
HOW   TO   THROW   YOUR   OWN   HARVEST   PARTY   WITH   A   PURPOSE 
 

I   Am   a   Missionary 
Rom.   10:14-15   “ 

“How   can   people   call   for   help   if   they   don’t   know   who   to   trust?   And 
how   can   they   know   who   to   trust   if   they   haven’t   heard   of   the   One 
who   can   be   trusted?   And   how   can   they   hear   if   nobody   tells   them? 

And   how   is   anyone   going   to   tell   them,   unless   someone   is   sent   to   do 
it?”   (MSG)  

 
 
This   Halloween   season,   we’d   like   to   encourage   you   to   reach   out   to   neighbors   and 
friends   by   throwing   a   Harvest   Party-with   a   purpose-in   your   own   neighborhood.   It   is   a 
wonderful   opportunity   to   gather   in   community   and   to   live   out   our   mission   to   “meet 
people   where   they   are,   and   love   them   to   where   Christ   wants   them   to   be.”   Ask   another 
family   in   your   own   neighborhood   to   help,   or   if   you   are   in   a   small   group,   make   it   a   group 
activity,   to   be   missionaries   together.   Here   are   some   suggestions   for   inviting   believing 
and   unbelieving   friends,   family,   and   neighbors   to   your   Harvest   Party: 
 
Ways   to   Invite 

● Invite   family,   friends,   and   neighbors   to   your   home   and   have   them   each   bring   a 
bag   of   candy   to   pass   out   to   kids. 

● Invite   your   guests   to   bring   a   dessert   to   share,   have   a   potluck,   or   have   them   bring 
their   favorite   appetizer.   Food   is   always   a   great   incentive   for   a   get   together   of   any 
kind. 

● Use   the   power   of   technology   and   invite   your   guests   by   sending   them   a   text 
asking   them   to   RSVP   if   they   can   join   you. 

● Ask   them   personally   to   bring   their   kids   or   grandkids   and   spend   the   evening 
together.   Asking   someone   personally,   face   to   face,   is   a   powerful   way   to   show   that 
you   care   about   them   as   a   person.   Maybe   they   don’t   have   children   of   their   own 
but   they   would   like   to   help.   We   don’t   know   until   we   ask. 

 
Games/Activities 
Any   of   these   suggestions   can   easily   be   set   up   in   your   driveway   or   front   yard. 

● Pumpkin   Bowling-   Use   a   child’s   toy   bowling   set,   but   instead   of   the   plastic   ball, 
use   a   mini   pumpkin. 

● Pin   the   Nose   on   the   Pumpkin/Scarecrow-   Dollar   stores   carry   plastic   door 
decorations   that   could   be   hung   on   your   garage   door.      Get   a   blindfold   and   cut   out 
paper   noses   for   kids   to   stick   on. 

● Partner   with   your   small   group   or   some   of   your   neighbors   and   do   trunk-or-treat   on 
your   street   or   cul-de-sac. 

● Ring   Toss-   Could   be   found   in   the   party   or   toy   section   in   stores   like   Target   or 
Walmart. 



● Lollipop   Fun-      Stick   a   bunch   of   lollipops   in   a   hay   bale   or   decorated   box,   some 
with   red   dots   on   the   end.      If   they   pull   a   lollipop   with   a   red   dot,   they   get   to   pick 
another   piece   of   candy. 

 
Throw   a   Movie   in   the   Mix 

● “It’s   the   Great   Pumpkin   Charlie   Brown”      (Ages   3+) 
● “Monster’s,   Inc.”      (Ages   5+) 
● “Casper”      (Ages   6+) 
● “The   Nightmare   Before   Christmas”      (Ages   7+) 
● “Batman:   Mask   of   the   Phantasm”      (Ages   9+) 
● “Hocus   Pocus”      (Ages   11+) 

 
Conversation   starters:  
(Remember,   to   keep   a   conversation   going,   off   of   us,   and   onto   our   guest,   as   you   ask 
good   questions   about   them). 

● ASK:   "Tell   me   about   your   family”(or   work   or   what   you   like   to   do).   Then   “mine”   the 
conversation   and   tease   out   some   more   what   they’ve   shared.   For   instance,   "What 
are   some   of   the   things   you   liked   most   about   your   family?"   Or,   "What   was   it   like   to 
be   a   kid   in   your   family?"   Or,   "What   did   your   parents   do   for   a   living?"   Learning   to 
“mine”   conversations   is   a   spiritual   tool   for   showing   others   that   we   care   about 
them. 

● You   might   ask   if   your   friends   have   ever   heard   Pastor   Jeff   on   the   radio.   This   might 
be   a   good   way   to   start   a   conversation.   "What   do   you   think   about   his   Positive 
Messages?"   I'd   love   to   introduce   you   to   him   and   have   you   come   hear   more   about 
what   it   looks   like   to   know   and   walk   with   Jesus."   (For   more   growth   and   help   to 
know   how   to   engage   others   in   real,   caring   and   spiritual   conversations,   sign   up   for 
the   next   Mentoring   Experience   on   our   website    www.yosemitechurch.com    under 
“Registrations”). 

 
 
Wrapping   up   the   Evening 

● Thank   all   of   your   guests   for   coming,   and   pray   for   the   families   in   your 
neighborhood   and   safety   for   the   children. 

● Invite   them   to   join   you   at   church   for   Pastor   Jeff’s   next   sermon   series,   “The   Real 
Race   vs.   the   Rat   Race”. 

http://www.yosemitechurch.com/

