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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Wrestling with  
the Resurrection 

 

John 20:1-20 
 

I. Look into it   
 

Verses 1 & 5 “Early on the first day of the week, while it 
was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the entrance… 
(John) Bent over and looked in at the strips of linen...” 
 

3 observations: 
 

1. You have to wrestle with the facts 
 

Look at what Jesus said He would do: 
 

Mark 8:31& 32a “He then began to teach them that the 
Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 
and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 
32 He spoke plainly about this,...”  (See also; Matt. 17:22 
and Luke 9:22) 
 

John 2:19 “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, 
and I will raise it again in three days.’ ” (See also Matt. 
26:61 and Mark 14:58) 

 

Look at witnesses that saw Him: 
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 “For what I received I passed on to 
you as of first importance : that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are 
still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he ap-
peared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he 
appeared to me also, … ” 
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ASSIGNMENT  
 

We can think that the early Christ followers had it easy. They saw Jesus, talked to Him, 
walked with Him, and naturally believed in Him. Not so fast! What the Bible tells us is that 
the early followers missed much of what Jesus was trying to communicate -especially the 
fact that He had come to die. That part just didn’t fit. Like many of us, they were devastated 
by His death. Death was the end; it was final. Therefore, when Jesus died they were com-
pletely confounded. Even though He had told them numerous times that He had to die and 
would rise again, they couldn’t accept it as true until they had seen Him face to face. Each of 
our four gospels reveal how they had to wrestle with the resurrection. 
 

To have a strong and growing faith, we have to come-to-grips with the resurrection. We 
have to want to know the truth about God enough to look into it. Satan wants to keep us so 
distracted by the things of this world that we have no time to seriously consider the claims of 
Jesus. 
 

I hope that you will consider taking one or all of the three steps that we’ve addressed today: 
Looking into it, Getting into it, and Turning into it. Each of these simple but real responses 
can cultivate a deeper and more real connection to God.  
 

POINT ONE: Look into it. Mary Magdalene was as strong a Christ-follower as any of the 

twelve disciples. Scripture tells us that Jesus delivered 12 demons from Mary M. Church 
tradition believes that Mary, a prostitute, may have been the woman who went to Simon the 
Pharisee's home and anointed Jesus with expensive perfume. Either or both accounts would 
clearly say that Mary had been profoundly impacted by Jesus. And here in our John 20 pas-
sage, we see that Mary was the first to arrive at the tomb, first to tell of His resurrection, and 
the first to believe. To say it mildly, Mary had put all of her eggs in the Jesus basket. Like 
Mary, Peter and John (the unidentified disciple in the passage) all had to look closely at the 
facts surrounding the resurrection. Look over the sermon notes and think about each of the 
Scriptures describing how the first followers had to wrestle with the facts, how they came to 
wrong conclusions, and how they needed help. 
 

POINT TWO: Get into it. There is a big difference between " looking into"  something 

and "getting into" something. What were the benefits that Peter and John experienced be-
cause they went into the tomb? What would it look like for you to get into faith, not just look 
into it? How have you seen your acceptance of things change once you were willing to “get 
into it?” Are you one to sit and watch, or get up and join? How can your tendency help or 
hinder you in your faith? Can you honestly say that you have stepped up and participated in 
following Jesus? What steps can you take to boost your belief in Him? 
 

POINT THREE: Turn into it. While Mary was at the tomb wrestling with the resurrection, she 

began to face the facts. Stone rolled away, burial cloth folded and left in an empty tomb, 
Jesus absent, angels present, and then, the one experience that changed it all, Jesus calls 
her name. Mary turns to Jesus and embraces Him. To this day when someone repents; 
when they turn to Jesus, everything begins to change. The Bible has 178 passages about 
repentance, about turning from our ways to follow God’s ways. Jesus came to preach it, the 
disciples were sent to proclaim it. Guess what, I have to repent every day. On a daily basis I 
must choose to change my mind, to redirect my thoughts, and to point myself in the direction 
of Jesus. It’s not a battle; it’s a blessing. When our heart is turned toward Him everything 
else begins to turn that way too. It’s kindness that make us want to turn (Titus 3:3-7). I hope 
you will join me next week as we continue to get into what it looks like to follow Jesus into 
true spirituality. 
 

In His love,  
Pastor Jeff 

March 26/27, 2016 



 

2. You will make the wrong conclu-
sions. 

 

Verse 2b “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb… ”  

 

3. You will need the right help. 
 

Verse 2a “So she came running to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one Jesus loved, …” 

 

II. Get into it 
 

Verses 3-6a “So Peter and the other disciple started for the 
tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Pe-
ter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in 
at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Si-
mon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the 
tomb.” 
 

3 observations: 
 

1. You’ll always get more out of it. 

 Getting into it was Jesus’ 

consistent invitation 

 23 times, Jesus said, “Follow 

Me” (John 1:43) 
 

2. It will boost your belief/faith 
 

Verse 8 “Finally the other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.”  
 

3. The most fundamental way to get 
more out of it, is to get into the 
Scriptures more.  

 

Verse 9 “They still did not understand from Scripture that 
Jesus had to rise from the dead.” 
 

 Three times after the resur-

rection Jesus took them to 
the “Scriptures”  (See Luke 
24: 25-27, 32,& 45). 

 

III. Turn into it  
 

Verses 14-16 “At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
‘Woman,’ he said, ‘why are you crying? Who is it you are 
looking for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, 
if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put 
him, and I will get him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She 
turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 
‘Rabboni!’ (which means Teacher).”  

 

When we turn to and embrace Jesus, 
we turn into authentic followers  

 

3 observations: 
 

1. The word “repent” means to 
“turn around”, or to “change 
your mind”. (The Bible speaks of 
“repentance” in 178 passages) . 

  

2. They were all wrestling with the 
resurrection, and they all 
changed their minds 

 

John 20:19 “On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, with the doors locked 
for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 
among them …”  
 

Acts 1:3 “After his suffering, he showed himself to these 
men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.”  
 

Acts 2:22-24 “Men of Israel,...you, with the help of wicked 
men put him (Jesus) to death by nailing him to the cross. 
But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to 
keep its hold on him.”  
 

3. God’s kindness  leads us to turn 
around (Repent) and embrace 
Him 

 

Romans 2:4b “God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 
repentance?”  
 

Titus 3:4-5a “But when the kindness and love of God our 
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved 
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit,...” 
 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
3/26/16-3/27/16 
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