
Summary for October 

Needed for Month $125,000 

Income Received  $129,257 

Applied to Last Month Deficit  $4,257 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,908 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,092 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 

Assignment: Today’s myth, “All you have to do is believe,” is on our myth list because of two forms of miscommuni-
cation. One, we (the church) fail to communicate what the Biblical concept of “Believing or faith” truly means; and 
two, we want to make following Jesus (becoming a genuine believer) so easy that we fail to communicate what is 
truly involved in turning our lives over to Jesus to be Lord. Therefore it is often communicated “All you have to do is 
believe”. 
 

Believing is absolutely critical, one cannot become an authentic Christ follower without it. So let’s look at how we 
misinterpret God’s invitation to “believe” and be saved. One of the most used passages for explaining how to be 
saved/accepting a relationship with Christ, is Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth that ‘Jesus is Lord’ and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Pretty simple, yes, but also pretty easy 
to misconstrue. Paul (the author of Romans) isn’t inviting us to verbally say some magic set of words, “Jesus is 
Lord” but to accept God’s invitation to rule in our lives. The term “Lord” was Christ’s most often used title and means 
oversight, power and authority. The confession piece to “believing” is agreeing to let Jesus be your Lord. The sec-
ond aspect of this verse is the “believing” piece. Here is an interesting point to zero in on: we would say that we 
believe in our heads - it’s a mental function; but scripture calls us to believe in our hearts. Therefore, we must see 
the difference.  
 

This isn’t a new problem. James, the brother of Jesus was so irritated by the misconception that those saying they 
had faith (believing with no change) was adequate that he wrote “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if some-
one claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?...You believe that there is one God. Good! 
Even the demons believe that—and shudder.” The first century followers of Jesus understood this myth because it 
was directly addressed as a problem. If it was an issue then it will be an issue for us as well. 
 

When we fail to confront this myth (an inactive belief or faith) it ripples through other critical areas of what true faith 
accomplishes. Dietrich Bonhoeffer described this myth as “cheap grace”. He writes in his book The Cost of Disciple-
ship: 
“Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church...Grace without price; grace without cost! The essence of grace, 
we suppose, is that the account has been paid in advance; and, because it has been paid, everything can be had 
for nothing.... An intellectual assent to that idea is held to be of itself sufficient to secure remission of sins…. In such 
a Church the world finds a cheap covering for its sins; no contrition is required, still less any real desire to be deliv-
ered from sin. Cheap grace therefore amounts to a denial of the living Word of God, in fact, a denial of the Incarna-
tion of the Word of God.” 
 

Dallas Willard, who has influenced me as much as anyone about this, describes this conundrum as the Great Omis-
sion: 
“In the place of Christ’s plan, (Matt. 28:19-20) a historical drift has substituted: Make converts (to a particular faith 
and practice) and baptize them into church membership. This shift has caused two great omissions from the Great 
Commission to stand out. Most important we start by omitting the making of disciples or enrolling people as Christ’s 
students….We also omit taking our converts through training that will bring them ever increasingly to do what Jesus 
directed.” 
 

Here is where the training that we have been encouraging throughout our series comes into play. When we em-
brace redemption that begins with belief/acceptance of who Jesus really is (the Lord of all and therefore the Lord of 
us) in our heart/center of our being, we are saved. The result and evidence of our new life is a desire to move into 
greater and greater levels of development and growth (2 Cor. 5:14-16). 
 

To read the rest of Pastor Jeff’s assignment go to his blog at jeffleis.wordpress.com 
 

The following is an encouragement for all of us to exercise our responsibility to vote. 
 

It’s election season, so let me encourage you to vote. It is the mature thing, to look at the issues and to evaluate the 
best choice you can make. Included is a site that can help you to evaluate the issues: myfaithvotes.org  
 

Let me be clear. When I say it’s our responsibility to vote, please recognize that it is only scratching the surface to 
cast a vote once every four years. Every follower of Jesus needs to elect a set of  
choices every day that reflect the change that we seek in the world around us. We need, and must, vote every day 
with our feet, to go out of our way to express love to others. Vote everyday with our words, to speak up for the lowly 
and downcast, and for the good news of Jesus. Vote everyday with  assertiveness to win over hate by never letting 
those who are different than ourselves blind us from God’s call on His church to love and pray for our enemies, and 
bless those who persecute us. Vote with the supernatural power of a Risen Savior that compels us never to sit back 
and criticize those different than us, because we know and have learned that criticism, slander and hate will never 
win the hearts of anyone from a differing perspective. Vote not out of an emotional swing but out of a Christ - cen-
tered anchor. Recognize that if political power was God’s instrument to change our world, He would have sent an 
elected official. Together you and I, the church of Jesus Christ - the author of love - can cast our vote every day 
through our choice to live passionately for him. 
 
In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Myth Busters 

Today’s Myth or Stronghold  

All You Have To Do 
Is Believe 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5 “Examine yourselves to see whether 
you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize 
that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the 
test?” 
 

I. Deception (Myth) Detection: How to           
recognize this myth (stronghold) 

 
Variations to this myth: 

 “It’s easy to follow Jesus” 

 “Faith doesn't require anything” 
 
The primary issue behind this myth is a discon-
nect from personal responsibility, and the belief 
that we can experience salvation through intel-
lectual assent. 
 

 We try to make coming to Jesus so 
easy that we fail to reflect what Jesus 
said and did. 

 
Let’s examine a few things Jesus said to those 
he was inviting into a relationship with himself.  



Mark 8:34-36 “Then he called the crowd to him along with 
his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save 
it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit their soul?” 
 

II. Deception (Myth) Confession (agree with 
God): 

 

Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 
 

Matthew 11:28-29 “Come to me all you who are weary and 
burdened and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me for I am gentle and humble in heart and 
you will find rest for your souls.” 
 

III. Deception Correction: When my faith is real it 
creates real results, when I believe with my 
heart it is a belief/faith that stimulates action. 

 
1. Christian Doctrine is about what we      

believe, which, (if it is heart belief) has the 
power to compel us to follow Jesus and 
thereby live for Him. The Bible calls this 
faith. 

 

Romans 10:9-10 “If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is 
Lord,”  and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.” 
 

 A belief or faith that has no action is the 
mythical kind. 

 

James 2:14 “What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if 
you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? 

Can that kind of faith save anyone?” (NLT) 
 

 A belief that motivates us toward action 
is the saving kind. 

 
2 Corinthians 5 :14-15 “For Christ’s love compels us,  
because we are convinced that one died for all, and there-
fore all died.15 And he died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died 
for them and was raised again.” 

 

2. Christian Practices are about what we do, 
and are the tools that empower us to  
sustain a growing and vibrant              
relationship with Jesus/God. The Bible 
calls this training. 

 

Luke 6:40 (Jesus) “Everyone who is fully trained will be 
like his teacher.” 
 

1 Timothy 4:7-8 “Spend your time and energy in training 
yourself for spiritual fitness. Physical exercise has some 
value, but spiritual exercise is much more important, for it 
promises a reward in both this life and the next.” (NLT) 
 

 We do not do spiritual practices so God 
will love us more, we do them, so we will 
love Him more. 

 We do not do them to get God’s attention, 

we do them so we can pay better attention 
to Him. 

 We do not do them to get redemption, we 
do them because of redemption. 

 

3. Christian Virtues are the reflection of 
what we are becoming, they are the     
result of following Jesus well. The Bible 
calls this character and maturity. 

 
 

Galatians 5:22-24 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control…. Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 
step with the Spirit. 
 

Ephesians 4:22-24 “...That old way of life has to go. It’s 
rotten through and through. Get rid of it! And then take on 
an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned life, a life 
renewed from the inside and working itself into your  
conduct as God accurately reproduces his character in 
you.” (MSG) 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
11/5/16-11/6/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: responsibility, results, heart, 
believe, do, becoming 


