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Pastor Matt Shumaker 
 

Matthew 5:13-15 

You Have Influence 
Include all verses on screen 

I. The power of influence is this: Your 
Character counts.  

Nehemiah was... 
1. a man of prayer 

 Ne. 1:4, 6, 2:4, 4:4, 9, 5:19, 6:14, 
13:14, 22, 29 

 
2. A man of courage  

 Ne. 6:11  
 

3. A man of concern 
 
4. A man of empathy & sympathy 

 Ne. 4:10-14 
 Ne. 1:6 

 
5. A man of foresight 

 Ne. 2:8 
 Ne. 2:11 (on screen) 

 
6. A man of decisiveness 

 Ne. 5:7 
 

7. A man of realism 
 Ne. 4:9 

Week 4 



“Nehemiah was a vigorous administrator, a calm 
crisis manager, a fearless initiator, a courageous 
decision maker, and a persevering leader. He 
was resolute in the face of threats and vigilant 
against treachery – a leader who won and held 
the full confidence of his followers.” - J. Oswald 
Sanders 
 

II. The power of influence is this: your 
method counts.  

Nehemiah... 
1. Raised the morale of those he was 

around. 
 Ne. 2:20, 8:10 

 

“Faith builds faith. Pessimism dismantles faith. 
The spiritual leader’s primary task is to build the 
faith of others.” - J. Oswald Sanders 

2. Encouraged others 
 Ne. 4:16-18 

 Ne. 2:18 
 

3. Recovered the authority of the word of 
God 

 Ne. 8:1-8 

 Ne. 9:3-5 

 Ne. 13:4-9, Ro. 12 
 

4. Did what was necessary 
“So the wall was completed”  

 Ne. 6:15 
 

Main take-aways: 
1. You were made to preserve this cul-

ture, like salt. 
2. You were made to be seen, to guide, to 

do good things for God. You were 
made for a purpose, like light. 

3. Your character and methods matter. 
You have influence.  

He was a former fighter pilot. He flew F4 Phantoms over Vietnam, an  
aviator with ice in his veins. I asked him once about the Phantom’s glide 
pattern. He laughed and said: “None whatsoever. Without propulsion, it’d 
fall straight to the ground. We called it the flying brick.”  
 

No one else sat as straight in an office chair. He was equal parts gracious, 
kind and quietly terrifying. His name was Dr. Rosebush, one of my college 
professors. His resolute confidence in his Christian identity preceded him in 
the room. I was always a little on edge around him, probably sensing my 
own insecurities as a 20-something young man. 
 

Yet, as the semester came to a close, I found myself at the bottom of a 
prayer heap, kneeling with my arms up, holding the weight of my  
classmates as they leaned in toward the center. Dr. Rosebush and I were 
there, side-by-side, knees on the ground bearing the weight of the class.  
 

Dr. Rosebush was a man of influence. His character was impeccable,  
spotless and humble. His graduation charge to us, his students, was to go 
into the world bearing the mark of God the Father in a dark world. 
 

Your influence matters in ways that might seem insignificant to you. You 
might feel like a flying brick, needing motivation in order to keep moving. 
As I shared last week, our proximity to Jesus determines our purpose. If we 
are far from Jesus in our daily life, we will lack purpose. Dr. Rosebush was 
a man of character and influence because of his proximity to our  
Savior. In fact, it was hard to tell where Jesus began and Dr. Rosebush 
ended. You and I must strive for the same thing. I encourage you to pray 
this prayer with sincerity: 
 

“Lord, I want to be closer to you. Help me to see what is getting in the 
way and please give me the ability to remove it. I want my life to have 
purpose. Amen.” 

 

Your road to purpose begins with action. Connect with God daily by  
downloading the church app and clicking the “spiritual focus” icon. You will 
find multiple ways to spend time with Jesus there. Grow in community by 
joining a small group. Inquire at our Information desk, email the church  
office or talk to our staff, leaders or pastors. Offer to serve with others on a 
ministry team - just indicate your interest on your iCard. 
 
-Pastor Matt 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
5/13/17-5/14/17 
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Fill in the Blanks: character, prayer, courage, 
concern, empathy, sympathy, foresight, decisive-
ness, realism, method, morale, encouraged, au-
thority, necessary, preserve, purpose, influence 

Summary for May 

Needed for Month $130,000 

Income Received  $32,895 

Remaining Needed  $97,105 

Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $75,463 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,537 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 


