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Pastor Matt Shumaker 
 

Matthew 5:13-15 

Salt 
 

We have a problem — identity crisis. 
 

Jesus has called us to be something greater 
than we perceive we are. 
 

1. Jesus has given us a new identity. 
 

2. Jesus has shared God’s value system 
(God’s morality) with us. 

 

3. Jesus has given us stewardship of this 
new identity. 

 

Ma. 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth...” 
 

Our influence- 
“Salt and light are not just a bit different 
from their environment. They are to have a 
powerful influence on their environment.”  
— John Stott 
 

1. Jesus has called us to sacrifice and be 
a sacrifice. 

 

Ezekiel 43-24  
 

Leviticus 2:13 
 

Ezek. 43:24  

Week 2 



1. Jesus has called us to be durable. 
Numbers 18:19  

 

2. Jesus has called us to be valuable. 
Col. 4:6  

 

3. Jesus has called us to be pure. 
2 Kings 2:18-22  

 

4. Jesus has called us to be seasoning. 
Job 6:6  

 

“As salt makes the food more “foodier,” the 
disciple as the salt of the earth makes the 
earth more authentically as it should be.”  
— Myron Augsberger 
 

5. Jesus has called us to be a               
preservative. 
Ge. 18:22-23 

 

“By simply living out these values in this 
world and in this culture, you are the  
preserving factor in your culture.”  
— Andy Stanley 
 
Ma. 5:13 “...but if the salt loses its saltiness, 
how can it be made salty again?...” 
 
Ma. 5:13 “...It is no longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and trampled under-
foot.” 
 
“You may not see a difference, but you’re 
making a difference.” 
— Andy Stanley 

There is a new show on television that Liz and I enjoy. It’s called 
“Powerless.” It’s about a group of people working in an office doing regular 
office-type things on a daily basis, but the catch is this- they live in a city 
with superheroes and supervillains.  
 
As they do what all of us do, like walk down the sidewalk with a friend, they 
have to be wary of the latest dastardly attack from the bad guys.  
Sometimes  superheroes shows up and sometimes they don’t. The  
residents, for the most part, have to cope with the fact that they are  
powerless in the face of incredible destructive and constructive power. 
 
Are we powerless? Many times,  we probably quit before we begin. Even 
when our Savior gives us a new identity, a purpose, influence and a  
mission, we slink quietly away to cower in the shadow of fear and  
insecurity.  
 
Yes, we live in a society that, at times, may seem hopeless. We can even 
feel powerless. Yet, this is what our Savior said: 
 
MSG- Matthew 5:13-15 
13 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that 
brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will 
people taste godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the 
garbage. 
 
The Message Bible captures the significance of Matthew 5:13. Jesus  
wanted those who were listening to  His Sermon on the Mount to  
understand one simple thing... Be who God has made you to be- salt. Be a 
change agent  for good. As much as possible, be what God originally  
intended you to be. Don’t cower in fear. Do this by seeking to be sacrificial, 
durable, valuable, pure and of good influence for God’s glory in this world. 
 
This week, ask God to help you see yourself through His eyes. Ask God to 
reveal your fear. Give your fear to God and step out in confidence as an 
influencer for good.  
 
Have a blessed week. 
-Pastor Matt 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
4/29/17-4/30/17 
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Summary for April 

Needed for Month $130,000 

Income Received  $110,946 

Remaining Needed  $19,054 

Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $75,463 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,537 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 


