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Pastor Matt Shumaker 
 

Matthew 5:13-15 
 

The Righteous &  
the Wicked 

 
 

Matthew 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth. 
But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 
be made salty again? It is no longer good 
for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot.” MSG 
 

All of us have influence.  
 
 Influence-is the effect on the         

character, development, or behavior 
of someone. 

 
 Society– is the overarching           

community that surrounds us. 
 
 Culture– is the behavior, values, 

practices, beliefs and religions within 
our society. 

 
 Subjective– influenced by personal 

feelings, tastes, or opinions. 

Week 1 



 Existentialism– the philosophical    
belief that man must wrestle with the 
results of the choice he makes     
without really being able to know 
what good or bad/right or wrong     
really is. 

 
 Morality– a system of values and 

principles of conduct, especially one 
held by a specified person or society 

 
When we, as believers in Christ, live like 
our culture does, we’re standing on 
shaky ground.  
 
Genesis 18 & 19 
 
A little bit of righteousness/good  
influence goes a long way.  
 
Your righteous presence and good  
influence makes a difference.  
 
Our righteous presence is hope enough 
in the middle of an unrighteous culture.  
 
Matthew 5:13 
“Let me tell you why you are here. You’re 
here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the 
God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your 
saltiness, how will people taste godliness? 
You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up 
in the garbage.” MSG 

Sodom’s destruction is not some sweet little Sunday school story. Pastor 
Jeff spoke last week of the many written works substantiating Christ’s  
existence. There are multiple accounts of the cities of the plains, one from 
Josephus, a first century Jewish historian, and several other rabbinical 
scholars. Along with written records, there is physical evidence of the cities 
as well.   
 
Sodom was at the south end of the Valley of Siddim where the Salt or 
Dead Sea now resides. The plains were known as being incredibly fertile 
farmland. Archeologists have excavated the remains of harvested fruits, 
beans, lentils and seeds of wheat, and there is evidence of an abundance 
of grapevines which is supported by Gn 13:10: “Lot looked around and saw 
that the whole plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered, like the 
garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. (This was before the Lord de-
stroyed Sodom and Gomorrah)” 
 
This fertile and fruitful valley was a financial gold-mine to its inhabitants—
from growing crops to its vast quantities of salt and mineral mines, which 
was extremely valuable in those days. Sodom, though a small city by  
today’s standards, only about 1000 people lived there, was extremely 
wealthy and they liked it that way.  
 
What we fail to keep in context is that by the world’s standard, Sodom was 
filthy rich and so are we. In Ezekiel 16, God said that Sodom was proud, 
never missed a meal, had lots of free-time and could care less about the 
needy and the poor. In my study, I was repeatedly struck by the parallels in 
our two societies.  
 
My prayer is this and I hope it becomes yours as well-  
 
Lord, thank you for the abundance you have shared with me. Please give 
me your heart and mark my steps as the steps of one who is righteous in 
your sight. Prompt my heart when I need to share with others your grace, 
your love, your resources and my own time and ability. Help me, even in 
my mistakes to be an influencer for good and for your glory. Amen. 
 
—Pastor Matt 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
4/22/17-4/23/17 
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Summary for April 

Needed for Month $130,000 

Income Received  $90,627 

Remaining Needed  $39,373 

Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $75,463 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,537 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 


