
Summary for March 

Needed for Month $125,000 

Income Received  $106,725 

Remaining Needed  $18,275 

Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $75,463 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,537 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Colossians 4:2-6 
How to Raise the Standard 

of Your Influence 
 

I. Raise the standard of your spiritual 
devotion, through prayer 

       
Vv 2-4 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, 
that God may open a door for our message, 
so that we may proclaim the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I 
may proclaim it clearly, as I should.” 
       

1. How to pray 
       
Devote yourself to 
       

a. being watchful looking for what 
God might be doing in you and 
around you 

       
b. being thankful, trusting that God 

is at work in you and around you 
 

Week 13 

Are you under the influence of others or are you an influencer of others? If you have been 
guilty of going with the flow even when the flow is going in the wrong direction, then it’s 
time to take account of your propensity. Your past does not have to be your future. Today, 
we are talking about the “Furtherance of our Faith,” by “Raising the Standard of our  
Influence.” Can you see yourself influencing others for the cause of Christ? Can you  
imagine leading a friend, relative or coworker to Christ? If not, then let’s get to work be-
cause that’s exactly what God wants you to do. And I want to help you increase and  
fine-tune your influence. 
 
My devotion to Christ is something I do daily - not occasionally. Someone has said that 
successful people do daily what average people do occasionally. Devotion is the energy 
behind discipline. The first phrase of our text says: “Devote yourselves to prayer...” Prayer 
occurs when I engage in the reality that I have constant availability to God. I don’t have to 
go somewhere, dress up or attend some event. Jesus is with me and invites me into a 
running conversation about anything and everything. Our text invites us to ask God to 
open the door for influence, open a door to share or care for another. 
 
Being watchful and thankful describe how I am to pray. The Bible puts a very high  
premium on being spiritually tuned in to the right things. We do not want to influence for 
influence sake. Egotistical, narcissistic dictators have a ton of influence, but it’s wrongly 
motivated and for the wrong reason. The word “watchful” carries the idea of mental acuity, 
when we think clearly about what is going on both inside of us and around us - where our 
influence can have the greatest impact. This same idea was conveyed by Jesus in Matt 
26:41 when he challenged the disciples to: “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The Spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” Temptation draws me from the right 
things and to the wrong things, and can also contaminate my motivation to do the right 
thing for the wrong reason. Mental alertness is critical for effective prayer. Prayer leads 
me to become who He wants me to be, not to get what I want. This purpose requires 
watchfulness. Relentless self-examination asks “why?” Why am I trying to avoid feeling 
this pain? Why did I want that person’s attention? Why did I feel the need to share that 
accomplishment? Why did I pursue talking to that person? Why was I so defensive? When 
we take the time to be in touch with our internal motivations, we can become much more 
“in-tune” to what needs to be, “put to death” (Col 3:5), or fanned into flame (2Ti 1:6). 
 
Being thankful is an expression of faith - the inner confidence that no matter how things 
look, God is at work in me, and wants to work through me. 
 
Diplomacy is how I walk through the doors that He opens. This requires the development 
of two disciplines: preparation and presentation. If I am unprepared to share my faith, I will 
most likely not be very effective even if the door is wide open. You cannot hang out at YC 
and participate in the open door opportunities of learning and growth without becoming 
more “prepared” for open doors. I truly believe that success is when preparation meets 
opportunity. So, this Easter season, let’s raise the standard of our influence. God calls you 
and me to be ambassadors, emissaries for Him. Let’s invite those we love and care for to 
the movie, “Case for Christ,” and/or our Easter service. I am looking forward to seeing you 
there! 
 
In His Love,  
Pastor Jeff  



Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your  
requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 

2. What to pray 
 

a. That God will open a door and 
you will see it 

       

V 3a “And pray for us, too, that God may 
open a door for our message... ”  
 

b. That you will open your mouth 
and you will say it 

       

V 3b “... so that we may proclaim the  
mystery of Christ... ”  
 

II. Raise the standard of your spiritual 
diplomacy through preparation and 
presentation 

       

Vv 5-6 “Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every  
opportunity. Let your conversation be  
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so 
that you may know how to answer  
everyone.” 
 

1. Preparation 
 

Vv 5b & 6b “... make the most of every  
opportunity... so that you may know how to 
answer everyone.” 
 

1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart 
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect... ” 

2. Presentation 
 

a. Know what to say - 
       

V 3 “... that we may proclaim the mystery 
of Christ...”  
 

 who Jesus is 
       

1 Peter 3:15 “... a reason for the hope that 
is in you...” (New King James Version—
NKJV) 
       

 who you are because of Jesus  
 

b. Know when to say it - 
       

V 5 “Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every oppor-
tunity.”  
 

 when the door is open 
(On Video: Verse 3 & 6 & 1 Peter 3:15) 

       

c. Know how to say it - 
 

V 6 “Let your conversation be always full of 
grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how to answer everyone.”  
 

 graciously and tastefully 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
4/8/17-4/9/17 
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