
Summary for March 

Needed for Month $125,000 

Income Received  $83,576 

Remaining Needed  $41,424 

Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $75,463 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,537 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Colossians 3:15-4:1 
 

How to Raise the Standard of 
Your Important Relationships 

 

If You: 
I. Raise the standard of your most          

important relationship 
 
You will: 
II. Raise the standard of your most          

important relationships. 
 
V 15-17 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom, and 
as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 
with gratitude in your hearts to God. And  
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him.” 
 

1. When your standard of gratitude is 
raised… 

 
How many times is an attitude of gratitude 
mentioned above?  3 times 
 

Week 11 

Over the last three weeks, we have considered three areas where we need to 
Raise the Standards:  
 

1. of your Intentions  
2. of your Interactions  
3. of your Important Relationships. 

 
Paul, in this third chapter, helps us to see how to “set our hearts” (affections) and 
our “minds” (attention) on “things above.” Today’s notes pertain to those ties that 
remain the most central in culture - marriage, parent/child, and work relationships. 
 
The “peace of Christ” is a confidence in God’s ability to work in life regardless of 
external conditions. Compare the following passages: Jn 16:33; Ro 12:18, 14:17; 
and 1Co 12:27. As members of one body, we are called to support another and 
live in peace. This happens when we work for unity (Eph 4:2-3), not when we fight 
for control. If I don’t have peace on the inside, how can I create peace in a troubled 
world, family or job? 
 
Col 3:15-17 gives three references to “thankfulness” or “gratitude.” This is a huge 
spiritual discipline that raises the standard of one’s relationships. Albert Schweitzer 
said: “... our inner happiness depends not on what we experience but on the de-
gree of our gratitude to God, whatever the experience.” Few things can contami-
nate faster than a critical spirit. On the other hand, an attitude of gratitude, all by 
itself, can do wonders for our relationships. The Colossians text says that our atti-
tude precedes our actions, and then continues to permeate our choices. 
 
Raising the standard (prominence) of God's Word is one of our primary jobs here 
at YC. God's Word, His Truth, is the most powerful resource we have for life 
change. Remember the words of Christ: "If you hold to my teaching you really are 
my disciples, then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free" (Jo 8:31-
32). The way He does that is by our digestion of truth and our expression of truth 
to others through a spirit of love. Notice again Col 3:14 and how it compares to 
Eph 4:14-16 and Gal 5:6b. 
 
How would "raising the standard of your work" by doing it "as unto the Lord" make 
you a better testimony? How powerful is it when believers behave consistently? 
Who do you know that has been very consistent in their walk with Christ and what 
does that inspire you to do? 
 
This week, transfer onto a 3X5 card the places you want to raise your own stand-
ards and add that to this month’s verse for meditation. 
 
See you next week, Pastor Jeff 



James 1:2-3 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance.” 
 
1 Thess. 5:16-18 “Rejoice always, pray  
continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 

 you become more joyful 
 
Gal 5:22 “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace…” 
 

2. When your standard of peace is 
raised...     

 
V 15 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were called 
to peace. And be thankful.” 
 
Matt. 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers for they 
will be called the sons of God.” 
 
John 14:1 & 27 “Trust in God trust also in 
me...Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.” 
 
John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that 
in me you will have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart I have overcome 
the world.” 
 

 you become more trusting 
 

3. When your standard of God’s Word is 
raised... 

 
V 16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God.”  

John 8:31 “If you hold to my teaching you  
really are my disciples. Then you will know the 
truth and the truth will set you free.” 
 
John 14:15 “If you love me you will obey what I 
command.” 
 
Eph. 4:15-16 “Speaking the truth in love, we 
will in all things grow up into him who is the 
Head, that is Christ. From Him the whole body 
joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament grows and builds itself up in love as 
each part does it’s work.” 
 

 you become more mature &       
teachable  

 
4. When your standard of work is raised 

 
V 17 “And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 
  
V 23 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart as working for the Lord not for men, 
since you know that you will receive an  
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving.” 
 

 you become a missionary       
wherever you are. 

(On Video: Verses 3:18-4:1) 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
3/25/17-3/26/17 
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