
Summary for March 

Needed for Month $125,000 

Income Received  $108,526 

Remaining Needed  $16,474 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $75,108 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,892 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Colossians 2:16-23 
 

How to Connect Your Fight 
to Your Faith, part 2 

 
Key Principle: Our stability (Foundation) is 
directly related to our ability to connect to 
the power of God (His presence & promises) 
through our relationship with Christ 
 
Colossians 2:9-10 & 13b-15 “For in Christ all the 
fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you 
have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head 
over every power and authority….God made you 
alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having 
cancelled the written code, with it’s regulation, that 
was against us and stood opposed to us, he took it 
away nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the 
powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle 
of them, triumphing over them by the cross”  

 
4 Contrasts and Conclusions 
 
1st Contrast: Our Beliefs 
Colossians 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you  
captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 
which depends on human tradition and the basic 
principles of this world rather than on Christ.” 

Week 9 

The ability to connect our fights to our faith is the topic at hand. We compound our struggles in life by 
failing to remember that God, through his indwelling Spirit, wants to empower us to apply our faith to 
our fights, difficulties and struggles. We say with our mouth that we are Christians, but we live as if we 
were pagans. We swear, kick and scream at our loved ones instead of allowing Christ to transform 
our responses. We seek to find approval from others by performing for their acceptance, instead of 
performing freely out of the overflow of the acceptance of Christ. We desperately want to be known 
and loved, but we continue to pretend we are someone we are not. 
 

Ok, maybe you’re in that mix or maybe not. Either way, Paul in Colossians 2 conveys a very real 
application for all of us. We can be clueless to the philosophies around us and the ways they infiltrate 
our thinking. Today, look at four contrasting aspects between a Christian Philosophy and a Human 
Philosophy, or said another way, a “Firm Faith” and a “Faulty Faith” - how to employ God’s power to 
live differently. That battle is in our BRAIN! Take a few minutes to reinforce this truth by looking at 
these passages and seeing where the fight is fought (Ro 1:21-22, 12:1-2; Jo 8:31-34; Ph 4:6-9). 
 

The four points of contrast are: Beliefs, Acceptance, Salvation and our life in Christ. Every one of 
these areas is absolutely critical to living the Christian life. The heresy of the Colossian Church was 
not exactly the same as what might adversely influence us, but there are enough points of similarity 
that we can gain considerable insight on how to be on our guard, so that no one takes us captive. 
There are two major philosophies that characterized the heresy Paul addressed:  

1. Legalism-the idea that rules will keep you on track 
2. Asceticism-the idea that the body is evil and needs to be repressed 

 

CONTRAST ONE: OUR BELIEFS. Human Reason or Divine Revelation. Hands down, if you esteem 
human reason over what God says you are already stripped of your spiritual weaponry. We cannot 
fight and win our daily battles without humbly seeking after His power to override our self-sufficiency. 
By redirecting our thoughts toward Him, we recalibrate our power source. Taking our thoughts  
captive, paying close attention to our mental focus is at the core of spiritual victory. Look at each of 
the following passages and notice what God brings to the fight, and what He asks you to do to  
employ His resources (2Co 10:3-5; and 2Pe 1:3-9). 
 

CONTRAST TWO: OUR ACCEPTANCE. Based on our performance or His. All of us have a  
“wired-in” need to be accepted. We will try to meet that need through self- effort or freely embrace it 
through the work of Christ on our behalf. Easier said than done, I know. To overpower this  
entrenched misbelief, we have to face our own reactivity. You can only correct your performance 
addiction by facing your hostility toward failure. How does 2Co 12:9-10 make you uncomfortable? Try 
writing out your weaknesses, insults, hardships, failures; then spend some time thanking Jesus for 
those inadequacies. 
 

CONTRAST THREE: OUR SALVATION. Being qualified or disqualified for the prize. Is your salvation 
ever in question - knowing that you are a child of God destined to spend eternity with Christ? If so, 
you have not accepted Christ and His work on the cross, or your thoughts have been sabotaged by 
the enemy and He is holding you captive. Look at each of these passages and memorize what they 
say about your salvation (Ph 1:6;  2Ti 1:12). 
 

CONTRAST FOUR: THE DEATH/LIFE METAPHOR. The philosophy of legalism  (keeping rules to 
earn salvation or acceptance) just doesn’t work! You cannot keep pretending and hope to be real. 
You cannot hope to heal your human hurts without getting real. What do these verses say are  
essential for authentic connection to Christ and others (Col 3:1-4; Ja 5:16; Gal 6:1-5)? 
 

If you are not connected to an authentic relationship with Christ, please connect today. Whisper this 
prayer and take a step today and let us know that you want to be connected to healthy spiritual  
community: 

“Heavenly Father, thank you for freeing me from condemnation, for accepting me and welcoming 
me to have a relationship with you through Christ. I embrace you with arms open wide, and ask 
for your Spirit to fill me to overflowing with forgiveness and love. Help me to turn from the ways of 
this world and live in the fullness of your love.” 

 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 



Question: Are your beliefs culture centered 
or Christ centered?  
Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the  
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the  
renewing of your mind.” 
 
2nd Contrast: Our Acceptance 
 
Vv 16-17 “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by 
what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious 
festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 
These are a shadow of the things that were to come; 
the reality, however, is found in Christ.” 
Colossians 1:22 & 2:6a “But now he has reconciled 
you by Christ’s physical body through death to  
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and 

free from accusation... So then, just as you received 
Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him... ” 
 

Question: Is your focus on keeping rules or 
relationship?  
 

3rd Contrast: Our Salvation 
V 18 “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility 
and the worship of angels disqualify you for the 
prize. Such a person goes into great detail about 
what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him 
up with idle notions.” 

Colossians 1:12-14 “Joyfully giving thanks to the 
Father who has qualified you to share in the  
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.” 
 
V 19 “He has lost connection with the Head, from 
whom the whole body, supported and held together 
by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes 
it to grow.” 

Question: Is your faith producing condem-
nation or reconciliation?  
 
4th Contrast: Death/Life metaphor 
 

Question: Is your faith producing image 
management or an authentic imitation of 
Christ? 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
3/11/17-3/12/17 
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_________________ Fill in the Blanks: Christ, Beliefs, theology, 

reason, revelation, Acceptance, our, Christ’s, 
rules, relationship, Salvation, human, God’s, dis-
connection, Doesn’t 

A Faulty Faith A Firm Faith 

Culture centered  
philosophy 

Christ centered  
theology 

Human reason Divine revelation 

Depends on our  
performance to  
receive God’s  
acceptance 

Depends on Christ’s 
performance to 
receive God’s  
acceptance 

Keeping the rules Keeping the  
relationship 

Produces  
disconnection 

Produces a growing 
connection 

Disqualifies you by 
human judgement 

Qualifies you by 
God’s forgiveness 

Dead to this world 
Belongs to this world 

Submit to rules 
False humility 

 
Doesn’t work 

Alive in Christ v13 
Belong to Christ 

Submit to relationship 

Authentic humility 
 

Does work 


