
 
Notes 

_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________

Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

Colossians 2:8-15 
 

How to Connect Your Fight 
to Your Faith 

 
2 Timothy 4:7 “I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
 
I. Face the fact that there is a fight 
 
Vv 4 & 5b “I tell you this so that no one may  
deceive you by fine- sounding arguments...I am 
present with you in spirit and delight to see how 
orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ 
is.” 
 
You can be connected and still be  
compromised 
 
 
V 8a “See to it that no one takes you captive 
through hollow and deceptive philosophy...” 
 
You are vulnerable to being deceived 
 
II. Fight to fix your philosophy of life 

Week 8 
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Remaining Needed  $16,474 
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                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,892 
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What are you fighting these days - is it a bad attitude, a cranky co-worker, an unsupportive 
spouse, a financial fallout, or just your own bout with doubt? If you are anything like me, 
you can be fully engaged in some emotional battle and fail to stop and ask yourself how to 
connect your fight to your faith. 
 
Today’s text prevents us from ignoring the fact that there is a fight going on in the spiritual 
world. We understand what a physical battle looks like - tanks, guns, bombs, armor and 
strategy that must be employed to win these life and death conflicts. But what eludes us is 
that the Bible is full of allegories and metaphors about our spiritual conflict. Common 
knowledge: if you go strolling through the streets of Afghanistan without protection, you 
might not make it out. Uncommon knowledge: we don’t think twice about the spiritual influ-
ence a college professor can have on young minds, or how the grip of materialism/
individualism can distract us from a fully-committed walk with Christ. Because we don’t 
see these things as a threat to our faith, we are often captured by a philosophy of life that 
deceives us into thinking that God is about church and praise songs, and everything else 
finds its meaning from the principles of this world. 
 
The Colossian heresy that Paul confronted is not the same philosophy to which we are 
vulnerable, but its strategy is similar. It is to distract the believer from the sufficiency and 
Lordship of Christ - cause them to look to the amount of possessions they have, the myth 
of positive thinking, the pursuit of pleasure, or even some extra special religious experi-
ence as a way to fill their life with more meaning. Personal beliefs influence us to choose 
materialism over ministry, comfort over commitment, political power to change lives over 
Christ’s power to do the same. All the while, a deeper, fuller connection to Christ awaits 
them - the one source that can truly meet those needs. 
 
The three bottom-line points from today’s text are: 
 

1. You are vulnerable. How do the following passages beg us to remember the fact 
that we are in a spiritual fight (2Co 10:3-5; Eph 6:10-18; 2Ti 4:7)? 

2. You are responsible. No one else can decide your beliefs. Others can help you to 
study, learn and seek after truth, but only you can decide your life philosophy. 
Where do these passages instruct us to go to form our belief system (2Ti 2:15, 4: 2-
4, 3:16)? Looking at Col 2:8, there are several transferable applications. Look back 
at your notes and answer the following 4 questions for evaluation:  

 Is there a relationship that you need to be careful of? 

 Is your philosophy in any way hollow or deceptive?  

 Is it based on human tradition or God’s truth? 

 Is it based on the principles of the world or on God’s Word? 

3. You are forgiven. Satan can cause believers to question their forgiveness. How do 
the following passages confirm your perfect position in Christ and your right stand-
ing of righteousness and forgiveness (Heb 10:9-10; Col 1:22; Rom 8:1; Eph 1:7; 
2Pe 1:8-9;  2Co 5:21)?       

 
Remember to pick up this month’s memory card “I am a disciple” and begin to meditate on 
it as a way to change and refine your philosophy of life. 
 
In His Love, Pastor Jeff  



V 8 “See to it that no one takes you captive 
through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the basic  
principles of this world rather than on Christ.” 
 
4 Questions for Evaluation 
 

1. Is there a relationship that you need to 
be careful of? 

2. Is your philosophy in any way hollow 
or deceptive?  

3. Is it based on human tradition or God’s 
truth? 

4. Is it based on the principles of the 
world or on God’s Word? 

 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 “For though we live in the 
world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons 
of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself 
up against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ.” 
 
You are responsible for what you believe 
 
III. Focus on the fullness of Christ 
 
Vv 9-10 “For in Christ all the fullness of the  
Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been 
given fullness in Christ, who is the head over 
every power and authority.” 
(On Video: Romans 12:1-2—The Message) 
 

1. Accept that Christ is fully God 
 

2. Accept that only Christ can make you 
holy (forgiven), not the law 

 
V 13b “God made you alive with Christ. He  
forgave us all our sins...” 
 
Hebrews 10:9-10 “Then he said, ‘Here I am, I 
have come to do your will.’ He sets aside the 
first to establish the second. And by that will, 
we have been made holy through the sacrifice 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 
 

3. Accept that the cross of Christ fully     
satisfies the demands of the law 

 
Vv 11-15 “In him you were also circumcised, in 
the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a 
circumcision done by the hands of men but 
with the circumcision done by Christ, having 
been buried with him in baptism and raised 
with him through your faith in the power of 
God, who raised him from the dead. When you 
were dead in your sins and in the  
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God 
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all 
our sins, having canceled the written code, 
with its regulations, that was against us and 
that stood opposed to us; he took it away,  
nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the 
powers and authorities, he made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the 
cross.” 
 
You can live in forgiveness  

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
3/04/17-3/05/17 
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