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Pastor Jeff Leis 
 

How To Be A Sold-Out  
Believer 

Part 1 
Colossians 1:21-23 

 

 

By Committing to Serve for the Sake of the 
Gospel (Good News) 
 
       

 The Gospel is God’s redemptive story/
plan that reached its climax in the life, 
death and resurrection, of His son, 
Jesus Christ, through whom we are 
made right with God and in whom we 
discover real and eternal life 

 
V 23 “... if you continue in your faith, established and 
firm, not moved from the hope held out in the  
gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that 
has been proclaimed to every creature under  
heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a  
servant.” 

       
Servant, in Greek, is “diakonos” - a waiter, a 
minister - one who serves 
       
V 25 “I have become its servant by the commission 
God gave me to present to you the word of God in 
its fullness...” 

Week 4  

Summary for January 

Needed for Month $120,000 

Income Received  $97,230 

Remaining Needed  $22,770 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $75,108 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,892 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 

Assignment: 
Being sold-out to something or someone creates an intensity that is hard to ignore. I doubt that Jesus 
was often ignored, and I would think if we were living as He calls us to live, we’d be hard to ignore, 
too. When you think of sold-out, it conjures up pictures of:  
 

1. A soldier whose zeal is so persuasive, you’d trust them with your life  
2. An athlete whose training is so rigorous, you’d anticipate their victory wherever they compete  
3. An entrepreneur whose ambition is so high, you’d gladly invest your money with them  
 

A sold-out person is inspiring at least, and motivational and life-changing at best. 
 

If you think about the term, “sold-out,” you might also run into its use at the local grocery store. They 
might be sold-out of watermelon, or have no more tri-tip or ribeye steak. I actually think both mean-
ings are linked. The person who is truly “sold-out” has run out of excuses. There are no more reasons 
to sit on the fence, gone are the objections for for personal change, action, or involvement. So, what 
does it take to be sold-out for Christ? top making excuses and to start obeying. 
 

Today, we begin a three-week focus in Colossians that will help us to understand  more deeply what 
it might look like to be sold-out. From Col 1:21-2:6, we see the Apostle Paul pausing to remind these 
believers, whom he had never met, just who he is - sold-out! 
 

The first characteristic? A commitment to serve for the sake of the Gospel (vv 23, 25). Many of us are 
not sold-out because we have missed a few foundational spiritual realities reaffirmed in  today’s text.  
Process the following three points with a friend or mentor who will help you to commit to  these steps 
and strengthen your foundation: 
 

1. Who we are without Jesus. Because we can easily lose our perspective, Paul starts this section 
by reminding his readers who they were without Christ (v 21): “alienated” and “enemies.” Those 
are rather strong terms describing our separation from God without Christ. The first critical 
change that we have to make in order to be sold-out is to change the way we think. Notice how 
they were “enemies in their minds” (v 21). It goes right back to perspective. How do the following 
passages urge us to think differently, and therefore, be different (Ro 12:2; Col 3:1- 2; 2Co 10:3-
5)? 

2. Who we are with Jesus. I love this passage. It portrays who I am with Jesus. As soon as I accept 
the gift of salvation, I am changed relationally and positionally. Look how v22 describes that 
change: “...holy in His sight, without blemish, and free from accusation.” This changes our think-
ing, and has an indelible  emotional impact. When you are reeling in insecurity, chances are 
you’re simultaneously obsessing on how others perceive you, and self-perception. The more I 
focus on how God views me, the more undeterred I become by the perception of  others. This 
spiritual truth frees me from the paralyzing trap of performance. What do these passages say 
about how God pictures you (Heb 10:10; Ro 5:1-2, 6-8; Titus 3:5-7)? How does this point impact 
our foundation? How does this passage affirm our “I am Loved” principle? 

3. How to build our resolve to be like Jesus. The word “If,” which starts the next phrase, is called a 
“second class condition” in Greek syntax and carries an expectation of completion. So our text 
would read better as: “Since you are going to continue in your faith...” There is a resolve to move 
forward in confidence. That’s what sold-out people do. Faith is the presence of trust, not the 
absence of doubt. If I am sold-out, I behave uniquely. It doesn’t mean I don’t question things or 
wrestle with issues; it means that when push comes to shove, I keep coming, growing, serving, 
and looking to Christ for my resolve. I love the way v23 ties into our theme of “Foundations.” The 
believer, the disciple of Christ, has a foundation sturdy enough to withstand the storms of life. 
Notice what that believer gains: “If (Since) you continue in your faith, established and firm, not 
moved from the hope held out in the gospel.” The person who professes, but does not continue, 
isn’t going to have a firm foundation, and will be tossed about like driftwood on a troubled sea. 
What kinds of practices are you discovering that empower you to stay focused on loving and 
obeying Jesus? If you find yourself without this firm foundation, what is keeping you from devel-
oping these new and distinct habits? 

          
In His Love, Pastor Jeff 



Commission, in Greek, is“oikonomia”- 
(nomos= law or rule and oikos = house).  
Literally, it means “to rule a house” or “to 
steward what belongs to someone else.” 
       
1 Peter 4:10 “Each one should use whatever gift he 
has received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God's grace in its various forms.”  

       

To Be Sold-out to Serve, You Need 
to Understand: 
 
I. Who you are without Jesus (Condition 

without Christ) 
 
 

 
V21 “Once you were alienated from God and 
were enemies in your minds because of your 
evil behavior.” 
 
Our past alienation. (Romans 5:6-11 & Titus 
3:3-7) Uncontrolled thoughts produce out-of-
control behavior 
 

 Learning to think differently 
       
II. Who you are with Jesus 
       
V22 “But now he has reconciled you by Christ's 
physical body through death to present you holy in 
his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.” 
 

Our present reconciliation (Position with 
Christ) 
 

 We are connected relationally to God 
 
 We are corrected positionally with God 

 
1. “Holy in His sight” - being set apart 
2. “without blemish” - flawless 
3. “free from accusation” - blameless  

 
 Learning to feel differently 

 
III. How to build your resolve to be like   

Jesus 
 
V23 “... if you continue in your faith, established 
and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the 
gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that 
has been proclaimed to every creature under  
heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a serv-
ant.” 

 
Our future transformation (Disposition for 
Christ) 1Jo 3:2 
 

1. “continue in your faith” - keep     
showing up 

2. “established and firm” - keep growing 
up 

3. “not moved from the hope” - keep 
looking up    
    

Colossians 1:5 “... the faith and love that spring 
from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven 
and that you have already heard about in the word 
of truth, the gospel...” 

 
 Learning to behave differently  

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
2/04/17-2/05/17 
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Fill in the Blanks: Serve, Gospel, plan, minis-
ter, without, past alienation, thoughts, behavior, 
think, with, present reconciliation, connected, cor-
rected, apart, flawless, blameless, feel, resolve, 
future transformation, showing, growing, looking, 
behave 


