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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Foundations 

How Jesus Can Change Your Life 
 

Colossians 1:15-20 
 

When you believe 
He is God 

 
I. He is the Portrait of the Father 
 

V 15 “He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation.” 
 

 “Image” in Greek is “eikon” and 
means “portrait” 

 

(Jesus) Jn 14:9-10 “Anyone who has seen me has 
seen the Father.” 
 

Heb 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and 
the exact representation of His being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful word.” 

 

 “Firstborn” is often used as a title 
of preeminence (see also v 18) 

 

Psa 89:20,27 “I have found David My servant. With 
My holy oil I have anointed him, with whom My hand 
will be established...I also shall make him My 
firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” 
 

Eph 4:24 “...put on the new self, created to be like 
God…” 

Week 3  

Summary for January 

Needed for Month $120,000 

Income Received  $78,945 

Remaining Needed  $41,055 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $75,108 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $24,892 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 

At the heart of Christianity is the conviction that Jesus is God. As God, He is the creator of all things. To-
day’s text affirms this belief as one of the most descriptive and powerful expressions of Christ as God. I have 
suggested five ways that Paul affirms Jesus’ power and preeminence:  

 He is the Portrait of the Father v 15  

 He is the Producer and Proprietor of all creation vv 16-17  

 He is the Pointman for the Church v 18 

 He is the Peacemaker for reconciliation vv 19-20 
 

There are two distinctive terms in verse 15 to note: image and firstborn. The word “image” is the Greek 
word, eikon, and can be translated as “portrait.” Jesus shows us what God looks like. The book of Hebrews 
says that Jesus is God’s “exact representation.” When people in history wanted to be remembered, they 
would procure an artist to make a portrait of stone or paint. Throughout the Gospels, we learn about God’s 
character, how He responds to trials, sickness, prejudice, brokenness and other elements of humankind. By 
the end of this section in Colossians, we discover that God not only wants us to see who He is, He wants us 
to experience Him at the deepest level. As we increase our grasp of Jesus’ significance, we will increase our 
clarity about who God is, what God is like, and the lengths He will go to bring us into a restored relationship 
with Himself.  
 

The second term, “firstborn,” has been hijacked by a contemporary false teaching that most of us will en-
counter right on our doorstep (To see the middle portion of Pastor Jeff’s Back page assignment, blog down-
load our YC app and touch the Welcome tab to find his blog and more). 
 

Look closely at Col 1:17 and 2:19. Here, we see that Jesus created all things and that He holds all things 
together. Louie Giglio, an Atlanta minister who popularised a classic biological discovery that has since 
become a metaphor for the way Jesus holds things together. Laminin is a protein that is part of the extracel-
lular matrix in humans and animals. The extracellular matrix (ECM) lies outside of cells and provides support 
and attachment for cells inside organs (along with many other functions). Laminin has “arms” that associate 
with other laminin molecules to form sheets and bind to cells. Laminin and other ECM proteins essentially 
“glue” the cells (such as those lining the stomach and intestines) to a foundation of connective tissue. This 
holds the cells in place and allows them to function properly.  
 

What is fascinating about this God-created protein is that it looks very much like a cross when examined 
under a microscope. Whether or not God created the shape of Laminin protein so we would one day discov-
er it and conclude that Jesus’ work on the Cross holds us together, I cannot say, but it is an interesting ques-
tion to ask and ponder! 
 

When we come to terms with Jesus’ significance, everything changes. Paul continually stretches and refines 
our grasp of Christ’s role. Jesus continually made those around Him (who thought they had it all figured out) 
uncomfortable with His claim of being God. That is why they crucified Him. They were threatened by the 
assertion that He was God, because, if it were true, they would have to change. Now here in Colossians we 
see the apostle Paul making equally incredulous statements about who Jesus is, and those same assertions 
made people uncomfortable. Why? Because if Jesus is who the Bible claims Him to be, and we genuinely 
believe it, it means we have to change. Two essential questions, my friends: Do you believe? Are you willing 
to change? 
 

Under each point of today’s message, I give an application, a way that Jesus can become our foundation. 
Look over each application step and ask yourself if you are ready to take that step to more closely align 
yourself with who Jesus is: 
 

 He is the portrait of the Father - Do you want to be more like Him? What do the listed passages 

call us to do so (Eph 4:24; 2Co 3:18; 1Jn 4:17)? 

 He is the Producer and Proprietor of all creation -How could this truth help you submit to Him at a 

deeper level (1Co 6:19-20; James 4:7)? 

 He is the Point-man for the Church - He is in charge. What motivates you to obey Him (Jn 8:31; 

14:16, 21, 23)? 

 He is the Peacemaker for reconciliation - What would it look like if you were committed to become 

a peacemaker (Mat 5:9; 2Co 5:14-21; Phl 4:9)? 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 



2 Co 3:18 “And we... are being transformed into His 
likeness.” 
 

1Jn 4:17 “In this world we are like Jesus.” 
 

 Application: I will cultivate my      
desire to be like Him 

 

II. He is the Producer and Proprietor of all 
creation 

 

V 16 “For by Him all things were created; things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things 
were created by him and for him. He is before all 
things and in Him all things hold together.” 
 

 “By Him” - He is the creator 
 

Jn 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through Him all things 
were made; without Him nothing was made that has 
been made….” 
 

 “For Him” - He is the owner 
 

Heb 1:2 “In these last days he (God) has spoken to 
us by His Son...through whom whom he made the 
universe.” 
 

 “In Him” - He is the sustainer/glue 
(Laminin) 

 

V 17 “He is before all things and in Him all things 
hold together.” 
 

Application: I will put my trust in Him 
 
 

III. He is the Pointman for the Church 
 

V 18 “And he is the head of the body, the church: he 
is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in everything he might have the  
supremacy.” 
 

Eph 1:22-23 (MSG) “He is in charge of it all, has the 
final word on everything. At the center of all this, 
Christ rules the Church. The church you see is not 
peripheral to the world, the world is peripheral to the 
church. The church is Christ body, in which he 
speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with His 
presence.” 

 When I accept that he is the Head of 
the Church (and I am a part of the 
Church), 

 

 I will obey Him 
 

Jn 14:16 “If you love me you will obey what I  
command.” 
 

IV. He is the Peace-maker for reconciliation 
 

Col 1:19-20 “For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile 
to himself all things, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.” 
 
 

 I will embrace God’s mission for 
me to become a peacemaker/
ambassador of reconciliation 

 

Mat 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called the sons of God.” 
 

2 Co 5:18-21 “All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and gave us the  
ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling 
the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s 
sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who 
had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 
 

 Jesus won positional               
righteousness for us 

 
 I will seek to reflect His will and 

presence in my life 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
1/28/17-1/29/17 
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Fill in the Blanks: Portrait, like, Producer, Pro-
prietor, trust, Pointman, obey, Peace-maker, rec-
onciliation, reflect 


