
Purposeful living enables satisfaction. Let me explain.  Just as fish are made for water and birds for the air, 
we were made for a relationship with God.  If a bird couldn’t fly, it wouldn’t be able to achieve its intended 
purpose.  It was made to fly, to navigate the wind, to twist and turn, to float and glide.  We would say that 
bird is wounded.  When we are out of sync with our intended purpose, we lose the satisfaction of spiritual 
flight.  
 

Last week we looked closely at 1Co 12 which is all about connecting to God and the gifts that He has put 
into each of us.  When we learn how to honor God through the use those gifts, we accomplish the purposes 
of God together.  When we find our purpose in Him, our lives have meaning.  When we are distracted from 
God’s purposes, we find ourselves engaged in activities or relationships that invariably leave us unfulfilled. 
Even our own abilities, if not connected to a cause larger than ourselves, will simply highlight how  
inconsequential we are.  
 

Trying to find meaning apart from God is like trying to find fish out of water, leaves without trees.  Any  
attempt to find purpose without consideration of why we were created will frustrate both ourselves and those 
with whom we have relationship.  
 

When we seek to find actualization or fulfillment apart from God, we end up with uncertainty about our value, 
our future and our purpose. Notice how the Bible defines faith. He 11:1: “Now faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  Faith connects us to God, and connects us to purposes larger 
than ourselves.  Eph 2:10 says: “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good work, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
 

Genuine satisfaction comes from discovering our purpose for living and then living up to that purpose.  
When we discover that God loves us and has created us for His purposes, we may still get distracted, but 
we have something (better yet, Someone) to come back to again and again who reaffirms our existence and 
purpose.  I believe this was the Apostle Paul’s intention for writing to the Corinthian believers.  They were 
trying to find satisfaction from their gifting, abilities and favorite leaders, not from God’s Spirit and the coop-
eration that the Body of Christ needs at its core.  Greater division not greater unity, more competition not 
more compassion, and a disconnection from one another instead of the intimate connection that reflects 
God’s love. 
 

The last verse of 1Co 12 sets up the reader for a reality check, or better yet, a love check.  Verse 31: “But 
eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way.”  At first blush it looks like 
there are a set of gifts that supercede others.  We see the word “greater gifts” and assume there must also 
be “lesser gifts.”  Paul beautifully helps us to discover (unwrap) the spiritual truth that every gift can be a 
great gift when that gift functions from a motivation of love.  
 

In 1Co 13 Paul gives us three critical things that must be cultivated to discover how to make our gifts  
“great”: 

1. We must shatter our misconceptions of what love is, vv 1-3. 
2. We must build a more accurate expression of what love is, vv 4-7. 
3. We must grow in our connection with love itself, vv 8-13. 

 

We can all relate to experiences that fell short of the satisfaction we longed for.  No one wants to live in  
frustration.  This powerful little chapter can literally serve as a guide to greater satisfaction.  Take some time 
to review the message notes and the corresponding verses.  Recount with a friend or mentor how you might 
be vulnerable to misconceptions of love, inaccurate expressions of love, and disconnection from God’s love. 
See if you can give illustrations of each taking place in your own life.  
 

Conversely, try to recount times when you did some kind gesture and knew that your motivation was pure, 
when you felt like you accurately and effectively expressed love, and  sensed within yourself a more mature 
response to a difficult situation.  Were those experiences more satisfying?  Why?  How can you make those 
kinds of experiences and interactions more of the norm instead of the exception? 
 

Our Spiritual Growth Plan  is exactly for this purpose.  Do your best to complete it and then share it with 
someone for greater insight and accountability.  For more insight, tools and instruction, go online to  
yosemitechurch.com/next-steps  
 

We look forward to seeing you on Christmas Eve as we look at the Gift that Goes to the Heart.  This will be 
an ideal message for friends and loved ones who have not yet made a commitment to Christ. 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

Summary for December 

Needed for Month $160,000 

Income Received  $55,633 

Remaining Needed  $104,367 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,908 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,092 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Unwrapping 
Your Gifts 

The Gift That Satisfies 
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

 
 

I. What is the gift that Satisfies? 
 

 Satisfaction is experiencing God 
working through you to express love 

 
Ephesians 3:17-19 “I pray that you, being  
rooted and established in love, may have  
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God.” 



Colossians 3:12-14 “As God’s chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. Bear with each other and forgive 
whatever grievances you may have against one 
another. And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them together in perfect unity.” 
 

 The Bible calls this spiritual maturity 
 
Ephesians 4:15-16 “Speaking the truth in love 
we will in all things grow up into him who is the 
head, that is Christ. From Him the whole body 
joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament grows and builds itself up in love, as 
each part does it’s work.” 
 
II. How do we unwrap this level of             

satisfaction: 
 

1. We must shatter our misconceptions of 
what love is 

 
Vs 1-3 “If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a  
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have 
the gift of prophecy and can fathom all  
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the 
poor and surrender my body to the flames, but 
have not love, I gain nothing.” 
 

 Purified motivation increases         
satisfaction 

 
2. We must build accurate expressions of 

what love is 
 
 

Vs 4-7 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not 
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily  
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.” 
 

 Improved communication increases 
satisfaction 

 
3. We must grow up in our connection 

with love itself 
 

Vs 10-11 “But when perfection come the  
imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I  
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
put childish ways behind me.” 
 
1 John 4:15-19 “If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and 
they in God.  And so we know and rely on the 
love God has for us. God is love. Whoever 
lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 
This is how love is made complete among us 
so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 
out fear, because fear has to do with  
punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love. We love because he first loved 
us.” 
 

 Mature representation increases   
satisfaction 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
12/17/16-12/18/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: experiencing, love, maturity, 
misconceptions, motivation, expressions, 
 communication, connection, representation 


