
Assignment 
 

Unwrapping God’s gifts is always a journey. His gifts are never intended for a one time, open-and-
done experience. His gifts always keep on giving. Like most good gifts, His are intended to benefit 
ourselves and others. When we discover what He has given us, it changes and refines our purpose 
for living. There is no deeper question than: “Why am I here, why do I exist?” 
 

Last week we looked at the gift that keeps us on track - the Holy Spirit. The gift of His presence is 
perhaps the most under-utilized gift of all. At a recent meeting, several staff members marveled at 
their phone’s ability to detect their location and voice-prompt their distance from some anticipated 
destination. Siri: “You are 10 minutes from Yosemite Church.” I was confounded that my iPhone, 
same as theirs, wasn’t giving me any notification. They took unfair joy in pointing out that I wasn't 
utilizing my phone’s potential. I was ignorant to the capabilities of my pocket companion.  
 

This is how the Apostle Paul starts his spiritual gift discussion with the believers in Corinth. 1Co 12:1: 
“Now about spiritual gift, brother and sister, I do not want you to be ignorant.” We not only don’t know, 
we don’t know what we don’t know. The good news is that we don't have to remain ignorant. We can 
discover and unwrap the power of His presence and the gifting that He has placed within each of us.  
 

In this detailed chapter, Paul outlines two major issues: by nature of the world around us, we are both 
distracted and disconnected from God’s purposes. Verse 2 says: “You know that when you were 
pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols.”  You probably don’t 
consider yourself either a “pagan” or an “idol” worshipper. But before you discount Paul’s observation, 
consider how easily we can get distracted by things around us. Cars, houses, machinery, and toys of 
every kind can have an idolatrous effect on the best of us. An idol can be anything that pulls us away 
from God as our center. Idolatry occurs when we try to find meaning and purpose apart from who He 
is and who He has made us to be.  
 

Paul gives two rather humorous examples of how we disconnect from God’s purposes when we do 
not function interdependently on one another. Read vv 14-26 concerning insecurity and conceit (or 
prideful independence).  
 

Process the following questions with a mentor or your small group:  

 What happens when either of these distractions take place within community?  

 What kind of behavior or internal struggle fuels either of these?  

 Would you welcome someone holding you accountable for being distracted or              

disconnecting? If so, how would you want them to approach such a conversation? 
 

Purposeful living, in contrast, is where we enjoy a more vital connection to God and one another. 
When this becomes part of daily life, we are empowered to keep in step with the Spirit and all that 
God wants to do and accomplish through His body, the Church. Process the following questions as 
they relate to 1Co 12 (use the sermon notes as a aid to your discussion or observations): 
 

1. How well do you think we live interdependently on one another?  
2. What things keep us from experiencing great purpose within community?  
3. How is the “Godhead” a reflection of unity, and what does this passage indicate about each 

member of the Godhead (Trinity)?  
4. How does the phrase “All for one and one for all” strike you as an appropriate theme for this 

chapter’s focus, and why?  
5. How would valuing our “humanity, diversity, and empathy” improve our sense of             

community, and what would be an example of each? 
 

What steps could you take in 2017 to discover your spiritual gifts and to find deeper purpose within 
the body of Christ? Download and fill out your Spiritual Growth Plan at yosemitechurch.com under the 
“Next Steps” tab. 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

Summary for December 

Needed for Month $160,000 

Income Received  $30,827 

Remaining Needed  $129,173 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,908 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,092 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Unwrapping 
Your Gifts 

The Gift That Gives You 
Purpose 

1 Corinthians 12 

I. Unwrapping God’s Purposes helps us to 
discover: 

 
1. Simplicity within Complexity 
2. Unity within Diversity 
3. Identity within Community 

 
 Purposeful Living is the ability to live 

dependently on God, and                
independently on others with a     
passion to serve God’s Kingdom 
(purposes/agenda). 

 We discover our place in His Body 
(The Church). 

 Think “All for one and one for all” 
 
II. Without Purposeful Living we are: 
 

1. Easily Distracted 



Vv 1-2 “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want 
you to be ignorant. You know that when you were 
‘pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and 
led astray to mute idols.” 
 

2. Easily Disconnected 
Vv 12-13 “The body is a unit, though it is made up of 
many parts; and though all its parts are many, they 
form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all 
baptised by one Spirit into one body-whether jews or 
greeks, slave or free-and we were all given the one 
spirit to drink.” 
 

Which can produce: 
 Insecurity: fueled by envy and com-

parison  
 

Vv 14-20 “Now the body is not made up of one part but 
of many. If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a 
hand, I do not belong to the body,’ it would not for that 
reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear 
should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong 
to the body, it would not for that reason cease to be part 
of the body. But in fact God has arranged the parts in 
the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to 
be.  
 

 Conceit: fueled by superiority and in-
sensitivity 

 

V 21 “‘The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don't need 
you!’ And the head cannot say to the feet, ‘I don't 
need you!’” 
 

III. With Purposeful Living we learn to focus 
on and submit to:  

 

1. The Lordship of Christ  
V 3 “Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking 
by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus be cursed,’ and no 
one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy 
‘Spirit.” 
 

2. The Power of the Trinity  
Vv 4-6 “There are different kinds of gifts, but the 
same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but 
the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, 
but the same God works all of them in all men.” 

3. The purpose of our individual gifts  
V 7 “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for the common good.” 
 

4. The source of our individual gifts  
V 11 “All these are the work of one and the same 
‘Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he 
‘determines.” 
 

5. The source of our unity  
Vv 12-13 “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into 
one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and 
we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” 
 

6. The values needed for unity 
 

 We value our humanity - weaknesses  
 

Vv 22-24a “On the contrary, those parts of the body 
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the 
parts that we think are less honorable we treat with 
special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable 
are treated with special modesty, while our 
‘presentable parts need no special treatment.” 
 

 We value our diversity - strengths 

(Video Q, Peter Drucker, The purpose of 
a team...Q-file) 

 
V 24b-25 “But God has combined the members of the 
body and has given greater honor to the parts that 
lacked it, so that there should be no division in the 
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for 
each other.” 
 

 We value the need for empathy -       

compassion 
 

V 26 “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if 
one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
12/10/16-12/11/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: Simplicity, Unity, Identity, Dis-
tracted, Disconnected, Insecurity, Conceit, Christ, Trini-
ty, purpose, source, humanity, diversity, empathy 


