
Assignment: 
Today’s assignment covers both last week's focus on “The Gift That Get’s You Out of Trouble” and this 
week’s focus, “The Gift That Keeps You on Track.” Please go to my “Back Page blog for the complete  
assignment and questions for discussion. www.jeffleis.wordpress.com 
 

Unwrapping the gifts that God has for us starts with receiving the gift of His presence through acceptance of 
Christ. Jesus spoke several times about this amazing gift that He wants every believer to unwrap and enjoy 
to its fullest. If you gave someone a gift and it either remained unopened, or opened but not utilized, your 
heart would probably break. It must also sadden our Savior to know that He has given us an amazing gift 
that can get us out of trouble and keep us on track and yet we leave it untouched under a Christmas tree.  
Trouble is inevitable, but staying on track is optional. 
 

That is what Jesus told us: “In this world you will have trouble (John 16:33).” We are going to find ourselves 
in trouble, but the good news is that He will continue to get us out of difficulty when we learn to keep in step 
(stay on track) with Him (Gal 5:26). The second half of John 16:33 encourages us to “take heart, I have 
overcome the world.” 1John 4:4 says it another way: “the one who is in you (the Spirit) is greater than the 
one who is in the world (Satan).” Trouble is inevitable, but staying on track is a choice. If you don’t stay on 
track, you’ll struggle to get out of the trouble that will invariably come. The former is the recipe to the latter. If 
I want to maneuver my way through the troubles of this life, I must cultivate a deepening awareness of God’s 
presence so my faith can stay on track. 
 

We can get off track by the most innocent of things - even things that are not bad in and of themselves. In 
Acts 1, where Jesus promised the gift of His presence through the Spirit, the disciples got off track and  
Jesus had to refocus them. Notice what happened as soon as Jesus gave the promise of the Spirit in  
Acts 1:5: “Do not leave Jerusalem but wait for the gift my Father promised which you have heard me speak 
about.” Now look at how quickly they got off track, “...So when they met together they asked Him, ‘Lord are 
you at this time going to restore the kingdom of Israel?’” There they went, bringing in their own agenda  
instead of staying with God’s agenda. In the next sentence, Jesus pulled them back on track: “It is not for 
you to know the times or dates the Father has set…”  
 

That’s a hard pill for us to swallow. We want God to help us figure out all of our questions. Questions like:  

 When will you restore the kingdom of Israel?  

 When will Jesus return?  

 How long will the tribulation exist?   

 When will I find Mr. or Mrs. Right? 

 Will I be successful in marriage?  

 Will we enjoy sex in heaven?  

 We get off track ever so quickly! 

 
We are desperate for someone to come alongside and remind us, “It is not for you to know the times or 
dates….” Just as Jesus was right there beside the disciples to pull them back on track, He has given us His 
Spirit to do the same thing.  
(Go to my “Back Page Blog to read the whole assignment) 
 

Visit yosemitechurch.com/nextsteps to find our “Spiritual Growth Plan”. Then complete your own Spiritual 
Growth plan and let’s decide together to make 2017 the best year of our lives.  
 

Questions for group discussion:  

 How can we (as believers) be better at listening and learning from each others’ experiences rather 

than forcing that experience upon others? What have you experienced in your walk with God (the 
Spirit) that fits into one or more of the terms describing the Spirit (Counselor, Comforter, Advocate, 
Helper, Guide, Teacher, Friend, and one who brings conviction)? 

 Why and how important is it that we recognize the fruit or evidence of the Spirit’s presence?  

 What are ways that we can help one another to keep in step, or stay on track, with our connection to 

the Spirit of God? 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 

Summary for November 

Needed for Month $130,000 

Income Received  $122,321 

Remaining Needed  $7,679 
Emergency Fund Goal:         $100,000                Received to date:            $74,908 
                                                                                Remaining need:            $25,092 
You can give online at www.yosemitechurch.com 
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Pastor Jeff Leis 

Unwrapping 
Your Gifts 

The Gift That Keeps 
You On Track 

I. The Gift of the Holy Spirit 
 

1. At salvation, you receive the Holy Spirit 
 
Galatians 4:6 “God sent the Spirit of His Son into our 
hearts, the Spirit who calls out ‘Abba Father,’” 
 
Jn 14:5-6 “Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t 
know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” 
 
Romans 8:9 “And remember that those who do not 
have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong 
to him at all.)  And Christ lives within you, so even 
though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit 
gives you life because you have been made right 
with God.” (NLT) 
 

2. At salvation, you were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit 

 
Acts 1:5 “For John baptized with water, but in a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”   



There are two Baptisms:  
 

ONE. Baptism into the Body when we accept the 
Spirit of Christ-personal salvation. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12 “For we were all baptized by one 
Spirit, into one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to 
drink.” 
 

TWO. Baptism into water in the name of Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit-public dedication. 
 

Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations. Baptizing them in the name of the  
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. And 
teaching them to obey everything I have command-
ed you…” 
 

 New Testament terms:  
 

“Baptisma” Means to immerse into something. 2 
times in Acts the Spirit is described as  
immersing, “baptizing” individuals. 3 times in 
Acts the Spirit is described as being “poured 
out” in individuals. And 10 times the Spirit is  
described as “filling” individuals. 
 

 The Big Idea: God wants to saturate 
who you are with who He is. 

 

John 7:38 “Rivers of living water will brim and spill 
out of the depths of anyone who believes in me this 
way, just as the Scripture says.” (He said this in  
regard to the Spirit, whom those who believed in him 
were about to receive. The Spirit had not yet been 
given because Jesus had not yet been glori-
fied.)”  (MSG) 
 

 The Big result is the overflow (fruit) of 
His presence. 

 

Galatians 5:22 “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.” 
 
 

II. Learning to keep in step (stay on Track) with 
the Holy Spirit 

 
1. I need to deepen my relationship and 

connection with the Spirit of God. 

Ephesians 3:16-19 “I pray that out of his glorious  
riches he may strengthen you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 
being rooted and established in love, may have  
power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and 
to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you 
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.” 
 

2. I need to be under the influence 
(control) of the Spirit of God. 

 

Ephesians 5:15-18 “Be very careful, then, how you 
live—not as unwise but as wise,  making the most of 
every opportunity, because the days are evil.   
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 
Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” 
 

 Connect with God daily… 
 

3. I need to cultivate relationships that  
reinforce the influence of the Spirit of 
God 

 

Galatians 5:24-26, & 6:2, 6-9 “Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with 
its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, 
let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not  
become conceited, provoking and envying each  
other….Carry each others burdens and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ….Do not be deceived, 
God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 
The one who sows  to please his sinful nature from 
that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to 
please the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not  
become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  
 

 Grow with other in community… 
 

 Serve with others... 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
12/03/16-12/04/16 
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Fill in the Blanks: salvation, receive, baptized, 
immerse, saturate, overflow, deepen, influence, 
Connect, relationships, Grow, Serve 


