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Pastor Jeff Leis 
Following Jesus  

 

How to Make Progress 
  

John 2:1-11* 
  

To Follow Jesus (Believe) 

We Have to Learn to 

Trust and Obey 
  
  

The Miracle of Turning  
Water into Wine 

  

I.  Points us to a sign. 
 

Verse 11 “This, the first of his miraculous signs, 
Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus 
revealed his glory, and his disciples put their 
faith in him.”    
  
John 20:30 “Jesus did many other miraculous 
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not recorded in this book.”    
  

Jesus did many miraculous 
signs but John only mentions 
seven miracles. 

 

The word “sign” in Greek is 
“semeion” and means to signify, 
indicate or to make known; that 
which points to something greater. 
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YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
 

Today, let’s think about the two displays of Christ’s character that we see 
in this second chapter of John: Jesus turning water to wine and the 
cleansing of the temple. What do you remember about why John uses the 
word “sign”, “semeion” in Greek? To refresh your memory, look at the key 
verse in John 20:30. The “signs,” as John calls them, are always pointing 
to something and most of the time that something was about Jesus and 
His deity. 
 

In Greek mythology, there was a ‘god of wine.” Dionysus was his name 
and the Greek world would have seen this miracle potentially different 
than the Jewish world. How might they have been influenced by Jesus 
turning water to wine? 
 

How does verse 11 help us to see the big picture and what would this 
sign reveal about Christ’s “glory”? Look up the following passages and 
compare the ideas expressed in the word “glory:” Isaiah 40:5, Acts 7:2, 
Romans 1:23, Ephesians 1:12 and John 1:14. 
 

Considering Point II in your notes, how would you say most people look at 
Jesus: as a guest, as the Son of God or as their Savior? How have you 
moved along this progression? Do you treat Christ like a guest, polite but 
not too intimate? Do you see Him as God’s revealed One and only “Son 
of God”? When and how have you trusted Him as your Savior? 
 

Looking at the four principles derived from today’s text (Point III), take a 
few minutes and use each principle as an observation to journal. Using 
the SOAP model and the principles from today’s notes as your 
“Observation,” how would you “Apply” each one to your own life? 
 

We were unable to look at everything in this second chapter of John. 
Take a few minutes to read verses 12-25. Reflect on the following ques-
tions: What was going on in the Temple that was so offensive to Jesus? 
Since God alone would have the authority to cleanse the Temple, how 
does Jesus’ comments in verses 19-22 reflect His authority and why did-
n’t the disciples understand what Jesus meant by “Destroy this Temple”? 
Have you ever thought of your life or body as a temple? How does           
1 Corinthians 6:19 apply to this text, and what application is there for 
you? 
 

If you have started to journal, find someone to share what you are learn-
ing from your study. I hope you are trying to stretch yourself so you don’t 
neglect yourself spiritually. 
 

In His love, 
Pastor Jeff 
 

January 30/31, 2016 



 

Why? 
  

John 20:31“… these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is Christ, the Son of God…”  
 

John 14:11 “Believe me when I say that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the works (miracles) 
themselves.” 
 

 So we will grow in our belief 
(faith) in Christ. 

 

The word for “Believe” and “faith” 
is “pisteuo” or “pistis” in Greek, 
and means to have faith, to believe, 
or to trust. 

 

II. Points us to a natural progression. 
  

Stage 1: Jesus is the guest. 
  
Verses 1-2 “Jesus had also been invited…”     
 

Stage 2: Jesus is the Son. 
 

Verses 3-5 “When the wine was gone, Jesus’ 
mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’ ” 
  

Stage 3: Jesus is the Savior. 
 On video: Verses 6-11 
Verses 9 &11 “… the water that had been 
turned into wine.… This, the first of his miracu-
lous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. 
He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put 
their faith in him.” 
On video: see page 3 

 Two things are necessary to move through the progression. 
 

 You have to see Jesus as the Son of God before you can experi-
ence Him as the Savior. 

  You cannot experience the transformation of new wine (new life) 
until you are willing to do whatever He tells you. 

 
 

III. Points us to four principles to trust 
and obey. 

 

1. It is not ours to tell God what to 
do, but to trust Him for whatev-
er He’ll do, and obey what he 
asks us to do. 

 

Verses 3-5 “When the wine was gone, Jesus' 
mother said to him, ‘They have no more 
wine.’  ‘Dear woman, why do you involve me?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘My time has not yet come.’ His 
mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he 
tells you.’ ” 
  

2. Serve (obey) however you can. 
When you serve more, you’ll 
see more. 

 

Verses 6-8  “Nearby stood six stone water jars, 
the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gal-
lons. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars 
with water’; so they filled them to the brim. 
Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and 
take it to the master of the banquet.’ ” 
  

Verses 9  “… and the master of the banquet 
tasted the water that had been turned into 
wine. He did not realize where it had come 
from, though the servants who had drawn the 
water knew. Then he called the bridegroom 
aside… ” 
  

3. Do what is possible (trust and 
obey) and let Him do the im-
possible. 

 

4. Recognize that God often 
saves the best for last. 

 

Verses 10  “… you have saved the best till 
now.”  
 

1 Corinthians 2:9  “However, as it is written: 
‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind 
has conceived what God has prepared for 
those who love him.’ ” 

All Scripture is NIV, unless noted otherwise. 
1/30/16-1/31/16 
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Two things are necessary to move through the 

progression. 
 

 You have to see Jesus as the Son of God be-
fore you can experience Him as the Savior. 

  You cannot experience the transformation of 
new wine (new life) until you are willing to do 
whatever He tells you. 

Place On Video/screen: 
  
John 2 
Jesus Changes Water to Wine 
 1On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' 
mother was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been in-
vited to the wedding. 3When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother 
said to him, "They have no more wine." 
 4"Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied, "My time 
has not yet come." 
 5His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 
 6Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for 
ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.[a] 

 7Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled 
them to the brim. 
 8Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master 
of the banquet." 
   They did so, 9and the master of the banquet tasted the water 
that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had 
come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. 
Then he called the bridegroom aside 10and said, "Everyone brings 
out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the 
guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best 
till now." 
 11This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana 
of Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their 
faith in him. 
  
  
Verses 6-11 “His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he 
tells you.’ Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the 
Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty 
gallons. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; so 
they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, ‘Now draw some 
out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ They did so, and the 
master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into 
wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the serv-
ants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bride-
groom aside and said, ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first 
and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to 
drink; but you have saved the best till now.’ This, the first of his 
miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus 
revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.” 


