
“Who is Jesus?” 
Class Notes 
Session 11 

“The Controversial Life and Times of Jesus” 
“Miracles and Parables”  

 
John 2.1-11  Jesus concentrated on His main mission, indicated here by the word time and hour… 
 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus’ reference to His “hour” was about His death and resurrection.   
 
Mary may not fully understand what Jesus may be saying—but she trusts that He will do what is 
necessary.  

 
(vs.6-7): The six stone water jars were very large stone jars. In our English translations, the amount of water 

they could contain is given in our current measurements: 20 or thirty gallons.   

The Greek text uses the word, μετρητής (metrētēs) which literally means “a measure,” which was a 

liquid measure of about forty liters or about ten gallons.   

The Jars were carved of stone, which, according to Levitical rules, made them useful for purification 

as they were not made out of pottery and thus subject to ritual impurity (Leviticus 11:33).  

“The Jewish requirements for which the jars were used included ritual cleansing of the hands through 

pouring water on them and washing of vessels.”   (J.F. Walvoord, Ed. The Bible Knowledge Commentary). 

This would be especially practiced at large gatherings such as a wedding banquet.  

Jesus tells the servants to fill these jars (with water) and John adds, “they filled them up to the brim.”  

As will be shown, this “sign” will reflect the overflowing, “filled-to-the-brim” of God’s grace and 

mercy for all people!   

(vs.8-10): Here the miracle is complete! Since the jars were filled to the top, it would be easy to “draw some 

out” and given to the one in charge of the banquet.  

What is discovered is not water but wine—the best wine! One of the reasons the quality of the wine 

would be noticed is because at that time table wine was typically thick, syrupy wine and would be mixed 

with water to dilute. 

Jesus’ instruction to the servants to draw the wine would confirm the miracle—they witnessed the 

pouring of the water and the pouring of the wine! 

In the Old Testament, wine was a symbol of physical and spiritual joy, future hope, and abundance.   

 
John 2.11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in 
him. 
 

σημεῖον (sēmeion) = “Sign” “Characteristic” “Mark”      δόξα (doxa) = Lit., “What one thinks”(Opinion) 
“Honor”        

 
πιστεύω (pisteuō) = ”To entrust” “To give allegiance” 

 

This is active trust… 



John now tells us that this was Jesus’ first “sign” or miracle.  It is significant that this first miracle was 
witnessed by only the servants and the disciples (some scholars even suggest that at this early point in 
Jesus’ ministry, all 12 disciples had not been chosen yet).   
 
 
“The significance of the miracle was explained by John as a manifestation of Christ’s glory. In 
contrast with the ministry of Moses who turned water into blood as a sign of God’s judgment (Ex. 
7:14–24), Jesus brings joy. His first miracle was a gracious indication of the joy which He provides by 
the Spirit…. 120 gallons of fine wine were His gift to the young couple. The first miracle—a 
transformation—pointed to the kind of transforming ministry Jesus would have (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17). The 
disciples put their faith in Him. This initial faith would be tested and developed by a progressive 
revelation of Jesus, the Logos. At this point they did not understand His death and resurrection (John 
20:8–9) but they did know His power.” (J.F. Walvoord, Ed. The Bible Knowledge Commentary). 
 

 
 

Closing Questions and Applications… 
Jesus’ “True Divinity” assures the defeat of evil and death! 

 
Jesus’ “True Humanity” assures our salvation and hope! 

 
What could I give to Jesus that expresses my love and gratitude for His love and forgiveness?  

 
Jesus desires to “pour” His grace and love into my life! To invite me to… 

The “Wedding Feast of the Lamb!” 


