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Matthew 6.25-27 “The Treasure Trap.” “Therefore…is therefore…”  
 

In light of the alternatives described by Jesus (vs.19-23)…No need to worry.  
 
Appropriate concern and work are connected with trusting God and working within the pattern of 
his creation. 

 
μεριμνάω (merimnaō): Lit., “To think around.” (To care).   

 
Once again, Jesus uses the “How much more…” spiritual logic (Contrast).   

 
Jesus tells us to look at nature—the Birds!  Jesus’ argument presupposes a Biblical cosmology—God 
is so sovereign over the universe that the feeding of birds falls within His concerns.  

 
Jesus’  point is not that disciples (us) need not work—birds do not simply wait for God to drop food 
into their beaks—but there is no need to worry/be anxious.  

 
Faith is strengthened when believers remember that God is in a special sense our Father (not the 
birds’ Father)—and we are worth far more than birds (the “you” is emphatic in Greek).  

 

(v.27): The Greek word for “Life” is ἡλικία (hēlikia)… “Lifetime.” “Hour” in Greek is πῆχυς 
(pēchys)… Lit., “Cubit.” (about eighteen inches) or “age” (Heb 11:11 

 
Words used likely in a metaphorical sense (“You can’t’ add any time to your life…”) Conversely, 
anxiety/worry is more likely to shorten life than prolong it…Life is in God’s hands!  

 
Matthew 6.28-30 Jesus now turns to clothing and the “Lilies of the field.”  
 

These would be  the wildflowers abundant in Galilee. The “lilies of the field” correspond to “birds of 
the air.”  

 
Birds work but do not worry…The lilies neither toil nor spin (work)…Yet… 

 
Jesus contrasts King Solomon—the richest and most extravagant of Israel’s kings (… “in all his 
glory…”) with the beauty of a field of flowers that does not “grasp” wealth (“Here today…gone 
tomorrow!” 

 
The green grass of spring would be cut, dried, and bundled to be used as a natural source of fuel for 
fire ovens… 

 
This was a common Biblical metaphor for how life can dramatically change, as well as for human 
lack of control. 

 
Again, Jesus is not commending laziness but trust in God’s providence.   

 
If God cares for birds and for perishable flowers, how much more for His own beloved children 

(compare vs. 8, 32). “Little faith.” ὀλιγόπιστος (oligopistos)  …”Small faith.”  The root of anxiety is 
unbelief. 



Matthew 6.31-34 Jesus now offers the alternative to anxious worry.  
 

In light of God’s providential care…ask different questions!  
 

Disciples ask for/seek different values. The “Gentiles” (Pagans)…Non-believers who do not know 
or trust God the Father’s care and concern. 

 
(v.33): In view of vs.31-32, rather seek (“run after”) what God wants. A change of motivations and 
“loves.” Desire to live under the loving reign of your Heavenly Father. 

 
To seek first the “Kingdom of God” is to desire, to enter into, submit to, and participate in the 
saving reign of God…the Messianic Kingdom already inaugurated by Jesus. 

 
To seek God’s righteousness is to pursue righteousness of life in full submission to the will of God, 
as prescribed by Jesus throughout the Sermon on the Mount.  

 
Any other concerns that dominate one’s mind is to become a Gentile “worrier.”  

 
Living within such a relationship and commitment, Jesus’ disciples are assured that all the necessary 
things will be given them by their Heavenly Father!  

 
(v.34): Another “Therefore.” Because of God’s solemn promises…therefore… do not worry about 
tomorrow!  

 
Focus on today…Worry over tomorrow’s “What-ifs” is nonsensical—tomorrow hasn’t happened 
(and may not!). 

 
Jesus assure His disciples (us) that today’s grace is sufficient for today (Remember the manna!). 

 
If tomorrow does bring new trouble, God will give us new grace to deal with it. 

 
“If Jesus’ words are taken literally, it seems as if He encourages irresponsibility and laziness. And is it true that 
all birds are adequately fed and all flowers are beautiful? As with Jesus’ parables, we need to look for His 
central teaching here: seek God’s salvation, and then entrust your daily life to His loving care. We do this by 
faithfully making use of the Word and Sacraments, through which the Spirit leads us to repent of our sins and 
to trust Jesus for forgiveness. Convinced of our salvation, we commit our daily lives into the caring hands of 
our heavenly Father.” (The Lutheran Study Bible. Concordia Publishing, 2000). 
 
“…disciples have a “heavenly Father” who knows of their ongoing needs and who will supply them. If he 
takes care of his creation, he will surely take care of those who participate in his kingdom. The passage does 
not mean, however, that food, drink, clothing, and other such necessities will come to the disciple 
automatically without work or foresight. It addresses only the problem of anxiety about these things….Thus 
it is not simply God’s sovereign care that can be trusted but more importantly his special fatherly love and 
grace, which are the basis of the kingdom.”  (D.A. Hagner. Word Biblical Commentary: Matthew).  


