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Mark 3.7-12 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, 
from Galilee and Judea 8 and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and 
from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, they 
came to him. 9 And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of  the 
crowd, lest they crush him, 10 for he had healed many, so that all who had diseases 
pressed around him to touch him. 11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, 
they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of  God.” 12 And he strictly 
ordered them not to make him known.
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(vs.7-12): Jesus withdraws (?) 

(vs.11-12): Once again, the demonic engaged! 
Knowing Jesus’ identity—the irony the demons know the 
people do not!

The futility! The demonic can’t control Jesus!
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Mark 3.13-21 And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they 
came to him. 14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him 
and he might send them out to preach 15 and have authority to cast out demons. 16 He appointed the 
twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 17 James the son of  Zebedee and John the brother of  
James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of  Thunder); 18 Andrew, and Philip, and 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of  Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon 
the Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 21 And when his 
family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of  his mind.”
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(vs.13-19): Jesus and the “Mountain.” Disciples and Apostles.

The purpose: To come to be with Jesus and to work for 
Jesus.

The “work”? Proclaiming and healing. 
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(vs.16-19): The “Table of  the Apostles” “The Twelve”

Peter is named first—James and John. (“Sons of  Thunder”)

Bartholomew (Nathaniel? John 1.45) 

The New Community: Zealots and Tax collectors!
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(vs.20-21): Family controversy. The “house” Peter and 
Andrews.

The principle of  “unflattering accounts”

Jesus’ mission/recognition is increasing.  
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Jesus’ family wanted to “seize” Him κρατέω (krateō): “To 
hold on to” “Grab.” 

Again, irony. The demons know who Jesus is, NOT His 
family!
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“In contrast to the Pharisees’ and Herodians’ hostility, the 
crowds enthusiastically press around Jesus to listen and be 
healed. The mixed reaction to Jesus has not changed over the 
years. Many still reject Him, while others desperately seek His 
help. He nonetheless attends to people’s physical and spiritual 
needs. He continues to bless those who seek Him today.” 
(Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing)
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Mark 3.22-30 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed 
by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of  demons he casts out the demons.” 23 And he called them 
to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If  a kingdom is 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if  a house is divided against itself, 
that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if  Satan has risen up against himself  and is 
divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27 But no one can enter a strong man's house 
and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his 
house.
28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of  man, and whatever blasphemies 
they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty 
of  an eternal sin”— 30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”
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(v.22-25): The scribes “came down” from Jerusalem (Jesus is in 
Capernaum)

Jesus accused of  being possessed by the devil (Beelzebul. Beelzebul 
was a Canaanite deity/“Lord of  the Flies” the prince of  demons)

Far from Satan working against himself  and his kingdom, Jesus has 
come to “divide” Satan’s house! Satan cannot stand, any more than 
the divided kingdom or the divided house. 
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(v.26-27): Jesus concludes with the words he (the Devil) is 
finished. Greek: Literally: “he has an end” (telos echei).

(v.27): “Binding the Strong Man” This is Jesus’ mission as 
reflected in the Gospel of  Mark.
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“Satan is the strong man. His house is the realm of  sin, sickness, demon possession, and 
death. His possessions are people who are enslaved by one or more of  these things, and 
demons are his agents who carry out his diabolical activity. No one can enter his realm 
to carry off  (diarpasai, “plunder”) his possessions unless he first binds the strong man 
(shows he is more powerful). Then he can rob (diarpasei, “plunder”) the realm, releasing 
the enslaved victims. At His temptation (cf. 1:12–13) and through His exorcisms Jesus 
demonstrated that He is the Stronger One, empowered by the Holy Spirit (cf. 3:29). His 
mission is to confront and overpower (not cooperate with) Satan and to deliver those 
enslaved by him.” (J.F. Walvoord, The Bible Knowledge Commentary)
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(vs.28-30): Jesus’ assuring words, “Truly, I say to you” (literally, “Amen 
[Truly], I say to you”), and is a recurring formula of  solemn affirmation 
(13 times in Mark) 

Jesus is going to tell His disciples (us) a truth that we need to 
understand and believe. 

The “Unforgivable Sin”—Blasphemy of  the Holy Spirit (Greek: 
βλασφημία: “Derogatory words directed at God”) 
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What is this “unpardonable sin?” The Holy Spirit is the One who 
calls us to Jesus and applies the saving work of  Christ to us for our 
salvation. 

Blasphemy against the Sprit’s work would be to reject what the Spirit 
is offering (the Gospel). The reason this sin cannot be forgiven is that 
the sinner believes he/she does not need forgiveness or Jesus Christ. 
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Mark 3.31-35 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent 
to him and called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, 
“Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 33 And he answered 
them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat 
around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the 
will of  God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”
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(vs.31-35): The resumption of  the narrative begun in vs.20-21. Jesus’ 
family want to take Him home or at least speak to Him about His 
behavior. 

Being told His family were “seeking” Him, Jesus asks a “rhetorical 
question”

Jesus broadened His family membership including those who do 
God’s will!  
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Jesus issues a “challenge” and critique: The cultural value of  the 
family/clan. The family of  Jesus is primary!  

Jesus was not repudiating family relationships, but rather highlighting 
the far deeper issue of  one’s relationship to Him. 
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“Obeying Jesus’ call creates family relationships within the community of  
God that transcend the boundaries of  blood and marriage, the clan, and 
the nuclear family. Jesus does not mean that Christians do not need or 
should not have special people in their lives, but he does anticipate that 
his community will embrace and nurture all who belong to him, especially 
those who may have no other family.” (C.F. Arnold, Zondervan Illustrated Bible 
Background Commentary)
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