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Mark 4.26-34 And he said, “The kingdom of  God is as if  a man should scatter seed on the 
ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The 
earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But when the grain 
is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”
30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of  God, or what parable shall we use for 
it? 31 It is like a grain of  mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of  all the seeds 
on earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out 
large branches, so that the birds of  the air can make nests in its shade.”
33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34 He did not 
speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.
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(vs.26-29): Only Mark records this parable. In the parable of  the sower, 
the focus was on the proper “soil.” Here—The “mysterious” power 
of  the seed itself  is emphasized.

The parable describes how the Kingdom of  God grows. 

As with literal planting—all the sower can do is plant the seed in the 
ground. He cannot make the seed grow.
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The last part of  the parable echoes Joel 3:13. The harvest spoken of  
(Mk 4:29) is the eschatological judgment.

Kingdom growth is often slow and imperceptible. 

Do you feel that your part in the kingdom of  God is not much?  God 
takes small, tiny steps of  faith and ability and creates large blessings.
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(vs.30-33): This is the third and last of  the parables about sowing/growing seed.

The Kingdom of  God—Small beginnings with mature ends.

In Rabbinical thought, mustard seeds were proverbial for smallness.

The main point—The growth/movement of  the Kingdom of  God (v. 30)—like 
the “growth process” of  a mustard seed—may have insignificant and small 
beginnings—but one day it will be great and powerful!
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(v.32): The image of  the “tree” reflects both the growth of  the 
Kingdom and reflects Old Testament imagery that picture a great 
kingdom as a large tree with birds (all Nations?) “nesting” in its 
branches (Judges 9.15; Ezekiel 17.22-24; 31.3-14; Daniel 4.7-23)

(vs.33-34): A “parabolic summary.” Jesus used parables to awaken 
reflection on and perception of, the Kingdom of  God.  

For some (v.33), they were not ready for direct revelation of  the truth. 
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Conversely, for His disciples (v. 34), Jesus spoke more directly with 
them—However—They still often needed His explanation to 
understand.
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Mark 4.35-41 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the 
boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, 
and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But 
he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the 
wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no 
faith?” 41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is 
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
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The comfortable assessment that Jesus is only a “teacher” is about to be challenged. 

Three Characteristics to the “challenge” of  Jesus’ identity as we will see:

A New Reality about Jesus is revealed.

An overwhelming Emotional Response.

A “Rebuke.” 
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Jesus, exhausted from meeting the many needs He confronted, falls asleep in the 
midst of  one of  those storms. 

We see some “Markan” eye-witness details: “As He was.” and “Other boats” (v.36)

(v.37): The Sea of  Galilee is roughly 700 feet below sea level. Mount Hermon: 30 
miles NE is at 9,200-ft-high. When cold air (off  the mountain) meets warm air 
(over the lake)—often violent storms. 
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(v.38): “Irrelevant detail.” (Eye-witness?) Jesus asleep on a cushion! 

Key— “Teacher!” διδάσκαλος (didaskalos) The disciples rebuke Jesus! 

(v.39): Jesus rebukes the storm! “Peace! Be still!” σιωπάω (siōpaō): “Be 
silent” φιμοῦμαι (phimoumai): “Say nothing” (“Muzzle”) 

Jesus addresses nature like a “person!” 
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The calming of  the storm moves the disciples from “Fear” to “Great
fear!”

δειλός (deilos) = “Fear” (cowardice, timidity) 
ἐφοβηθησαν φοβον μεγαν (ephobēthēsan phobon megan) = Lit., “Feared a 
great fear” (“Feared fear”)

The disciples begin to sense that Jesus is more than a teacher! A simple 
teacher has no control over nature! 
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A transition/challenge in the disciples: Jesus will now be experienced as a powerful
prophet!

In this story, we have a Revelation and Invitation!

The Revelation: Jesus has Divine power! 

Psalm 107.28-29 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their 
distress. 29 He made the storm be still, and the waves of  the sea were hushed.
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The Invitation: In the “storms,” Jesus desires our trust! 

John 14:1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.

[In this event] “Mark most likely underscores this struggle in order to call his own 
community of  “disciples” to account for their own lack of  faith in view of  the storms 
that threaten their lives. At the same time, this story assures Mark’s readers through the 
concluding question (4:41b) that in Jesus they have one in whom God was and is at 
work, one whom the “wind and the waves” do obey, even when it appears the storms 
may overwhelm them. (R. Guelich. Word Biblical Commentary: Mark (Dallas: Word, 
Incorporated.
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“When Jesus rebukes the wind and waves, the lifeless storm shows a greater recognition 
of  His divine power than the disciples. Similar examples still abound, as the brute forces 
of  nature invariably obey the Lord’s commands better than people, including God’s own 
children, obey them. But the Lord nonetheless continues to love and care for us, despite 
our dullness and doubts. He not only calms all of  the storms in our lives but actually 
does so in ways that mature our faith and lead us to trust Him more deeply.” 

[Pray]: Lord, forgive our doubts, for we sometimes take Your silence as nothing more 
than sleepy indifference. Remind us that You never sleep nor slumber, but always keep 
us under Your watchful eye. Amen.*

*Lutheran Study Bible (Concordia Publishing: Kindle Edition)
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