
The Gospel of Mark 
Class Notes 
Session 40 

 “Jesus the Son of David” 
Mark 13.6-23 

 
Mark 13.6-13 The discourse proper begins at v.6, continuing to the end of chapter 13.  
 

(vs.6-8): The command to “be on your guard” (v.9ff) is the Greek word, βλέπω (blepō): “To look for” 
“Pay attention” “Consider” 

 
Vs.6-13 list four events that were thought to be signs of the end of time: False messiahs, Wars, Natural 
disasters, and Persecution. Jesus’s opinion? They are NOT! 

 
(v.8): The “birth pains” reflects the Biblical concept that “struggles,” evil, and human suffering 
are real but will ultimately lead to life in the coming age of the Messianic Kingdom! (Isaiah 13:8; 
26:17–18; 66:8; Jerimiah 4:31; 6:24; 13:21; 22:23; 49:22; 50:43; Hosea 13:13; Micah 4:9–10). 

 
(vs.9-13): Jesus now warns of  rejection and persecution by political/cultural/religious authorities. 
Jesus’ words are meant to comfort and assure (Mark’s current readers are facing just such 
persecution!) 

 

(v.10): Another Markan “must” δεῖ (dei): “Necessary” “Inevitable” dei Jesus assures again 

that the mission of the Gospel WILL continue and triumph!  (A Divine necessity!) Don’t give 

up! Stay faithful! 

(v.12): Even one’s family will seek to extinguish the faith.  
 

Jesus sums up this multi-faceted attack by telling His disciple (us) that hatred is the core reality!  
Hatred of Jesus (His Word and ways) and ultimately, His followers!  

 

Jesus assures—Endurance will lead ultimately to salvation – ἐκσῴζω (eksōzō): “To bring to safety” —
The faithful believer will experience God’s salvation in its final form—glorification!   

 
Textual question? The focus of Jesus’ words/warning. Then or future?   

 
The best solution is to see in vv. 5–23 a shift back and forth between an immediate and a remote 
future. Some of the events even seem to have a dual fulfillment, one in the destruction of the city and 
the other in the end time.  

 
Jesus is preparing His disciples—and beyond them the church—to live and to witness in a hostile 
world. 

 
“Jesus warns His disciples about the coming troubles they will face as they bring the Gospel into the world. 
He encourages them to trust God and rely on the Holy Spirit, especially when they face opposition and 
persecution. Nobody likes to be shown his or her sin. As Christians proclaim Law and Gospel, they need to 
be ready to endure the loss of everything, including their lives. Because God wants all people to hear the 
Gospel, He prolongs the NT age so that the Church may witness to all the earth. To Him alone we owe the 
survival of our personal faith as well.  
 
Mark 13.14-23 
(v.14): Jesus continues to describe the horror and destruction of the Temple. 



 The question of Intertextuality. (Daniel 9, 11, 12) 
 
Daniel 9.27 And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on 
the desolator.” 
 
Daniel 11.31 Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and fortress, and shall take away the regular burnt offering. 
And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate.  
 
Daniel 12.11 And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the abomination that makes desolate is set 
up, there shall be 1,290 days.  
  

Past and Future prophetic fulfillment.  
  

Antiochus IV, Epiphanes (167 B.C.) (1 Maccabees 1.54-59; 6.7) 
 

1 Maccabees 1.54 54 Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one hundred forty-fifth year, they erected a desolating sacrilege 
on the altar of burnt offering. They also built altars in the surrounding towns of Judah. 
  

Romans (Titus) 70 A.D.  
  

Future End? 
 

The parenthetical reference, “let the reader understand…”  is likely Mark’s. A (probable) reference to 
Daniel 12.5-13. 

 
Daniel 12.8-11I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, “O my lord, what shall be the outcome of these things?” 9 He 

said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many shall purify themselves and 

make themselves white and be refined, but the wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but those who 

are wise shall understand. 11 And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the abomination that makes 

desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days.  

(vs.15-18): These verses would reflect the circumstances in A.D. 70. 
 

The description of the Palestinian house would be the normal dwelling with a flat roof and outside 
staircase.  

 
Flat roofs were used for socializing and cooling off during  summer evenings. 

 
The “cloak” was the outer garment—used as coat during  cold days and as a blanket for sleep.  

 
The idea in vv. 14b–16 is that the danger is so great that  there is no time for any delay!  

 
(vs.19-20): Jesus now references the “End.” (Again, present (past) and Future emphasis). 
 

Again—an “echo” of Daniel (Daniel 12.1) about the coming Day of the Lord. 
 
Daniel 12.1 “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 
whose name shall be found written in the book… 
 

God will be with His people to the End and bring ultimate relief!  



 
(vs.21-23): Jesus again warns about being deceived by claims from (about) false Messiahs (Christ's) and 
prophets.  
 

Jesus’ statement, “if possible” (in Greek) indicates that true disciples (those who are alert, “on 
guard”) will not be led astray!  

 
This sections ends with Jesus indicating why He is telling the disciples (us) about these challenges and 
struggles—So they (we) will be ready, prepared, NOT without hope or promise! 

 

“For this much is sure: So long as a Christian preacher holds on and sticks to his business, despising the 

world’s abuse and persecution, the ministry will abide and the Gospel cannot fail; for some will always stand 

firm and abide, as indeed there must always be some that abide, until Judgment Day.” (Luther’s Works 

American Edition: 21:64-65. Quoted in, The Lutheran Study Bible).  

“Jesus warns His followers of the imminent destruction of Jerusalem, which was fulfilled during the Jewish 

revolt against the Romans (AD 66–70). These events foreshadowed the end of the world. Jesus tells us these 

things so that we may be prepared to resist evil and proclaim the Gospel more fervently while we have time 

to do so. When Jesus returns on the Last Day, He will judge all people. Prior to that glorious and victorious 

day, evil will erupt and bring destruction… Yet, God holds on to His people throughout these events, 

anchoring believers in Jesus Christ by His Holy Spirit.” (The Lutheran Study Bible, Concordia Publishing).  

 
 


