
The Gospel of Mark 
Class Notes 
Session 24 

“Jesus the Messiah” 
“Jesus the Son of Man” 

Mark 8.27-38 
 
Mark 8.27-33:  

Jesus responds to Peter’s confession (Matthew 16.13-20). 
 

Peter’s rightly confesses the true nature of Jesus’ person and mission (Teacher, Prophet, Messiah). Yet —
as we will witness, Peter’s assumption of Jesus’ messiahship was still not fully understood. (As will be 
clear in the next section). 

 
“Jesus’ injunction of silence arose out of (Jesus’) knowledge of the disciples’ defective view of his 
messiahship. They still needed instruction about it before they would be given permission to proclaim it 
without restraint.” (Wessel, EBC) 
 

(vs.31-38): A new section in Mark’s Gospel begins at 8.31 (Part 2). Now, Jesus will reveal what kind 
of Messiah He will be! Jesus will be a suffering, servant, Son of Man! This is His first “Passion 
Prediction” in Mark’s Gospel.  

 
“Son of Man.” This description—most used by Jesus—is primarily from Daniel 7 and refers to a 
heavenly figure who at the end time brings the Kingdom of God to the oppressed on earth. (Son of 
Man will ultimately be combined with the  “Suffering-Servant” described in Isaiah 52-53) 

 

The Son of Man “must” (δεῖ (dei): “(A) Necessity’ “Inevitable”) die for humankind! Jesus predicted 
that He would be rejected by three groups: The elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the law. 
The religious establishment.  

 
However, He would be vindicated after three days—He will be raised from the dead!   
 
“Peter was an unwitting spokesman for Satan because he was setting his mind (phroneō means “to have a mental 
disposition for”; cf. Col. 3:2) not on the things of God, His ways and purposes (cf. Isa. 55:8–9), but on the things 
of men, human values and viewpoints. The way of the Cross was God’s will and Jesus refused to abandon it.” 
(J.D. Grassmick, The Bible Knowledge Commentary).  
 
Mark 8.34-38:  
Jesus addresses the crowd as well as his disciples. Jesus honestly and clearly gives the requirements for following 
Him—for all Christians.  

Denial of self— It is the decision to stop making one the center of one’s life and actions. A 
fundamental reorientation of life! God is at the center on our lives! 

  
Taking up one’s cross— Not some irritation in life, but a willingness to die (like Jesus) as well 

 as a lifestyle of surrender and servanthood. It is a “one-way” direction of life.  
  
(vs.35-37): “Life” (ψυχή (psychē): (Inner) “Life” (Soul, spirit, will).  
  

The paradox— Trying to “save” our lives in this world we lose (now and forever). When we 
lose(surrender) to Jesus we are saved (now and forever)! 

 

A “wordplay” –σῴζω (Save) and ψυχή (psychē) “life.” 



 
(v.38): Jesus comes to the climax of His call to discipleship with a warning: To be ashamed of Jesus 
and His words (This would be the same as saying Jesus’ life, His psychē v.35) will have consequences 
that mirror earthly life.  

 
Those ashamed of Jesus (reject Him, His life, death, and resurrection) on Judgment Day (The 
Eschaton, the “Father’s glory” and the “holy angels”), Jesus, the “Son of Man” will be ashamed of 
that person.  

 
“Gundry…remarks that here ‘discipleship plays second fiddle to Christology.’ He is right, for the focus is 
upon whether one is “ashamed” of Jesus and his words (8:38). But discipleship is an important element, even 
if subordinated. To be a true disciple, one must accept the fate of the Master; and the Master’s fate is 
inextricably bound up with his identity, purpose, and mission. True discipleship cannot emerge in isolation 
from true Christology. The true disciple will embrace and follow the crucified Jesus because he is the 
heavenly “son of man” who will come in glory.” (C. A. Evans, Word Biblical Commentary).  
 
“For the first time in Mark, one of the Twelve recognizes Jesus as the Christ, God’s Anointed One. How 
slow we are and how dull is our understanding of Jesus’ divinity! We see and yet do not see. And so it is that 
Jesus graciously continues revealing Himself to us through Word and Sacrament. His Spirit works in us the 
faith that claims, “Jesus is the Christ.” … Jesus now applies the implications of His own Messiahship to the 
lives of His followers. Just as He willingly submits to God’s will, even when that is painful, so they must also 
submit. Augustine: ‘The first destruction of man, was the love of himself. . . . Prefer to this God’s will; learn 
to love yourself by not loving yourself’” (The Lutheran Study Bible). 
 
 
 

 


