
The Gospel of Mark 
Class Notes 
Session 18 

“Jesus the Prophet” 
Mark 6.45-56 

 
Mark 6.45--52: (vs. 45-46):  Jesus leaves after the feeding.  Jesus prays.  Jesus is facing a “Crisis” in His 
mission.   

(vs. 47-48): “Evening.”  Very late.  The lake of Galilee is only four miles wide and  a boat could be 
seen in a full moon from the shore.   

  
The disciples “fight” against the wind.  Jesus walks out to them. The Romans divided the night into 
four watches: 6-9 p.m., 9-12 p.m., 12-3 a.m., and 3-6 a.m. 

 
What we see here is a Theophany –Jesus is more than a man! 
 (v.48): “Pass by” παρέρχομαι (parerchomai): Lit., “To go beside” (Exodus 33) 
 

 (vs. 49-52): “It is I.”  Greek: ἐγώ (egō) “I” εἰμί (eimi): “Am” Lit., “I Am” 
 

Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me 
to you.’” 

Jesus and the Storms in Our Lives: 
    

Jesus Prays for me before it happens. Mark 6.45-46 
Jesus Notices my struggle. Mark 6.47-48a 
Jesus Comes to me at the moment of my desperation. Mark 6.48b-50a  
 
ταράσσω (tarassō):“To stir, agitate” (Cause inward commotion) 
 
Jesus Reveals His identity. Mark 6.50b-52 

 
Mark 6.53-56: These final verses in Mark 6, are essentially a summary of Jesus’ ministry prior to His leaving 
Galilee and heading toward the coastal cities of Tyre and Sidon. 
 
Mark notes the contrast between the surrounding people’s recognition of who Jesus is/was with the disciple’s 
failure in understanding Jesus’ true power and identity!  
 
Notice Mark again describes the touching of Jesus’ garments. Similar to the woman who touched Jesus’ 
garments.  
 
The word translated “healed” (again) also means, “saved.” Mark probably saw in physical healing a sign of 
spiritual healing.  
 
“Though the people were not expecting Jesus, he was immediately recognized. He was well known from his 
ministry at Capernaum and reports of his healing power had penetrated the entire region (cf. Ch. 1:28). The 
presence of Jesus created an immense excitement. Mark’s picture of the people hastening from place to place 
as reports of his presence were received, carrying their sick on mattresses, graphically conveys the impression 
of a determined effort to seize an unexpected opportunity for healing. The healing of a paralyzed man who 
had been carried to Jesus on a mattress (Ch. 2:1–12), as well as of others who had been brought to him (Ch. 
1:32–34), undoubtedly had been the subject of bazaar conversation in many towns and cities and created the 
climate of expectation which greeted Jesus in Gennesaret” (W.L. Lane. The Gospel of Mark (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan William. B. Eerdmans Publishing).  


