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OVERVIEW

For many kids, Easter goes hand-in-hand with chocolate farm animals and plastic eggs. It can be a 
real challenge to provide age-appropriate opportunities for them to engage with the story of Easter.  
We've got something that speaks more deeply to the adventure found in Jesus' journey to the cross. 
Cue Easter Escapade - Family Style! This activity is for families with kids of all ages. Travel from 
activity to activity in your home and experience key events leading up to the resurrection of Jesus. 

WHAT WE'VE PROVIDED

ACTIVITIES
Instructions for the following activities . . .

ACTIVITY #1:  
Find Your Travel Buddy (Mark 3:13-19) 
ACTIVITY #2:  
Pack Your Bags (Mark 14:1-9)
ACTIVITY #3:  
Overcoming Obstacles (Matthew 26:14-16) 
ACTIVITY #4:  
Refuel (John 13:21-30) 
ACTIVITY #5:  
Trusting The Unknown (Matthew 26:36-46) 
ACTIVITY #6:  
Finish Strong (John 19)
ACTIVITY #7:  
Celebrate The Journey (John 20 & Luke 24) 
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FIND YOUR TRAVEL

BUDDY (MARK 3:13-19)

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

If you were going on an adventure and could 
only take 2 people with you, who would you 
take?  Why?

What is something special about you that 
makes you a great adventure buddy?

FAMILY ACTIVITY

Read Mark 3:13-19 together, and then see who can memorize the names of all of the disciples the 
fastest! (For younger kids, have them just recite the names with you.)

Look inside your bag and take out the family passport and the page of travel stamps. Cut out the 
"airplane" stamp and tape it in your Family Passport where it says "#1."

INSTRUCTIONS

Whenever you go on an adventure, it’s 
important to travel with others. Jesus 
knew this and picked a group of 12 
people to travel with.

This Easter your family is going on an 
adventure - It's called an Easter Escapade!
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PACK YOUR BAGS
(MARK 14:1-9)

INSTRUCTIONS

In your home, find some perfume or 
similar fragrance and get the sheet of 
travel stamps from inside  your bag.

Say the following: 

In Jesus' time, if a guest entered someone's home, 
they would get their feet washed in 
a bowl of water, since they would have just walked 
through the dusty, dirty roads of Israel. They would 
add drops of perfume to make the water smell 
good. The law said to only use a little, because it 
was important not to be wasteful. However, we see 
in the story that the woman was so generous in the 
amount that she poured on Jesus' feet. While 
others scolded her for being wasteful, Jesus 
honored her for her generous heart.

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

When has someone been kind to you?

How have you showed kindness to others?

FAMILY ACTIVITY

Put a few drops of some perfume or similar fragrance on a page in your passport.

Cut out the travel stamp with 2  shaking hands and tape it in the Family Passport 
where it says "#2."
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OVERCOMING OBSTACLES

(MATTHEW 26:14-16)

INSTRUCTIONS

In your house, find 30 coins (pennies, nickels, 
dimes or quarters) and get the travel stamps.

Say the following:

The chief priests and other Jewish leaders wanted to 
capture Jesus and kill him, because they didn't like how 
popular he was. They were afraid he might take some of 
their power away. They also didn't believe that he was 
the son of God.
One of Jesus' friends named Judas went to the chief 
priests and asked for money to help them capture Jesus. 
So, they gave him 30 silver coins. And from then on, 
Judas watched for his chance to help them in secret.

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What made Judas turn his back on his friend 
Jesus?

FAMILY ACTIVITY

Choose one volunteer. They will momentarily close their eyes. Choose one person to be "it," and ask 
them to keep a coin out of sight . The person who is "it" should be invited to open their eyes. Their job 
is to guess who has the coin. Everyone else should sit in a circle, or stand in a row with their hands out 
and try their hardest to keep the secret.

Cut out the travel stamp with the coins and tape it in the Family Passport where it says "#3."
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REFUEL (JOHN 12:21-30)

INSTRUCTIONS

In your home, find some juice and crackers or 
bread and get the sheet of travel stamps from 
inside  your bag.

Say the following:

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why do you think it was important for Jesus 
to have a final meal with his friends?

What are some important meals you’ve had in 
your life?

That evening as Jesus sat eating the 
Passover meal with his disciples, he broke 
the bread, blessed it, and said, "Take this and 
eat it, for this is my body, which I am giving 
for you. He then took the cup of wine and 
gave thanks and said, "Drink this, all of you. 
This is my blood which is poured out for you." 
Jesus was talking about the fact that he was 
soon going to die on the cross. Then he said, 
"One of you will turn your back on me." The 
disciples asked each other who would do 
that. But Judas knew he was talking about 
him and slipped out as soon as he could.

FAMILY SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love You above 
all things and long for You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. As though You have already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely 
to You; never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Cut out the travel stamp with the bread and chalice of wine and tape it in the family passport where it says "#4."
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TRUSTING THE

UNKNOWN (MATTHEW 26:36-46)

INSTRUCTIONS

Around your home, find a small plant (real or 
artificial) and get the sheet of travel stamps from 
inside  your bag.

Say the following:

From the very beginning, Jesus knew that one of his 
close friends was going to turn his back on him. 
After he left the meal, Judas went to the high priests 
and told them how to find Jesus. And so when 
Judas took them to Jesus in a place called 
Gethsemane, the soldiers arrested Jesus.

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What was a time when you were on an 
adventure and you experienced something 
hard?

What did you do to push through it?

FAMILY ACTIVITY

One at a time, share one thing that you would need help from someone else to achieve. Everyone else 
provide suggestions for how we can help that person with that task.

Cut out the travel stamp with the praying hands and tape it in the Family Passport where it says "#5."
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FINISH STRONG
(MATTHEW 26:36-46)

INSTRUCTIONS

In your home, find a nail, a piece of purple 
cloth, and a piece of brown twine, yarn or 
string, twisting it in a circle (to represent the 
crown of thorns) and get the sheet of travel 
stamps from inside  your bag.

Say the following:

The soldiers took Jesus to the palace and gathered 
around him. They took off his clothes and put a robe and 
a crown of thorns on him. They knelt in front of him and 
mocked him. They spit on him, hit him on the head again 
and again. After they had beaten him up, they led him 
away to crucify him. When they had nailed Jesus up on to 
the Cross, the crowd began to bully Jesus.
For the disciples, this was the perfect time to lose hope, 
but Jesus trusted God's plan, and knew that this wasn’t 
going to be the end of the story.

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Put yourself in the disciples' shoes. How 
would you react as you were watching your 
friend and leader Jesus suffer like this?

Have you ever seen a friend (or anyone) 
experience something mean and unfair? How 
did it make you feel? What did you do?

FAMILY PRAYER

As a family, say a quick prayer of thanks to Jesus for enduring all this unimaginable suffering so that 
we can all be saved. (Have each person in your family take turns saying, "Thank you, Jesus.") 

Cut out the travel stamp with the cross and tape it in the Family Passport where it says "#6."
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CELEBRATE THE

JOURNEY(JOHN 20 & LUKE 24)

INSTRUCTIONS

In your house, find party accessories (confetti 
poppers, party hats, noisemakers or make & 
decorate party signs. Get the sheet of travel 
stamps from inside  your bag.

Say the following:  
The next day, Jesus' body was taken down 
and wrapped in strips of cloth and placed in a 
tomb. The Romans put their best guards at 
the tomb and the Jewish Leaders had a 
massive stone rolled in front of it to make 
sure that Jesus’ body was safe.

Early on Sunday, Mary Magdalene and some 
other women went to the tomb and noticed 
that the stone was rolled away from the 
entrance. She ran and got two of Jesus’ 
disciples and told them that Jesus was gone. 
Peter and John came back to the tomb and 
found Jesus missing! Mary began to cry, until 

a man appeared and asked her why she was 
crying. She turned to look at the man properly 
and saw that it was Jesus. Jesus told her to 
go and tell the disciples that he was going 
back to heaven. So Mary went back and told 
the disciples all about what had happened 
and that she had seen Jesus alive!
Though our Easter Escapade has come 
to a close, our adventures with Jesus 
continue! And just like any adventure we are 
on— in the celebration, the set-backs, the 
disappointment, and confusing times— we 
know we can trust God on our journey, just 
like Jesus did! 

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Share a time where you had a great 
celebration. What did it feel like? Who was 
there? How did you celebrate?

FAMILY ACTIVITY

")
Jesus taught us about trusting God through this Family Easter Escapade. Let's learn how to write 
“teacher” in Hebrew ("מyרוu ה 

Write "teacher" in Hebrew  in the last empty space in their passports, marked as #8."

Cut out the travel stamp with the empty tomb and 
tape it in the Family Passport where it says "#7." 
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