
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

on  
Your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Series:  “The Book of Genesis” 

(Pentecost 2018) 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “The Image of God.”  Genesis 1.26-2.3. 

 

This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship:  Peace (I am free from anxiety because I am reconciled in Christ, 

find my identity in Christ, and seek healthy relationships with others). 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Day #1--Monday, September 17th.  Read:  Genesis 1.26.  Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What 

do you Hear and/or See? 

On day 6, the creation account reaches its climax.  As the very pinnacle of God’s creation, humankind is created 

and given a purpose and place in God’s plan. “God says man is to be made in our image, in our likeness”…  

 This means that mankind, both male and female, is God’s representative on earth.  Ancient oriental 

 kings were often seen as bearing the image of their god, but Genesis affirms that every human being is 

 made in God’s image…Such an understanding of the divine image was beyond the reach of the human 

 author  of Genesis…because human beings are created in God’s image they are his representatives on 

 earth and should ‘rule … over all the earth’…In Mesopotamian mythology the gods created man to 

 provide themselves with food; Genesis affirms it was the other way round, that God feeds mankind (cf. 

 Pss. 65; 50:7–15).1 

 
 The [Genesis] account is geocentric in its telling.  The arrangement of the six-day creation is regularly 

 demarcated by the recurring phrase “there was evening and there was morning.”  The six sections 

 routinely end with the same closure that numbers the creative day (“first day,” etc.).  Among the six 

 days are eight creative acts, each introduced by the rubric “And God said.”  As noted earlier, the third 

 and sixth days can boast of two creative acts, thus distinguishing their importance for the creation 

 week…The pronouncement of “blessing,” however, does not occur until the fifth day, when procreation 

 is first assured for animate life.  Yet it is in the sixth day that we reach the triumphant act of creation 

 with mankind made in the “image of God” (imago Dei).2 

 

Consider/Reflect:  How does Genesis 1 equip you to evaluate some of the popular beliefs in our culture?  For 

example, using your understandings of the creation account, how would you counter someone who reads the 

daily horoscope, believing the position of the sun, moon, and stars ordain our personality and control our 

circumstances? 

 

 Day #2--Tuesday, September 18th.  Read:  Genesis 1.26-27.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to 

other Passages. 

The phrase “the image of God” is found four times in the Old Testament.  The Hebrew word for “image” is 

ṣelem, which the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament or LXX) normally translates with the 

Greek, eikṓn (icon).  Old Testament scholar Victor Hamilton is helpful here: 

 

 What, then, does Gen. 1 signify by designating man as one made in the image of God?...It is well known 

 that in both Egyptian and Mesopotamian society the king, or some high-ranking official, might be called 

 “the image of God.” Such a designation, however, was not applied to the canal digger or to the mason 

                                                 
1 D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer, and G.J. Wenham (Eds.). New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994). 
2K.A. Mathews. Genesis (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996).  
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 who worked on a ziggurat…All of humanity is related to God, not just the king.  Specifically, the Bible 

 democratizes the royalistic and exclusivistic concepts of the nations that surrounded Israel.3 

 

Additionally, the phrase, as our likeness also implies a unique relationship of humankind with God and 

humankind’s vocation to rule and care for God’s creative order.  Again, Hamilton comments: 

 

 Verse 26 has begun by stating man’s relationship to the Creator.  It now progresses to spelling out 

 man’s relationship to the rest of the created order.  He is to exercise dominion (rāḏá) over all other 

 living creatures.  This verb appears twenty-two times…The majority of these deal either with human 

 relationships (Lev. 25:43, 46, 53—a master over a hired servant; 1 K. 5:30 [Eng. 16]; 9:23—an 

 administrator over his employees; 1 K. 5:4 [Eng. 4:24]; Ps. 72:8; 110:2—a king over his subjects), the 

 rule of one nation over another (Lev. 26:17; Num. 24:19; Neh. 9:28; Ps. 68:28 [Eng. 27]; Isa. 14:2, 6; 

 Ezek. 29:15), or a shepherd’s supervision of his flock (Ezek. 34:4).4  

 

 Several patterns you will find in Genesis 1 are tremendously revealing of who God is and what He is 

 like.  Differentiation...Light is distinguished from dark, earth from sea, day from night—as God sets up 

 a stable pattern for His universe.  Dominion…Genesis 1 speaks of rule and dominion. There is a 

 difference in function, and some functions have a higher value or priority.  Diversity…From the 

 uniqueness of each snowflake to the individuality shown in the animal world, God’s delight in creative 

 expression and His concern for individuals are shown. Dependability…in the alternation and pulse 

 between night and day, season and season, God’s consistency is clearly revealed.  Delight. And then we 

 hear God’s judgment: “It was good.” In the pattern of the universe which God created we discover a 

 God who we can trust because He clearly cares. He is not changeable or capricious, for He designed the 

 world to be stable and orderly.5 

 

Consider/Reflect:  What does it mean to you to know that you were created in God’s image?  How does this 

change your self-definition?   

  

  Day #3--Wednesday, September 19th.  Read again:  Genesis 1.27.  Explore:  The background to this 

text(s). 

 In this verse [27] the direct discourse of v. 26 is replaced by narrated discourse.  Thus in v. 26 we heard 

 the voice of God, and in v. 27 we hear the voice of the narrator.  The first part of the verse essentially 

 reports the implementation of God’s words recorded in the previous verse. Note, however, that the 

 narrator reports God making man in his image…May this be the writer’s way of saying that when man 

 was created in the image of ʾĕlōhîm, he meant “God” and not “divine council”?  If the narrator had 

 meant the latter, then we would expect, “so God created man in their image.”6 

 

In this text we now see that humankind is characterized by gender differentiation.  In addition to being created in 

the divine image, humankind created male and female reveals that, “Unlike God, man is characterized by sexual 

differentiation.  Unlike animals, man is not broken down into species (i.e., “according to their kinds” or “all 

kinds of”), but rather is designated by sexuality: male and female he created them.”7   

 

What this tells us is that both man and women are created in God’s image—together!  Very unique in a 

patriarchal, male-dominated culture!  Again, as Hamilton helpfully notes, “Sexuality is not an accident of 

nature, nor is it simply a biological phenomenon.  Instead it is a gift of God.  While sexual identity and sexual 

function are foreign to God’s person, they are nevertheless a part of his will for his image bearers.”8 

                                                 
3 V.P. Hamilton. The Book of Genesis (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1990). 
4 Ibid.   
5 L. Richards and L.O. Richards. The Teacher’s Commentary (Wheaton, Illanois: Victor Books, 1987). 
6 Hamilton. The Book of Genesis. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
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 Michelangelo’s conception of man’s awakening has, ever since the moment of its production, been 

 accepted as one of the great paintings of the world. The noble figure of Adam, just rousing from a statue 

 into life, is full of calm unconscious strength, offering not an unworthy companion and counterpart to 

 God who, by a mere touch of the finger, has thus vitalized the dust. The figure of God is conceived, as 

 man’s vision of Him has been since Moses’ time, from the single statement of the Bible, that man was 

 created “in the image of God.” Hence our highest ideal of man becomes the nearest we can approach to 

 imagining his Maker.9 

 
 

Consider/Reflect: As you reflect on the picture above, what thoughts come to mind about your creation?  You 

were created so that God could “reach out” to you!   

 

  Day #4—Thursday, September 20th.  Read:  Genesis 1.28.  Explore:  The Background to this Text. 

Humankind is now given a vocation as God’s image bearers; they are to procreate and rule over the world of 

life.   

 In the ancient Near East royal persons were considered the sons of the gods or representatives of the 

 gods (cf. 2 Sam 7:13–16; Ps 2:7).  Mankind is appointed as God’s royal representatives (i.e., sonship) to 

 rule the earth in his place.  When sin marked the human family as disobedient children, however, they 

 did not lose the “image” (9:6; 1 Cor 11:7; Jas 3:9); rather, the “glory” of sonship faded.  In the New 

 Testament these ideas of image, glory, and sonship are found closely related (e.g., 1 Cor 11:7; 2 Cor 

 3:18; 4:4, 6; Heb 2:5–10).  By the grace of the Creator the new humanity is created in the “image of 

 Christ” (cp. 1 Cor 15:49) and through his perfect obedience achieves life and glory for believers as his 

 adopted children (e.g., Rom 8:17, 30; 9:23; 2 Cor 4:4, 6; Col 3:9–10).10 

 

In v.26, God tells Adam and Eve (yet to be named thus) to “have dominion” over the earth, which is repeated in 

v.28 adding the word, subdue.  Man is to subdue the earth and to dominate the creatures of sky and land and 

water.  Victor Hamilton comments on the Hebrew words: 

 

 Of the two verbs rāḏá, “exercise dominion,” and kāḇaš, “subdue,” the latter connotes more force…For 

 reasons already indicated, it appears unlikely that we need to transfer the nuance of force  and 

 dictatorship into the use of kāḇaš in Gen. 1:28.  Probably what is designated here is settlement and 

 agriculture; “subdue the land” in ch. 1 is a semantic parallel to “till and keep the land” in 2:5, 15.11 

                                                 
9The Bible and Its Story.  www.logos.com 
10Mathews. Genesis. 
11 Hamilton. The Book of Genesis. 
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Consider/Reflect:  “Moses puts the two sexes together and says that God created male and female in order to 

indicate that Eve, too, was made by God as a partaker of the divine image and of the divine similitude, likewise 

of the rule over everything.  Thus even today the woman is the partaker of the future life, just as Peter says that 

they are joint heirs of the same grace (1 Peter 3:7).  In the household the wife is a partner in the management and 

has a common interest in the children and the property, and yet there is a great difference between the sexes”12 

 
  Day #5-Friday, September 21st.  Read: Genesis 1.29-31.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you through His 

Word. 

These verses affirm that what God creates he cares for!  “Man is to have as his food the seed and fruit of 

plants.”13  Additionally, we have once again, God’s blessing (“it was good”); however, on this day, we see a 

significant difference—when it come to His human creation, God says this is very good!   

 Two features distinguish this last verse of the chapter from the preceding verses.  First, “beautiful” now 

 becomes very beautiful.  Second, the preceding five days are all referred to indeterminately—a second 

 day, a third day, etc.  But this day is called “the sixth day.”  Both of these unique factors help to mark 

 this sixth day as the acme of God’s creation thus far.  Note also that the sixth day is treated much more 

 extensively than the earlier days.14 

 

 God makes all things good.  He takes great care to place man and woman in the garden to care for the 

 things that He created.  Sin has placed the things God created, including us, in bondage to death and 

 decay.  Yet Jesus’ death and resurrection has restored the things of God’s creation just as it has restored 

 us (Rm 8:19–23).  Indeed, God even used His creation to accomplish our salvation: a cross made of 

 wood; the water of Baptism; the bread and wine of the Eucharist; the printed words on the page in, with, 

 and under which He reveals His Word of life to us.15 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “[I]t was very good”…This is an extremely important conclusion to creation because in later 

Gnostic Greek thought, matter is evil and spirit is good.  In this Greek system (as well as some Mesopotamian 

texts) both matter and spirit are co-eternal which serves as their explanation of the problems on earth.  But the 

Hebrew account is very different.  Only God is eternal and matter is created for His purpose.  There was no evil 

in God’s original creation, only “freedom”!16 

 

 Day #6--Saturday, September 22nd.  Read:  Genesis 2.1-3.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you through 

His Word.  

Genesis 2.1-3 concludes what is often referred to as “The first account of Creation.”  Essentially, Genesis 1 

describes the creation of the earth and humankind generally; Genesis 2 will describe the creation of humankind 

specifically.  However, the other significance of this text is that it established the Sabbath Day, the day that 

would set Israel apart from the surrounding cultures, as well as define them as God’s chosen people. 

  

 The seventh day was the day of rest, the Sabbath. The structure of verses 2 and 3 in the Hebrew is well 

 ordered in its clauses with parallel emphases on the adjective seventh.  The number “seven” often 

 represents the covenant (the verb “swear” is related etymologically); thus it is no surprise that the 

 Sabbath became the sign of God’s covenant at Sinai (Ex. 31:13, 17)17 

 

The seventh day becomes sacred because God Himself “blessed” this day.   

 Of the creation week’s days, this “seventh day” is uniquely “blessed” and “sanctified” by the 

 Creator…When God “sanctified” (qādaš) the day, he declared that the day was especially devoted to 

                                                 
12 Martin Luther. Luther’s Works: American Edition: 1:69. 
13 Hamilton. The Book of Genesis. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Lutheran Study Bible. 
16 R.J. Utley. How it All Began: Genesis 1–11 (Marshall, Texas: Bible Lessons International, 2001). 
17 J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot01ge1?ref=BibleBHS.Ge1.26&off=3560&ctx=ship+to+each+other%3f%0a~The+basic+phrase+%E2%80%9Cth
https://ref.ly/logosres/bliot01a?ref=Bible.Ge1.31&off=6&ctx=1:31+%E2%80%9C~it+was+very+good%E2%80%9D+This+is+an+extre


 
 

 him.  This was the charge in the Ten Words for later Israel—to observe the Sabbath by keeping it holy 

 as a special possession of the Lord (Exod 20:8, 11).  The “seventh day” was subsequently called a holy 

 Sabbath unto the Lord when no work was to be done by human or animal (e.g., Exod 31:15; 35:2).  The 

 prophets speak of the Lord’s Sabbath as “my holy day” or “my sabbaths” (Isa 58:13; Ezek 22:8; cf. Neh 

 9:14).  Consecration in the Old Testament meant designating or setting aside persons, places, and things 

 that were regarded sacred by virtue of their relationship to or possession by the Lord, who is holy (e.g., 

 firstborn, tabernacle, priests).18 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “‘He rested.’ [The Hebrew] verb yishboth is related to the noun shabbath.  Ancient Near 

Eastern creation accounts to which Gn is sometimes compared lack any parallel to the account of God resting 

after His creative activity.  Here God rests because His creative work is complete, not because He is weary.”19  

                                                 
18 Mathews. Genesis. 
19 Lutheran Study Bible. 
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