
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

on  
Your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 
Sermon Series:  “Christian.” 

(Pentecost 2019) 
 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “Don’t Quit.” John 13.12-17, 31-35; 1 John 4.7-13; Mark 12.28.31. 
 
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship:  Love (In response to God’s love for me, I sacrificially and intentionally 
extend myself for another’s spiritual growth and well-being). 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Day #1—Monday, September 16th.   Read:  John 13.12-14.  Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What 
do you Hear and/or See? 
 

This week we will reflect upon faith as it is lived out in love.  In the Scriptures, faith and love are intimately related.  
I guess you could say they are “in love” with each other!  (Ok, maybe you wouldn’t say that!)  We express our faith 
through love and our love through faith.     
 
Our Gospel text for this week is within a section in John understood as “The Farewell Discourse.”  The Farewell 
Discourse lies between John 14:1-16:33.  The foundation of the Farewell Discourse is in the event that lies before 
Jesus:  His death and resurrection.  Jesus is preparing His disciples for his upcoming death and resurrection, and 
instructing His disciples in what He expects of them (us) until that day when He returns to take us home.   
 
Our text begins after Jesus’ incredible example of servant-love:  washing the disciples’ feet!  Washing someone’s feet 
in that culture was a job reserved for the lowest of slaves.  Yet, as Jesus assumes this servant role, He is also giving 
an example of how His people are to serve; in ways that others may not expect and may even “shock” those whom 
we serve!   
 
What does Jesus expect of you until His return?  He expects you to love.  Notice in this passage from John that if, as 
His disciples we understand what He has done for us, we will do likewise!  We will be people characterized by 
love—loving Jesus and loving others.  And, importantly, this love is empowered by the Holy Spirit within us; we 
cannot love the ways God asks us to love without His Holy Spirit.  This lifestyle of love will overcome any conflict 
or challenge that you face as a disciple (See 1 John 5:4-5) because the Spirit of Jesus gives you the power and ability 
to love.    
 Christ did more than give an example of humility; He also demonstrated the self-sacrifice and love that He 
 would show the next day on the cross…Jesus did not institute a new sacrament of foot washing, but rather 
 established a pattern of humility for Christians to follow.1 
 
Consider/Reflect:  Where and/or who do I find it most difficult to love?  Bring this situation and/or person to 
God and pray about this every day this week. 
 

 Day #2--Tuesday, September 17th.  Read: John 13.15-17.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to other  

In washing His disciples’ feet, Jesus explains that if He is truly our “Lord” and “Teacher,” how could we think that 

serving others is beyond us as disciples?  “The καθὼς ἐγώ … καὶ ὑμεῖς (“just as I … you also”) recalls the use of the 
formula in 13:34: Christlike, Christ-inspired love will enable fellow believers so to act toward one another.”2 

 The comparison of v 13 is deepened by a saying drawn from the tradition of Jesus’ sayings (cf. Matt 10:24); 
 here “student” and “teacher” are replaced by “slave” and “master,” and “one sent” along with the “superior 

                                                 
1Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  
2G.R. Beasley-Murray. Word Biblical Commentary: John (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1999).  



 
 

 who sends” him.  The beatitude follows on v 15 (v 16 is by way of parenthesis); it declares the 
 (eschatological) happiness of those who not only know the significance of what Jesus has done for them, but 
 who live in the light of it and in obedience to his call.  The necessity of both knowing (hearing) and doing 
 the will of God is emphasized throughout the Bible, not least by Jesus himself…3 
 
Besides the cultural revulsion of the disciples’ toward Jesus washing their feet, was their theological assumptions of 
the coming Messiah.  The Messiah, so thought the Jewish people, would be a militaristic figure in the pattern of 
King David, not a slave that would do such a demeaning job!   However, in doing this act, Jesus is in fact revealing 
Himself to be both Messiah and the “Suffering Servant” as described in the book of Isaiah.  Grant Osborne writes 
that the disciples:  
 
 …simply had no idea of a suffering Messiah, for all of Judaism interpreted Isaiah 52–53 as referring to the 
 nation rather than the coming Messiah.  The arrival of the Messiah was not oriented to salvation but to 
 military liberation.  Peter will react to Jesus’ arrest by drawing his sword and cutting off the ear of the high 
 priest’s slave (18:10), thinking he is starting the war that will remove the Romans and begin the messianic 
 kingdom.  However, by washing the disciples’ feet Jesus shows that he is indeed the Servant of Yahweh of 
 Isaiah 52–53, and that the disciples are to emulate him as they serve others. 4 
 
Consider/Reflect:  “Jesus washes His disciples’ feet, thereby showing His willingness to serve them.  Often we 
think that greatness means having others serve us.  But Christ shows His true greatness and His love toward us in 
that He came to wash away our sins, even though it cost Him His life.  [Pray]:  Lord Jesus Christ, receive our thanks 
for Your love, and help us to love one another as deeply as You have loved us.  Amen.”5 
 

 Day #3--Wednesday, September 18th.  Read:  John 13.31-35; Deuteronomy 6.4-9.  Examine:  The Text and 
its Relationship to other Passages. 
 
Verses 31–35 (really, through vs.38) are essentially a summary of the Farewell Discourse.  Jesus has come to serve us 
by living, dying, and rising for us! After Judas left to go and betray Jesus, Jesus now says it is time to be glorified; 
which, in John, refers to His death.  It will be through His death that both the Father and the Son will be glorified!      

 
 …the “hour” for the glorification of the “Son of Man” had arrived…it is probably best understood as 
 “God has revealed his glory in Jesus”…Not only is God glorified in the process but the Son is glorified in 
 the Father’s glorification, and that glorification is an immediate one…This glorification does not require the 
 coming of the end of time and the final victory. The glorification idea employed here is directly related to 
 the obedience of the Son in the crucifixion and the subsequent resurrection.  To see God’s act of 
 glorification through the tragedy of the death of the Messiah and the victorious resurrection is a crucial 
 aspect of the Gospel presentation.6 
 
Jesus’ use of the diminutive term for the disciples, “little children,” reflects Jesus’ love for His friends.  He knew they 
were confused, fearful, and anxious, and Jesus knew that they would not follow Him to the cross (where I am 
going…).  Conversely, they can know that Jesus will always be with them when they love others in His name.  The 
“newness” of this divine love lay in its singularity.  As opposed to the many commands in the Torah, Jesus gives 
only one (new) command:  Love. 
     
 The commandment to love one another has almost no meaning apart from its contextual presupposition, “I 
 have loved you”…In the same manner, to ask people to love one another is pointless if they have not 
 understood the love of Jesus in his Passover death for them…This way of loving one another…was to be 
 understood as breathtakingly explosive of old relationships and old patterns of obedience…These two 

                                                 
3Ibid. 
4G.R. Osborne. John: Verse by Verse. (Bellingham, Washington: Lexham Press, 2018). 
5 Lutheran Study Bible.  
6G.L. Borchert. John 1–11 (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996). 
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 verses of John [34, 35] thus encapsulate the coming of the new era and the new community.  This new 
 community, in fact, epitomized God’s consistent intention in the Old Testament of calling out a people 
 who are to be recognized by their love for God (Deut 6:4–5; the Shema Israel) and their love of neighbor 
 (Lev 19:18)…That thesis is basic to this Gospel.7 
 
Consider/Reflect:  “The disciples cannot follow Christ to the cross, but He asks them to imitate His love for them 
as they love one another.  Christians bring dishonor to Christ and His love when they deal with one another in a 
loveless manner.  Christ redeemed us through His self-sacrificial love that we may in turn imitate His love (Eph 5:1–
2).  [Pray]:  May Your love, O Lord, guide my every action. Amen.”8 
 

  Day #4--Thursday, September 19th.  Read:  1 John 4.7-8.  Explore:  The background to this text(s). 
 
As he did in his Gospel, so now in one of his letters, John continues to focus on love as the defining characteristic 
of Jesus’ disciples.  Specifically, John is exhorting fellow believers to love one another.  The word for love here is the 
Greek word, agapētoi, a love based not on attraction, need, or family, but a love that is chosen by the lover as an act 
of will, a love committed to the well-being of the other.  This is the love that Jesus expressed toward us; it is a love 
that is willing to even suffer for the beloved!  

 John’s exhortation is for Christians to love Christians, although the importance of loving non-Christians is 
 not to be excluded.  The basis for this love is God…it is because (hoti) love is from God (hē agapē ek tou theou 
 estin).  Love flows from or out of (ek) God and has God as its spring or source…In  other words, inasmuch 
 as anyone has even the smallest capacity to love, this comes by the grace of  God…The perfect tense of 
 “born” would include the initial rebirth of the individual and the continuing effects this would have in their 
 life, and the present tense of “know” emphasizes that the individual is  continuing to grow in 
 knowledge of God. In other words, it is not the person’s ability to love that causes the new birth, but his 
 ability to love flows from his regeneration in Christ.9 

In v.8, John essentially affirms the same truth as in v.7 only in reverse:  if one does not love they do not know God.  
Because, and again, God is the very source of love!   

 Three points may be made about John’s description of God as “love.” (a) Its background is the Jewish (OT) 
 understanding of God as living, personal and active, rather than the Greek concept of deity which was 
 abstract in character…(b) To assert comprehensively that “God is love” does not ignore or exclude the 
 other attributes of his being to which the Bible as a whole bears witness; notably his justice and his truth (cf. 
 Ps 89:14; Deut 32:4; Rom 3:21–26; John 17:17). (c) There is a tendency in some modern theologies 
 (especially “process” thought) to transpose the equation “God is love” into the reverse, “Love is God.” But 
 this is not a Johannine (or a biblical) idea.  As John makes absolutely clear in this passage, the controlling 
 principle of the universe in not an abstract quality of “love” (see a, above), but a sovereign, living God who 
 is the source of all love, and who (as love) himself loves (see vv 7, 10, 19)…The statement “God is love” 
 provides the theme for the subsequent verses in this section.  It also picks up John’s claim at 3:16 that we 
 know the nature of love by contemplating the work of God in Christ; and it begins a fuller explication of 
 that thought.10 
Consider/Reflect:  “God’s nature is turned toward and bound up in seeking, working, and being for the welfare 
and benefit of others—namely mankind.  Love fittingly describes the nature of God; His love is revealed in the flesh 
and blood of Jesus Christ.”11 
 

  Day #5—Friday, September 20th.  Read:  1 John 4.9-13.    Explore:  The Background to this Text. 

 

                                                 
7 Ibid. 
8 Lutheran Study Bible. 
9 D.L. Akin. 1, 2, 3 John (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001). 
10 S.S. Smalley. Word Biblical Commentary: 1, 2, 3 John (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002). 
11 Lutheran Study Bible. 
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Again, the pattern of our love for one another is Jesus Christ—what He did for us through His life, death, and 
resurrection.  As John explicates this divine and human love, he also reveals the nature of the Son and the salvation 
made possible by Jesus through His death on the cross.       
 
 If one wishes to know how God has demonstrated His love, he need only look at the fact that God sent His 
 One and only Son into the world that we might obtain eternal life thereby (“One and only” translates 
 monogenē, “only born one,” which also is used in John 1:14, 18; 3:16.)  Moreover, this love was not a 
 response to man’s love, but an initiative on God’s part (1 John 4:10).  By it the Son became an atoning 
 Sacrifice (hilasmon, “propitiation”) for our sins.  Nothing less than God’s love in Christ is the model for the 
 love Christians should have toward one another.12 

 
When disciples express their love for one another, God is present and our love bears witness to the power and 
presence of God!  The unseen God becomes present through His people.  “In His divine nature and essence, God 
has never been seen by any living man…Yet in the experience of mutual love among believers, this invisible God 
actually lives in us and His love is made complete in us.”13  And again, John makes clear that this love is only 
possible because the Holy Spirit is present and is the source of agape love.   

 
 The mutual abiding of a believer in God and God in that believer (cf. John 15:4–7) is indicated by that 
 believer’s experience of the Spirit.  The Greek for “of His Spirit” (ek tou pneumatos) suggests participation in 
 the Spirit of God, literally, “He has given us out of His Spirit.”  The same construction occurs in 1 John 3:24. 
 When a believer loves, he is drawing that love from God’s Spirit (cf. Rom. 5:5), who is also the Source of 
 his confession of Christ (1 John 4:2).  Thus both the faith and the love enjoined in the dual “command” of 
 3:23 are products of the Spirit’s operation in a believer. A believer’s Spirit-led obedience becomes the 
 evidence that he is enjoying the mutual abiding relationship with God that John wrote about.14 
 
Consider/Reflect: [Commenting on the truth that “God is love” Luther writes]:  “These are simple words, but they 
are words that require faith in the highest degree—faith against which everything that is not of the Spirit of God 
fights.  Conscience, the devil, hell, the judgment of God, and everything resist, in order that we may not believe that 
God is love but may believe that God is an Executioner and a Judge.  By ‘the world’ I also understand the 
adversaries of the Word and the sects.  Here, therefore, it is taught in brief that one must cling to faith against these 
assaults.  Consequently, he who has a true knowledge of God abides in Christ, and God abides in him” (AE 
30:301).”15 
 

  Day #6-Saturday, September 21st.  Read:  Mark 12:28-31.  Meditate and Pray:  Embrace—God and His 
guiding you through His Word.  
 
What are the greatest commands in the Bible?  “Love God;”  “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Jesus said that 
there is “no other commandment greater than these.”  (Mark 12:31b).  It is important to note that Jesus did 
something unique here.  According to Biblical scholar William Barclay, Jesus did a “new thing.”   

 
The new thing that Jesus did was to put these two commandments together.  No rabbi had ever done that 
before.  There is only one suggestion of connection previously.  Round about 100 B.C. there was composed 
a series of tractates called The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, in which an unknown writer put into the 
mouths of the patriarchs some very fine teaching…But no one until Jesus put the two commandments 
together and made them one.  Religion to him was loving God and loving men.  He would have said that 
the only way in which a man can prove that he loves God is by showing that he loves men.16      

 

                                                 
12 J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985). 
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Luther’s Works, American Edition: 30:301, Quoted in, Lutheran Study Bible. 
 
16 William Barclay. The Gospel of John: Volume 2 (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1975).  



 
 

Why is this Holy Sprit empowered, Jesus modeled love so important?  Without love, all I know, all I say, and all I 
accomplish are incomplete.  Think about this.  You may have three PhD’s, be a millionaire, know the Bible from 
front to back but if you are not a person who gives or receives love, what is it all worth?  Do the math:  Life minus 
love equals—zero.  Again, the Greek word for this kind of love is ‘agape’ and is defined as a self-giving love that 
recognizes the value of the beloved.  In the Greek language, this word for love was not often used.  It was the early 
church that utilized agape as a description of Jesus’ love for humankind and consequently, the kind of love 
demonstrated by those who call themselves “disciples.”   
 
Finally, this kind of love is eternal.  In 1 Corinthians 13.13, Paul says that only love will never end.  Why?  What will 
you take with you to Heaven?  Only your relationship with Jesus, which is the result of God’s LOVE for you.  Why 
will you see your loved ones in Heaven?  Because of God’s love for them, and the love that we shared with them on 
this earth.  In heaven, you will not need faith.  You will see God face to face.  You will not need hope.  For your 
hopes will have been fulfilled.  However, there will be love because Heaven will be full of love!        
                   
Question/Reflect:  “As long as we remain in fellowship with the Father through faith, we love one another and 
have no fear of Judgment Day.  Whenever we do not treat our brother with love as Jesus has loved us, we fear 
God’s punishment.  Because He sent His Son to take away our sins, we gain confidence to stand before God 
without fear. [Pray]:  Heavenly Father, I have not always loved my fellow Christians as I should.  Forgive me and 
work Your love in me to cast out my fear of punishment.  Amen.”17 
 

                                                 
17 Lutheran Study Bible. 

 


