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MUSIC | Worship - Let’s begin with this worship song: 
o "True North" (Rend Co. Kids) 

 
This month is all about choosing your own adventure! We make choices every day — some are 
small choices and some are big, but all of our choices matter in our adventures. 

QUESTION | How have you seen people play favorites? 

• What are some examples of how you've seen people play favorites before? 
o We might see it in sports teams we play on when one person always gets to play 

in the best position. 
o Maybe when someone else gets a solo in the school choir that we wanted and it 

feels like the director is playing favorites. 
o We might feel like our brother or sister get to do more things than we get to do. 
o Sometimes, it might even feel like there are favorites in our classes at school. 

• It can make us sad or left out when it feels like we're not picked as someone's favorite. 
Picking favorites might make one person feel great, but can make other people feel awful. 

• This week, we're going to find out more about what God has to say about favorites and 
choosing sides. 

VIDEO | Choose Your Own Adventure, Episode 1 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week's episode of Grow TV. 

BIBLE STORY | Wisdom and Favoritism 
• Picture your favorite pirates out on the sea, seeking out treasure and adventure. They 

have to make choices along the way, like which direction to go, what treasure to search 
for, and whom to take on their crew. Those choices will determine what kind of adventure 
they will have! 

THE BIG IDEA 
I can be wise by  

not choosing sides. 
 

THE BIBLE 
Wisdom and Favoritism: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23;  

(James 2:1-10) 
 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/SBkSbvcmq6o
https://vimeo.com/582113965/90d50903c5
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• Just like pirates choosing their adventure, we get to choose our adventures, too. Let's 
read today's Bible passage. 

• Read Proverbs 22:1-2; 8-9; 22-23 
o Does this mean God doesn't want people to be rich? 
o Not at all! But when we make conclusions about people and who we want to be 

friends with based on material things, the Bible tells us that is not wise. 
• Today's Bible story talks a lot about the rich and the poor, showing that people who were 

rich often got treated better.  
o Doesn't this happen these days, too? Sometimes, we play favorites because of 

what someone has, where they live, or something that they're really good at. 
o Let's read Proverbs 22:2 again. What do both the rich and poor have in common? 
o That means whether someone lives in a big house or a small house, is great at 

soccer or can't kick a ball straight, is good at math or not, we were all made by 
God. And that makes us all equally important! 

• The things that make us different from each other aren't bad. They can actually be things 
that bring us closer together because we all have cool talents to share with each other.  

o When we're choosing our adventure, we want to be with people who are good at 
things we're not good at. We want our adventure to be full of people who make the 
team better in different ways. 

o In fact, let's read Proverbs 22:9 again, too. What happens to someone who is 
generous with what they have? 

o God blesses people who give generously and fairly. Rather than showing 
favoritism to someone, we should choose to show God's love to everyone in the 
same way because that is exactly what God does for us! 

Now, it's time to make our first choice in our adventure! You have two choices: 
1. Loving everyone like God does and treating them fairly and kindly.  
2. Thinking only of your favorites 

Which choice should we make based on what we learned today? 

VIDEO | God Doesn't Pick Favorites 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Show this video, "God Doesn't Pick Favorites," by PursueGOD Kids.  
• No matter our differences, God loves each of us the same way. How do we know this? 

The Bible tells us Jesus gave the ultimate sacrifice for us all because Jesus loves us that 
much. And as followers of Jesus, we are called to love everyone just as Jesus loves us! 

• Playing with a kid at school who might not have as many friends, hanging out with people 
who look different than us, or being nice to all our siblings are ways we can be wise by 
not choosing sides. 

• So many good things can happen when we don't choose sides. People feel special and 
important, our friends feel like they all matter to us, and we get to see how cool and 
different God made each of us. 

• When we make the wise choice to love everyone as God does, we are showing a great 
example of how awesome and loving God is! 

BIG IDEA | I can be wise by not choosing sides. 

https://growcurriculum.org/GodDoesntPickFavorites
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OBJECT LESSON | Pirate Prizes 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Get a crisp $20 bill from a local bank and an old, crumpled $20 bill. Take 
the old bill and make it even dirtier by rubbing it in dirt or mud. Be sure not to rip the old bill. 
Make the old bill dirty enough that you can't tell how much the bill is worth. 

• I have these two bills with me today. One of them is clean, crisp, and new. The other is 
old, dirty, and even smells a little bit. 

• Which one of these bills would you prefer to take to the store and go shopping with? 

• Why did you choose that one? 
• Many of you may prefer to take the new, clean bill to go shopping with, but if you chose 

the old, dirty, smelly bill, you would find that it's worth the same as the new one. 

• Can you think of anything else we make decisions about just by looking at it? 
• How is this an example of choosing sides? 

• Why is it wise to not choose sides? 

BIBLE | Read James 2:1-10 
• This Bible passage tells us not to choose favorites.  
• When we treat people differently based on their status — like how much money they have 

or how popular they are — we are not loving everyone the way God wants us to. When the 
Bible tells us to love our neighbor as ourselves, it means to love others just the way they 
are! 

• Jesus taught the people this while he was on earth, but more than that, that's exactly 
what he did. He chose to be friends with people who were not particularly cool and he 
cared for those who were largely outcasts. 

• We can do the same. This is how I can be wise . . . by not choosing sides! 

REFLECTION | Playing Favorites 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the kids to think of a time when they sensed they were showing 

favoritism. Invite them to ask God for help to choose to include everyone. 
o PRETEEN HACK: Have preteens first reflect on a time that they themselves were 

shown (or weren't shown) favoritism. This might lead them to better connect to a 
time when they intentionally picked someone or didn't pick someone for something. 
Challenge them to own this and remind them we are all here to grow, not to dwell on 
past choices. 

• Think of a time when you might have shown favoritism to someone. Or think of a time 
when you had to pick a side in an argument. 

• What made you pick someone as your favorite or choose someone's side? 
• How can you tell when you are picking favorites? 
• What are some ways we can show everyone we care about them? 
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DISCUSSION 

• What is better to have than riches? 
• What were the two types of people that the Bible story from Proverbs 22 talked about? 
• Whether we are rich or poor, what do all of us have in common? 
• Re-Read James 2:9. What does this verse say about favoritism? 
• What are some ways you might be tempted to show favoritism? 
• What can you do to remind yourself to choose wisely and not choose sides? 

• What do you show when you don't show favoritism? 

MEMORY VERSE | Verse Quest 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Print or project the memory verse graphic. Make sure everyone has a 

Bible. 

• All month long, we are going to be choosing our own adventure! All adventures require a 
map, and we have the best one right here . . . our Bibles! The Bible helps us choose an 
adventure full of wisdom and life. 

• The reference to our memory verse, Ephesians 5:15, is like a map to help us find it in the 
Bible. 

• The directions to our destination are:  
o Ephesians - the book of the Bible 
o 5 - the chapter 
o 15 - the verse 

• Can someone tell us where the map took us today by reading Ephesians 5:15 out loud? 
• Our map tells us to live wisely. 

• What wise choice did we hear about today? That's right! I can be wise by not choosing 
sides. 

 
 MEMORY VERSE REVIEW | Ephesians 5:15 (NIV) (Watch this video for extra help) 

• Let's practice this month's memory verse together! 
• "Be very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but as wise." 

 

PRAYER 

• Dear God, help us to choose wisely in our lives to love everyone the way You do. Help us 
not to play favorites, thinking only of ourselves or the people we like best. Help us to be 
good examples of Your love for others. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 
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THE BIG IDEA: I can be wise by not choosing sides.
THE BIBLE: Wisdom and Favoritism: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; James 2:1-10




