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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  -John 15:5

Dear Friends,
As we enter the spring season and the renewal of life associated with spring, we also prepare again for 
the sacred days of Holy Week and Easter that likewise bring renewed life for the sake of the world! The 
Christian hope for new life is a hope promised in Scripture. The Apostle Paul, writing to the church at 
Corinth, reminds them (us) of this truth:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come” (2 Corinthians 5.17).

Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has achieved for us what we could not do in our own 
power: deliver us from the grip of sin, fear, and hopelessness.  Our past is not final, and our future is not 
futile.  New life is offered to us every day as we walk with Jesus in faith.  
Martin Luther believed this new life, offered to us daily through Christ, is grounded in our Baptism. 
For Luther, Baptism “signifies that the old creature in us … is to be drowned and die through daily … 
repentance, and … that daily a new person is to come forth and arise up to live before God in righteousness 
and purity forever.» So fundamental was this Baptismal promise of new life for Luther, that when he was 
tempted, afraid, or in doubt, he would remind himself “baptizatus sum:” “I am baptized,” affirming again 
his new life in Christ.
As you read through this edition of The Vine, consider the new life that is yours in Christ Jesus. Are you 
living as a new creation in Christ? Or, are you carrying the burdens of yesterday’s guilt and tomorrow’s 
worries?  How can Red Hill Lutheran Church and School help you to live and serve in newness of life? The 
Easter hope of new life is your promise from God to claim—today!  

God’s blessings to you!
Pastor Seth 
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A New Day—A New Life!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Springtime is the season of  new life!  Flowers bloom, the 
days grow warmer, and the nights grow shorter!  Winter’s 
chill and darkness will give way to spring’s life and light.  

What is true of  nature’s seasons is also true of  our 
church seasons.  The solemn season of  Lent, typically 
begun in mid-winter, calls us to reflect upon the darkness, 
sinfulness, and brokenness of  our human condition, as 
well as the cost God Himself  paid to save us from this 
hopelessness.  The Lenten season culminates with Holy 
Week, typically near the beginning of  spring, which is the 
final week of  Jesus’ earthly life.  Also referred to as the 
Passion Week, these holy days reveal the depths of  God’s 
passion for you and me—this whole world!  The winter 
of  death will be overcome by the new life of  spring!   

Just consider the words we use to describe these holy 
days.  Let’s start with “Palm Sunday.”  Of  course, Palm 
Sunday is the day that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem to the 
shouts of  “hosanna” (“Save us now!”) and the waving of  
palm branches (See John 12.12-15).  In the ancient world, 
palm branches were often used in public celebrations to 
welcome a conquering hero because they were abundant 
in surrounding trees.  The palm branches would be cut or 
pulled down and then waved back and forth as one would 
wave a flag or banner.  (In our day, think of  a 4th of  July 
parade and waving the America flag as soldiers/military 
veterans pass by).  For many, Jesus was a conquering 
hero—at least they thought He was going to conquer, to 
do battle with the occupying, Roman government as they 
expected God’s Messiah to do!  And, in part, the crowds 
were right; this procession by Jesus is fulfilling prophecy 
and making a claim: the long-promised Messiah is here!  
The Lutheran Study Bible describes it this way:

Palm Sunday is a high point, as a crowd at the 
Jewish capital openly acclaims Jesus as Messiah.  
It is also a turning point, however, since it 
galvanizes His opponents.  Like the crowds in 
Jerusalem, we are prone to fickleness—today 
all for the Lord, tomorrow turning from Him.  
Though we often prove faithless, Jesus remains 
constant.  His love and forgiveness never falter.1 

However, those who thought Jesus was going to fight 
1  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  

the Romans and go to war were to become disillusioned 
and angry as Jesus literally surrendered to the authorities.  
The joy and excitement of  Palm Sunday gave way to 
the confusion and fear of  Maundy Thursday.  It was 
on this day, Maundy Thursday, that Jesus instituted the 
sacrament of  Holy Communion and issued a “new 
command” (Maundy—from the Latin “Mandatum” 
meaning, “Mandate”) that his disciples love one another as 
He has loved us.  In order to demonstrate this love, Jesus 
washes the disciples’ feet, a job for the lowest of  slaves.  
Jesus leaves the upper room, walks to the Garden of  
Gethsemane, and prays for God to get Him through the 
suffering.  Jesus is arrested, faces trial, and is savagely 
beaten.  Jesus’ disciples flee in fear and deny that they 
even know him (John 13.1-5). 

The dawn of  “Good Friday” brings more beatings and 
Jesus’ eventual death by crucifixion.  On this day, the 
eternal, omnipotent, omniscient God willingly came to 
die in our place; to take our sin and its consequences, 
death, into His divine life.  God is holy, just, and good, 
God cannot allow sin in His presence.  Sin must be 
punished.  And, God loves us, and wants to be WITH 
US!  On the cross, God justly deals with sin and death, 
as well as our broken relationship with Him.  Christian 
theology has referred to this action of  God on the cross 
as propitiation. As theologian, Adrian Rogers describes… 

Propitiation is a big word that means satisfaction.  
Because God is a holy God, His anger and justice 
burns against sin.  And He has sworn that sin 
will be punished.  There must be a satisfactory 
payment for sin.  But God said, “If  I punish 
man for his sin, man will die and go to hell.  
On the other hand, if  I don’t punish man for 
his sin, My justice will never be satisfied.”  The 
solution?  God said that He would become our 
substitute.  He would take the sin of  mankind 
upon Himself  in agony and blood—a righteous 
judgment and substitute for sin.  His wrath 
burned out on the cross when His only Son died 
as man’s propitiation for sin.  And this is love 
(see 1 John 4:10).2

This is love indeed!  Jesus was willing to go through 
whatever it would take to restore our relationship with 
2  Adrian Rogers, “Complete Payment for Sin” (Love Worth Finding 
Ministries).
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the Father.  The scourging and the crucifixion that He 
endured prove this truth (Matthew 27.32-44).

As Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross, His few 
followers who stayed with Him, wrapped His body in 
burial cloths and placed it in a borrowed tomb.  A few 
of  the women who followed Jesus (including His mother 
Mary) and the “beloved” disciple John, likely left the 
tomb bewildered and confused.  What about all that Jesus 
said?  Did Jesus tell the truth?  Is evil more powerful 
than good, death more 
powerful than life?  I’m 
sure that these questions, 
or others like them, were 
swirling in their heads.  
Perhaps they began the 
countdown to Sunday, 
the first day of  the week 
in the ancient world, 
to the time when they 
would be allowed to visit 
the grave and anoint 
Jesus’ body one final 
time.  I also imagine 
that after two sleepless 
nights the women left 
their homes as soon as 
they could—at sunrise 
on Sunday.  They would 
make one final walk to 
the tomb to say farewell 
to the man who changed 
their lives (Matthew 
27.57-61).

As the women approach 
the tomb something is 
wrong.  Mark describes 
it this way:

When the Sabbath 
was past, Mary 
Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of  James, and Salome bought spices, so that 
they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the 
first day of  the week, when the sun had risen, they went 
to the tomb.3 And they were saying to one another, “Who 
will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of  the 
tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, 

they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed 
in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to 
them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of  Nazareth, 
who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the 
place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you 
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out 
and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment 
had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they 

were afraid. (Mark 16.1-7)

I love the angel’s simple 
words: “He has risen; 
He is not here.”  Jesus is 
alive!  Can you imagine 
the sheer joy?  Jesus is 
alive!  Death is NOT 
the last word!  He is not 
here!  The tomb is empty!  
Because of  Easter, death 
has  been defeated , 
our sins forgiven, and 
reconciliation with God 
accomplished.  God in 
Christ has given us a new 
day and new life; a chance 
to start over and enjoy 
a new relationship with 
him.  Because of  Easter, 
all that Jesus said and 
did was confirmed!  As 
Jesus said: He is the way, 
the truth, and the life!  

Too good to be true?  
Many have claimed that 
Easter is just that—
too “good to be true,” 
not possible! Skeptics 
suggest that perhaps 
what the disciples had 
was a “resurrection” 

of  their confidence in the teachings of  Jesus?  Maybe 
Jesus didn’t really die on the cross but only “swooned?”  
Maybe the disciples stole his body and spread the hoax 
of  a resurrection?  However, if  you look at all of  the 
evidence and take into account the sheer power of  the 
Christian movement, it takes more faith to believe the 
resurrection didn’t happen!  
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While there have always been doubts, questions, and 
sheer refusal to believe the resurrection of  Jesus, the 
Bible is remarkably consistent and reliable when it comes 
to Jesus’ victory over the grave.  Christian apologist Hank 
Hanegraaff  notes:

Of  the many evidences available, none is more 
compelling than the fact that the resurrected 
Christ appeared to over five hundred individuals 
at a single time (1 Corinthians 15:6).  Christ 
appeared to numerous other individuals as 
well, providing “many convincing proofs” 
of  His resurrection (Acts 1:3).  Christ in His 
resurrection body was even touched on two 
occasions (Matthew 28:9; John 20:17), and 
challenged the disciples (Luke 24:39) and 
Thomas (John 20:27) to feel His wounds.  For 
those who continue to harbor doubts about 
the veracity of  the biblical evidence, one need 
only point to Dr. Simon Greenleaf, the greatest 
authority on legal evidences in the 19th century.  
It is noteworthy that after examining the evidence 
for the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, Greenleaf  
suggested that any cross-examination of  the 

eyewitness testimonies recorded in Scripture 
would result in “an undoubting conviction of  
their integrity, ability, and truth.3

Additionally, theologian and author Dr. Michael Horton, 
notes two, key points about the historicity of  Easter:

The earliest Christians testified to the following 
elements of  the resurrection claim, even to the 
point of  martyrdom…

1. Jesus Christ lived, died, and was buried…
Marcus Borg, co-founder of  the skeptical 
“Jesus Seminar,” even concedes that Christ’s 
death by Roman crucifixion is “the most 
certain fact about the historical Jesus.”  There 
are numerous attestations to these facts from 
ancient Jewish and Roman sources.  According 
to the Babylonian Talmud, “Yeshua” was a false 
prophet hanged on Passover eve for sorcery and 
blasphemy.  No less a towering Jewish scholar 
than Joseph Klausner identifies the following 
references to Jesus in the Talmud:  Jesus was 

3  Hank Hanegraaff.  “Jesus’ Resurrection: Miracle or Myth?” See, www.
equip.org.
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

a rabbi whose mother, Mary (Miriam), was 
married to a carpenter who was nevertheless 
not the natural father of  Jesus.  Jesus went 
with his family to Egypt, returned to Judea and 
made disciples, performed miraculous signs by 
sorcery, led Israel astray, and was deserted at his 
trial without any defenders.  On Passover eve he 
was crucified.

The burial of  Jesus in the tomb of  Joseph of  
Arimathea is mentioned in all four Gospels (Mt 
27:57; Mk 15:43; Lk 23:50; Jn 19:38-39). This 
is a specific detail that lends credibility to the 
account.  Furthermore, it’s an embarrassing detail 
that the disciples would not likely have forged.  
After all, according to the Gospels, the disciples 
fled and Peter had even denied knowing Jesus.  
Yet here is a wealthy and powerful member of  
the ruling Jewish Council (Sanhedrin), coming 
to Pilate to ask for permission to bury Jesus in 
his own tomb.  Adding to the embarrassment, 
according to John 19:38-42, Joseph was assisted 
in the burial by another leader of  the Pharisees, 
Nicodemus (who met with Jesus secretly in 
John 3).  Joseph was of  such a stature that Pilate 
conceded to deliver the body over to him, but 
only after confirming with the centurion that 
Jesus was in fact dead (Mk 15:44-45).

2. Jesus Christ’s tomb was empty after three days.
Not even this claim should be controversial today, 
since it was acknowledged by Romans and Jews 
as well as by the first Christians.  Of  course, there 
were widely divergent explanations, but there 
was a remarkable consensus on this point.  The 
Jewish leaders claimed that the body was stolen 
by the disciples.  This is asserted in Matthew 
28:11-15)…unable to locate Jesus, dead or 
alive…the very fact that they sought alternative 
explanations for the resurrection demonstrates 
that the empty tomb was a historical fact.4

Of  course, there are other evidences of  the resurrection 
that I have not mentioned here.  Again, as one of  my 
professors said to me, “When you look at all the evidence 
of  Easter, it takes more faith not to believe than to believe!”  
Easter is our hope.  Easter is God’s promise.  Again, I cite 
Hank Hanegraaff  who makes the point so well:

4  See Michael Horton, “Risen Indeed!”  www.whitehorseinn.org 

The importance of  this event cannot be 
minimized, for Jesus Himself  proclaimed that 
His resurrection would prove His power over 
death, and thus His deity (John 2:18-22).  Not 
only that, but Christ’s resurrection is the very 
heart of  the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

Yes!  Jesus is alive!  A new day, a new life has begun!  
The early church understood Jesus’ resurrection as the 
central witness to a new act of  God in history and the 
victory of  God in vindicating Jesus as the Messiah.  
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the central faith 
confession of  the early church and became the focal 
point for Christian worship. For the early church, and 
subsequent generations of  Christians, Sunday, the first 
day of  the week in the ancient world, became the day of  
worship! (See Acts 20:7; Sunday was officially proclaimed 
the day of  Christian worship in AD 321). Because of  
Good Friday and Easter, our lives and deaths are taken 
up into Jesus’.  And, the very same power that raised 
Jesus is available for us in the present moment.  Because 
of  Easter, everything is different!    

Fifty days after Easter, on the Day of  Pentecost, the 
church would be sent out into the world, empowered 
by the promised Holy Spirit, to proclaim the story of  
hope found in the life, death, and resurrection of  Jesus 
Christ.  As Saint Paul writes:

Now if  Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how 
can some of  you say that there is no resurrection of  
the dead? 13 But if  there is no resurrection of  the 
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if  
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain 
and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God 
that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if  it is true 
that the dead are not raised.16 For if  the dead are not 
raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if  Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 
in your sins.18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. 19 If  in Christ we have hope in 
this life only, we are of  all people most to be pitied. (1 
Corinthians 15:12-19)

Where there was futility, now there is hope.  Where there 
was darkness, now there is light.  Where there was death, 
now there is life.  The spring of  God’s new day has come!   

May you and your families have a happy and blessed 
springtime!  
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Baptism at Red Hill
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Martin Luther said this about Baptism:  
Indeed if I had the matter under my control, I 
would not want God speak to me from heaven 
or appear to me, but I would want—and my 
daily prayers are directed to this end—that 
I might have the proper respect and true 
appreciation for the gift of Baptism.  

So true!  Baptism is the beginning of a life that is 
dedicated to Jesus and Jesus’ teachings and ways.  It is 
through Baptism that God comes to us and washes us, 
joining us to Jesus Christ and to Jesus’ church.  
Are you interested in Baptizing your child?  Are you 
interested in being Baptized yourself?  Perhaps you 
just have some questions about Christian Baptism; 
what it is and what it’s about?  If you answered yes to 
any of these questions, then you are invited to take the 
next steps for Baptism at Red Hill.  The next steps are:  
If you are an adult or teen, contact Pastor Seth to set 
up a time to discuss your faith journey, your questions, 
and the nature of Baptism as taught in the Lutheran 
Church. After that meeting, we will schedule your 
baptism during one of the two Sunday morning 
Worship services! 
For infants and young children, parents can contact 
Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, Donna Kunz, 
at the Church Office: 714-544-3131 ext.100 or dkunz@
redhillchurch.org.  You will then be sent a Baptism 
packet which includes:

*A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the Baptism 
process.

*Two booklets: “Let the Children Come: A 
Baptism Manual for Parents and Sponsors” 
and “My Privilege as a Sponsor” (God Parents).  

*A Baptism registration form.
You are asked to read through these resources and share 
them with your prospective sponsors.  Complete the 
registration form and bring it with you when you meet 
with Pastor Seth, which is the next step:  
After reading the materials, contact Donna at the 
Church Office to make an appointment to meet with 
me.   

During our meeting, I will provide an overview of 
Christian Baptism and the Service of Holy Baptism 
as administered in the Lutheran Church, as well as an 
opportunity to ask any questions you may have from 
the readings. After this meeting, the Baptism can be 
scheduled during one of the two Sunday morning 
Worship services. (Sponsors are welcome to attend 
the meeting, but it is not mandatory)

If you have any questions, contact me at the church 
office.  May our Lord guide you in this significant step 
in your Christian life!
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This past quarter, through the Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism, Red Hill welcomed the 
following brothers and sisters into God’s 
Family. May God continue to guide the 
spiritual development of these newest 

members of His kingdom.

Faith Koch & Samantha Koch

Dawson and Olivia Ripley

Bennett Morrow

Grayson and Audrey Israel Sampson

Eliana Paul
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Christmas Eve at Red Hill is always 
something to behold!  For more than 25 
years, Red Hill has presented a re-enactment 
of the birth of Jesus, in a Live Nativity 
presentation resplendant with shepherds, 
angels, the Holy family, and live animals for 
all attendees to enjoy.  The  two afternoon 
family services culminate with all attendees 
gathering around the manger to sing Silent 
Night.  The two evening services featured 
glorious music with choir and strings, and a 
Sanctuary aglow in soft candlelight.
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     Rise Against Hunger
By Rebecca Walter

At the beginning of February, Red Hill Lutheran 
kicked off its two-day Rise Against Hunger event 
with a “Night of Service” in which several of the 
ministries of the church came together to alleviate 
world hunger.  Members of American Heritage Girls, 
Boy Scouts, JH and HS youth groups, and various 
church Bible studies and Sunday school classes came 
with their friends and families to serve side by side in 
the CLC.  It was wonderful to see the various parts of 
the body of Christ work together just as God designed 
us to do, per 1 Corinthians 12!  This amazing display 
of teamwork resulted in the packaging of over 20,000 
meals in just 5 hours.  And at the end of the evening, 
RHL’s youth prayed over all of the meals that were 
packaged.  We hope that the meal recipients are as 
blessed as we were by our time of service together!

More Information About RAH: Rise Against Hunger, 
driven by the vision of a world without hunger, has 
the goal of helping to end hunger by 2030, aligned 
with the United Nations Sustainable Goal #2 of Zero 
Hunger.  Their approach to ending hunger centers 
around a global network of dependable hunger 
champions. Since 2005, Rise Against Hunger volunteer 
groups (like Red Hill Lutheran) have packaged over 
500 million meals. Over 300,000 meal packaging 
volunteers produce millions of nutritious meals every 
year that are distributed to partners in countries around 
the world. These partners not only respond to food 
crises by giving out food, but also work on long-term 
solutions by promoting education, improving health 
and nutrition, and bolstering agricultural production 
with training and access to quality seeds and fertilizers 
for local farmers. 
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We were overwhelmed with the number of volunteers who generously gave of their time to 
make this two-day, meal packing event a success.
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Spring Sermon Series
“Who Do You Think You Are?” 

The Book of Ephesians
“Who do you think 
you are?” sounds like 
a rather startling or 
even rude question. 
Yet, answering this 
question makes all 
the difference in the 
world!  Knowing who 
we are, our identity, 
determines how we 
act, the decisions we 
make, who we relate 
to, and even how we 
view God!  Our identity shapes our worldview and how 
we fit into the larger scheme of things in this world.  

Of course, the Bible has a lot to say about who we are; 
our identity as God’s people—The Book of Ephesians 
particularly! As the author of the Epistle (Letter) to 
church in Ephesus, Saint Paul develops a major theme 
in the Book of Ephesians: The peace and unity found 
only in Christ and how believers can live out this 
cosmic unity in their (our) day–to-day lives. One of 
the most commonly used phrases by Paul in Ephesians 
is that, because of the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus, we are now “in Christ,” our identity, is based on 
Jesus’ work on our behalf; Jesus alone defines WHO 
WE ARE! We no longer need to look to other people’s 
opinions, things, philosophies, or psychologies to 
define our lives. Jesus defines our lives!  

According to theologian and author James Montgomery 
Boice, Ephesians is a…

…mini-course in theology, centered on the 
church…Like Romans, Ephesians deals with 
the most fundamental Christian doctrines…
it stresses the sovereignty of God in salvation 
and the eternal sweep of God’s great plan by 
which believers are lifted up from the depth 
of sin’s depravity and curse to the heights 
of eternal joy and communion with God…
Ephesians highlights the church’s true spiritual 
dynamics and gives guidelines for the new 

relationships in which 
the reality of the new 
humanity can be seen...
Ephes ians  speaks 
of  the Christ ian’s 
spiritual warfare. But 
only in Ephesians is 
that warfare presented 
in such vivid imagery 
and unforget table 
terms.1 

Through this series, we will examine the nature and 
purpose of the Book of Ephesians, exploring the themes 
and foundational truths that empower disciples of Jesus 
to live in the new reality of God’s kingdom come, as 
well as our identity as children of God in Christ! Some 
of the themes we will be exploring will be:

“I Am in Christ”
“I Am Blessed”
“I Am Saved”
“I Am Reconciled”
“I Am Afflicted”
“I Am Heard”
“I Am New”
“I Am Forgiven”
“I Am Loved”
“I Am Victorious”

Do you know your true identity? Does your relationship 
with Jesus make any difference in how you answer your 
identity question? This will be our task through this 
study: to understand rightly and biblically who we are 
and to live joyfully and intentionally in our identity 
in Christ.

1  James Montgomery Boice. Ephesians Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 
1997).
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“DiscipleU” Adult Class
Sunday mornings, 9:15 to 10:00 a.m.

Christian Life Center (CLC)
Teacher: Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“Who Do You Think You Are?” (A Study in 
the Book of Ephesians)

The Book of  Ephesians was originally a letter (Epistle), 
written by the Apostle Paul to the church in Ephesus. 
Ephesians sums up many important themes of  Paul’s 
letters, as well as his ministry as an Apostle to the 
Gentiles. Writing from a prison in approximately 60-61 
A.D, Ephesians is…

…the least situational of  all Paul’s letters because 
it does not explicitly address a specific problem. 
But as a circular letter, it is a manifesto for the 
church, describing its essence and identity; who 
it is, how it came about, how it must conduct 
itself, and what’s its mission is within the larger 
framework of  Christ’s cosmic rule….Ephesians 
develops a major theme…cosmic reconciliation 
in Christ…Ephesians draws out the implications 
for how this reconciled humanity, the church…
must understand its identity and function within 
God’s grand vision of  cosmic peace and unity 
in Christ.1

1  D.A. Carson, Ed. Biblical Theology Study Bible (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

One of  the implications of  Jesus’ “cosmic reconciliation” 
is the transformed identity of  the believer and the community 
of  faith, the church. This new identity is found “in Christ,” 
a phrase used by Paul no less than thirty-five times in 
Ephesians! Because of  the life, death, and resurrection 
of  Jesus, we are now “in Christ,” our identity, is based 
on Jesus’ work on our behalf; Jesus alone defines WHO 
WE ARE!  We no longer need to look to other people’s 
opinions, things, philosophies, or psychologies to define 
our lives. Jesus defines our lives!  

Through this study, we will do a “deeper dive” into 
the themes and Biblical texts of  the Sunday sermon 
series, “Who Do You Think You Are?” We will examine 
the nature and purpose of  the Book of  Ephesians 
generally, exploring the themes and foundational truths 
that empower disciples of  Jesus to live in the new reality 
of  God’s kingdom come, as well as our new identity as 
children of  God in Christ!   

Bring your Bible and join us! We look forward to seeing 
you at “DiscipleU!” 

Zondervan, 2018).
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“Wednesdays in the Word” 
 “The Book of Hebrews”  

Wednesdays 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. in the Church Sanctuary (In person and Live streamed). 
(This class is also recorded and posted on our website for participation at any time!)

Teacher: Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Looking for an in-depth study in the Word of God? 
Would you like to connect with others who share your 
interest in Scripture and living a life of faith? If so, 
you are welcome to join us as we continue our study 
in The Book of Hebrews. Hebrews was originally a 
correspondence addressed primarily to Jewish converts 
to the Christian faith. According to New Testament 
scholars, N.T. Wright and Michael Bird…

The letter to the Hebrews seems designed 
to persuade Jewish Christians not to go 
back to the forms of Jewish life that did 
not  acknowledge Jesus as Messiah. Many 
will have felt pressure to do so, particularly 
under threat of persecution. The Jewish 
world, enjoying official Roman recognition, 
represented a much safer social and legal 
option than belonging to an unpopular 
sect. This explains the exhortations to 
endurance…and the recollection of earlier 
harassment (Heb 10.32-39).1

1  N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird. The New Testament In Its World (Grand 
Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Academic, 2019).

The Book of Hebrews stresses the absolute supremacy 
of Christ, who is the final revelation of God’s salvific 
plan, as well as the mediator of God’s grace. What God 
began in the days of the Old Testament, He has fulfilled 
in His Son “for us and our salvation.” Throughout this 
study, we are exploring…

…The history and cultural backroad of the book 
of Hebrews.

…The relationship between the Old and New 
Testaments.

…Jesus as our “High Priest” interceding for us.
…The Jewish, sacrificial system and how Jesus 

fulfills this “system.”
…How we follow Jesus faithfully and with 

perseverance in our world today.

The overall purpose of this study of Hebrews, and 
in all of our studies in Scripture, is to gain a deeper 
understanding of Jesus so that we can be obedient to 
Him as His disciples in this world. We would love for 
you to join us in this task. You are invited to participate 
with us at any point in the study!    
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A Labored Joy
By Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship

“The perfect church service would be the one we 
were almost unaware of; our attention would have 
been on God. But every novelty prevents this. It 
fixes our attention on the service itself; and thinking 
about worship is a different thing than worshipping 
... ‘Tis mad idolatry that makes the service greater 
than the god.” – C.S. Lewis

Pastor Seth has said many a time in his pre-sermon 
prayer, “Lord, help me to get out of the way so they 
can hear you.” 

God to use these elements of the service connect you 
to himself, and one another. In the Praise Band, we 
strain to create music that opens one up to the things 
of God, to point “the way.” We hope to give you, the 
church attendee, a springboard to commune with 
God. This is a labored joy. 

Scripture has asked us to be part of the process in 
creating music that glorifies God (1 Corinthians 
14). This draws us into asking God what He would 
desire of us musically, lyrically, theologically, and 
expressionistically. We, as a band, pray about the 
songs we bring, hoping that they invite deeper 
connection with God. We want songs that encourage 
us, challenge us, help us to empathize, help us to 
grieve, help us to love, and the list goes on and on. 
There’s a lot of heavy lifting that we expect from a 
song and the whole Sunday morning experience. 
But the songs are not the important thing; God is. 
I have experienced deeply moving worship from 
people who play and sing out of tune. I have felt the 
arrogance, pretense and worship-lessness of those 
who were musically perfect. God uses what God 
uses. Thanks be to God. But, God has called us to 
bring our hearts and not just our lips to the process. 
God is in charge of outcomes. We have been tasked 
with the process that moves towards those outcomes. 
I have had many people over the years, that have 
given me their interpretation of how we’re doing in 
that respect. Some are very blessed by it. Some feel 
it’s too showy. Some think it too theological. Some 
think it not theological enough. I’m sure all think they 
have the perspective from God’s point of view. I kid.   

So… we ask that you would pray for those of us who 
create things in the church services. Pray that we 
would not make things novel, just for the novelty of 
it. And, though we strive for a type of perfection, that 
that perfection would not become an idol. Instead, 
that we would find our hearts  open and contrite, and 
that we would be constantly and vigilantly seeking 
the heart of God and the blessing of his people. 

Our hope is that we all would glorify God and enjoy 
Him.    

Herein lies the prayerful tension that we in the 
performative church world live in… we long to create 
an atmosphere or experience where one can lose 
oneself in union with God (lost and found in wonder), 
and at the same time, not make the service itself an 
idol. That is, to believe that if we do the service just 
right, then you will experience the glory of God. That 
is a heavier burden than we’ve been asked to carry. 
So, we bring our hopes, prayers and talents and ask 
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Welcoming New Members to the Red Hill Family
Recently, Red Hill welcomed the following families 
into God’s Family:  

The Ko Family - David, Kristen, Sarah and Hannah

The Karich Family - Mike, Michelle, Charlie, Chloe 
and Colt (Not pictured).

The Stephens Family - Brian, Megan and Madeline

Membership at Red Hill
If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is:  God wants you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
join us this fall for the next “Class 101.”   Watch the 
weekly announcements for more information regarding 
the Fall 2024 class.  

Why Do We Encourage Membership

Church membership at Red Hill properly 
understood reflects commitment beyond our-
selves. Church membership is not an oppor-
tunity to say “I am part of a club,” or now, “I 
am due relegious goods and services,” rather, 
membership is a spiritual expression of cov-
enant; a personal commitment to a particular 
community in order to grow in faith and serve 
our Lord and His people.
Being a part of a church family and commu-
nity will help you remain faithful when bad 
times, fatigue and disappointments come your 
way.

The Stephens Family

The Ko Family
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RHL Church & School 2024 First Communion Class
Congratulations to the following students who received their First Holy Communion on Sunday, January 
28th:

Kayla Bennett                             Silas Manalac
Kara de Beer                               Luca Matijevich
Elijah Froschauer                         Marco Matijevich
Olivia Garcia                                Bennett Morrow
Fara Hartloff                        Olivia Ripley
Sophia Keefe                               Esther Schwendimann
Jacob Manalac

 
We pray for God’s blessings on these children as they continue their journey with Jesus!
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RHLC Builds Houses for Families in Mexico
By Dr. Ken Hays

Participation in our Mexico housebuilding ministry 
translates Christ’s words “…as you have done to the 
least of these my brethren, you have done unto Me” 
into exemplary and fulfilling personal action.
 
Over a period of two days, our Red Hill group builds 
a badly needed 16’x20′, three-room, weatherproof 
home with a loft for a poor Mexican family living in 
slum conditions just a few miles south of the border.  
Multiple rooms give the family needed privacy and 
dignity.   The house is durable, efficiently designed, 
and serves the family for many years.  A concrete 
slab floor, construction materials, and building plans 
are pre-arranged and provided by Baja Christian 
Ministries.  They also arrange for our Red Hill group’s 
sleeping accommodations and three of our meals, as 
well as providing help and advice with construction.  
Construction tasks include framing, siding, wiring, 
roofing, painting, and drywall - often occurring at the 
same time! Red Hill has sent groups to build these 
homes in Mexico annually for many years.  Regardless 
of your construction skills, gender, or age, there is 
something for you to do!
 
Our groups have had great successes on our many 
past housebuilding efforts.  In recent years, we have 
also served a hot dog lunch for the local community 

on the first day of the build.  There are usually lots of 
hungry neighbors, and it’s a good way to meet some 
nice people. This year, in addition to constructing the 
house itself, our group will assemble some simple 
furniture including beds, a kitchen table and chairs. 
We carpool from our church parking lot to Tijuana.  
We always present the family with a new Bible.  We 
thank them for allowing us to serve as Christ’s hands. 
The little children are always excited, inspecting and 
exploring the house as it goes up.  Some tasks, such 
as painting and framing, or roofing and drywall, are 
worked simultaneously by sub-teams. The house 
recipients are typically overjoyed.  Family members 
may be in tears and or speechless as they receive the 
keys to their new front door.
 
 This year’s trip to Mexico is May 17th – 19th.  As with 
our many trips in past years, this will be a unique and 
very fulfilling opportunity to demonstrate the Lord’s 
love to a family in real need.   

Contact Ken Hays at 714-289-0476 or 
focusonit@ca.rr.com if you can participate.  

Also, if you do not already have a passport, apply for 
one right away!
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Ministry Update
Ruth and Ryan Holland

Winter Conference
Almost 900 staff and students came to the Cru West 
Coast Winter Conference in Anaheim CA! Winter 
Conference is a time for students to come from all over 
the western US and enjoy time together and with God. 
This is a time for life change both in students’ hearts and 
lives. Ruth and I both have had amazing experiences as 
students at the Winter Conference and these experiences 
were a big reason we decided to join Cru staff. Students 
were able to attend sessions with great Bible teaching 
and worship that brought to light how God is moving 
in their lives. Students get to hear about how God is 
working all over the world and how they can be apart 
of it. Every year students are invited to go on short 
term missions and one year internships overseas. 
 
We got to spend time with the students from Montana 
State and get to know them better. One highlight for us 
was the day of outreach where we went out and shared 
our faith with people on the boardwalk in Long Beach. 
We got into conversations and got to tell people about 
Jesus. We had a great time getting to know the MSU 
students better and encouraged them to be able to share 
their faith with others.

Student Perspective
I  asked a  Cru  s tudent  leader  named Nic 
a couple of questions about his experience at 
Winter  Conference,  here is  what  he said: 
 
How did WC affect your idea of the future? 
“It challenged me to start thinking about really 
surrendering to God and trust that where I am in life God 

has me there for a purpose and reason. Also wherever 
I go after graduation I’m still being sent by him as 
a representative of Christ and his name. WC started 
to change my thinking into an “eternal” or a “God’s 
kingdom” perspective instead of a worldly perspective.” 
 
What are you going to change based on what you learned? 
“I have learned that my foundation for life has to come 
from God’s Word, so I’m now in the Word every day 
learning and growing in my faith. Start focusing in 
prayer on who God wants me to be as a person and not 
what God wants me to do job-wise in my life. I’m also 
going to start volunteering some time at the church I 
attend helping them with whatever they need.”

Ruth and Ryan Holland
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Family/New Land Update 
The new house build is really coming along! They have just finished plastering, and now they will lay the base cement 
floor. We will still need to do plumbing, solar electricity, tiling the floor, and 
painting. They are also digging the septic tanks and preparing where we will 
be storing water. It is exciting to see all that is coming together, we are really 
hoping that by the end of next month we can move there. Barto has been taking 
the girls out there once a week, to give me a break to do bookwork, clean, have 
quiet time alone with the Lord, and just rest. It has helped me a lot. The girls love 
it there so much, Barto has made swings, a small pool, and areas for climbing, 
jumping, and running. The neighborhood kids come to play, and our daughters are 
making new friends. Barto said this last week, over 40 children came to play all 
day long. It is so good to see our kids be able to have a place to be really active 
and make new friends. 

I don’t know if I shared this before, but in the past 6 months I have been able to be a 
part of a women’s bible study that is for missionaries. It has been incredible blessing 
to my soul, we are studying Exodus, and I have learned a lot. I have been able to 
make some amazing friendships as well with the ladies, and with many of them we 
have gotten together outside of bible study to have dinner so our families can get 
to know each other. Some of the ladies have younger children, so our kids can play 
together! One of the ladies has a ministry working with street boys, and because of 
the amazing generosity of all your support, we were able to help her ministry with 
some rice for her food program that feeds the kids that she helps. Thank you for your 
gifts to our ministry, you have blessed us tremendously so we can go out to bless not 

only those we are able to minister to but to some others too.

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work 
within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.”
 -Ephesians 3:20-21

School/Future Projects/Garden Project Update
Our school is doing well, and the kids have been working very hard. We will know 
more of their progress next month as there will be exams again. This month, our 
school was able to start a soccer team that will play in a tournament against other 
school teams. We had uniforms made and the boys look so handsome. We also had 
some new chalkboards made in one of the buildings. We are excited to share that 
our hope is in the next month or so, we will be building our 4th three-classroom 
school building. It was put on hold after we had the bricks made a year and a half 
ago with all the terrorist activities, but since things are getting safter and better 
we are pleased to be able to continue that project soon! 

theyelkounis@gmail.com

Shepherds Way
PO Box 914

McCook, NE 69001
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Every year since we opened 5 years ago, we have been adding a grade. Next year we will add 6th grade, which is a very 
important grade here in Burkina, the children need to do a big exam at the end of the year to determine if they can continue 
on to Secondary School (what we would call middle/high school). Our prayer is to be able to open a secondary school 
in 2026, after the next school year, so our students can continue with us as they continue with 7th grade and beyond. A 
huge difference in secondary school from grade school is that they will need a different teacher for each subject, and it 
will be a lot more expensive. So, we are preparing for that now by trying to gain 10 more sponsors, we know this will 
take time, so we are asking the Lord to provide them to us in His perfect timing as we assemble things to work towards 
this next goal. Something to share as well is that if we can open a secondary school, it will help the whole area that we 
serve in tremendously. Right now, there is only one secondary school in a village 3 miles from ours, and they are trying 
to educate kids from ALL the surrounding villages, and they do not have the capacity to do that, so many children have 
to go 7-8 miles away to the city for school and some even move away from their families to go or drop out of school 
completely because it is too difficult. If the Lord opens this new school for us, it will affect many more than just the 
students who we have, but open doors for so many others as well. Please pray alongside us in this dream. 

Through the past months, Barto has met a lot of new people in the new village 
where we are building a house. In talking to them, we have seen a great need for 
some sort of a preschool program so children can be more prepared going into 1st 
grade. Barto was able to meet with some elders, and they are extremely excited that 
we would want to bring this to the village, and to another village nearby. One man 
even gave us a walled in yard area, to be able to use to start the program. He said, 
this would be a huge thing for my village, and you can use this land as long as you 
need. In the next coming weeks Barto will be meeting with both villages to explain 
all that we do, and what it would entail. We will need to have kids’ names written 
down that want to come, so that we can prepare for the needs to make this happen, 

and our prayer is to start this, in October 2024 for the new school year. We would only do 5-year-olds to start with. We 
would do colors, shapes, the alphabet, counting, writing practice, simple French vocabulary, learning the Bible, and 
some other things like we do in our preschool in the other village. We would need to construct some hangers which are 
a roofed area held up by metal poles to make outside classrooms. We would want to hire some locals to be the teachers 
and have them go be trained by our preschool teachers in our school who have been teaching now for 5 years and gone 
through different training programs. This is a huge opportunity to reach two more communities through their kids and 
build relationships with elders and parents. We hope to know next month the expenses we will need to raise to make all 
of that happen. But we do know that we will need to be adding in more sponsors so we can afford to have teachers and 
supplies for the children. I am estimating 5 new sponsors to help cover the cost of these two villages getting preschool, 
with each place most likely having two classes of 5-year-olds, in time we will know if we need more than that. You can 
let us know if this is something you would like to be a part of!

Our onion garden project is going really well! In the photo you can see how well everything is growing, and it is a massive 
number of onions! Thank you for being a part of all of this!

“My eyes will never encounter anything better, Anyone greater than You. My King it is my honor to lift a song my soul 
was made to sing. Jesus by praised! Jesus be praised, great is Your wonders, great is Your name, Jesus be praised!” 
Jesus by Praised by Brandon Lake

Other Ways to Help and Prayer Requests:
•	 Classroom sponsorship-$50 a month (Need 15 more sponsors—10 for secondary school, 5 for new preschools)

PRAYER
•	 Our family to stay safe and healthy
•	 Finances to stay strong
•	 Security issues and terrorism in Burkina; The political issues in Burkina/safety for new president and military
•	 Stability in security 
•	 For the safety of our teachers, students, their families, and our village 
•	  For our students’ hearts and the people in the village to be open to the gospel 
•	 God’s direction as we build our new home, relationships with this new village 
•	 New things implementing in the school to help the kids learn. 
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Student Ministry Winter Camps 2024
By Phil Gaylor, Director of Biblical Community and Discipleship

“Stand Firm”
This winter, our students from both Middle School 
Ministry and High School Ministry adventured up 
to Forest Home for a great weekend of fun in the 
snow and learning what it means to “Stand Firm” 
in our faith. During our time together in God’s Word 
our students were empowered and equipped to stand 
unwaveringly in the Biblical truth and promises that 
God has bestowed upon them. They learned that 
they would have to navigate the trials of life with a 
deep understanding of who God is and how they can 
find their foundation in Him. Each gathering had a 
different t approach to “Standing Firm:” 

•	 Stand Firm in Truth – Demonstrating to 
students that there is an absolute truth and 
showing how to stand firmly in it. 

•	 Stand Firm in Confidence – Giving students 
the confidence and boldness to trust the truth 
they now know. 

•	 Stand Firm in Adversity - Helping students 
understand that while there will be attacks 
and storms in life, they are equipped to stand 
firm in the face of adversity. 

•	 Stand Firm in Your Calling – Emphasizing 
that each student has been uniquely gifted 
to serve the Kingdom and to find comfort in 
that calling. 

Thank you all for your prayers and support of our 
ministry to these students and the opportunity to 
show them what it is like to Stand Firm in their faith. 
They all had a great time and are already talking 
about summer camp.

“Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm” Ephesians 6:13
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Running the Race
By Beth Stoffregen, Director of Children’s Ministry

The month of March is underway which also means 
we are well on our way to the start of spring and all 
of the activity this entails. Basketball fans are getting 
ready for “March Madness,” kids anticipate the fun 
and surprise of St. Patrick’s Day and those naughty 
leprechauns, the days get longer and recent rains are 
preparing the ground for the budding of spring flowers. 
As we look in the rear view mirror of the winter 
season, we also shift our gaze forward to the arrival of 
spring and maybe even a “California Super Bloom” of 
California’s most beautiful wildflowers!

Just as we shift our gaze from winter to spring, during 
the Lenten Season and Holy Week our spiritual focus 
shifts from Jesus’ journey to the cross to the celebration 
of Jesus’ Resurrection, when He conquered sin, death 
and the power of the 
devil. Like Jesus, the 
individual journey of 
every Jesus follower 
is like running a race. 
A famous quote by 
acclaimed performance 
coach and author, Tony 
Robbins, is “The race 
of life is a marathon, 
not a sprint.”

When I was a freshman 
in high school, I was 
on the track team and I was one of those who ran the 
mile. Training for this type of race was no easy feat 
for me, and because I had childhood asthma, running 
this type of race was very difficult for me. I quickly 
learned how important it was to keep my eye on the 
finish line. If I happened to look at other competitors, 
it quickly ruined my focus and caused me to doubt my 
ability to run the race well.

The writer of the book of Hebrews encourages us to 
keep our eyes focused on Jesus while we run our own 
race of life.. When we take our eyes off Jesus, we can 
lose focus on what really matters. We can become 
fixated on what is happening around us rather than the 
mission of God. We can also lose our sense of value 
and worth if we lose sight of the love of God. When we 

keep our thoughts focused on Him, we are reminded 
of His great love for us and this helps us to not grow 
discouraged.

Hebrews 12:1-2 says, “Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, 
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God.”
 
This verse clearly articulates that Jesus is the author and 
perfecter of our faith. He is the reason we have faith. 
Jesus endured the pain of the cross with joy because 

He kept His own eyes 
on the finish line of 
his own human race, 
achieving salvation for 
all His followers and 
now He sits in a place 
of authority next to God 
the Father.

Jesus’ example inspires 
us to run our own race 
of life with endurance 
and focus. The race of 
life can be so difficult at 

times. If you, like me, find yourself occasionally tired 
and wanting to give up, take some time to pray and 
think about Jesus who gave everything for you and 
me. Ask God for endurance so that you can continue 
to grow in your faith and finish your race well. Pray 
for me and I will pray for you. Together, we can run 
our races – and finish well.

Lord, thank You for being the author and perfecter of 
my faith. I give my past troubles, my disappointments, 
my current pain, and my future thoughts to You. Keep 
my eyes focused on You, not on my doubts or the 
distractions and worries of this world. Help me to run 
my race well until You call me home. 

In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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VBS 2024
June 10th - 14th 8:45am-12:30pm
Half Day Registration Fee: $100

Join us for a week-long adventure, sailing the high seas of God’s Grace! As we set sail, we will explore some 
of the most amazing truths about God’s Grace and maybe even find some hidden treasure along the way. This 
fun-filled week will include engaging Bible lessons, outrageous recreation, yummy snacks, cool crafts, worship 
and time with our friends. You won’t want to miss VBS - the Very Best week of Summer!

“For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one 

can boast.” Ephesians 2:8–9

Note: Daycare is not available.

However, RHL School Summer Camp has 
full day hours 7:30am - 5:30pm

For more RHL School Summer Camp 
information, go to https://www.redhillschool.

org

Please Note: One Child Registration is free if parent serves all five days of VBS.

Contact Beth Stoffregen before registering or for more information.
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the grapevine
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Grandparents VIP Day at Red Hill Lutheran Church and 
School is always one of the highlights of the year. This 

year’s VIP Day took place on February 15th, a few days 
before our Country’s celebraion of Presidents’ Day.

From the moment Grandparents arrived at Red Hill  on 
this special, patriotic day, they were treated like the VIPs 
they truly are! A highlight of the morning was honoring 
our Grandparents who have served our country in the 

Armed Forces with special music and recognition.  
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Preschool at Red Hill: Excited for Spring!
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

Preschool is excited for spring. First, we will kick 
off the season with our annual Spring Sing scheduled 
for March 22. Second, we have our fun Trike-a-thon 
scheduled for April 19. Lastly, we will be preparing 
for a fun, and engaging summer program with exciting 
and educational vendors throughout.

Preschool Spring Sings are always fun especially when 
our younger, Tiny Tot friends get to join us for some 
singing and dancing. This year our theme is a western 
theme titled God’s Wild West Round-Up. For our 
Christmas programs the Pre-K children sing together 
and then the Transitional Kindergarteners students 
sing. In spring, Tiny Tots’ room 11 and 12 are ready to 
sing and dance and join in the fun too. We are tickled to 
do a western theme this year with some great western 
themed praise songs. The children started practicing 
their songs the beginning of February and can’t wait 
to sing for everyone.

Preschool Trike-a-thon is another spring fan favorite. 
The children will race around the K-8 blacktop, on 
our new trikes, to help raise money for some new 
useful and educational materials for preschool. Our 
goal this year is $11K (last years was $10K). We have 
some fun Trike-a-thon additions this year to make the 
triking time even more exciting. Additions like taking 
a human sized Jesus for a ride around the track. We 
are using the funds this year to replace our very loved 
and weathered outdoor stage. We are looking to make 
a larger more durable covered stage. The stage plays a 
big role in the Transitional Kindergarten’s Christmas 
movie and is a recess favorite. 

We are also looking to enhance our current butterfly 
garden with new plants, caterpillars, and a secure 
enclosure for the children to enter and enjoy the live 
butterfly living freely.

We are very blessed in the preschool department. 
Spring is the time of year we enjoy celebrating new life, 
sharing God’s glory through song and dance, coming 
together for some fun large motor triking to help raise 
money for future learning experiences and preparing 
for the beautiful summer.

The Preschool stage being used for room 5’s wonderful 
Christmas movie.

Ideas for a new stage
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RHL Philanthropies: Hands-On Service for Local and Global Causes 
 By Bailey Darley, M. Ed. Teacher / Philanthropy Coordinator

Philanthropy is one of the best ways our church and 
school partner together to impact God’s Kingdom. 
The mission to reach and serve our community has 
ramped up over the last few months as our church and 
school families committed to actively serving. From 
our record-breaking Rise Against Hunger meal packing 
event to hundreds of Valentine’s Day cards created to 
bless our community seniors, hands-on service has 
been a theme throughout.

In January, our church and school came together 
to pack over 50,000 meals! This is more than we 
have ever packed in one event at Red Hill Lutheran. 
Students spend time running lemonade stands, doing 
extra chores, and even asking for donations instead 
of birthday gifts, all with the goal of raising $20,000 
for Rise Against Hunger meals. With our church and 
school family, we successfully met our fundraising 
goal! On Thursday, February 1st and Friday, February 
2nd, almost 1,000 church members, students, staff, and 
families donned hair nets and gloves to pour, press, and 
pack over 50,000 meals. These meals were sent to feed 
children around the world, giving them the opportunity 
to earn an education rather than worry about working.

In February, we shifted our attention locally to create 
Valentine’s Day cards for Meals on Wheels. This 
organization serves seniors in our community who are 
unable to leave their homes by bringing daily meals. 
With a warm smile and an offer of friendship, seniors 
are given the nourishment and community that fosters 
their independence and health. Our students put their 
artistic skills to use, creating more than 500 valentines. 
Our weekly chapel offering also went to support Meals 
on Wheels throughout February.

As we look forward to spring and the end of the school 
year, Red Hill Lutheran will be supporting global efforts 
through Lutheran World Relief throughout the month 
of March. In April, the school and church will partner 
together for our annual diaper drive, which supports 
military families at Camp Pendleton. As the school 
year wraps in May, we will focus on local community 
support through Orange County Rescue Mission. To 
learn more about our church’s philanthropy efforts 
and get involved, please contact Rebecca Walter at 
rebeccabw@yahoo.com.
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Summer Planning at RHL Gets Underway
                                            By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Program Director
Hello RHLS community.  Have you begun your summer planning?  Any big 
trips or projects on the horizon?  It is exciting to map out new adventures 
or even just committing to the idea of getting some much needed work 
completed around the house and yard.  We are deep into planning mode for 
our summer camps.  The themes have been chosen, waterslides reserved, and 
our assemblies are all lined up.  Did you know you can reserve a planetarium 
for the CLC and an entire STEM Museum too?  I can hardly wait for our 
campers to come and enjoy the games, classes, experiences that are all ready 
for them.  
But wait, there’s more!  
As we make our plans, what really gives me hope, is knowing that God 
has plans in the works that are bigger and better than anything we can ask 
or imagine – He already sees, knows and loves each and every one of the 
campers who will be joining us this summer.  And He promises to help us 
as we work together for His glory and the promotion of His Kingdom here 
at Red Hill Lutheran.  That reality is very exciting to think about, don’t you 
agree?  Our prayer is that each camper will experience and understand God’s 
great love for them at summer camp.  Our Bible lessons will focus on the great truth that because of Jesus 
nothing can ever separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:31-39).   
While I would love for you to keep all of our plans in your prayers – may we do a really good job of 
organizing, planning, purchasing, etc.  What I really want to request is your daily prayers for our campers to 
experience and understand that Jesus came to earth for them.  He died for them.  And he rose again by the 
Holy Spirit so that we can have life in Him.  

Thank you for your prayers!  They sustain, encourage and bring us help.   Here is a simple chart to use 
throughout the summer:  
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Red Hill Welcomes New Team Members
By Cyndi Tully, Church and School Administrator

I would like to take a moment to introduce you to 
three new Red Hill Lutheran Church and School team 
members, Tisha Giraud, John Hernandez, and Octavio 
Carrasco.

Tisha Giraud began serving at Red Hill in December as 
our weekend custodian.  You may have seen her around 
the patio on Sunday mornings or in the CLC during an 
event. Here is a little more about Tisha.

Tisha Giraud – Six Things About Me
Family: I have three grandkids, Livvy, who is seven 
years old, Leo four years old and Benny, two years old.  
Our Time Together: We spend our summers in the pool.  
I enjoy picking up my grandkids from school a couple 
of times a week.
Furry Family: I have two rescue pets:  Alice, the cat 
who I found in desperate need of a home and Clara, 
the dog that I got from Long Beach animal shelter.
Veggie Powered: I’m a vegetarian.  I stopped eating 
meat at a very young age.
Zzzzooooom: Running is my go-to exercise.  I have 
participated in marathons when I have the time.
What smells so good: My hobbies are cooking and 
gardening and I have always baked my own bread.

John Hernandez started in February with our Audio / 
Visual (AV) team.  You probably won’t see him, but 
you will hear his work.  Here is more about our friendly, 
neighborhood tech.

John Hernandez – Six Things About Me
Play it Loud: I play three different instruments, four 
if you count the marching cymbals, and have done 
instrumental music for more than two decades.
Roll for Initiative: In my free time on the weekends, 
I serve as the Game Master for games of Dungeons 
and Dragons. 
Comics Enthusiast: I’ve read over 1,000 different 
manga and western comics and have a small collection 
at home. (Batman is still my favorite).
Minor Globetrotter: I’ve traveled a decent amount.  I 

I’ve lived in Oregon for college and have traveled to 
New York as part of a jazz band, Italy as part of a youth 
orchestra, and Peru just for fun with family.
Can I Help You Find Your Seat?: During the weekend, 
I serve as an Usher Captain at the Segerstrom Center 
for the Arts. As part of my work, I ended up seeing the 
most recent production of The Lion King ten times!
Don’t Eat That: I have a habit of naming my pets after 
food. My past three cats have been named Tofu, Wasabi, 
and Cheese respectively.

Octavio Carrasco started at the end of February as our 
weekday, part-time custodian.  We are all just starting 
to get to know our early-rising team member, and he is 
full of surprises.  Here is a little more about Octavio.

Octavio Carrasco – Six Things About Me
Travel-wise: I’ve explored most of Mexico, visiting 
about four states, my favorite being Michoacán.
Passion for Dirt Bike Riding: One of my favorite 
hobbies is dirt bike riding. I’ve explored the dunes of 
San Diego and parts of the Inland Empire, with the 
Imperial Sand Dunes being a standout spot for me.
Twin: I have a twin sister
Previous Projects:  In the past, I worked as a welder, 
contributing to various projects including stainless 
steel pipes for hospitals and chassis for concrete 
pumps.
Fish Home: I have a keen interest in aquarium 
husbandry. The largest aquarium I’ve owned was a 
50-gallons. I plan to build my next one specifically to 
house a longhorn cowfish.
Foreign Currency Collection: I have a vast collection 
of foreign currencies. My plan is to visit each country 
represented by these currencies.
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Mother’s Day in the USA
Mother’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood that 
is observed in different forms throughout the world. In 
the United States, Mother’s Day 2024 falls on Sunday, 
May 12. The American incarnation of Mother’s Day 
was created by Anna Jarvis in 1908 and became 
an official U.S. holiday in 1914. Jarvis would later 
denounce the holiday’s commercialization and spent 
the latter part of her life trying to remove it from the 
calendar. While dates and celebrations vary, Mother’s 
Day traditionally involves presenting moms with 
flowers, cards and other gifts.History of Mother’s Day

Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be 
traced back to the ancient Greeks and Romans, who 
held festivals in honor of the mother goddesses Rhea 
and Cybele, but the clearest modern precedent for 
Mother’s Day is the early Christian festival known as 
“Mothering Sunday.”

Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and parts 
of Europe, this celebration fell on the fourth Sunday in 
Lent and was originally 
seen as a time when the 
faithful would return to 
their “mother church”—
the main church in the 
vicinity of their home—
for a special service. 

Over time the Mothering 
Sunday tradition shifted 
into a more secular 
holiday, and children 
would present their 
mothers with flowers 
and other tokens of 
a p p r e c i a t i o n .  T h i s 
c u s t o m  e v e n t u a l l y 
faded in  popular i ty 
before merging with the 
American Mother’s Day 
in the 1930s and 1940s.

Did you know? More 
phone calls are made on 
Mother’s Day than any 
other day of the year. 
These holiday chats with 

Mom often cause phone traffic to spike by as much as 
37 percent.

Ann Reeves Jarvis and Julia Ward Howe 
The origins of Mother’s Day as celebrated in the 
United States date back to the 19th century. In the 
years before the Civil War, Ann Reeves Jarvis of West 
Virginia helped start “Mothers’ Day Work Clubs» 
to teach local women how to properly care for their 
children.

These clubs later became a unifying force in a region 
of the country still divided over the Civil War. In 1868 
Jarvis organized “Mothers’ Friendship Day,” at which 
mothers gathered with former Union and Confederate 
soldiers to promote reconciliation.

Another precursor to Mother’s Day came from the 
abolitionist and suffragette Julia Ward Howe. In 1870 
Howe wrote the “Mother’s Day Proclamation,” a call 
to action that asked mothers to unite in promoting 
world peace. In 1873 Howe campaigned for a 

“Mother’s Peace Day” 
to be celebrated every 
June 2.

Other early Mother’s 
Day pioneers include 
Juliet Calhoun Blakely, 
a temperance activist 
who inspired a local 
M o t h e r ’ s  D a y  i n 
Albion, Michigan, in 
the 1870s. The duo of 
Mary Towles Sasseen 
and  Frank  Her ing , 
meanwhile, both worked 
to organize a Mothers’ 
Day in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. 
Some have even called 
Hering “the father of 
Mothers’ Day.”

The official Mother’s 
Day holiday arose in the 
1900s as a result of the 
efforts of Anna Jarvis, 
daughter of Ann Reeves 
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Jarvis. Following her mother’s 1905 death, Anna Jarvis 
conceived of Mother’s Day as a way of honoring the 
sacrifices mothers made for their children.

After gaining financial backing from a Philadelphia 
department store owner named John Wanamaker, in 
May 1908 she organized the first official Mother’s Day 
celebration at a Methodist church in Grafton, West 
Virginia. That same day also saw thousands of people 
attend a Mother’s Day event at one of Wanamaker’s 
retail stores in Philadelphia.

Following the success of her first Mother’s Day, 
Jarvis—who remained unmarried and childless her 
whole life—resolved to see her holiday added to the 
national calendar. Arguing that American holidays 
were biased toward male achievements, she started 
a massive letter writing campaign to newspapers and 
prominent politicians urging the adoption of a special 
day honoring motherhood.

By 1912 many states, towns and churches had adopted 
Mother’s Day as an annual holiday, and Jarvis had 
established the Mother’s Day International Association 
to help promote her cause. Her persistence paid off 
in 1914 when President Woodrow Wilson signed a 
measure officially establishing the second Sunday in 
May as Mother’s Day.

Jarvis Decries Commercialized Mother’s Day
Anna Jarvis had originally conceived of Mother’s Day 
as a day of personal celebration between mothers and 
families. Her version of the day involved wearing a 
white carnation as a badge and visiting one’s mother 
or attending church services. But once Mother’s 
Day became a national holiday, it was not long 
before florists, card companies and other merchants 
capitalized on its popularity.

While Jarvis had initially worked with the floral 
industry to help raise Mother’s Day’s profile, by 1920 
she had become disgusted with how the holiday had 
been commercialized. She outwardly denounced 
the transformation and urged people to stop buying 
Mother’s Day flowers, cards and candies.

Jarvis eventually resorted to an open campaign 
against Mother’s Day profiteers, speaking out against 
confectioners, florists and even charities. She also 

launched countless lawsuits against groups that had 
used the name “Mother’s Day,” eventually spending 
most of her personal wealth in legal fees. By the time 
of her death in 1948 Jarvis had disowned the holiday 
altogether, and even actively lobbied the government 
to see it removed from the American calendar.

Mother’s Day Around the World

While versions of Mother’s Day are celebrated 
worldwide, traditions vary depending on the country. 
In Thailand, for example, Mother’s Day is always 
celebrated in August on the birthday of the current 
queen, Sirikit.

Another alternate observance of Mother’s Day can be 
found in Ethiopia, where families gather each fall to 
sing songs and eat a large feast as part of Antrosht, a 
multi-day celebration honoring motherhood.

In the United States, Mother’s Day continues to be 
celebrated by presenting mothers and other women 
with gifts and flowers, and it has become one of the 
biggest holidays for consumer spending. Families also 
celebrate by giving mothers a day off from activities 
like cooking or other household chores.

At times, Mother’s Day has also been a date for launching 
political or feminist causes. In 1968 Coretta Scott King, 
wife of Martin Luther King Jr., used Mother’s Day to 
host a march in support of underprivileged women and 
children. In the 1970s women’s groups also used the 
holiday as a time to highlight the need for equal rights 
and access to childcare.
BY: HISTORY.COM EDITORS

Citation Information Article Title, Mother’s Day 2024, Author 
History.com Editors, Website Name HISTORY URL https://
www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day  Date Accessed 
February 27, 2024Publisher A&E Television Networks Last 
Updated January 31, 2024, Original Published Date April 29, 2011
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Reflections on the RHL DiscipleU Class 
Defending Your Faith (Without Getting Defensive)  

By Jason Harney

A few weeks ago, several members of the Red Hill 
Lutheran community and I embarked on a journey 
to explore various ways we can defend our faith.  
The class was called, Defending Your Faith (Without 
Getting Defensive), and in its sessions, we approached 
the topic from a few different and interesting angles.
My plan, as the class leader, was to encourage and 
challenge those in attendance to be confident when 
they were called upon to defend, explain, or articulate 
their Christian faith.  We began, as we should in all 
things, with the Word of God.  Our guiding verse was 
2 Timothy 1:7, which teaches us that “...God has not 
given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, 
love, and self-discipline”(ESV).  And so our goal was 
to overcome our timidity and, knowing that the power 
of God is on our side, defend our faith in a loving and 
respectful way.

The class was to be broken down into four sessions, 
with the following titles and emphases:

1) Opening Session.  My testimony and journey 
from intellectual agnostic to Christian--
Unpacking the most common reasons why 
people claim they ‘don’t believe in God’--
answering the question ‘what is truth?’--how 
do we even know what is true?--Discussing 
whether or not there are ‘absolute truths’--
commiting to look for opportunities to engage 
in the coming week

2) Engaging with Unbelievers.  Checking in about 
our week (did we have chances to articulate/
defend our faith?)--how to respond to those 
who say “but I’m a good person…I don’t need 
God”--how to respond to those who say “how 
can you claim that only your religion is true 
when there are so many?”--working through 
tactics for talking to those who challenge our 
faith--role playing with various questions

3) Can Science and Faith Coexist?  What is 
science and what are its limitations--comparing 
creationism and evolution--defining the ‘bait 
and switch’ problem with the term ‘evolution’-
-how did life come from non-life?--exploring 
the concept of irreducible complexity and 
intelligent design--can anyone prove there’s 
a God?

4) Proving that God exists.  What do non-believers 
really mean when they ‘prove it’?--we watched 
a clip of a debate between an atheist and a 
Christian apologist--learning the four main 
rational arguments for theism (Ontological, 
Teleological, Cosmological, Moral Law)--
an in depth exploration of the Cosmological 
Argument
The participants and I were enjoying the 
class so much, that we extended it for two 
more weeks!
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5) Using questions to guide your conversation 
with non-believers who challenge you.  This 
week we went through a series of tactics which 
encourage the use of questions, rather than 
aggressive debate--we had a lively discussion 
about how old the Earth actually is

6) How is the Bible unique among all books?  
Facts about the Bible and how it came to 
be--an analysis of prophecy and fulfillment 
thereof--archaeological corroboration of 
scripture--overcoming the claim that the Bible 
is ‘inconsistent’ or has been changed by men 
through the generations--dealing with different 
translations and their pros and cons--should 
we take the Bible ‘literally’?--wrapping up 
the class

All in all, the participants seemed to get a lot of 
value from the class, and I believe that we all left 
the experience better prepared and more confident to 
defend our Christian beliefs.

It is important to note that this was a ‘defensive class’ 
and not training in actively sharing our faith.  By 
design, we focused on how to respond when our faith 
and beliefs are challenged, either explicitly or subtly 
in our daily lives.  This can be done in a manner that 
encourages further conversation and relationship, and 
need not be done in a tone of conflict.
Here is what some of the class 
attendees had to say:
“Gary and I  have really 
benefited from Jason’s teaching 
and the group discussions we 
had in our Disciple U hour.  It 
has really extended the time we 
are in community and sharing 
our experiences or knowledge.  
We learned practical ways to 
talk about our faith, resources 
to read or watch, and went in 
depth on topics that are often 
times stumbling blocks for 
people coming to a life of faith.  
It is always good to be ready to 
share what gives you hope!” 
- Lis Fortner

“Jason and Mindy Harney’s “Defending Your 
Faith” Sunday classes have been educational 
and thought provoking.  The lessons outlined the 
compelling reasonableness of Christian views 
creation and Biblical faith how they are consistent 
with philosophical and intellectual truth.  We had 
thought-provoking discussions on the applications and 
limitations of science and the physical universe.  It was 
also interesting to consider how to discuss faith topics 
with non-believers.  Overall, it was a great study and 
provided some useful insights and also some questions 
to consider.” - Ken and Debbie Hays

“This class has been very pertinent and useful, 
especially in today’s world. The more that we can 
interact with unbelievers with love and understanding, 
the more we can be the hands and feet of Christ. Jason 
gave so much truth and wisdom throughout this class! 
It was exceptional.” - Jennifer Colon

Beginning on April 7th, a new DiscipleU class will 
begin.  Stay tuned for the topics and details.  If the 
subject matter interests you, please make plans to join 
us as we explore what it means to walk through this 
world as a Christian.
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Pentecost—the Power of the Holy Spirit!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Sunday, May 19th, we will celebrate the day of 
Pentecost and begin the Season of Pentecost in our 
Church Year. Pentecost has often been referred to as 
the “birthday of church.” On the Day of Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit filled the disciples that were gathered, and 
God’s mission of healing this world through Jesus’ 
church was begun!  
In the Old Testament era, Pentecost was originally an 
annual feast that followed the Feast of First Fruits, 
also called the “Feast of Weeks” (Leviticus 23:15-22). 
The name “Pentecost” was derived from the Greek 
word “pente” meaning “Fifty,” because it fell fifty 
days after Passover. Additionally, by the time of the 
New Testament era, Pentecost commemorated Moses’ 
giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.  

As a festival within Judaism, many pilgrims from 
throughout the empire would come to Jerusalem to 
celebrate Pentecost.   It was during this Pentecost 
festival that the disciples were gathered together in the 
upper room, waiting.  Waiting for what?  Throughout 
the Gospel of John, we read that Jesus promised the 
“comforter,” the “helper,” the Holy Spirit, whom He 
would send when He returned to the Father.   For 
example,

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness about me. 27 And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with me from 
the beginning. (John 15.26)

Also, in Acts 1.8, Jesus promised:

 “But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

When Alfred Nobel discovered an explosive element 
that was stronger than anything the world had known 
at the time, he asked a friend and Greek scholar for a 
word that conveyed the meaning of explosive power.  
The Greek word was dunamis, and Nobel named his 
invention “dynamite.”  Dunamis is the same word that 

Jesus used when He told His disciples in Acts 1.8 that 
they would receive power!  On the Day of Pentecost, 
the power came—the promised Holy Spirit filled the 
hearts and minds of the disciples, and the church was 
born!  And, as the old saying goes, “the world has 
never been the same.”   As author and Pastor Charles 
Stanley writes:

What a difference the Spirit’s indwelling 
presence made in their lives; No longer were 
they fearful men who ran away; nor were they 
people looking out for their own interests. Now 
they were transformed into a cohesive group 
who “were continually devoting themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  And all those 
who had believed were together and had all 
things in common” (Acts 2.42, 44).1

Consider: The Holy Spirit’s power transformed these 
first-century believers into bold witnesses (Just like 
Jesus said!) for the Gospel.  Prior to Pentecost, Simon 
Peter couldn’t stand up for his faith when a teenage 
girl enquired of Peter if he was “with him,” if he was 
a follower of Jesus.  Peter famously denied three times 
that he knew Jesus!  Yet, after the power of the Holy 
Spirit was unleashed on Pentecost, Peter stood up and 
boldly preached the gospel, resulting in 3,000 people 
being saved.  Peter even refused to deny his faith and 
was crucified upside down, because he said he did not 
deserve to die in the manner of his Savior!

Saul of Tarsus was known as a persecutor of Christians; 
a man who wanted to wipe ou this heretical movement 
of apostate Jews.  After Pentecost, Saul became a 
believer on the Damascus Road, seeing a vision of the 
risen Jesus.  God led Ananias to go and pray for him 
and Saul was then filled with the Holy Spirit.  From 
that moment on, he went out and proclaimed Christ in 
the synagogues.  The transformation was so total that 
his name was changed from Saul to Paul, the man the 
Holy Spirit spoke through to record most of the New 
Testament.

1  Charles Stanley. “The Holy Spirit’s Presence.” In Touch Ministries.
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What we see from Pentecost is that the power of the 
Holy Spirit is for a purpose.  It is not power to be crazy 
or power to do weird things.  It is power to be a witness 
for Jesus; the power to courageously stand up for our 
faith; the power to live the life of a disciple of Jesus.  
This was Luther’s point:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called 
me through the Gospel, enlightened me by his 
gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in the 
true faith; in like manner as He calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 
Church on earth, and preserves it in union 
with Jesus Christ in the true faith; in which 
Christian Church He daily forgives abundantly 
all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and 
will raise up me and all the dead at the last day, 
and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ.  This is most certainly 
true.  (The Small Catechism, “The Explanation 
of the Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed”).

Through Baptism, we are “sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  Since 
Pentecost, every believer receives the Holy Spirit 
through Baptism.  While the disciples and others had 
been Jesus’ followers before Pentecost, there had been 
no “body of Christ” to which they could belong.  On 
Pentecost all that changed.  Now, the Holy Spirit lived 
Jesus’ life through them, and now all people of faith can 
abide in Jesus through His Spirit.  If Jesus is the vine 
and we are the branches, then the Spirit is the “sap” 
equipping us, empowering us, for the Christian life.  
The Spirit seals us in Christ—proof of the promise that 
we are forever in God’s presence (Ephesians 1.13-14).  
Consider this: At one particular church, Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School, we worship, study, 
connect, pray, serve, teach, and love one another, 
because on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled 
the room, the hearts, and the souls of some people who 
were wondering what’s next, and empowered them to 
go and share the good news that Jesus has come to set 
the world right.  Today, as we look into a future that 
only God knows, we too are given the power to go 
forward in faith—the power of the Holy Spirit—to live 
in and proclaim the good news of the Gospel.  We do 
all of this because of the fulfilled promise of Pentecost.  

May the Spirit of God continue to fill and empower 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, so that this 
community will know Jesus, and make Him known!  
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Altar Guild Ministries - Focused on Serving the Lord
By Patti Sullivan, Altar Guild Coordinator

As I look back to when I was asked to accept this 
volunteer position as Altar Guild Coordinator, I’m 
still trying to comprehend how it came to be that I 
said “Yes”. Time flies. This will be my fourth year 
as Altar Guild Coordinator.  I have truly learned a lot 
from this volunteer position.  I did not know at the 
time I accepted this volunteer position, the wonderful 
group of women I would lead and guide and serve 
alongside.

I learned that we have an Altar Guild team of faithful, 
creative, flexible ladies. This dedicated team are 
willing to do whatever is necessary to keep Red Hill 
a church focused on serving the Lord. Whether it is 
decorating the church for the birth of Jesus and the 
celebration of Christmas, or organizing the Sacristy, 
the Altar Guild ladies are always here and ready and 
willing to take on whatever tasks are necessary.  I have 
a great team willing to step in to get the sanctuary 
ready for Sunday services, baptisms, Holy Week and 
all other holy days in the church year. 

During Christmas 2023, the sanctuary was as beautiful 
as ever with the Christmas trees, poinsettias and the 
wreaths hung on the walls.  It seems that Christmas 
just flew by and we were already taking down the 
decorations.  When January 2024 came, Red Hill’s 
plans for the new times and schedules went into 
action, and Altar Guild had to make some big changes 
for Sunday services.  First, the decorated communion 
tables were put away and the glass bowls that were 
used were put away too.  I, then had to locate the 
previous linen that was used that had the words “In 
Remembrance of Me” 
on it to use on the 
smaller table.  The 
table that is now used 
for the communion 
trays is now below the 
steps for ease of the 
communion servers.  
The Altar Guild has 
had to adjust and make 
some other changes 
based on the new 

service times, but the faithful and dedicated ladies 
are ready and willing to help so that Pastor Seth and 
all of the leaders of Redhill Lutheran church can stay 
focused on Jesus.

Just as we got situated and organized with the new 
schedule, before I knew it, it was Ash Wednesday. 
Another busy time for Altar Guild team is preparing 
the sanctuary for Lent, Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.  In preparing the 
sanctuary for Lent, the green paraments are taken 
down and the purple paraments are put up. The old 
rugged cross is also put up and the purple drape is 
hung over it. Viewing the cross in the sanctuary draws 
our attention to Jesus and his love and suffering for us. 
Jesus wore a purple robe before his crucifixion. The 
color purple signifies faith, obedience, and spiritual 
power. 
Purple conveys God’s love for us to have faith and 
obey His commands.  It’s a reminder of our eternal 
royalty as children of God.

While we prepare our faith and hearts for the Lenten 
Season, Spring is just around the 
corner.  Red Hill Lutheran Church and School will 
prepare for Palm Sunday with one service at 10:15am 
followed by our annual Springfest celebration on 
Sunday, March 24th.  Easter is Sunday, March 31st 
with two worship services at 8:00am and a 10:15am 
service.  

I feel blessed and privileged to be a member of the 
Altar Guild team.

As the Altar Guild 
Coordinator, with 
God’s help, I will 
continue to do my 
best to being a faithful 
servant to our Lord, 
and to my faithful and 
dedicated team at Red 
Hill Lutheran church.
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Memorial Day- A Time of Reflection and Solemn Observance
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Monday, May 27th, we once again have the 
honor of observing Memorial Day. Memorial Day, 
originally called Decoration Day, is a day of solemn 
remembrance; remembering those who have died 
protecting our Country and fighting for our freedoms. 
On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield 
made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 
5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 
Union and Confederate soldiers buried there from the 
Civil War.

The freedoms that we enjoy in America (and often 
take for granted), came at a great cost: The lives of 
dedicated men and women who put their country before 
self, and the good of the Nation before comfort and 
ease. Many in our own Red Hill family are serving, and 
have served, our County with honor, and many have 
immediate family members and friends who fought 
bravely and selflessly in our Nation’s battles. On this 
Memorial Day, we thank God for all of these brave 
men and women and pray for their families, who also 
endured great sacrifice.   

Commenting on Memorial Day, theologian Ed Stetzer 
writes:

At times like this, I’m always struck by the 
teaching of Jesus where he said, “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  
And, yes, I immediately connect that to 
Christ.  In other words, on a day when we 
remember those who gave their lives, I’m 
drawn to dwell on the fact that Christ laid 
down his life.  So, thank you soldiers-- 
past and present-- for the freedoms you 
protect.  And, thank you that because of 
those freedoms, we can tell the good news 
of the gospel of the perfect one who laid 
down His life.

Let us paus to give thanks for all of those brave 
men and women who gave the ultimate sacrifice for 
our freedoms, as well as their family members who 
supported, loved, and likewise sacrificed for our great 
country! 
 
May God bless you and your loved ones this Memorial 
Day.  

“I am oppressed with a sense of the 
impropriety of uttering works on this 
occasion. If silence is ever golden, it 

must be here beside the graves of fifteen 
thousand men, whose lives were more 

significant than speech, and whose 
death was a poem, the music of which 

can never be sung.”
President James Garfield, First Decoration 

Day Speech
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   Dates to Remember 

March 24th, Palm Sunday and Springfest Celebration
One Worship Service at 10:15am Followed by Red Hill’s 
Springfest Celebration

Holy Week
March 28th, Maundy Thursday Worship Services
12:00pm and 7:00pm
March 29th, Good Friday Worship Services
12:00pm and 7:00pm
March 31st, Easter Sunday Worship Services 
8:00am and 10:15am

May 12th, Mother’s Day

May 27th, Memorial Day, Red Hill Campus Closed

June 16th, Father’s Day


