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Dear Members and Friends of  Red Hill,

As we enter the winter season, we likewise enter some of  the most sacred seasons in the church year. As the 
Advent season begins, we also anticipate the wonder and joy of  Christmas! Soon, Christmas will give way to the 
season of  Epiphany, and it’s focus on Jesus who is the manifestation (the meaning of  the word “Epiphany”) and 
fulfillment of  God’s promises; both to His people, Israel, as well as to the world. Because the glory of  God has 
been manifested in and through Jesus, we are called as His disciples to manifest His glory by growing in faith and 
living out that faith in the day-to-day events and relationship in our lives.  

In this issue of  The Vine, you will read about how God develops our faith and discipleship so that we can serve 
Him and others for His glory. Additionally, you will be invited to participate in the many opportunities Red Hill 
offers to deepen your understanding of  God’s Word, your Christian life, and how your relationships with others 
can be deepened as well. As disciples of  Jesus, we must be constantly equipped by God’s Word and Sacraments, 
so that we can faithfully follow our Lord, manifesting the love of  Jesus in and through our lives. In the words of  
the classic Epiphany hymn:  

 As with gladness men of  old did the guiding star behold;
 As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;
 So, most gracious Lord, may we ever more be led by thee1

May you be blessed by the light of  God’s love and truth! 

In His Love,

Pastor Seth  

1   “As With Gladness Men of Old.” Lutheran Book of Worship: #82. 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  -John 15:5
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Advent: The Season of Preparation

Dear Red Hill Church Family,

Happy New Year!  No, I haven’t jumped a month ahead! 
On Sunday, December 3rd we began a new Church 
Year with the season of  Advent. The Advent season 
encourages the Christian to prepare for the celebration 
of  Jesus’ first and second coming. Advent looks back at 
the birth of  Jesus as the fulfillment of  God’s promised 
Messiah and forward to the promised second coming 
of  Jesus to consummate the 
divine promise of  a healed 
world.  

The word Advent derives 
f rom the Lat in  word, 
adventus, meaning, “coming” 
or “arrival.” During Advent, 
we prepare our souls through 
repenting and believing the 
good news that, through 
the birth, life, death, and 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ, 
God’s kingdom has arrived. 
One day, God’s kingdom 
will come again when Jesus 
returns to judge the living 
and the dead. Every Advent 
season is a reminder that we 
live “between the advents” 
of  Jesus’ first (Christmas) 
and second (Judgment Day) 
coming!  The great Christian 
theologian and Church 
Father, Augustine, wrote 
this about Advent: 

The first coming 
of  Christ the Lord, 
God’s son and our God, was in obscurity; the 
second will be in the sight of  the whole world.  
When he came in obscurity no one recognized 
him but his own servants; when he comes openly 
he will be known by both good people and bad.  
When he came in obscurity, it was to be judged; 
when he comes openly it will be to judge. 

As with every season in the church, Advent is both 
historical and theological. Historically, Advent guides us 
through the Biblical story of  hope and expectation for 
the long-awaited Messiah; God’s chosen servant who will 
set the world right. This messianic hope is articulated so 
powerfully by the prophets, particularly Isaiah.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of  Peace. (Isaiah 9.6)  

Theologically, the Advent 
season reminds us that God 
is faithful to His promises 
that He will be with His 
people, redeeming us from 
sin, death, and the devil, 
and reconciling us to our 
Heavenly Father.  Advent 
provides opportunities for 
the church to articulate the 
deep yearnings and hopes 
of  the human heart for 
salvation and wholeness in 
this in-between time of  the 
first and second coming of  
Jesus. Lutheran theologian 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer touches 
upon this double focus of  
Advent:

When the old Christianity 
spoke of  the return of  the 
Lord Jesus, they thought of  a 
great day of  judgment. Even 

though this thought may appear to us to be so 
unlike Christmas, it is original Christianity and to 
be taken extremely seriously…God comes into 
the very midst of  evil and death, and judges the 
evil in us and in the world. And by judging us, 
God cleanses and sanctifies us, comes to us with 
grace and love…Advent is a time of  waiting. Our 
whole life, however, is Advent—that is, a time of  
waiting for the ultimate, for the time when there 
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will be a new heaven and a new earth, when all 
people are brothers and sisters and one rejoices 
in the words of  the angels: “On earth peace to 
those on whom God’s favor rests.”  Learn to wait, 
because he has promised to come. “I stand at 
the door…” We, however, call him: “Yes, come 
soon, Lord Jesus!”

Jesus’ coming into the world means that “life as usual’ is 
over. Jesus’ coming at Christmas, and His second coming 
at the end of  history, is God’s announcement that He 
will have His way in this world.  God’s kingdom, His rule 
and reign are real, and we can receive them or we can seek 
other “kingdoms” and claims of  authority in our lives. 

This year, the theme of  our Advent and Christmas 
messages will be, “God With Us.” We will examine the 
meaning and hope of  Christmas through the promises, 
places and people who are a part of  God’s sacred story 
of  salvation.  

During this Advent and Christmas season, you are once 
again encouraged to worship, study, question, explore, 
and experience the arrival of  Jesus into our (your) world. 
Here are some practical ways you can prepare your heart, 
mind and soul for Jesus’ arrival this Advent season:

•	 The Sermon and Compass series, “God With us,” 
will explore the Biblical foundations and stories 
associated with the birth of  Jesus.  This year we 
again offer a special Advent Compass, utilizing 
the ancient practice of  the Daily Office, setting 
aside daily times to pray, meditate, and study.     

•	 Build or buy an Advent Wreath for family and/
or personal devotions. Traditionally, an Advent 
Wreath consists of  four candles placed on a 
wreath or at least four candles in a circle: three 
purple and one rose or pink candle. Each week, 
typically on the preceding Sunday, a candle is lit 
to remind us of  four significant aspects of  the 
Christmas story: Prophecy, Bethlehem, Shepherds, 
and Angels (Pink Candle).  Often, after lighting the 
appropriate candle a prayer is said and a passage 
from one of  the Psalms can be read (Perhaps 
here you can use the Advent Compass/Daily 
Office).  

•	 Take advantage of  any of  the special events and 
activities going on at Red Hill Lutheran Church 
and School. We always have special outreaches 
to the community, as well as our regular weekly 
Bible studies, monthly women’s circles, and 
group activities. Red Hill Lutheran School’s 
incredible Christmas programs are filled with 
stories, singing, laughing, and fun, all the while 
being vivid reminders of  the true “reason for 
the season!” (The schedule of  the Christmas 
programs can be found on the school’s website). 
Even if  you do not have children in our school, 
you are invited to join our RHLS children and 
their families!  Invite others to join you! 

One final note: During the Christmas season, non-
believing and/or non-churched people are the most open 
to attending church and exploring the message of  the 
Christian faith. Inviting someone to church may literally 
change their eternal lives! At Red Hill, we have the 
awesome opportunity to reach this community with the 
world-changing truth that Jesus came to replace what 
Adam erased—an intimate, eternal relationship between 
God and each other.  

Please pray that those who come to Red Hill during this 
Advent and Christmas seasons will discover that the 
way, the truth, and the life they have been looking for 
has already found them—Jesus Christ!     
 
As we journey together through this Advent and 
Christmas seasons, preparing our lives for His arrival, 
remember, you are the reason He came!  You are the 
reason He will come again!  This is the hope and joy of  
Advent and Christmas!      

You will be in my prayers as you prepare for His arrival 
in your life.  

Have a great Advent and Christmas. See you in church!

In the Name of  Jesus,

Pastor Seth
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Sunday Morning Worship and Christian Education for All Ages

At Red Hill, we believe that the foundational action 
of a disciple of Jesus is the weekly worship of God’s 
people through Word and Sacrament—both children 
and adults! Additionally, we are committed to the 
deep study of Scripture as it teaches us about our 
Lord and how we are to live as His disciples in our 
world today.  One of the primary ways we study God’s 
Word is through Biblical Community - age appropriate 
groups where we are able to connect with one another, 
deepening both our relationships and our faith!

In an effort to fulfill these commitments, the staff and 
leadership of Red Hill has committed to a change in 
the Sunday morning design and schedule. The design 
will be to add an education “hour” in-between our two 
Sunday worship services (“Hour” is in quotes as class 
times will be actually 50-55 minutes). This vision will 
both facilitate Christian education classes for all ages, 
as well as encourage the presence of children in the 
Worship services so we can deepen the love of worship 
for our kids!  To accommodate this “hour,” slight time 
adjustments would be made to the start of both our 
Classical and Contemporary services. 

Beginning on Sunday, January 7th, 2024 our Sunday 
morning worship schedule will be: 
•8:00 to 9:00 am Classical worship.
•9:15 to 10:00 am Bible studies/groups for all ages 
(“Disciple U”).
•10:15-11:15 am Contemporary worship. 

In addition to our ongoing children’s ministries on 
Sunday morning, initially, we will offer two adult 
Bible studies/classes. One class is entitled, “Deeper 
Dive,” and will focus on the Biblical text of the sermon, 
allowing for a “deeper dive” of the theme of that 
week’s message. At this time, we are in the process of 
developing a second adult class/group. We will let you 
know the subject/focus as plans are finalized. 

Our overall hope would be that families worship 
together at the service of their choice and also attend 
an age-appropriate Bible study/small group gathering 
while here on Sunday mornings! 
Or, perhaps worship together and then serve as a 
teacher or small group leader?    

Again, one of our core values as a church is to 
be a community of faith, fed by God’s Word and 
Sacraments, being equipped for Christ-like living in 
our lives. Our expectation, hope, and prayer is that 
this value will be fulfilled through this change in our 
Sunday morning schedule. 

If you have any questions, you can talk with Pastor Seth 
on Sundays, or email/call Pastor Seth at 714-544-3131 
ext. 110; sbritton@redhillchurch.org.  

Thank you for your support and prayers as we seek 
to build a community of worship and deep study of 
the Bible!  
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

New Year Sermon Series
“The Call of God.” 

 (January-February, Epiphany)
Our God is a God who speaks. God spoke creation 
into being through His powerful Word. God spoke 
to and through the Patriarchs and Prophets in the 
Old testament to God’s people, leading and guiding 
them. And, as the Apostle John has told us, God’s 
creative and powerful Word, “…became flesh, and 
dwelt among us.” (John 1.14 ) Jesus, the Word of God 
incarnate, came into our world to bring our lives and 
all of creation to its divine fulfillment. The writer of 
the book of Hebrews describes this reality in this way:

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the 
world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
(Hebrews 1.1-3) 

Finally, God continues to speak through His Word 
(Holy Scripture) and Sacraments (Baptism and 
Eucharist) to lead and guide our lives as we follow 
Jesus as His disciples! In other words, our God 
continues to call us to Him, so that we can find life, 
meaning, and hope!

 
The call of God has two parts to it: the call to you from 
God, and the call of you for your neighbor. God calls to 
us to follow Him, to receive Jesus Christ and to walk in 
His ways. His call of us is to lean into the work that He 
is already up to in the world. Both of these calls come 
through the work, life, and teaching of Jesus Christ.

Through this sermon series, we will explore God’s 
call in our lives. What is the “call” of God? What 
does call us to be…and do? Join us, as we worship 
and study God’s Word as God speaks to us! Here is 
what’s coming up…   

January 7th:  “The Call of God.”
January 14th: “Come and See.”
January 21st:  “Letting Go.”
January 28th:  “Under Authority.”
February 4th:  “The Healing of God.”
February 11th:  (Sunday of the Transfiguration): “The 
Glory of God.”

Join us on Sunday mornings for worship and study of 
God’s Word (Remember the new Sunday schedule: 
8:00 am (Classical worship); 9:15 am Bible study/
classes for all ages); 10:15 am Contemporary worship).
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“Wednesdays in the Word” 
 “The Book of Hebrews”  

Wednesdays 7:00am to 7:45am in the Church Sanctuary (In person and Live streamed). 
(This class is also recorded and posted on our website for participation at any time!)

Teacher: Pastor Seth

“God, who at various times and in various 
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the 
prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us 
by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of 
all things, through whom also He made the 
worlds… (Hebrews 1.1-2)

So begins the New Testament book of Hebrews. 
Commentators have noted that the writer of Hebrews 
(either Saint Paul or someone well known in the 
early church community), wants his readers to know 
from the very start that Jesus is not only the focus of 
the book of Hebrews, He is the focus of human and 
biblical history! Christian authors L.H. Evans and L.J. 
Ogilvie note:   

Our author wastes no time in launching into 
his purpose of nurturing the lives of his readers 
to mature discipleship. He devotes his entire 
first chapter to proclaiming and clarifying 
the doctrine of Jesus Christ, in particular His 
superiority to all other beings through His 
nature as Son-Messiah. These introductory 
phrases draw attention to both the message 
and Person of Christ by comparison to the 
prophets. With a dash of verbal simplicity, the 
author draws an essential chasm between the 
prophets and the Son, while at the same time 
indicating historical continuity between them 
both.  The revelation is essentially one; Jesus 
the Son is in the line of the prophets. They were 
precursors; He is the finality! They preached 
expectantly of the coming Messiah and divine 
kingdom of God; the Son is the fulfillment and 
Messiah-King Himself…(L.H. Evans and L.J. 
Ogilvie, The Preacher’s Commentary Series).

The Book of Hebrews was originally a correspondence 
addressed primarily to Jewish converts to the Christian 
faith, who were familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures 
(Our Old Testament) and who were being tempted to 
revert to Judaism or to Judaize the gospel. Conversely, 

the author of Hebrews stresses the absolute supremacy 
of Christ; Jesus is the final revelation of God’s salvific 
plan, as well as the mediator of God’s grace. What 
God began in the days of the Old Testament, He has 
fulfilled in His Son “for us and our salvation.” Join us, 
as we explore, verse-by-verse this incredible book of 
scripture. Here are some the upcoming questions and 
themes we will be exploring:

…The history and cultural backroad of the book 
of Hebrews.

…The relationship between the Old and New 
Testaments.

…Jesus as our “High Priest” interceding for us.
…The relationship between Jesus and the 

supernatural, angelic world.
…The Jewish, sacrificial system and how Jesus 

fulfills this “system.”
…How we follow Jesus faithfully and with 

perseverance in our world today.

The purpose of this weekly study in Hebrews is to do 
just what the original writer of Hebrews desires to do 
according to Evans and Ogilvie: nurture the lives of 
our readers of Hebrews to mature discipleship. We 
study Hebrews, and all of scripture, to gain a deeper 
understanding of Jesus so that we can be obedient to 
Him as His disciples in this world. We would love for 
you to join us in this task. You are invited to participate 
at any point in the study.    

Bring your Bibles, bring your questions and bring your 
desire to learn more about Jesus and His plan for you.  
If your schedule permits, after the class, some of the 
participants head over to Spires Restaurant in Tustin 
for breakfast and continuing conversation! Join us!
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Music Manifested
By Cyndi Tully Church and School Administrator

Visualizing music has been attempted in numerous 
ways. Fantasia, ballets, What’s Opera, Doc?, most 
dance, Bumble Boogie, Fantasia 2000, and countless 
more. Learning how someone sees music is fascinating. 
While hearing Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite you 
may picture the ballet that it was written for, or 
maybe the dancing flowers of Disney’s Fantasia, or 
maybe something else entirely. Music is universal and 
individual all at the same time.

Look at handbells. Watching a handbell group play is 
part of the musical experience. To make the handbell 
sound, a musician must move their arm. This makes 
the clapper hit the bell to make it sound. The motion 
and the instrument work together to create the sound 
and image. Sound manifested.

Some people are annoyed when they see their specific 
favorite song or piece of music manifested and they 
don’t agree with the interpretation. Visceral reactions 
can cause someone to not enjoy the music or to even 
get angry. Visualizing music is always a tricky thing. 
It is always better if the composer is involved in the 
interpretation. Even sceptics take more notice when 
the creator is involved in the beauty they see.

The people of Jesus’ time were looking for a specific 
visualization / manifestation of the promises of God. 
They couldn’t believe that this baby, born in meager 
surroundings, could be the Messiah. The beauty of this 
manifestation is that it did come from the Creator’s 
hand. He was uniquely and personally involved. The 
perfect image of the songs of heaven and earth. A 
melody of promises, hope and wonder, made manifest.
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Epiphany—Jesus has Come for all the People!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As we complete the Advent and Christmas seasons and 
festivities, beginning on January 6th, we enter into the 
season of Epiphany. The term “epiphany” comes from 
the Greek word ἐπιφάνεια (epiphania) which means 
“appearance” or “manifestation.” In early church 
history, the feast of Epiphany originally celebrated 
the birth of Jesus. However, as the church established 
December 25th as the day to celebrate Jesus’ birth, 
Epiphany was designated as the event that manifested 
Jesus as the Son of God, the Savior of the world. In 
Eastern Christianity, Epiphany was appointed as the 
day to celebrate the baptism of Jesus. In the Western 
churches, Epiphany became the day to celebrate the 
manifestation of Jesus through three great, Biblical 
events: The visit of the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, 
and the marriage feast in Cana, where Jesus turned 
water into wine.

The day of Epiphany is always January 6th (For 
Lutherans, the Sunday following Epiphany is celebrated 
as the “Baptism of our Lord” and/or the “First Sunday 
after the Epiphany”). The season of Epiphany brings us 
to the end of the Advent and Christmas cycles in our 
Church Year, completing their rhythms of expectation 
and fulfillment. During Epiphany, our focus turns 
toward the purpose and reason for the birth of this 
child: He has come to be the Savior for all people! 
This central truth, that Jesus has been manifested to 
all and for all people, is the theme of Epiphany. It is 
during the Epiphany season that we are to:   

…celebrate the revelation of Christ to the 
Gentiles—that is, to all nations. Some Christian 
traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on 
this day: the magi’s adoration of the Christ child, 
Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and his first 
miracle, in which he changes water into wine. The 
Word and Sacraments are for us the great epiphany 
of God’s grace and mercy. We go forth to witness 
to the light that shines brightly in our midst.1

In the history of the Western Church, the primary focus 
during the Epiphany season is on the story of the Magi 
and their visit to the Christ child. While most often, the 
story of the Magi is associated with the Christmas story, 
the coming of the Magi likely happened much later 

1 Sundays and Seasons, Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2012. 

after Jesus’ birth. As scholar and Christian theologian 
Robert Webber notes:

In the Western church…the day of Epiphany…
is always a celebration of the coming of the 
wise men who brought gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh to Jesus…Even as our Christmas 
spirituality was shaped by the dominant theme 
of the incarnation, so now our Epiphany 
spirituality will be shaped by the overriding 
theme of Christ’s manifestation as Savior of 
the world.2

The coming of the Magi to see the child Jesus is only 
mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel (Matthew 2.1–12). The 
word “Magi” comes from the Greek word “mágos” (it’s 
plural is “mágoi”) which is transliterated as “Magi” 
(“wise men”). From the definitions and the descriptions 
provided in Matthew’s Gospel, the Magi were probably 
Persian priest-astrologers who believed they could 
interpret the stars, particularly the significance of the 
star that proclaimed the birth of the Messiah.  

One of Matthew’s purposes in composing his Gospel 
was to show how Jesus fulfilled all of the messianic 
prophecies from the Old Testament. It is in the very 
beginning of his Gospel where Matthew records that 
these Magi were guided by a star in the sky. Balaam 
prophesied about the coming Messiah marked by a star: 

“I see him, though not now; I behold him, 
though not near: A star shall advance from 
Jacob and a staff shall rise from Israel...” 
(Numbers 24.17). 

Of course, the Magi were not Jewish sages. As non-
Jews they were Gentiles. Psalm 72 speaks of how the 
Gentiles will come to worship the Messiah: 

“The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer 
gifts, the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring 
tribute. All kings shall pay Him homage; all 
nations shall serve Him” (Psalm 72.10-11).   

Matthew recorded that the Magi brought three gifts: 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. In Isaiah, we read about 
the gifts that would be brought to the Messiah:  

2 Robert E. Webber. Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the 
Christian Year, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004).
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“Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries 
from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall 
come bearing gold and frankincense, and 
proclaiming the praises of the Lord” (Isaiah 
60:6).  

In addition to being prophetic fulfillments and very 
valuable, the gifts from the Magi were also prophetic in 
themselves. Biblical commentator M. Mills notes that:

The Old Testament frequently links gold to 
kings, so this gift recognized Jesus as a king, 
and indeed this is appropriate, for He is the King 
of kings!...Frankincense was used to compound 
the exclusive incense for the inner sanctum, 
the Most Holy place, God’s residence on earth 
(Exod. 30:34–38), and the Old Testament sees 
incense as God’s special prerogative (Exod. 
30:37; Ezek 16:18)…Myrrh was one of the 
most valuable gum resins and, besides being 
used as a spice or 
medicine (this myrrh 
is not to be confused 
with Old Testament 
myrrh which is a 
d i f f e r en t  gum) , 
was part icularly 
used to  embalm 
corpses  ( i t  was 
used in embalming 
Jesus (John 19:39–
40). This gift thus 
r e c o g n i z e d  t h e 
significance of Jesus’ death, and as His office 
of Savior pivots on His sacrificial, atoning 
death, this gift interprets as recognizing Him as 
Savior, an insight the Magi could have gleaned 
from Isaiah 53.3

Finally, while the Gospel account does not give names 
to the Magi, tradition and history has identified the 
Magi as Melchior, Caspar (or Gaspar), and Balthazar.  
Also, we are not told that there were only three Magi. 
This tradition likely came from the number of the gifts 
given to the holy family as recorded in Matthew.

Of course, it is safe to say that the reason the Magi were 
not named is because the story is not about them! The 
story is about God’s unfolding plan of redemption and 

3  Mills, M. The Life of  Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Dallas, 
Texas: 3E Ministries, 1999).

reconciliation of the entire world.  All of the people 
and places described in Matthew, even nature itself (the 
star), are used by God to manifest His Son to the world. 
And, the very gifts of the Magi themselves manifest the 
person, work, and power of this infant Savior!

What does the story of the Magi tell us? The Magi 
are living proof that God fulfills His promises and 
that Jesus has come for all people! The Magi are a 
sign of the Gentile nations’ inclusion in God’s salvific 
plan. The Epiphany season is that brief time in our 
Church Year where we are reminded that what the 
Magi discovered is what we have discovered as well; 
that in this child lay the “hopes and fears of all the 
years.”  That in Jesus Christ we are given many gifts; 
the gifts of forgiveness, hope, and new life. Martin 
Luther, commenting on this story of the Magi, reminds 
us that…

The first thing we should 
learn from this story…is 
that the wise men went 
to search for Christ, the 
new born king, they did 
not find him in Jerusalem.  
Indeed, if they were to 
find Him at all, they 
would need to listen to 
the Prophet Micah…
Thereafter, when they 
had received the Word…
they…took the road to 
Bethlehem…The second 

thing that we should learn from this story is 
how to bear ourselves aright towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that is, that we should cast aside 
all offence, and together with these wise men 
witness before the world to the Lord Christ, 
seek Him from the bottom of our hearts, and 
adore him as our Savior.4

I like that Luther begins with God’s Word and ends 
with our lived response to those words.  Epiphany is 
that annual reminder that we are disciples—followers 
of Jesus on the “road” of our lives.  As disciples, we 
must be constantly equipped by Word and Sacraments 
so that we can follow faithfully and manifest the love 
of Jesus in and through our lives.  
4  Martin Luther. Day by Day We Magnify Thee, (Philadelphia: Fortress 
Press, 1982).
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The Church (Liturgical) Year
By. Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Christians are called to communicate differently with 
others, to view our money and resources differently 
than others, and to view the world itself differently than 
others.  And, from the earliest days of the Christian 
Church, disciples of Jesus have also been called to view 
time differently than others.  Like all things created by 
God, time in the Christian tradition is understood to 
be God’s gift and possession.  The Psalmist confesses:

 But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my 
God.” 15 My times are in your hand… (Psalm 31.14-
15a)
On the human side, time is both gift and curse; we 
want more of it and we wish we could stop it!  Like the 
Church Father Augustine, we ask, “For what is time?  
Who can easily and briefly explain it?  Who even in 
thought can comprehend it, even to the pronouncing 
of a word concerning it?”1 

In both Judaism and Christianity, 
God’s people have sought 
to relate t ime to their 
understanding of God 
and His dealings with 
His people.  Lutheran 
theologian Arthur Just 
describes the Jewish roots 
of the holiness of time:

 T i m e  w a s  a 
fundamental part of creation.  
God created the world in six 
days, rested on the seventh, and 
declared a Sabbath day of rest.  After 
the fall, the Sabbath became a day to 
praise the Creator for His good creation, to 
thank Him for His ongoing presence in the creation 
with His mighty acts of salvation, and to petition Him 
to return as Messiah to restore creation to what God 
had created it to be…various feasts such as Passover, 
the Fest of Boots, and Pentecost became part of the 
rhythm of the Jewish year…2

As God’s unfolding plan of salvation continued in the 
persona and work of Jesus Christ, God’s people now 
1 Augustine. Confessions. 11.14.17.
2 Arthur Just. Heaven on Earth: The Gifts of Christ in the Divine 
Service (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2008).

viewed time itself as having been fulfilled in the life 
of Christ.  Just continues:

By resting in the tomb Christ fulfilled the ancient 
Sabbath day requirements.  In His resurrection He 
restored creation.  Sunday, the weekly celebration 
of the resurrection, was taken as the preferred day 
of worship by early Christians.  As a church steeped 
in the historical events of Christ’s life, the Jewish 
precedent of feast days during the year, Sunday was 
complemented by events from Christ’s redemptive life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension.  The Church Year 
developed to give the people of God access to the life 
of Christ…time has always been a critical commodity, 
no less so in the Church.3    
It is from this understanding of human time as 
God’s time, as well as the cosmic significance of 

the coming of Christ, that the church 
has sought to view time through 

an alternative calendar.  When 
Christians “tell time” according 

to this calendar, it becomes a 
discipleship “tool,” a way of 

living life under the story 
of Jesus Christ.  How does 
this happen?
This Christian calendar 

is called the “Church 
Year,” also referred to as 

the “Liturgical Year.”  The 
Church Year follows the entire 

life and ministry of Jesus Christ, 
as well as Jesus’ continuing 

ministry through His church.  Again, 
the Church Year reminds believers that 

time is sacred; time is God’s gift to us and, like 
all gifts, we are meant to steward this gift faithfully.  
As the Lutheran Church explains:   

In our daily lives we keep track of our activities 
and special events with a calendar.  The church 
throughout the centuries has also “kept track” 
of days and seasons and commemorating special 
occasions with a calendar.  The Christian church 
has continued to follow the example set in the 
Old Testament of structuring the year around the 

3 Ibid.
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marvelous acts of salvation that God completed 
for us in his Son, Christ. We call this structure the 
Church Year. 4  

The Church Year is organized around three different 
sections: Sundays and seasons, feasts and festivals, and 
commemorations.  In future essays, we will examine 
the feasts, festivals, and commemorations associated 
with the Church Year.  At this time, we focus on the 
Sundays and seasons of the church’s calendar.  

The death and resurrection of Christ lay at the heart 
of the Christian proclamation of the Gospel.  For the 
early church, Sunday, the day of the resurrection, was 
not only the literal day that Jesus walked out of the 
tomb; Sunday also became the symbol of the “Eighth 
Day” of creation, or, the first day of the new creation.  
Sunday, the first day of the week in antiquity, became 
the Seventh Day for the church, the Sabbath day of 
rest.  Sunday was, quite simply, the Lord’s Day.  On 
this day, the church gathers to Worship, pray, learn, 
and be fed at God’s Table.  As Just explains:

Early Christians regarded Sunday as “the Lord’s 
Day…an eighth day of creation…God’s recreation 
came to completion in the resurrection of Christ.  
Reverence for Sunday as the holy day was the way 
early Christians gave thanks to God for the redemption 
of all creation in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and petitioned Him to continue to act as Savior 
in their midst through Gospel and the Sacraments…
Christians saw that on Sunday through the presence of 
Jesus Christ through Word and Sacrament, the things 
of eternity were present.5  

Simply put: Sunday, and the resurrection that literally 
transformed this day, became the day around which 
every other day revolved.  Additionally, not only do 
the days of the week revolve around Sunday (Easter) 
for the church, the days of the year revolve around 
Easter as well.    

As the days of the week orbit around Sunday for 
Christians, so the days of the year orbit around 
Easter (or the Three Days, with its focus on Christ’s 
suffering, death, and resurrection).  This annual feasts 
of feasts centers the whole year…Easter and Sunday 

4  See www.lcms.org. “The Church Year.”  
5  Just, Heaven on Earth, 117.

reinforce each other as Christians seek to keep all 
their days focused in the gospel of the God who is 
from everlasting to everlasting and who encounters us 
through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Time is encompassed in this crucified and risen Jesus 
Christ who gives meaning to all our days…6

As the church worshiped and lived their daily lives 
in light of the new creation that had come in Jesus 
Christ, the Church Year began to develop out of the 
weekly celebration of Easter on the Lord’s Day.  As 
Ramshaw and Teig note, “As a yearly pattern started 
to form, the annual Easter festival was a logical 
beginning, a reflection of the center of the Christian 
faith that focused on the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.”7   This annual pattern, the Church 
Year, consists of six seasons which “emphasizes 
participation in the Lord’s saving acts… [and] shows 
an implicitly Trinitarian structure: belief in the Father 
made manifest, the Son risen, and the Holy Spirit 
indwelling the church.”8   

The western liturgical calendar is built around three 
major feast/festival cycles:  Christmas/Epiphany; Good 
Friday/Easter/Ascension; and Pentecost.  From these 
three major festivals comes a “season;” a period of 
time that flows from one season to the other.  In the 
Lutheran Church, as well as other liturgical churches, 
“Each season also has its own character determined 
by its Scripture readings, the hymns chosen to reflect 
those readings, and devotional practices and pieties, 
such as fasting, feasting, Advent wreaths, etc.  Color 
is also used symbolically in adorning our churches.”9  
The cycle of the seasons of the Church Year consists 
of: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and 
Pentecost. Here is a brief outline of each season, along 
with its symbolic color. 

Advent
The season of Advent which began Sunday, December 
3rd, marks the beginning of the Church Year.  The word 
Advent means “coming” or “arrival” and is a four-
week season of preparing our souls through repenting 
and believing the good news that God’s Kingdom has 
6  Gail Ramshaw and Mons Teig. Keeping Time: The Church’s Years 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2009), 10.
7  Ibid.
8  Hoyt Hickman, Don Saliers, Laurence Stookey, and James White. 
The New Handbook of the Christian Year (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992), 9.
9 William Cwirla.  “The Church Year.” www.lcms.org.  Accessed, 
2016.



The VinePage 14

come near.  God’s Kingdom has arrived, in the birth, 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  Advent is also 
a reminder that Jesus is coming again at the end of 
human history.  Advent begins four Sundays before 
Christmas, concluding on Christmas Eve/Day.  The 
colors of this season can be purple, but is typically 
blue, symbolizing hope.

Christmas
During the season of Christmas, we celebrate the 
wonder and mystery of the incarnation:  God taking 
on human flesh.  The Immortal became mortal; the 
Eternal has entered time!  “When Christ, the light of 
the world, is born in Bethlehem, so also is the eschaton 
born, that is, the end has come in the Christ child who 
was born to die and bring with His death the completion 
of God’s plan of salvation.”10  Beginning on Christmas 
Day, there are twelve days of Christmas (typically 2 
or 3 Sundays), concluding on the Day of Epiphany 
(January 6th).  The color of this season is white, 
symbolizing Jesus’ divinity, purity, hope, and joy. 

Epiphany
The Greek word Epiphany means, “Manifestation,” 
focusing on the coming of the Magi who reveal that 
Jesus is Messiah, Lord, and King—for all people!  
Epiphany “completes the twelve days of Christmas; 
more important, this is a festival of the manifestation 
of God’s Word made flesh…”11  Epiphany is typically 
six weeks, concluding on the “Sunday of the 
Transfiguration.”  A special Sunday within this cycle 
is the “Baptism of Our Lord.”  Related to Christmas, 
the color of this season is white, symbolizing 
Jesus’ purity, joy, and hope.  (Some churches and 
denominations utilize other, bright colors to symbolize 
the “light” and “joy” that Jesus brings into the world). 

Lent

10 Just, Heaven on Earth, 136.
11 Hickman, et.al, The New Handbook of the Christian Year, 89.

Beginning February 14th, 2024, on Ash Wednesday, 
Lent is a forty-day season (not counting Sundays) 
focusing on the passion and ultimate atoning death of 
Jesus, and our repentance and renewal in light of Jesus’ 
passion and death. “Lent is a time to intentionally 
confront all the ways the first Adam continues to 
control our lives, to carry these to the cross…Through 
this journey we enter into his death and become new 
creatures in the resurrection.”12  Lent ends during Holy 
Week.  The color of Lent is purple, symbolizing Jesus’ 
royalty and our penitence. 

Holy Week
March 24th, 2024, Palm Sunday, also referred to as 
“The Sunday of the Passion,” begins the solemn week 
that focuses on Jesus’ passion and ultimate death on the 
cross.  The excitement, joy, and anticipation of Palm 
Sunday turns to fear and abandonment on Maundy 
Thursday.  Maundy Thursday begins the “Three Days” 
or “Triduum.” (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Easter).  The word “Maundy” comes from the 
Latin word, mandatum, meaning “Commandment,” 
reflecting Jesus’ command to love others as He loves 
us.  On this night, Jesus instituted Holy Communion, 
is arrested and condemned.  On Good Friday, Jesus 
is crucified and buried.  As the Sabbath approached, 
the women who remained, along with John, leave the 
tomb, planning to return to anoint Jesus’ dead body 
one final time on Sunday.  As with Lent, the color of 
Holy Week is purple, symbolizing Jesus’ royalty and 
our penitence. 
     
Easter
On March 31st, 2024, Easter Sunday, we celebrate 
with amazement the joy of the resurrection of our 
Lord!  Jesus had conquered sin, death, and powers of 
hell!  In the early days of the church, Easter (really, 
the entirety of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection), was 
referred to as the “Paschal Mystery,” which reflects the 
church’s understanding that the death and resurrection 
of Christ is the church’s Passover, in Hebrew, Pesah.  
The Easter season continues for forty-nine days.  On 
the fiftieth day, Pentecost, the church celebrates the 
outpouring of the promised Holy Spirit that birthed 
the church.  The color of the Easter season is white, 
symbolizing Jesus’ divinity, purity, hope, and joy. 

12 Robert Webber. Ancient-Future Tine: Forming Spirituality through 
the Christian Year (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004), 107.



redhillchurch.org Page 15

Pentecost
Jesus promised that when He ascended to the Father, 
He would send the Holy Spirit.  The Ascension occurs 
forty days after Easter, and ten days before Pentecost, 
next year (always on a Thursday) the Ascension is 
on May 9th, 2024. The Sunday before Pentecost can 
be celebrated as Ascension Sunday.  From Pentecost 
Sunday, May 19th, 2024, to the Sunday before Advent, 
“Christ the King Sunday,” the church now focuses on 
its mission of proclaiming the Gospel through Word and 
Sacrament.  The Pentecost season is also referred to as 
“Ordinary Time” or “Time after Pentecost.”  Liturgical 
scholar Robert Webber explains that the use of the 
ordinary “is used in our Christian-year vocabulary 
because it serves the special nature of extraordinary 
time [the specific historic, supernatural acts of God in 
history]…by way of contrast.”13  Ordinary time also 
reflects that each Sunday is “ordinal,” or numbered, 
and each Sunday is a non-festal time of year.  The 
color associated with Pentecost is red, symbolizing 
the “fire” and “judgment” of the Holy Spirit.  For the 
Time after Pentecost (Ordinary Time), the color is 
green, symbolizing the ongoing growth of the church, 
as well as the disciple of Christ.

Three special days/Sundays in Ordinary Time are:  
Trinity Sunday (the first Sunday after Pentecost) May 
26th, All Saints Day, November 1st and the following 
Sunday, (in 2024, November 3rd), and November 20th, 
Christ the King Sunday (last Sunday of Pentecost).  
These days within Ordinary Time, reminds the disciple 
of Christ that our God has revealed Himself as Trinity.  
The Father, through the Son, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit has made possible new life, both personal and 
cosmic, that will last into eternity, and while we live 
in the “already but not yet” time between the first and 
second coming of Jesus, we bow to the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, worshiping and serving Him alone!  
In the words of Andrew McGowan, “The development 
of Christian time is an increasingly detailed affirmation 
of how the structure of history, and of the cosmos in 
and through which history flowed, reveals and serves 
God and calls humans to God’s service.”14

13 Webber. Ancient-Future Tine, 167.
14 Andrew McGowan.  Ancient Christian Worship: Early Church 
Practices in Social, Historical, and Theological Perspective (Grand Rapides, 
Michigan: Baker Academic, 2014), 218.

Christians are called to live differently.  Our lives 
are under the authority and Lordship of Jesus Christ 
who has bought us back from sin and death, with His 
precious blood, forgiving our sins and reconciling us 
to the Father.  Even the precious gift of time has been 
redeemed through the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus.  The Church Year is one way that we keep this 
story in front of us and a part of our every-day lives.  
Lutheran theologian William Cwirla provides a helpful 
summary:

The church year is an annual pilgrimage, beginning 
with the anticipation of Christ’s coming in glory 
(Advent), going through His incarnation (Christmas) 
and manifestation (Epiphany), contemplating our 
sinfulness (Lent) in view of Christ’s sacrifice (Good 
Friday), His victory over death (Easter), His ascension 
to glory at the right hand of the Father by which 
our humanity is glorified in Him (Ascension), and 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the last days 
(Pentecost) as we wind our way to the Last Day and 
the consummation of all things.  In other words, the 
entire work of our justification and sanctification in 
Christ is rehearsed every year – from incarnation to 
glorification.
15

Not only does each church season reflect the ministry 
of Jesus, it also calls the Church, the disciples of 
Jesus, to remember its sacred task of following Jesus 
through the seasons of our lives; the ups and downs; the 
triumphs and the tragedies that accompany human life 
and relationships in this wonderful yet broken world.

15 Cwirla. “The Church Year.” www.lcms.org 
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Impacting our Community and the World: Red Hill Lutheran Philanthropies

Philanthropy is an essential part of our school mission 
to reach and serve our community. Our goal is to 
partner with both local and international nonprofit 
organizations to positively impact the world for Jesus 
Christ. From collecting school supplies to raising 
money to end the global water crisis, teaching our 
students to serve others is at the heart of all our 
philanthropy projects.

We have already partnered with local and global 
nonprofits this year to meet their most pressing needs. 
In August, we collected school supplies for La Semilla 
Learning Center. La Semilla serves 30 students in 
Santa Ana with an after school program every day 
that helps them learn and grow. In September, all of 
our Preschool-8th Grade classes raised enough money 
to buy two uniforms for every child in the program. 
During the month of October, we introduced our yearly 
Change for Change drive, benefitting World Vision’s 
clean water initiative. For communities around the 
world who gain access to clean water, they are able to 
boost their health, economy, and education with this 

vital life source. Mrs. Dovenmuehler’s 4th grade class 
and Mrs. Gendreau’s 5th grade class filled three whole 
jars of change each, and got to dunk our Principal, 
Dr. Paul Marquardt, and our Facilities Manager, Mr. 
Adam Curiel, under the splash tower! In November, 
our church and school packed almost 1000 boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child! Operation Christmas Child 
is a program through Samaritan’s Purse that shares the 
gospel message to children around the world through 
Christmas gifts. 

This Christmas season, we are collecting gift cards for 
Olive Crest. Olive Crest is a local organization that 
works with families in crisis to provide assistance to 
keep kids out of foster care and with their biological 
families. They also support foster and adoptive 
families, always seeking what is best for the child. Gift 
cards will go toward supporting families through the 
Christmas season with essentials and special holiday 
meals and gifts. Suggestions from Olive Crest include: 
Gas cards, Target, Walmart, Albertsons, Grocery 
Outlet, Trader Joes, Smart and Final, Stater Bros, Visa 
gift cards, Starbucks, Fast food restaurants, or dinner 
restaurants.

In the New Year, we will be raising money to support 
our Rise Against Hunger meal packing event on 
February 1st and 2nd. This is one of our biggest 
philanthropic efforts of the year with our church and 
school. Rise Against Hunger works to end world 
hunger by providing meals to communities highest on 
the Global Hunger Index. As a church and school, we 
will be raising money throughout January to fund our 
meal packing event. 

If you are interested in packing meals with us, please 
contact Rebecca Walter at rebeccabw@yahoo.com to 
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Christmas... 
And My Love/Hate Relationship

By Isaiah Coughran, Contemporary Worship Leader
I’m trying to be provocative, so hear me out. As a 
person who performs Christmas music, I have in 
mind two ditches that I don’t want to fall into. On 
the left is breaking with the traditional melodies of 
cherished Christmas songs, and on the right, is a desire 
for something interesting and fresh with those same 
songs. I despise that tension. It is my experience that 
regardless of what I do, even trying to stay somewhere 
in the middle, there will be people unhappy with the 
versions of the songs the band performs. That is why 
I hate Christmas… performing. I hear Jesus words in 
the back of my head: “We played the pipe for you, 
and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did 
not mourn. – Matthew 11:17. Alas, there is no making 
everyone happy. 
My Love for Christmas is celebrating God’s definitive 
testimony that He desires to be Emannuel: “God With 
Us.”  What a mind-blowing reality that the God of 
the universe came down and dwelt among us. We 
SHOULD be singing of this glorious wonder. We 
SHOULD be celebrating the miraculous-ness of the 
event.  But instead, I get in my head about pleasing 
the community’s musical sensibilities when it comes 
to those “glorious songs of old.” 
So, what do I do with that? I roll up my sleeves, get out 
of my head, and get to work with the rest of the band 
on gifting the community the best versions of these 
songs that we can. What a gift that the musicians of 
our community give of their time and talents. What a 
gift that these members take serious joy in what they 
rehearse and play to glorify God. I Love Christmas 
for this reason. I can imagine our little rag tag band 

sitting around the fire with the Holy Family playing 
and singing with a chorus of shepherds, angels and 
animals, honoring – in jubilee – the Savior of the 
World. Christmas is the gift of Jesus, not the singing 
and the songs. I don’t want to forget that. Our band may 
package it with musical bows, but it’s just wrapping. 
Jesus is the real and present gift. My prayer is that 
we experience Him deeply this Christmas season in 
whatever version of the songs we hear and sing. 
Merry Christmas!    
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RHLS Wins First Place Float Trophy at  
Tustin Tiller Days Parade
Tustin Tiller Day Parade 2023 was an all school event 
that included the RHLS Drumline, ASB leadership, 
Praise Band, Spirit Squads, and Singspiration groups, 
in addition to numerous RHLS parents and students.  
The float, a large 46’ flat bed on the back of the semi-
truck donated by TE Roberts Inc., was decorated with 
several 8-10’ tall trees that included leaves made out 
of 500 student handprints to tie-in this year’s Deep 
Roots theme.  The parade route that runs through old 
town Tustin was lined with cheering on lookers as 
the music rang out ‘Standing on the Solid Rock of 
Jesus!’  In addition to sharing the Gospel message of 
Jesus with the thousands along the parade route, Red 
Hill Lutheran was honored and recognized with the 
First Place Trophy for our amazing float.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped to make this Tustin Tiller Days 
an award winning event.
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RHLS Associated Student Body
By Deana Occhipinti, RHLS PAD Dept./ASB Advisor

The Red Hill ASB, under the advisement of Ms. 
Deana Occhipinti, has had a busy 1st Trimester in 
service to RHLS. In August, they kicked off the 2023 
school year by welcoming new students and faculty 
with “Welcome” posters, bags and cards , followed by 
hosting a Middle School Social, “The Aloha Dance.” 
It was a great afternoon of “Luau” themed snacks, 
dancing, games, fellowship and fun! Getting into the 
“Aloha Spirit” came easy for ASB as they decided to 
donate the money collected from raffle ticket sales to 
United Way Maui. Together with their middle school 
peers, ASB was able to send $451 to aid victims of the 
Lahaina fires. ASB then turned their leftover surplus of 
snacks into a fundraising opportunity, “PJs n’ Chips” 
to raise money for the schoolwide events they host.

Next, ASB met with RHLS school board members in 
October to introduce themselves and get them up-to-
date with their plans for the year. October also brought 
ASB’s  hosting of “Red Ribbon Week ‘’ with a pep 
rally and 5 dress-up days promoting school spirit and 
a drug-free community. All along, ASB has continued 
their yearly study of Habitudes, by Tim Elmore. They 
use the SEL lessons learned in this program to create 
monthly Faith Families Lessons which are shared to 
our entire RHLS K-8 community.  The ASB tech team 
has continued to be on hand every week to live-stream 
our chapel services and provide monthly CCQ and 
promo videos to educate and inform RHLS students. 
ASB finished Trimester 1 strong by donating over 
20 lbs of change to the RHLS  “Change for Change” 
fundraiser for Worldvision and by participating in 
the annual “Operation Christmas Child” shoebox 
collection drive. ASB looks forward to putting more 
of these lessons to use, creating fun events and serving 
RHLS  during Trimester 2.  
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Dear Red Hill Lutheran Community, 

We are overwhelmed with gratitude 
as we reflect on the incredible 
success of the Red Hill Lutheran Gala 
that took place November 4, 2023. It 
is with great pleasure that we extend 
our heartfelt thanks to each and 
every one of you who attended and 
supported this year's event. Your 
presence and generosity made all the 
difference. 

Together, we raised over $150,000, a remarkable achievement that will undoubtedly have a profound 
impact on our school and the families it serves. Your unwavering support truly exemplifies the 
strength of our community, and we are deeply appreciative. 

The gala was a night to remember, filled with fantastic moments that brought us all closer together. 
From the awe-inspiring Lyon Air Museum planes that graced the event, to the lively and fun-filled 
cocktail hour that allowed us to connect with old friends and make new ones, every aspect of the 
evening was nothing short of spectacular. 

We want to emphasize that this success is a collective achievement, reflecting the dedication and 
commitment of our Red Hill Lutheran family. It is because of you that we can continue to provide a 
nurturing and enriching environment for our students. 

Once again, thank you for your invaluable support and for being part of a memorable evening. We 
look forward to the continued growth and success of our school, thanks to the generosity and spirit of 
our wonderful community. 

With heartfelt appreciation, 

Shauna Drumm and Megan Karpontinis 
Co-Chairs PTF Fundraising 
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Gala attendees, enjoyed the glamor-
ous evening filled with fellowship, a 
wonderful meal, and outbidding one 

another to claim great prizes and 
contribute to the fundraising goals of 

RHLS.
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Missions and Service Events
By Rebecca Walter

Women’s Brunch and Service Opportunity
On November 4th, the Women’s Circles hosted a brunch 
and service opportunity which featured Operation 
Christmas Child, a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse.  After 
learning all about this exciting ministry, each attendee 
then had the opportunity to pack a Christmas shoebox 
for a little girl in need, write a note to tell her about 
God’s love for her, and pray over the box that will be 
shipped to her.  40 boxes were filled at the event, and 
an additional 15 boxes went home with attendees to be 
filled and returned.  Attendees commented how much 
they enjoyed a morning of acting as Jesus’ hands and 
feet for children around the world!



redhillchurch.org Page 23

Boy Scout Troop 235 Christmas Service Event
“On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to 
God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; 
to help other people at all times; to keep myself 
physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 
straight.”
The Boy Scout Oath includes a pledge “to help other 
people at all times,” and Red Hill Lutheran’s Troop 
235 takes this pledge seriously!  On November 7th, 
the scouts of Troop 235 gathered in the CLC carrying 
bags of donations for Operation Christmas Child.  The 
scouts then created an assembly line of items to go 
into the OCC shoeboxes: school supplies, personal 
care items, socks, sunglasses, and lots and lots of toys.  
Each scout packed a box or two, and then filled out a 
Christmas card and put a picture of themselves in it to 
go into the box.  The Troop’s Chaplain’s Aide, Pearce 
Walter, then led the scouts in prayer for the recipients 
of the shoeboxes.  Samaritan’s Purse allows donors 
to track their shoeboxes, and the scouts can’t wait to 
hear where their boxes ended up.

About Samaritan’s Purse and Operation 
Christmas Child
Every year Samaritan’s Purse collects shoebox gifts 
filled with toys, school supplies, and hygiene items 
for children around the world. Since 1993, more 
than 209 million children in more than 170 countries 
and territories have received an Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox. The project delivers not only the joy 
of what, for many kids, is their first gift ever, but 
also gives them a tangible expression of God’s love.
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Rhythms of Discipleship
By Beth Stoffregen and Phil Gaylor 

 RHL Youth & Family Ministry (YFM) Co-Directors

This is the time of year when we prepare for the 
“Rhythm of the Holidays.” From Thanksgiving to 
Christmas, we carve out time to spend with family 
and friends, gift others with our time and treasures, 
share our stories with others, and focus on the birth 
of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

The same can be said about our faith journey 
throughout the year. The Season of Advent marks 
the beginning of a new church year. This year, 
Advent began on Sunday, December 3rd, and 
will lead us all the way to Christmas Eve. These 
four weeks give us an opportunity to hone our 
discipleship habits as we anticipate and prepare 
our hearts for the arrival of the birth of Jesus.
 
In our Youth and Family Ministry programming, 
we incorporate a strategy to guide our students 
and families through four discipleship habits, 
which are: Spend Time with God, Spend Time 
with Others, Use your Gifts, and Share Your Story. 
These four habits aren’t anything new. They’ve 
been talked about in countless ways, by countless 
numbers of people in many churches. These four 
spiritual habits are behaviors that help us grow in 
our relationship with God and others.

Spend Time with God: If we want to continue to 
grow and deepen our relationship with God, we 
need to intentionally dedicate time for worship, 
reading Scripture, prayer, and reflection.

Spend Time with Others: If we want to grow 
spiritually, we need to be engaged in healthy 
community and godly relationships with others 
— with people who share our beliefs, as well as 
with people who don’t.

Use Your Gifts: If we want to grow spiritually, 
we need to understand how God uniquely made 
us and then use these unique qualities to love God, 
others, and impact the world around us.

Share your Story: If we want to grow spiritually, 
we need to make faith a regular, every day, go-to 
topic of conversation as we learn to connect our 
stories with God’s story and then share our stories 
with others.

Starting on January 7th, 2024, we will be offering 
new ways for you and your family to join in with 
fellow disciples. These opportunities include 
coming together regularly for Worship, bible 
studies, sharing of your talents and gifts, and 
engaging in a healthy community with others as 
we share our beliefs. We invite you to join us.

Our New Sunday Schedule will be as follows:
● 8:00 to 9:00 am: Classical Worship
● 9:15 to 10:00 am: Bible studies/groups for 

all ages
● 10:15-11:15 am: Contemporary Worship

Additionally, Youth and Family Ministry will 
continue to offer specialized classes for the 
spiritual development of our kids and students 
as well as events that provide opportunities for 
students and families to connect and serve. We 
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encourage you to put these dates on your calendars. 
More detailed information will be provided as the 
dates get closer.

January 12th-15th: High School Winter Camp at 
Forest Home
January 21st: First Communion Class for 2nd 
Grade students and above
January 28th: Rite of First Communion during the 
10:15 am Worship Service
February 1st: Night of Community Service - 
assembling meals for Rise Against Hunger
February 9th-11th: Middle School Winter Retreat 
at Forest Home

Ash Wednesday is February 14th, 2024, and begins 
our Lenten Season of Wednesday night family 
dinners and bible study for all ages.

Holy Week begins Sunday, March 24th, 2024, 
with Palm Sunday Worship and our 3rd Annual  
Springfest Family Event.

Other Holy Week Worship Services are:
● March 28th: Maundy Thursday
● March 29th: Good Friday
● March 31st: Easter Sunday

Red Hill’s Youth and Family Ministry (YFM) 
Team is devoted to the whole family throughout 
all the phases and all the seasons. We would like 
to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to 
all of our Red Hill families for partnering with us 
in the spiritual development of your family. 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-5 says, “We give thanks to 
God always for all of you, constantly mentioning 
you in our prayers, remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has 
chosen you, because our gospel came to you not 
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and with full conviction.”

It is a joy and a privilege to walk alongside you 
for the major milestones as well as in the ongoing 
discipleship and spiritual development of all our 
students and families. We look forward to the 
coming year and all the plans God has prepared 
for us both individually and as a faith family.

Merry Christmas and Blessings during this 
Holiday Season!

Beth and Phil
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Oktoberfest 2023
Oktoberfest 2023 turned out to be another huge 
success!  Despite last minute challenges - due to the  
first significant Santa Ana wind event of the year 
- our staff and incredible volunteers made the day 
come together in stellar fashion!
For the comfort of all attendees, approximately one 
hour before the event began, we moved the lunch, 
initially planned for the patio, into the CLC.
The Cake Walk - always a favorite of the kids - was 
moved onto the KIDS Zone and making this move 
proved to be a big hit as more than 50 cakes, pies 
and cookies were claimed by the Cake Walk win-
ners.
Once again, our amazing trunk hosts brought their 
“A” game. To say that everyone went above and 
beyond with their trunk decor is an understatement.  
As you see in these photos, the cleverness and cre-
ativity was off the charts!
We want to again thank all of our candy and dessert 
donors, our myriad volunteers, our food prep teams, 
and our incredible trunk hosts for making this event 
even bigger and better than last year! 
We are looking forward to outdoing ourselves again 
next Fall! 
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This Page: Red Hill’s Blessing of the Animals proved to be a joyous event for all attendees - both two-legged, and four-legged! 
It was a great afternoon for fellowship, food and fun for Red Hill Lutheran Church and School families, and for our beloved 

furry and feathered friends!
Next Page: Red Hill Lutheran Church welcomes its newest members, Clockwise: FC, Magiel, Trish and Gabby de Beer; 

Dawn Kazoleas, Sophia and Megan Taylor; Jeffry Johnson; Meg, Ben, Byron and Noel Neujahr; Greg, Paul and Carrie Neilson 
and Paul Wilson and Angelin Paul.

the grapevine
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Middle School Bible Classes
By Katie Gillin, 7th/8th Grade Bible Teacher

This year in middle school Bible classes we are 
integrating Luther’s Small Catechism, our weekly 
New City Catechism questions and answers, along 
with Inductive Bible Study methods, and our Summit 
Worldview apologetics curriculum. Additionally, we 
are partnering with Red Hill Lutheran Church members 
as class prayer partners. 

We have successfully led four class chapels in the 
months of October and November! 

Many wonderful discussions and learning are occurring 
in our Bible classes. The students are engaged and 
excited to live out and walk in our theme of “Deep 
Roots,” Colossians 2:6-7.

Additionally, our parent book club has been a big 
success! Approximately 14 parents meet every Friday 
morning in Peter’s Parish to pray and discuss the book 
“Habits of the Household,” by Justin Whitmel Earley. 
This is part of our school/parent collaboration in our 
year’s theme: “Deep Roots.” 
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Nurturing a Deeply Rooted Faith through Professional Growth
By Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal/Middle School Teacher

Deep Roots, Colossians 2:6-7, serves as a foundation 
for Red Hill Lutheran School educators’ personal 
growth and professional development, grounded in 
Christian principles. Our emphasis on this scripture 
has had a profound impact on our teaching and faith 
development this school year.

Walking in Faith: The Foundation of Professional 
Growth
“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk in him...”  This verse reminds us that teaching 
is more than a career—it is a walk with Christ. The 
act of «walking in Christ» within the context of 
education means that “We Know Christ, and Make 
Christ Known.” This spiritual foundation becomes the 
bedrock of a teacher›s professional growth, shaping not 
only their pedagogy but also their ability to inspire and 
guide young minds.

•	 To know Christ, teachers must continually be 
in The Word. Each month, Red Hill Lutheran 
School teachers attend a Growing in Christ 
class, led by Pastor Seth Britton, where he 
takes a deep dive into the school’s monthly 

Christian Character Quality traits, monthly 
Bible verses, and Spiritual Disciplines. Our 
teachers are blessed to be able to root ourselves 
in strong theological teachings from such 
a knowledgeable pastor, so that they can 
accurately communicate Bible-based Truth to 
students.

Rooted in Christ: The Strength of Professional 
Identity
“Rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught...” This verse emphasizes the 
importance of being deeply rooted in Christ, mirroring 
the stability that roots provide to a tree. For RHLS 
teachers, being rooted in Christ is synonymous with 
establishing a solid professional identity by cultivating 
lessons that transform students through Truth, integrity, 
and biblical principles.

•	 In order to strengthen our deep roots, RHLS 
teachers are participating in a year-long 
book study on Beyond Biblical Integration: 
Immersing You and Your Students in a Biblical 
Worldview by Roger C.S. Erdvig. This book 
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emphasizes the importance of Christian 
Worldview development as an ongoing growth 
process for teachers, so that they can foster 
this in RHLS students. As its title states, it 
helps teachers go beyond biblical integration 
to provide students with a fully immersive 
biblical worldview experience, so that students 
can stand firm in their faith and see God in all 
areas of their lives

Established in Faith: The Continuous Learning 
Journey
“...abounding in thanksgiving.” The journey of 
professional growth for Christian teachers is marked 
by a continuous commitment to learning and gratitude. 
Every challenge becomes an opportunity for growth, 
and every success is an occasion for thanksgiving. Our 
Growth Mindset philosophy encourages innovation 
and inquiry-based learning, for both teachers and 
students.
We are extremely grateful for the opportunities to 

grow professionally at RHLS, through the support of 
our principal, Dr. Marquardt and the many talented 
teachers who give their time to grow, improve, and 
share their gifts with each other. 

•	 On Thanksgiving week, teachers were thankful 
to be provided with a learning opportunity 
by a speaker from the program Eduprotocols 
who shared engaging ways to support critical 
thinking in our students. Following this day of 
learning was a staff retreat, where all preschool, 
classroom, and specialty teachers shared 
a day of spiritual, physical, and emotional 
refreshment in the great outdoors. This 
fellowship activity gave teachers time to relax, 
have fun, and enjoy time together through a 
special message from Pastor Seth, music from 
Isaiah Coughran, a team-building scavenger 
hunt, a thankfulness exercise, outdoor games, 
a nature hike, and delicious food, all under a 
canopy of Redwood trees in Carbon Canyon 
Regional Park.
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Establishing oneself in faith means embracing a 
mindset of lifelong learning. Red Hill Lutheran 
educators recognize that just as they were taught the 
foundations of their faith, they must continuously seek 
knowledge, refine their teaching practices, and adapt to 
the evolving needs of our students. This dedication to 
learning becomes a form of gratitude—a recognition 
of the blessings inherent in the ability to educate and 
shape the lives of the next generation.
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RHLS Sports For All Seasons
By Chase Martin, Athletic Director/P.E. Teacher

Sports are in full swing this year at Red Hill Lutheran 
School. Fall sports included girls volleyball and boys 
flag football. After school sports are a great way for 
many student/athletes to participate in sports, whether 
they are just starting out or are seasoned pros. LOCAL 
is a competitive league that allows Red Hill Lutheran 
School to play competitive sports against other 
Lutheran schools in the area. 

Flag football had a great but challenging season. These 
young men held their heads high and displayed great 
sportsmanship all season long. Their coach is very 
proud of the way they played and took the challenges 
of the season head on. 

RHLS will be introducing a new sport this year in the 
winter season. Roller Hockey will be rolling in soon. 
Be on the lookout for more information in regards to 
this amazing new sport. This will be for Middle School 
only. The season will begin in January. 

Basketball will be the next season on our sports 
schedule. Basketball will begin January 3rd. 
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A Fantastic Season! 
By Laura Wakeham

Hello, My name is Laura Wakeham.  I am a parent to 
a 7th grader daughter at RHLS and relatively new to 
the school as we enrolled Louise in 5th grade.  When 
the opportunity arose for me to coach the varsity 
volleyball team, I jumped at the chance.  I started 
playing volleyball in middle school with my classmates 
at a small parochial school in Chicago, and I quickly 
developed a love for the game that still endures today.  
To have the opportunity to share this love with my 
daughter was too good to pass up.  And then, to be 
able to share this with not only my daughter, but a 
whole team of young female athletes was absolutely 
awesome.  

At the start of the season, I sent an email to the parents 
and discussed with the team my primary goals for the 
season.  They were as follows:

•	 Help the girls improve their volleyball skills.

•	 Help the girls learn to be supportive and 
great teammates.

•	 Have a lot of fun at games and practices.

•	 Win!

Twenty-two athletes participated in the volleyball 
season.  With that many girls, we decided the best 
course of action would be to split the girls into two 
teams.  I continued to coach all of the girls during 
practices, but for games, I coached the Red team and 
Ms. Veronica Chino coached the White team.  This 
was Coach Veronica’s first time coaching volleyball 
and she was awesome! She was a joy to work with, 
she showed up every day with a great attitude, ready 
to learn and work hard.  I was so happy to have Coach 
Veronica by my side this season.  

Past Red Hill Volleyball seasons were not usually 
winning seasons.  My daughter played on the JV squad 
last year and the team did not win a match.  So while 
I set our goals high, I was unsure what to expect.  The 
teams not only hit our goals, they blew them out of the 
water! The girls all improved as volleyball players and 
teammates, we had a lot of fun during both practices 
and games and we WON!  

The Red team had nine matches on our schedule, each 
won by the best two out of three sets.  If either team 
won the first two sets, a third friendship game could 
be played for any of the team’s players that hadn’t 
got a chance to play in the first two sets.  The Red 
team didn’t lose a single set this season - going 9-0 
in Matches and 27-0 in sets.  Every girl played and 
contributed in equal amounts. We out-served, out-
hustled and out-worked our opponents. After one of 
our final matches, the opposing coach (whose team 
hadn’t lost prior to playing us) told me after the match: 
“If we were going to lose to anyone, I am glad it was 
you (Red Hill).  Not only do you have a great team, 
but the players have excellent sportsmanship.”  That 
statement alone meant the world to me.  So much can 
be learned through sports beyond the scoreboard and 
to know that our athletes had learned to win with grace 
was the greatest lesson of our season.  

I am grateful for the opportunity to have coached our 
varsity volleyball team this season and am looking 
forward to next year!

 Varsity Volleyball End of Season Celebration
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The Red Team celebrating our Undefeated Season!

The White team came to support the Red Team for the last game of the season and Sybella Hernandez dressed as 
our school mascot to cheer on the team!
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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year for RHLS
Performing Arts Department

 By Ben Hunter

The Christmas Season is always a special and magical 
time in the RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD).  
Students and faculty get to hone new instrumental, 
choral, and acting skills and present them to audiences, 
while sharing the GOOD NEWS of Jesus’s birth. PAD 
teachers delight in the journey of teaching RHLS 
students traditional Christmas music and preparing 
them for their first performances of the school year.  

Actually, Christmas arrives at RHLS in early October! 
PAD teachers begin introducing music, materials 
and scripts to classes BEFORE Halloween. Students 
rehearse and practice in their weekly classes, and 
teachers begin the many processes of producing a 
show! Rehearsal schedules, musical arrangements, solo 
and spoken part assignments, choreography, costumes, 
props, sets, student line-ups etc. all fill the to-do lists 
of our hardworking team of PAD teachers. Students, in 
grades Kindergarten-8, learn to work together creating 
instrumental and choral music and dramatic offerings. 

RHLS is excited to perform again for our friends and 
families and will share the JOY of Christ’s birth in 
the following productions, under the direction of our 
talented and passionate PAD staff:

Mr. Ben Hunter (Instrumental Music)
Mrs. Laura Lodin (Choral Music/Classroom Music/

Handbells)
Ms. Deana Acchipinti (Theatre Arts/Drama/Spirit 

Squad)
Mr. Isaiah Coughran (Praise Band)

Friday, December 15th - “The Mysterious Animal” 
(10:30am in the Sanctuary)
 featuring RHLS Kinder-2nd graders 
                
The performance and enrichment opportunities don’t 
stop there! Our band and drumline students had the 
chance to play the National Anthem during Angels 
Band Night, as well as pep tunes at an actual high 
school football game! Our Praise Band, Drumline, 
Singspiration, and Spirit Squad helped represent RHLS 
in the Tustin Tiller Days Parade–taking home the 2nd 
place trophy! 

This Spring will see our classes and ensembles going 
to festivals and invitationals at Orange Lutheran High 
School, Concordia, and even Knott’s Berry Farm. A 
few of the classes even auditioned for the opportunity to 
participate in workshops with the talent at Disneyland. 
We will update our community as we get more details.

RHLS is proud to have its own student-led Praise Band. 
In addition to leading worship every Wednesday for 
Chapel, each morning, before the Praise Band ever 
strikes a chord or sings a note together, they pray and 
read scripture together. This is the rhythm of their 
time together. They spend time feeding our souls and 
shaping minds, so that they can pour out – sing out! – 
the love of God which we see in Christ Jesus! 

This is especially the case as we enter in to the 
“Christmas Season.”  As a Praise band, we want to 
celebrate and announce what an amazing and profound 
gift God has given us in Jesus becoming man and living 
with us! And as Jesus found it important to read the 
scriptures (Luke 24:32), and to share in them together, 
we as a Praise Band want to share them with you 
through song. We pray you have a joy-filled Christmas 
full of music and laughter. 

Remember:“For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” -  Isaiah 9:6
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It is such a blessing to be on this journey with our 
students! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the RHLS 
Performing Arts Department!
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The Season of Lent
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Ash Wednesday, February 14th, the holy and solemn 
season of Lent begins! The word Lent originally meant 
“spring” and is to be understood as a holy, “springtime 
of the soul,” reflecting on Baptism and its foundation 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus. It is a period of 
six weeks (or 40 days) preceding the annual observance 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus (Good Friday 
and Easter). Lent is also set apart as a special season 
of fasting, penitence, and prayer.

This Lenten focus on Baptism reflects the ancient 
church’s practice of a forty-day preparation for 
catechumens (literally, those under study), leading 
to their Baptism at the Easter Vigil (the Saturday 
evening before Easter). Additionally, the significance 
of the forty-day period of time echoed the forty days 
which Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness. In the 
early church (as well as today), Baptism was (and is) 
the Sacrament of joining 
one’s life to Jesus’ death 
on the cross and His 
resurrection from death. 
Consequently, the cross 
of Jesus becomes the 
revelatory symbol of the 
Christian’s new life as 
a disciple of Jesus. The 
cross reveals how far 
divine love will go to 
forgive human sin, and 
the cross reveals how 
life is to be lived under 
God’s control—a daily 
dying to self in order to 
live for Christ.  

Again, Lent begins with 
the sacred day of Ash 
Wednesday. The name, 
Ash Wednesday, reflects 
the custom that prevailed 
in the early church of 
sprinkling ashes on the 
heads of penitents on 
the first day of Lent, as 
a public declaration of 

humiliation and sorrow for sin. In the early church, 
ashes were not offered to everyone but were only used 
to mark the forehead of worshippers who had made 
public confession of sin and sought to be restored to the 
fellowship of the community for the Easter celebration. 
However, over the years, others began to show their 
humility and identification with the penitents by 
asking that they, too, be marked as sinners. Ultimately, 
the imposition of ashes was extended to the whole 
congregation in services similar to those that we have 
today in many Christian churches on Ash Wednesday. 
Ashes became symbolic of that attitude of penitence 
reflected in the Lord’s Prayer: “…Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.” (Luke 11:4). Examples of this symbolic practice of 
using ashes in scripture would be the Prophet Daniel, 
King David, and the people of Nineveh, to which Jesus 
Himself refers to in Matthew 11:21.  

You may notice that 
from Ash Wednesday 
to Easter there are 
actually forty-six days. 
How do we arrive at 
forty days? There are 
six Sundays in Lent, 
and as all Sundays 
are considered “feast 
days” in honor of the 
Resurrection, they 
are not counted in the 
forty-days. To make 
up for these Sundays, 
six days are added to 
the beginning of the 
season.
The liturgical color 
associated with the 
Len ten  season  i s 
purple .  The color 
symbolizes both the 
pain and suffering 
leading up to the 
crucifixion of Jesus, 
as well as the suffering 
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of humanity and the world under sin.  At the same time, 
in antiquity, purple was also the color of royalty. Jesus 
Christ is our suffering King who dies for His people! 
And, as will be celebrated on Easter Sunday, Jesus’ 
resurrection confirms Jesus’ lordship, and His defeat 
of the powers of death and hell! 
In addition to the change in color that you will see 
in our sanctuary (from white/green for Epiphany) to 
purple during Lent, you will also see our “old rugged 
cross” in the chancel area. This cross is both a visible 
symbol of the beginning of Lent and a constant 
reminder of what Lent is all about. However, it won’t 
be long until the cross is taken over by a flower-filled 
chancel that will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus! As 
you can see, even our sanctuary conveys the journey 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday!

Sometimes I am asked, “Pastor, do Lutherans “give 
up” things for Lent? The answer is: Lutherans can if 
they choose to do so. The small sacrifices we make can 
help us to be mindful of the total sacrifice that Jesus 
made for us! Sometimes, rather than focusing on giving 
up things like chocolate or some favorite food, Lent 
can be a time of adding something to one’s spiritual 
journey; drawing near to God by extraordinary acts of 
penitence, charity, and spiritual devotion. During Lent, 
we are able to focus on deepening our discipleship, 
purifying our heart from sin, and deepening our desire 
to follow Jesus more closely. Simply put, Lent provides 
the believer a time to spiritually assess one’s heart and 
relationship with Jesus. As theologian and Pastor Alan 
Jones writes:
 

Lent is a time “for honesty, a realistic assessment 
of the human heart” (as the late Dean of 
Westminster Michael Mayne described it). 
We are invited to enter into the compelling 
story spelled out in these days, spelled out in 
a shared meal, and in God’s self-giving love 
which “contains and unites our lesser stories, 
and has the power to pull them together and 
make sense of them.”

Most importantly, as we journey through the Lenten 
season and participate in Lent’s call for a “realistic 
assessment of the human heart,” our understanding of 
the passion that led Jesus to the cross becomes more 
poignant and the joy of Easter more profound as a 
result of the Lenten pilgrimage.

I return to the thoughts of Alan Jones who encourages 
Christians to avail themselves of the Lenten journey.  
Jones writes,

Lent gives us an opportunity to allow for 
a panic-free emptiness to grow within us. 
Prayer is learning to wait there in patience, to 
be still, to stop clutching at and fussing about 
life - perhaps to do a little less harm. Thomas 
Merton wrote, “If we attempt to act and do 
things for others or for the world without 
deepening our own self-understanding, our 
own freedom, integrity and capacity to love, we 
will not have anything to give to others. We will 
communicate nothing but the contagion of our 
own obsessions, our aggressiveness, our own 
ego-centered ambitions...Lent is a time for us 
to aim at a certain end - the love of God - and 
recover that space where there is no clutching 
and fussing but the grace on which the peace 
and felicity of the world is built…The scene is 
being changed. A good time.

Our hope and prayer for you is that during this Lenten 
season, you will “recover that space where there is no 
clutching and fussing but the grace of God…”  Amen! 
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Altar Guild Ministries
By Patti Sullivan, Altar Guild Coordinator

It is a blessing and a pleasure to be a part of the Altar 
Guild at Red Hill Lutheran Church.  
It is a Guild of faithful, creative, and talented ladies 
who have servants’ hearts.  These members are 
dedicated servants to God and God’s people.  The 
Altar Guild has many duties.  We prepare
weekly for Sunday morning church services at 8:30am 
the Traditional service and the 10:00am 
for the Contemporary service.  Altar Guild also 
prepares the sanctuary for baptisms, decorates the 
sanctuary for Christmas, Holy Week and Easter and 
other festival days throughout the year.

We serve and provide Pastor Seth with the necessary 
accessories needed for Sunday mornings.  Our service 
to Pastor Seth is for his teachings to lead the church, 
preach the
Word of God and bless the school.  It’s a true blessing 
and a joy to serve under Pastor Seth.

Holy communion is prepared for every Sunday for 
the church families, members, and
the Sunday School children.  We serve communion 
weekly because Jesus said “Do this in remembrance 
of me” To observe the Lord’s Supper is to participate 

in a congregational act by
which we affirm our faith and to celebrate the 
completed work of Jesus.  The Altar Guild has
Deep Roots because we follow the example given to 
us by Jesus himself.  

I would like to quote some scripture regarding service 
to God.  

Matthew 20:28 – just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve and give his life as ransom 
for many.

Luke 22:27 – Jesus said, ‘For who is greater, the who 
is at the table or the one who serves?
Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among 
you as one who serves”

Galatians 5:13 – You, my brothers, and sisters, were 
called to be free.  But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather serve one another 
humbly in love.

The Altar Guild is behind the scenes serving to 
prepare the sanctuary for the glory of God.

Following Thanksgiving, 
the Altar Guild members 
and volunteers begin the 
joyous preparation of the 
sanctuary for the Reason for 
the Season, Christmas, the 
birth of Jesus.  

Decorating the sanctuary 
for Christmas is a blessing 
and a freedom.  It usually 
takes all members of Altar 
Guild, and some additional 
volunteers to do the beautiful 
job that Red Hill church 
members are accustomed 
to.  It is truly a special time 
at Red Hill as we decorate 
the sanctuary with helpful 
hands, fun, laughter, and 
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music.  Red poinsettias adorn the altar and the aisles.  
The sanctuary has a number of decorated Christmas 
trees: one by the altar and another in the Narthex 
and several more that are placed in the CLC and 
throughout the campus.  The Advent wreath will 
also be placed in the sanctuary.  By focusing on the 
Advent wreath, it will remind us to prepare our hearts 
and minds for the coming of Jesus.  

In January, the Altar Guild members will be taking 
down all the Christmas decorations poinsettias on 
the altar, as well as those in the aisle.  We will be 
replacing the Advent wreath with the Christ candle as 
we proceed into the New Year.  We will also continue 
to prepare the sanctuary for Sunday Services and any 
other services needed for the outreach ministries of 
Red Hill.

In February and March, we prepare for Holy Week 
beginning with Ash Wednesday and the free standing 
rugged, cross that is draped with the black cloth.  

As you can tell the Altar Guild is busy with making 
certain that the Red Hill sanctuary always reflects the 
love and reverence we have for His church.  The Altar 
Guild members follow in the model of Jesus, who 
came to serve, not to be served.

Origins of Christmas Carols... 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” sounds like Grego-
rian chant, and essentially, it is. It is a paraphrase 
of the “O” antiphons, each one starting with the 
exclamation “O,” that are chanted as part of the 

Liturgy of the Hours as Christmas approaches. The 
lyrics of the carol go back to the twelfth century or 
earlier, and the melody at least as far back as the 
fifteenth century. Interestingly, though the song is 
sung in many languages all over the world and the 
same ancient melody is used everywhere, the tune 

was first put to the lyrics when it was translated into 
English. So it is specifically the English version that 

has spread throughout the world.

1 O come, O come, Immanuel,
and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high,
who ordered all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show
and teach us in its ways to go. Refrain

3 O come, O come, great Lord of might,
who to your tribes on Sinai’s height

in ancient times did give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse’s stem,

unto your own and rescue them!
From depths of hell your people save,

and give them victory o’er the grave. Refrain
5 O come, O Key of David, come

and open wide our heavenly home.
Make safe for us the heavenward road

and bar the way to death’s abode. Refrain
6 O come, O Bright and Morning Star,

and bring us comfort from afar!
Dispel the shadows of the night

and turn our darkness into light. Refrain
7 O come, O King of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid all our sad divisions cease

and be yourself our King of Peace. Refrain
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In Memoriam

As the year 2023 comes to a close, we have said goodbye, but will 
forever lovingly remember, the following saints, our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, who went to be with Jesus this year.

               Harriett Anderson              Everett Grahn 
  

               WPJ “Andy” Andersson                                              

          Delores “Dee” Maki                                   Charolett Radmacher          

               Derek Larson                                 Scott Pickford            

                     
 

                                 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.”    John 5:24
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   Dates to Remember
Christmas Eve, December 24th 
10:00am Combined Worship
3:00pm and 5:00pm, Family Worship with Live Nativity
7:00pm Candlelight Service with Strings

Christmas Day, December 25th
10:00am Worship with Carols

New Year’s Eve, December 31st 
8:30am Classical Worship 10:00am Contemporary Worship

New Year’s Day, January 1st, 2024, Campus Closed

January 7th, 2024, Worship and Bible Study Time Change Begins
8:00am Traditional Worship 
9:15am Bible Studies for all Ages 
10:15am Contemporary Worship

February 14th, 2024
Ash Wednesday
12:00 & 7:00pm Worship with Imposition of Ashes


