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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  -John 15:5

As we enter into the spring season, and the renewal of life associated with spring, the theme of this issue 
of The Vine is “New Life.”  The Christian hope for new life is a hope promised in Scripture. The Apostle 
Paul, writing to the church at Corinth, reminds them (us) of this truth:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come” (2 Corinthians 5.17).

Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has achieved for us what we could not do in our own power: 
deliver us from the grip of sin, fear, and hopelessness.  Our past is not final, and our future is not futile.  
New life is offered to us every day as we walk with Jesus in faith.  

Martin Luther believed this new life, offered to us daily through Christ, is grounded in our Baptism. 
For Luther, Baptism “signifies that the old creature in us … is to be drowned and die through daily … 
repentance, and … that daily, a new person is to come forth and arise up to live before God in righteousness 
and purity forever.» So fundamental was this Baptismal promise of new life for Luther, that when he was 
tempted, afraid, or in doubt, he would remind himself “baptizatus sum:” “I am baptized,” affirming again 
his new life in Christ.

As you read through this edition of The Vine, consider the new life that is yours in Christ Jesus. Are you 
living as a new creation in Christ? Or, are you carrying the burdens of yesterday’s guilt and tomorrow’s 
worries?  How can Red Hill Lutheran Church and School help you to live and serve in newness of life? 
The Easter hope of new life is your promise from God to claim—today!  

God’s blessings to you!

Pastor Seth 



redhillchurch.org Page 3

Table of Contents Church & School Staff
Rev. Dr. Seth Britton, Senior Pastor
sbritton@redhillchurch.org
Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal
pmarquardt@redhillschool.org
Lori Browne, Director of Admissions
lbrowne@redhillschool.org
Cyndi Tully, Church & School Administrator
ctully@redhillchurch.org
Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant to Senior Pastor
dkunz@redhillchurch.org
Marty Schaefer, Director of Arts and Worship 
mschaefer@redhillchurch.org
Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship
icoughran@redhillchurch.org
Annie Caamano, Preschool Director
acaamano@redhillschool.orgg
Beth Stoffregen, Director of Children’s Ministry 
beths@redhillchurch.org
Phil Gaylor, Director of Student Ministry
pgaylor@redhillchurch.org

Angie Calderon, Director of Biblical Community
acalderon@redhillchurch.org
Jason Harney, Director of Music/Principal Conductor
jharney@redhillchurch.org
Dr. Linda Brown, Organist/
Jubilee Bells, Hand Bell Choir/ Childrens Choir Director
lindabrown@redhillchurch.org
General Inquiries
info@redhillchurch.org
 

The Vine Editor
Donna Kunz

Creative Directors
Donna Kunz

Marty Schaefer
Front Cover Photo

Donna Kunz
Contributing Photographers

Donna Kunz; Jim McCracken; Manny Olmedo; 
 Ted Rigoni; Brandon Stoffregen, Liz Weber

Page 4
A New Day - A New Life!

Page 8
Spring Sermon Series

Page 11
Baptism at Red Hill

Page 12
Fast Focus

Page 14
Follow the Recipe

Page 16
His Little Feet and Scout Sunday

 Page 18
Youth and Family Ministries Update

Page 24
The Grapevine

Page 29
Impact and Reach of Monthly Philanthropies

Page 31
Fifth Grade Science Camp

Page 34
RHLS Performing Arts

Page 36
Research Based Instruction

Page 40 
RHLS’s On-Screen Debut

Page 42 - 45
Missions Updates



The VinePage 4

A New Day—A New Life!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Springtime is the season of new life!  Flowers bloom, 
the days grow warmer, and the nights grow shorter!  
Winter’s chill and darkness will give way to spring’s 
life and light.  

What is true of nature’s seasons is also true of our church 
seasons.  The solemn season of Lent, typically begun 
in mid-winter, calls us to reflect upon the darkness, 
sinfulness. and brokenness of our human condition, as 
well as the cost God Himself paid to save us from this 
hopelessness.  The Lenten season culminates with Holy 
Week, typically near the beginning of spring, which is 
the final week of Jesus’ earthly life.  Also referred to 
as the Passion Week, these holy days reveal the depths 
of God’s passion for you and me—this whole world!  
The winter of death will be overcome by the new life 
of spring!   

Just consider the words we use to describe these holy 
days.  Let’s start with “Palm Sunday.”  Of course, 
Palm Sunday is the day that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem 
to the shouts of “hosanna” (“Save us now!”) and the 
waving of palm branches (See John 12.12-15).  In the 
ancient world, palm branches were often used in public 
celebrations to welcome a conquering hero because 
they were abundant in surrounding trees.  The palm 
branches would be cut or pulled down and then waved 
back and forth as one would wave a flag or banner.  (In 
our day think of a 4th of July parade and waving the 
America flag as soldiers/military veterans pass by).  
For many, Jesus was a conquering hero—at least they 
thought He was going to conquer, to do battle with 
the occupying, Roman government as they expected 
God’s Messiah to do!  And, in part, the crowds were 
right; this procession by Jesus is fulfilling prophecy 
and making a claim: the long-promised Messiah is 
here!  The Lutheran Study Bible describes it this way:

Palm Sunday is a high point, as a crowd at 
the Jewish capital openly acclaims Jesus as 
Messiah.  It is also a turning point, however, 
since it galvanizes His opponents.  Like 
the crowds in Jerusalem, we are prone to 
fickleness—today all for the Lord, tomorrow 
turning from Him.  Though we often prove 
faithless, Jesus remains constant.  His love and 
forgiveness never falter.1 

1  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  

However, those who thought Jesus was going to 
fight the Romans and go to war were to become 
disillusioned and angry as Jesus literally surrendered 
to the authorities.  The joy and excitement of Palm 
Sunday gave way to the confusion and fear of Maundy 
Thursday.  It was on this day, Maundy Thursday, that 
Jesus instituted the sacrament of Holy Communion 
and issued a “new command” (Maundy—from the 
Latin “Mandatum” meaning, “Mandate”) that his 
disciples love one another as He has loved us.  In order 
to demonstrate this love, Jesus washes the disciples’ 
feet, a job for the lowest of slaves.  Jesus leaves the 
upper room, walks to the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
prays for God to get Him through the suffering.  Jesus 
is arrested, faces trial, and is savagely beaten.  Jesus’ 
disciples flee in fear and deny that they even know 
him (John 13.1-5). 
The dawn of “Good Friday” brings more beatings and 
Jesus’ eventual death by crucifixion.  On this day, the 
eternal, omnipotent, omniscient God willingly came to 
die in our place; to take our sin and its consequences, 
death, into His divine life.  God is holy, just and good, 
God cannot allow sin in His presence.  Sin must be 
punished.  And, God loves us, and wants to be WITH 
US!  On the cross, God justly deals with sin and death, 
as well as our broken relationship with Him.  Christian 
theology has referred to this action of God on the 
cross as propitiation. As theologian, Adrian Rogers 
describes… 

Propitiation is a big word that means 
satisfaction.  Because God is a holy God, His 
anger and justice burns against sin.  And He has 
sworn that sin will be punished.  There must 
be a satisfactory payment for sin.  But God 
said, “If I punish man for his sin, man will die 
and go to hell.  On the other hand, if I don’t 
punish man for his sin, My justice will never 
be satisfied.”  The solution?  God said that He 
would become our substitute.  He would take 
the sin of mankind upon Himself in agony and 
blood—a righteous judgment and substitute for 
sin.  His wrath burned out on the cross when 
His only Son died as man’s propitiation for sin.  
And this is love (see 1 John 4:10).2

2  Adrian Rogers, “Complete Payment for Sin” (Love Worth Finding 
Ministries).
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This is love indeed!  Jesus was willing to go through 
whatever it would take to restore our relationship with 
the Father.  The scourging and the crucifixion that He 
endured prove this truth (Matthew 27.32-44).
As Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross, His few 
followers who stayed with Him, wrapped His body 
in burial cloths and placed it in a borrowed tomb.  A 
few of the women who followed Jesus (including His 
mother Mary) and the “beloved” disciple John, likely 
left the tomb bewildered and confused.  What about 
all that Jesus said?  Did Jesus tell the truth?  Is evil 
more powerful than good, death more powerful than 
life?  I’m sure that these questions, or others like them, 
were swirling in their heads.  Perhaps they began the 
countdown to Sunday, the first day of the week in the 
ancient world, to the time when they would be allowed 
to visit the grave and anoint Jesus’ body one final time.  
I also imagine that after two sleepless nights the women 
left their homes as soon as 
they could—at sunrise on 
Sunday.  They would make 
one final walk to the tomb 
to say farewell to the man 
who changed their lives 
(Matthew 27.57-61).
As the women approach the 
tomb something is wrong.  
Mark describes it this way:

When the Sabbath 
was  pas t ,  Mary 
Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 
and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day 
of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to 
the tomb.3 And they were saying to one another, 
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the 
entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they 
saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was 
very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw 
a young man sitting on the right side, dressed 
in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And 
he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
risen; he is not here. See the place where they 
laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter 
that he is going before you to Galilee. There 
you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they 

went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling 
and astonishment had seized them, and they 
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
(Mark 16.1-7)

I love the angel’s simple words: “He has risen; He is 
not here.”  Jesus is alive!  Can you imagine the sheer 
joy?  Jesus is alive!  Death is NOT the last word!  He is 
not here!  The tomb is empty!  Because of Easter, death 
has been defeated, our sins forgiven, and reconciliation 
with God accomplished.  God in Christ has given us a 
new day and new life; a chance to start over and enjoy 
a new relationship with him.  Because of Easter, all 
that Jesus said and did was confirmed!  As Jesus said: 
He is the way, the truth and the life!  

Too good to be true?  Many have claimed that Easter 
is just that—too “good to be true,” not possible! 
Skeptics suggest that perhaps what the disciples 

had was a “resurrection” 
of their confidence in 
the teachings of Jesus?  
Maybe Jesus didn’t really 
die on the cross but only 
“swooned?”  Maybe the 
disciples stole his body 
and spread the hoax of a 
resurrection?  However, 
if you look at all of the 
evidence, and take into 
account the sheer power of 
the Christian movement, it 
takes more faith to believe 
the resurrection didn’t 

happen!  
While there have always been doubts, questions, and 
sheer refusal to believe the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Bible is remarkably consistent and reliable when it 
comes to Jesus’ victory over the grave.  Christian 
apologist Hank Hanegraaff notes:

Of the many evidences available, none is more 
compelling than the fact that the resurrected 
Christ appeared to over five hundred individuals 
at a single time (1 Corinthians 15:6).  Christ 
appeared to numerous other individuals as 
well, providing “many convincing proofs” 
of His resurrection (Acts 1:3).  Christ in His 
resurrection body was even touched on two 
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occasions (Matthew 28:9; John 20:17), and 
challenged the disciples (Luke 24:39) and 
Thomas (John 20:27) to feel His wounds.  
For those who continue to harbor doubts 
about the veracity of the biblical evidence, 
one need only point to Dr. Simon Greenleaf, 
the greatest authority on legal evidences in 
the 19th century.  It is noteworthy that after 
examining the evidence for the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, Greenleaf suggested that 
any cross-examination of the eyewitness 
testimonies recorded in Scripture would result 
in “an undoubting conviction of their integrity, 
ability, and truth.3

Additionally, theologian and author Dr. Michael 
Horton, notes two, key points about the historicity of 
Easter:

The earliest Christians testified to the following 
elements of the resurrection claim, even to the 
point of martyrdom…

1. Jesus Christ lived, died, and was buried…
Marcus Borg, co-founder of the skeptical 
“Jesus Seminar,” even concedes that Christ’s 
death by Roman crucifixion is “the most 
certain fact about the historical Jesus.”  There 
are numerous attestations to these facts 
from ancient Jewish and Roman sources.  
According to the Babylonian Talmud, 
“Yeshua” was a false prophet hanged on 
Passover eve for sorcery and blasphemy.  No 
less a towering Jewish scholar than Joseph 
Klausner identifies the following references 
to Jesus in the Talmud:  Jesus was a rabbi 
whose mother, Mary (Miriam), was married 
to a carpenter who was nevertheless not the 
natural father of Jesus.  Jesus went with his 
family to Egypt, returned to Judea and made 
disciples, performed miraculous signs by 
sorcery, led Israel astray, and was deserted at 
his trial without any defenders.  On Passover 
eve he was crucified.

The burial of Jesus in the tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathea is mentioned in all four Gospels 
(Mt 27:57; Mk 15:43; Lk 23:50; Jn 19:38-

3  Hank Hanegraaff.  “Jesus’ Resurrection: Miracle or Myth?” See, www.equip.org.

39). This is a specific detail that lends 
credibility to the account.  Furthermore, it’s an 
embarrassing detail that the disciples would 
not likely have forged.  After all, according 
to the Gospels, the disciples fled and Peter 
had even denied knowing Jesus.  Yet here is 
a wealthy and powerful member of the ruling 
Jewish Council (Sanhedrin), coming to Pilate 
to ask for permission to bury Jesus in his 
own tomb.  Adding to the embarrassment, 
according to John 19:38-42, Joseph was 
assisted in the burial by another leader of the 
Pharisees, Nicodemus (who met with Jesus 
secretly in John 3).  Joseph was of such a 
stature that Pilate conceded to deliver the 
body over to him, but only after confirming 
with the centurion that Jesus was in fact dead 
(Mk 15:44-45).

2. Jesus Christ’s tomb was empty after three 
days.

Not even this claim should be controversial 
today since it was acknowledged by Romans 
and Jews as well as by the first Christians.  
Of course, there were widely divergent 
explanations, but there was a remarkable 
consensus on this point.  The Jewish leaders 
claimed that the body was stolen by the 
disciples.  This is asserted in Matthew 28:11-
15)…unable to locate Jesus, dead or alive…
the very fact that they sought alternative 
explanations for the resurrection demonstrates 
that the empty tomb was a historical fact.4

Of course, there are other evidences of the resurrection 
that I have not mentioned here.  Again, as one of 
my professors said to me, “When you look at all the 
evidence of Easter, it takes more faith not to believe 
than to believe!”  Easter is our hope.  Easter is God’s 
promise.  Again, I cite Hank Hanegraaff who makes 
the point so well:

The importance of this event cannot be 
minimized, for Jesus Himself proclaimed that 
His resurrection would prove His power over 
death, and thus His deity (John 2:18-22).  Not 
only that, but Christ’s resurrection is the very 
heart of the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

4  See Michael Horton, “Risen Indeed!”  www.whitehorseinn.org 
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

Yes!  Jesus is alive!  A new day, a new life has begun!  
The early church understood Jesus’ resurrection as the 
central witness to a new act of God in history and the 
victory of God in vindicating Jesus as the Messiah.  
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the central faith 
confession of the early church and became the focal 
point for Christian worship. For the early church, and 
subsequent generations of Christians, Sunday, the first 
day of the week in the ancient world, became the day 
of worship! (See Acts 20:7; Sunday was officially 
proclaimed the day of Christian worship in AD 321). 
Because of Good Friday and Easter, our lives and 
deaths are taken up into Jesus’.  And, the very same 
power that raised Jesus is available for us in the present 
moment.  Because of Easter, everything is different!    
Fifty days after Easter, on the Day of Pentecost, the 
church would be sent out into the world, empowered 
by the promised Holy Spirit, to proclaim the story of 
hope found in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  As Saint Paul writes:

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from 
the dead, how can some of you say that there 
is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there 
is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and 
your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to 
be misrepresenting God, because we testified 
about God that he raised Christ, whom he 
did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised.16 For if the dead are not raised, not even 
Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins.18 Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in 
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are 
of all people most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 
15:12-19)

Where there was futility, now there is hope.  Where 
there was darkness, now there is light.  Where there 
was death, now there is life.  
The spring of God’s new day has come!   
May you and your families have a happy and blessed 
springtime!  
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Spring Sermon Series

Lenten Sermon Series 
(March-April)

Our sermon series during the season of Lent has been, 
“The Last Supper on the Moon: Space, Grace and the 
Death of Jesus.” We are exploring the relationship 
between two, world-changing missions. First, God’s 
mission of sending Jesus Christ to earth to redeem 
and reconcile us to our Heavenly Father. On the night 
before His death, during Jesus’ “last supper” on earth, 
Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Through this Holy Sacrament, God’s means of grace, 
Jesus commanded His follower to remember His death 
and resurrection.   

The second mission: One of the most profound and 
historical missions of mankind: The Apollo 11 lunar 
landing and consequent walking on the Moon! What 
ties these two missions together was the desire of one of 
the Apollo 11 astronauts, Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin: To be 
the first human in history to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion on the moon! God’s salvific mission 
in sending Jesus Christ to live, die, and rise again, 
remembered by believers through the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion, was celebrated by Buzz Aldrin—the 
Last Supper on the Moon! 

 
Guided by the book, “The Last Supper on the Moon” 
by Pastor Levi Lusko, we are examining the nature of 
these two world-changing missions and their unique 
relationship, as well as how Jesus calls us to follow 
Him so that we can grow in faith, hope, and love as 
disciples of Jesus. 

We will end this series as we enter into Holy Week 
and…
  
The Triduum (The Great Three-Days)

April 6th (Holy/Maundy Thursday):  Sermon 
Title: “The Space of Grace.”

April 7th (Good Friday): Sermon Title: “The 
Darkness Descends.”    

April 9th (Easter Sunday): Sermon Title: 
“Victory!”  

Join us during this holy and sacred season of Lent and 
Holy Week, as we seek to deepen our faith, hope, and 
love for God and one another, as well as preparing for 
the great celebration of Jesus’ resurrection! 
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 “Ever Wonder Why?”
 (April-May)

Have you ever had a question(s) so challenging 
you wouldn’t even say it out loud? Or a doubt(s) so 
big you didn’t feel like you could share it—even at 
church? The truth is, “Why?” can be one of the most 
powerful questions in the world! It can lead us to seek 
and explore answers that merely surprise us, affirm an 
already existing belief, and/or radically change our 
lives!  This is certainly true when it comes to questions 
of the Christian faith as well. 

Beginning on Sunday, April 16th, we begin a new 
sermon and Compass series,  Ever Wonder Why?  
Through this series, we will explore some of the more 
challenging questions that are often asked by believers 
and seekers alike. As we ask and explore these often 
asked questions of the Christian faith, we will seek to 
find answers that make an infinite difference in how we 
understand God, faith, and the Bible itself, deepening 
our love for, and obedience to, Jesus Christ.

What if having faith is less about knowing all the right 
answers but more about being willing to come to our 
Lord and ask deep questions? Your questions and 
doubts don’t disqualify you; they might be the doorway 
to a deeper faith. Join us as we ask…

Week 1-April 16th: “Why Did God Let that 
Happen?”                                                                                                                          

Week 2- April 23rd: “Why Hell?”
Week 3- April 30th: “Why Didn’t God Answer My 

Prayer?”  
Week 4- May 7h: “How Can I Trust God?” 

 
Week 5- May 14th (Mother’s Day): “Does God Love 

Me?” 
Week 5- May 21st: “Why Does God Feel Far 

Away?”    
Week 6- May 28th (Pentecost Sunday/Memorial 

Day Weekend): 
“Who is the Holy Spirit?”  

You are encouraged to commit to weekly Worship, 
Scripture study, prayer, and community, as we seek to 
serve our Lord and each other!   
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“Wednesdays in the Word” Wednesday Morning Bible Study
“Who is Jesus?”

Wednesdays 7:00 am to 7:45 am (Livestreamed and Recorded)
Church Sanctuary

Teacher: Pastor Seth

On Wednesday mornings, we have been studying the 
question, Who is Jesus?  Jesus never held a political 
office, never wrote a book, and did not travel more 
than a few hundred miles from His hometown! Yet, 
more books have been written about Him, more art 
dedicated to Him, and more songs written about and 
sung to Him than any other person in human history. 
So, the questions remains, “Who is Jesus to you?”  

As we explore the person, work, and power of Jesus, 
we are studying the culture and history around the 
time of Jesus, as well as the spiritual and political 
expectations that surrounded Jesus. Upcoming subjects 
to be examined are…

•	 The Miraculous Death and Resurrection of 
Jesus.

•	 The Jesus Left Behind.
•	 How We Can Trust and Follow Jesus Today.

Coming Up…
“The Book of Genesis”

In the cannon of Scripture, Genesis is part of the Torah 
(Law) and Pentateuch (“Five books”). Tradition tells us 
that Moses was the author of Genesis, written between 
approximately 1446-1406 BC. The name “Genesis” is 
a transliteration of the Greek word meaning “source, 
origin,” as given in the Septuagint (Greek translation 
of the Old Testament, or LXX). The original Hebrew 
word is berēʾšîṯ, which means, “In the beginning…,” 
the opening words in Genesis. Clearly, the book’s 
purpose is to reveal the origins of the story of God 
and His relationship to this world as revealed through 
the Bible.

Beginning with the story of creation and ending with 
the settling of the Hebrew people in Egypt, Genesis 
gives us history from God’s perspective—His-story! 
This History is divided into two main sections: Genesis 
chapters 1-11, the primeval history; and Genesis 12-50 
the patriarchal history. In addition, we find several key, 
theological themes throughout the book of Genesis:

•	 Creation and the Sovereignty of God.
•	 The Entrance of Human Sin into God’s 

creation.
•	 Covenant/Covenantal Theology.
•	 The Blessings and Cursing’s from the hand of 

God.  

Additionally, this series will examine some of the 
questions and challenges to the Bible generally and 
Genesis specifically.  For example, “What is the 
relationship between creation and science/evolution?”  
“Are the stories in Genesis mythology, or true historical 
experiences, for example, the “flood story?”  “Did all 
people come from Adam and Eve—what about Cain’s 
wife?”  In the midst of all of the questions and debate, 
one of the foundational truths that Genesis tells us is 
that there is only one, true God, and only in Him can 
we trust!  As John Walton puts it: 

We can uncover the message of Genesis by focus-
ing on the picture of God it offers.  The church is 
desperately in need of recovering the view of God 
offered by Genesis. The concept of original sin is 
less about genetics and more about the generous 
dose of paganism inside each one of us.  Genesis 
led a revolution against the universal human pro-
clivity to fabricate gods that could be controlled 
and manipulated. (John H. Walton. The NIV Ap-
plication Commentary: Genesis (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Zondervan, 2001).

The goal of this series will be to explore the nature of 
Genesis and its significance for our understanding of 
God, the world He created, human nature, and God’s 
plan to save and restore humanity and His original 
creation.  

We look forward to seeing you at “Wednesdays in the 
Word!” 
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Baptism at Red Hill
Martin Luther said this about Baptism:  

Indeed if I had the matter under my control, 
I would not want God speak to me from 
heaven or appear to me, but I would want—
and my daily prayers are directed to this 
end—that I might have the proper respect 
and true appreciation for the gift of Baptism.  

So true!  Baptism is the beginning of a life that 
is dedicated to Jesus and 
Jesus’ teachings and ways.  
It  is through Baptism 
that God comes to us and 
washes us, joining us to 
Jesus Christ and to Jesus’ 
church.  
Are you interested in 
Baptizing your child?  
Are you interested in 
being Baptized yourself?  
Perhaps you just have some 
questions about Christian 
Baptism; what it is and 
what it’s about?  If you answered yes to any of these 
questions then you are invited to take the next steps 
for Baptism at Red Hill.  The next steps are:  
If you are an adult or teen, contact Pastor Seth to set 
up a time to discuss your faith journey, your questions, 
and the nature of Baptism as taught in the Lutheran 
Church. After that meeting, we will schedule your 
baptism during one of the two Sunday morning 
Worship services! 
For infants and young children, parents can contact 
Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, Donna Kunz, 
at the Church Office: 714-544-3131 ext.100 or 

dkunz@redhillchurch.org.  You will then be sent a 
Baptism packet which includes:

*A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the 
Baptism process.
*Two booklets: “Welcome to the Family” and 
“A Word to My Sponsor” (God Parents).  
*A Baptism registration form.

You are asked to read 
through these resources 
and share them with your 
prospective sponsors.  
Complete the registration 
form and bring it with you 
when you meet with Pastor 
Seth, which is the next step:  
After reading the materials, 
contact  Donna at  the 
Church Office to make an 
appointment to meet with 
Pastor Seth.   
During your  meet ing 

with the Pastor, he will provide an overview of 
Christian Baptism and the Service of Holy Baptism 
as administered in the Lutheran Church, as well as an 
opportunity to ask any questions you may have from 
the readings. After this meeting, the Baptism can be 
scheduled during one of the two Sunday morning 
Worship services. (Sponsors are welcome to attend 
the meeting with Pastor Seth, but it is not mandatory)
If you have any questions, contact Donna Kunz or 
Pastor Seth at the church office.  May our Lord guide 
you in this significant step in your Christian life!
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Fast Focus
By Cyndi Tully, Administrator

Why do we fast at Lent?
Because Catholics do?  Just to say we did?  To be 
healthier?
I always figured fasting for Lent was a Catholic and Old 
Testament thing when I was a child and young adult.  
Then I went to a Lutheran church and found people 
who routinely gave up sugar or chocolate or something 
for lent.  This didn’t seem like fasting.  Fasting to me 
was not eating for a period of time.  Like breaking a 
fast with breakfast.  Being the researcher I am, I set out 
to learn what I could and whether I should be doing 
this special Spiritual Discipline.
Talking to the people who were “fasting” for Lent, 
came back with a few reoccurring reasons.  

•	 “I like to focus on a healthier diet”.  
•	 “My family has always done something.  This 

year I am…”  
•	 “I want to stop ______ (a bad habit) so I 

thought this would be a good time to start.”
Was this all that fasting was?  Stopping something that 
is bad for you?  That didn’t sound right to me.  So I went 
back to my motto, “when in doubt, read the Bible.”

Philippians 4:6 NASB
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.
Not quite right…
Matthew 6:16-18
“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the 
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their 
fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint 
your head and wash your face, that your fasting may 
not be seen by others but by your Father who is in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you.”
Well, this verse says to fast in secret.  Yet some of the 
people I know who give up something for Lent, made 
it a badge of honor.  But fasting is something that Jesus 
said to do.  So…I keep looking.
Luke 4:1-4
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 
for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate 
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nothing during those days. And when they were ended, 
he was hungry. The devil said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 
And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not 
live by bread alone.’”
But that’s JESUS.  I knew I couldn’t go 40 days without 
food and still be standing, much less be nice to anyone!  
Also, the type of fasting I was seeing was not fasting 
from everything, but fasting of specific things that the 
person liked.  
But I had to be getting closer.
Isaiah 58:6-7
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds 
of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is 
it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring 
the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 
naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from 
your own flesh?
Well, that was very Isaiah (The prophet, not our Praise 
Band Worship Leader)!  Can we find something a 
little less depressing?  But this has some good points.  
Looking at others to see how I could help them.  
I kept searching.
Joel 2:12-13
“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me 
with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.
Oh, so fasting was to help us turn toward God! 
Philippians 4:12-13
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content 
in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this 
through him who gives me strength.
Paul is good at reminding us what is most important, 
Jesus.  God can and will supply our needs and all He 
asks is to focus on Him.

Fasting is focusing on God and others.  Turning away 
from our wants and even our needs, so God can show 
us how He fulfills them all.  So how does giving up 
chocolate (the most popular answer when asked about 
giving up something for Lent) help to lead anyone to 
focus on Jesus, God and others?  Reminders and time.  
Remembering why you are not having that chocolate 
chip cookie puts your focus back on the important 
things.  The more you focus on things outside yourself, 
the more God can use you in the lives of others.  
With this new perspective, I came to the decision 
fasting was giving time back to God so He could focus 
me.  It wasn’t about food or lack thereof; it was about 
focus.  Taking the time that would be used for meals, 
video games, or TV, and using it for God.  Whether that 
was an extra bible study or assisting a new parent or 
taking the time to have a conversation with someone.  
Fasting for me is about focus.
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Follow the Recipe
By Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship

Following the recipe, for the most part, is easy when 
you have all the right ingredients and resources you 
need to complete the dish that you are looking forward 
to creating. But, what do you do when you need to 
make something, but are limited to the ingredients 
you have on hand, not the ones that you wish you had. 
In the “real” world you make something different or 
modify the dish, right? 

What does all this have to do with Music in worship? 
Well, believe it or not, a lot. Each week one of our 
joys and challenges is to craft songs that are close 
to the originals. Sounds easy enough… except for 
the fact that worship music has become increasingly 
more complicated. More instruments, more complex 
rhythms, and more technology that one must have a 
degree in rocket science to decipher (Ken Hays, are 
you there?) 

These things don’t come easy. They are hard won by 
our volunteers working incredibly hard to recreate the 
music on the radio that all of us enjoy. Plus, with more 
polished and professional music that accompanies 
everything that we watch on TV, listen to on the radio 
and experience in most facets of life, there is a looming 
fear that we are going to ruin it by not doing it perfect. 
How do we deal with a greater and greater demand 
for professionalism and 
perfection? To be honest, 
I’m not sure. 

The best that we can do is to 
live in the tension of what 
we want and hope to create, 
and the tension of what 
time and talents we actually 
have and to encourage one 
another. However, this fear 
can - and does - mess with 
one’s head! 

I recently played drums 
during Sunday worship. I 
am not a drummer, as my 
wife will quickly tell you…  

but, with our two inhouse drummers on vacation, 
we had to create the recipe of worship with what we 
had available – a mediocre drummer (honestly, this 
is not me being self-deprecating). I was so nervous 
and fearful. I know all I had to bring to the table was 
“refrigerator art”. This is the art only a mother could 
love, so she hangs it on the refrigerator. Don’t get me 
wrong, we are so very fortunate to have a deep talent 
pool at Red Hill. It’s amazing. 

We have lots of multi-instrumentalists and so we 
are able to cover a lot of ground. But, being human, 
and performing in front of people and God, we still 
get spooked and nervous each week. These men and 
women work incredibly hard to bring us the best they 
can in worship. The greatest encouragement that we 
get is from the community who writes letters, sends 
emails or comes up to us after the service to let us 
know they appreciated what we brought. This keeps 
us going and helps to put our heads and hearts in the 
right place. 

Many thanks to those who have said “Thank You” and 
a few who have been financially generous to the team 
of people as a way of saying “Thanks.” We deeply, 
deeply appreciate it. 
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“His Little Feet” International Children’s Choir and Scout Sunday 
at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School

By Rebecca Walter
In February, Red Hill Lutheran Church and School had 
the honor of hosting the international children’s choir 
“His Little Feet” for the third time.

His Little Feet travels the United States being the voice 
for orphaned and vulnerable children worldwide. The 
choir is comprised of a hand-selected group of children 
from around the globe. Each live concert performance 
event includes powerful testimonies from the children’s 
life experiences, several songs in both English as 
well as in the children’s native tongues, mixed with 
a culturally unique, Gospel-centered message.  The 
purpose of His Little Feet is to give a voice to the 
millions of children around the world who do not have 
a voice, and to equip people to practically respond 
to the needs of orphaned and vulnerable children 
worldwide.

Through His Little Feet, children around the world in 
need are helped, loved and trained in the following 
ways:

•	 Children in His Little Feet are given the life 
changing opportunity to be a part of the His 
Little Feet International Children’s Choir. 
While the children are in the choir they 
also participate in the His Little Feet Life 
Training Academy where they are tutored 
and trained in academics, performing arts 
and life skills.

•	 Children in 26 countries around the world 
receive an education, medical care, and 
the opportunity to hear about Jesus and be 
encouraged to develop a lifelong relationship 
with God.

•	 Children in orphanages all around the world 
including the Bahamas, Bolivia, Costa Rica, 
China, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Mexico, Rwanda, Uganda, Ukraine, the 
United States, are visited and cared for by 
loving Christian adults.

•	 Children in China, India, Haiti, Kyrgyzstan 
and the United States who need a family are 
given permanent families.

His Little Feet gave three live concerts while they 
visited Red Hill Lutheran--one on Friday for the 
school, and one at each of the two morning church 
services.  Their visit coincided with Scout Sunday, 
where Red Hill Lutheran’s American Heritage Girls, 
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts were honored at the 
10:00am service.  After this service, the three scout 
groups worked side-by-side in the CLC to serve His 
Little Feet choir members and staff lunch, and then 
all scouts got to sit, eat, and enjoy the company of the 
special guests at mixed tables.  All in all, 80 people 
enjoyed lunch together, and the scouts were honored 
after lunch with a special “thank you” song sung to 
them by the choir members.
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From the Darkness of  Winter Into the New Light of  Spring
By Phil Gaylor and Beth Stoffregen, Youth and Family Ministries Directors

, 
Spring is a great time of the year that brings fresh 
opportunities. Gardens get cleaned up. Dreams of 
spring break are just around the corner. Strawberry 
season is in full swing. Baseball Spring Training 
begins. The celebration of Easter brings new life.

As we move out of our winter season, Youth and 
Family Ministry is starting to see more families 
engage in our different ministry areas. We are starting 
to see new life on the patio on Sunday mornings with 
intergenerational conversations and connections being 
made.  Both children and adults are being consistent 
in worship, fellowship and service. We have also seen 
them participate in a number of different classes that 
include: new member, baptism, first communion, and 
confirmation resulting in families desiring to take the 
next steps of their spiritual journey; thus, growing in 
their relationship with Jesus.

Nursery Ministry
After being shuttered for many, many months, our 
Nursery Ministry was able to reopen its doors last 
fall. Under the direction and supervision of Mrs. 
Jessica Gonzalez and Mrs. Felisa Santos, this ministry 
provides a welcoming, nurturing atmosphere for 
nursery and preschool age children of our members and 
visitors, from six weeks old through four years of age. 
8th Grade RHL student Tristan Hickey also serves on 
this team offering loving care and support to the team 
and ministry as needed.

Nursery Care is offered during both worship services 
on Sunday morning as well as during mid-week classes 
when requested. Our Nursery Ministry Team strives 
to creatively teach biblical truths and share the love of 
Jesus with these youngest little ones through a variety 
of age appropriate activities. Our goal is to teach them 
the tremendous truths about God and His love for them. 
It has been so exciting to see this ministry undergo a 
rebirth. It is growing and flourishing. Each week more 
and more families are finding connection with this 
ministry and with each other. 

Nursery Ministry
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K.I.D.S. Ministry 
In November, we offered a Baptism Class for anyone 
who was ready to be baptized or for those who wanted 
to learn more about baptism. This class was led by 
Pastor Seth and whole families attended. Subsequently, 
many children and adults have been baptized in the last 
couple of months.

In January, Pastor Seth led a First Communion Class for 
kids in 2nd Grade and older. who desired information 
about Communion and for those who were ready to 
receive their First Communion. Whole families were 
invited to attend and as a result, 13 children from our 
Red Hill Church and School community received their 
First Communion on Sunday, January 29th.

In recent weeks, K.I.D.S. Ministry has seen an increase 
in regular attendance on Sunday mornings as well as 
more engagement and connection with children and 
families. It is so wonderful to see such growth in our 
children and families. Just this past Sunday as I was 
announcing our upcoming Palm Sunday Springfest 
celebration, I heard one of the kids shout out to all the 
other kids, “That was so much fun last year! I can’t 
wait to go again this year!” As we approach Holy 
Week and Easter and using these same words, “I can’t 
wait to see all that God will do in and among us as we 
continue to growth and flourish in K.I.D.S. Ministry!”

Preschool and Kindergarten Small group

First and Second Grade Small group

Third Grade Small group

Fourth and Fifth Grade Small group
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Student Ministry
It has been an exciting winter as Student ministry 
started to come back to life and rebuild. Our great 
team of volunteers, Jessica Hickey, Noah Wieland, 
and Tim Rivera, have been building relationships with 
our students that extends beyond our regular weekly 
meetings. In January, we started something new by 
having an “eighth grade only” winter retreat at Forest 
Home. During that time, we spent many hours getting 
to know each other and having a blast learning about 
how God can turn us around to Him in our lives. Then 
we did it all again in February but this time with all of 
our middle school students. These types of events and 
experiences help us to not only bring ourselves closer 
to each other, but also in our relationship with Christ. 

Currently, we are meeting together with a small group 
of students as they prepare for the Rite of Confirmation 
on June 4th. Just a few days ago, we headed to Astro 
Camp with RHL’s 6th grade students. On Wednesday 
nights, we are joining in with the mid-week Lenten 
dinners. On Wednesday, March 29th, our Middle 
School students are preparing and serving a potato 
bar for the final mid-week Lenten dinner. Everyone is 
invited. Finally, we are preparing for our Springfest 
celebration which will bring all generations together 
on Sunday, April 2nd.

As we head into spring we will continue to minister to 
all our students, from infancy through the adult phase, 
offering more opportunities to grow and deepen our 
relationships with each other and with Jesus. In doing 
so, we invite you to join us in prayer and in service 
in support of the work God is doing in and among us.

As our children and families grow spiritually, so 
does our ministry needs. We are looking to expand 
our leadership team in all areas of Youth and Family 
Ministry. Whether you love to hold babies, see the 
world through a toddler’s eyes, read a book with 
a preschool student, play a game with a younger 
elementary student, listen to and share personal stories 
with a preteen or hang out with a teenager, there is 
something for everyone.

Matthew 9:36-38, says: “When he saw the crowds, he 
had compassion for them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples,`The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

Will you prayerfully consider joining us in the amazing 
work God is doing within our growing Red Hill 
Community? We pray you will join us as we grow 
together in Christ!



redhillchurch.org Page 21

Our students had a blast in Forest Home for Winter 
Camp!
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Acts Of  Appreciation Baby Supply 
Drive

Acts of Appreciation was started as a means of showing 
gratitude for the sacrifices made by servicemen and 
women, and their families,  protecting our nation’s 
freedoms.  It is an organization whose mission is “to 
show God’s love and share appreciation with thousands 
of soldiers and their families.” One of the ministries 
of Acts of Appreciation is the “Baby Moses Basket” 
ministry, which provides families stationed at Camp 
Pendleton a large basket filled with baby supplies 
and a children’s Bible.  This ministry is an especially 
thoughtful one, as most of the mothers giving birth 
are away from their extended families and deployed 
husbands, and often don’t have the financial resources 
to buy all the necessary baby supplies.

Because Easter is a time of celebrating new life in Jesus 
Christ, Red Hill Lutheran Church and School is hosting 
a Baby Supply Drive to help these military families 
celebrate the new life of their little ones.  If you would 
like to participate, please bring any of the following 
new baby items to our Springfest event on April 2nd: 
diapers, sized 3 to 12 months, wipes, clothing, sized 3 
to 12 months, and baby-safe stuffed animals.  

A card-making table will be hosted at the Springfest 
event so you can create a personal greeting card which 
will be included in the Baby Moses Baskets.  
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O.C. Parenting Awards for Red Hill Lutheran School
Over the past number of years, our wonderful school 
has been blessed and recognized by various publica-
tions and community awards in our region. This year 
was no different! We are so honored that O.C. Par-
enting Magazing recognized the following educators, 
pictured here clockwise:

Top OC School Leader - Mrs. Annie Caamano
Top OC School Teacher - Mrs. Colette Hammer
Top OC School Employee - Mrs. Caroline Elias

Congratulations to our three, well-deserving Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School collegues! 
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the grapevine

Christmas Eve at Red Hill is always a glorious time of cel-
ebration!  Christmas Eve, 2022, was no different! Kids of all 
ages enjoyed the Live Nativity and dressing up as angels and 
shepherds to commemorate that awesome night in Bethlehem! 
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This page clockwise: 

Christmas Eve worship 
services, led by Pastor Seth, 

were celebrated with 

candlelight. 

On January 29th, twelve 
children celebrated the Sac-
rament of First Communion.
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Upper left: On February 5th, His Little Feet 
returned to Red Hill for the first time since 

before the pandemic!

During the season of 
Epiphany, we were blessed 

to have many baptisms! 
We welcome our sisters and 

brothers in Christ!
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Associated Student Body of  RHLS
The Red Hill ASB, under the advisement of Ms. 
Deana Occhipinti, has had a busy season in service 
to RHLS. In January, they kicked off 2023 by taking 
a   “Leadership the Disney Way”  class through the 
Imagination Campus at Disneyland, followed by 
hosting a Middle School Social, “The Snow Ball.” 
It was a great afternoon of “ball” themed snacks, a 
gourmet hot cocoa bar , dancing, games, fellowship and 
fun! ASB then turned their surplus of snacks and drinks 
into a hospitality opportunity while serving lunch and 
playing with the children in the choir of His Little Feet! 
February also brought the opportunity to celebrate 
and serve the special guests on Grandparent/VIP Day 
at RHLS! ASB students acted as RHLS ambassadors 
to our very special guests by serving them coffee and 
treats, passing out achievement prizes, and guiding 
them through our campus. 
The ASB tech team has been on hand every week to 
live-stream our chapel services and provides monthly 
CCQ and promo videos to educate and inform RHLS 
students.  March brought the hosting of “Literacy 
Week” with 5 dress-up days highlighting children’s 
books that were fun AND explored individual 
uniqueness, bravery, classic literature and Dr. Suess’s 
birthday. ASB members finished off “Literacy Week 
‘’ with a field trip to Orange County Rescue Mission 
where they brought book donations and spent time 
reading to its resident children. All along, ASB has 
continued their yearly study of Habitudes, by Tim 
Elmore.  They use the SEL lessons learned in this 
program to create monthly Faith Families Lessons 
which are shared to our entire RHLS K-8 community.  
ASB looks forward to putting more of these lessons 
to use, creating fun events and serving RHLS  during 
Trimester 3. 
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The Impact and Reach of  Monthly Philanthropies
By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Program Director

Start children off on the way they should go, and even 
when they are old they will not turn from it.  Proverbs 
22:6
We have been blessed to be part of God’s work around 
the world through a variety of philanthropies this year.  
Each month we have a different focus and opportunity 
to pray, give and make a difference.  The students and 
families have shown interest and enthusiasm with each 
new opportunity.  Already in 2023 we have:

•	 Supported our Wycliffe Bible 
Translator missionaries, Matt and Emily 
Terhune and heard about the work 
they are doing in Papua New Guinea 

•	 Been touched by the ministry of His Little Feet 
and supported them with chapel offerings, by 
providing home stays for their entire team 
and raising awareness and support through 
a huge Tie Dye fundraiser that will help us 
send more than $1,000 to their ministry 

•	 This month we have been supporting RHLS 
alumna, Ruth (St. George) Holland and her 
husband Ryan, who are missionaries with 
CRU (formally Campus Crusade for Christ.  
Students are trying to raise enough money 
to pay for 500 Easter Candy Bags for Ruth 
and Ryan to hand out to college students 
at Oregon State University while sharing 
the Good News of Jesus with them too! 

April will bring our annual Rise Against Hunger Meal 
Packing event (look for the Save the Date and your 
invitation to join us in this issue of The Vine) and 
in May we will raise support for the Orange County 
Rescue Mission.  
What a privilege to be part of sharing the work of 
Christian ministries with our amazing students and 
families!  But to be honest, sometimes I am more 
focused on what is coming next to notice how all this 
is impacting our children.  
Today, God brought a reminder of all He is doing 
right to my office.  I have been eating lunch with 
one of our kindergarten students who had gotten in 

the habit of throwing 
away her lunch so she 
could go out and play 
quicker. For the past 
few weeks, we have 
been sitting together, 
chatting, eating and 
learning to take the food 
that we don’t eat home 
so mom and dad can 
know what not to send.  
Today we were sitting 
and the little girl looked 
at me with wide eyes 
and said, “You know Miss. Caroline, in China many 
people don’t have Bibles.  We really need to pray for 
the people in China to know about Jesus.”   Wow!  She 
understood the problem and knew the solution was 
something we could bring to God through prayer.  I 
was so touched by how God has been working in her 
heart to care about the things He cares so much about.  
Please join me in praying for all our students to be 
shaped by our monthly philanthropies – may the habit 
of generosity, service and caring about people like 
Jesus stay with us all every day of our lives.  
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 An Out-Of-This-World Experience at Astrocamp!
By Matthew Smith, Middle School Teacher

This month, RHLS 6th graders will head to Astrocamp for 
an outdoor education trip that is truly out of this 
world!  Astrocamp is located on an incredible property 
in Idyllwild, surrounded by pristine forests and a 
magical night sky!  It’s an inspiring setting for students 
to explore the marvels of our physical world and truly 
experience the intentionality with which God created 
our universe! Along for the journey will be Mr. Gaylor, 
Miss Beth, Mrs. Coggins, and Mr. Smith
 

Astrocamp offers RHL students a variety of 
opportunities to explore physical science in a truly 
memorable and hands-on way.  A handful of the 
classes we’ll get to choose from include Building 
and Launching Rockets. During our rocketry lessons, 
students learn the science of aerodynamics and 
propulsion, and design and build their own rocket from 
a 2-liter bottle.  Their rocket is then put to the test on 
the Astrocamp launch-pads, where student projectile 
flight times are recorded to approximate the height 
of their rockets’ apex. Student groups will also be 
challenged to design and build a landing mechanism for 
a cosmic lander, and test it on one of several simulated 
planetary surfaces.  Additionally, students explore 
properties of gravity, electricity, lights and lasers, and 
atmosphere and gases, all through a variety of expert-
led experiments and demonstrations.
 

Mrs. Coggins and I can’t wait to see what God has in 
store for us on our return to Astrocamp (this will be 
my 3rd visit and Mrs. 
Coggins’ 2nd visit), 
while Mr. Gaylor and 
Miss Beth are excited 
about the opportunity 
to experience it for 
the first time!  One of 
the most impressive 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
o f  A s t r o c a m p  i s 
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f 
their camp counselors. 
We›ve always been 
extremely impressed 
by their qualifications 
and expertise, with 
most having advanced 

degrees in physics, astrophysics, astronomy, 
mathematics, engineering, or a combination of those. 
It is humbling and inspiring to have the opportunity to 
learn from so many brilliant individuals who simply 
enjoy sharing the wonders of our God›s creation with 
young minds!  
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Fifth Grade Science Camp
                    By Joyce Westenhofer, M. Ed, National Board Candidate/Fifth Grade Teacher

Science camp is one of the most memorable educational 
experiences that fifth graders never forget; not 
just for the “hands on” experiences that bring 
learning to life, but more so for the friendships and 
community-building activities that flourish in a camp 
environment. I still remember my teacher at science 
camp teaching us Rock In(igneous) My(metamorphic) 
Shoe(sedimentary). Our fifth graders are eager and 
excited to attend science camp again this year for a 
chance to enhance the lessons learned in class, and 
for an opportunity to grow in their relationship with 
Christ and each other.

This year will present various learning opportunities in 
aquatics, astronomy, and botany. The interconnectedness 
of every part of ecosystems is fascinating and proves 
God has a plan for all of nature. Students will get to 
interact with the Palomar ecosystem to take chemical 
and biological assessments to determine factors of 
a healthy habitat. In this activity, students will also 
understand and appreciate our essential water cycle. To 
frontload our solar system unit, we will study the sun, 
planets, and earth’s systems. As we gaze among the 
stars at night, we will be reminded of God’s vastness 
and abundant love for us! Lastly, we will learn about 
the structure and benefits of plants, including the 
process of photosynthesis. We will collect data and 
analyze differences in certain types of trees.
 
What is camp without team building?! Students 
will work as a team on a low ropes course to build 
communication skills, perseverance, kindness, and 

patience. This fun and interactive activity helps 
students collaborate, encourage one another, and 
sharpen biblical character qualities. Free time activities 
will include archery, ziplining, and more! This fun, 
Christ-centered camp will be a great way to unplug 
and worship our Lord in His beautiful creation. It’s 
sure to be a great time!
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God Bless Our Grandparents!
On February 16th, Red Hill Lutheran School held its 
annual Grandparent/VIP Day.  Over the years, this 
Kindergarten through 5th grade event has become very 
popular among school families.  The Grandparents/
VIPs had an amazing time being welcomed on the 
church patio and hosted for a Patriotic Program in the 
Church Sanctuary.  Grandparents/VIPs then went to the 
classrooms and were shown around by their students 
in an Open House format.
 
Admissions Director, Mrs. Lori Browne, along with the 
school office team, Mrs. Jill St. George, Mrs. Maggie 
Radmacher, Mrs. Liz Weber and Mrs. Tawnia Bair, 
coordinated this special patriotic event.  Grandparents 
started their morning on the church patio with 
coffee, fruit and pastries while our Red Hill Lutheran 
School String Orchestra played in the background.  
Grandparents loved the performance from our students 
with songs about America.  

When Grandparents RSVP’d for this event, they shared 
interesting life facts.  Principal Marquardt honored 
over 100 of the guests by awarding them with gifts for 

designations of who has the most grandchildren, who 
have been married the longest, who had travelled the 
farthest to attend the event, and who was wisest of all 
(which means oldest).  We also recognized those who 
have served in the military, worked in education and 
nursing, and have been missionaries.  

This event is, and over the years, has always been, 
a great opportunity for our school to reach many 
members of extended families of our students who 
may not know much about our school or church.  It 
was truly enjoyed by all!
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RHLS Performing Arts Department  
The RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD) has 
already had a busy and fun year! 
Since our winter Vine article, our students and 
ensembles have shared multiple performances with 
our community. 

In February, our kindergarten through 5th grade 
students shared a beautiful patriotic performance, 
choreographed by Ms. Deana Occhipinti, as part 
of our annual Grandparents/VIP Day celebration. 
At Grandparents Day, a handful of our 5th graders 
braved the wind to play folk tunes and patriotic tunes 
while the grandparents arrived and had coffee. Our 
Redeemed Handbell Ensemble, directed by Mrs. Laura 
Lodin, led the congregation in our National Anthem. 
Singspiration, also directed by Mrs. Lodin, performed 
an arrangement of America the Beautiful. 

On March 6th, our String Orchestra, under the direction 
of Mr. Ben Hunter, had the opportunity to participate 
in Disney’s Instrumental Soundtrack Workshop. The 
students worked with a Disney teaching artist, and 
learned music received that day at the Disney studios. 
Students recorded music, using microphones and 
headphones, to achieve the full experience of what 
it would be like to work as a freelance musician in 
a recording session. The students then got to watch 
a short Disney clip with their own music in the 
background! Such a great experience. As a reward, 
the students spent the rest of the day at Disneyland!

RHLS PAD students have many more opportunities 
still to come before the end of the year. 
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March 31- “God Made You Special” featuring RHLS 
Kinder-2nd graders 
1:00pm in the Sanctuary

April 21 - “The Journey of the Noble Gnarble” featuring 
RHLS 3rd-5th graders 
6:30 PM in the Sanctuary

April 27 - Middle School Performing Arts Showcase 
featuring RHLS MS electives, Drama, Concert Band, 
Handbells, and Praise Band
6:30 PM in the CLC

April 28 - Music in the Parks Festival Competition 
featuring Singspiration
Time TBA at Knott’s Berry Farm

May 12 - Music in the Parks Festival Competition 
featuring RHLS MS Concert Band
Time TBA at Knott’s Berry Farm

May 19 - RHLS Spring Night of Praise Concert 
featuring String Orchestra and Singspiration 
6:30 PM in the Sanctuary

May 20 - Southern California Christian Schools Honor 
Ensembles Concert featuring select 4th-8th grade 
instrumentalists from local private schools.
Time TBA at Concordia University Irvine

It is such a blessing working with RHLS students. God 
is doing great things in their lives, and we love to see 
them glorify Him through their elementary and middle 
school journey.

In Christ,

Mr. Ben Hunter (Instrumental Music)
Mrs. Laura Lodin (Choral Music/
Classroom Music/Handbells)
Ms. Deana Occhipinti (Theatre Arts/
Drama)
Mr. Isaiah Coughran (Praise Band)
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Research-Based Instruction at RHLS: UCI Writing Project
By Lisa Tarkoff, MS Teacher/Assistant Principal

Established in 1978, the UCI Writing Project’s  mission has 
been “to improve student reading and writing by improving 
quality instruction.”  Since 2007, I have been working with 
an esteemed cohort of kindergarten through post-secondary, 
public and private school teachers to study and practice 
research-based instructional methods. A partnership 
with the UCI and National Writing Project has positively 
impacted Red Hill Lutheran School students as it has been 
implemented not only in the middle school classrooms, 
but also schoolwide due to RHLS teachers’ commitment 
to professional growth and development. 

As part of the UCI Writing Program, I have participated in 
a variety of endeavors that have advanced my instructional 
practice and have directly supported writing instruction at 
RHLS.

My work with the National Writing Project’s College Ready 
Writers Program has led to RHLS Alumni reports indicating 
that students felt highly prepared for the demands of high 
school and college writing.

This past year, I have been working with the Pathway to 
Academic Success to write a curriculum unit that capitalizes 
on the reading-writing connection while addressing literary 
analysis standards and supporting students’ social emotional 
learning. Red Hill students strengthened their metacognitive 
reading strategies and learned how to use these in their 
own writing, internalizing the idea that “Good Readers are 
Good Writers.”

A commitment to quality writing instruction has allowed 
Red Hill Lutheran School to be seen by a larger audience. 
RHLS student work has been featured in these books: 
Thinking Tools for Young Readers and Writers: Strategies 
to Promote Higher Literacy in Grades 2–8 and Helping 
English Learners to Write: Meeting Common Core 
Standards, Grades 6–12.  I have been blessed to be able 
to share this work to our community, particularly through 
presentations to districts such as Anaheim Union High 
School; Norwalk-La Mirada; Lynwood Unified; the Pacific 
Southwest District, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod; and 
the Lutheran Educators Conference. 

Most recently, I was asked to develop and implement a 
unit called “The Memory Snapshot Paper.” This lesson 
was professionally filmed at RHLS over the course of three 
class periods and will serve as an instructional model for 
the Council of the Great City Schools, which serves the 
76 largest urban school districts and 33% of the English 
Learners in the nation. Red Hill Lutheran School provided 
content that will be on a 10 module digital and video-based 
curriculum on a Canvas platform for a series of courses 
called Helping English Learners to Write: The Pathway to 
Academic Success.
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The video link below shares some of the highlights, 
including students learning about sensory details, zooming 
in on a moment, a writing celebration, and student and 
teacher interviews. Our film crew and visitors from UCI 
were so impressed with our students: their respectful 
behavior, enthusiasm, participation, and interest in learning. 
Through this video, you will see the types of hands-on, 
interactive lessons that are a hallmark of the RHLS program, 
where we strive to engage learners while promoting critical 
thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity.

Video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AcASHp3RoUM

With all this, we give the glory to God, whose graciousness 
has provided us with the resources, opportunities, talents, 
and abilities to develop our students so that they can go out 
and be faithful disciples. We are grateful that we can be a 
light in the world so that others may know God’s Truth 
through our works. 
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 New Life
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

We love to teach our preschool students about new 
life. We, as Christian educators, have the wonderful 
opportunity to point our students to God and all the 
miraculous things He provides us and continues 
to provide us with daily. Through our Life Cycle 
lessons we can dive deep into just how amazing God’s 
creations are. Spring is the perfect time to explore new 
life. A fun science experience we are doing in preschool 
is hatching real chicken eggs. There is new life inside 
a fertilized egg! 
What are some things the children learn from this 
experience?

•	 Life Cycles 
•	 Patience
•	 Responsibility
•	 Hygiene
•	 Gentleness
•	 God’s amazing creations
•	 Cooperation
•	 Time

On Thursday, February 9th each preschool classroom 
received their own small incubator and fertilized 
chicken eggs. The children will be able to observe 
the eggs and learn all about the proper environment 
for the eggs to grow and hatch. We will closely 
watch our countdown calendars with excitement and 
anticipation. It usually takes about 21 days for the 
chicks to begin to peck through their shells (patience). 
Once the chicks hatch and are ready, we will remove 
them from the incubator and place them in a brooder 
for observation and gentle handling (responsibility, 
hygiene, gentleness, & cooperation). We are so excited 
to see which incubator will start hatching baby chicks 
first. Tiny Tots? Pre-K? TK? Our eggs are scheduled 
to hatch just in time for our units about Farm Life, 
Life Cycles, and Holy Week.  After the children have 
spent a week with the newly hatched baby chicks, Miss 
Annie will return them to the Wagon Train, in Orange, 
where they find new homes for the baby chicks. This 
is such a fun experience for the children with a lot of 
quality learning.

It is such an eggciting time in preschool. 
All life cycles include birth, growth, reproduction, 
and death.  God is an intelligent creator and just as he 
has designed these creatures to transform and change, 
He also designed each of us to transform physically, 
intellectually, and spiritually.  Our prayer is that each of 
our students will undergo a metamorphosis spiritually 
and will grow to continue to know Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior. 

Baby chicks are not grown chickens; there is still a lot of growth to 
take place.  
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RHLS Makes Its On-Screen Debut!
By Sara Bridgman, Middle School S.T.E.M Teacher

Lights, camera, action!  RHLS will be on the big 
screen! Last school year, the STEM students participate 
in a national competition called, Future Cities. The 
competition aimed to showcase innovative ideas and 
fresh perspectives of young STEM students as they 
worked together to design and build a sustainable 
city of the future to meet the demands of our ever 
changing world.  RHLS stood out by accepting four 
category awards! In addition, IMAX Studios’ attention 
was drawn to our students’ interest, creativity, and 
personalities, and asked if a small group of participating 
students would be featured in their documentary film. 
In addition, the filming took place on the grounds 
of RHLS in our wonderful middle school science 
classroom. 

The film’s producers 
w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r 
young minds who were 
passionate about science, 
technology, engineering, 
and math,  and who 
wanted to make a positive 
impact on the world. 
They found exactly what 
they were looking for in 
this group of bright and 
talented students. The 
film will be played in 
at the Irvine Spectrum 
this October. This is an 
incredible opportunity 
for our school to reach 
the community and 
beyond highlighting our 
school values and faith 
in the Lord. 
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Altar Guild Ministries 
By Patti Sullivan, Altar Guild Coordinator

The sanctuary and the narthex were so beautiful at Christmas.  The Christmas tree, poinsettias and the 
wreaths made the sanctuary breath taking.  It filled the sanctuary with awe.  It seems that as soon as we put 
up the trees and all of the other decorations, the New Year arrives, and we have to take everything down!
Just like our homes, once we remove the décor, it looks a little bare. 
However, the church calendar prepares us for more beauty in the Sanctuary.

As we look ahead to February and March, we prepare for Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday, the start of 
the season and journey to Lent. On Ash Wednesday, the old, rugged cross is put up on the altar, draped in the 
purple veil to remind us of what Jesus did for us. The color of Lent is purple, symbolizing Jesus’ royalty and 
our penitence.  When Lent ends, Holy Week begins.  

The Altar Guild once again becomes very busy.  Holy Week begins another transformation in the Sanctuary. 
It is exciting to be a part of preparing the Sanctuary for the members and families to enjoy, as well as 
focusing on Holy Week and Easter.  

This year Palm Sunday falls on April 2nd. We will once again have one service at 10:00am, followed by 
Red Hill’s second, annual Springfest celebration.

Holy Week begins with Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  The Altar Guild team assembles and prepares 
the sanctuary for these days.  We prepare for these days by filling the candles for Sunday, cleaning and 
dusting the sanctuary, as well as preparing for the additional days of worship.  The Altar Guild also provides 
Pastor Seth with the items needed for each of those Holy days.  Easter is another festive and fun time for 
decorating the sanctuary.  The sanctuary is filled with lilies and a garden variety of beautiful and colorful 
flowers. The Easter services are April 9 and will begin at 6:30am outside on the patio courtyard and at 
8:30am and 10:00am in the sanctuary.
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Missions Update: The Bartolos’

Hello everyone, we hope that you are doing well. 
We are now in the US and enjoying time with our 
family in Nebraska. The travel went well, it was so 
nice to be able to be on planes and in airports without 
masks for the first time in years! We are so happy 
to be back in the states for a few months. We have 
churches planned for almost every Sunday until June, 
we still have a few dates to figure out, but it is super 
exciting to think of all the people we will be able to 
see while we are back. We are so incredibly grateful 
for each and every one of our churches and sponsors 
who have stood beside us through these past 5 years 
that God has allowed us to serve in Burkina so far. We 
know with all our hearts that God has a plan for our 
ministry, and we trust Him completely with our lives, 
and the lives we can help and serve. The girls have 
been so happy to be back with family and enjoying 
time here in the states. It is always a refreshing time 
to come back. Please get a hold of us if you have a 
group or event you would like us to speak at, or if you 
would like to just spend time with us, we would love 
to share what the Lord is doing and to catch up with 
all of you that we love so much.
 

This month will be speaking at the Church of God 
in Trenton (March 12), First Congregational Church 
(March 19), and the Assembly of God in McCook 
(March 26). Please join us any of those Sundays, as 
we share and worship our God together, we would 
love to see you! I am sharing part of a song that has 
touched my heart this month a lot, it just keeps bless-
ing me over and over, I hope it blesses you too. 
 
“It won't be long, we will behold Him and every tear, 
He'll wipe away. We'll be at home, the war will be 
over, soon we will meet our Savior face to face. And 
every burden will be lifted in His presence, every tro-
phy will be laid down at His feet. There is a name that 
reigns above all others. Jesus Christ, the King above 
all kings. And all our worship will belong to You for-
ever. Holy, holy, for all eternity! Yours is the name 
that reigns above all others! Jesus Christ, the King 
above all kings!” – There is a King by Brandon Lake/
Elevation Worship
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School/Sponsorship/Joseph Project Update
We just got word a couple of days ago that the gov-
ernment is wanting all schools in our region to open 
in March. So, we will see what happens in the coming 
weeks to see if the kids will be able to attend school 
or not. Security wise, we don’t know how things truly 
are, the military is fighting, and we will continue to 
pray for them to be able to get rid of the terrorists so 
the country can be safe again for the people. Please 
pray for God’s will for all of this, in our hearts we 
don’t understand why they want to open again when 
it’s so late in the year and the kids have missed so 
much already and if we don’t know if things are truly 
safe yet. But we have to follow what the government 
wants us to do and we will trust God through it all. 
If anything, it gives us hope that things can go back 
to “normal” in the next school year. When we know 
more information, we will share it with you all, but 
in the meantime please pray for the safety of our stu-
dents and teachers. 
 
Sponsors—I usually do a separate update for all of 
you, but I don’t have a lot of more information than 
what I shared above, so I won’t be sending one out 
this month. But do know we appreciate you all! 
 
The garden project is continuing, Barto has 12 women 
working the onions and has it all planned on where it 
will be stored for when they will harvest in the com-
ing months. When we plan to return in a few months, 
Barto has plans on other things to start up during the 
rainy season. We also hope that things can come to-

gether for us to finally start the fish farming! We are 
praying for wisdom through it all, and for God’s pro-
tection to cover our ministry and the people we are 
serving in our village in this difficult time. We can 
hope that through all this that many will open their 
hearts to our great Savior. 

“In You, Lord my God, I put my trust. I trust in You; 
do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies’ 
triumph over me. No one who hopes in You will ever 
be put to shame, but shame will come on those who 
are treacherous without cause. Show me Your ways 
Lord, teach me Your paths. Guide me in Your truth 
and teach me, for You are God my Savior, and my 
hope is in You ALL DAY LONG.” -Psalm 25: 1-5
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Missions Update: The Terhune Family
Dear friends & family,
We can’t believe how quickly the past couple 
months have gone, and now our departure is ap-
proaching - we have tickets to return to Papua New 
Guinea on May 8! We are really looking forward to 
going back, while also struggling with the prospect 
of having to say goodbyes again.
This month, we were able to visit Minnesota to 
spend time with Emily’s Dad, sisters, and their fami-
lies - this was such a great trip! The kids especially 
loved spending time with their cousins and playing 
in the snow. Elijah said Minnesota was the “coolest 
place he’d ever been.” It was certainly the coldest.

While we’ve had bouts of sickness throughout our 
furlough, one was particularly rough. Emily thought 
she had the flu right before our trip to Minnesota and 
was really worried about the rest of the family com-
ing down with it, until they didn’t...and then she start-
ed to feel better, then worse, then better, then worse...
then everything made sense when she tested positive 
for malaria. Fortunately we brought a couple tests and 
a treatment kit with us from PNG just in case - our 
clinic recommends this since it is harder to get test-
ed and treated for malaria in the US. Thankfully the 
meds knocked it out quickly. We are so grateful for 
medication!
We have shared with some of you in person that the 
school situation in Ukarumpa is up in the air...well, 
we are SO GLAD to share that Elijah will have a 
teacher for 3rd grade! This means that Emily won’t 
have to homeschool and will be able to continue on in 
her role in the Scripture Use department.
With our departure approaching, please let us know if 
you’d still like to get together before we leave so we 
can try to get something on the calendar. Thank you 
all so much for your prayers, love, and support while 
we’ve been back!
Love from Matt, Emily, Elijah, & Claire
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Financial Update: Though we have official clear-
ance to return to PNG, we could still use additional 
financial partnership. Our branch has three budget 
“tiers” - high, middle, and low - and our family has 
opted for the past couple years for the “low” (i.e. 
frugal) budget. That being said, we sometimes worry 
about not having enough of a cushion for a rainy 
day. If you’d like to partner with us in our ministry, 
it would be greatly appreciated!

Praise
• For a great trip to Minnesota and time with fam-

ily
• Huge update - Elijah’s school will be (mostly!) 

up and running next school year!
• For clearance and tickets to return to PNG on 

May 8
• We’ve been really encouraged by churches 

we’ve connected with recently in Arcadia, Pasa-
dena, Tustin, and La Mesa

Prayer Requests
• You saw that Elijah’s school will be mostly up 

and running - while 3rd grade is totally covered, 
some of the other grades still have large gaps. 
Please pray that God would provide and that 
those needs would be met! If you know anyone 
who might be interested in coming to teach in 
PNG, even for a year, let us know!

• On that note, please pray for more people to 
serve in PNG. We desperately need teachers, 
medical workers, IT workers, Scripture Use 
workers - you name it. Also pray for those who 
are in the process of raising financial partner-
ship in order to come to PNG for the first time 
- we have some people in the pipeline that we 
really want to see in Ukarumpa soon!

• Matt recently visited the dentist...not the most 
fun...and he needs a lot of dental work done. 
Please pray that this would go as smoothly as 
possible.

You can also partner by mail. Please send checks to:
Wycliffe Bible Translators
PO Box 628200
Orlando, FL 32862-8200
Checks should be made payable to Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, with a separate note saying "Preference 
for the Wycliffe ministry of Matt & Emily Terhune 
Acct #232331" All donations are tax deductible. 
Tax ID #95-1831097
Mail: 763 E H St., Ontario, CA 91764
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RHLC Builds Houses for Families in Mexico
 By Dr. Ken Hays

Participation in our Mexico housebuilding ministry 
translates Christ’s words “…as you have done to the 
least of these my brethren, you have done unto Me” 
into exemplary and fulfilling personal action.
 
Over a period of two days, our Red Hill group builds 
a badly needed 16’x20′, three-room, weatherproof 
home with a loft 
for a poor Mexican 
family living in slum 
conditions just a few 
miles south of the 
border.   Multiple 
rooms give the family 
needed privacy and 
dignity.   The house 
is durable, efficiently 
designed, and serves 
the family for many 
years.  A concrete slab 
floor, construction 
materials, and building plans are pre-arranged and 
provided by Baja Christian Ministries.  They also arrange 
for our Red Hill group’s sleeping accommodations and 

three of our meals, as well as providing help and advice 
with construction.  Construction tasks include framing, 
siding, wiring, roofing, painting, and drywall - often 
occurring at the same time! Red Hill has sent groups to 
build these homes in Mexico annually for many years.  
Regardless of your construction skills, gender, or age, 
there is something for you to do!

 
Our  groups  have 
had great successes 
on our many past 
housebuilding efforts.  
The trip last spring was 
particularly moving. 
We carpool from our 
church parking lot to 
Tijuana.  We always 
present the family 
with a new Bible.  
We thank them for 
allowing us to serve as 

Christ’s hands. The little children are always excited, 
inspecting and exploring the house as it goes up.  Some 
tasks, such as painting and framing, or roofing and 
drywall, are worked simultaneously by sub-teams. 
The house recipients are typically overjoyed.  Family 
members may be in tears and or speechless as they 
receive the keys to their new front door.
 
In recent years, we have also served communion to 
our group and to believers in the neighborhood, as 
well as a hot dog lunch for the local community on 
the first day of the build.  There are usually lots of 
hungry neighbors, and it’s a good way to meet some 
nice people.
 
This year’s trip to Mexico is May 19th - 21st.  As with 
our many trips in past years, this will be a unique and 
very fulfilling opportunity to demonstrate the Lord’s 
love to a family in real need.  

Contact Ken Hays at 714-289-0476 or focusonit@ca.rr.
com if you can participate.  Also, if you don›t already 
have a passport, apply for one right away!”
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Memorial Day
On Monday, May 29th, we once again have the honor of observing Memorial Day. Memorial Day, originally 
called Decoration Day, is a day of solemn remembrance; remembering those who have died protecting 
our Country and fighting for our freedoms. On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a 
speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and 
Confederate soldiers buried there from the Civil War.

The freedoms that we enjoy in America (and often take for granted), came at a great cost: The lives of 
dedicated men and women who put their country before self, and the good of the Nation before comfort and 
ease. Many in our own Red Hill family are serving, and have served, our County with honor, and many have 
immediate family members and friends who fought bravely and selflessly in our Nation’s battles. On this 
Memorial Day, we thank God for all of these brave men and women and pray for their families, who also 
endured great sacrifice.   

Commenting on Memorial Day, theologian Ed Stetzer writes:

At times like this, I’m always struck by the teaching of Jesus where he said, “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  And, yes, I immediately 
connect that to Christ.  In other words, on a day when we remember those who gave their lives, 
I’m drawn to dwell on the fact that Christ laid down his life.  So, thank you soldiers-- past and 
present-- for the freedoms you protect.  And, thank you that because of those freedoms, we can 
tell the good news of the gospel of the perfect one who laid down His life.

Let us pause to give thanks for all of those brave men and women who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our 
freedoms, as well as their family members who supported, loved, and likewise sacrificed for our great 
country!  

May God bless you and your loved ones this Memorial Day.  
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Pentecost—the Power of  the Holy Spirit!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Sunday, May 28th, we will celebrate the day of 
Pentecost and begin the Season of Pentecost in our 
Church Year. Pentecost has often been referred to as 
the “birthday of church.” On the Day of Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit filled the disciples gathered together, and 
God’s mission of healing this world through Jesus’ 
church was begun!  
In the Old Testament era, Pentecost was originally an 
annual feast that followed the Feast of First Fruits, also 
called the “Feast of Weeks” (Leviticus 23:15-22). The 
name “Pentecost” 
was derived from 
the Greek word 
“pente” meaning 
“Fifty,” because 
it fell fifty days 
a f t e r  Passover. 
Additionally, by 
the t ime of the 
New Tes tament 
e r a ,  P e n t e c o s t 
c o m m e m o r a t e d 
Moses’ giving of 
the Law on Mount 
Sinai.  

As a festival within Judaism, many pilgrims from 
throughout the empire would come to Jerusalem to 
celebrate Pentecost.   It was during this Pentecost 
festival that the disciples were gathered together in the 
upper room, waiting.  Waiting for what?  Throughout 
the Gospel of John, we read that Jesus promised the 
“comforter,” the “helper,” the Holy Spirit, whom He 
would send when He returned to the Father.   For 
example,

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness about me. 27 And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with me from 
the beginning. (John 15.26)

Also, in Acts 1.8, Jesus promised:

 “But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

When Alfred Nobel discovered an explosive element 
that was stronger than anything the world had known 
at the time, he asked a friend and Greek scholar for a 
word that conveyed the meaning of explosive power.  
The Greek word was dunamis, and Nobel named his 
invention “dynamite.”  Dunamis is the same word that 

Jesus used when He 
told His disciples 
in Acts 1.8 that 
they would receive 
power!   On the 
Day of Pentecost, 
the power came—
the promised Holy 
Spir i t  f i l led the 
hearts and minds 
of the disciples, 
and the church was 
born!  And, as the 
old saying goes, 
“the world has never 
been the same.”   As 

author and Pastor Charles Stanley writes:

What a difference the Spirit’s indwelling 
presence made in their lives; No longer were 
they fearful men who ran away; nor were they 
people looking out for their own interests. Now 
they were transformed into a cohesive group 
who “were continually devoting themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  And all those 
who had believed were together and had all 
things in common” (Acts 2.42, 44).1

Consider: The Holy Spirit’s power transformed these 
first-century believers into bold witnesses (Just like 
Jesus said!) for the Gospel.  Prior to Pentecost, Simon 
Peter couldn’t stand up for his faith when a teenage 
girl enquired of Peter if he was “with him,” if he was 
a follower of Jesus.  Peter famously denied three times 

1  Charles Stanley. “The Holy Spirit’s Presence.” In Touch Ministries.
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that he knew Jesus!  Yet, after the power of the Holy 
Spirit was unleashed on Pentecost, Peter stood up and 
boldly preached the gospel, resulting in 3,000 people 
being saved.  Peter even refused to deny his faith and 
was crucified upside down, because he said he did not 
deserve to die in the manner of his Savior!

Saul of Tarsus was known as a persecutor of Christians; 
a man who wanted to wipe out this heretical movement 
of apostate Jews.  After Pentecost, Saul became a 
believer on the Damascus Road, seeing a vision of the 
risen Jesus.  God led Ananias to go and pray for him 
and Saul was then filled with the Holy Spirit.  From 
that moment on, he went out and proclaimed Christ in 
the synagogues.  The transformation was so total that 
his name was changed from Saul to Paul, the man the 
Holy Spirit spoke through to record most of the New 
Testament.

What we see from Pentecost is that the power of the 
Holy Spirit is for a purpose.  It is not power to be crazy 
or power to do weird things.  It is power to be a witness 
for Jesus; the power to courageously stand up for our 
faith; the power to live the life of a disciple of Jesus.  
This was Luther’s point:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called 
me through the Gospel, enlightened me by his 
gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in the 
true faith; in like manner as He calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 
Church on earth, and preserves it in union 
with Jesus Christ in the true faith; in which 
Christian Church He daily forgives abundantly 
all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and 
will raise up me and all the dead at the last day, 
and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ.  This is most certainly 
true.  (The Small Catechism, “The Explanation 
of the Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed”).

Through Baptism, we are “sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  Since 
Pentecost, every believer receives the Holy Spirit 
through Baptism.  While the disciples and others had 
been Jesus’ followers before Pentecost, there had been 
no “body of Christ” to which they could belong.  On 

Pentecost all that changed.  Now, the Holy Spirit lived 
Jesus’ life through them, and now all people of faith can 
abide in Jesus through His Spirit.  If Jesus is the vine 
and we are the branches, then the Spirit is the “sap” 
equipping us, empowering us, for the Christian life.  
The Spirit seals us in Christ—proof of the promise that 
we are forever in God’s presence (Ephesians 1.13-14).  
Consider this: At one particular church, Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School, we worship, study, 
connect, pray, serve, teach, and love one another, 
because on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled 
the room, the hearts, and the souls of some people who 
were wondering what’s next, and empowered them to 
go and share the good news that Jesus has come to set 
the world right.  Today, as we look into a future that 
only God knows, we too are given the power to go 
forward in faith—the power of the Holy Spirit—to live 
in and proclaim the good news of the Gospel.  We do 
all of this because of the fulfilled promise of Pentecost.  
May the Spirit of God continue to fill and empower 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, so that this 
community will know Jesus, and make Him known!  
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Church Membership:  Connecting, Growing, Leading!
“Why do I need to join a church?  If I attend, isn’t that 
enough?”  As a Pastor, I have been asked that question 
numerous times.  Of course, attending is great!  We 
love attenders!  You have heard me say many times, 
everyone is welcome wherever they may be in their 
faith.  If someone is not ready to join the church as a 
member, that’s OK.  Our hope and prayer is that God 
brings people to Red Hill so that they can learn, love, 
laugh, and serve.  And, at some point, it is healthy 
and necessary to prayerfully consider the next step:  
membership.

Why do we encourage church membership?  Is 
the word “membership” even in the Bible?  Not in 
the way we normally 
define the word.  The 
early church consisted 
of groups of believers 
committed to Jesus and 
one another even to the 
point of death!  This is the 
Biblical understanding 
o f  “ m e m b e r s h i p . ” 
Pastor and author Ed 
Stetzer, commenting on 
the resistance of some 
Christians to church 
membership, writes: 

In the New Testament, people in churches 
are recognized as being in some sort of 
community.  It’s just that the reality is how 
community is expressed in Scripture has fallen 
on hard times over the last couple of thousand 
years.  Membership is often misunderstood, 
misapplied, or not applied at all.

Why do we encourage church membership at Red 
Hill?  Church membership properly understood reflects 
commitment beyond ourselves.  Church membership 
is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” or 
now “I am due religious goods and services,’ rather, 
membership is a scriptural expression of covenant; 
a personal commitment to a particular community, 
in order to grow in faith and serve our Lord and His 
people.  Additionally, we believe in church membership 
because:

Membership Reflects What the Church Is
One of the primary metaphors of the church in 
Scripture is the human “body.”  Just as a body cannot 
afford one of its “members” saying, “I don’t need 
this body,” neither can Jesus’ “body.”  Again, quoting 
Stetzer, he believes that “too many churches or 
Christian gatherings look like piles of dismembered 
body parts, not a body knit together as God’s agent, his 
body, his kingdom, at work in the world.  To reject the 
value of membership is to deny what God has already 
established in fact.”

Membership is Biblical
The Scriptures speak a great deal about our need for 

spiritual authority (See 
Hebrews 13:7, 13:17, 
1 Thessalonians 5:10-
12).  Unlike our culture 
tha t  ques t ions  any 
type of authority, and 
views such authority as 
limiting our “freedom,” 
the New Testament sees 
true, Biblical authority 
as a primary means for 
our freedom.  The letters 
of Paul particularly, 
considered a believer’s 

incorporation into a local church community as 
indispensable to spiritual maturing and discipleship.  
In fact, removing a person from “membership” in 
a local church family was Paul’s ultimate means of 
church discipline.

God has created us in such a way that we need the 
guidance and stability that only a larger community 
and the spiritual authority of leadership within a 
local church can provide.  This leads us to a third 
consideration:

Membership Serves as an Anchor of Stability
Being part of a church family and community will help 
you to remain faithful when bad times, fatigue, and/or 
disappointments come your way.  I will never forget 
what Rick Warren at Saddleback Church said during a 
conference I attended.  He said that someone once told 
him that they didn’t need a local church; that he was a 
member of the “spiritual, invisible church.”  Rick said, 
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“Well, when you are sick, dying, or in need, then the 
spiritual and invisible church can come and meet your 
needs and visit you!”  Honest and true!  The issue of 
stability; not jumping from one church to another, is a 
critical discipleship issue.

Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church: “New Member Class: 101”

If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world? Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian? Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is: God wants you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
join us for the next “Class 101.”  Class 101 is offered 
twice per year, and examines the core teachings of the 
Bible, the Christian faith, the Lutheran understanding 
of the faith, and what it means to be a member of this 
particular body of believers.  

The next New Member Class: 101” will be on 
Sunday, April 23rd, from 11:30am to 1:00pm in the 
Christian Life Center (CLC).  Registration for the 
class can be made on Sundays by marking your Worship 
Response Card or by calling/emailing Donna Kunz, at 
714-544-3131 ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.org.  
Registration closes Wednesday April 19th. 

As this class is in many ways an “adult Confirmation 
class,” even if you are a member of Red Hill and would 
like to learn more about our faith, and/or spend some 
time reviewing our core beliefs, you are welcome to 
attend!       

One of the goals of the 101 class is to enable those 
new to the church to meet others and begin the life of 
discipleship and personal connecting here at Red Hill.  
You do not have to join the church after this class but, 
on the other hand, we would love to have you at the 
same time!!!

Mark your calendars now and plan to join us!  We are 
looking forward to seeing you!  
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       Dates to Remember
April 2nd - Palm Sunday and Springfest Celebration
One Worship Service at 10:00am

April 6th - Maundy Thursday
Two Worship Services with Holy Communion, 12:00 and 7:00pm

April 7th - Good Friday 
Two Worship Services, 12:00 and 7:00pm

April 9th - Easter Sunday
Three Worship Services: 6:30am Sunrise Service; 
8:30am Classical Worship; 10:00am Contempoary Worship

April 10th - Easter Monday, RHL Campus Closed

May 14th - Mother’s Day

May 29th - Memorial Day, RHL Campus Closed


