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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing.  -John 15:5

Dear Friends,
If there is one characteristic of the Christmas season, it is the focus on light. Traditional Advent wreaths 
consist of four candles that are lit weekly in preparation for the coming of Jesus into our world. We 
decorate our homes with Christmas lights; Christmas trees are wrapped with lights. The lights of 
Christmas remind us of what Jesus told His disciples: “I am the light of the world!” (John 8.12). During 
the Advent and Christmas seasons, we celebrate the coming of our Lord, the “light” that shines in the 
darkness which the darkness cannot overcome! (John 1.5) 

In January, we enter into the Epiphany season and its focus on the manifestation of Jesus’ saving work 
for the world. The Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany cycles all have in common the truth that, in the 
midst of a dark, lost, and lonely world, Jesus has come to love and be with us; to be our light that shines 
in the darkness of this world and in our lives! In Scripture, light is often used as a metaphor for God’s 
truth and God’s leading us through His truth.  Jesus told His church (you and me) that, through Him, we 
too are “the light of the world.” (Matthew 5.14) 

In this edition of The Vine, you will read about the ways Red Hill seeks to “shine” the light of Jesus in 
our community. And, as you read through this edition of The Vine, remember that you are a part of our 
mission to make disciples of Jesus; you are one of Jesus’ “lights,” reflecting God’s ultimate light of love 
and joy.  May the light of Jesus Christ so shine in our lives that others may see our good works and give 
glory to our Father who is in heaven!  (Matthew 5.16)

Merry Christmas!

Pastor Seth
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Keeping Sacred Time: The Church Year
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to live differently 
than the dominant culture around us.  Christians are 
called to communicate differently with others, to view 
our money and resources differently than others, and 
to view the world itself differently than others. And, 
from the earliest days of the Christian Church, disciples 
of Jesus have also been called to view time differently 
than others.  

Just as we use calendars in our lives to keep track of 
our activities and special days, the church throughout 
the centuries has also “kept track” of sacred days, 
seasons, and commemorations through the use and 
recognition of The Church Year, also referred to as 
the “Liturgical Year.” This practice dates back to the 
earliest centuries of the Christian Church, following 
the example set in the Old Testament of structuring the 
year around the revelatory and salvific acts of God.  
Lutheran theologian Arthur Just describes the Jewish 
roots of the holiness of time:

Time was a fundamental part of creation. God 
created the world in six days, rested on the 
seventh, and declared a Sabbath day of rest.  After 
the fall, the Sabbath became a day to praise the 
Creator for His good creation, to thank Him for 
His ongoing presence in the creation with His 
mighty acts of salvation, and to petition Him 
to return as Messiah to restore creation to what 
God had created it to be…various feasts such 
as Passover, the Fest of Boots, and Pentecost 
became part of the rhythm of the Jewish year…1

As God’s unfolding plan of salvation culminated in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ, God’s people now 
viewed time itself as having been fulfilled through the 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. 
The days, months, and seasons of the year now reflect 
the life and ministry of Jesus.  Just continues:

By resting in the tomb Christ fulfilled the ancient 
Sabbath day requirements. In His resurrection, 
He restored creation. Sunday, the weekly 
celebration of the resurrection, was taken as the 
preferred day of worship by early Christians. As a 

1  Arthur Just. Heaven on Earth: The Gifts of Christ in the Divine 
Service (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2008).

church steeped in the historical events of Christ’s 
life, the Jewish precedent of feast days during the 
year, Sunday was complemented by events from 
Christ’s redemptive life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension. The Church Year developed to give 
the people of God access to the life of Christ…
time has always been a critical commodity, no 
less so in the Church.2

The Church Year calendar is organized into three 
divisions: Sundays and seasons; feasts and festivals; 
and commemorations. The western liturgical calendar 
is built around three major feast/festival cycles: 
Christmas/Epiphany; Good Friday/Easter/Ascension; 
and Pentecost.  From these three major festivals 
comes a “season;” a period of time that flows from 
one season to the next. Additionally, each season is 
reflected by specific, liturgical colors. As theologian 
William Cwirla describes, “Each season also has its 
own character determined by its Scripture readings, the 
hymns chosen to reflect those readings, and devotional 
practices and pieties, such as fasting, feasting, Advent 
wreaths, etc.”3   

Here is a brief outline of each season, along with its 
symbolic color and meaning. 

Advent
The season of Advent marks the beginning of the 
Church Year. During the Advent season, we hear the 
Biblical command to prepare our hearts and minds 
for the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival” and 
is a four-week season of preparing our souls through 
repenting and believing the good news that God’s 
Kingdom has arrived, in the birth, life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus (His “first advent”). Advent 
is also a reminder that Jesus is coming again at the 
end of human history (His “second advent”). Advent 
begins four Sundays before Christmas, concluding on 
Christmas Eve/Day.  The color(s) of this season can be 
purple, but is typically blue, symbolizing hope.

2  Ibid.
3 William Cwirla.  “The Church Year.” www.lcms.org.  Accessed, 
2016.
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Christmas
During the season of Christmas, we celebrate the 
wonder and mystery of the incarnation: God taking on 
human flesh. The Immortal became mortal; the Eternal 
has entered time! “When Christ, the light of the world, 
is born in Bethlehem, so also is the Eschaton born, 
that is, the end has come in the Christ child who was 
born to die and bring with His death the completion 
of God’s plan of salvation.”4 Beginning on Christmas 
Day, there are twelve days of Christmas (typically two 
or three Sundays), concluding on the Day of Epiphany 
(January 6th). The color of this season is white, 
symbolizing Jesus’ divinity, purity, hope, and joy. 

Epiphany
The word, “Epiphany,” derives from the Greek word 
ἐπιφάνεια (epiphaneia), meaning “Manifestation.” 
During the season of Epiphany, the focus is on 
the manifestation that Jesus is 
Messiah, Lord, and King—for 
all people! One of the texts of 
Epiphany, the coming of the 
Magi described in Matthew 
2.1-12, reflects this profound 
truth. Epiphany “completes 
the twelve days of Christmas; 
more important, this is a festival 
of the manifestation of God’s 
Word made flesh…”5  Beginning 
on the “Day of the Epiphany,” 
January  6 th,  the  Epiphany 
season is typically six weeks, 
concluding on the “Sunday of the 
Transfiguration.” A special Sunday within this cycle 
is the “Baptism of Our Lord.” Related to Christmas, 
the color of this season is white, symbolizing 
Jesus’ purity, joy, and hope. (Some churches and 
denominations utilize other, bright colors to symbolize 
the “light” and “joy” that Jesus brings into the world). 

Lent
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a forty-day 
season (not counting Sundays) focusing on the passion 
and ultimate atoning death of Jesus, and our repentance 
and renewal in light of Jesus’ passion and death. “Lent 
is a time to intentionally confront all the ways the first 
Adam continues to control our lives, to carry these to 

4 Just, Heaven on Earth, 136.
5 Hickman, et.al, The New Handbook of the Christian Year, 89.

the cross…Through this journey we enter into his death 
and become new creatures in the resurrection.”6  Lent 
ends during Holy Week. The color of Lent is purple, 
symbolizing Jesus’ royalty and our penitence. 

Holy Week
Palm Sunday, also referred to as “The Sunday of the 
Passion,” begins the solemn week that focuses on 
Jesus’ passion and ultimate death on the cross. The 
excitement, joy, and anticipation of Palm Sunday 
turns to fear and abandonment on Maundy Thursday. 
Maundy Thursday begins the great “Three Days” 
or “Triduum.” (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Easter).  The word “Maundy” comes from the 
Latin word, mandatum, meaning “Commandment,” 
reflecting Jesus’ command to love others as He loves 
us. On this night that Jesus instituted Holy Communion, 
He is arrested and condemned. On Good Friday Jesus 

is crucified and buried. As the 
Sabbath approached, the women 
who remained, along with the 
Apostle John, leave the tomb, 
planning to return to anoint Jesus’ 
dead body one final time on 
Sunday. As with Lent, the color of 
Holy Week is purple, symbolizing 
Jesus’ royalty and our penitence/
sorrow. 
     
Easter
On Easter Sunday, we celebrate 
with amazement and joy the 
resurrection of our Lord. Jesus 

has conquered sin, death, and powers of hell!  In the 
early days of the church, Easter (really, the entirety of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection), was referred to 
as the “Paschal Mystery,” which reflects the church’s 
understanding that the death and resurrection of 
Christ is the church’s Passover, in Hebrew, Pesah. 
The Easter season continues for forty-nine days. On 
the fiftieth day, Pentecost, the church celebrates the 
outpouring of the promised Holy Spirit that birthed 
the church. The color of the Easter season is white, 
symbolizing Jesus’ divinity, purity, hope, and joy. 

Pentecost 
Jesus promised that when He ascended back to the 

6 Robert Webber. Ancient-Future Tine: Forming Spirituality through 
the Christian Year (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004), 107.
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Father, He would send the Holy Spirit. The Ascension 
of Jesus occurs forty days after Easter, ten days before 
Pentecost (always on a Thursday).  The Sunday before 
Pentecost can be celebrated as Ascension Sunday. 
From Pentecost Sunday to the Sunday before Advent, 
“Christ the King Sunday,” the church now focuses on 
its mission of proclaiming the Gospel through Word 
and Sacrament.  

The Pentecost season is also referred to as “Ordinary 
Time” or “Time after Pentecost.” Liturgical scholar 
Robert Webber explains that the use of the term 
ordinary “is used in our Christian-year vocabulary 
because it serves the special nature of extraordinary 
time (the specific historic, supernatural acts of God in 
history)…by way of contrast.”7  Ordinary time also 
reflects that each Sunday is “ordinal,” or numbered, 
and each Sunday is a non-festal time of year. The 
color associated with Pentecost is red, symbolizing 
the “fire” and “judgment” of the Holy Spirit.  For the 
Time after Pentecost (Ordinary Time), the color is 
green, symbolizing the ongoing growth of the church, 
as well as the disciple of Christ.

Three special days/Sundays in Ordinary Time are: 
Trinity Sunday (the first Sunday after Pentecost), All 
Saints Day (November 1st and the following Sunday), 
and Christ the King Sunday (last Sunday of Pentecost). 
These days within Ordinary Time, reminds the disciple 
of Christ that our God has revealed Himself as Trinity.  
The Father, through the Son, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit has made possible new life, both personal and 
cosmic, that will last into eternity! And, while we live 
in the “already but not yet” time between the first and 
second coming of Jesus, we bow to the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, worshiping and serving Him alone!  
In the words of Andrew McGowan, “The development 
of Christian time is an increasingly detailed affirmation 
of how the structure of history, and of the cosmos in 
and through which history flowed, reveals and serves 
God and calls humans to God’s service.”8

Our lives are under the authority and Lordship of Jesus 
Christ who has bought us back (redeemed us!) from sin 
and death, with His precious blood, forgiving our sins 
and reconciling us to the Father. Even the precious gift 
of time has been redeemed through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus! The Church Year is one way that 
7 Webber. Ancient-Future Tine, 167.
8 Andrew McGowan.  Ancient Christian Worship: Early Church 
Practices in Social, Historical, and Theological Perspective (Grand Rapides, 
Michigan: Baker Academic, 2014), 218.

we keep this story in front of us and a part of our every-
day lives. As the church follows the rhythms of the 
Christian year, we center our individual lives and our 
common life together around the life of Jesus Christ, as 
well as Jesus’ continuing ministry through His church. 
Again, Lutheran theologian William Cwirla provides 
a helpful summary:

The church year is an annual pilgrimage, 
beginning with the anticipation of Christ’s 
coming in glory (Advent), going through His 
incarnation (Christmas) and manifestation 
(Epiphany), contemplating our sinfulness (Lent) 
in view of Christ’s sacrifice (Good Friday), His 
victory over death (Easter), His ascension to 
glory at the right hand of the Father by which 
our humanity is glorified in Him (Ascension), 
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the last 
days (Pentecost) as we wind our way to the Last 
Day and the consummation of all things. In other 
words, the entire work of our justification and 
sanctification in Christ is rehearsed every year 
– from incarnation to glorification.9

Not only does each church season reflect the life and 
ministry of Jesus, it also calls the church, the disciples 
of Jesus, to remember our sacred task of following 
Jesus through the seasons of our lives; the ups and 
downs; the triumphs and the tragedies that accompany 
human life and relationships in this wonderful yet 
broken world. While the old saying, “Time heals all 
wounds” is often not true, Jesus’ promise to do so is!  
Below are two illustrations that describe the Biblical 
and theological “flow” of the Church Year…

9 Cwirla. “The Church Year.” www.lcms.org 
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

Advent: The Season of Preparation
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

The season of Advent began on Sunday, November 
27th. The Advent season encourages the Christian 
believer to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ first 
and second coming.  Advent looks backback at the birth 
of Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promised Messiah 
and forward to the promised second coming of Jesus 
to consummate the divine promise of a healed world.  

The word Advent derives from the Latin word, 
adventus, meaning, “coming” or “arrival.”  During 
Advent, we prepare our souls through repenting and 
believing the good news that, 
through the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
God’s kingdom has arrived.  
One day, God’s kingdom will 
come again when Jesus returns 
to judge the living and the 
dead.  Every Advent season 
is a reminder that we live 
“between the advents” of Jesus’ 
first (Christmas) and second 
(Judgment Day) coming!  The 
great Christian theologian and 
Church Father, Augustine, 
wrote this about Advent: 

The first coming of 
Christ the Lord, God’s 
son and our God, was 
in obscurity; the second 
will be in the sight of 
the whole world.  When 
he came in obscurity 
no one recognized him but his own servants; 
when he comes openly he will be known by 
both good people and bad.  When he came in 
obscurity, it was to be judged; when he comes 
openly it will be to judge. 

As with every season in the church, Advent is both 
historical and theological.  Historically, Advent guides 
us through the Biblical story of hope and expectation 
for the long-awaited Messiah; God’s chosen servant 
who will set the world right.  The messianic hope is 
articulated so powerfully by the prophets, particularly 
Isaiah.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderfu l  Counselor,  Mighty  God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9.6)  

As I mentioned above, theologically, Advent looks 
back at the birth of Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s 
promised Messiah and forward to the promised second 
coming of Jesus to consummate the divine promise of a 

healed world.  Advent provides 
opportunities for the church to 
articulate the deep yearnings 
and hopes of human beings 
for salvation and wholeness in 
this in-between time of the first 
and second coming of Jesus.  
Lutheran theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer touches upon this 
double focus of Advent:

When the old Christianity spoke 
of the return of the Lord Jesus, 
they thought of a great day of 
judgment.  Even though this 
thought may appear to us to 
be so unlike Christmas, it is 
original Christianity and to be 
taken extremely seriously….
God comes into the very midst 
of evil and death, and judges the 
evil in us and in the world.  And 
by judging us, God cleanses and 

sanctifies us, comes to us with grace and love…
Advent is a time of waiting.  Our whole life, 
however, is Advent—that is, a time of waiting 
for the ultimate, for the time when there will be 
a new heaven and a new earth, when all people 
are brothers and sisters and one rejoices in the 
words of the angels: “On earth peace to those 
on whom God’s favor rests.”  Learn to wait, 
because he has promised to come.  “I stand at 
the door…”  We, however, call him: “Yes, come 
soon, Lord Jesus!”
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Jesus’ coming into the world means that “life as usual’ 
is over.  Jesus’ coming at Christmas, and His second 
coming at the end of history, is God’s announcement 
that He will have His way in this world.  God’s 
kingdom, rule and reign are real, and we can receive 
them or we can seek other claims of authority in our 
lives. 

During this Advent and Christmas season, you are 
once again encouraged to worship, study, question, 
explore, and experience the arrival of Jesus into our 
(your) world.  Here are some practical ways you can 
prepare your heart, mind and soul for Jesus’ arrival 
this Advent season:

The Sermon and special Advent Compass series, “The 
Heart of Christmas.” We will explore the Advent and 
Christmas themes of hope, peace, joy, and love.  If you 
are not already doing so, use the daily Compass. Again 
this year we offer a special Advent Compass, utilizing 
the ancient practice of the Daily Office, setting aside 
daily times to pray, meditate, and study. 

Build or buy an Advent Wreath for family and/or 
personal devotions.  Traditionally, an Advent Wreath 
consists of four candles placed on a wreath or at least 
four candles in a circle: three purple and one rose or 
pink candle.  Each week, typically on the preceding 
Sunday, a candle is lit to remind us of four significant 
aspects of the Christmas story: Prophecy, Bethlehem, 
Shepherds, and Angels (Pink Candle).  Often, after 
lighting the appropriate candle a prayer is said and a 
passage from one of the Psalms can be read.   

Take advantage of any of the special events and 
activities going on at Red Hill Lutheran Church and 
School.  We always have special outreaches to the 
community, as well as our regular weekly Bible studies, 
monthly Women’s circles, and group activities. Red 
Hill Lutheran School’s incredible Christmas programs 
are filled with stories, singing, laughing, and fun, all 
the while being vivid reminders of the true “reason for 
the season!”  (The schedule of the Christmas programs 
can be found on the school’s website).  Even if you do 
not have children in our school, you are invited to join 
our RHLS children and their families!  Invite others 
to join you! 

One final note: We know that during Christmas and 

Easter, non-believing and/or non-churched friends 
are the most open to attending church and exploring 
the message of the Christian faith.  Inviting someone 
to church may literally change their eternal lives!  At 
Red Hill, we have the awesome opportunity to reach 
this community with the world-changing truth that 
Jesus came to replace what Adam erased—an intimate, 
eternal relationship between God and each other.  
Please pray that those who come to Red Hill during 
this Advent and Christmas season will discover that 
the way, the truth and the life they have been looking 
for has already found them--Jesus Christ!      

As we journey together through this Advent and 
Christmas season, preparing our lives for His arrival, 
remember, you are the reason He came!  You are the 
reason He will come again!  This is the hope and joy 
of Advent and Christmas!      

You will be in my prayers as you prepare for His arrival 
in your life.  

Have a great Advent and Christmas!



redhillchurch.org Page 9

 “New Member Class: 101”
Sunday, January 8th, from 11:30am to 1:00pm

If you are considering becoming a Christian or 
joining Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you 
have questions about Christianity or the church, 
you are invited to join us for the next “Class 101.”  
Class 101 examines the core teachings of the Bible, 
the Christian faith, the Lutheran understanding of 
the faith, and what it means to be a member of this 
particular body of believers.  

The next “Class 101” will be on Sunday, September 
8th, from 11:30am to 1:00pm in the Christian 
Life Center (CLC). (Childcare is available by 
reservation).  Registration for the class (and 
childcare if needed), can be made on Sundays by 
marking a “Connection Card” in the Worship 
service or online, or by calling/emailing Donna 
Kunz, at 714-544-3131 ext.100 or dkunz@
redhillchurch.org.  

One of the goals of the 101 Class is to enable those 
new to the church to meet others and begin the 
life of discipleship and personal connecting here at 
Red Hill. You do not have to join the church after 
this class but, on the other hand, we would love to 
have you at the same time!!! 

“Wednesdays in the Word”
“The Sermon on the Mount”

Wednesdays 7:00am to 7:45am in the Sanctuary (In 
person, Livestreamed and Recorded)

Teacher: Pastor Seth
The Gospel of Matthew, written by Jesus’ disciple, 
Matthew, was written to reveal to his readers that 
Jesus is the promised Messiah; the Son of David who 
has come to bring in the Kingdom of God! It is in this 
Gospel that we are told that one day, Jesus sat down 
on a hillside and taught about the truths, values, and 
lifestyle of the Kingdom of God. This is known as 
Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount.”

New Testament commentators N.T. Wright and 
Michael Bird believes that through Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Mount, Jesus is articulating a new way of being 
God’s people, a new way of covenantal life. Jesus was 
teaching that…

The key thing was that the in breaking kingdom 
Jesus was announcing created a new world, 
a new context, and he was challenging his 
hearers to become the new people that this new 
context demanded…(The Sermon)…makes 
the sense it does because it all depends, all 
through, on Jesus’ kingdom announcement and 
on the fact that Jesus himself was, through this 
announcement, summoning people to follow 
him in the new way of life, the kingdom-way.1 

You are invited to join us on Wednesday mornings (or 
online anytime) as we explore, verse-by-verse, Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount. Coming up in the weeks ahead 
we will learn about…

•	 The Historical, Cultural, and Contextual 
Issues Within the Sermon on the Mount.

•	 Anger, Forgiveness, and Living in Freedom.

•	 Jesus’ presence in the midst of our anxious 
lives.

•	 Jesus’ authority in our lives.

•	 The Nature of Discipleship and Following 
Jesus Today.

1  N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird. The New Testament in its 
World (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Academic, 2019).

This class meets in person, via livestreamed, and is 
recorded and posted on our website and social media 
channels so that you can participate at any time! 

After the study, at 8:00am, those whose schedule 
permits, reassemble at Spires Restaurant in Tustin 
for breakfast and continuing conversation.  

You are always welcome to join us for “Wednesdays 
in the Word!”
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Community Inspires - The Strength to Choose Wisely
By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community

“Faith or belief is more than conviction that God exists. 
True Christian faith is a dynamic journey, a quest 
of trust, confidence, and commitment that involves 
no small amount of risk taking.” Dr. Marcellino 
DeAmbrosio (https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com)

I have been doing a lot of reading and seeking lately 
and happened across an article written by the man from 
the quote above.  The theme that continues to pop out 
at me from this article along with others I’ve read has 
been the responsibility of choice. 

The topic of the article written by Dr. Marcellino 
DeAmbrosio centers around Faith as a dynamic 
journey and references Hebrews chapter 11 as a source 
of understanding the nature of faith, “Whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that 
he rewards those who seek him (Hebrews 11: 6)”.  
Dr. Marcellino DeAmbrosio also says “If you have 
conviction that God is omnipotent and all loving, then 
you must entrust yourself, your loved ones, and your 
future entirely to him. You take a risk, assuming that 
he indeed is trustworthy.”

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 
him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 
3:5-6)

But let’s be honest, when life’s journey takes you 
through a wilderness of ugliness, grief, mourning, 
heartache and despair it can flood a mind with constant 
wondering, questioning God’s mercy and goodness.  
At least that has been my experience.  What is most 
shocking however is how 
much I needed to wallow 
in it, clinging to what I 
know and see in this world, 
while battling what I know 
in my mind of who I’ve 
been taught God is and why 
I’ve spent years trying to 
develop my own relationship 
of trust as well as minister 
to others.  I heard someone 
once describe it like this, 
“For some, faith can be a 
powerful source of support, 

while for others, elements of faith can be part of the 
painful struggle. More often than not, however, it’s a 
complicated combination of both.”  Sometimes, God 
doesn’t heal the hurts this side of Heaven.”  So, how 
do you find acceptance of your present circumstance 
and keep pressing on?

I knew the only way forward was to retreat to a quiet 
place and seek again the Jesus who came to show us 
we can choose….the choice is within each of us, to 
believe what Jesus has taught  and modeled.  It is the 
only way to combat the whispers and lies from the evil 
we are surrounded by. 

Scripture serves as a powerful reminder that, with a 
little faith, strength can always be found, even when 
we think it’s lost.  Here are a few verses that provide 
encouragement for strength in the Lord: 

“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength 
of my heart and my portion forever” (Psalm 73:26).

Jesus himself said to the disciples “I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world.” John 16:33

“I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my 
help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the 
Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2

“Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
Nehemiah 8:10
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“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, 
will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 
steadfast.” 1 Peter 5:10

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power.” Ephesians 6:10
I have always believed that it is our community 
attachments (ie: Bible study groups, Service Teams, 
Fellowship gatherings, etc) that help us make it through 
the ups and downs of our life’s journey.  I think we 
forget sometimes that what we have here on this earth 
is not all there is.  That this is not our “forever” place.  
At least I know that I do.

God knew how difficult it was going to be to hold 
onto “that which is unseen” 2 Corinthians 4:18 and 
He provided examples of others who persevered 
throughout scripture so that we would choose wisely 
and not lose hope.  Jesus of course being our ultimate 
example of how to stand firm against the false promises 
of Satan, and choose to believe in God’s word alone.   

Without the understanding that Bible-studies can 
bring it’s easy to succumb to the ways of the world. 
Without the companionship that being in service and 
fellowship can bring, it’s easy to lose sight of the love 
and promises set before us.  We are a restless culture 
and it’s more desperate now than ever to keep God’s 
words tucked safely, deep in our hearts so Satan can’t 
pull us away when everything we see around us falls 
apart. 

Thank you again for all of your prayers and support.  
This RHLC congregation continues to be my source 
of inspiration to persist in taking the risk to believe 
and persevere in the quest of trust and confidence in 

our Lord.  I was recently reminded by a very special 
someone, “That the same God who created mountains 
and oceans and galaxies thought the world needed one 
of me (you) too” and another who’s wisdom pointed 
out that if we are still here (alive), there is a reason.  
So we seek God’s purposes and doing it together in 
community and through service is so much sweeter 
than going it alone.  God is still whispering and if we 
listen closely His whispers continue to inspire us to 
trust and hold on and not give up or give in to what this 
world tries to steal from us.  We must choose wisely 
and remember,  “God has all of eternity to make good 
on His Promises!!” Quote from Rick Warren. 

Beginning in January 2023, I would like to invite those 
who struggle with holding onto the promise of Joy and 
God’s steadfast love for “US” (His creation), to join 
me in a series of book studies that will focus on these 
topics.  Watch for dates, times and locations.  

WAYS TO ENGAGE
Monday Evening - Men’s Group
Meets for dinner and study - 6:30pm-8:30pm
Contact Brian Crooker (714) 863-7656,  ke6spr@
mindspring.com 

RHL Women’s Bible Studies 
Come join us monthly for Bible study and fellowship. 
This year’s study is Ephesians.
Deborah Circle: 9:30am meeting the 1st Tuesday of 
each month in Peter’s Parish. 
Contact Sheila Feher (714) 366- 2030, sheilafeher44@
gmail.com 

Grace Circle: 10:00am meeting the 1st Tuesday of each 
month in The Groves. 
Contact Marlene Thorson (949) 632- 7416, emthor@
cox.net 

Rebekah Circle: 6:30pm meeting the 1st Monday of 
each month in Peter’s Parish. 
Contact Martha Toft (949) 375- 0160, martha.toft@
gmail.com 

Women’s Book Club 
Meeting on 2nd Tuesday of each month, at 11:30am 
in Peter’s Parish  Watch the welcome table for the 
current book to read. Contact Marlene Thorson (949) 
632- 7416, emthor@cox.net 
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Worship and Learning—The “Basics” of Discipleship
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

In our November sermon series, “Hope is Here,” we 
explored the mission and ministry of the church in 
this community and the world today. In Matthew 28, 
Jesus told His church to … “make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in] the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you….” In order 
to fulfill this mandate, the people of God are to gather 
weekly around God’s Word and Sacraments to worship 
and be filled and fed by our Lord so that we may serve 
Him and one another.

And, as Jesus said, we are to teach and learn all that 
He has commanded through the study of God’s Word.  
The regular disciplines of weekly worship and the 
study of Scripture is the foundation of a healthy and 
growing spiritual life that never ends—until we see 
Jesus face-to-face!

Those of you who have been around Red Hill for some 
time, may remember that we discussed the challenge 
of providing worship and education classes on Sunday 
morning, so that all ages could have the option to both 
worship (classical or contemporary) and attend a Bible 
study class. This was based on our value that children 
should worship with their family - and church family 
- so that they can worship God, receive the Eucharist, 
and learn what worship truly is in the Lutheran 
tradition. While at the same time, being taught the 
Bible in age appropriate groups.

To these ends, the staff and leadership of Red Hill 
Lutheran, believes the time has come to structure 
Sunday mornings so that we can fulfill these hopes and 
commitments. Consequently, beginning on Sunday, 
September 3rd, 2023, we will seek to offer the following 
worship services and class times…

8:00am to 9:00am - Classical worship
9:15am to 10:00am - Bible Study/Education groups 

and classes
10:15am to 11:15am - Contemporary Worship 

Of course, we want to receive your feedback and 
answer any questions you may have. While no plan 

is “perfect,” our hope is that this Sunday morning 
structure provides opportunities to worship, learn, 
connect with others, and grow together as a church 
family. 

In the upcoming weeks and months, we will offer 
regular “Town Hall Meetings” to discuss this vision, 
as well as other issues that our church is now facing 
in this post-Covid environment. As always, you can 
contact me, or one of our Board members, to discuss 
your thoughts and questions. 

Finally and importantly, I ask that you please join me 
and our leaders in prayer, that God will lead us in this 
process, as well as our overall ministry as a church and 
school today. I look forward to connecting with you!

God’s blessing be with you all!
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Actually, It’s Alright
By Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship

There are some song lyrics that have always gripped, 
and frustrated me at the same time, they include: “all 
the roots grow deeper when it’s dry.” In this winter 
season, this dryness of anxiety wants to take over and 
lull us into complacency, to give up on trying so hard, 
to give up on believing. We, as a Praise Band, have 
talked about this reality regularly. We can all feel a deep 
pull and ache in our bones. This seems to be part of the 
journey during this time for all of us. And, even though 
our lives look a bit different from one another as we 
are in different stages in life, the resounding cry seems 
to be the same: “anxiety as growing pains”.  Anxiety 
can and will pull at us, but we can also turn that feeling 
into a prayer that calls us to dig more deeply into our 
relationship with God and one another. 

I wish there was a silver bullet or a magic pill to fix 
it and take it all away, but that doesn’t seem to exist. 
So, what are we to do? One simple thing that we as a 
sub-community (the Praise Band Team) within the Red 
Hill community have done is to meet together regularly, 
especially during this time of year. We’ve committed 
to being in the same space with one another – on the 
phone, through facetime, via zoom, and in person – to 
intentionally give our attention to one another and to 
use this time to encourage and challenge each other, 
laugh, cry, get frustrated and seek the joy of the Lord. 
It has been so encouraging. 

Our collective hope is that this spills into the creative 
space we seek to create on Sundays, where you too can 

experience the joy of the Lord. We are intentionally 
showing up week after week to share our gifts, as a 
discipline to be together, regardless of how we feel. 
The Lord’s Joy is where scripture tells us to draw our 
strength (Nehemiah 8:10). The Church Body, where 
Christ is preached and sung about, is the best place to 
experience that reality – God’s Joy. As such, we sing 
songs about God’s promises to us, and the reality of 
the love of God in Christ Jesus – He is our Emmanuel, 
God with us and God for us, as well as the Promise that 
God will never leave us or forsake us, no matter what. 

Years ago, I wrote a song called, “It’s Alright Now.” It 
is about God’s commitment to set all things right, and 
that because of Jesus, this is already happening. It is 
our calling to celebrate this reality and to live into it. 
At the time I wrote this song, it felt audacious to sing. 
Even more so nowadays with all the craziness in our 
world. But it is a prayer, despite the nuttiness of what 
is going on in our world and in our lives, states that 
God will still set all things right and that Jesus is the 
first sign (first fruits) of that reality. He is the dawning, 
the advent, the promise. We will still experience the 
pangs of anxiety, worry, or sadness, but the sting of 
their presence is diminished by what began years ago 
in a manger. In Jesus, God has stated definitively that 
he would ALWAYS be with us, ALWAYS be for us and 
one day that reality will be fully realized, and ALL will 
be “alright.” So, let’s begin to celebrate that event now 
with one-another in the promise of God’s love, for in 
Christ, ALL IS well.       
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Epiphany—Jesus has Come for all the People!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As we complete the Advent and Christmas seasons 
and festivities, beginning in January, we enter into 
the season of Epiphany.  The term “epiphany” comes 
from the Greek word ἐπιφάνεια (epiphania) which 
means “appearance” or “manifestation.”  In early 
church history, the feast of Epiphany originally 
celebrated the birth of Jesus.  However, as the church 
established December 25th as the day to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth, Epiphany was designated as the event 
that manifested Jesus as the Son of God, the Savior 
of the world.  In Eastern Christianity, Epiphany was 
appointed as the day to celebrate the baptism of Jesus.  
In the Western churches, Epiphany became the day to 
celebrate the manifestation of Jesus through three great, 
Biblical events: The visit 
of the Magi, the baptism of 
Jesus, and the marriage feast 
in Cana, where Jesus turned 
water into wine.

The day of Epiphany is 
always January 6th (For 
Lutherans,  the Sunday 
following Epiphany is 
celebrated as the “Baptism 
of our Lord” and/or the “First Sunday after the 
Epiphany”).  The season of Epiphany brings us to the 
end of the Advent and Christmas cycles in our Church 
Year, completing their rhythms of expectation and 
fulfillment.  During Epiphany, our focus turns toward 
the purpose and reason for the birth of this child: He 
has come to be the Savior for all people!  This central 
truth, that Jesus has been manifested to all and for 
all people, is the theme of Epiphany.  It is during the 
Epiphany season that we are to:   

…celebrate the revelation of Christ to the 
Gentiles—that is, to all nations.  Some Christian 
traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on this 
day:  the magi’s adoration of the Christ child, 
Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and his first 
miracle, in which he changes water into wine.  The 
Word and Sacraments are for us the great epiphany 
of God’s grace and mercy.  We go forth to witness 
to the light that shines brightly in our midst.1

In the history of the Western Church, the primary focus 

1 Sundays and Seasons, Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2012. 

during the Epiphany season is on the story of the Magi 
and their visit to the Christ child.  While often, the story 
of the Magi is associated with the Christmas story, the 
coming of the Magi likely happened much later after 
Jesus’ birth. As scholar and Christian theologian Robert 
Webber notes:

In the Western church…the day of Epiphany…
is always a celebration of the coming of the wise 
men who brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
to Jesus…Even as our Christmas spirituality was 
shaped by the dominant theme of the incarnation, 
so now our Epiphany spirituality will be shaped 
by the overriding theme of Christ’s manifestation 
as Savior of the world.2

The coming of the Magi to 
see the child Jesus is only 
mentioned in Matthew’s 
Gospel (Matthew 2.1–12). 
The word “Magi” comes from 
the Greek word “mágos” (it’s 
plural is “mágoi”) which is 
transliterated as “magi” (“wise 
men”).  From the definitions 
and the descriptions provided 

in Matthew’s Gospel, the Magi were probably Persian 
priest-astrologers who could interpret the stars, 
particularly the significance of the star that proclaimed 
the birth of the Messiah.  One of Matthew’s purposes in 
composing his Gospel was to show how Jesus fulfilled 
all of the messianic prophecies from the Old Testament.  
It is in the very beginning of his Gospel where Matthew 
records that these Magi were guided by a star in the 
sky.  Balaam prophesied about the coming Messiah 
marked by a star:
 

“I see him, though not now; I behold him, though 
not near: A star shall advance from Jacob and a 
staff shall rise from Israel...” (Numbers 24.17). 

Of course, the Magi were not Jewish sages.  As non-
Jews they were Gentiles. Psalm 72 speaks of how the 
Gentiles will come to worship the Messiah: 

“The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer 
gifts, the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring 
tribute. All kings shall pay Him homage; all 

2 Robert E. Webber. Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality 
through the Christian Year, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004).

As with glAdness men of old 
did the guiding stAr behold;

As with joy they hAiled 
its light, leAding onwArd, 

beAming bright;
so, most grAcious lord, mAy 
we ever more be led by thee
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nations shall serve Him” (Psalm 72.10-11).   

Matthew recorded that the Magi brought three gifts: 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  In Isaiah, we read 
about the gifts that would be brought to the Messiah:  

“Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries 
from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming 
the praises of the Lord” (Isaiah 60:6).  

In addition to being prophetic fulfillments and very 
valuable, the gifts from the Magi were also prophetic in 
themselves. Biblical commentator M. Mills notes that:

The Old Testament frequently links gold to 
kings, so this gift recognized Jesus as a king, 
and indeed this is appropriate, for He is the King 
of kings!...Frankincense was used to compound 
the exclusive incense for the inner sanctum, the 
Most Holy place, God’s residence on earth (Exod. 
30:34–38), and the Old Testament sees incense 
as God’s special prerogative (Exod. 30:37; Ezek 
16:18)…Myrrh was one of the most valuable 
gum resins and, besides being used as a spice or 
medicine (this myrrh is not to be confused with 
Old Testament myrrh which is a different gum), 
was particularly used to embalm corpses (it was 
used in embalming Jesus (John 19:39–40). This 
gift thus recognized the significance of Jesus’ 
death, and as His office of Savior pivots on His 
sacrificial, atoning death, this gift interprets as 
recognizing Him as Savior, an insight the Magi 
could have gleaned from Isaiah 53.3

Finally, while the Gospel account does not give names 
to the Magi, tradition and history has identified the 
Magi as Melchior, Caspar (or Gaspar), and Balthazar.  
Also, we are not told that there were only three Magi.  
This tradition likely came from the number of the gifts 
given to the holy family as recorded in Matthew.

Of course, it is safe to say that the reason the Magi were 
not named is because the story is not about them!  The 
story is about God’s unfolding plan of redemption and 
reconciliation of the entire world.  All of the people 
and places described in Matthew, even nature itself (the 
star), are used by God to manifest His Son to the world.  
And, the very gifts of the Magi themselves manifest the 
person, work, and power of this infant Savior!

3  Mills, M. The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record 
(Dallas, Texas: 3E Ministries, 1999).

What does the story of the Magi tell us?  The Magi 
are living proof that God fulfills His promises and 
that Jesus has come for all people!  The Magi are a 
sign of the Gentile nations’ inclusion in God’s salvific 
plan.  The Epiphany season is that brief time in our 
Church Year where we are reminded that what the Magi 
discovered is what we have discovered as well; that 
in this child lay the “hopes and fears of all the years.”  
That in Jesus Christ we are given many gifts; the gifts 
of forgiveness, hope, and new life. Martin Luther, 
commenting on this story of the Magi, reminds us that

The first thing we should learn from this story…
is that the wise men went to search for Christ, the 
new born king, they did not find him in Jerusalem.  
Indeed, if they were to find Him at all, they would 
need to listen to the Prophet Micah…Thereafter, 
when they had received the Word…they…took 
the road to Bethlehem…The second thing that 
we should learn from this story is how to bear 
ourselves aright towards our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that is, that we should cast aside all offence, and 
together with these wise men witness before the 
world to the Lord Christ, seek Him from the 
bottom of our hearts, and adore him as our Savior.4

I like that Luther begins with God’s Word and ends with 
our lived response to those words.  Epiphany is that 
annual reminder that we are disciples—followers of 
Jesus on the “road” of our lives.  As disciples, we must 
be constantly equipped with Word and Sacraments so 
that we can follow faithfully and manifest the love of 
Jesus in and through our lives.  

The season of Epiphany; a time to celebrate the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ who is the fulfillment 
of God’s promises, both to His people, Israel, as well 
as to the world.  Because the glory of God has been 
manifested in and through Jesus, we are called as His 
disciples to manifest His glory by growing in faith 
and living out that faith in the day-to-day events and 
relationships in our lives. In the words of the classic 
hymn, Epiphany points towards the promise and hope 
that,

As with gladness men of old did the guiding 
star behold; As with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright;

So, most gracious Lord, may we ever more be 
led by thee5

4  Martin Luther. Day by Day We Magnify Thee, (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1982).
5  “As With Gladness Men of Old.” Lutheran Book of Worship: #82. 
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Quilt Sunday Stories
By Patti Sullivan, Altar Guild Coordinator

To begin, I’d like to say that this year’s Quilt Sunday 
was a huge success. We ended the day hearing many 
unique stories. 
 
A gentleman, from the Contemporay Worship service 
chose two quilts to purchase. He then proceeded to 
give Carol Hill his cash payment for the two quilts.  
After I bagged the quilts for him to take home, he 
handed the bag back to me and said that he would 
like to donate the two quilts he purchased back  to 
Red Hill Lutheran Church.  I’m sure he noticed my 
look of suprise as I asked him if he was sure and he 
said “Yes.” 
I thanked him again for his incredible generosity.  

This is just one of the stories that touched my heart 
that Sunday.  A mom with her family was browsing 
the quilting tables.  The mom was at the table to pay 
Carol for the quilts her children had picked out. I, too, 
was by the table helping bag up her quilts. 
This woman’s son, who was about nine years old 
said to me, “Who made these quilts?”  I said, “The 

quilts were made by the ladies you see out here on the 
patio.”  He then asked, “How do you make them?” 
I explained that the middle of the quilt was called 
a panel and the outer pieces of material were sown 
together with tiny stitches to make it the size it is. 
The quilt he had picked out was, in my opinion, one 
of our prettiest ones.  It was so heartfelt to have such 
a young child ask about how his quilt was made and 
also so fulfilling to see how much he loved the quilt 
he was receiving

I’d like to finish with another blessed occurence that 
took place this year. At the end of the day, there were 
42 boxes of quilts with eight quilts in each box, or 
a total of 336 quilts that we would be sending to 
Lutheran World Relief.  I called Carol and told her 
the great news.She said, “We’re sending 48 more this 
year than we sent in 2021!” 

As the truck arrived to pick up the quilts, it was such 
a blessing for us to know that they were on their way 
to provide warmth and comfort for  so many in need.



redhillchurch.org Page 17



The VinePage 18

By Cyndi Tully, Church and School Administrator
“Safety is a full-time job, don’t make is a part-time practice.”

Safety has become an essential part of communities and 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School is no exception.  
With the horrible shootings at schools and churches, 
Red Hill Lutheran has taken a hard look at its security 
measures and ways to keep our students, congregation, 
staff, and faculty safe.
In the fall of 2020, Red Hill Lutheran started looking 
closely at our camera system.  Our old system was 
hard to maneuver and only kept 24 hours of footage.  
When checking on which way a student started to walk 
home, it was hard to follow their movements across the 
campus.  There were many places that were unseen.  It 
also was only able to be used after the fact.  
Taking a hard look at the camera system led Red Hill 
Lutheran administration to focus on all aspects of 
safety on campus, the entry points, like doors and gates, 
and the ultimate safety alert system, our people.  We 
had been relying on the custodians to keep doors locked 
and to keep watch for people that were disruptive or 
should who not be on campus.  Therefore, we needed 
to delve into what other things could we implement to 
help keep our congregation and students safe, yet still 
welcome all to worship?  

“Security is not a product, but a process.” Bruce 
Schneier

In the spring of 2021, Principal Dr. Paul Marquardt, 
Office Manager Jill St. George, Head of Maintenance 
Adam Curiel and Church and School Administrator 
Cyndi Tully surveyed the campus with Detective Erik 
Haug of the Tustin Police Department, and Deputy 
Mario Alvergue from the Orange County Intelligence 
Assessment Center.   The information provided during 
this meeting was invaluable. The officers gave us 
an assessment of the campus with simple things we 
could do - clearing benches and bushes from specific 
locations - to complex options, like how to control 
visitor access and keep our front office staff safe.

After this meeting, Jill and I went away from that 
day with ideas and options on how to create a safer 
environment for our students, congregation, and staff.  
We crafted a proposal to upgrade security for both the 
Church and School.

The proposal summarized some issues that had been 
presented, how the simple and inexpensive solutions 
had been implemented, and four points of improvement 
that were needed. These included training of faculty 
and staff, creating a security committee, updated our 
camera systems, and implementing an access system.
Following are some of the areas we identified that could 
quickly be implemented and enhance safety.

Inexpensive Solutions  
•	 Ushers and greeters are trained to greet 

everyone who arrives for worship on Sundays.  
Someone with less than kind intent is less 
likely to cause an issue with people who are 
being kind to them.

•	 Custodians keep doors that are not needed for 
access locked.  This helps to keep unknown 
people from getting into vulnerable areas.

•	 Automatically locking doors during school 
day.

•	 Updating campus map
•	 Naming buildings according to the post office 

and Google.  This assists law enforcement if 
they are called to the location.

•	 Re-numbering the classrooms in the CLC 
(Building B) to help firefighters and law 
enforcement in an emergency.

Training 
The Administrator locates a program that would 
assist in training the faculty and staff on simple safety 
measures.  It would cycle on a four-year system with 
help from law enforcement, parents, and members of 
the congregation.
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Security Committee  
Learning from church shootings and other incidents, 
we have created a Security Committee.  The committee 
has members from the church and school to facilitate 
the needs of Red Hill Lutheran as a whole.  They 
are helping evaluate the security efforts and recruit 
members of the congregation to watch for unusual 
activity during services and other church events.  

Camera System  
The trial with Verkada cameras has led us to install their 
system throughout the campus.  We currently have 21 
cameras, both inside the buildings and on the exterior.  
This system allows key individuals to view the campus 
from many viewpoints.  It has 30-day storage and can 
download a five-minute video if something needs to 
be kept longer.  It enables the staff to be notified if 
someone who is not allowed on campus, is seen by 
the cameras.  

Three reasons why school security fails: 
“It can’t happen here.” 
“We can’t afford it.” 
“We don’t have the time to do all that.”   -- Jack Martin

Implementation has begun over the last 12 months.  
We have created a plan for 27 cameras, and we have 
already installed 21 of these cameras and learned more 
about the Verkada system.  Verkada has grown as a 
company and has added more hardware and software 
that can help us achieve our security goals.  As the 
Security Committee learns more, they are discussing 
the choices and how to move forward with Verkada or 
similar vendor to integrate our Intruder Alarm system 
and camera system with a new door access system.
Thanks to all those who prayerfully and generously 
supported Red Hill Lutheran School’s Black & White 
GALA event. The school successfully raised $175,000 
for new and improved security and student wellness.  
A very special thanks to Gala Chairperson, Mrs. 
Cynthia McGuff, for all her work, and that of the Gala 
Committee members.  

As a result of these efforts, we are pleased to report that 
we have ordered the final six cameras initially planned 
for the campus.

Safety is a small investment for a rich future.

Access System 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School has over 150 
different keys.  Our goal is to make the campus 
accessible through identification cards instead of keys.  
A person’s ID with their name and position would allow 
them to enter the campus and the areas they use on a 
day-to-day basis.  If the ID becomes lost, it would be 
deactivated, and a new ID would be issued on the spot.  
This would eliminate the expensive need to rekey each 
time a set of keys was lost or not returned.  It would 
also allow volunteers and congregants to have their 
access changed as their needs and accessibility to our 
campus changes.  No key would need to be made and 
tracked.  All their entrances would be adjusted online.
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God’s Timing
By Phil Gaylor, Director of Student Ministry

It’s amazing that I look at the month of December and 
feel I’m in store for a crazy month. It seems to come at 
us like a freight train; from parties, and performances, 
to birthday celebrations and more.
My family alone has three birthdays to celebrate, not 
counting Jesus’.

There’s so much to love and celebrate about the 
Christmas season, but can we be honest? Christmas 
is supposed to be a time of joy and cheer, yet it’s not 
always easy to feel festive this time of year. Maybe so 
much family time reminds you that your family isn’t 
perfect. Maybe it’s the first Christmas you’ll experience 
without a loved one who used to always be there. 
Maybe something has shifted in your “friend” group.

When Christmastime doesn’t exactly feel like “the 
most wonderful time of the year,” we might wonder 
if God’s timing is a little off, and even if God knows 
(or cares) about what’s going on with us. Maybe even 
if God can be trusted to come through for us.
This Christmas, if you’re struggling to muster up some 
hope and joy, you might want to take a look at the story 
of the very first Christmas. It begins with someone 
struggling to feel hope and joy, too.

In Luke 1, we meet a priest named Zechariah, who gets 
an incredible message from an angel: after many years 
of trying to have a baby, he and his wife, Elizabeth, 
are finally going to have a child. The angel tells them 
their child will play an important role in announcing 
the coming of Jesus, Savior of the world. But after so 
many years of disappointment, Zechariah has a hard 
time believing it could be true.
As you listen to this story, imagine what it might be like 
to be Zechariah — a man who committed his whole 
life to obeying God, but was still waiting for God to 
give him the child he so desperately wanted.
Zechariah was chosen to go into the temple by “casting 
lots.” This is kind of like the ancient version of drawing 
straws or using a random name generator. In other 
words, Zechariah probably looked at the scheduling 
of this priestly work shift as random— nothing special 
or out of the ordinary.

But God decided this was the day to introduce 
Zechariah to a bigger story. On this day, Zechariah’s 
“random” appointment was no accident at all — it was 
time for a greater purpose to be made known. When 
the angel Gabriel told Zechariah, he was going to have 
a son, and it probably seemed too good to be true. For 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, not having a child of their 
own was difficult.

In those days, if women couldn’t get pregnant, they 
often wondered if they had done something to deserve 
God’s punishment. This might seem strange to us 
today, but in that time and culture, men and women 
both sometimes had their characters questioned when 
they couldn’t conceive a child.

Of course, Zechariah and Elizabeth’s inability to have a 
baby didn’t have anything to do with their character or 
supposed sins. But by the time the angel told Zechariah 
they would finally have a baby, it seemed like God’s 
timing was too late.

At this point, both Zechariah and Elizabeth were pretty 
old — too old to have a child . . . right?

Phil and Tracy Gaylor
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The angel promised their child would play an important 
role in announcing the coming of Jesus, the Savior of 
the world. But after so many years of disappointment, 
Zechariah had a hard time believing it could be true. 
Zechariah’s struggle to believe God probably wasn’t 
because he was rebellious or intentionally distrustful 
of God. When you’ve spent so much time being 
disappointed, it makes sense if you temporarily forget 
how to feel hopeful.

When we look at how Zechariah responded to the angel 
Gabriel, it’s clear Zechariah thought it was too late. 
He needed Gabriel’s reminder that his circumstances 
weren’t random;  God was indeed working! Of course, 
God did exactly what the angel promised God would 
do. Elizabeth became pregnant with a baby who 
would one day grow up to become John the Baptist 
— the man who would help prepare the world to hear 
Jesus’ message. God wasn’t too late. For Zechariah, 
Elizabeth, and the whole world, God was right on time.

I don’t know what kind of questions, disappointments, 
or doubts you’re carrying this Christmas, but I hope 
you know there’s room for you (just like there was 
room for Zechariah) in the Christmas story. If it feels 
like God’s timing is off, or your prayers aren’t being 
heard, or it’s too late for God to come through, I hope 
you’ll hang onto these words this Christmas . . .

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not 
lean on your own understanding.  In all your 

ways, acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6

In life, we won’t always understand (or like) God’s 
timing. We’ll sometimes want our prayers answered 
faster, more often, or differently than when God decides 
to answer them.

We’ll sometimes be more confident in our own 
understanding than God’s understanding.

We’ll sometimes want to follow our own paths or 
timelines instead of waiting for God’s timing.

If you, like Zechariah, are struggling to trust what 
God is up to, I hope you’ll remember how God came 
through for Zechariah and Elizabeth at the perfect time. 
Because what was true for them is true for you: God’s 
timing is always right.

May you and your family have a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.
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the grapevine

On October 30th, Reformation Sunday, not only did 
our Red Hill members and community enjoy an in-

credible, uplifting worship service, but our Oktober-
fest Celebration, and second annual Trunk or Treat 

was once again, a huge success. The creativity of the 
decorated trunks was truly amazing, and the kids, 
(and adults) in attendance had a wonderful time! 
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The costume choices and trunk decor made this year’s Ok-
toberfest event one to remember!  We are so very grateful to 
all who participated through sponsoring decorated trunks, 

donating candy and cakes, preparing food, volunteering time 
to set up the event, and much more!
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2022 RHLS Gala was a Huge Success!
A Message from Dr. Paul Marquardt
Thanks to all those who prayerfully and generously 
supported our Black & White Gala Event.
We successfully raised $175,000 for new and 
improved school security and student wellness.  The 
event itself, held at the Balboa Bay Resort, with 
300 tickets sold, was a night of fun and fellowship.  
A very special thanks to Gala Chairperson, Mrs. 
Cynthia McGuff, for all her hard work, and that of 
the Gala Committee members.
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Gala attendees 
came to the event 
“dressed to the 

nines” and enjoyed 
all the festivities 

the evening had to 
offer, including bid-
ding on some great 

items.  
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The Importance of Christmas
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal

CHRIST’s mass.  What a fun time of the year.  Busy, yes; however it is truly a special time as everyone 
throughout the world focuses on the birth of Jesus, who is the CHRIST our Savior!  Or do they?  While 
everyone certainly looks forward to celebrating CHRISTmas, it appears that some don’t stop to ask what it 
is truly all about.  I was recently in one of our local large home improvement stores over the Thanksgiving 
break and was very saddened to not find any nativity sets (large or small) in the CHRISTmas (or ‘holiday’) 
décor section.  Curious, I asked one of the associates who told me that there must not be much demand for 
them if the buyers did not buy them for the stores.

I pray that you will share with your family and friends the true importance of the CHRISTmas season 
celebration.  As we are clearly told in The Bible (John 3:16), ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal live!’ 

Have a blessed and joyful CHRISTmas.
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Continuous School Improvement: Accreditation
Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal

Hebrews 12:1 says, “ Let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.”  For the past 14 years, 
Red Hill Lutheran School has been running a race, a 
journey of rigorous self-study  to support continuous 
school improvement through the school accreditation 
process. In 2008, the school was granted a six-year 
term with the Association of Christian Schools 
International, followed by additional six-year terms 
with the National Lutheran School Accreditation and 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges in 2014 
and 2020. Every year, the school submits a progress 
report outlining how it continues to work to advance 
schoolwide goals to support student learning. 

For the 2022-2023 school year, the school has focused 
on four specific areas of continuous improvement:

Math
As part of our efforts to strengthen our math instruction, 
RHLS teachers are studying Eduprotocols. These 
engaging activities were reinforced at the Lutheran 
Educators Convention in San Diego this November 
and provide student-centered learning activities for 
the math classroom. We continue to support teachers 
through instructional coaching, provided by our middle 
school math teacher, Mr. Matthew Smith.

Technology
In alignment with our “Know the Truth” 
school theme, the school has targeted Digital 
Citizenship and technology for integration 
into the curriculum. Lessons are designed 
to promote students’ Internet and Media 
discernment. Recently, they attended an 
informative assembly from Cyber Safety Cop, 
Clayton Cranford. A comprehensive inventory 
of school technology has been completed and 
analyzed, leading to a plan to systematically 
launch Promethean Interactive Displays 
schoolwide. 

Evangelism
The school and church continue to foster a 
strong partnership by working together to 
promote events such as Reformation Sunday, 
Advent, and Lutheran Schools Week. They 

recently collaborated to examine the new Lutheran 
Religion Standards as the school works to measure and 
assess students’ biblical literacy and Christian identity.

Wellness
Our school’s Wellness Committee is working to 
promote a coordinated approach to policies and 
practices to ensure students are safe, engaged, 
supported, challenged, healthy, and prepared to 
succeed in school and in life. We will look to the 
Lord to strengthen our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
Attending to children’s social, mental, and physical 
health can lead to positive academic outcomes. In turn, 
children who succeed academically are more likely to 
engage in healthy behaviors and experience positive 
health outcomes as adults.

1 Peter 1:7 reminds us that, “These have come so that 
the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—
may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ 
is revealed.” It is through the careful examination of 
our school practices that we can grow and improve, 
refining ourselves to be even better than before. We 
pray that the testing of our practices at RHLS will lead 
to God’s glory on every step of the journey. 
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Performing Arts Prepares for the Christmas Season

The Christmas Season is always a special and magical time 
in the RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD).  Students 
and faculty get to hone new instrumental, choral and acting 
skills and present them to audiences, while sharing the 
GOOD NEWS of Jesus’s birth. PAD teachers delight in the 
journey of teaching RHLS students traditional Christmas 
music and preparing them for their first performances of 
the school year.  

Actually, Christmas arrives at RHLS in early October! 
PAD teachers begin introducing music, materials and 
scripts to classes BEFORE Halloween. Students rehearse 
and practice in their weekly classes, and teachers begin the 
many processes of producing a show! Rehearsal schedules, 
musical arrangements, solo and spoken part assignments, 
choreography, costumes, props, sets, student line-ups etc. 
all fill the to-do lists of our hardworking team of PAD 
teachers. Students, in grades Kindergarten-8, learn to 
work together creating instrumental and choral music and 
dramatic offerings. 

This year RHLS is excited to perform LIVE again for our 
friends and families and will share the JOY of Christ’s birth 
in the following productions, under the direction of our 
talented and passionate PAD staff:

Mr. Ben Hunter(Instrumental Music)
Mrs. Laura Lodin (Choral Music/Classroom Music/

Handbells)
Ms. Deana Occhipinti (Theatre Arts/Drama/Spirit Squad)
Mr. Isaiah Coughran (Praise Band)

Friday, December 9th - “Hold on to Your Hat - It’s 
Christmas!”   (6:30pm in the Sanctuary)
featuring RHLS 3rd-5th graders 
             
Friday, December 16th - “WOW! A New Nativity” 
(10:30am in the Sanctuary)
 featuring RHLS Kinder-2nd graders 
                
The performance and enrichment opportunities don’t stop 
there! Our band and drumline students had the chance to 
play the National Anthem during Angels Band Night, as 
well as pep tunes at an actual high school football game!. 
Our Drama, Handbells and Singspiration groups had the 
pleasure of going to OLu to see “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat!” And our Concert Band, Praise 
Band, Drumline, Singspiration and Spirit Squad helped 
represent RHLS in the Tustin Tiller Days Parade–taking 
home a 2nd place trophy! 
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The Spring will see our classes and ensembles going to 
festivals and invitationals at Orange Lutheran, Concordia, 
and even Knott’s Berry Farm. A few of the classes even 
auditioned for the opportunity to participate in workshops 
with the talent at Disneyland. We will update our community 
as we get more details.

RHLS is proud to have its own student-led Praise Band. In 
addition to leading worship every Wednesday for Chapel, 
each morning, before the Praise Band ever strikes a chord or 
sings a note together, they pray and read scripture together. 
This is the rhythm of their time together. They spend time 
feeding our souls and shaping minds, so that they can give 
out – sing out! – the love of God which we see in Christ 
Jesus! That is especially the case as they enter into the 
“Christmas Season.”  As a Praise band, we want to celebrate 
and announce what an amazing and profound gift God has 
given us in Jesus becoming man and living with us! And as 
Jesus found it important to read the scriptures (Luke 24:32) 
and to share in them together, we as a Praise Band want 
to share them with you through song. We pray you have a 
joy-filled Christmas full of music and laughter. Remember:

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” -  Isaiah 9:6

It is such a blessing to be on this journey with our students! 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the RHLS 
Performing Arts Department!
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Faith Development in the Young Child
By Jessica Hickey, Preschool Assistant Director

As we enter the Season of Advent, waiting for the Birth 
of our Savior, we began working with our preschoolers, 
beginning in October, preparing our hearts and theirs 
through a season of Thankfulness.

In each of our classrooms we began by discussing 
those special people and things we are thankful for. 
This began as we participated in our annual Preschool 
Pumpkin Patch. The children enjoyed many fun 
pumpkin themed activities that had been generously 
donated by our preschool families.

This allowed the children the opportunity to explore 
pumpkins. By examining the small pumpkin seed, we 
learned that God can take a small seed and grow it into 
a big pumpkin. We talked about if we trust God to grow 
a pumpkin from a small seed, we can also trust him to 
take anything we have to give, to help bless others. We 
also took time to celebrate God’s love for us through a 
Friendsgiving Celebration. All of the classes worked 
together to make the special Friendsgiving banner.

As we finished our lessons of Pumpkins and God being 
able to use even our little preschoolers, we turned our 
thankfulness into action by joining the rest of RHLS 
in the Operation Christmas Child shoe box drive. God 
has given us a lot to be thankful for and we want to 
give to others. By giving and being a part of Operation 
Christmas Child, we are teaching our preschoolers to 
take their Thankfulness and put into action by giving 
back. 

Just as we gave gifts to children around the world, we 
now wait expectantly, for the best gift of all… Jesus! 
Our amazing Transitional Kindergarten teachers, Miss 
Alexis and Miss Melyssa work with their class to teach 
the rest of the preschool about the birth of Jesus by 
creating a Christmas movie. The roles are cast, the 
costumes are collected, and the scripts are learned. By 
working together, the children in this class help make 
the story of Christmas real and relatable for the rest of 
the preschool children. 

Thank you for encouraging, praying and supporting 
us in this important work. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas!
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A Fantastic Season! 
By Laura Wakeham

Hello, My name is Laura Wakeham.  I am a parent to 
a 7th grader daughter at RHLS and relatively new to 
the school as we enrolled Louise in 5th grade.  When 
the opportunity arose for me to coach the varsity 
volleyball team, I jumped at the chance.  I started 
playing volleyball in middle school with my classmates 
at a small parochial school in Chicago, and I quickly 
developed a love for the game that endures still today.  
To have the opportunity to share this love with my 
daughter was too good to pass.  And then to be able to 
share this with not only my daughter, but a whole team 
of young female athletes was absolutely awesome.  
 
At the start of the season, I sent an email to the parents 
and discussed with the team my primary goals for the 
season.  They were as follows:

•	 Help the girls improve their volleyball skills.
•	 Help the girls learn to be supportive and 

great teammates.
•	 Have a lot of fun at games and practices
•	 And win!

Twenty-two athletes participated in the volleyball 
season.  With that many girls, we decided the best 
course of action would be to split the girls into two 
teams.  I continued to coach all of the girls during 
practices, but for games, I coached the Red team and 
Ms. Veronica Chino coached the White team.  This 
was Coach Veronica’s first time coaching volleyball 

and she was awesome! She was a joy to work with, 
she showed up every day with a great attitude, ready 
to learn and work hard.  I was so happy to have Coach 
Veronica by my side this season.  

The girls all improved as volleyball players and 
teammates, we had a lot of fun during both practices 
and games and we WON!  The teams not only hit our 
goals, they blew them out of the water! 

The Red team had nine matches on our schedule, each 
won by the best two out of three sets.  If either team 
won the first two sets, a third friendship game could be 
played for any of the team’s players that hadn’t got a 
chance to play in the first two sets.  The Red team didn’t 
lose a single set this season - going 9-0 in Matches 
and 27-0 in sets.  Every girl played and contributed in 
equal amounts. We out-served, out-hustled and out-
worked our opponents. After one of our final matches, 
the opposing coach (whose team hadn’t lost prior to 
playing us) told me after the match: “If we were going 
to lose to anyone, I am glad it was you (Red Hill).  Not 
only do you have a great team, but they have excellent 
sportsmanship.”  That statement alone, meant the 
world to me.  So much can be learned through sport 
beyond the scoreboard and to know that our athletes 
had learned to win with grace was the greatest lesson 
of our season.  

I am grateful for the opportunity to have coached our 
varsity volleyball team this season and am looking 
forward to next year!
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RHLS After School Sports Program
By Chase Martin, Athletic Director/P.E. Teacher

Like in life, the sports seasons always sneak up on 
me. Just coming off the summer break and bam, first 
set of games, early September. In fall, RHLS plays 
varsity (7/8) and Junior varsity (5 /6)flag football and 
volleyball. Coach Martin leads the varsity squad and 
Mr. D leads the JV squad. Don’t let the word flag 
fool you, this is still football, air raids, edge runs, and 
blocking. The players put everything out there. The 
team loves the thrill of a long pass or a great corner 
run to the endzone. It is always fun playing other 
competitive Christian schools. 

We start with prayer before each game, then play hard 
for an hour, then meet to congratulate at midfield. It is 
an honor to coach and to compete as a Christian. This 
summer Mr. Brenner and Coach Martin held a football 
camp in July. On Tuesday of that week, Mr. Brenner 
held a mock NFL combine for the kids to compete in. 
The kids pushed each other to be the best and to give 
it their all. What a great time to coach and to get to 
know the kids. As the Athletic Director here at Red 
Hill Lutheran School I am honored to work with such 
great coaches and blessed to coach these incredible 
students here at RHLS. 

It has been an honor, and a privilege to work at Red Hill 
Lutheran School for these past 13 years. I am looking 
forward to many more years. 
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Missions Update: The Terhune Family
We are Matthew and Emily Terhune, plus Elijah 
and Claire, and we are serving with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators in Papua New Guinea. Wycliffe’s mission 
is to make the Bible available to every people 
group in their native language – the language in 
which God’s Word will best speak to them. Papua 
New Guinea is unique in having more languages 
than any other country on earth, with over 800 
different languages. Many of these languages now 
have Bible translations, but more still remain, and 
Wycliffe’s biggest translation project is here in PNG. 
 

Matthew currently works as a network engineer in the 
Communications and Technical Services department 
at Ukarumpa, Wycliffe’s main base of operations. 
Computers and software translation tools have become 
vital to the translation process, speeding up translation 
many times and allowing safe remote backups of 
completed work. Matthew’s job is to set up and 
maintain the IT infrastructure needed for these tools, 
as well as for day- to-day operations at Ukarumpa. 
This includes managing satellite connections from 
PNG out to the rest of the world, radio links to 
translation teams working in remote villages, and 
server and phone systems at our translation center. 
 

Emily works in the Scripture Use department. 
Christianity in PNG has some unique challenges. 
Missionaries came here early and there are many 
churches. However, without the truth of scripture, 
local churches have drifted in their beliefs. People may 
claim to be Christian, but often have no understanding 
of grace, or they may not even know who Jesus is. 
Others mix parts of scripture with sorcery practices, 
and new cults and false prophets are common. Many 
people are terrified of the spirit world because they 
don’t understand the protection God can offer. The goal 
of the Scripture Use department is to follow up after a 
translation is completed, to make sure people understand 
what scripture is really saying and to help establish 
its use in church and in the home. This provides a 
foundation for churches and correction for false beliefs. 
 
In particular, Emily has been helping coordinate SALT 
trips. These trips involve a team of local people who 
go out to villages to lead a two-week course that 
covers the basics of Christian faith, salvation, and 
following God. We have been blessed to see God 
work powerfully through these courses, with many 
people becoming Christian and even some whole 
villages turning from sin and being transformed. 
Others have said they have been going to church, but 
didn’t really understand faith and salvation until they 
were taught. Please pray with us for the continued 
success of these trips, and that God would raise up 
more team members and provide resources so this 
ministry can grow. Please pray for Emily as well, she 
is currently on a SALT trip to West New Britain and is 
struggling with sickness as she helps with the course. 
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We would also appreciate your prayer in the following 
areas:

We recently suffered a large earthquake, the 
largest here in decades. No one here at Ukarumpa 
was injured, but houses and infrastructure were 
damaged. Please pray for ongoing repair efforts. 
PNG held national elections this year. Unfortunately, 
this led to violence and tribal fighting in our area and 
some local villages were burned. The fighting has died 
down somewhat, but tensions remain, and there have 
been several outbreaks in the past few months. Please 
pray for peace, and for those who lost loved ones or 
houses. Pray also for our workers who have not been 
able to get to center because of roadblocks.
 
We’ll be leaving for furlough in the US at the 
end of December. Please pray for safe travel, for 
our family and especially Claire and Elijah as we 
re-adjust to America, and that we would be able 
to quickly raise the support we need to return. 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers and for all the 
support Red Hill has provided to our mission! God has 
truly blessed us through all of you!
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The Season of Lent
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Ash Wednesday, February 22nd, the holy and solemn 
season of Lent begins! The word Lent originally 
meant “spring” and is to be understood as a time to 
reflect on Baptism and its foundation in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. It is a period of six weeks (or 40 
days) preceding the annual observance of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus (Good Friday and Easter).  
Lent is also set apart as a special season of fasting, 
penitence, and prayer.

This Lenten focus on Baptism reflects the ancient 
church’s practice of a forty-day preparation for 
catechumens (literally, those under study), leading to 
their Baptism at the Easter Vigil (Saturday evening 
before Easter). Additionally, the significance of the 
forty-day period of time echoed the forty days which 
Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness.  In the early church 
(as well as today), Baptism was (and is) the Sacrament 
of joining one’s life 
to Jesus’ death on 
the  cross  and His 
resurrection from death.  
Consequently, the cross 
of Jesus becomes the 
revelatory symbol of 
the Christian’s new life 
as a disciple of Jesus. 
The cross reveals how 
far divine love will go 
to forgive human sin, 
and the cross reveals 
how life is to be lived 
under God’s control—
dying to self in order to 
live for Christ.  

Again, Lent begins 
with the sacred day of 
Ash Wednesday. The 
name, Ash Wednesday, 
reflects the custom that 
prevailed in the early 
church of sprinkling 
ashes on the heads 
of penitents on the 
first day of Lent, as a 
public declaration of 

humiliation and sorrow for sin. In the early church, 
ashes were not offered to everyone but were only used 
to mark the forehead of worshippers who had made 
public confession of sin and sought to be restored to the 
fellowship of the community for the Easter celebration.  
However, over the years, others began to show their 
humility and identification with the penitents by 
asking that they, too, be marked as sinners.  Finally, 
the imposition of ashes was extended to the whole 
congregation in services similar to those that we have 
today in many Christian churches on Ash Wednesday.  
Ashes became symbolic of that attitude of penitence 
reflected in the Lord’s Prayer: “…Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.” (Luke 11:4).  Examples of this symbolic practice 
of using ashes in scripture would be the Prophet Daniel, 
King David, and the people of Nineveh, to which Jesus 
Himself refers to in Matthew 11:21.  

You may notice that 
from Ash Wednesday to 
Eater there are actually 
forty-six days.  How do 
we arrive at forty days?  
There are six Sundays in 
Lent, and as all Sundays 
are considered “feast 
days” in honor of the 
Resur rec t ion ,  they 
are not counted in the 
forty-days.  To make up 
for these Sundays, six 
days are added to the 
beginning of the season.
The color associated 
with the Lenten season 
is purple.  The color 
symbolizes both the pain 
and suffering leading up 
to the crucifixion of 
Jesus, as well as the 
suffering of humanity 
and the world under 
sin.  At the same time, 
in antiquity, purple was 
also the color of royalty. 
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Jesus Christ is our suffering King who will die for His 
people! And, as will be celebrated on Easter Sunday, 
Jesus’ resurrection confirms Jesus’ lordship, and His 
defeat of the powers of death and hell! 
In addition to the change in color that you will see 
in our sanctuary (from white/green for Epiphany) to 
purple during Lent, you will also see our “old rugged 
cross” in the chancel area.  This cross is both a visible 
symbol of the beginning of Lent and a constant 
reminder of what Lent is all about.  However, it won’t 
be long until the cross is taken over by a flower-filled 
chancel that will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus!  As 
you can see, even our sanctuary conveys the journey 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday!

Sometimes I am asked, “Pastor, do Lutherans “give 
up” things for Lent? The answer is: Lutherans can if 
they choose to do so. The small sacrifices we make can 
help us to be mindful of the total sacrifice that Jesus 
made for us! Sometimes, rather than focusing on giving 
up things like chocolate or some favorite food, Lent 
can be a time of adding something to one’s spiritual 
journey; drawing near to God by extraordinary acts of 
penitence, charity, and spiritual devotion. During Lent, 
we are able to focus on deepening one’s discipleship, 
purifying our heart from sin, and deepening our desire 
to follow Jesus more closely. Simply put, Lent provides 
the believer a time to spiritually assess one’s heart and 
relationship with Jesus. As theologian and Pastor Alan 
Jones writes:
 

Lent is a time “for honesty, a realistic assessment 
of the human heart” (as the late Dean of 
Westminster Michael Mayne described it). 
We are invited to enter into the compelling 
story spelled out in these days, spelled out in 
a shared meal, and in God’s self-giving love 
which “contains and unites our lesser stories, 
and has the power to pull them together and 
make sense of them.”

Most importantly, as we journey through the Lenten 
season and participate in Lent’s call for a “realistic 
assessment of the human heart,” our understanding of 
the passion that led Jesus to the cross becomes more 
poignant and the joy of Easter more profound as a 
result of the Lenten pilgrimage.

I return to the thoughts of Alan Jones who encourages 
Christians to avail themselves of the Lenten journey.  
Jones writes,

Lent gives us an opportunity to allow for 
a panic-free emptiness to grow within us.  
Prayer is learning to wait there in patience, to 
be still, to stop clutching at and fussing about 
life - perhaps to do a little less harm.  Thomas 
Merton wrote, “If we attempt to act and do 
things for others or for the world without 
deepening our own self-understanding, our 
own freedom, integrity and capacity to love, we 
will not have anything to give to others. We will 
communicate nothing but the contagion of our 
own obsessions, our aggressiveness, our own 
ego-centered ambitions...Lent is a time for us 
to aim at a certain end - the love of God -- and 
recover that space where there is no clutching 
and fussing but the grace on which the peace 
and felicity of the world is built.  It’s a time 
of the darkness of God.  The scene is being 
changed. A good time.

Our hope and prayer for you is that during this Lenten 
season, you will “recover that space where there is no 
clutching and fussing but the grace of God…”  Amen! 
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T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  w h o 
packed Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  Our 
goal, working together, was to pack 1,000 shoeboxes for 
children in need throughout the world via Samaritan›s 
Purse.  Our final count is not yet in, but the preliminary 
count was 910.  You can still go online and pack a 
shoebox through the easy to use website - Invite friends 
and relatives who may live out of the area to pack an 
online shoebox.  It is a fun and easy way for everyone 
to be involved in this amazing journey of a shoebox gift 
that begins with each of us and results in Evangelism, 
Discipleship, and Multiplication! 
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Songs of the Season
JOY TO THE WORLD!

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
-ISAAC WATTS, 1674-1748

Rejoice in the Lord always;
And again I say, Rejoice.

Let your moderation be known unto all men.
The Lord is at hand.

Philippians 4:4-5

In the days of Isaac Watts, the author of this hymn, 
there was in England extreme prejudice against 
newly-composed hymns.  Congregations were 
strictly devoted to singing the Psalms in worship.  
So Watts reworked certain Psalms in freer and more 
spontaneous versions.  In 1719, he published Psalms 
of David, Imitated in the Language of the New 
Testament, creating a new style of church music.

“Joy to the World” is based on Psalm 98, which 
tells of the Messiah’s coming and 
kingdom.  The reader may be 
able to see Watts’s first stanza in 
Psalm 98:2-3 – and the arrival of 
a victorious King.  The second 
stanza is drawn from verses 4-8 – 
through the praise of all creation.  
The fourth stanza is seen in verse 
9 – God’s righteous and loving 
reign.

Watts strayed a little from Psalm 98 when he wrote 
the third stanza to this hymn – “No more let sins and 
sorrows grow/Nor thorns infest the ground.”  This 
seems to be a direct command from the divine King 
Himself.  Then Watts returns to the psalm, imitating 
the last sentence in verse 3 – “He comes to make His 
blessings flow/Far as the curse is found.”

Set to a tune by the greatest of all English 
composers, George Friedrich Handel, “Joy to the 
World” can powerfully fill the heart with the joy of 
Christ’s coming, especially when sung standing with 
a congregation on Christmas Eve!

Sir Isaac Watts

In Memoriam
As the year 2022 comes to a close, we have said 
goodbye, but will forever lovingly remember, 

the following saints, our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, who went to be with Jesus this year.

  Eric Thorson 
Jerry Spangler 
DeWight Titus
Don Walker

Chuck Tarrant
Ken Smith

David Enssle
Arthur LeBrun
Taylor Baird

John Fox 
Cameron Calderon

David Nitzen
Harriet Anderson

“Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has 

eternal life. He does not come into 
judgment, but has passed from 

death to life.”    John 5:24
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       Dates to Remember

December 11th - Christmas Concert

December 24th - Christmas Eve Worship
3:00pm and 5:00pm Family Worship with Live Nativity
7:00pm Candlelight Service with Strings

December 25th  -  Christmas Day
10:00am Worship with Carols

December 26th - Campus Closed

January 2nd, 2023 - Campus Closed

January 16th, 2023 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Campus Closed

February 20th, 2023 - President’s Day – Campus Closed

February 22nd, 2023 - Ash Wednesday


