
redhillchurch.org Page 1

SPRING EDITION | 2022SPRING EDITION | 2022

The Journey of Holy Week 
Page 12

A Circle of Grace
Page 22

The Impact and Support 
of Global Missions
Page 24



The VinePage 2

Springtime is the season of new life!  Flowers bloom, the days grow warmer, and the nights grow 
shorter!  Winter’s chill and darkness will give way to spring’s life and light. What is true of nature’s seasons 
is also true in our lives of faith! 
As we enter into the spring season, and the renewal of life associated with spring, in this issue of The Vine, 
you will read about the Christian hope for new life promised in Scripture, as well as opportunities for you 
to participate in Worship services, Bible studies, small groups, and service opportunities, through which the 
Holy Spirit will strengthen your faith, deepen your hope, and equip you to follow Jesus! The Apostle Paul, 
writing to the church at Corinth, says it this way…:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come” (2 Corinthians 5.17).

As you read through this edition of The Vine, consider the new life that is yours in Christ Jesus. Are you 
living as a new creation in Christ?  Or, are you carrying the burdens of yesterday’s guilt and tomorrows 
worries?  How can Red Hill Lutheran Church and School help you to live and serve in newness of life?  
The Easter hope of new life is your promise from God to claim—today! 
Happy spring!

In Christ
Pastor Seth  

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5
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God’s Story-Our Story
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“I will take you to be my people, and I will 
be your God, and you shall know that I am 
the Lord your God…” (Exodus 6.7)

One way of understanding the Bible is to read it as 
“God’s story;” the unfolding narrative of God’s self-
revelation to humankind.  Of course, this divine story 
also reveals the story of humankind; our nature and 
our destiny.  In other words, the Bible is His-story 
of who God is, what God desires, and how God will 
make what He desires come to fulfillment.  Within this 
“narrative structure,” to borrow a phrase from literary 
studies, humankind finds its “story” within the divine 
story.  Scripture tells us who we are, why we are, and 
what we will finally be when God’s story is ultimately 
fulfilled within human history.         

Further, within this unfolding narrative, we discover 
a foundational “plot structure” in the Bible:  God’s 
covenantal relationship with humanity.  From the 
beginning of Scripture to its end, one theme that 
runs throughout its pages is that God makes promises 
and keeps them!  One primary way that God makes 
promises is through His covenants. Understanding 
God’s covenants throughout Scripture is…

…fundamental to the Bible’s story.  At its most 
basic, covenants present God’s desire to enter 
into relationship with men and women created 
in his image…Covenant is all about relationship 
between Creator and his creation.  The idea 
may seem simple; however, the implications 
of covenant and covenant relationship between 
God and humankind are vast.1

Theologian Michael Horton adds that the biblical 
covenants are the “architectural structure that we 
believe the Scriptures themselves to yield…It is not 
simply the concept of covenant, but the concrete 
existence of God’s covenantal dealings in our history 
that provides the connection within which we recognize 
the unity of Scripture amid its remarkable variety.”2  

1 Alistair I. Wilson and Jamie A. Grant. The God of Covenant: 
Biblical, Theological, and Contemporary Perspectives, ed. Jamie A. Grant and 
Alistair I Wilson (Leicester, UK: Apollos, 2005).
2 Michael Horton. God of Promise: Introducing Covenant Theology 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker, 2006).

Consequently, the story of God (the Bible) is the story 
of God’s covenantal relationships with His people, 
within human history.  In the opening chapters of 
Genesis, God creates a cosmos in which human life is 
made possible.  At the end of the creation week, God 
created Man and Woman in His image, promising 
them life and love as God “walks” with them in 
Eden.  God’s tells His creatures that they may eat of 
any tree but one, even warning Adam and Eve about 
the consequences of disobeying the divine command:  
death.  In the tragic story of Genesis 3, we witness the 
human rejection of God’s love and care.  However, 
in grace and mercy, God continues to move toward 
humanity in both judgment and mercy.  As the story 
of God unfolds, God promises a renewed relationship 
with His creation, a relationship that will be made 
possible through covenant.   

The study of the Biblical covenants, their meanings 
and interrelationships, is referred to as “covenantal 
theology.”  Covenantal theology is a way of interpreting 
the Bible (referred to as Biblical hermeneutics), 
through a particular, theological lens, in this case, 
through God’s covenants.  The task of Covenantal 
theology is to read the entire cannon of Scripture, both 
the Old and New Testaments (sometimes referred to as 
the Old and New Covenants), as revealing the:

…progressive unfolding of God’s plan, rooted 
in history and developed along a specific 
storyline primarily demarcated by the biblical 
covenants...to exegete texts in their own 
context and then, in light of the entire Canon, 
to examine the unfolding nature of God’s plan 
and carefully think through the relationship 
before and after that plan, which culminates 
in Christ.3  

In other words, the Biblical covenants are not a random 
series of divine-human “contract-relationships,” as 
if God had a perennial “plan B” throughout Biblical 
history.  Quite the contrary, God’s covenants are 
elements in the same divine story of God’s intention 
to rescue His broken creation.  As Peter Gentry and 

3 Peter J. Gentry and Stephen J. Wellum. God’s Kingdom through 
God’s Covenants (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2015).  The italics are from 
the original text.
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Stephen Wellum write, “Our triune God has only one 
plan of redemption, yet we discover what that plan 
is as we trace his salvation work through the biblical 
covenants.”4  

In order to understand this interrelationship of the 
various covenants, each covenant “must be placed in 
its own covenantal location and then placed in terms 
of what covenant(s) precede it and follow it before we 
can rightly discern how God’s entire plan is fulfilled in 
Christ.”5  Covenantal theology both affirms the unity of 
Scripture (both Old and New Testament as God’s Word) 
as well as the unity of God’s saving grace revealed 
through Scripture.  As Biblical scholar Michael Bird 
writes, covenantal theology “recognizes that God has 
one plan and one purpose across redemptive-history.  
I believe in covenant theology…a covenant of grace is 
God’s plan for taking 
people from being 
“in Adam” to being 
“in Christ.”6  

What exactly is a 
covenan t?   The 
E n g l i s h  w o r d , 
“covenant,” comes 
f rom the  La t in , 
convenire ,  which 
means “ to  come 
together.”  Biblically, 
the word covenant, 
t r a n s l a t e s  t h e 
Hebrew word berith 
and the Greek word, diatheke.  These terms refer to 
“a solemn commitment, guaranteeing promises or 
obligations undertaken by one or both parties, sealed 
with an oath.”7  A more in-depth explanation is offered 
by Daniel Lane:

A covenant is an enduring agreement which 
defines a relationship between two parties 
involving a solemn, binding obligation(s) 
specified on the part of at least one of the parties 
toward the other, made by an oath under threat 

4 Stephen J. Wellum and Brent E. Parker, Eds. Progressive Cov-
enantalism (Nashville, Tennessee: B&H Academic, 2016).
5 Wellum and Parker, Progressive Covenantalism.
6 Michael F. Bird. “Why I Believe in Monocovenantalism.” Article 
posted at  www.thejesuscreed.org 
7 Paul Williamson. Sealed with an Oath: Covenant in God’s Unfold-
ing Purpose (Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP Academic, 2007).

of divine curse, and ratified by a visual ritual.8

Additionally, in each respective covenant, there are 
five common elements:

•	 The Covenant Mediator (The person with 
whom God makes the covenant).

•	 The Covenant Blessings (God’s promises 
associated with the respective covenant).

•	 The Covenant Conditions (or curses).
•	 The Covenant Sign (For remembrance and 

celebration).
•	 The Covenant Form (How do God’s people 

live/act in light of the covenant). 

Theologians and historians have noted that some of the 
biblical covenants are similar to treaties and covenants 

common in  the 
Ancient Near East.  
This would make 
sense as the Bible 
reflects the customs, 
practices, and ways 
of the Near East.  
God was interacting 
in real-time with 
real people.  At the 
same time, God’s 
covenants are often 
unique.  

One example is 
offered by Roman 
Catholic Scholar 

Scott Hahn.  Hahn refers to God’s covenants as 
“Kinship by covenant.”  God’s saving intentions 
involves His creating a family; God desires a mutual, 
reciprocal relationship of intimate love.  In a kinship 
covenant:

…kinship bonds are extended to bind parties 
in mutual relationship based on a joint 
commitment under divine sanctions.  The 
purpose of this type of covenant is to draw 
others who are potentially at enmity into a 
family circle where amity might prevail…
The element of mutuality is prominent.  This 
mutuality is often signified by a shared meal, 

8 Quoted in, Gentry and Wellum. God’s Kingdom through God’s 
Covenants.
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and exchange of oaths, and/or select terms 
demoting reciprocal affiliation (e.g., “peace,” 
“love,” and “loyalty”).9

Here, God’s love is seen as the “motivation” for 
God’s covenants. And, when humanity breaks their 
commitments to the covenant, it is God’s love and 
faithfulness that renews/restores the covenant.  For 
example, in Deuteronomy, the relationship between 
God’s covenantal love and faithfulness is made clear:     

“For you are a people holy to the Lord your 
God. The Lord  your God has chosen you 
to be a people for his treasured possession, 
out of all the peoples who are on the face 
of the earth. 7 It was not because you were 
more in number than any other people that 
the Lord set his love on you and chose you, 
for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is 
because the Lord loves you and is keeping the 
oath that he swore to your fathers…9 Know 
therefore that the Lord your God is God, the 
faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast 
love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, to a thousand generations… 
(Deuteronomy 7.6-8a, 9)

Perhaps Scott Hahn sums it up best when he writes, 
“The basic message God wants to convey by covenant, 
then, can be stated simply: ‘I love you.  I am committed 
to you. I swear that I will never forsake you.  You are 
mine and I am yours.  I am your father, and you are 
my family.’”10  

The story of God revealed through the Bible is the story 
of a God who makes promises and keeps His promises; 
the story of a God who wants a family!  As we come to 
understand this God of love and faithfulness through 
the story of Scripture, we can better understand who 
we truly are, and, even more, we can join God’s story 
of mutual love.  God calls you, as a disciple of Jesus, 
to be a member of God’s family—His church—you 
are His son or daughter!  All of this is made possible 
through the loving and faithful covenantal love of God.  

9 Scott Hahn. Kinship by Covenant: A Canonical Approach to the 
Fulfillment of God’s Saving Promises (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
2009).
10 Scott Hahn. A Father Who Keeps His Promises: God’s Covenant 
Love in Scripture (Cincinnati, Ohio: Servant, 1998).

I hope you can join us every Sunday in Worship, as we 
are reminded, through Word and Sacrament that God 
is a God of love and faithfulness. In a world of broken 
promises and broken dreams, God’s covenantal love 
tells us, “I love you.  I am committed to you. I swear 
that I will never forsake you.  You are mine and I am 
yours.  I am your father, and you are my family.”  

What better promise could we ever receive?  

God’s peace and blessings to you!
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

The Season of Lent
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Ash Wednesday, we began the sacred season of 
Lent. Ash Wednesday is a Christian holiday (holy 
day) observed by the Christian Church for centuries. 
The name, Ash Wednesday, comes from the ancient 
practice of placing ashes on the forehead in the shape 
of a cross. The ashes symbolize that we are mortal 
creatures, created by God and dependent upon God for 
our life—we are creatures and not the creator (Genesis 
3.19)! Because we forget this truth, we sin. Because we 
sin, we separate ourselves from God.  However, God 
sent Jesus to get us back! The ashes on our foreheads 
are made in the sign of the cross to remind us that Jesus 
loved us so much, He died for our sin and rose from 
the tomb on Easter, defeating death and the devil.  

The word Lent comes from the Middle English word, 
“Lente,” meaning “spring time,” and is a forty-day 
period of spiritual reflection on the life of a disciple 
of Jesus. The forty days of Lent mirror Jesus’ forty 
days of fasting and prayer in the wilderness prior to 
the beginning of His public ministry. The Gospel of 
Mark describes this event in the life of Jesus: 

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 As Jesus was coming up out of the 
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a 
voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom 
I love; with you I am well pleased.’  12 At once 
the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13 and 
he was in the desert forty days, being tempted 
by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and 
angels attended him.” (Mark 1.9-13)

After Jesus’ Baptism, He is sent by the Holy 
Spirit into the desert where He does battle with 
Satan. Coming out from the wilderness, Jesus 
would resolutely set His face toward Jerusalem 
and the cross. Lent allows us time to explore and 
understand Jesus’ journey from the desert to the 
cross to Easter, absorbing its meaning and power.  

In the early years of the church, Lent was an 
intensive, forty-day period of instruction in 
preparation for Baptism on Easter. Consequently, 
Lent was a time to reflect on, and prepare for, 
Baptism and the lifestyle of following Jesus as 

Lord and Savior.

As a summary description, here are some “FAQs” 
about Ash Wednesday and Lent:
 

1. What is the Lenten season, and why is it set 
apart?
It is a period of six weeks preceding Holy Week and 
Easter, and is set apart as a special season of fasting, 
penitence, and prayer.

2. Why is it called Lent?
Because it always comes in the spring of the year, 
and the old, Saxon word lent means “spring.”

3. With what remarkable event in Jesus’ life does 
the Lenten season 
correspond?
The forty days which He spent fasting in the 
wilderness.

4. Why is the first day of Lent called Ash 
Wednesday?
From the tradition and practice that prevailed in 
the early church of sprinkling ashes on the heads 
of penitents the first day of Lent, as a symbol of 
repentance and sorrow for sin.

5. Are there any examples of this custom mentioned 
in the Bible?
Yes, the example of Daniel and of David and the 
people of Nineveh, to which Jesus Himself refers 
in Matthew 11:21.
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6. If Lent is only forty days, why does it begin 
forty-six days before Easter?
There are six Sundays in Lent, and as all Sundays 
are feast and celebration days in honor of the 
Resurrection, they are taken out. To make up for 
these Sundays, six days are added to the beginning 
of the season.

7. How should the Lenten season be observed by 
Christians?
As a special season for drawing near to God by acts 
of penitence, charity, and spiritual devotion, and by 
fasting and abstinence from all things that tend to 
draw the heart from God.

8. Why does the church require us to observe the 
Lenten fast?
Because repentance and acts of devotion to God, 
are essential to growth in faith.  And because these 
duties are apt to be neglected and forgotten unless 
some special time is set apart for their observance.

9. What objection do people sometimes raise 
against the observance of Lent/Lenten fasting?
They say that it is a useless and superstitious custom, 
and that Christ nowhere commanded his disciples 
to fast. Additionally, nowhere in the Bible are we 
directed to place ashes on our forehead and/or 
observe Lent.  

10. How do we answer this objection?
While not a Biblically commanded observance 
(nor is Christmas Eve or Thanksgiving Day), the 
focus of this season is entirely Biblical (Repentance 
and discipleship). And, as mentioned above, the 
observance of Lent has been practiced by the church 
for centuries as preparation for Baptism and the 
celebration of Easter, as was the sprinkling of ashes 
as a sign of repentance, similar to the Prophet Job 
(Job 42:6).

Fasting was a common practice among God’s 
chosen people (Exodus 34:28; 2 Sam. 12:16;1 Kings 
19:8; Ps. 35:13; Joel 1:14; Jon. 3:5). Jesus fasted 
and so did his disciples. He did not command his 
followers to fast; He assumed that they would and 
gave directions on how to fast (Mathew 6:17). 

As with every season in the Church Year, Lent is an 
annual reminder of a daily truth: Jesus came to live 
the life we cannot live and die the death we deserve. 

Because of what Jesus has accomplished for us, we are 
forgiven, justified, death is defeated, and an entirely 
new way of living is offered to us in love!

Our Lenten emphasis this year at Red Hill Lutheran 
Church is the “Being Challenge.” The Being Challenge 
is a forty-day, all-congregational campaign that will 
focus on the “challenge” to adopt and practice five, 
“key-stone habits:” Commit to Community; Study 
Scripture; Prioritize Prayer; Seek Solitude; and 
Choose Church. Each week we will explore one of 
the “key-stone habits” through the Sunday sermon, as 
well as a more in-depth focus on Wednesday evenings 
in Lent. Additionally, a workbook and other web-
based resources will be offered that reinforce the six 
disciplines for all ages in our congregation.

During the Lenten season (and any time!), you are 
invited to join us for our Sunday morning Worship 
Services (in person and livestreamed) at 8:30 a.m. 
(Classical) or 10:00 a.m. (Contemporary). Sunday 
Children’s Ministry is at 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
On Wednesday evenings, March 9th through April 
6th, we will continue with our Lenten dinners at 6:00 
p.m., followed by a Bible study for all ages beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. in the CLC (adults), “K.I.D.S. Zone” 
(grades K-5), and “Peter’s Parish” (Middle school). 
The evening concludes at 7:30 p.m. 

Our hope and prayer is that the Being Challenge will 
equip us to be with Jesus so that we may deepen our 
relationship with Him, as well as being like Jesus in 
our day-to-day lives, empowering us to be the disciples 
Jesus has called us to be! I hope to see you! 

As always, you are in our prayers!

God’s blessings to you!

Pastor Seth   
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“Wednesdays in the Word” Wednesday Morning Bible Study
“The Gospel of Mark”

Wednesdays 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. (Livestreamed and Recorded)
Church Sanctuary

Teacher: Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
You are invited to join us on Wednesday mornings 
(or any time!) for our verse-by-verse study in the 
Gospel of Mark!  

Considered by most New Testament scholars to be 
the first Gospel written, the Gospel of Mark provides 
an account the life and teachings of Jesus, as He 
announces, and embodies, the arrival of the Kingdom 
of God on earth! And, as Mark reveals, this Kingdom 
will ultimately and finally come through the suffering 
and death of Jesus as a ransom for sinners.

Additionally, as we study this account of Jesus’ life and 
mission, we witness how the disciples’ understanding 
of who Jesus was, and what He came to do, was 
continually challenged, and because of that challenge 
in understanding, the disciples’ assumptions about, and 
expectations of Jesus, re-directed their lives! In the 
words of New Testament commentator, J.A. Brooks, 

…Mark is more than a book about Jesus. It 
is also a book about being a disciple of Jesus. 
For Mark discipleship was following Jesus 
in suffering and mission. He saw in the first 
disciples the same kinds of triumphs and 
failures that characterized the disciples in 
his own church, and therefore he set forth 
the former as examples of virtues to imitate 
and vices to avoid. The book therefore has a 
practical orientation. (J.A. Brooks, The Gospel 
of Mark)

You too, are called by God to embark on this same 
journey of discipleship and transformation. The 
more we understand who Jesus is and what He came 
to do, the more faithful we can be as His disciples 
in our world today! Through this study in Mark’s 
Gospel, the learning objectives are:

To deepen our understanding of the range and scope 
of the Gospel of Mark. We will look at its structure 
and thematic elements.

To fully understand who Jesus is and what He came 
to do in your life. The Gospel of Mark as a whole 
will reveal an increasingly “converting” group of 
disciples and a changing understanding of Jesus’ 
mission in the world.

To understand the dynamics of personal change and 
conversion in our lives. We will discuss conversion 
and the conversion process. It will be the thesis of 
this study that Christian discipleship is an ongoing 
“spiritual journey” in life. While Christians are 
never fully perfected in life, we must be committed 
to on-going spiritual maturity. This journey toward 
spiritual maturity is called discipleship.

To develop an understanding of Christian 
discipleship and its relationship to conversion and 
human transformation.

A commitment to apply to one’s life the scriptural 
truths discussed in this course and an on-going 
commitment to Christian discipleship. 

We look forward to having you with us! 
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Spring Sermon Series
Lenten Sermon Series 

(All-Congregational Emphasis)
 “The Being Challenge.”

(March-April)

As you will read in this edition of The Vine, our 
Lenten, congregational campaign is entitled, “The 
Being Challenge.” Each week, beginning on Sunday 
morning, we will examine a “Keystone habit” that 
equips us to be with Jesus and be like Jesus!  Here is 
a brief outline of the message themes: 

Week 4- March 27th: “Seek Solitude.” Sermon Title: 
“Abiding.”  
Week 5- April 3rd: “Choose Church.” Sermon Title: 
“Body Life.”   
Week 6- April 10th (Palm Sunday): Sermon Title: 
“The Challenge of the King.”    

The Triduum (The Great Three-Days)

April 14th (Holy/Maundy Thursday):  Sermon Title: 
“The Feast of Forgiveness.”
April 15th (Good Friday): Sermon Title: “It is 
Finished!”  
April 17th (Easter Sunday): Sermon Title: “He is 
Risen!”  

Join us during this holy and sacred season of Lent as 
we seek to deepen our faith, hope, and love for God 
and one another! 

 “How (NOT) to Read the Bible”
 (April-May)

Understanding the Bible, its message and mission, 
is the foundation of growth in the Christian life and 
faith. For many years, the Bible has been called “the 
Good Book,” reflecting its ethical, moral, and religious 
teachings that informs and guides one’s relationship 
with God and the right way to live. For people of faith, 
the Bible is God’s very Word—Holy Scripture, which 
is highest authority in the Christian life.

At the same time, today, many skeptics and critics of 
the Bible argue that the Bible is simply myth, fable, 
legend, or folklore at best, and/or dangerous and 

harmful at worst. Accusations made again the Bible 
include:

•	 The Bible demeans women.
•	 The Bible is anti-science.
•	 How could a loving God command such 

violence in the Old Testament?
•	 The Bible condones slavery.

Truth be told, even some Christians may struggle 
with these questions and other “challenging” stories 
in Scripture. How do we rightly understand and even 
defend the Bible in our world today? 

Through this series, we will examine the nature of the 
Bible generally, and some of the controversial and 
difficult stories and messages in the Bible specifically. 
In addition to the Bible itself, we will utilize the book, 
“How (Not) to Read the Bible” by Dan Kimball. It 
will be argued that if we read and study the Bible 
appropriately, understanding its contextual and cultural 
environments, we will gain a deeper and proper 
understanding of God’s Word, as well as a deeper and 
stronger faith in the One whom the Bible reveals—
Jesus Christ!  Join us, as we examine:   
  

Week 1-April 24th: Sermon Title: “Context, Context, 
Context.”                                                                                                                           
Week 2- May 1st: Sermon Title: “Stranger Things.” 
Week 3- May 8th (Mother’s Day): Sermon Title: “The 
Bible Says What?”
Week 4- May 15h: Sermon Title: “A Thinking 
Faith.”  
Week 5- May 22nd: Sermon Title: “Truth or Dare.” 
Week 6- May 29th (Memorial Day Weekend): 
Sermon Title: “That’s in the Bible?”

We encourage you to commit to weekly Worship, 
Scripture study, prayer, and community, as we seek to 
serve our Lord through our lives!  
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Baptism at Red Hill
Martin Luther said this about Baptism:  

Indeed if I had the matter under my control, I would not want God speak to me from heaven or 
appear to me, but I would want—and my daily prayers are directed to this end—that I might have the 
proper respect and true appreciation for the gift of Baptism.  

So true!  Baptism is the beginning of a life that is 
dedicated to Jesus and Jesus’ teachings and ways.  It is 
through Baptism that God comes to us and washes us, 
joining us to Jesus Christ and to Jesus’ church.  
Are you interested in Baptizing your child?  Are you 
interested in being Baptized yourself?  Perhaps you 
just have some questions about Christian Baptism; 
what it is and what it’s about?  If you answered yes to 
any of these questions then you are invited to take the 
next steps for Baptism at Red Hill.  The next steps are:  
Contact Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, 
Donna Kunz, at the Church Office:  714-544-3131 
ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.org.   You will then 
be sent a Baptism packet which includes:

*A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the Baptism 
process.
*Two booklets: “   The first is, Welcome to the Family, 
which describes Baptism from a Lutheran perspective.  
The second, A Word to My Sponsor, discusses the role 
of Sponsors, often referred to as “God Parents”.
*A Baptism registration form.
You are asked to read through these resources and share 
them with your prospective sponsors.  Complete the 
registration form and bring it with you when you meet 
with Pastor Seth, which is the next step:  
After reading the materials, contact the Donna at the 
Church Office to make an appointment to meet with 
Pastor Seth.   

During your meeting with the Pastor, he will provide 
an overview of Christian Baptism and the 
Service of Holy Baptism as administered in 
the Lutheran Church, as well as an opportunity 
to ask any questions you may have from the 
readings.  After this meeting, the Baptism can 
be scheduled during one of the two Sunday 
morning Worship services. (Sponsors are 
welcome to attend the meeting with Pastor Seth, 
but it is not mandatory)

If you have any questions, contact Donna Kunz or 
Pastor Seth at the church office.  May our Lord guide 
you in this significant step in your Christian life!
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The Journey of Holy Week
In another article in this issue of The Vine, we examined 
the Lenten season and its significance in the life of 
discipleship.  Lent culminates with the most sacred 
and solemn days of the church year—Holy Week (also 
referred to as The Passion Week) and within Holy 
Week, the Triduum (The Great Three Days).  Beginning 
on Palm Sunday (April 10th), we will experience, 
through Worship, Word, and Sacrament, the final days 
of Jesus’ earthly ministry and glorious triumph over 
death.  The church for centuries has understood Holy 
Week to be a week that focuses on the passion of Jesus 
Christ.  As we follow Jesus through this week, we will 
see that this is in every way a week full of passion.   

The Holy Week and Easter observances bear witness to the power 
and promises of God in the face of human sin and death.  Holy 
Week and Easter also reveal the reality of what it means to be 
human in this world—days of joy and hope; days of suffering and 
doubt.  Our hope as Christians is found not in the circumstances 
that we face, good or bad, but in the God who is sovereign and 
holds our lives and circumstances in His hands.  
 
Just consider the words we use to describe these holy 
days.  Let’s start with “Palm Sunday.”  Of course, Palm 
Sunday is the day that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem to the 
shouts of “hosanna” (“Save us now!”) and the waving 
of palm branches (See John 12.12-15).  Palm branches 
were often used in public celebrations to welcome 
a conquering hero because they were abundant in 
surrounding trees.  The palm branches would be cut 
or pulled down and then waved back and forth as one 
would wave a flag or banner.  (In our day think of a 4th 
of July parade and waving the America flag as military 
veterans pass by).  For many of Jesus’ followers, Jesus 
was thought to be a conquering hero; in their minds at 
least, Jesus was going to battle and conquer the Romans 
as they expected God’s Messiah to do!  

In fact, as Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, His 
procession is fulfilling prophecy and making a claim: 
the long promised Messiah is here!  The Lutheran Study 
Bible describes it this way:

Palm Sunday is a high point, as a crowd at 
the Jewish capital openly acclaims Jesus as 
Messiah.  It is also a turning point, however, 
since it galvanizes His opponents.  Like 
the crowds in Jerusalem, we are prone to 

fickleness—today all for the Lord, tomorrow 
turning from Him.  Though we often prove 
faithless, Jesus remains constant.  His love and 
forgiveness never falter.1 

However, as the week progresses, those who thought 
Jesus was going to fight the Romans and go to war 
were disillusioned and became angry as Jesus literally 
surrendered to the authorities.  The joy and excitement 
of Palm Sunday gave way to the confusion and fear 
of Maundy Thursday.  It was on this day, Maundy 
Thursday, that Jesus instituted the sacrament of Holy 
Communion and issued a “new command” (Maundy—
from the Latin “Mandatum” meaning, “Mandate”) that 
His disciples are to serve and love one another as He 
has loved us.  

In order to demonstrate this love, Jesus washes the 
disciples’ feet, a job for the lowest of slaves.  After 
celebrating the Passover meal and initiating the New 
Passover meal, Holy Communion, Jesus leaves the 
upper room, walks to the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
prays for God to get Him through the suffering He must 
endure, as He “drinks” the cup of God’s holy wrath. 
Jesus is arrested, faces trial, and is savagely beaten.  
Jesus’ disciples flee in fear and deny that they even 
know him (John 13.1-5). 

The dawn of “Good Friday” brings more beatings and 
Jesus’ eventual death by crucifixion.  Let’s pause for a 
moment.  Why is this Friday called “good?”  Because 
on this day the eternal, omnipotent, omniscient God 
willingly came to die in our place; to take our sin and its 
consequences, death, into His divine life.  God is holy, 
just and good, God cannot allow sin in His presence.  
Sin must be punished.  And, God love us, and wants 
to be WITH US!  On the cross, God deals with sin and 
death, as well as our broken relationship with Him.  
Christian theology has referred to this action of God 
on the cross as propitiation.  

 Propitiation is a big word that means 
satisfaction.  Because God is a holy God, His anger 
and justice burns against sin.  And He has sworn that 
sin will be punished.  There must be  a satisfactory 

1  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
2009).  
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payment for sin.  But God said, “If I punish man for 
his sin, man will die  and go to hell.  On the other 
hand, if I don’t punish man for his sin, My justice will 
never be satisfied.”  The solution?  God said that He 
would become our substitute.  He would  take the 
sin of mankind upon Himself in agony and blood—a 
righteous judgment and substitute for sin.  His wrath 
burned out on the cross when His only Son died as 
man’s propitiation for sin.  And this is love (see 1 John 
4:10).2

This is love indeed!  Jesus was willing to go through 
whatever it would take to restore our relationship with 
the Father.  The scourging 
and the crucifixion that He 
will face prove this truth 
(Matthew 27.32-44).

The terr ible moments 
leading up to the crucifixion 
and the crucifixion itself, 
were literally, excruciating 
for Jesus (that very word, 
“excruciating” means, 
“from the cross.”).  The 
Bible simply says that 
prior to Jesus’ crucifixion 
H e  w a s  “ s c o u rg e d . ”  
Scourging involved the 
condemned being stripped 
of his clothing, his hands 
shackled above his head 
usually around a post.  As 
the condemned’s back and 
shoulders are exposed, the 
Roman soldier would take 
a “cat o’ nine tails,” a whip 
made of straps of leather.  
At the end of the straps 
there would be metal balls, hooks, or pieces of bone.  
All of this was meant to both increase pain and bodily 
trauma.  

After the scourging, the Roman executioners placed 
the horizontal beam of the cross (the vertical beams 
were usually left in the ground, as wood was very 
expensive in the ancient world, and were consequently, 

2  Adrian Rogers, “Complete Payment for Sin” (Love Worth 
Finding Ministries).

reused by the Romans).  This part of the cross would 
weigh upwards of 100 pounds.  Jesus was forced to 
carry this wood on His already traumatized shoulders.  
Additionally, scripture tells us that a crown of thorns 
was placed on Jesus’ head as a mocking gesture of 
Jesus’ kingly status.  Jesus is taken to Golgotha where 
He is nailed to the cross; the nails were really metal 
spikes, driven through His wrist and feet/ankles.  

As Jesus looks down at His mother Mary, His Apostle 
John, and the few remaining women disciples, Jesus 
utter His “seven last words from the cross.”  While on 
the cross, Jesus is mocked, challenged, and rejected.  

Yet, His words are not 
words of condemnation but 
words of mercy: “Father 
forgive them…”  Jesus 
experiences the desolation 
and judgment of God 
that are the consequences 
of human Sin.  He cries 
out, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?” Aramaic 
for, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken 
me?” And, after yelling “It 
is finished!” Jesus prays, 
“Father, into your hands, 
I commit my spirit.”   In 
one of the many prophetic 
fulfillments of Holy Week, 
Jesus was, in the words of 
the Prophet Isaiah:

…despised and rejected 
by men; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom 
men hide their faces he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted.” (Isaiah 53)

As Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross, it will 
be anointed, wrapped in burial linens, and placed it in 
a borrowed tomb.  A few of the women who followed 
Jesus (including His mother Mary) and the disciple 
John, likely left the tomb bewildered and confused.  
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Holy Week Worship

Palm Sunday
April 10th, 2022

Maundy Thursday
April 14th, 2022

Good Friday
April 15th, 2022

Easter Sunday
April 17th, 2022

What about all that Jesus said?  Did Jesus tell the 
truth?  Is evil more powerful than good, death more 
powerful than life?  Perhaps they began the countdown 
to Sunday, the first day of the week in the ancient 
world, when they would be allowed to visit the grave 
and anoint Jesus’ body one final time.  

Likely after two sleepless nights, the women left their 
homes as soon as they could—at sunrise.  They would 
make one final walk to the tomb to say farewell to the 
man who had changed their lives (Matthew 27.57-61). 
As the women approach the tomb something is wrong.  
Matthew describes it this way:

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ 
body. 2Very early on the first day of the week, 
just after sunrise, they were on their way to the 
tomb 3and they asked each other, “Who will 
roll the stone away from the entrance of the 
tomb?”   4But when they looked up, they saw 
that the stone, which was very large, had been 
rolled away. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw 
a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on 
the right side, and they were alarmed.  6“Don’t 
be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for 
Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 
risen! He is not here. See the place where they 
laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 
‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There 
you will see him, just as he told you.’’ 
(Mark 16.1-7)

I love the angel’s simple words: “He is not here!”  
Jesus is alive!  Can you imagine the sheer joy?  Death 
is NOT the last word!  Because of Easter, death has 
been defeated, our sins forgiven, and reconciliation 
with God accomplished.  God in Christ has given us 
new life—now and in the world to come!  Because of 
Easter, all that Jesus said and did was confirmed; Jesus 
is the way, the truth and the life!  

Historically, the early church saw Jesus’ resurrection as 
the central witness to a new act of God in history and 
the victory of God in vindicating Jesus as the Messiah.  
The resurrection marks the central faith confession of 
the early church and was the focal point for Christian 
corporate worship, observed on the first day of each 
week since the first century (Acts 20:7; Sunday was 
officially proclaimed the day of Christian worship in 
AD 321).  

Because of Good Friday and Easter, our lives and 
deaths are taken up into His. The very same power that 
raised Jesus is available for us in this present moment. 
        
The passion of Holy Week is a reflection of God’s 
passion for you!  After all, it was for you that Jesus 
lived, died and rose again.  You matter to God!  
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Blessed Challenges?  Sing Praise!
By Isaiah Coughran, Contemporary Music Director

There’s no such thing as a free lunch. But, with the 
RHLC Praise Band you get pretty close. Did you know 
that our Sunday Morning Praise Band at Red Hill 
volunteers their time and talent each week to serve God 
and bless our community? It’s true, as amazing as they 
sing and play, our praise band is made up of volunteers 
who just happen to be amazingly talented. Each 
volunteer gives up a couple hours of their Wednesday 
evenings each week, an also arrive to church a 
couple hours early on Sunday mornings to rehearse 
again before we set up the Sanctuary and lead the 
congregation in worship. Each volunteer also rehearses 
on their own, putting the total time somewhere around 
seven to nine hours a week. Multiply that by the amount 
of people in the band each week. Multiply it again by 
52 weeks in the year (plus special services) and you can 
see how blessed we are at Red Hill by these talented 
individuals who are willing to serve. 
One of the challenges that we face regularly is finding 
new singers and instrumentalists. One year, we will 
have a stacked roster, then all of a sudden multiple 
people will move off to college or out of state or get a 
job where they have to work on Sundays. Don’t even 
get me started on the rollercoaster ride of the pandemic! 
So what are we to do?
Over the years I have trained instrumentalists, drawing 
from the youth ministry, and then luring them into 
playing with me at “Big Church”. This has been an 
incredible gift and joy. But for every student that I’ve 
taught and has joined us, there were a dozen that put 
music on the back-burner, quit playing altogether, or 
their home church was not Red Hill. (I understand the 
Kingdom of God is much bigger than our beloved Red 
Hill, but boy do I wish they stuck around to share their 
gifts with us). 
There have also been those who have approached me 
and asked if they could jump in. Due to the fact that 
the band needs skilled musicianship, we are unable 
to take anyone who comes along. Proficiency is a 
necessity. Now, please don’t think you need to be a 
studio musician. If you’ve been to a Sunday morning 
10am service, then you know we are not “shredders”. 
But, there is a level of musicianship that we need. I 
have worked with musicians over the years to train and 
get them ready to play, I’ve made instructional videos 

as well as given free private lessons to help them along. 
All of this takes time, money and energy. 
It is a “Blessed Challenge” to work, and be in 
relationship with, these wonderful volunteers, and 
to create music together that is a blessing to our 
community, and now the virtual world. We do this 
with all the skills we have – lacking or present. Some 
of the greatest gifts I’ve experienced have nothing to 
do with the art and worship we create, but from deep 
friendships. I have been able to sustain relationships 
with former youth group student who I now consider 
close friends, new friends that I didn’t even know I 
needed have come to fruition because of our Praise 
Band Ministry and my family (who are either singing 
or playing each week) has, through all the “family 
dynamic” grown through all of this.   
All of this is to say that it is an honor to work with 
these talented, selfless men and woman (and kids), and 
I look forward to the music we will create for years 
to come. (P.S. – If you have musical talent, and have 
watched us on Sunday mornings and have thought, “I 
could do that,” come see me.  
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Church Membership:  Connecting, Growing, Leading
“Why do I need to join a church?  If I attend, isn’t that 
enough?”  As a Pastor, I have been asked this question 
numerous times.  Of course, attending is great!  We 
love attenders!  You have heard me say many times, 
everyone is welcome wherever they may be in their 
faith.  If someone is not ready to join the church as a 
member, that’s OK.  Our hope and prayer is that God 
brings people to Red Hill so that they can learn, love, 
laugh, and serve.  And, at some point, it is healthy 
and necessary to prayerfully consider the next step:  
membership.

Why do we encourage church membership?  Is the 
word “membership” even in the Bible?  Not in the 
way we normally define the word.  The early church 
consisted of groups of believers committed to Jesus 
and one another even to the point of death!  This is 
the Biblical understanding of “membership.”   Pastor 
and author Ed Stetzer, commenting on the resistance 
of some Christians to church membership, writes: 

In the New Testament, people in churches 
are recognized as being in some sort of 
community.  It’s just that the reality is how 
community is expressed in Scripture has fallen 
on hard times over the last couple of thousand 
years.  Membership is often misunderstood, 
misapplied or not applied at all.

Why do we encourage church membership at Red Hill?  
Church membership. properly understood. reflects 
commitment beyond ourselves.  Church membership 
is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” or 
now “I am due religious goods and services,’ rather, 
membership is a scriptural expression of covenant; 
a personal commitment to a particular community 
in order to grow in faith and serve our Lord and His 
people.  Additionally, we believe in church membership 
because:

Membership Reflects What the Church Is
One of the primary metaphors of the church in 
Scripture is the human “body.”  Just as a body cannot 
afford one of its “members” saying, “I don’t need 
this body,” neither can Jesus’ “body.”  Again, quoting 
Stetzer, he believes that “too many churches or 
Christian gatherings look like piles of dismembered 
body parts, not a body knit together as God’s agent, his 

body, his kingdom, at work in the world.  To reject the 
value of membership is to deny what God has already 
established in fact.”

Membership is Biblical
The Scriptures speak a great deal about our need 
for spiritual authority (See Hebrews 13:7, 13:17, 
1 Thessalonians 5:10-12).  Unlike our culture that 
questions any type of authority, and views such 
authority as limiting our “freedom,” the New Testament 
sees true, Biblical authority as a primary means for our 
freedom.  The letters of Paul particularly, considered a 
believer’s incorporation into a local church community 
as indispensable to spiritual maturing and discipleship.  
In fact, removing a person from “membership” in 
a local church family was Paul’s ultimate means of 
church discipline.

God has created us in such a way that we need the 
guidance and stability that only a larger community 
and the spiritual authority of leadership within a 
local church can provide.  This leads us to a third 
consideration:

Membership Serves as an Anchor of Stability
Being part of a church family and community will help 
you to remain faithful when bad times, fatigue, and/or 
disappointments come your way.  I will never forget 
what Rick Warren at Saddleback Church said during a 
conference I attended.  He said that someone once told 
him that they didn’t need a local church; that he was a 
member of the “spiritual, invisible church.”  Rick said, 
“Well, when you are sick, dying, or in need, then the 
spiritual and invisible church can come and meet your 
needs and visit you!”  Honest and true!  The issue of 
stability; not jumping from one church to another, is a 
critical discipleship issue.

Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran Church: 
“New Member Class: 101”
If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is -  God wants you!  
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The Fordham family, The de Beer family, Ellen Bristol, 
Donna Brunot, Brian Hall, John and Terry Castellon, 
John and Nancy Ogden, Don and Karen Larson, Amy 
and Tom Ronce and John Knezevic and Anna Cho.
   

3     PICTURES HERE

One of the goals of the 101 class is to enable those 
new to the church to meet others and begin the life of 
discipleship and personal connecting here at Red Hill.  
You do not have to join the church after this class but, 
on the other hand, we would love to have you!

Mark your calendars now and plan to join us.  We are 
looking forward to seeing you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
join us for the next “Class 101.”  Class 101 examines 
the core teachings of the Bible, the Christian faith, the 
Lutheran understanding of the faith, and what it means 
to be a member of this particular body of believers.  

The next New Member Class: 101” is Sunday, May 
1st, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Christian Life 
Center (CLC).  Registration for the class can be made 
by marking your Worship Response Card or by calling/
emailing Donna Kunz, at 714-544-3131 ext.100 or 
dkunz@redhillchurch.org.  Registration closes Friday, 
April 22nd.  

As this class is in many ways an “adult Confirmation 
class,” even if you are a member of Red Hill and would 
like to learn more about our faith, and/or spend some 
time reviewing our core beliefs, you are welcome to 
attend!   

In January, we were delighted to welcome the following 
new members:
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Being in Relationship With Jesus
By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community 

How are you doing so far on your Lenten journey?  
I hope you were as inspired to dig deeper into the 
comfort of being with Jesus as I was through Pastor 
Seth’s sermon series leading up to Lent.  That series 
was titled “Hope in the Darkness” If you missed any 
of those sermons, I encourage you to go to the website 
archives and listen to them.  This world can cloud our 
understanding and belief of who Jesus is, and that God 
is in control, and inhibit our trust that the Holy Spirit 
really is within us to be our guide.     

The follow-up series for Lent, entitled “Being 
Challenge”, is an 
awesome next step in 
our journey. Hearing 
how we can have hope 
in Jesus, to learning 
practical application, 
and taking a deeper 
look at who Jesus is 
at his very core being, 
and how He wants us 
to learn how to be at 
peace and have trust 
in God no matter our 
circumstances, as He 
always did in all that 
he endured.  As I read 
the introduction for the third time (often it takes me 
several readings to “get” the meaning of things), I 
was struck by something, Zach Zehnder, the author 
of the Being Challenge, listed as the result of being in 
relationship with God.  He said it would “deepen my 
trust that God will take care of me and provide for me 
so I can be generous, knowing I don’t have to cling 
tightly to anything.”  I heard a little voice telling me 
that in this current season, I have not been trusting that 
God will take care of the things I am most concerned 
about in my life right now and I am holding on too 
tightly.  Even after years of being in various scripture 
studies, I find that I am much like Thomas was; since 
I don’t see the evidence of how God is working things 
out before my eyes, I allow myself to fall into doubt 
that He is really with me and that His promises are 
meant for me.
  

The Being Challenge focuses on five keystone habits: 
Commit to Community; Study Scripture; Prioritize 
Prayer; Seek Solitude and Choose Church.  Which of 
the keystone habits is the Holy Spirit whispering to 
you that you should focus on?

For me, it’s better confidence in prayer so I won’t hold 
on to people or things too tightly, trying to control 
outcomes that only God can dictate.  Another keystone 
habit I realized I need to refocus on, believe-it-or-not, 
is renewing my commitment to community.  When 
life gets hard and I am feeling Satan’s attacks, my 

tendency is to isolate 
myself and moan to 
my husband since 
he’s always in my 
space – I appreciate 
you lending your ear, 
Bill!  
I do know, but have 
difficulty sometimes 
putting into action 
the fact that Jesus 
w o u l d  r a t h e r  I 
find a few trusted 
companions who I 
can share my fears 
and sadness with, 

who will pray with me and help me lean on their faith 
when mine is struggling to believe God can do anything 
good with what I am going through.  Does this feeling 
resonate with you?

All through scripture, I read how God loves best 
through other people, so when I find myself feeling 
lonely and distant from God, I have to take a look 
at how much time I’m spending with His/my fellow 
followers.  I felt so affirmed in my own ministry when 
I read Zach’s note on page 35 of the workbook where 
he writes “I don’t buy the line some people say: “oh, 
it’s just me and God.  He’s all I need, and that’s how it 
was meant to be.``...God will be with you and for you 
when perhaps no one else is, but you were created for 
relationships with God AND others.”   In the past, I 
have felt like a broken record, sure of my understanding 
of our need for others in our lives and driven to find 
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ways for better connection.  I know that’s why my 
passion is to see everyone be connected to some type 
of small group, and not alone with themselves, so 
that no one feels lonely, lost or “less than” as I often 
struggle with.

I spend much time reading God’s word from both the 
Bible and from others who interpret it better than I do 
but often I don’t fully understand its meaning. What 
it says about God, and how to apply the lessons to 
my life are not as clear until I discuss it with others 
and see it lived out through sharing our experiences 
together.  I know God has sent many miracles and 
blessings my way that I may not have noticed had it 
not been for many people over the years, speaking into 
my life, from this community of faith that is Red Hill 
Lutheran Church!  

We have many opportunities to engage.  Some ongoing 
groups and service needs, and a few single events 
coming up that I hope you’ll consider participating in 
so that you can “Commit to Community” and feel the 
love of God, too!
   
Ways to Engage:
On Sundays, pick up a flier from the Welcome Table for 
a listing of our current ongoing service opportunities 
and our current small group offerings.

Upcoming Events 
Volunteering to help with a special event is a great way 
to meet new people in a casual setting, and we have 
several upcoming opportunities.

Sunday, April 10th is Palm Sunday and “Springfest” 
here at Red Hill. Following our 10:00 am worship 
service, at approximately11:30 am there will be a 
pancake breakfast before the fun Easter-themed 
activities begin.  Please see Angela Calderon or Bill 
Calderon for ways you can help.  We need batter 
mixers, food servers and one more person to man a 
griddle flipping the pancakes.

Thursday, April 28th - Rise Against Hunger meal 
packing event:

We are excited to be bringing back our annual service 
project event in the CLC Fellowship Hall.  Combining 
efforts with Church and School, we will be packing 
meals to be shared around the globe.  You can read more 
about this organization at www.riseagainsthunger.org.  
We will have two evening time slots from which to 
choose.  Our goal this year is to pack 40,000 meals so 
we will need a lot of volunteers.  We are awaiting our 
website link so people can sign up.  Watch the weekly, 
Sunday bulletin and/or the patio for more information 
to come. 

“Pathfinders” - Save the Date Monday, May 2nd  
A new adventure group is forming to plan fun outings 
and day trips.  A great way to get to know people and 
see local interesting and beautiful sites.  We hope 
to have our first adventure on Monday, May 2nd, 
traveling by bus and stopping for lunch.  Destination 
for this event is still being determined.  Watch for more 
information in the weekly Sunday bulletins for cost and 
destination.  Information will also be provided via the 
Church website calendar.  If you’re interested in being 
involved with this group let me know!

Do you know a fun way that we can serve our 
community?  Please let me know your ideas so we can 
rally a group and go out and serve together!    Contact 
me at acalderon@redhillchurch.org, (714) 878-3274
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Hunting for the Joy and Beauty of Easter 
By Cyndi Tully, Church and School Administrator

Easter Sunday.  A fun time for little girls to dress 
up, twirl, find brilliantly colored eggs and eat lots of 
chocolate and jelly beans.  As a daughter of a Music 
Minister, it also meant being at church all morning and 
waking up long before dawn.  
I was 5 years old when my sister was born, so I know 
this memory comes before then.  My mother came 
into my room to wake me and get me dressed.  Her 
employer delighted in purchasing outfits for little 
girls - from the shoes to the hair bows - and I was a 
favored recipient of these amazing gifts.  So I had on 
one of Dean’s marvelous outfits with white shoes and 
plenty of ruffles and a skirt that spun.  I felt on top of 
the world and excited.  
I walked out to the front living room and thought 
I would be sneaky.  The living room was where all 
family events happened. Where the Christmas trees 
stood, where Birthday parties were held, where Choir 
Christmas Parties occurred, Grandparent visits, etc.  So 
this is where the Easter eggs were hidden.  As I walked 
through the room on the way to the kitchen and the back 
door, I started to look for the eggs.  I knew the Easter 
Bunny couldn’t be real, my older brother made sure 
of that, so I should be able to locate a few hard-to-find 
eggs so I would  have more eggs than my brother, “B”.  
But I didn’t see any.  Not one.  My parents hadn’t hid 
any eggs.  I was so disappointed.  I wanted to cry. My 
brother might be too old to hunt for eggs, though I am 
not!  But I didn’t.  Obediently, I walked out the back 
door and followed my mother and brother up the stairs 

to the church (we lived in the parsonage of a church 
and the church was upon the cliff). 
My brother and I sat through the Sunrise service.  I 
don’t remember what music Dad played or sang.  But I 
do remember trying to concentrate on what Pastor was 
saying and to pray.  And then Pastor kept talking, and 
talking…. Remember I was less than five years old, 
sitting on a cold folding chair, outside overlooking the 
Pacific Ocean.  “Please forgive me Pastor”... my mind 
and eyes wandered. 
I sat there reminding myself, “Easter isn’t about Easter 
Egg Hunts.  It is about Jesus rising from the dead.  This 
is important.  This means Jesus is alive and loves me”.  
As I was talking myself out of being selfish and sad 
that I wouldn’t get to hunt for eggs, I looked up and 
saw a wondrous gift from God...A sunrise. 
The congregation was facing south and toward the 
ocean (take a look at a map to see how that is possible 
from Malibu).  I sat there and watched as the sun came 
over the cliffs to my left, making the ocean sparkle.  It 
is a beautiful image and such a special memory for me.  
This is likely what the women saw that first Easter 
morning.  Maybe not the ocean but the brilliance of 
God’s love touching the world, even if they, (or I), 
did not know exactly what was happening at first. 
Evidence of God’s miracle of the Resurrection, shown 
to the world.
As I sat there, cold and tired, all my disappointment 
drifted away. Here was the glory of God spilling and 

glistening all around me.  Jesus is alive!  
And God had given me a gift that was 
better than anything I could ever hunt 
for.
After service, Mom and Dad had two 
more services to lead (Mom was in 
the choir), so my brother and I went to 
Sunday school, and then played with our 
friends on the play equipment.  After 
the services, and after Dad had cleaned 
everything up, we headed down the cliff 
staircase, to go home.  
When we walked into the living room, 
there were eggs hidden everywhere!!!  
My brother and I grabbed our baskets 
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and started the hunt!!  My 
brother got the ones that 
were out of my reach (that 
was the rule) and I ran, 
crawled, and stood on tippy 
toes to get all the eggs I 
could.  
I was so surprised!!  But 
how was this possible?  My 
parents had been busy all 
morning.  They didn’t hide 
the eggs.  Later I asked 
my brother and he didn’t 
know how they did it either.  
Maybe there really was an 
Easter Bunny?  Did he know 
Jesus?!  What I knew for 
sure was Jesus was alive and 
God cared that I was able to 
have an Easter Egg Hunt!
This day is etched into my 
memory.  Realizing and 
understanding that Jesus rose from the dead, just 
as the sun rises.  Jesus’ love for me is bigger than 
that sparkling ocean.  Easter sunrises are still very 
meaningful to me.

My parents have laughed and smiled knowingly over 
me telling this story.  As a young 30-something I finally 
asked, “How did you hide the eggs?”  
“Really, you haven’t guessed?  We asked a choir 
member to watch you both and I walked down and hid 
the eggs between services”, Mom finally confessed.  
Sneaky parents!
May your Easter be full of sunrises, traditions and fun 
family memories.  
Happy Easter!
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A Circle of Grace
By Marian Armstrong

 Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.
                 Matthew 25:40
My father passed away suddenly from a stroke in 2014.  
The day before his stroke I was able to have a quick 
visit with him at my home while my parents were 
driving through to visit relatives.  My last memory of 
him was giving him a hug goodbye and saying “I love 
you Dad”.  I always considered that a great comfort in 
my father’s passing.
With any death, however, comes a type of foginess.  
Grief, loss and the planning that needs to be done all 
come together at a time when it is difficult sometimes 
to even think straight.  That is what happened to me.  
I felt like I had so many plates spinning in the air and 
I needed to keep them all going at once.  People I 
hardly knew or remembered were coming in for the 
memorial.  Family members and friends needed to be 
contacted.  My children wanted to come home and 
decisions needed to be made to help my mother.  The 
stress was palpable, and I was barely able to keep it 
just under the surface so I could continue to get things 
done and make decisions.
We all needed to pick out pictures for the memorial 
and have them digitized or printed quickly. My mom 
needed to decide about so many other details, including 
food for the gathering afterward.  At her church, she 
was given the option of a pot-luck.  Church members 
come together and provide 
for one of their  own. 
My parents were active 
in their congregation and 
community so that seemed 
the easiest option for mom.  
She just trusted in God and 
her brothers and sisters in 
Christ.
Sometimes words cannot do 
justice in describing a loved 
one’s memorial.  Grief, 
loss, confusion, closure, 
numbness, celebration, 
revelation, thankfulness, 
exhaustion were all things I 
felt melded into a few hours.  
I stood by my mother’s side 

with my siblings as she welcomed relatives and old 
friends into the sanctuary to celebrate and remember 
dad’s life. Afterwards, as we entered the “fellowship 
hall” of their church to gather, I felt the blessing 
of service from so many of the members of their 
congregation. 
A feast of food was prepared and displayed for my 
family and all who gathered. Serving plates were 
emptied and restocked from a bustling kitchen I never 
entered. Everything was taken care of as we talked, 
shared memories, and grieved together.  Our brothers 
and sisters in Christ humbly served us in a way that I 
didn’t even realize we needed so greatly in those hours.  
It was a blessing beyond words to have someone take 
some of those spinning plates and hold them for us, 
freeing up our hands to hug those around us and thank 
them for coming.
During the days that followed, I felt overwhelmed 
with gratitude for all of the love and compassion that 
was shown to our family during our time of grief.. My 
heart was filled with praise for how we can see and feel 
God’s love through something so simple.  I thought to 
myself, “I can do that”.  I can be the hands and feet 
for God in that way.  I can figure out my way around 
our sanctuary and church kitchen.  I can open doors 
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for people providing food or for caterers needing to set 
up.  I can fill empty platters, wash and dry them and 
have the trash emptied.  I can wrap up leftovers and 
put them in the hands of someone going home after a 
long day.  I can assure the family that any extra flower 
arrangements can be repurposed and given to others 
who would find joy in a beautiful bouquet.  I can see 
to helping get things to your car.
Many of us are used to this call when it is for one of our 
friends or beloved church members.  I assure you the 
blessing and testament to God’s love feels ever more 
abounding when we serve those we don’t know.  They 
also express their gratefulness in being helped that day, 
and I can honestly respond that it was a joy to serve 
them.  God blessed me by the service of others, and in 
that blessing, I respond in service and love.  
That is a circle of grace.
So, I am wondering if you might also have had the 
thought, “I can do that,” or maybe after reading this 
article, the idea of serving in this capacity is something 
that stirs your heart.  Volunteers are such an integral 
part of “being the church”, and Red Hill has been very 
fortunate that so many have been willing to step up 
and help their fellow brothers and sisters in times of 
crisis and grief.
This is strictly a volunteer service opportunity when 
you are available.  My hope is that we have enough 
people who are willing to help and learn how to 
“facilitate” a funeral. This most certainly would 
reflect the love of Christ if each time a family gathers 
to remember and celebrate those they have lost, they 
would be consoled by someone from our church who 
welcomes them, and tells them that we are here to help 
and serve.
We volunteer in order to take some of the spinning 
plates out of their hands, and give them time to grieve 
and celebrate with family and friends.

If you would like more information about this important 
service opportunity, please contact the church office. The cover of this issue of The Vine got us 

thinking about the words of a beloved Gospel 
hymn, “His Eye is On The  Sparrow.” We find 
that in times of trouble, these words can bring 
comfort. We hope they might do the same for 

you.

Why should I feel discouraged
Why should the shadows come

Why should my heart feel lonely
And long for heaven and home

When Jesus is my portion
A constant friend is He

His eye is on the sparrow
And I know He watches over me

His eye is on the sparrow
And I know He watches me

I sing because I'm happy
I sing because I'm free

His eye is on the sparrow
And I know He watches me

His eye is on the sparrow
And I know He watches

I know He watches
I know He watches me

I sing because I'm happy
I sing because I'm free

His eye is on the sparrow
And I know He watches me

His eye is on the sparrow
And I know He watches me

He watches me
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The Impact and Support of Global Missions
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School seeks to share 
God’s love and care locally, and globally, through our 
words and deeds. As such, we continue support of 
missionaries that are doing incredible work throughout 
the world spreading God’s Word.

Paul and Ali Federwitz of Lutheran Bible Translators, 
have served in Africa and will soon be serving in 
Ethiopia. Paul and Ali continue to provide computer 
and technical support to other missionaries and 
translators.  

Lutheran Bible Translators
Paul and Ali have been serving with LBT in Ghana since 
2007. As an information technology consultant and 
trainer, Paul helped the Ghana Institute of Linguistics, 
Literacy, and Bible Translation develop the people and 
infrastructure needed to provide computer services for 
their organization and partners. Paul now serves as the 
Assistant Director for Program Ministries and Chief 
Information Officer for Lutheran Bible Translators. 
He focuses his ministry effort on IT infrastructure and 
training over a wider geographic scope.

Ali manages the home and is responsible for the home 
education of their children. She has a passion to help 
missionaries remain healthy in their various fields 
and roles. Using her gifts in this area, Ali serves as 
a Member Care Coordinator. She provides training, 
consultation, lay counseling, crisis response, and 
referral for LBT’s missionaries and staff helping them 
not just survive the stresses of cross-cultural ministry, 
but to thrive.

Paul and Ali have three children: Hannah, Levi, and 
Eden

From West to East
By Paul Federwitz

Over the years we’ve been asked in different ways how 
long we will be in Ghana and our reply has always been 
that we’ll remain here until God moves us elsewhere.  
Last year our supervisor shared with us a need in 
Ethiopia that would fit Paul’s giftings. Although this 
opportunity came as a surprise to us, we began to 
investigate it further.  With our kids being the ages that 
they are, it quickly became a family conversation, and 

we took an exploratory trip in September. It became 
quite  clear  to  each one of  us  in different ways  that 
moving to Ethiopia is exactly what God is calling our 
family to do at this time.  
In Ethiopia, Lutheran Bible Translators is partnering 
with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, 
one of the largest Lutheran churches in the world with 
over nine million members and growing. The church 
is taking a more active role in managing translation 
programs as well as developing a specialization in 
translation as an option during seminary training. 
LBT has been asked to come alongside to support the 
church and seminary as they develop their capacity to 
support Bible translation in Ethiopia and beyond. LBT 
has asked Paul to provide leadership to this process.
Although the day-to-day tasks for Paul have changed 
significantly over the last fifteen years, it has always 
been easy to describe his role as being the “IT Guy.” 
With technology being central to every part of Lutheran 
Bible Translators, Paul has gradually moved from 
focusing on the technology itself to helping people 

Matt and Emily Terhune continue their mission work 
with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Papua New Guinea.  

The Federwitz and Terhune families are sharing their 
most recent newsletter information with us.

Red Hill also supports Teniellle and Barto Yelkouni 
who work in an orphanage and school in West Africa, 
as well as Nighlight Christian Adoptions and The City 
of Angels Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico.
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work together using technology. He has experience 
providing support to every part of the translation 
process from training translators to use specialized 
software, to building scripture apps, to managing data 
across projects. In this new role, Paul will combine 
this background and his training in organizational 
leadership to help others support all aspects of Bible 
translation in Ethiopia.  
Our plan is to finish our school year and depart Ghana 
in early June, spending two months in the US before 
relocating to Ethiopia in early August.  At this point, 
we aren’t quite sure what our short time in the US will 
look like. We will want to spend time with each of our 
extended families and there will be a long list of items 
to purchase before moving to Ethiopia.  We also hope 
to be able to make some visits to churches and share 
about our new ministry in person.   
When moving from one country to another across the 
African continent, it’s not possible to just load up a 
moving truck and drive! We will need to sell or give 
away the majority of our possessions here, including 
furniture and appliances, and then we will need to 
repurchase these things when establish our home in 
Ethiopia. LBT has set up a special fund to help with 
these expenses. You can designate “PA Federwitz 
Household Setup” in the memo line of a check or 
choose it at https://go.lbt.org/pafederwitz.
Stay tuned for more information on our ministry in 
Ethiopia.  It is a very different place from what we have 
become familiar with here in Ghana.  We will have 
much to adjust to and learn about but we are excited for 
the new challenges that await us.  Even though we know 
in our hearts 
that it is time 
to move on, 
we will all 
be in various 
s t a g e s  o f 
grieving as 
we close out 
this chapter 
of our lives.

Terhune Family Missions 
Dear Friends & Family,
We hope you’re all well! Work is keeping us busy in a 
good way. Matt recently set up a solar power system for a 
missionary with another organization called That They May 
Know - they do church-planting in Gulf Province - and we 
also got this encouraging report from the Aitape translation 
cluster in Sandaun Province. You can see this translation 
group in action in the video below - Matt set up all the 
laptops they’re using!

From Ben Pehrson, translator (and our next-door 
neighbor here in Ukarumpa):
When we check to make sure the community language 
experts understand the translation of John’s Gospel, 
we first have them read a short passage out loud 
before we ask them to retell it in a language of wider 
communication or answer our specific questions. This 
is one of the most beautiful sights and sounds I ever 
get to witness. This portion of God’s Word being read 
aloud in six more languages at the same time. And 
they’re understanding it! And this week there’s four 
more following right behind. Love it! The light shines 
in the darkness, and those who believe in the light 
become children of light. Jesus said, “I am the light 
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12 
NIV11)

Cargo Cult Meets Bible Study
Towards the end of last year, the SALT ministry ran a 
course in East Sepik Province and the response was 
incredible. People hiked in from far away to attend, 
and the crazy part was that many members of two 
cargo cults also showed up. What we have heard 
about cargo cults is that once people are in them, 
it is very, very hard for them to ever abandon that 
type of thinking. So, it was shocking - in the best way 
possible - to hear that the cargo cult members who 
came were extremely receptive, clearly understood 
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the teaching, and shared that they were now becoming 
true Christians. The woman who had brought one of 
the cults into the area to begin with even stood up 
and repented in front of the whole community. And 
things didn’t end with the course. The church leaders 
and local Bible translators are now doing outreach 
to other villages, even going through the full 2 week 
Bible study with them. We originally sent out 100 Tok 
Pisin SALT Bible study books AND 100 large books 
with all of the Bible passages translated into the local 
language - Urim - and the people there are asking us 
to please send more!

As far as our family goes, we are tired but good. That 
seems to be the recurring theme - the kids are silly 
and cute and crazy, and mommy and daddy are tired. 
As to our SALT family, thank you so much for praying 
for Pastor Fred, his son, daughter-in-law, and new 
grandson. Baby Ruben is doing well, and his mom and 
dad are recovering!

Thank you for thinking of us and for praying! Laikim 
yupela olgeta (love you all)! 

Love from Emily, Matt, Elijah, & Claire

Praise:
Pastor Fred’s son and daughter-in-law are both 
alive and healing after experiencing Guillain-Barre 
syndrome and a traumatic delivery, and their baby is 
doing well
The Aitape translation cluster is making good progress
The SALT course at Urim had a great response
We were able to see God’s perfect timing with the 
Anamunampa SALT course
Claire turned 2 last month! And Emily just turned 35, 
but that’s less exciting

Prayer Requests
Omicron is spreading here. Please pray for the health 
of our family, Ukarumpa, and Aiyura Valley
Please pray for the people out in Urim, that they would 
continue in faith and that the outreaches would have 
a great impact
Our dear friend 
here, Esther, has 
had a lot of trauma 
i n  h e r  f a m i l y. 
Please pray for her 
and for her family 
to be comforted 
and at peace
Pray for Elijah 
as he starts to ask 
deeper questions 
about God 

“The Light Shines in the Darkness”
One more ministry story we have to share. The other 
SALT course that we wrote about before, in a local 
village called Anamunampa - well, this was a sort of 
discouraging course. Yes, 8 people came to Christ. 
That is huge. But the whole mood around the course 
was dark and hostile, and the community in general 
was apathetic. Here’s the part I want to share - soon 
after this course happened, there was a big incident 
in the area where we live. Many people accidently 
drank methanol from a local coffee lab, not knowing 
what it really was. Matt and I both know people here 
who lost family members as a result of the poisoning. 
But after this tragedy occurred, the 8 new believers in 
Anamunampa came forward to say THANK YOU for 
running this course and clearly sharing the Gospel with 
us when you did, because if not for that, we too would 
have drank the methanol and we could have died. Even 
though this was an incredibly dark time and a horrible 
thing to take place, it was amazing to hear about God’s 
timing...God’s provision...God’s control through it all. 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it” (John 1:5). Thank you, God. 
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Housebuilding for Families in Mexico
By Dr. Ken Hays, President, RHLC Board of Directors

Participation in our Mexico housebuilding ministry 
translates Christ’s words “…as you have done to the 
least of these my brethren, you have done unto Me” 
into and exemplary and fulfilling personal action.
 
Over a period of two days, our Red Hill group builds 
a badly needed 16’x20′, three-room, weatherproof 
home with a loft for a poor Mexican family living in 
slum conditions just a few miles south of the border.  
Multiple rooms give the family needed privacy and 
dignity.   The house is durable, efficiently designed, 
and serves the family for many years.  A concrete slab 
floor, construction materials, and building plans, along 
with our Red Hill group’s sleeping accommodations 
and some meals are provided through Baja Christian 
Ministries.  Construction tasks include framing, siding, 
wiring, roofing, painting, and drywall, often occurring 
at the same time! Red Hill has sent groups to build these 
homes in Mexico annually for many years.  Regardless 
of your construction skills, gender, or age, there is 
something for everyone to do!
 
We have had great success on our past housebuilding 
efforts.  We always present the family with a new Bible.  
We thank them for allowing us to serve as Christ’s 
hands for them.  The house recipients are overjoyed 
and some family members may be in tears and are 
often speechless as they receive the keys to their new 
front door.  Their little children are always excited, 
inspecting and exploring the house as it goes up.
 
In recent years, we have also served communion to 
believers in the neighborhood, as well as a hot dog 
lunch for the local community on the first day of the 
build.  There are usually lots of hungry neighbors, and 
it’s a great way to meet some nice people.
 
This year’s trip to Mexico is June 3rd-5th.  Like our 
many trips in past years, this will be a unique and very 
fulfilling opportunity to show the love of the Lord to 
a family in great need.  

Contact Ken Hays at 714-289-0476 or focusonit@ca.rr.
com if you can participate.  Also, if you do not already 
have a passport, apply right away!
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Staying Focused During Challenging Times
By Dr. Ken Hays, President, RHLC Board of Directors

It’s clear that the Lord is blessing Red Hill in 
magnificent ways.  We have a wonderful, Christ-
centered church and school.  Our pastor, principal, 
staff, and congregation members work in real harmony 
with our Purpose:  To “Know Christ” and to “Make 
Christ known.”  Our Sunday attendance is stabilizing 
post-Covid.  We have a very large group of online 
worshippers now, in addition to those who worship in 
our sanctuary.   Our school has received high honors 
and accreditations.  Pastor Seth, Dr. Marquardt and 
staff members are cited as outstanding by external 
organizations.  Finally, our members’ work and support 
has been blessed and unwavering.
The times are uncertain these days.  At this writing, 
Christian values are becoming less accepted in the 
U.S., or even seen as “bad.” A war of aggression rages 
in eastern Europe, and we are still dealing with the 
consequences of a worldwide pandemic.
It’s always important to maintain focus on our vision: 
“Making Christ centered, emotionally healthy disciples 
of Jesus - One life at a time,” This now includes 
ministry with online worshippers and with new 
families in our school and church.  Staying focused 
on our vision presents new challenges in this season 
of change,
Online and livestream worship and Bible study is a 
new and long-term feature with Red Hill.  The number 
of people who take part at Red Hill via the internet 
is significant and we are blessed.  Remote Ministry 
with offsite participants poses new questions.  Aside 
from Sunday worship, etc., how will non-local people 
be more involved in the life of our Church and in its 
ministries?  How will remote ministries evolve?
Our school is welcoming more new students and 
families as a consequence of society’s reaction to 
Covid-19 and to its departures from of Christian values.  
As an outreach ministry of Red Hill, the evolving 
needs and the expectations of our school families must 
be addressed.  Maintaining a Christ-centered, award-

winning school will continue to require attention to 
our facilities and our curriculum.
Challenging times are not a new thing.  We continue 
to give prayerful consideration to our ministries and 
our missions.  With the Lord’s guidance and with His 
support as we give thought to our responses to these 
times, we will continue to Know Christ and to make 
Christ known!
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Making the Most of Pandemic Times
By Shelli Haynes, Director, Youth and Family Ministry

In their recent book, Generation Z Unfiltered, authors 
Tim Elmore and Andrew McPeak list the impact 

of world and cultural events on 
students who make up the “Gen 
Z” (those born 1997 – 2019).  
Specifically, Elmore and McPeak 
encourage a series of nine course 
corrections to those of us older than 
this digital generation, in the hope 
that shifting perspectives might 
allow for increased growth and 
wellbeing.

Working with students for the whole of this generation, 
I have noted several alarming trends that have shifted 
the way students see themselves, others, and God.  The 
migration from “capital T truth” to “your truth” has also 
forced most students inward in isolation and confusion.  
I can hardly imagine navigating puberty, high school, 
our postmodern culture, and contemplating the future 
in this in-your-face, digital age.   One thing is certain, 
these students are charting their course in completely 
new territory, and how I, and other adults relate to 
them, matters a lot.

One big shift I have noted in ministry (and one Elmore 
and McPeak detail in their book) is the shift of the adult 
generation’s view of the digital generation:  We are 
afraid for them instead of expressing hope for them. 
Close to 2/3 of Americans (64 percent) have doubts 
about the ability of today’s youth when it comes to 
overcoming obstacles. We are both doubtful and afraid. 
(McPeak, 2019).  This impacts children and students’ 
mental health.  Born anti fragile, they learn to become 
afraid as they see our reactions to their normal bumps 
in the road of development.  

What can we do? Elmore and McPeak share a lot of 
data that showcases a central idea, one I think is true: 
“Belief impacts (and even sometimes determines) 
the reality we experience.” If children see fear and 
anxiety on our faces, they will often emulate those 
same emotions.  If we begin to tell ourselves a different 
story, perhaps our experience of reality will not be the 
only thing altered.

I have been overjoyed to walk alongside high school 
girls in a small group setting throughout the last four 

years.  During their high school experience, our country 
has seen severe political vitriol, extreme hunger and 
calamity through natural disasters and violence in 
our community and around the world, racial unrest, 
and violence, evolving definitions of things once 
considered to be immutable, anxiety, self-harm, 
suicide, and of course, a worldwide health pandemic 
that mushroomed into ethical, political, socioeconomic, 
and religious debate.  Over the past four years, these 
girls have grown so much and have experienced life in 
and around some of the events previously listed.  Some 
girls have stopped walking with us, while others have 
joined us more recently.  

It has been easy for me to take in all that is happening 
around us and feel completely afraid and overcome 
by the onslaught of events, feelings, and worries.  I 
know that I could reflect that to the girls without much 
preparation.  Instead, I have tried to create a space for 
growth and discussion around the different topics or 
events and align the current cultural examples to pair 
with faith formation plans our team had in place prior 
to these girls beginning high school.  I trusted (not 
all the time and not perfectly) that God is ahead of us 
and He has not been surprised by a single event that 
has happened.  I tried to create a space for the girls to 
lament and to disagree while wrestling with the Truth 
of Scripture and God’s call on their lives. 

One of the more meaningful things we have done in 
our small group is to practice spiritual habits.  We have 
committed to Sabbath rest for a season. This was very 
hard for all of us! Being still is not a normal skill many 
of us have these days.  We have practiced reading the 
Bible daily and creating that habit together. We have 
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practiced prayer for others, and just a few weeks ago, 
I asked the girls to look around them to see a need that 
they could prayerfully help meet.  Each young woman 
came up with a different problem to be addressed.  One 
saw the need for her boss to be encouraged at work 
and committed to praying for her boss and writing a 
weekly note of encouragement.  Another is passionate 
about the world, and committed to praying each 
week for a different thing God created, and giving 
a donation to the World Wildlife Fund each week.  
Another lamented friends who seemed lost or lonely 
and so committed to lifting them in prayer and inviting 
one each week to hang out.  Yet another’s heart felt 
for those experiencing mental health challenges and 
she found an organization, soleysunshine.com that 
brings encouragers and those needing encouragement 
together.  She is praying over the notes she is writing 
weekly.  

I think we must decide if we will stay stuck in all that 
is wrong with the world, or trust that God loves us 
and goes before us and be the people who will look 
for needs and be ready to try to offer solutions.  These 
girls are encouragement for me personally to trust God 
and help! 

Church and School Partnership Spotlight: 
National Lutheran Schools Week
By Shelli Haynes, Director of YFM

Each year, it is a blessing to celebrate the incredible 
ministry of our preschool and day school, even as we 
honor all Lutheran schools throughout the country.  
Red Hill Lutheran’s main ministries and mission are 
to the families who come on our campus weekly.  Over 
the last few years, we have been thrilled to develop 
ever-increasing bonds of partnership between YFM 
and our school staff.

This year, our school staff invited YFM to walk 
alongside them in creating special lunch and recess 
experiences with the children on our campus.  Several 
times throughout the week, our team had something 
special planned for the kids, with different activities 
tying into a learning objective that the kids were 
learning about.  Here’s a glimpse of the events:

Monday Recess: Rock, Paper, Scissors Game - 
Kids play by class 4-5 Classes at each recess. Spot 
markers ordered & will arrive by the end of this 
week (1/15) MS Bible Students to lead game 
Dress pass awarded to winners of game

Monday Lunch: Relay Races (Animal style) - 
Everyone participates after eating. MS Bible 
Students monitor Winners get free dress pass
Wednesday Recess: Creation Scavenger Hunt 
Kids will try to find at least two items that God has 
created throughout the playground & backdrop areas. 
1,000+ animals/bugs/reptiles/sea creatures.   
Wednesday Lunch:  Egg Obstacle  Course 
(Demonstrating Talents)
Break kids  into groups of five  - with delayed starts. 
Include checkpoints for talents: allowing kids to 
demonstrate different maneuvers around cones, hula-
hoops and jump ropes. All participating kids will 
receive a piece of candy and a free dress pass at the 
end. MS Bible Students will lead the games.
Friday: Special treat will be soft pretzels. Caroline to 
purchase and coordinate. MS Bible Students will help 
prepare and serve. Friday Games: Balloon Juggling 
Contest and three- legged race. MS Bible Students will 
lead and supervise games.

As shown above, Beth Stoffregen, our Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator worked in partnership with 
Tracy Coggins, Middle School Bible teacher, Caroline 
Elias, Enrichment, as well as many of the teachers in 
various age groups to create experiences that weren’t 
just fun for the kids, but allowed them to serve each 
other, practice leadership skills, service, and creativity!  

Our middle school Bible students also shared 
encouragement with our church family through 
handmade cards they created during the week.  On 
February 6th, 2022, church was full of many reasons 
to celebrate. We thanked God at the end of National 
Lutheran Schools Week, we had First Communion 
of 10 young people, and we honored our Scouts and 
American Heritage girls, whom we charter here at 
Red Hill!  As families left the sanctuary, our Scouts 
were on hand to share the encouragement cards with 
our congregants.  

Days like this are wonderful examples of the work God 
is doing in big and small ways throughout the whole 
church and school – and it is a gift to see us leverage our 
individual talents for the growth and encouragement 
of the church and school community!
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First Communion as a Milestone of Faith
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth & Family Ministry

On February 6, 2022, 10 children knelt at the altar to receive 
their First Communion surrounded by their families and the 
family of God within this community.  What a joy to see 
these children receive such a precious gift!  

This event is part of a targeted approach to ministry for 
families throughout the childhood lifespan.  Our goal is 
to make Christ known to each child, student, and parent 
we meet.  Each January our children’s ministry takes the 
month to focus on one of the six parts of Luther’s Small 
Catechism.  We pray that these lessons will allow kids to get 
to know God as He reveals Himself to us through the Bible.  
Discovery is such an important part of child development, 
and we have so much fun watching the children begin to 
understand more about God during this month.  

Our First Communion families are invited to participate in 
learning in depth about the sacrament of Holy Communion 
with their families through a workbook we have developed 
in partnership with Pastor.  Families read and discuss at 
home before coming together as a group with Pastor to 
ask questions, receive further instruction, and learn the 
mechanics of taking communion.  All of this leads up to 
the event on February 6th.

First Communion and Children’s Ministry instruction are 

part of the greater goal of guiding and supporting students 
in their faith throughout middle and high school. When a 
child reaches 6th grade, their family is invited to take part 
in a three-year Confirmation class.  The program is laid out 
in six segments, taking place for one month in the fall and 
one in the spring.  

During the 6th grade year, students and their parents jump 
into an overview of the Old and New Testaments.  Many 
students are learning about Ancient Civilizations in school, 
so the relatable connections for them are vivid.  We ask 
parents to join for these Confirmation sessions so that the 
faith conversations they have at home are supported by 
Scripture and this shared Biblical worldview.  

In 7th and 8th grades, students and their parents will come 
together in the fall and spring for more intensive study on 
the different parts of Luther’s Small Catechism.  Having the 
children learn about these different concepts in elementary 
school is a benefit for them in Confirmation sessions - we 
can go a bit deeper and make important connections between 
the Biblical texts and their own life experiences. 

When the Confirmation process is concluded, students make 
an Affirmation of their Baptism, in which they confirm 
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that they desire to continue walking as a disciple of Jesus, 
knowing Him more deeply and making Him known to 
others throughout their life.  As you might imagine, this 
is a daunting process in our current post-Christian culture.  
The students and parents who complete this part of their 
journey are to be commended.  

In high school ministry, we begin a process of equipping 
the students to live a lifelong faith as they one day move 
beyond their parents’ home.  We strongly encourage high 
school students to worship regularly and participate in the 
ministry of the church.  We offer students opportunities for 
evangelism, service, fellowship, and Bible study even as 
we point them into relationships with each other and with 
the wider faith community at Red Hill.  This is particularly 
important in the current culture we are in.  With the events 

of the past few years, we have become much more isolated 
and self-focused.  God has called us to live as part of the 
body of Christ!  We know that our ministry must reflect 
that goal of strong relationships as we stay the course of 
equipping students for lifelong discipleship.
As students graduate high school, there are many options 
waiting for them.  Where many churches conclude 
programmed ministry at age 18, we thank God we can stay 
in contact with post-high school students as they grapple 
with the leap from high school to whatever is next.  If the 
student is going to college away from the area, we strive to 
connect them to a local church or ministry where they can 
continue to grow.  If they choose the military or another type 
of work, we look for ways to connect with them.  You will 
often see young adults ministering to our younger students 
here at church and out in our community, both locally and 
in the wider world.  

We were thrilled for the 10 students who received their 
First Communion.  We hope you will join us in continued 
prayer for them and for all the students and their families 
in our ministry - now more than ever, they will need the 
fierce prayers from our church as they seek to live as faithful 
followers of Jesus!  
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Clockwise this page: A little 
rain couldn’t keep kids from 

having fun with our traditional 
Live Nativity on Christmas Eve.

On February 6th, we were 
visited by our Scout troops and 

American Heritage Girls.

Students receive the 
imposition of ashes during Cha-

pel on Ash Wednesday.

the grapevine
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Above:RHLS students 
perform the National 
Anthem at the Harlem 
Globetrotters game.

Left to right: Students 
and teachers dress in 

theme during Lutheran 
Schools Week.
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The Captain of our Ship: Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
By Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal

In times of crisis, a school can 
only hope for a leader who 
has the strength and fortitude 
to guide and navigate his 
team through the difficulties. 
We all know the past years 
have caused a great deal of 
stress, anxiety, and upheaval 
in everyone’s lives. Rev. Dr. 
Seth Britton is the steady 
anchor--- just what we need 
for “a time such as this.” He truly epitomizes a leader 
who can calm the storms of life.

For the past 24 years, Seth has supported Red Hill 
Lutheran School educators, but tides turned in 2020 
when we were awash in turmoil. Seth helped us stay 
on an even keel, making tough decisions on school 
closures, reopenings, and ever changing currents. 
Instrumental in piloting a course for the 2021-2022 

OC Parenting Magazine Award Winners

year, Seth is a lifeline that supports schoolwide 
emotional needs stemming from pandemic life. 

Seth’s background in marriage and family therapy 
promotes the emotional wellbeing of 600 congregants, 
500 school families, and 100 faculty and staff, helping 
people through rocky seasons of life. He proactively 
teaches an Emotional Health class, knowing that the 
social-emotional health of teachers has a direct impact 
on students. Additionally, he provides professional 
growth classes, giving teachers tools to best serve 
students and is always willing to answer students’ 
tough questions. 

Seth’s leadership leads to an extremely strong 
church-school partnership. Actively involved in 
school accreditation, he charted a course to form a 
unified mission statement. He meets weekly with 
school administrators, strengthening this bond. Seth 
empowers and trusts staff, fostering a collaborative, 
supportive environment with frequent celebration and 
praise for our success. When teachers deal with difficult 
situations, he models and promotes healthy conflict 
resolution strategies. 

Every year Parenting OC awards educators on their 
hard work and passion for schools.  Parenting OC 
Magazine’s criteria for these awards includes years 
of service, creativity, passion,dedication, and service 
to the school and community.  There is only one 
nominee per category for each school.  Since 2018, 
Red Hill Lutheran School has had 11 Top Teachers, 
Employees and Leaders awarded for being a School 
Hero, with many more nominees.  We are proud to 
say that we are the only school this year who had a 
winner in each category: Mrs. Maggie Radmacher 
for Top Employee, Mrs. Carla Chun for Top Teacher, 
and Pastor Seth Britton for Top Leader. 
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A True Renaissance Woman: Carla Chun
By Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal

By definition, “A Renaissance 
Woman” exhibits many talents 
and has vast knowledge. Red 
Hill Lutheran School’s art and 
resource teacher, Carla Chun, 
epitomizes this. Carla possesses 
a prodigious palette of abilities, 
enriching the entire learning 
community.  She is many things 
to many people. Her colorful 
palette reflects her abilities as an Artist, Activist, 
Advocate, Collaborator, Creator, Learner, Leader, and 
Mentor.
 

Artist: Carla’s fine arts degree and experience teaching 
across grades and subjects delivers rich art experiences 
to elementary and middle school students through 
an exploration of great artists. To support Social 
Emotional Learning, students worked on self portraits 
to help process pandemic feelings. 
 

Activist: As a supporter of Mary’s Kitchen in Orange, 
she models activism and philanthropy both in the local 
community and to our students, as they work to provide 
food to those in need. Recently, RHLS packed 200 
lunches for the homeless. 

Advocate: Besides teaching art, she’s a resource 
teacher, working with families to support students with 
learning needs, utilizing Response to Intervention and 
study skills classes for students who need support. For 
enrichment, she meets students in small groups, using 
strategies of depth and complexity to develop advanced 
thinking and multiple perspectives. She brought M3 
math instruction to promote problem solving and 
critical thinking. 

 

Collaborator: Carla worked with administration and 
co-teachers to research, develop, and implement a 
program for Gifted and Talented Education. Besides 
this huge endeavor, she has facilitated a cross-curricular 
PBL experience with the Spanish teacher, inviting the 
school to learn about Dias de los Muertos.
 

Creator: Creativity abounds with Carla. She delivered 
a staff training on “A Recipe for Cross-Curricular 
Lesson Planning,” donning a chef’s hat and mixing 
all the necessary “ingredients.” Her artistic creativity 
designed an award-winning paper butterfly-laden, 
Tustin Tiller Days float.
 

Learner: Professional growth is a priority; Carla 
pursued GATE certification and recently attended the 
Smithsonian’s Teacher Institute to use art to support 
equity and content learning.
 

Leader and Mentor: Carla shares her learning to 
support other teachers. She led the school to implement 
PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention System) and 
Growth Mindset Learning. She works individually 
with teachers to support instruction.
 

Carla is not only a resource and art teacher. With her 
talents, she paints beautiful masterpieces, assembles 
amazing mosaics, creates rich tapestries, using all the 
colors of her palette and all the tools in her art box, 
sparking creativity and illuminating other’s unique 
abilities.
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Maggie Radmacher: Registrar Extraordinaire! 
By Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal

In every organization, there are 
always those shining stars who 
seem to take center stage, soaking 
up the accolades and receiving 
all the applause. But there are 
also the unsung individuals, 
working in the shadows, who 
make the entire production 
happen-- the backstage workers 
who take care of the details, 
tirelessly seeing that everything 
runs smoothly. Maggie Radmacher, Red Hill Lutheran 
School Registrar, is this. Now, it’s time for her to step 
into the limelight and take a bow. 

For the past sixteen years, you usually find Maggie 
quietly working in her office, keeping our student 
records in order. While this is her primary responsibility, 
she doesn’t stop there. She goes above and beyond to 
humbly serve others, without ever expecting anything 
in return.

Maggie single-handedly manages our student 
information system, oversees student schedules, and 
rosters students for testing. No matter how complicated 
the system, Maggie will figure it out. She even went 
out-of-state to New Orleans and Chicago for advanced 
system training, so she can know all the ins-and-outs 

to best serve our teachers and school families. 

If we’re ever short on help, Maggie is there to support 
the accounting department, cover the phones, or do 
crosswalk duty. She will drop anything to help someone 
in need. Maggie also will serve as a translator for 
parents and teachers who need language assistance.

Maggie is an IT person extraordinaire. No problem is 
too big for her, and she will troubleshoot and research 
until she can help us solve the problem. Need to 
connect to a wireless printer or fix the copier? Call 
on Maggie!

Teachers can count on Maggie to provide all important 
student forms and materials. She will work as long as 
it takes to make sure everyone has what they need. She 
also trains new teachers on our technology programs. 

If you’re hungry and looking for snacks, Maggie 
makes sure there’s no junk food, but instead, she 
stocks the school kitchen with healthy food. Salads, 
fruits, vegetables… Maggie fills the counter with 
this and more. If we have any school functions that 
need catering, she is there to help serve, acting as 
a welcoming hostess for teacher training meetings, 
parent nights, and graduation ceremonies. 

As humble as Maggie is, she would prefer not to take 
any credit for all that she does. However, it’s time 
to celebrate the diligence, the selflessness, and the 
illustrious accomplishments of Maggie Radmacher. 
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Associated Student Body

The Red Hill ASB, under the advisement of Ms. 
Deana Occhipinti, has had a busy season in service 
to RHLS. In January, they kicked off 2022 by taking 
the inaugural leadership class at the brand new 
“Imagination Campus” at Disneyland, followed by 
hosting a Middle School Social, “Let’s Get Wild.” It 
was a great afternoon of pizza, acai smoothies, dancing, 
fellowship and fun! ASB then turned their surplus of 
snacks and drinks into a FUNdraiser for the RHLS 
February Philanthropy. Their “Snack Sale” helped 
RHLS to raise over $1000 for His Little Feet! February 
also brought the return of Grandparent/VIP Day to 
RHLS! ASB students acted as RHLS ambassadors 
to our very special guests by serving them coffee and 
treats, passing out achievement prizes, and guiding 
them through our campus. 

ASB tech team was also on hand to manage the Live-
stream of the special performance given that day, as 
they do every week for our chapel services. March 
brought the hosting of “Literacy Week” with five 
dress-up days highlighting children’s books that were 
fun AND explored individual uniqueness, bravery, 
classic literature and Dr. Suess’s birthday. All along, 
ASB has continued their yearly study of Habitudes, by 
Tim Elmore.  They use the SEL lessons learned in this 
program to create monthly Wellness Wednesday videos 
which are shared to our entire RHLS community.  
ASB looks forward to putting more of these lessons 
to use, creating fun events and serving RHLS  during 
Trimester Three.  
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RHLS Performing Arts Department 
The RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD) has 
had a busy and fun year! Since our last Vine article, 
our students and ensembles have shared multiple 
performances with our community. In February, our 
kindergarten through 5th grade students shared a 
beautiful patriotic performance as part of our annual 
Grandparents/VIP Day celebration. At Grandparents 
Day, a handful of our 5th graders braved the wind 
to play folk tunes and patriotic tunes while the 
grandparents arrived and had coffee. Our Redeemed 
Handbell Ensemble, directed by Mrs. Laura Lodin, 
led the congregation in our National Anthem. 
Singspiration, also directed by Mrs. Lodin, performed 
an arrangement of America the Beautiful. 

Later in February, Mrs. Lodin took Singspiration along 
with singers from Drama and Praise Band, to the Honda 
Center to perform the National Anthem at a Harlem 
Globetrotters Game. Over 100 RHLS community 
members showed their support at the Honda Center 
that night. The students even met one of the basketball 
players from the other team who actually was a Red 
Hill Lutheran School student in his 7th and 8th grade 
years before attending Orange Lutheran High School. 
What a small world! Throughout February and March 
of 2022, the middle school drama elective, directed by 
Ms. Deana Occhipinti, studied Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet. Students had the opportunity to perform 
twice in the CLC during the school day and elementary 
students were invited to come enjoy the performance. 
We love when our older students get the opportunity 
to share their art and their growth with the younger 
students.

RHLS PAD students have many more opportunities 
still to come before the end of the year. 

April 1- “Barnyard Moo-sical” featuring RHLS Kinder-
2nd graders 
                (10:30 AM @ Sanctuary)

April 8 - “Leap Day”  featuring RHLS 3rd-5th graders 
                (6:30 PM @ Sanctuary)

April 12 - Middle School Performing Arts Showcase 
featuring RHLS MS electives, Drama, Concert Band, 
Handbells, and Praise Band
               (6:30 PM @ CLC)

April 29 - Music in the Parks Festival Competition 
featuring RHLS MS Concert Band
               (10:05am @ Placenta Presbyterian Church, 
Award Ceremony at Knott’s Berry Farm)

May 20 - RHLS POPS Concert featuring String 
Orchestra and Singspiration 
              (6:30 PM @CLC)

May 21  - Southern California Christian Schools Honor 
Ensembles Concert featuring select 4th-8th grade 
instrumentalists from local private schools.
               (Time TBA @ Concordia University Irvine)

It is such a blessing working with RHLS students. God 
is doing great things in their lives and we love to see 
them glorify Him through their elementary and middle 
school journey.

Mr. Ben Hunter (Instrumental Music)
Mrs. Laura Lodin (Choral Music/Classroom Music/

Handbells)
Ms. Deana Occhipinti (Theatre Arts/Drama)
Mr. Isaiah Coughran (Praise Band)
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Mr. Ben Hunter, Ms. Deana Occhipinti and Mrs. Laura Lo-
din;  Mrs. Lodin visits with one of the Harlem Globetrotters 
before Singspiration and singers from the Drama and Praise 

Band perform the National Anthem at the Honda Center.
Below: Students rehearse the National Anthem.
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A Trip Down Route 66
 By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Program Director

We are getting ready for adventure, learning and 
laughter all summer long.  Our teachers and staff are 
pulling out all the stops to create a true summer camp 
experience for our students and guests.  Summer camp 
at Red Hill Lutheran provides the perfect balance of 
learning, creativity, and fun!  We have the unique 
opportunity this summer to say “YES” to special 
games, inflatables, toys, hands on learning - even ice 
cream - and more every day of camp.  

This year our spiritual focus will include morning and 
afternoon worship, prayer journals and a trip down 
Route 66 with an overview of all 66 books of the Bible.  
Our theme is:  Life is a journey: be sure to pack well!   

me of summer; the journey that we are all on can be so 
much better if we take time to pack the things we need 
and leave behind all the extra baggage we don’t need.  
What we give our kids for the journey of life matters! 
And we are planning a complete program designed 
to give them the spiritual, emotional, intellectual and 
social tools they can carry with them the rest of their 
lives.  All with fun and learning in mind.

Please keep our summer camp staff, campers and 
families in your prayers.  We are excited to see how 
God will work in and through us.  One thing we know 
for certain is that God has a plan - and it is going to 
be good.  

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge 
Him and He will direct your paths.  Proverbs 3:5 & 6We believe that by enabling our kids to enjoy a 

summertime with friends, the chance to choose new 
experiences as well as participate in tried-and-true 
favorites like bubbles, fuse beads and RC cars - we are 
also giving kids a chance to...well to put it simply... be 
kids.  And by pouring into the lives of our campers with 
a framework for fun designed just for them -  we have 
the chance to give kids what they need and celebrate 
with them God’s love and plan for their lives.  

A recent event in my own life put everything into 
perspective for me.  I just made a reservation to go 
see my mom this month - I am so excited to see her 
after so many months of waiting for the right time to 
visit.  But I must admit to feeling a bit apprehensive, 
you see, she lives in Minneapolis - where the current 
temperature is 27 degrees!  What to pack has become 
an important consideration - I don’t want to be missing 
anything once I get there.  In a way, this also reminds 
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God Bless our Grandparents!
This past February, Red Hill Lutheran School held 
its annual Grandparent/VIP Day.  Over the years, this 
Kindergarten through 5th grade event has become 
very popular among school families.  This year was 
the first time since the start of the pandemic that we 
were able to have this event in-person with all of our 
wonderful guests at the church and school.  It looked a 
little different without the reception in the CLC, but the 
Grandparents/VIPs had an amazing time being hosted 
in the classrooms and shown around by their students 
in an Open House format.  
Admissions Director, Mrs. Lori Browne, along with the 
school office team: Mrs. Jill St. George, Mrs. Maggie 
Radmacher, Mrs. Liz Weber and Ms. Jamie Elser, 
coordinated this special patriotic event.  Grandparents 
started their morning on the church patio with coffee, 
fruit and pastries while our RHLS String Orchestra 
played in the background.  Grandparents loved the 
performance from our students with songs about 
America and were entertained by the very charismatic 
emcee, Dr. Paul Marquardt.  When Grandparents 
RSVP’d for this event, they shared interesting life facts.  
Principal Marquardt honored over 100 of the guests 
by awarding them with gifts for designations of who 
has the most grandchildren, longest married, farthest 

travelled and who was wisest of all (which means 
oldest).  We also recognized those who have served 
in the military, worked in education and nursing, and 
have been missionaries.  
This event is a great opportunity for our school to reach 
families of our students who may not know much about 
our school, or church.  It was truly enjoyed by all! 

Clockwise on this page:  Sofia Keefe and Zov Karamard-
ian; Ardy Fletcher and Melinda Giaimo; Clara Josephs 

and grandaughter, Lilly Greenberg; Harko Deboer, 
Clarence Day and Marie Deboer; Students sing during 
the Grandparents/VIP assembly held on February 17th



The VinePage 44

Pentecost—The Power of the Holy Spirit!
On Sunday, June 5th, we will celebrate the day of 
Pentecost and begin the Season of Pentecost in our 
Church Year.  Pentecost has often been referred to as 
the “birthday of church.”  On the Day of Pentecost, 
the Holy Spirit filled the disciples gathered together 
and God’s mission of healing this world through Jesus’ 
church was begun!  
In the Old Testament era, Pentecost was originally an 
annual feast that followed the Feast of First Fruits, 
also called the “Feast 
of Weeks” (Leviticus 
23:15-22) .   The 
name “Pentecost” 
was derived from the 
Greek word “pente” 
meaning “Fifty,” 
because it fell fifty 
days after Passover.  
Addit ional ly,  by 
the  t ime  o f  the 
N e w  Te s t a m e n t 
e r a ,  P e n t e c o s t 
c o m m e m o r a t e d 
Moses’ giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.  

As a festival within Judaism, many pilgrims from 
throughout the empire would come to Jerusalem to 
celebrate Pentecost.   It was during this Pentecost 
festival that the disciples were gathered together in the 
upper room, waiting.  Waiting for what?  Throughout 
the Gospel of John, we read that Jesus promised the 
“comforter,” the “helper,” the Holy Spirit, whom He 
would send when He returned to the Father.   For 
example,

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness about me. 27 And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with me from 
the beginning. (John 15.26)

Also, in Acts 1.8, Jesus promised:

 “But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

When Alfred Nobel discovered an explosive element 
that was stronger than anything the world had known 
at the time, he asked a friend and Greek scholar 
for a word that conveyed the meaning of explosive 
power.  The Greek word was dunamis, and Nobel 
named his invention “dynamite.”  Dunamis is the 

same word that Jesus 
used when He told 
His disciples in Acts 
1.8 that they would 
receive power!  On 
the Day of Pentecost 
the power came—
the promised Holy 
Spir i t  f i l led  the 
hearts and minds of 
the disciples and the 
church was born!  
And,  as  the  o ld 
saying goes, “the 

world has never been the same.”   As author and Pastor 
Charles Stanley writes:

What a difference the Spirit’s indwelling 
presence made in their lives; No longer were 
they fearful men who ran away; nor were they 
people looking out for their own interests. Now 
they were transformed into a cohesive group 
who “were continually devoting themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  And all those 
who had believed were together and had all 
things in common” (Acts 2.42, 44).1

Consider:  the Holy Spirit’s power transformed these 
first-century believers into bold witnesses (Just like 
Jesus said!) for the Gospel.  Prior to Pentecost, Simon 
Peter couldn’t stand up for his faith when a teenage 
girl enquired of Peter if he was “with him,” if he was 
a follower of Jesus.  Peter famously denied three times 
that he knew Jesus!  Yet, after the power of the Holy 

1  Charles Stanley. “The Holy Spirit’s Presence.” In Touch Minis-
tries.
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Spirit was unleashed on Pentecost, Peter stood up and 
boldly preached the gospel, resulting in 3,000 people 
being saved.  Peter even refused to deny his faith and 
was crucified upside down, because he said he did not 
deserve to die in the manner of his Savior!

Saul of Tarsus was known as a persecutor of Christians; 
a man who wanted to wipe ou this heretical movement 
of apostate Jews.  After Pentecost, Saul became a 
believer on the Damascus Road, seeing a vision of the 
risen Jesus.  God led Ananias to go and pray for him 
and Saul was then filled with the Holy Spirit.  From 
that moment on, he went out and proclaimed Christ in 
the synagogues.  The transformation was so total that 
his name was changed from Saul to Paul, the man the 
Holy Spirit spoke through to record most of the New 
Testament.

What we see from Pentecost is that the power of the 
Holy Spirit is for a purpose.  It is not power to be crazy 
or power to do weird things.  It is power to be a witness 
for Jesus; the power to courageously stand up for our 
faith; the power to live the life of a disciple of Jesus.  
This was Luther’s point:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called 
me through the Gospel, enlightened me by his 
gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in the 
true faith; in like manner as He calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 
Church on earth, and preserves it in union 
with Jesus Christ in the true faith; in which 
Christian Church He daily forgives abundantly 
all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and 
will raise up me and all the dead at the last day, 
and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ.  This is most certainly 
true.  (The Small Catechism, “The Explanation 
of the Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed”).

Through Baptism, we are “sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  Since 
Pentecost, every believer receives the Holy Spirit 
through Baptism.  While the disciples and others had 
been Jesus’ followers before Pentecost, there had been 
no “body of Christ” to which they could belong.  On 
Pentecost all that changed.  Now, the Holy Spirit lived 

Jesus’ life through them, and now all people of faith can 
abide in Jesus through His Spirit.  If Jesus is the vine 
and we are the branches, then the Spirit is the “sap” 
equipping us, empowering us, for the Christian life.  
The Spirit seals us in Christ—proof of the promise that 
we are forever in God’s presence (Ephesians 1.13-14).  
Consider this: At one particular church, Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School, we worship, study, 
connect, pray, serve, teach, and love one another, 
because on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled 
the room, the hearts, and the souls of some people who 
were wondering what’s next, and empowered them to 
go and share the good news that Jesus has come to set 
the world right.  Today, as we look into a future that 
only God knows, we too are given the power to go 
forward in faith—the power of the Holy Spirit—to live 
in and proclaim the good news of the Gospel.  We do 
all of this because of the fulfilled promise of Pentecost.  
May the Spirit of God continue to fill and empower 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, so that this 
community will know Jesus, and make Him known!  
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Memorial Day
On May 30th, we once again have the honor 
of observing Memorial Day.  Memorial Day, 
originally called Decoration Day, is a day of solemn 
remembrance; remembering those who have 
died protecting our Country and fighting for our 
freedoms.  On the first Decoration Day, General 
James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National 
Cemetery, and 5,000 participants decorated the 
graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers 
buried there from the Civil War.

The freedoms that we enjoy in America (and often 
take for granted), came at a great cost:  The lives of 
dedicated men and women who put their country 
before self, and the good of the Nation before 
comfort and ease.  Many in our own Red Hill family, 
are serving, and have served our County with honor, 
and many have immediate family members and 
friends who fought bravely and selflessly in our 
Nation’s battles. On this Memorial Day, we thank 
God for all of these brave men and women and pray 
for their families, who also endured great sacrifice.   

Commenting on Memorial Day, theologian Ed Stetzer 
writes:

At times like this, I’m always struck by the 
teaching of Jesus where he said, “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  
And, yes, I immediately connect that to Christ.  
In other words, on a day when we remember 
those who gave their lives I’m drawn to dwell 
on the fact that Christ laid down his life.  So, 
thank you soldiers-- past and present-- for 
the freedoms you protect.  And, thank you 
that because of those freedoms, we can tell 
the good news of the gospel of the perfect one 
who laid down His life.

Let us pause to give thanks for all of those brave 
men and women who gave the ultimate sacrifice for 
our freedoms, as well as their family members who 
supported, loved, and likewise sacrificed for our 
great country!  
May God bless you and your loved ones this 
Memorial Day.  
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       Dates to Remember

April 10th,  Palm Sunday and Springfest – One Service at 10:00am 
followed by a Springfest Family Event

April 14th, Maundy Thursday Worship, 12:00pm and 7:00pm

April 15th, Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 12:00pm and 7:00pm

April 17th, Easter Sunday Services
- 6:30am Outdoor Sunrise Service
- 8:30am Traditional Worship with Choir and Horns
- 10:00am Contemporary Worship with Praise Band

May 8th, Mother’s Day

May 30th, Memorial Day, Red Hill Campus Closed

 
 


