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Dear Red Hill Family and Friends,

Believe it or not, summer is here! When I was a kid, summer was the light at the end of the proverbial  
tunnel—the long awaited days of shorts, no shoes, lots of baseball, staying up late, and sleeping in (except 
for Saturdays—my dad believed in chores on Saturday mornings and if he was up, everybody was up)!  
Summer was the time that the “Three R’s” of school transformed into the “Three R’s” of summer: rest, 
renewal, and recreation.  Summer was awesome!  Hopefully, you will find some time in these next few 
weeks and months for rest, renewal, and recreation for your body, mind, heart, and soul.  

In this issue of The Vine, you will read about the events and opportunities for you this summer. Our core 
ministries continue throughout the summer months, providing you and your family opportunities to 
Worship, study, pray, connect, and care for others at your church.  If you are in town, be in church!   

Additionally in this issue, we take a deeper look into our ministries; just how do these ministries contribute 
to the disciple-making task at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School? Enjoy!  

I hope you have a great summer! You will be in my prayers!  

Grateful for you,

Pastor Seth   

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5



redhillchurch.org Page 3

Table of Contents Church & School Staff
Rev. Dr. Seth Britton, Senior Pastor
sbritton@redhillchurch.org
Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal
pmarquardt@redhillschool.org
Lori Browne, Director of Admissions
lbrowne@redhillschool.org
Cyndi Tully, Church & School Administrator
ctully@redhillchurch.org
Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant to Senior Pastor
dkunz@redhillchurch.org
Marty Schaefer, Director of Arts and Worship 
mschaefer@redhillchurch.org
Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship
icoughran@redhillchurch.org
Annie Caamano, Preschool Director
acaamano@redhillschool.org
Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth & Family Ministry & 
On-line Community Director
shaynes@redhillchurch.org
Beth Stoffregen, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
beths@redhillchurch.org
Phil Gaylor, Middle School Coordinator
pgaylor@redhillchurch.org

Angie Calderon, Director of Biblical Community
acalderon@redhillchurch.org
Jason Harney, Director of Music/Principal Conductor
jharney@redhillchurch.org
Dr. Linda Brown, Organist/
Jubilee Bells, Hand Bell Choir/ Childrens Choir Director
lindabrown@redhillchurch.org
General Inquiries
info@redhillchurch.org

The Vine Editor
Donna Kunz

Creative Directors
Donna Kunz

Marty Schaefer
Front and Back Cover Photos

Donna Kunz

Contributing Photographers
Manny Olmedo; Jamie Elser; Donna Kunz;

 Ted Rigoni; Brandon Stoffregen

Page 4
The Origin and Signifigance of Vestments

Page 8
Summer Sermon Series

Page 10
Church Membership

Page 12
How Do You Do Community?

Page 14
Missions: An Update from the Yelkounis Family

Page 17
Music in Discipleship Making

Page 20
Making Disciples While Making Waves

Page 24
Congratulations, Class of 2022!

Page 26
A Day in the Life of an RHL Summer Camper

Page 28
Springfest, 2022

Page 30
RHLS Performing Arts Department

Page 32
The Grapevine

Page 34
Altar Guild Ministries



The VinePage 4

The Origin and Signifigance of Vestments
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

In a previous issue of The Vine, we focused on the 
central ministry of the church: The corporate Worship 
of God’s people. In corporate Worship, the Triune God 
assembles His community so that He may give us 
His precious gifts and treasures: Forgiveness, life and 
salvation, through the Means of Grace: God’s Word 
and Sacraments. As Lutheran Christians, we affirm 
that in this very simple gathering of men, women, and 
children, God meets us so that He may give us His very 
life! In the Worship service God first serves us! This is 
the distinctive nature of Lutheran, Christian Worship. 
It is worth repeating what was cited previously about 
this understanding of Worship:

I am not sure whether we have adequately emphasized 
this important truth.  God gives His gifts. We receive 
them.  That is the main purpose of Lutheran worship.  
He does this as His Gospel is proclaimed, as His Word 
is read, as His forgiveness is announced and sinners are 
absolved, and as we receive our Lord’s body and blood 
in Holy Communion.  In these wonderful ways, God 
is present with us, His people, drawing us to Himself 
and giving us what we need so much-His mercy, 
forgiveness, love, joy, peace, power and comfort!  The 
purpose of worship, therefore, is to be gathered by God 
around His gifts.1

In order to “deliver” the divine gifts of Word and 
Sacrament, God calls and ordains Pastors (along with 
and through a local church), charging them with the 
vocation of proclaiming God’s Word and administering 
the Sacraments according to God’s Word. As Pastors 
fulfill their divine call, along with others who have 
differing spiritual gifts and roles, the church fulfills its 
Biblical directive…

…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, 13until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ… (Ephesians 4.12-13)

One of the primary roles Pastors have is to lead the 

1 A.L. Barry. “Lutheran Worship 2000 and Beyond: Seven Theses 
on Worship.” A position paper available at www.lcms.org. 

Worship service. If a person was to enter a Lutheran 
Church after having worshiped at say, a Baptist Church 
or Evangelical Community Church, it is evident that 
Lutheran Clergy wear unique garments as they lead 
Worship. As a Lutheran Pastor, I have been asked 
questions such as, “Why do Lutheran Pastors look 
like Catholic Priests—if we’re not Catholic? “Why do 
Lutheran Pastors (and other liturgical-type churches) 
wear robes and not ‘regular clothes?” Why do Lutheran 
Pastors (and other liturgical-church type pastors) 
wear the black “collar” shirts? The answers to these 
questions all center on this answer: Historically, as a 
Lutheran Church, its Pastors wear distinctive clothing 
that is meant to reflect the Christ-centered nature of 
Worship, as well as the vocation of the Holy Office of 
the Ministry. The garments worn by Clergy (and often 
non-clergy assistants) during the Worship service are 
referred to as Vestments.  

Throughout the history of Lutheranism, the question of 
vestments and how Pastors should dress in Worship has 
been a topic of debate (of course) yet also recognized 
as a matter of freedom. Lutheran Scholar John T. Pless 
notes that:

As the Middle Ages progressed…The question 
of vestments had to be faced by the Reformers…
For Luther, vestments belonged within the 
realm of Christian liberty. In his Formula 
Missae of 1523 he commented, “We permit 
them (vestments) to be used in freedom, as 
long as people refrain from ostentation and 
pomp. For you are not more acceptable for 
consecrating in vestments. Nor are you less 
acceptable for consecrating without them.”2 

Vestments have their origin in the early centuries of 
the Greco-Roman period of the church, reflecting 
the ordinary dress of the imperial Roman society. 
Liturgical vestments, according to Pless, “developed 
out of ordinary civilian dress of the late Roman Empire. 
Between the fourth and ninth centuries, these items of 
clothing became ecclesiastical garments invested with 
special liturgical meaning.”3 As Christian liturgy and 
2  Fred L. Precht, Ed. Lutheran Worship: History and Practice (Saint 
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1993).
3  Ibid.
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Worship developed, the Pastor’s vestments were (are) 
designed to be worn over street clothes and were (are) 
meant to convey the purposes of the corporate Worship 
of God’s people. We will now examine the symbolism 
and addendum Biblical referents associated with the 
vestments used at Red Hill and in many Lutheran 
congregations today.       

The Alb
The alb (the white robe Pastor’s wear) is meant to 
convey the righteousness of Christ which “covers” 
not just the Pastor, but all who name Jesus as Lord 
and Savior! The word, “alb” is short for the Latin 
phrase tunica alba, which means white tunic. In the 
first century, the tunic was the first article of clothing 
that one put on in the morning. Working-class people 
wore knee-length tunics, while older people and people 
with less active occupations wore ankle-length tunics. 
Along with the alb a cincture (the white “rope/belt”) 
is worn around the waist to gather up the alb. 

The book of Revelation describes the saints who stand 
around the altar of the Lamb in Heaven: “And he said 
to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (7:14).  

Additionally, the alb (as well as all other clerical 
vestments) is meant to “cover” the distractions of the 
clothing of the Pastor—fashionable or unfashionable—
so that Jesus is the focus of Worship. “Vestments 
serve…a very important purpose:  they ‘hide’ the man.’  
The man behind the vestments is not important—the 

Pastor Seth in white alb and stole

Word of God that is proclaimed is!”4  Finally, the alb, 
as with all the vestments, remind the congregation that 
Pastors are not acting on their own, but serving in their 
Pastoral Office of Word and Sacrament.    

What is an “office?” Not everyone can pull you over 
for a speeding ticket—only someone who has been 
given that office…A police officer is one who has been 
given the office, which comes with the responsibility 
and authority to do certain things…God has given 
the Office of the Holy Ministry responsibilities and 
authority within the Church. Pastors have been called 
by God into the Office of Holy Ministry. The Lord 
of the Church has given the Office of Holy Ministry 
the responsibility and authority to preach, teach, and 
distribute His gifts through the Means of Grace.5

The Stole 
Any person who has a leadership role in a Worship 
service can wear an alb and cincture, whether they 
are clergy or non-clergy. However, only clergy wear 
a stole over the alb. The stole is the long, narrow 
rectangular garment that is worn around the neck so 
that it hangs down in front of the pastor. The stole’s 
function is twofold. First, in the ancient world of 
the early church, government officials wore a stole, 
just as today a police officer wears a badge. Again, 
this points to the Office of Holy Ministry as Pastors 
are representatives of Jesus Christ. Second, ancient 
slaves often wore work cloths around their necks, for 
polishing things, and for wiping sweat from their faces.  

Consequently, in the church, the stole functions as a 
badge of the Office of Ministry to mark the wearer as 
Ordained Clergy, and it functions as a symbol of the 
servant-nature of the Christian Ministry; the “yoke” of 
servanthood, similar to the yoke worn around the neck/
body of animals pulling a cart or plow. The stole of the 
Pastor also reflects the appropriate color of the church 
season (Blue: Advent; White: Christmas/Epiphany; 
Purple: Lent; White: Easter; Green: Pentecost; Red: 
All festival services, i.e. Reformation Day, Pentecost).   

The Chasuble
When the Worship service features the celebration of 
Holy Communion, the vestment that can be worn by 
the Celebrant (the Pastor who is presiding over Holy 
4  Scot Kinnaman, Ed. Lutheranism 101 (Saint Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, 2010).
5  Ibid.
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Communion) is called a chasuble. The chasuble (from 
the Latin casula, “little house”) is a circular garment 
with a hole in the center for the Pastor’s head. Once 
again, the chasuble has its origins in the early-centuries 
of the Greco-Roman world. At that time, a similar 
type garment was worn as a type of coat, cloak, or 
poncho, and was to be worn when outdoors. Many 
New Testament scholars believe this is what Paul is 
referring to in 2 Timothy 4.13 when he asks Timothy: 

“When you come, bring the cloak that I left 
with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all 
the parchments.”

While the chasuble was initially worn by all members 
of Roman society, both men and women, by the 3rd 
century it became associated with Christianity, and 
by 8th century the chasuble was reserved for clergy 
members and began to be ornamented in a way that 
reflected its sacred function.

As with other vestments, the chasuble worn by 
the Pastor during the Eucharist reminds the entire 
congregation that the church is under the “yoke” of 
Jesus, that Christians must “put on the new man/
woman” (Ephesians 4.24). And, “Over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds the rest together and makes 
them perfect” (Colossians, 3.14). Finally, just as weary 
travelers would wear a poncho or cloak to protect them 
as they journeyed, the Church is a “pilgrim people,” 
on a journey through life that will end in the presence 
of Jesus in the new Heavens and new Earth. In Roman 
Catholic tradition, the chasuble also symbolized the 
“seamless garment” worn by Jesus that was gambled 

away by His executioners. Similar to the stole, the 
chasuble reflects the color of the respective liturgical 
season or feast.    

The Cassock
The Cassock is a plain, black robe. At Red Hill, 
the Pastors wear the Cassock on two holy days: Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. The symbolism is 
associated with human mortality, sin and death. All 
of which points us back to the unmerited grace of 
God in Jesus Christ who saves us from sin, death, and 
the devil.  Black robes are technically not vestments. 
The black Cassock was the “street clothes” of the 
early Priesthood.  During Worship, the Priest/Pastor 
would add a white Surplus, a blouse-like garment with 
sleeves, over the Cassock.    

The Clerical Shirt 
Finally, while not a vestment, the garment that is most 
associated with Pastors (Particularly Catholic Priests) 
is the “Clerical Shirt” or “Roman Collar.” Clergy shirts, 
or “clerics,” are black shirts with white tabs or collars.  
As with vestments, the purpose is not to draw attention 

Pastor Seth in green chasuble

Director of Worship, Marty Schaefer, in Cassock
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

The freedom we have as Lutherans, when it comes 
to the matter of vestments, rites, and rituals, will 
undoubtedly cause some healthy and hopefully, good-
natured debates. However, our personal preferences 
should never hinder nor detract from our primary goal 
of presenting the pure Word of our holy Redeemer, who 
desires that His Means of Grace are given to those who 
are seeking the One who is “The Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. (John 14.6) This is the primary work of not 
only the Pastor, but all of God’s people!  Like John 
the Baptist, our hope must always be that “He must 
increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).

May God bless you all!

Pastor Seth

to the self, but rather to the Office of Holy Ministry 
that represents Jesus Christ. Again, a good metaphor is 
a uniform. “Just as a police officer wears a uniform to 
identify him or her as an officer of the law, so a pastor 
wears a uniform to identify him as one who holds the 
Office of the Holy Ministry.”6  

I can tell you as a Pastor, when I wear my cleric to 
visit our members in hospitals or care facilities, I have 
regularly been stopped and asked by people I do not 
know and do not know me, to pray with them, visit a 
family member who is ill in that facility, and even give 
“last rites!” I doubt that if I was in regular clothes I 
would be stopped by total strangers and asked to pray 
or give the comfort of the Gospel to a dying person.  
The shirt is symbolic of who I represent: Jesus and His 
hope and His healing peace! It is a great honor!  

Personally for the Pastor, the spiritual symbolism 
of the clerical shirt is its representation of a Pastor’s 
consecration to God and his role as someone set apart 
for priestly service. Some Pastors see it as a symbol 
of their “slavery” to God, showing the world who 
is their true Master. The white ring around the neck 
reminds Pastors of the warning Jesus made concerning 
the “necks” of those who through their teaching, lead 
others astray: “It would be better for him if a millstone 
were hung around his neck and he were cast into the 
sea than that he should cause one of these little ones 
to sin” (Luke 17:2). The difference between clericals 
and vestments is that clericals are street clothes, while 
vestments are only worn during worship.

6 Ibid. 

Pastor Seth in clerical shirt with the Altar Guild at the blessing of 
sacred Communion spot on campus.

Pastor Seth and Mrs. Joseph Stanphill 
(aka Pastor’s daughter, Jessica)
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Summer Sermon Series
“Upside Down Living”

 (June-August))

It is very clear that the teachings of Jesus, in fact, 
Jesus’ very worldview (understood as the Kingdom 
of God—Sometimes Kingdom of Heaven in the four 
Gospels), renders the conventional wisdom of this 
world “upside down!” The world around us says that 
we must constantly strive, produce, and achieve; 
Jesus says that His yoke is easy and burden light. The 
world says that there is no “right” or “wrong,” just 
different “opinions;” Jesus says that good and evil 
coexist in this world and one day God will heal this 
sinful and broken world. The mystery of God’s ways 
are sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent; 
yet Jesus associates with the lowly and the outcast.     
    
Through this message series, we will explore the nature 
of Jesus’ understanding of life lived here and now in 
light of the Kingdom of God.  Just who is “in” and who 
is “out” when it comes to the Kingdom of God? What 
is it that we are to desire and expect when it comes to 
living the way of Jesus? We will examine the nature of 
faith and the Kingdom of Heaven; trusting Jesus when 
we find ourselves in the “storms” of life; the presence 
of good and evil in this world; stepping out in faith; 
God meeting our needs; the reality of spiritual warfare 
in the Christian life; “religion” versus faith; and what 
it means to follow Jesus completely. 

At the end of this series, we will gain a clearer 
understanding that, in comparison to the conventional 
wisdom of the surrounding culture, following Jesus and 
His way, is truly living “upside down!”  The weekly 
themes in this series will be:      

June 19th: (Father’s Day). “Spiritual Warfare.”
June 26th: “Counting the Cost.”  
July 3rd: “On a Mission.” 
July 10th: “Loving Our Neighbor.”

July 17th: “Choosing What’s Good.”
July 24th: “How to Pray.” 
July 31st: “Valuing the Eternal.”   
August 7th: “Anxious No More.” 
August 14th: “Tough Love.” 
August 21st: “Life is Hard.” 
August 28th: “The Kingdom Party!” 
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“Wednesdays in the Word”
Wednesday Morning Bible Study

The Gospel of Mark
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

(This study meets in person, is livestreamed and recorded)

As we enter into the summer months, we invite you 
to join us for an in-depth study in God’s Word! Every 
Wednesday morning we gather for “Wednesdays in 
the Word,” currently exploring The Gospel of Mark.

The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four New 
Testament Gospels, and likely, the first Gospel written 
about Jesus of Nazareth. Prominent, New Testament 
scholars N.T. Wright and Michael Bird describe the 
Gospel of Mark as a…

…densely packed, fast-paced, action-filled 
narrative about Jesus of Nazareth, his life 
and teachings, his divine identity and human 
vulnerability, God’s kingdom breaking through 
him, and the Judean and Roman opposition 
mounted against him. It is the story of prophecy 
and power, resistance and betrayal…[Mark]…
as a storyteller is arguable without peer. 
Mark more than makes up in power what (by 
comparison with the other gospels) he lacks 
in length.1

The literary genre of the Gospel of Mark is “best 
described as a Hellenistic biography akin to other 
biographies of figures like Socrates and Julius Caesar.2  
However, as an account of Jesus Christ, Mark’s Gospel 
goes well beyond biography, revealing not just the story 
of God’s promised Messiah, but the coming of God 
Himself!  It is the “good news” (gospel) that through 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God has come 
to save the world and reign on earth as in heaven! 

The overall goals in this study of Mark’s Gospel, is to:

•	 Deepen your understanding of the range and 
scope of the Gospel of Mark, as we examine 
Mark’s structure and thematic elements.

1  N.T. Wright and Michael Bird. The New Testament in its World 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2019)
2  Ibid. 

•	 Fully understand who Jesus is and what He 
came to do in your life.  One of our interpretive 
themes in this study is how Mark reveals an 
increasingly “converting” group of disciples 
who are confronted with an ever-changing 
understanding of who Jesus is, as well as His 
mission in the world.

•	 Understand the dynamics of personal 
transformation and conversion in your life.  
We will discuss conversion and the conversion 
process.  It will be the thesis of this study that 
Christian discipleship is a process, a “spiritual 
pilgrimage” through which we increasingly 
become the people we were created to be.  
While Christians are never fully perfected 
in life, we must be committed to on-going 
spiritual maturity.  

•	 Encourage an on-going commitment to 
Christian discipleship and applying to your 
life the scriptural truths discussed in this class.  

In addition to this verse-by-verse study in the Bible, 
the morning begins at 7:00 a.m. with singing some 
classical songs/hymns, ending with a patriotic hymn. 
We then ask for prayer requests, and pray together.  
Finally, we spend about 25-30 minutes in God’s Word, 
ending by 7:45 a.m. At the end of the study, many in 
the class adjourn to Spire’s Restaurant in Tustin for 
breakfast and continuing conversation.  

Finally, while this study meets in person and is 
livestreamed beginning at 7:15 a.m., it is also recorded 
and posted on our website so that you can participate 
at any time! You can even catch up on past classes if 
you are just joining us! Grab your Bible and join us! 

If you are not in a Bible study and/or small group, 
why not join one today!  We look forward to seeing 
you at “Wednesday in the Word!” 
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Church Membership:  Welcome, Newest RHLC Members!
“Why do I need to join a church?  If I attend, isn’t that 
enough?”  As a Pastor, I have been asked this question 
numerous times.  Of course, attending is great!  We 
love attenders!  You have heard me say many times, 
everyone is welcome wherever they may be in their 
faith.  If someone is not ready to join the church as a 
member, that’s OK.  Our hope and prayer is that God 
brings people to Red Hill so that they can learn, love, 
laugh, and serve.  And, at some point, it is healthy 
and necessary to prayerfully consider the next step:  
membership.

Why do we encourage church membership?  Is the 
word “membership” even in the Bible?  Not in the way 
we normally define 
the word.  The early 
church consisted of 
groups of believers 
committed to Jesus 
and one another even 
to the point of death!  
This is the Biblical 
understanding of 
“ m e m b e r s h i p . ”   
Pastor and author Ed 
Stetzer, commenting 
on the resistance of 
some Christians to 
church membership,           
writes: 

In the New Testament, people in churches 
are recognized as being in some sort of 
community.  It’s just that the reality is how 
community is expressed in Scripture has fallen 
on hard times over the last couple of thousand 
years.  Membership is often misunderstood, 
misapplied or not applied at all.

Why do we encourage church membership at Red Hill?  
Church membership. properly understood. reflects 
commitment beyond ourselves.  Church membership 
is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” or 
now “I am due religious goods and services,’ rather, 
membership is a scriptural expression of covenant; 
a personal commitment to a particular community 
in order to grow in faith and serve our Lord and His 

people.  Additionally, we believe in church membership 
because:

Membership Reflects What the Church Is
One of the primary metaphors of the church in 
Scripture is the human “body.”  Just as a body cannot 
afford one of its “members” saying, “I don’t need 
this body,” neither can Jesus’ “body.”  Again, quoting 
Stetzer, he believes that “too many churches or 
Christian gatherings look like piles of dismembered 
body parts, not a body knit together as God’s agent, his 
body, his kingdom, at work in the world.  To reject the 
value of membership is to deny what God has already 
established in fact.”

M e m b e r s h i p  i s 
Biblical
The Scriptures speak 
a great deal about 
our need for spiritual 
a u t h o r i t y  ( S e e 
Hebrews 13:7, 13:17, 
1  Thes sa lon i ans 
5:10-12).  Unlike our 
culture that questions 
any type of authority, 
a n d  v i e w s  s u c h 
authority as limiting 
our “freedom,” the 

New Testament sees true, Biblical authority as a 
primary means for our freedom.  The letters of Paul 
particularly, considered a believer’s incorporation into 
a local church community as indispensable to spiritual 
maturing and discipleship.  In fact, removing a person 
from “membership” in a local church family was Paul’s 
ultimate means of church discipline.

God has created us in such a way that we need the 
guidance and stability that only a larger community 
and the spiritual authority of leadership within a 
local church can provide.  This leads us to a third 
consideration:

Membership Serves as an Anchor of Stability
Being part of a church family and community will help 
you to remain faithful when bad times, fatigue, and/or 
disappointments come your way.  I will never forget 



redhillchurch.org Page 11

what Rick Warren at Saddleback Church said during a 
conference I attended.  He said that someone once told 
him that they didn’t need a local church; that he was a 
member of the “spiritual, invisible church.”  Rick said, 
“Well, when you are sick, dying, or in need, then the 
spiritual and invisible church can come and meet your 
needs and visit you!”  Honest and true!  The issue of 
stability; not jumping from one church to another, is a 
critical discipleship issue.

Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran Church: 
“New Member Class: 101”
If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is -  God wants you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to join 
us for the next “Class 101.”  Class 101 is a two hour 
class offered twice per year, which examines the core 
teachings of the Bible, the Christian faith, the Lutheran 
understanding of the faith, and what it means to be a 
member of this particular body of believers.  

We are so delighted to announce that on May 22nd, 
Alice Christianson, the Gallagher family, the Heneghan 
family, the Hickey family, Anne Jackson, and the 
Quizon family, all became the newest members of 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School! These newest 
members that were able to attend the new member 
installation are pictured here. 

The next New Member Class: 101” will be in the 
fall. Please continue to watch the Sunday bulletin for 
the date.  If you would like to be placed on the list of 
invitees, you may fill out a Worship Response Card 
noting your desire to receive more information about 
the fall class.

 

Alice Christianson and Lori Gallagher

David, Landon and Lisa Quizon

Patrick and Jessica Hickey
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How Do You Do Community?
By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community

Biblical Community, what does that mean to you?  Did 
you know that true community as God intended and 
as Jesus modeled, is really lived out in a variety of 
ways?  It doesn’t require a lot of thought or planning, 
it doesn’t have to be structured or done only in a church 
setting, with only church-going people.  Community is 
about caring for each other, both in our familiar circle 
of people, as well as outside of those with whom we 
are familiar.

Community is typically thought of those things that 
you do when coming together at church, serving in a 
group or attending a bible study.  Recently, it struck 
me that community is also when we leave the church 
and offer our time and care to someone who is sick. Or, 
offer to help a friend who’s mother has passed away 
and has a house to clean out with no family to assist.  
It’s being ready and available when someone needs to 
talk through a hardship.  It’s reaching out when you 
have not seen someone in a while and asking them 
how they are doing, or if they need anything.  It’s not 
letting people isolate themselves away from others, 
but keeping them engaged so that they feel valued and 
seen.  How long has it been since you engaged?  We 
have numerous ways that you can practice community 
with others at our church.  I suggest you practice with 
those whom you are familiar with so that you become 
brave enough to engage with people outside of your 
church.  You may just be the “angel” someone needs.  
God asks, “Whom shall I send?”  Will it be you?  

WAYS TO ENGAGE IN COMMUNITY:
Women’s Prayer Retreat - $5 per person includes 
lunch!
Saturday July 9th, 9:00am - 2:00pm - CLC 
Fellowship Hall
Calling all women ages 16 – 99! Come together for a 
half-day retreat.  Pastor Seth will facilitate a special 
lesson on the Lord’s Prayer, followed by a delicious 
lunch and an afternoon of fun worship and prayer 
activities.  Invite all your friends and family, too!  
Watch for sign up forms on the patio each week. 
For more information, contact Angela Calderon 
acalderon@redhillchurch.org or Sheila Feher (714) 
639-2030.

Waymaker by Ann Voskamp
Six Week Video Study begins Thursday, July 14th, 
6:15pm - 7:30pm
Meets in the CLC Library, 2nd floor. Zoom option is 
also available upon request - all are welcome!
Join us for this weekly study as we learn from writer/
speaker Ann Voskamp a way of life that will reorient 
your soul in relation to God through Scripture, prayer 
and study that goes beyond just a new set of spiritual 
practices.  Signup required for workbook purchase - 
contact Angela Calderon acalderon@redhillchurch.org 
or (714) 878-3274.

Women’s Ephesians study 
August 2nd, 6:00pm - 8:00pm - CLC Fellowship 
Hall
Pastor Seth will be helping the women’s groups get 
started on their fall bible study series.  All women are 
welcome.  Bring a small plate of desserts to share.  
There is no cost to attend, and RSVP is not required.  
We ask that you join us, and ask all the women you 
know to join as well!

Women’s Event - Guest Speaker Kim Campbell
August 27th, 9:00am-2:00pm - Cost to be determined 
- CLC Fellowship Hall
Join us for the inspiring life story of Kim Campbell, 
author and Community Relations worker at Acres of 
Love, who exists to rescue children and welcome them into 
families.  Through personal stories, Kim shares the 
path that God led her down and the specific calling He 
revealed to her that includes Africa, orphans, powerful 
encounters with the Holy Spirit, and miracles.  Watch 
Sunday bulletins for additional information.

Monthly Women’s Groups - Studying Ephesians
First Tuesday of the month starting September 6th - 
contact Sheila Feher (714) 639-2030
First Monday of the month starting September 12th 
- contact Martha Toft at martha.toft@gmail.com or 
Cathy Anderson at cander04@cox.net
Zoom anyone?  We would like to encourage those who 
cannot meet in person to let us know if a monthly zoom 
meeting would be helpful.  Please contact acalderon@
redhillchurch.org.
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Men’s Weekly Monday Night Small Group
Weekly meetings held at the Calderon residence, 
6:15pm-8:30pm. Begins with dinner and fellowship 
followed by study and discussion. Contact Bill 
Calderon (714) 878-3274.

Weekly Wednesdays in the Word - With Pastor Seth
The Study of the Gospel of Mark 7:15am in person in 
the Sanctuary. This study is also livestreamed.

Street Team - Service Volunteers Needed
We are beginning to organize monthly outings to 
serve our local community for the immediate needs of 
those that who have fallen on hard times.  Before we 
can commit to projects, we need to know how many 
Red Hill members and guests are willing to serve 
alongside us.  We are planning for times of service 
with Orange County Rescue Mission, Salvation Army 
homeless shelter, and beach clean-up dates, followed 
by a barbecue.  Go to our website and click the 
“SERVE” page to fill out the form with your contact 
information so we can reach out to you as project dates 
are scheduled.  Contact Angela Calderon acalderon@
redhillchurch.org or (714) 878-3274 if you have any 
questions.

“Pathfinders” - New Adventure Group  
A new adventure group is forming to plan fun outings 
and day trips.  We believe this is a great way to get to 
know people and see interesting and beautiful sites.  We 
look forward to an adventure to the OC Museum of Arts 
planned for the month of October.  We will travel by 
bus and stop for lunch.  Watch for more information in 
the weekly Sunday bulletins for date, time and cost.  If 
you’re interested in being involved with this fun group, 
and helping to plan an outing, let me know!  Contact 
acalderon@redhillchurch.org, (714) 878-3274.

A Huge Thank You From the Women’s Circles!
Our recent diaper drive was a great success! Thank 
you to everyone who contributed.  We are pleased to 
announce that we delivered three, truck- loads of diaper 
boxes to the HomeAide organization on June 10th.   
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Missions: An Update from the  Yelkounis Family

 
We are back in Burkina and so much has happened this 
month it is almost overwhelming! From the moment we 
got off the plane we have been busy. It is an exciting 
time, and we want to praise the Lord for His constant 
faithfulness. We are always amazed by all that He does 
and how He provides. We finally have electricity in 
the village! We never thought that we would have it, 
but the Lord provided, and we have it now hooked up 
to our house working alongside our solar power. The 
most exciting part about all of this is, is we were able 
to get an air conditioner in our room. When we got 
here it was at least 110 degrees or higher in the day. In 
the night in our room, we were sleeping in 95 degrees 
or above, we barely slept, sweating constantly, and 
drinking liters of water. When the AC was installed it 
was the first night in over 10 days that we truly slept. 
It is a true blessing to be able to have rest. 
We are also soon going to have a washing machine 
hooked up, which will help us tremendously. Then 
our clothes will not have to be washed by hand, and 
they can last longer. Another super exciting thing 
is, the Lord provided for us to get a second vehicle! 
Any day now our new car will be here! It is a 2010 
Toyota Highlander, which is a great brand to have here 
in Burkina because we can find all the parts here if 
something needs fixed. Thank you so much to everyone 

who has given and helped us 
make all of this happen. It is 
going to be a huge blessing 
to our ministry and family 
to have a reliable vehicle. 
The girls are doing well, 
enjoying being back with 
friends and family here in 
Burkina. We are always so 
proud of them in how they 
transition back and forth. 

Watching them joke in Moore (the tribal language) 
is such a fun thing, such a proud moment to see how 
they speak it so well. 

The Joseph Project is coming together! Because of the 
amazing support given, we were able to have a well 
drilled this month to have access to water and this 
week a solar pump is being installed. Everything that 
we wanted to raise for the project from fencing, water 
pumps, and materials has been provided for! We would 
still like to have some more monthly sponsors at $25 
a month to able to cover monthly costs, and we would 
like to have money for 
more fishponds for 
our fish farm project. 
At this time, Barto 
has started seedlings 
and is getting the area 
ready so that he will 
be able to transplant 
vegetables  to  the 
area. It is exciting to 
see everything come 
together. Thank you 
for all your support and prayers. We hope that through 
this project, it will open many doors to share the gospel 
with the community. 

One thing I wanted to share so you can be praying, my 
dad, Tim Lytle, has been very sick since we returned to 
Burkina, he was diagnosed with Hepatitis A which you 
get from contaminated food or water. He has been very 
ill and, in the hospital, off and on. Please pray for his 
healing, and for my mom to have strength in this time.
 
“Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the 
desires of your heart.”-Psalms 37:4
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School, Sponsorship and Construction Update
We just had our end of the year school party! It was 
a lot of work but a success, we feed over 500 people 
a tomato sauce macaroni and fried fish. The school 
kids were so happy. We were able to give gifts of 
notebooks, small chalkboards, pens, and cookies to the 
top 5 students of every class. Super proud of these kids 
who worked so hard. For the end of the year exams, we 
had some children who will be repeating their grades. 
In our 1st grade classes we had two girls who have 
some special needs who will be repeating the year, in 
our 2nd grade classes we have three children who will 
be repeating because they struggle a lot of math and 
reading. As I have been sharing all through the year, 
our 3rd graders have struggled a lot. These are the kids 
who did 1st grade the year of COVID, which I truly 
believe has put them way behind. I prayed about it and 
God gave me peace to have any child in our 3rd grade 
who struggles to just repeat the grade, so we will have 
19 children repeat 3rd grade. Our hope and prayer are 
that this coming year they can truly comprehend and 
be able to do better in the future years. The children we 
had repeat second grade this year are doing incredibly 
well, far exceeded our expectations even. So, I believe 
that these kids will also exceed any expectation that 
has put on them. Pray for wisdom for Barto and I as we 
make decisions regarding our workers and how we can 
do things better for the kids that God has brought to us.  
 
Exciting news! The land paperwork is finished! 
We praise God that 19 acres of land have been put 
into our ministries name, we will be doing more of 
that paperwork again when we get ready to open 
a high school a couple years down the road. Right 
now, the next step is the school papers, which 
will soon be put together. So glad all of this is 
happening and coming together well. Construction 
on our 4th school building, along with finishing the 
preschool building and other smaller projects will be 
starting next month. Please pray for us to find good 
and honest construction workers to do the work.  
 
We are looking for 8 more sponsors at $50 a month to 
help provide for the upcoming school year. We will be 
adding in 4th grade next year, the kids will keep moving 
up and new preschoolers and 1st graders will come in. 
We praise God for His faithfulness and provision. He 
is so good and deserves all the praise!  The women’s 

reading class will be ending for the summer since the 
women will be working in the fields during the rainy 
season. But we know that the women really have loved 
it and worked very hard! A praise reminder again, God 
provided the funds for a second vehicle, and we will 
have it soon!

Other Ways to Help:
•	 Sponsor a classroom at $50 a month (Need 

8 more)
•	 $300 a month more towards our family’s 

personal support
•	 Sponsor Joseph Project $25 a month—

provides supplies and training (Need 8 more)
•	 $500 more for schoolbooks for next school 

year 
•	 $50 helps build a small pool for fish farming 

(Need 6 more)

Prayer Requests: 
•	 Our family to stay safe and healthy
•	 finances to stay strong
•	 Security issues and terrorism in Burkina 
•	 Political issues in Burkina 
•	 Finish construction projects; honest builders 
•	 For our Students hearts to be open to the 

gospel 
•	 For our village and the parents of students 

to be open to the gospel
•	 The school year
•	 Joseph Project

Thank you again to everyone who prays for us, 
sponsors us, supports us, we appreciate you all and 
hope God blesses you all greatly! 
 
Keep the SON in your eyes, 
The Yelkounis
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Music in Disciple Making
By Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worshipr

A simple definition of Discipleship for a Christian 
is: “it is the process of being formed in the way of 
Jesus”. How does music help form us in the way of 
Jesus? The two ways I think of it is, first, What is the 
content? and second, What is the delivery mechanism? 

First, let’s start with content. The songs need to honor 
and glorify God (Father, Son and the Holy Spirit). It 
will be biblically faithful to the full and diverse ways 
that scripture points to God. We have four Gospels 
that have multiple vantage points of seeing the life 
of Jesus, and even though they highlight different 
aspects of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, 
they are unified in their conclusion of Christ as Lord. 
I love that music highlights aspects of God – His love, 
justice, patience, forgiveness, etc… It is my desire, 
that through the course 
of a worship service, 
we hit as many of those 
different aspects, while 
being faithful to what 
Pastor has chosen as the 
sermon theme. If he’s 
talking about mercy, I 
want to highlight mercy. 
If he’s preaching about 
God’s justice, then justice 
it is, and so on. That is 
the way I think about the 
content portion. 

Second, is the delivery 
mechanism. It is my desire to communicate the 
passion, energy and mood of the theme. If Pastor 
Seth is going to end his sermon on a reflective note, 
then I want to deliver the content in a package that is 
experienced as reflective. If his sermon, or theme, is 
energetic and passionate, then I want to have songs 
that capture that as well. We have a gifted assortment 
of musicians and vocalists who work hard to craft 
their art in a way that is tasteful and appropriate to 
this vision of the song(s). 

It is our desire as a music ministry to hit all the marks 
of God-honoring content in an appropriate package. 
That said, we have a diverse group of people who 
enjoy different styles and expressions of music. I’ve 
received feedback from “it’s too loud” to “it’s not 

loud and energetic enough”, to “you didn’t cover 
enough biblical ground” to “why does it have to be 
such churchy language?” 

We can’t make everybody happy with our selections. 
Even Jesus had a similar problem. In Matthew 11 He 
says: 

“We played the pipe for you, and you did 
not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not 
mourn.” 

We are all going to have opinions and tastes for certain 
music. That is a wonderful thing. I love that we have 
multiple “styles” of music. I love the God-honoring 
organ and the God-honoring distorted guitars. I 
believe there is a place in our community to proclaim 
the goodness and love of God through diverse means, 

and I love that our church 
has created the space for 
that to happen.  

We know that singing 
has been part of our 
tradition, reaching all the 
way back to David and 
the Psalms (Psalm 33:3) 
and through the New 
Testament in Ephesians, 
Colossians, James and 
the book of Revelation. 

At times, music and 
singing have been tools to memorize scripture, to tell 
the meta-narrative of God in the life of his people, to 
speak of the attributes of God, as well as an expression 
of beauty in and of itself, inviting the listener to be 
swept up into the life of God.  

It is my hope that God uses ALL the music of Red Hill 
to encourage, challenge, shape, soften and mature our 
community. And, it is my hope that the vision cast 
by music, the call to fidelity and commitment, and 
the beauty of God would draw us more deeply into 
faithful relation with Him as we love God and love 
our neighbor. 
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RHLC & S – New Custom Field Turf
This past year, RHLS PTF Gala helped to raise funds for new playground turf.  The 
new turf which has a soccer field, track, and long jump area all part of the custom 
design in addition to the RHL logo and cross at the center.
The new turf was officially opened for use on June 9th, and seems to 
be popular with everyone.  Thank you, to our Red Hill Community 
for your help in making RHLS an amazing place for children to 
learn, play, and know about Jesus through your work.  A special 
thank you to our PTF leadership, especially the PTF Gala Team that 
led the fundraising efforts for this beautiful new turf, we couldn’t 
have achieved this without you.  Together we all can achieve 
amazing things.  We hope everyone can attend this year’s RHLS 
PTF Gala on October 22nd. You won’t want to miss it!
Stop by and see the new turf that you helped to make a reality!
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Youth and Family Ministry’s Disciple Making of Students and Children
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Coming out of the past few years, Youth and Family 
Ministry team is building on the foundations of 
ministry we began in 2017.  Our goal in each of our 
team’s specific areas is to make Jesus known in ways 
that our communities can understand and relate to, for 
the child and for their family.  As families, students, 
and children understand in the minds and hearts who 
they are as children of God and commit to living 
with Him as their Lord as He lead them to live out 
the unique expressions of a life of faith, their homes, 
schools, sports teams, workplaces, and communities 
begin to transform as the Holy Spirit glorifies God 
through all of us.  

Our team draws upon the wisdom of the Scriptures to 
guide the ministry content, programs, and initiatives 
that we work toward each year. John 6:44 tells us “No 
one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me  
draws him and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
What a difference it makes, knowing that we have 
been draw to the God of all creation and are therefore 
unique and special just for being!  Against the anxiety 
of our culture which promotes the need to be unique in 
different ways – this is a gift to us and one that doesn’t 
expire!  The same God who made all things created 
us and ‘He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.’ 
(Hebrews 13:8)

Each family is unique and the ways they will talk about 
and experience God at various stages of development 
are also unique.  To prepare for ministry in each age 
group, our team reads and researches a wide variety 
of books, online blogs, and resources. I participate in 
several ministry cohorts where I receive information 
about how churches all over the country are navigating 
many of the issues churches face in different ministry 
settings.  I have been working remotely this past year, 
which has allowed me to see ministry from a unique 
perspective, since most of my ministry interactions 
are with students over virtual meetings, or in phone 
calls.  Phil Gaylor, our Student Ministries Coordinator 
and Beth Stoffregen, our Preschool and Kids Ministry 
Coordinator have been creating in-person opportunities 
with kids and their families.  

Building community in a world pressing toward 
isolation and individualism is a large task, but we 
believe the church is the place singularly equipped 
to do that.  (Hebrews 10:25) We understand that 
community will cover a wider range of modalities, 
because one benefit of the pandemic has been for more 
people to connect with our church in a variety of ways.  
One way we seek to build community is to re-introduce 
the concept of conversation and play into the minds of 
children across the developmental lifespan.  You will 
likely see children on Sunday morning gathering in the 
KIDS Zone engaging together in a variety of simple 
tasks, while one of our awesome and well-equipped 
volunteers invites them into meaningful conversation.  
This will set the tone for the Bible learning that will 
take place in the next few moments during their time 
together.  Leading up to the Sunday gathering time, 
Ms. Beth will reach out to parents to give them a 
timely resource that will share the lesson that will be 
taught, invite them to activities or events that might 
allow them to connect with other families, and share 
encouragement and resources about their child’s 
mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual development.  

In fact, each week our team shares three family emails 
with our church and school community.  Each of these 
emails is specifically designed to offer parents tools for 
the parenting journey that week.  We are very aware 
that a lot of things in our world seek to separate kids 
from parents, but our team understands that faith 
development happens in the home, for all involved.  We 
are so passionate about “knowing Christ and making 
Christ known” that we intentionally minister to kids 
and families of all ages within the developmental cycle.  
Our goal is to encourage a student to connect with Jesus 
during one of our ministry onramps and to grow in 
meaningful relationships with other students their age.  

Research tells us what we also know from our own 
experiences – we were always meant to be part of 
vibrant communities where life is lived, and faith is 
experienced. To that end, Youth and Family Ministry 
Team is asking for YOUR prayer support, your 
outreach to those you know who are not yet active in 
our faith community, and, if the Spirit moves you, your 
time and talent in directly partnering with us in ministry 
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to kids and families of all ages.  We are excited by the 
huge need for sharing the gospel in our broken world, 
and we are expectant for the volunteers God will bring 
into our team to help reach people.  

As we move into the summer, our Vacation Bible 
School ministry is gearing up, as are camps and retreats 
and weekly events for our middle and high school 
students.  If you love Jesus and His people, and are 
looking for a way to plug into the ministry here at 
Red Hill – please connect with our team!  We provide 
ongoing training, resources, and encouragement.  We 
look forward to talking with you!

Shelli J. Haynes, Director  shaynes@redhillchurch.org

Phil Gaylor, Student Ministry Coordinator pgaylor@
redhillchurch.org

Beth Stoffregen, Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
beths@redhillchurch.org

Partnering With Parents to 
Encourage Discipleship in Kids

Did you know that each month, all the parents in the 
Redhill Lutheran Church and School community 
receive a monthly resource that is age specific and 
full of interesting articles and tools that cover topics 
applicable to things families are experiencing?  And 
it is sent right to their email inbox!

We call it the “Survival Guide” and the goal of each 
guide is to allow parents to easily find answers to issues 
that crop up, hear wise, innovative ways to handle 
parenting situations, and to better understand their 
kids’ development in physical, mental, emotional, and 
spiritual arenas.  

One example of how these Survival Guides can benefit 
the parent-child experience, here is an excerpt of an 
article about the changes in the adolescent brain sent 
to middle school families:

Because the prefrontal cortex is still developing, 
teenagers might rely on a part of the brain 
called the amygdala to make decisions 
and solve problems more than adults do. 
The amygdala is associated with emotions, 
impulses, aggression and instinctive behavior. 

That’s a good tip. If an adult jumps on a teen 
and tries to give him a consequence just for 
being emotional, they’ll just push the teen 
away. Their brain is just doing what it is 
designed to do: to be more emotional.  – Dan 
Seigel, MD. Brainstorm: The Power and 
Purpose of the Teenage Brain

As seen in the above example, adolescents often get 
a “bad reputation” for being “terrible” during this 
process when, there is so much happening inside their 
brains during this time that things must happen for 
maturation to come to completion.  

The “pruning process” that occurs in this stage of their 
development is imperative for future success in life and 
when parents know and understand that the relationship 
between them and their kids becomes a bit more 
reflective of the growth happening.  Conversations 
might deepen, silences might be better understood, and 
the rhythms of family life can take on a hopeful tone 
instead of one fraught with unanswered frustration.

Our ministry is to the kids and students at the forefront, 
of course.  We offer weekly gathering times, special 
events, and mid yearly times for retreat, and these 
programmatic opportunities offer times for service, 
fellowship, and deep study of God’s word.  However, 
stopping with these would be missing the mark 
since our kids and students are in relationship and 
community with their parents and siblings so much 
more of the time than just here at church.  

Our goal is to make Christ known to parents, 
grandparents, and kids of all ages so that they might 
grow together in faith and love for one another and 
for the people God is leading them to know and serve.  
Afterall, Jesus instructs us in John 16:13-14, “However, 
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide 
you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own 
authority but whatever He hears He will speak; and 
He will tell you things to come. “He will glorify Me, 
for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.”                       
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Making Disciples While Making Waves: A Sneak Peek at VBS, 2022
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Our Vacation Bible School is the fulfillment of more 
than eight months of prayer, planning, and partnership.  
With more than 215 kids from preschool to 5th grade 
registered, we are thrilled to have the chance to make 
Jesus known this summer! This year’s theme comes 
from John  7:38 “Whoever believes in me…rivers of 
living water will flow from within them.” 

Our theme is “Make Waves” and it is so exciting to 
see how God has really gone before us to make waves 
in a few key areas:

Ministry partnership between church, school, 
philanthropy organization, other local churches, 
especially Shepherd’s Grove in Irvine, and local 
businesses, especially longtime partner Chick Fil 
A in the Irvine Marketplace, which will host our 
Mission Dinner during the week.  God has shown 
us His extravagant grace in seamless ministry 
visions and excited work ahead of the actual 
camp.  He has blessed us with many wonderful 
volunteers, who are both longtime advocates of 
Red Hill and those who are new to our community.  
One of the praiseworthy moments came when a 
family with young children asked how to sign up 
for the week and the mom volunteered to help 
a few of the days – which is already incredibly 
exciting!  It turns out though, that this mom has 
specific experience in the kinds of water drilling 
work we had chosen for the summer philanthropy 
and will serve in the mission rotation, being 
able to speak from personal experience into this 
ministry!  Our VBS Director, Beth Stoffregen, 
says that she is so thrilled to see so many parts of 
the Red Hill Church, Red Hill Lutheran School, 
Tustin community, older folks, younger folks, 

new folks, and people who have been in the 
community for quite a while working in concert 
to reach a large gathering of students during 
VBS.  Another neat aspect of the partnerships 
that are happening during VBS are intentional 
mentoring and raising up of young leaders.  An 
encouraging example of this is our worship 
team for VBS, led by Noah Weiland.  Noah is 
an accomplished worship leader and a wise and 
wonderful young lady, who was given the nod by 
our exemplary Contemporary Worship Director, 
Isaiah Coughran.  He could have jumped in and 
taken the lead, but instead he asked if Noah could 
take the lead and he provide support for her and 
the band.  It is beautiful for us to raise up leaders 
and this is a great example of that.

Here are a few photos on the first day of VBS. 
In the fall edition of the Vine, we will re-cap all 
of the events and highlights of the week, and 
share many more photos as well as personal 
stories of how this year’s VBS made waves in 
the lives of our kids.
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RHLS Spring Athletics
By Chase Martin, PE Teacher and Athletic Director

The month of March was packed with 5th and 6th grade basketball. Red 
Hill Lutheran School had so many student athletes sign up that we needed to 
assemble four teams this year (usually we only have two!) 

All together, we had a 6th grade boys team, a 6th grade girls team, a 5th grade 
boys team and a 5th grade girls team. All of these teams competed very well!  
Our 6th grade girls team even went undefeated!

The month of April was dedicated to Track and Field. We had 35 student 
athletes sign up for a month of training and a track meet on April 30th. There 
were 11 Lutheran schools participating in the track meet held at Crean Lutheran 
High School. In total, there were over 400 participants. 

We were blessed with 74 degree weather - picture perfect for a track meet. So 
many parents and fans showed up to cheer on the athletes. It was an amazing 
time of fitness, fun, and fellowship. Thank you to everyone who came out to 
cheer our athletes and to help throughout the day. 

This year’s end of the year Field Day at RHLS was a special two day event: 
Olympic Bonanza! There were seven events, including the 50 yard dash, a 
shot put, long jump, tug-a-war, water blaster target competition, scooter drag 
racing, and basketball three point challenge.  Students dressed in the country’s 
colors their class chose and they represented well. Students ran, threw, jumped, 
shot and scooted their way to victory. The day was a success with smiling and 
cheering kids. Top scores received medals for their accomplishments. What a 
great way to end the school year!  We cannot wait to see what next year will 
bring. 
Have a blessed summer!
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Preschool Accreditation 2022
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

National Lutheran school accreditation requires that 
Lutheran early childhood centers evaluate themselves 
based on 10 standards. The 10 standards are intended to 
challenge Lutheran early childhood centers to improve 
the quality of their programs. They are not meant to 
reflect what every center is like, but rather to give each 
center an indication of worthy goals to achieve.
The accreditation process was designed specifically 
for Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) early 
childhood centers and is intended to serve as a measure 
of the quality of their programs. The Self-Study process 
allows a school to thoroughly evaluate its programs 
and procedures, and then develop a plan for a process 
of ongoing improvement that will benefit the school in 
the interest of the children it serves.  Accreditation is 
valid for five years.  The report is reviewed by the Team 
Captain, the District Accreditation Commissioner, and 
the district office. 
Reaccreditation requires application, completion of 
the Self-Study Instrument, a successful team visit 
and a positive recommendation from the District 
Accreditation Commission.
The process is based upon three assumptions. First, a 
high-quality program is required to be good stewards 
of the blessings given by almighty God.  Second, each 
center willingly cooperates with local governmental 
agencies unless such cooperation inhibits the free 
sharing of the Gospel. Third, the early childhood center 
strives to meet and, when possible, exceed all local, 
state, and federal guidelines related to early childhood 
education.
Being part of an accredited preschool is a true 
blessing. The preschool department was first granted 
accreditation back in 2015. We were granted a six-
year accreditation. Preschool was originally slated 
for a reaccreditation visit in March of 2021. Because 
the paperwork begins years in advance, we had a 
good majority of paperwork well under way. With the 
development of COVID-19, many of the document 
items needed to be changed and/or modified. We were 
assigned a wonderful consultant in September 2020. 
She began to read through the materials, and gave us 
great feedback even when necessary changes were still 
being made due to Covid modifications. 

It is usually preferred for Preschool and K-8 to go 
through the accreditation process together, but since 
the K-8 program was on their third accreditation cycle, 
they qualified for a virtual visit to accommodate all the 
restrictions that COVID created. Because preschool 
could not hold an on-site visit, and we did not qualify 
for a virtual visit, Preschool was granted a one-year 
extension on June 24, 2021. Our extension stated that 
preschool accreditation needed to be completed by 
April 30, 2022 in order to be a candidate for July 2022 
accreditation.
In October 2021, the process for preschool accreditation 
finally began when Jaci Gloss from Christ Greenfield 
Lutheran, Arizona was assigned as the Chair of the 
visiting committee. Soon afterward, we were assigned 
the full team. The visiting team consisted of Thalia 
Duran from Loving Savior, Chino and Emily Martinez 
from St. John’s in Orange. To make the visit more 
smooth, all documentation was shared with the whole 
team one month prior to our on-site visit. The on-site 
visit took place Sunday, February 27, 2022 through 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022. The team spent time 
talking with parent committee members, and school 
and church board members via Zoom the Sunday 
before coming on campus. Monday, February 28 the 
visiting team was on site and spent three days touring 
the campus, talking with the staff, visiting the preschool 
classrooms, and taking notes for recommendations. On 
Wednesday, March 2nd our visit was complete. Before 
leaving, the team read their final report which included 
a final score and recommendations for improvement. At 
that time, we received a score of 92.7%. The final report 
was then sent via email on March 12th. Upon review 
our score in the final report was raised to a 96.03%. 
The final report was shared with stake holders, families, 
and staff members. Changes were then made to our 
School Action Plan to accommodate the suggestions 
from the visiting team. The Accreditation Commission 
reviewed all items in May. 
We are anxiously awaiting the results, which are 
scheduled to be received during the month of June, 
2022.  We are appreciative of this opportunity to take a 
deeper look into the program we offer to our wonderful 
families, and are praying that we will be granted the 
five-year accreditation!
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Congratulations, Class of 2022!

Recently, graduations were celebrated at Red Hill 
Lutheran School closing out the 2021-2022 school 
year.  
On Tuesday, May 31st 54 proud Kindergartener’s 
celebrated having successfully completed their studies 
in Kindergarten and were promoted to be 1st graders 
next school year.  Pastor Seth delivered the message for 
these students, parents, grandparents and friends; and 
then the RHLS three Kindergarten Teachers presented 
each student with their certificate of promotion to 1st 
grade.
On Wednesday morning, June 1st Eighth Grade 
Graduation of the 61st Graduating class from Red 
Hill Lutheran School was held.  Forty-five 8th Grade 
Graduates were celebrated and honored (the largest 
graduating class in RHLS history). 

Over 52% of RHLS graduates will be continuing 
their Christian Education at one of our two local 
Lutheran High Schools, with 11 students attending 
Crean Lutheran H.S. and 12 students attending Orange 
Lutheran High School next year.

27% (12) Orange Lutheran
25% (11) Crean Lutheran
20% (9) Foothill
11% (5) Beckman
2-5% (1-2) others: Mater Dei, Calvary Chapel, 
Woodbridge, Santa Margarita, and Newport 
Harbor

See pie-chart below.
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A Day in the Life of a Red Hill Lutheran Summer Camper
By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Program Director

Summer camp season is in full swing and we are 
welcoming 90 students to our campus each day for a 
full-day summer camp experience.  
Have you ever wondered what campers do all day?  
Here is a rundown of our schedule and some of the 
experiences our campers are enjoying each day.  As 
you read between the lines know that all we do is for 
God’s glory! 

7:30am – Gates open and the music starts playing.  
Students begin arriving and come into the daycare 
room to play air hockey or foosball, color, play with 
playdough or work on their fuse bead creations.

8:00 – 8:45am – Time for the kids to head outside 
and maybe try out the stilts, shoot some hoops on 
our pop a shot, or play some ping-pong, soccer or 
checkers on our giant checkboard.  There are plenty 
of options to enjoy. 

8:45am – 9:10am –  Our morning program begins, 
and students clean up the toys, wash their hands 
and head over to the CLC for morning worship and 
devotions with Miss Noah.  Our theme this summer 
is Route 66, and we are taking a journey through all 
66 books of the Bible.  God has given us the perfect 

map for our daily lives and it is a privilege to share 
God’s Good News every morning. 

9:15 am- Dismissal to our first rotation.  Each week 
we have a different theme that the teachers use when 
planning their morning classes.  Week 1 was Music 
Camp with singing, dancing and building our own 
percussion instruments.  Week 2 is Vacation Bible 
School and then we gear up for Soccer, Science, 
Cooking, Art, STEM, Sports and Legos.    Ninety 
campers or more join us each week. 

12:15pm – Time for lunch and recess on the 
playground.  The 360 Razor trikes come out of 
storage and kids take turns riding while others chat 
with friends, play on the play structure or enjoy the 
beautiful new turf.

1:30pm – We ring the cowbell and everyone gathers 
in the CLC once again – we turn up the music and 
have a little dance party and then, some minute-to-
win-it games before Mr. R dismisses us to Skills 
Classes from 2:00-3:00pm.  Students can choose 
from Construction Club, Games, Imagination 
Station, Crafts, Movie Making, Gardening and more.  
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The focus is on providing open-ended opportunities 
for campers to challenge themselves to grow as 
learners and friends.  Students are given time to 
explore, collaborate and have FUN together. 

3:00pm – Time for free choice centers and to grab 
a snack from the Snack Shack.   Everyone has a 
chance to play with friends – and maybe get some 
ice cream or popcorn for a lazy summer afternoon 
together.  This is everyone’s favorite part of the day, 
when we often hear the words, “mom, you came too 
early!” when a camper is picked up by their parent. 

5:30pm – Everyone is picked up and we clean and 
prepare for the next day. 

Camp days are busy days, happy days and full to 
the brim with fun, laughter and opportunities to feel 
God’s love and celebrate our life in him.  Please 
keep our campers and staff in your prayers this 
summer.
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On Palm Sunday, Red Hill Lutheran Church and School held it’s 
inagural Springfest celebration.  The day began with one, combined 

worship service, featuring the choir and praise band.  After the 
service, attendees were invited to enjoy a pancake breakfast, and 

festive activities including Easter egg hunts for children of all ages. 
The kids scrambled to locate the prize-filled eggs, particularly the 
“golden” eggs which all contained special prizes.  The excitement 
culminated with a visit by the Easter Bunny who happily posed for 

photos. 

Several of Red Hill’s staff members, together with a group of 
wonderful volunteers worked diligently to put this event together, 

making this special day one to remember for all.    

Springfest 2022
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RHLS’ Performing Arts Department Closes out the Year on a High Note  
The RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD) had a 
busy and fun end of the 2021 -2022 school year! Since 
our last Vine article, our students and ensembles have 
shared multiple performances with our community. 
The department experienced new experiences as well 
as continued on with traditions the community has 
come to know and love! Our K-2 Spring musical, 
“Barnyard Moo-sical” was a total success and filled 
the RHL Sanctuary with guests! There was also a full 
crowd at our 3-5 Musical, “Leap Day”, and our Middle 
School Performing Arts Showcase featuring RHLS MS 
electives, Drama, Concert Band, Handbells, and Praise 
Band! The MS Showcase featured the Drama elective’s 
production of “Hoodie” which was performed a second 
time for RHLS 5th grade students so students could 
hear the great message and see the wonderful talent. 
Ms. Occhipinti even invited Mr. Phil Gaylor from YFM 
to add some Biblical integration to the message.

April 2022, our MS Concert Band had the 
opportunity to perform at Placentia Presbyterian 
Church as part of the Music in the Parks competitive 
festival series. The students performed for two 
professional musicians who adjudicated them. The 

students spent the rest of the day at Knott’s Berry 
Farm to attend the award ceremony there that evening. 
This was the first competitive festival Concert Band 
has ever attended and the ensemble brought home the 
1st place trophy in their division! Our before school 
ensembles, Singspiration and String Orchestra, also 
started a new Spring concert tradition with a rotating 
theme. This May the theme was POPS Concert. 
The ensembles performed popular songs from the 
Beach Boys, Encanto, and much more! Mrs. Lodin 
even incorporated a student accompanist into the 
performance!

Some of our instrumental music students 
also participated in the Southern California Christian 
Schools Honor Ensembles. These ensembles were 
composed of the top students from seven of our local 
Christian schools and were conducted by excellent 
conductors from Crean Lutheran High School, Orange 
Lutheran High School, and Calvary Chapel High 
School. These ensembles rehearsed in the different 
rooms in the beautiful Borland Manske Center at 
Concordia University Irvine (CUI) and had the 
opportunity to perform in the CU Center at CUI as well. 

Concert band winning First Place at Knott’s Berry Farm band competition
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This opportunity was special since RHLS Instrumental 
Music Teacher Mr. Ben Hunter planned all the dates 
and details for this event.

To end out the year, the school had a K-8 Pep 
Rally led by RHLS ASB. Ms. Occhipinti not only 
organized the pep rally as the ASB Advisor, but she also 
had the RHLS Cheer Squad perform cheers and chants 
during the event! The young cheerleaders even got to 
perform with the MS Concert Band and Drumline! It 
was a super fun way to end the year!

Our PAD teachers all feel blessed to teach 
in this wonderful environment. We thank the entire 
community of both church and school for supporting 
the Performing Arts at RHLS and for making all these 
wonderful opportunities possible for the students! We 
look forward to a restful summer while we plan great 
things for the community for next school year! See 
you in August!

Mr. Ben Hunter (Instrumental Music)
Mrs. Laura Lodin (Choral Music/Classroom Music/

Handbells)
Ms. Deana Occhipinti (Theatre Arts/Drama)
Mr. Isaiah Coughran (Praise Band)
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the grapevine

This page: Red Hill celebrates Easter with a sunrise 
service and two additional worship services; 

Volunteers help make Rise Against Hunger a huge 
success. 

Next Page: 
Students, parents and staff gather to see all that RHLS 

has accomplished in 2021-2022 during open house.
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Altar Guild Ministries
By Patti Sullivan, Altar Guild Coordinator

It is a blessing and a pleasure to be a part of the Altar 
Guild at Red Hill Lutheran Church.  It’s a team of 
wonderful, talented and creative ladies, who have 
servants’ hearts.  These members are dedicated 
servants, ministers of God and to God’s people. 
The Altar Guild has many duties. We prepare the 
sanctuary on Fridays for Sunday mornings (including 
baptisms), decorate the sanctuary for Christmas, Holy 
Week and Easter.  

We serve the Lord with gladness. The Altar Guild 
provides Pastor Seth with the necessary accessories 
needed on Sunday mornings for him to serve Red Hill 
Lutheran Church members, families and the Tustin 
community. We serve Pastor Seth so he can continue 
to lead the church, bless the school and teach the 
Word of God.
I couldn’t be more proud than to serve under Pastor 
Seth who won Top Leader in the OC Parenting 
Magazine (Spring 2022). 

Holy Communion is prepared for every Sunday.  Red 

Hill serves communion every Sunday at the 8:30 
classical and the 10:00 contemporary services.  We 
serve communion because Jesus said “Do this in 
remembrance of me.”   To observe the Lord’s Supper 
is to participate in a congregational act by which we 
affirm our faith and to celebrate the completed work 
of Jesus.  We should focus on our unity and proclaim 
to the world that Jesus is the only way to salvation.
In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul is in Corinth and discusses 
the point that the way we participate matters.  The 
celebration that was supposed to unify the church 
actually brough disunity.  Paul repeats the phrase, 
“come together” five times in the passage. His intent 
was for the church to focus on their unity in Jesus.  By 
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participating together in the Lord’s Supper, we can 
visually express that unity.

Matthew 20:28 – just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.     
Matthew 23:10-12 – Nor are you to be called teacher’, 
for you have one Teacher, the
Christ.  The greatest among you will be your servant. 
For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.
Luke 22:27 – Jesus said, “For who is greater, the one 
who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the 
one who is at the table? But I am among you as one 
who serves.
Psalm 100:2 “Serve the Lord with gladness”
Matthew 26:28 – While they were eating, Jesus 
took bread gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat: this is my body.  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it all of you.  This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.
Mark 1:4 – And so John came, baptizing in the desert 
region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.  The whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.  
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in 
the Jordan River.  John wore clothing made of camel’s 
hair with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey.  And this was his message: 
“After me will come one more powerful than I.  the 
thongs of who sandals I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie.  I baptize you with water but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.  At that time Jesus came 
down from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan
In conclusion, the Red Hill Lutheran Church Altar 
Guild follows in the model of Jesus Christ, who came 
to serve, not to be served.  
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On July 4th we once again have the opportunity 
to celebrate the “birth” of our Country, as well as the 
principles, many of them Biblical principles, upon 
which this Nation was founded.  According to the 
website, History:

The Fourth  of  July—also known as 
Independence Day or July 4th—has been a federal 
holiday in the United States since 1941, but the 
tradition of Independence Day celebrations goes back 
to the 18th century and the American Revolution. On 
July 2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in 
favor of independence, and two days later delegates 
from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration of 
Independence, a historic document drafted by 
Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, 
July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of American 
independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, 
parades and concerts to more casual family gatherings 
and barbecues.
As followers of Jesus Christ, Independence Day also 
provides us another opportunity to thank our Lord 
for the freedoms we have in America; the freedom to 
worship, to pray, and to share our faith with others.  We 
can likewise remember, and thank God for, those men 
and women in the Armed Services, past and present, 
who defend this very freedom with their lives!  
Finally, let us pause on this 4th of July, to ask God 
to guide, protect, and be the true leader in America.  
There are many divisions in this Country that only 
God can heal, and many hearts and minds that only 
God can change!  Let us not forget: while we can and 
should be thankful for America and the blessings we 
receive, our true citizenship is in heaven! (Philippians 

3.20-21)  Let us resolve to be good stewards of this 
land, praying for our leaders and striving to be good 
neighbors to all (Romans 13; Ephesians 4).  
I think these insights from the Billy Graham Evangelism 
Association sum it up well:

Our independence did not come easily; only 
after several difficult years of war would it 
finally be won.  Nor were our first years as a 
nation free from problems and controversies 
(as is still true).  But our forefathers were 
determined to establish a free and democratic 
system of government, and the Declaration of 
Independence (together with our Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights) became the foundation 
for this. They have stood the test of time, and 
on July 4th we give thanks for the wisdom and 
faith and courage of those leaders…for many 
Americans July 4th is a time to reflect on God’s 
goodness to us as a nation.  Molded into the 
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia (which proclaimed 
our independence) are these words from the 
Bible: “Proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land unto all the inhabitants thereof” (Leviticus 
25:10, KJV).  Our legal system reflects our 
Judeo-Christian roots.  While we look with 
gratitude to the past on this July 4th, may we 
also look in faith to the future, and commit it 
and our lives to God and His will.  The ancient 
words of the Psalmist are still true: “Blessed 
is the nation whose God is the Lord” 
(Psalm 33:12).1

1 https://billygraham.org/answer/fourth-of-july-celebrations-recall-
americas-history-and-enduring-faith-in-god/
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Why Do We Do That In the Worship Service?
By Marty Schaefer, Director of Arts and Worship

In considering Pastor Seth’s article about vestaments, 
here is a reprinted section, written about some of the 
“smaller” traditions we have in worship.

While these are BIG, fundamental questions and 
concepts that can be difficult to understand, there are 
also little questions about traditions and practices we 
see within our church.  In this issue, Pastor Seth has 
written an extensive article about tradition and in 
particular, why pastors and leaders wear what they 
wear in worship.  Basically, why do our pastors at Red 
Hill almost always wear a robe in worship? 
As a congregation, we are also asking some important 
questions about Christian education and exploring the 
possibility of a schedule change for Sunday mornings 
by adding a dedicated Christian education “hour.”
But, maybe there are other questions that you’ve 
wondered about… perhaps because you’ve usually 
attended a less formal, non-denominational church in 
the past, or perhaps you didn’t grow up in a church at 
all and Red Hill is your first church home. You may 
see some things in a worship service and say, why do 
we/they do that? Here and in future issues of The Vine, 
we will look a few practices and try to give a brief 
background of why we do that.  

Question: Why do some people make the sign of the 
cross in worship?
 
Brief answer: We make the sign of the cross in 
remembrance of our baptism.
Holy Baptism is one the core sacraments in the life of 
a Christian.  As Luther says in the Small Catechism, 
“Baptism is not simply plain water. Instead, it is water 
used according to God’s command and connected 
with God’s word.” And, “(Baptism) brings about the 
forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, 
and gives eternal salvation to all who believe it, as the 
words and promise of God declare.”
After his sermon on Pentecost, St. Peter called for 
repentance and faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 2:14-39). 
He urged those who heard him to accept Baptism 
and assured them that they would receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. These moments—proclamation, 
repentance and faith, Baptism, life in the Spirit—were 
fundamental to the emerging pattern created by the 

apostles and their successors for the incorporation of 
converts into Christ and his people, the church.1

So you see, Baptism has been a fundamental sacrament 
since the time of the very first apostles. While some 
aspects of the Rite of Holy Baptism are seen as 
optional, there are three actions that are integral.  First 
is the washing, in which we are either submerged 
in water, or as is most commonly practiced in the 
Lutheran church, water is poured over the head of the 
baptized from a baptismal font.
The second action is the Laying On of Hands in which 
the presiding minister blesses the baptized and prays 
for the Holy Spirit. 

The third action is the Sealing. The sign of the cross 
marks the Christian as united to the Crucified. The 
seal of ownership is traced on the forehead; each on 
is marked with the indelible seal of the new Lord. “…, 
child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” Each one 
is made a child of God by the washing in the baptismal 
water, sealed by the Spirit with the laying on of hands, 
and marked now with the cross of Christ.2

These three actions have been a principal part of the 
Baptismal rite since the days of the ancient church, 
dating back to the second or early third centuries A.D.  
When we make the sign of the cross, as the minister or 
leader invokes the Holy Trinity (“In the name of the 
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”) we 
remind ourselves and others of the great good news 
our lives in Christ. While many people may think 
of making the sign of the cross as being something 
Catholics do, it has a long tradition in the Protestant 
church and is a sign of reverence and remembrance 
in worship.

So, the next time you see your co-worshiper making 
the sign of the cross, feel free to join them! At the 
very least, you can know that they themselves are 
making a symbolic gesture that goes as far back as 
the Christians. 
I

1  Manual on the Liturgy: Lutheran Book of Worship, pg.167.
2  IBID, pg. 184.
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Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, August 28th 11:30 am 

in the CLC
We will reflect on the achievements of this year, discuss plans 

for the coming year, and elect new, lay leaders. 
Please join us for this important event in the life of our church. 
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       Dates to Remember

July 4th, Independance Day
- Red Hill Campus Closed

August 19th, Preschool and K-8, Meet Your Teacher

August 23rd, First Day of School

August  28th, Annual Congregational Meeting
- 11:30am in the CLC

September 4th,  Labor Day 
 - Red Hill Campus Closed

 
 
 


