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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5

Dear Red Hill Church Family and Friends,
As we come to the end of another summer season, I hope you have had time to rest, renew, and reconnect 
with those you know and love.  Of course, with the ending of summer, a new season begins. The autumn 
season brings back the regular routines of life: school schedules, work schedules, sports schedules and 
ultimately, shorter days and longer nights!

The month of September is also the beginning of our new ministry and fiscal year (September 2022 to 
August 2023).  As we wrap up our ministry plans and events from this past year (2021-2022), we are 
thankful to our Lord for all He has done in the lives of His people through this church and school.  On 
behalf of our staff and leadership, I want to thank you for your faithfulness, prayers and support of our 
church.  It is no cliché to say that we cannot do it without you!   As we continue to work towards making, 
and being, Christ-centered, emotionally healthy disciples, we need you!  We need your heart, your gifts, 
and your passion for Jesus and His church.  Never underestimate your part in making our church a true, 
community of faith!

In this edition of The Vine, you will read about the many ways that you can be involved in the life and 
ministries of Red Hill, growing in your faith and deepening personal relationships. The autumn season is 
a perfect time to “reset;” to get back into (or continue) the rhythms of spiritual life. Our hope and prayer 
is that you find a true home at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, joining us in fulfilling Jesus’ Great 
Commission:

…“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28.18-20)      

I hope you have a blessed autumn season!

In Christ,
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Know the Truth
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

The ministry theme/focus for the 2022-2023 Ministry 
Year at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School is: 
“Know the Truth,” based on John 8.31-32:

So Jesus said…“If you abide in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.”

One of characteristic features in the Gospel of John 
is John’s focus on truth. In fact, it is in John’s Gospel 
where we are told that Jesus Himself is the truth! 
(John 14.6) In the context of John 8, the truthfulness 
of Jesus’ words, as well as His authority and identity, 
are being challenged by some of the religious leaders. 
As Jesus continues to tell the people that He has come 
from, and is going 
to ,  the  Fa ther, 
some choose to 
b e l i e v e  J e s u s . 
To the believers, 
Jesus assures them 
(and us) that if His 
disciples  abide 
(stay connected) 
in Him, we will 
“know the truth, 
and the truth will 
set you free.”

The Greek word 
t r a n s l a t e d  a s 
“truth,” is ἀλήθεια 
(alētheia). This word is…

…found twenty-five times in John, where in 
each case it is rendered “truth.” It is one of 
the key words in this Gospel. A clue to John’s 
use of this word is to note its composition. It 
comes from alpha privative (a) and letho, “to 
conceal.” Therefore, it means the unconcealed, 
or the opened. In this sense it corresponds to 
“revelation” or an unveiling...Aletheia, then, is 
the content of the Christian revelation whether it 
be used of a person, a body of teaching, or a way 
of life. Jesus is the truth (14:6), and he speaks the 
truth (8:45). 1

1  Herschel H. Hobbs. Southwestern Journal of Theology Vol. 8, 

Additionally Jesus says that His truth will set believers 
free!  Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of 
truth,” will guide His disciples toward the truth (John 
16:13). Conversely, Satan, the devil, is a liar (8:44) 
and seeks to destroy and confuse. To follow Jesus is 
to know and trust the Truth, finding and experiencing 
the freedom, hope, and peace that only Jesus can give. 

Truth and the Dominant Culture
In 1991, Sociologist James Davison Hunter described 
what he saw to be increasing social conflict within 
American culture.  Hunter termed it, “The Culture Wars.” 
While conceding that there have always been conflicts, 

polarization, and 
even wars fought 
between countries 
and institutions 
over one’s view of 
truth and power, 
Davison suggested 
that new lines of 
cultural conflict 
were taking shape. 
Davison writes:

Let me begin to 
make  sense  o f 
the new lines of 
cultural warfare by 
first defining what 

I mean by “cultural conflict.”  I define cultural 
conflict very simply as political and social 
hostility rooted in different systems of moral 
understanding.  The end to which these hostilities 
tend is the domination of one cultural and moral 
ethos over all others…By moral authority I mean 
the basis by which people determine whether 
something is good or bad, right or wrong, 
acceptable or unacceptable, and so on.2

  
Consequently, the dominant culture “worldview” 
has continued its steady decline towards radical 
1965. 
2 James Davison Hunter. Culture Wars: The Struggle to Define 
America (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1991), 42.
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individualism, social-division, and secularism; 
specifically, a secular-humanist worldview that begins, 
not with God (secular), and His truth, but rather with 
the goodness and potential of humankind (humanist). 
This worldview suggests that humankind is inherently 
good and only needs encouragement and opportunities 
to express his or her inherent goodness, and personal 
truth! 

In this contemporary, cultural worldview, truth is not 
seen as objective; a principle/truth that is a social-moral-
historical given, outside the feelings and assumptions 
of the individual. Rather, truth is subjective; based on 
an individual’s personal feeling or experience. This is 
vividly seen in the “gender debate,” where even one’s 
gender/identity can now be chosen—based on how one 
feels and experiences one’s self. 

Conversely, orthodox Christianity affirms that truth, 
in its spiritual, moral, and social dimensions, issues 
from God’s revealed truth through the meta-narrative 
(over-arching story) of Scripture, and uniquely and 
finally, revealed in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, who, again, described Himself as “The Truth!” 
(John 14.6).  The truth claims given in Scripture are 
the focus of authority for the disciple of Christ—not 
personal opinion, pop psychology, or revisionist 
societal values. This understanding of Biblical truth 
is what Martin Luther and the reformers referred to as 
the principle of Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone as the 
highest authority).

What the church has always experienced in greater and 
lesser degrees throughout its history, and is increasingly 
experiencing in American culture today, is a conflict of 
worldviews and its addendum, moral understanding. 
And, as Davison has rightly pointed out (and again, 
this has historically been the church’s experience), 
the dominant culture’s particular worldview tends 
toward the domination, if not outright elimination of, 
the Biblical worldview.   

The 2022-2023 ministry theme, “Know the Truth,” 
reflects our continuing efforts as a church and school, 
to preach and teach Biblical truth and values, equipping 
our members (and students) to understand the truths 
we believe, why we believe them, and how these beliefs 
and truths shape and guide our lives in this world! 
This is discipleship! Additionally, our entire mission 

as a church and school, flows from the commands and 
promises given by God in Holy Scripture!

Purpose, Vision, Mission, Values, and Ministry 
Targets of Red Hill Lutheran Church
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School exists, as do all 
churches, through the promises and power of the Triune 
God.  In his explication of the Apostles’ Creed, Luther 
describes how the church comes into being: 

I believe that by my own reason or strength I 
cannot believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 
to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through 
the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and 
sanctified and preserved me in true faith, just as 
he calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the 
whole Christian church on earth and preserves it 
in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
In this Christian church he daily and abundantly 
forgives all my sins, and the sins of all believers, 
and on the last day he will raise me and all the 
dead and will grant eternal life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ. This is most certainly true. 
(Luther’s Small Catechism)

 
Additionally, our Lutheran theological Confessions 
affirm:  

…that one holy Christian church will be and 
remain forever.  This is the assembly of all 
believers, among whom the Gospel is preached in 
its purity and the holy sacraments are administered 
according to the Gospel...It is as Paul says in Eph. 
4:4-5 “There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called to the one hope that belongs to 
your call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” (The 
Augsburg Confession, Article VII).

As Jesus prepared to ascend back to Heaven, Jesus 
commissions the church and describes the nature of 
her mission:

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” (Matthew 28.18-20)
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Both Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions affirm 
that in His love, God desires to redeem and reconcile 
the world through Jesus Christ.  In order to carry out 
this salvific mission, Jesus has commanded His church 
to make and send disciples.  A disciple is one called 
through the Gospel to be a student, an apprentice of 
Jesus.  God has promised that He will feed and equip 
His disciples through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Word and Sacrament, for faithful living.  Our 
purpose, vision, mission, core values, and ministry 
targets, describe the culture and climate we seek to 
create for the purpose of making disciples of Jesus.

Purpose, Vision, Mission, Values, and Ministry 
Targets of Red Hill Lutheran Church
Our commitment to making disciples, is reflected in 
our…

Our Purpose (Why We Exist): “Know Christ.  
Make Christ known.”

Vision Statement (What We Aim to Achieve): 
“Making Christ Centered, Emotionally Healthy 
Disciples of Jesus, One life at a time.”

Mission Statement (How We Will Achieve 
Our Vision): “Reach and serve our local 
community, Equip their hearts, minds, and 
souls, and Release them into the world to share 
God’s love.”

Core Values (Commitments that Guide Us)

•	 W o r s h i p 
t h r o u g h 
Word and 
Sacrament – 
We believe 
the heart of 
the church’s 
ministry is 
the corporate 
Worship of 
the Triune 
God through 
Word and 
Sacrament.  
Through the 

corporate Worship services, God meets us and 
serves us through His means of grace.  Our 
commitment is to preach the Gospel in its 
purity and truth, and administer the Sacraments 
as prescribed by Scripture. (Deuteronomy 6.4-
5; John 4.23-24) 

•	 Biblically Faithful – We believe the Bible 
to be the inspired and inerrant Word of God 
and His Word is the basis for all we do. (John 
8.31-32; 2 Timothy 3.16)

•	 Lutheran Theological Identity – We believe 
that the Lutheran Confessions, as explicated 
in the Book of Concord, are a pure exposi-
tion of the Word of God. As such the Confes-
sions ground us in the Gospel: “Grace alone, 
through faith alone, in Christ alone, revealed 
through Scripture alone, for the glory of God 
alone.” (John 10.27-30; Romans 3.21-26)

•	 Christ Centered – We believe the church is 
called through the Gospel of God’s grace 
received through faith; we are saved and 
justified through Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection.  Everything we do must flow 
from our relationship with Jesus Christ. (Mark 
1.14-15; Luke 9.23-25) 

•	 Emotionally Healthy – We believe that spiri-
tual maturity and emotional health are in-
separable.  Emotionally Healthy Discipleship 
(EHD) is a commitment to the whole person—
body, mind, and soul, through every stage of 

life.  Emotional 
health involves 
our relationships 
with God and oth-
ers, focusing on 
how our needs, 
vulnerabili t ies, 
patterns of com-
munication, and 
ways of under-
standing our emo-
tions impact those 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
Emotional Health 
flows from one’s 
identity in Jesus 
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit trans-
forming the deep places in the soul, where our 
true self, as created in the image of God, ex-
ists. (Matthew 5.21-48; Ephesians 2.11-22)    

•	 Disciples – We believe a disciple is a “student,” 
an “apprentice,” of Jesus—we are learning 
how to live our lives as Jesus would live them.   
We grow and deepen our discipleship through 
specific, spiritual disciplines (Worship, Bible 
Study, Biblical Community, Prayer, and 
Servanthood).  As we grow as disciples of 
Jesus (Christ-Centered), and experience the 
Spirit’s transforming power in our emotional 
lives (emotional health), we will be equipped 
to love God and others to the glory of God. 
(Matthew 28.19-20; Mark 12.28-31) 

•	 Christian Maturity – We believe in foster-
ing spiritual growth through Worship, Bible 
study, Biblical Community, Prayer, and Ser-
vanthood/Evangelism. (Acts 2.42-43; Philip-
pians 2.12-13) 

•	 Mission Driven – We believe in helping mem-
bers achieve their highest potential to fulfill 
God’s calling to reach out boldly to others. 
(Matthew 28.18-20; Matthew 25.31-46)

 
•	 Accountability to God and Others – We 

believe that God blesses us with abundant 
spiritual and material gifts and out of love and 
gratitude; we use them effectively in service 
to Him and to each other. (Romans 12; 2 
Corinthians 8-9)

Ministry Targets (Our ministry “aim;” What we 
strive to accomplish through our ministries)

•	 Target 1: Vibrant Worship. A growing num-
ber of participants are personally engaged in 
relevant, Gospel centered, and uplifting Word 
and Sacrament worship experiences, building 
a more intimate relationship with God. 

•	 Target 2: Enthusiastic Study of God’s 
Word.   An expanding number of people who 
are fervently studying God’s Word (Bible 
Studies, Small Groups, Solitude and Silence, 
Student Ministries, Preschool, Day school, 
Sunday school, etc.) resulting in a more vi-
brant faith life.  We seek to know:

  o What we believe 
  o Why we believe 
  o The implications of the above 

•	 Target 3: Community Life. Support and meet 
the needs of those we serve in all stages of 
their lives through our school, small groups, 
classes, seminars, retreats, and the develop-
ment of healthy relationships characterized 
by professionalism, openness, trust, and care. 
Likewise, we encourage the discovery and 
practice of our members’ God-given spiritual 
gifts, hearts, abilities, personalities, and expe-
riences so that they may be active participants 
and leaders in our ministry and mission field. 

•	 Target 4: Congregational Care. The mutual 
care and support of those who are experienc-
ing illness, crisis, grief, and life-transitions. 
This is accomplished through pastoral care, 
congregational care, small groups, and life 
development classes. 

•	 Target 5: Mission and Service.  An ever-in-
creasing number of people are accepting our 
invitation to live a life of sharing the Gospel 
through missions, social concerns, and shar-
ing the Jesus story (Evangelism and action). 

As we begin this new ministry year, please continue to 
pray for our church and school!  I invite you to join us 
in our ministry and mission here at Red Hill!  God is 
ready to transform your life through Jesus Christ—who 
is the way, the truth, and the life! 

In Jesus’ love,
Pastor Seth  
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Community is Finding God in the Sorrow
     By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community

First let me repeat our thank you to all of you.  Words 
cannot begin to express the outpouring of love Bill and 
I have experienced over this extremely painful time.  
With your cards, your calls, your hugs, the amazing 
food, snacks, drinks, planning of the Memorial 
service and reception, attending the memorial service, 
volunteering to help wherever is needed, and especially 
for taking over our Sunday Hospitality tasks so we 
could rest and take time to grieve the loss of our son, 
Cameron.  Death is always so painful for those of us 
forced to move on when you just want time to stand 
still.

All of the gifts of food and care were a bit overwhelming 
but also a welcome relief and we certainly did feel 
God’s comfort through you.  This truly is when being 
in community becomes so very valuable.  Bible Study 
and/or Service teams are the way to become connected 
and get to know others so that when life’s hurts are 
unbearable, you are surrounded by those who know 
you well.  I have always believed Jesus intervenes 
best when he can use our human hands and arms to 
touch the lives around us.  So, I encourage you to take 
a chance. If you are not currently a member of a small 
group, or serving the church in a different capacity, look 
for opportunities so you too can feel the love of Jesus 
when you need it most.  We love you all.  Thank you 
again so very much for everything you have provided.

With that being said, I must be honest; these past weeks 
have been the hardest test of my faith yet. 

I do know that God had been preparing my heart for this 
though.  When the women asked if I could help with 
the Women’s retreat on prayer that was taking place 
on July 9th, I didn’t want to admit that I was currently 
struggling with prayer.  So, rather than saying no, I 
dug deeper and decided to study how God’s word had 
taught and inspired others into more faithful prayer.   
As I looked for materials to study, I began reading a 
book by Pete Greig titled “God on Mute, Engaging the 
Silence of Unanswered Prayer”.   That book had been 
on my bookshelf for at least 10+ years. It was a gift 
given to me by Alanna Stuckey, a great prayer warrior 
for many years at RHLC.  Alanna has since moved to 
another state and I miss her terribly.  It wasn’t until 

these past months, as I struggled to help Cameron, 
yet watched as things only got worse and worse, with 
prayers lifted up by myself and others seemingly going 
unanswered, that I remembered this title.   

Through this book, I was reminded that God’s will 
is not always realized on earth as it is in heaven and 
that none of the hurts we experience are ever what 
He wants for us.  That if nothing else, prayer is our 
anchor that keeps us holding on in the storms of life.  
But even more so, I read “In the Christian faith  there 
is a certain determination to trust and delight in God 
irrespective of circumstances.” And then again, the 
story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego was used to 
point out that they had faith to believe for a miracle, 
but their faith went so much deeper as they chose to 
endure suffering even if their miracle did not happen.   
Oh how I want to have such a faith!

In this life, we will have trouble, John 16:33.  It’s not 
easy to overcome the evil in this world unless you 
intentionally hold onto Jesus and listen to how he warns 
us, and encourages us to lean on each other, Galatians 
6:2-3 tells us to “Bear one another’s burdens”.  The 
MSG version actually says it like this;  “Stoop down 
and reach out to those who are oppressed.  Share their 
burdens, and so complete Christ’s law.  If you think 
you are too good for that, you are badly deceived.”  
I found that version to be very interesting, because it 
provides a whole, new perspective on how we are to 
love someone through their burdens, and to sit with 
them in their uncomfortable space.  Not to try to “fix 
it”, but just to be present and let them know they matter 
and you are hurting with them.  I know I have not yet 
perfected this practice in my own relationships, but I 
would like to work on it in the hope of saving others 
who are also so heavily burdened.

I hope you will make time to seek out a good influence 
community group, those who speak of God’s goodness, 
hope and love into your life.  In these weeks of sadness, 
it’s been so easy to get lost in the whispers of Satan.  
It’s important that we diligently stay in touch so we can 
learn and recognize lies as lies.  Staying connected and 
hearing God’s word continually provides the power we 
need to hold onto truth.  Jesus taught in John 8:31-32 
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“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.”  My NIV Life Application bible notes explain 
it this way, “Jesus is the perfect standard of what is 
right.  He frees us from the continued slavery to sin, 
from self-deception, and from deception by Satan.  As 
we seek to serve God, Jesus’ perfect truth frees us to 
be all that God meant us to be.”  

Easier said than done!  I can seem to do for others 
what I cannot do for myself right now. So, I thank 
you again for allowing me to lean on your faith over 
these past weeks. 

Ways to Engage
Spiritual Warfare Study – Via zoom and in person 
(limited to 10 in person) 
Facilitated by Jen Colon, taught by Pastor Jim Mentz
Tuesdays, 5:30pm-6:30pm,
Pastor Jim Mentz is a long time close family friend of 
Jen Colon.  He will share with us all that his years of 
ministry have revealed to him about the fight taking 
place in our lives that we do not see.  The fight for 
our minds, heart and soul.  Knowledge provides 
power to stand against the lies we battle every minute 
from the world constantly around us.  Email Jen 
Colon - onfirefit@gmail.com for zoom and location 
information.

Monday Men’s Group - rotating houses - contact 
Brian Crooker ke6spr@mindspring.com if you are 
interested in participating.  Monday Men’s Group  
meets weekly for food, fellowship and study from 
6:30pm-8:30pm

Ongoing study of the book of Ephesians, 10 sessions:
Deborah Circle - 1st Tuesday of each month - beginning 
September 6th at 9:30am in Peter’s Parish.  Contact 
Sheila Feher (714) 366-2030 or sheilafeher44@gmail.
com.
Rebekah Circle - 1st Monday of each month - 
beginning September 12th at 6:30pm in Peter’s Parish.  
Contact Martha Toft (949) 375-0160 or martha.toft@
gmail.com.

Watch weekly bulletin as other classes become 
available.

Praise Band: Know the Truth
By Isaiah Coughran, Contemporary Worship Dir. 

Our theme this year is “Know The Truth.” The theme 
verse for the year is found in John 8:32. It says: “Then 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
John is chock full of statements about truth. Here’s 
another from John 14, 6 Jesus answered, “I am the 
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you 
will know[b] my Father as well. From now on, you do 
know him and have seen him.” 
One of my favorite scriptures texts in John is 
sandwiched between these 2 passages. It is found on 
the lips of Jesus, and it says: 32 “And I, when I am lifted 
up[g] from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
As I was reading through John and mulling over what 
our Praise Band’s role in integrating this year’s theme 
was a conviction to assert, through music, the claim 
that God’s incredible desire is to draw all people to 
himself and that God is the way in which that happens. 
Our God provides himself for us – Jesus is the way, 
truth and life. Our God stoops to serve (C.S. Lewis) 
– Jesus gave His life as a ransom (Hebrews) by being 
“lifted up”. What great news to sing about!!!! Am I 
right?! What an incredible God we get to sing to and 
sing about! These are the anchor points that we in 
the Praise Band (whether students or adults) want to 
trace back to in the music that we play. We want it to 
be our DNA. 
Throughout this new church year our RHLS Praise 
band will sing about the Truth of God in our Sanctuary 
at Chapels, in the CLC and for our Christmas and 
Easter events, we will also proclaim it boldly and 
loudly in the streets of Tustin as we perform in the 
Tiller Day Parade. It’s going to be a rocking good time! 
Our Church Praise Band will proclaim these same 
truths on Sunday Mornings at the 10:00am service, 
at different gatherings here on campus, at Lutheran 
Cursillo Retreats, the Village of Hope and beyond. 
This year is going to be a year of resting in the Truth of 
God’s love and a commitment to living out that truth 
in love in our Communities.   
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Fall Sermon Series
“In the Meantime (September-October)

“‘The Bride: The Ministry and Mission of the Church” (November)
“Christmas Traditions” (December)

On Sunday, September 11th, we begin our fall sermon 
series, “In the Meantime. What Do You Do When 
There’s Nothing You Can Do?”  The reality of struggle, 
pain, change, and challenges in our day-to-day lives are 
as old as Genesis 3 and common to all. Relationship 
struggles, health scares, cultural incivility, constant 
media bombardments (cell phones, internet, 24 hour 
news cycles), and other “issues” in our world today, can 
and do challenge us personally and spiritually.  We all 
have experienced times when life seems to be moving 
along smoothly when... the “bottom drops out.”  It can 
be unexpected situations or even situations that we 
knew were coming: A prolonged illness, a death, a job 
loss, a broken dream or a broken heart. 

What do we do when we find ourselves in a set of 
circumstances and there seems to be no way to change 
them? When we feel lost, alone, and confused, how 
do we find hope again? In between our prayers offered 
and God’s answers comes the question: “What do I do 
in the meantime?”

Through this sermon series, we will explore how we 
can respond to and persevere through, the struggles, 
challenges, and changes in our lives. Through Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has experienced, 
overcome, and subdued, the powers of sin, death, 
hopelessness, and fear! We will learn how God meets 
us in these struggles through His presence, power, 
and love, redeeming our pain and drawing us closer 
to Himself, providing us the “hope to cope!”  As we 
study God’s Word, we will explore… 

“The New Normal” 
“A Purpose and a Promise” 
“Yes, You Can”
“Where’s Your Focus?” 
“Our Comfort Zone”
“Don’t Let Go”   
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“The Bride: The Mission of the Church 
(November)

Red Hill Lutheran Church and School exists, as do 
all churches, through the promises and power of the 
Triune God.  In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus gives to 
the church its commission and His promises:

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28.18-20)

Additionally, our Lutheran theological Confessions 
affirm:  

…that one holy Christian church will be and 
remain forever.  This is the assembly of all 
believers, among whom the Gospel is preached 
in its purity and the holy sacraments are 
administered according to the Gospel...It is as 
Paul says in Eph. 4:4-5 “There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 
hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism.” (The Augsburg Confession, 
Article VII).

Scripture reveals and the Lutheran Confessions affirm 
that, in His love, God’s mission is to redeem and 
reconcile the world through Jesus Christ. In order to 
carry out this divine mission, Jesus has commanded 
His church to make and send disciples.

The purpose of this message series will be to will 
examine the nature and work of the church generally, 

and Red Hill Lutheran specifically. This series will 
also serve as the annual stewardship emphasis at Red 
Hill, encouraging our members to participate in God’s 
mission to make disciples of Jesus through the ministry 
and mission of Red Hill!  

“Christmas Traditions.”  (December)
The Advent season is a season of waiting.  The 
surrounding culture is rushing to celebrate Christmas; 
Advent calls the Church slow down and to contemplate 
the nature of the birth of God’s son.  Advent is about 
“waiting forward” and waiting backward.”  “Forward 
waiting” is the posture of the church expecting the 
second coming of Jesus.  “Backward waiting” is 
reflecting upon the first coming of Jesus at Christmas 
and what this means in our lives of faith.  

During our Advent waiting, we will explore four 
traditions that ground the church in the truth of Jesus 
between His first and second coming

“The Tradition of Waiting.”
“The Tradition of Purification”
“The Tradition of Celebration”
“The Tradition of the Son”
“Born for You” (Christmas Eve) 
“God With Us!   (Christmas Day)

Bring your Bibles and be ready for God to fill your 
heart, mind, and soul through His Word and Holy 
Sacraments—transforming your soul!
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
“The Sermon on the Mount”

Wednesdays 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary (In person, Livestreamed and Recorded)

Teacher: Pastor Seth
Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” is found in the Gospel 
of Matthew, chapters 5 through 7. According to New 
Testament scholar Robert Guelich, the Sermon  on the 
Mount “represents one of the most familiar sections of 
the entire New Testament.” 

Beginning with the “Beatitudes” and concluding 
with the surrounding crowds astonishment of Jesus’ 
authoritative teachings, the Sermon on the Mount 
contains some of the moist practical, ethical, and 
challenging instructions from Jesus about how life is 
lived according the truths and values of the Kingdom 
of God! As Robert Guelich describes, the Sermon on 
the Mount…

…contains such well known units as the 
Beatitudes, Love Your Enemies, the Lord’s 
Prayer, the reference the Birds of the Air and 
the Lilies of the Field, the Prohibition on 
Judging, the Golden Rule, the references to 
the Narrow and Wide Gates and the Parable 
of the Wise and Foolish Builders, the Sermon 
addresses the Christian’s relationship and 
conduct toward God and others.1

1  Robert A. Guelich. The Sermon on the Mount (Waco, Texas: 

Beginning on Wednesday, September 7th, we will begin 
a verse-by-verse study on this profound and powerful 
“sermon” given by Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. 
You are welcome to join us as we examine…

•	 The Historical, Cultural, and Contextual 
Issues Within the Sermon on the Mount

•	 The Setting of the Sermon on the Mount in 
Matthew’s Gospel

•	 The Nature of Discipleship and Following 
Jesus Today.

•	 Jesus and the Old Testament Law
•	 The Life of Prayer
•	 Anger, Forgiveness, and Living in Freedom

 
After the study at 8:00 a.m., those whose schedule 
permits, reassemble at Spires Restaurant in Tustin for 
breakfast and continuing conversation.  

Again, this study is livestreamed beginning at 7:15 
a.m., as well as recorded and posted on our website 
so that you can participate at any time! 

You are always welcome as we study the Word of God!  

Word Book Publishers, 1982).
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Housebuilding Makes for a Rewarding Trip
By Ken Hays, President, Board of Directors

This past June, Red Hill Lutheran organized another 
trip to Mexico to build a small house for a needy 
family.  Though we have made countless such trips 
over more than twenty years, this year’s build was a 
memorable blessing – literally.  
When their new house was completed, José, Alma 
and their young sons Ellies and Asael prayed with our 
gathered group.  They thanked the Lord and tearfully 
blessed us for coming to them to do His work.  Alma 
and José entered their new house and embraced in 
the front room for several minutes as Asael and Ellies 
explored their new loft.
Overall, the construction went very smoothly and the 
progress was almost surreal.  What had been a bare 
concrete slab at 8:00 am Saturday became a nearly 
completed house with windows, a locking front door 
and a roof by the end of that day. Red Hill members 
also organized a barbecue lunch for the whole team, 
the family, and their neighbors.
On Sunday, we finished the roofing shingles and 
interior drywall work.  By noon, we were on our way 
back to California (by way of our favorite restaurant 
for lunch in Tecate!)  
The house was built from start to finish in two days by 
a 15-person group which included Red Hill members 
and friends with varying levels of experience.  Our 
guides from Baja Christian Ministries were also an 
invaluable help.
Another trip is planned for Spring 2023, probably in 
May.  If you’re interested in some fun and rewarding 
work, contact Ken Hays at 714-366-9918 for more 
information.
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Church Membership:  We are the Body of Christ!
A few years ago I was asked by a regular attendee 
about membership at Red Hill. Interestingly, he told 
me that membership wasn’t necessary—if he attends 
a church (and he had been “shopping” around for a 
while) then that is his church. He added: “I do not even 
think membership is in the Bible—why should I be a 
member of a church?” Is church membership indicated 
in the Bible? Why should someone join a local church? 

Let’s begin with the Bible: Is the word “membership” 
in Scripture?  Not in the way we normally define 
the word.  The early church consisted of groups of 
believers committed to Jesus and one another even to 
the point of death!  This is the Biblical understanding 
of “membership.” Pastor and author Ed Stetzer, 
commenting on the contemporary resistance of some 
Christian’s to church membership, writes: 

In the New Testament, people in churches 
are recognized as being in some sort of 
community.  It’s just that the reality is how 
community is expressed in Scripture has fallen 
on hard times over the last couple of thousand 
years. Membership is often misunderstood, 
misapplied or not applied at all.

Why do we encourage church membership at Red 
Hill?  Church membership properly understood reflects 
commitment beyond ourselves. Church membership 
is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” or 
now “I am due religious goods and services,” rather, 
membership is a scriptural expression of covenant; 
a personal commitment to a particular community 
in order to grow in faith and serve our Lord and His 
people.  Additionally, we believe in church membership 
because:

Membership Reflects What the Church Is.  
One of the primary metaphors of the church in Scripture 
is the human “body.”  Just as a body cannot afford one 
of its “members” saying, “I don’t need this body,” or 
“I’m not important in this body, neither can Jesus’ 
“body.”  Again, quoting Stetzer, he believes that “too 
many churches or Christian gatherings look like piles 
of dismembered body parts, not a body knit together 
as God’s agent, his body, his kingdom, at work in the 
world. To reject the value of membership is to deny 
what God has already established in fact.”

Membership is Biblical
The Scriptures speak a great deal about our need 
for spiritual authority (See Hebrews 13:7, 13:17, 
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1 Thessalonians 5:10-12).  Unlike our culture 
that questions any type of authority, and views 
such authority as limiting our “freedom,” the New 
Testament sees true, Biblical authority as a primary 
means for our freedom.  

The letters of Paul particularly, considered a believer’s 
incorporation into a local church community as 
indispensable to spiritual maturing and discipleship. In 
fact, removing a person from “membership” in a local 
church family was Paul’s ultimate means of church 
discipline.
God has created us in such a way that we need the 
guidance and stability that only a larger community 
and the spiritual authority of leadership within a 
local church can provide. This leads us to a third 
consideration:

Membership Serves as an Anchor of Stability
Being part of a church family and community will help 
you to remain faithful when bad times, fatigue, and 
disappointments come your way. I will never forget 
what Rick Warren at Saddleback Church said during a 
conference I attended. He said that someone once told 
him that they didn’t need a local church; that he was a 
member of the “spiritual, invisible church.”  Rick said, 
“Well, when you are sick, dying, or in need, then the 
spiritual and invisible church can come and meet your 
needs. and visit you!”  Honest and true!  The issue of 
stability; not jumping from one church to another, is a 
critical discipleship issue. The church needs you; you 
need the church.

Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran Church 
“New Member Class: 101”
Sunday, October 2nd, from 11:30a.m. to 1:00p.m.

If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is:  God wants you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
join us for the next “Class 101.”  Class 101 is a 21/2 

hour class offered quarterly, which examines the core 
teachings of the Bible, the Christian faith, the Lutheran 
understanding of the faith, and what it means to be a 
member of this particular body of believers.  

The next “Class 101” will be on Sunday, October 
2nd, from 11:30a.m. to 1:00p.m. in the Christian 
Life Center (CLC). (Childcare is available by 
reservation).  Registration for the class (and childcare 
if needed), can be made on Sundays by marking a 
“Connection Card” in the Worship service or online, 
or by calling/emailing Donna Kunz, at 714-544-3131 
ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.org.  

One of the goals of the 101 Class is to enable those 
new to the church to meet others and begin the life of 
discipleship and personal connecting here at Red Hill. 
You do not have to join the church after this class but, 
on the other hand, we would love to have you at the 
same time!

Mark your calendars now and plan to join us!  We are 
looking forward to seeing you!  
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The Yelkouni Family Update/Joseph Project

This month, the 27th grandchild was born into the 
Yelkouni family. Barto’s oldest brother and his wife 
had a little baby boy who they named Marc. He is 
truly so beautiful, in the photo below with me and 
two of my girls are Marc, his two older sisters, and 
another nephew who is one of Barto’s sisters’ sons. 
We always have our nieces and nephews in our home. 
We love them so much; we are so glad that our girls 
can grow up with them and live life with them. All 
the girls are doing well and everyone in the family is 
healthy now which is a huge blessing. Barto is always 
busy, we just started to harvest some of the water-
melon, okra, and sweet corn that he planted. We are 

so happy that it has been raining here and peoples’ 
crops are growing. Trusting God that this year, the 
harvest will be plenty for the people for they can have 
the food they need for the year. 
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Barto had the idea to buy a grain grinding machine 
to have as a small business. We have hired some lo-
cal young men to run it, and we know this is a huge 
blessing for the families in our area to have this ma-
chine near for them to grind the grain they use for 
their meals. Here, people grow millet and corn that 
they grind into flour to be able to make a dish called 
To, which is a staple in their homes. They boil water 
and mix in the flour with a big wooden spoon until it 
solidifies. Then they eat that with different sauces that 
they make which can include okra, pounded peanuts, 
different leaves they get from native trees/plants, and 
locals seeds. They add in different spices, chopped 
tomatoes and onions for flavor. It is something that 
they all love and most likely all families will eat ev-
ery day. Rice, on a rarer occasion, is used to cook 
with the beans they grow (black eyed peas) or served 
with a sauce made with local peanut butter, okra, or 
tomatoes. Also, they have a rice dish called “riz gras” 
(which means fat rice) that they make; they cook the 
rice in a tomato sauce with spices and oil then add in 
different vegetables like tomatoes, onions, cabbage, 
eggplant, and green peppers.

 
“Let the light of Your face shine upon us, O Lord. 

You have filled my heart with greater joy than 
when their grain and new wine abound. I will lie 
down and sleep in peace, for You alone, O Lord, 

make me dwell in safety.” -Psalm 3:6-8
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Red Hill Lutheran Church and School
Board of Directors
By Ken Hays, President

The Board of Directors (BoD) of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School works to oversee and establish 
policies governing the activities of the congregation, 
consistent with the vision, mission, plans, and budget 
adopted by the people of Red Hill at our annual 
congregational meeting.  The BoD assures that the 
operation and conduct Red Hill’s church, school, 
boards, committees, and other entities are consistent 
with our congregation’s constitution, bylaws, and other 
policies.  This is to help ensure that Red Hill operates 
smoothly and in accordance with God’s Word.
Returning to the Board of Directors are Rich Records, 
formerly Vice-President, newly elected to serve as 
Director-at-Large, Kymberly Rogers, Secretary, Mark 
Clement, Treasurer, and myself. Also returning to 
the Board as Director-at-Large are Karen Caballero, 
Jennifer Colon and Jodi Sprosty, as well as The Rev. 
Dr. Seth Britton, Senior Pastor an ex-officio, non-
voting member.  
At this year’s annual Congregational Meeting, held 
on August 28th, Red Hill’s members elected Brian 
Crooker, Vice-President and Cathy Anderson, Director-
at-Large. 
This past year has seen fewer large, unexpected 
challenges compared to 2019 – 2020!  Red Hill’s 
on-site worship attendance has stabilized following 
the pandemic.  Our “new normal” is beginning to 
emerge.  Bibles are back in the pew racks.  While on-
site worship attendance is not as high as it was before 
COVID-19, livestreamed and virtual attendance has 

grown substantially.  Red Hill has fared better than 
many other churches in this regard, which I believe is 
due in large part to Pastor Seth’s Bible-based Sunday 
messages and his outstanding leadership, and to the 
Christian faith and commitment of our congregation’s 
members.
Our school continues to do well.  Attendance has 
increased compared to last year and will be at or near 
capacity.  Our teachers continue to win awards from 
the community, along with messages of praise and 
support from our school parents.  There have also been 
upgrades to the school playground and other school 
facilities.  We are well positioned for the coming school 
year thanks to Dr. Paul Marquardt, RHLS Principal, 
the school staff, and our school board.
In terms of financial giving, we are very close to last 
year’s projected budget.  The congregation continues 
to show real faith in terms of stewardship.  White it 
remains to be seen what the trend at Red Hill will be 
in future years, the 2022-2023 budget for the church 
which was approved at the annual meeting will reflect 
this stability.  
Red Hill Lutheran is richly blessed with Pastor Seth, 
Dr. Marquardt, and our church and school staff.  It’s 
a continuing pleasure to serve on Red Hill’s Board 
of Directors.  There will, of course, continue to be 
challenges and new experiences in the coming year.  
We must find new ways to conduct ministries with 
those who worship remotely.  The Lord’s disciples 
here at Red Hill must also stay aware of our society’s 

increasing departures from some 
Christian values as we continue 
our work for the Lord within the 
church and school.  
God’s work faithfully continues 
at Red Hill.  
It’s a blessing to be a member 
here. 
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Red Hill Lutheran School Board: Welcome to a New School Year
By Danalyn Belgen, RHL School Board Chair

Let me set the stage for this newsletter. The breeze 
is cold and it’s blowing the leaves in the street. All 
the trees have turned that beautiful golden red tint 
and there are pumpkins on every doorstep. All the 
kids are back in school, and your Target runs are 
filled with pencils and notebooks. I love fall!!! After 
all, I did marry my husband at Red Hill in October! 
The new school year is upon us, and that cool fall 
breeze and red leaves are on their way. As I start my 
21st year on the school board, I find myself saying 
“wow, where did 21 years go?” Two decades later, 
my “kids” are now adults, and we are a long way 
away from middle school, but I find myself still in 
love with Red Hill Lutheran Church and School. I 
am continuously honored to serve as the Chair of the 
School Board, and super excited for all the students 
and parents that are blessed to part of the 2022-2023 
school year at RHLS. 

When I think about how much the world has changed 
over the years, it reminds me how much has remained 
the same at Red Hill, and my spirit is renewed. I firmly 
believe that RHLS is still the best place for a top-
notch Christian education taught through a biblical 
worldview! I’m humbled to be a part of the governance 
at RHLS and I think about some of the incredible 
school board members we’ve been priveleged to have 
over the 21 years including Lon Records, Leslie Smith, 
Kari Rigoni and Mark Colon. These leaders, and others, 

with whom I have served, have helped to shape me 
into the leader I am today. They all have contributed to 
the wonderful leadership of the school board that has 
enabled me grow with the role. The current members 
of the board bring to the table a high level of expertise, 
leadership, experience and a love of this church and 
school. Our emphasis on collaboration will ensure that 
the school board goals for the 2022-2023 school year 
will be achieved. 

In addition to a fiscally responsible budget, this 
year’s goals will focus on: stakeholders, transparency, 
technology, budget forecasting analyses, health and 
wellness. My leadership this year will concentrate 
on leading like a servant and is based on Matthew 
20:25-28.

25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great ones exercise authority 
over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, 27 and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave, 28 even as the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

2010, Jake Benson, a student in Mr. D’s 5th grade class.
2013, Jake Benson, on Eighth Grade Graduation Day, 

with proud mom, Danalyn.
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With God’s help and your prayers, the school board will 
remain strong and discern all issues that are brought 
to the board this year with the attitude of a servant. 
We will consider all issues and goals for the benefit of 
the whole program and with a godly attitude that will 
please our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
I’m still falling in love with Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School!

2006, Amber Benson, a student in Mr. D’s 5th grade 

2009, Amber Benson on Eighth Grade Graduation Day 
receiving a hug from Pastor Seth.

Claire Markovsky
I am proudly serving my 5th term on the School 
Board, and am serving as Vice Chair for the 2022-
2023 school year.  My two children attend RHLS (2nd 
and 5th grade), and I feel blessed with the amazing 
partnership that all the teachers have had with me, and 
my children every year.  As we enter the new school 
year, I am excited to continue to serve as the liaison 
between the School Board and the PTF, in a capacity 
where transparency and communication are paramount, 
and we use our gifts to 
support the leaders of 
our school.
I also serve on the 
executive board for 
the RHLS American 
Heritage Girls troop, 
and I have previously 
served on the executive 
board for the RHLS 
PTF for the 18/19 
school year.
R H L C h u r c h  a n d 
School are very near 
and dear to me, as I also attended RHLS for elementary 
school (35+ years ago), and my husband and I were 
married at RHLC in 2007.  I am the Vice President at 
a local marketing and PR agency, where I focuse on 
non-profit, financial and real estate clients.

2022-2023 Red Hill Lutheran 
School Board

Danalyn Belgen, Chair
Claire Markovsky, Vice Chair

Carolyn Driscoll, Member
Peggy Greene, Member

Alexander Kitano, Finance Officer
Sonja Scott, Secretary
Ken Hays, Ex-Officio
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Alexander Kitano, 
This is my second term serving on the RHLS School 
Board. I recently graduated from Concordia University 
Irvine with a double major in Marketing and Finance 
with a minor in Data Analytics and am an alumni of both 
RHLS and OLu. As the board 
CFO, my role is responsible 
for reporting on the status 
of budgets, profitability, and 
how we can allocate funds to 
best serve our students. This 
year, I work with our school 
leaders to make a financial 
model that will help us predict 
income and expenses for 
future years. The purpose 
of this mini initiative is to better plan and schedule 
projects and when to push campus improvements for 
students. I personally have a special connection to Red 
Hill as here I was baptized, confirmed, and attended 
from Pre-School to 8th Grade. I have a passion for 
serving the students, and have and will continue to 
use my past experiences at RHLS to provide insight 
for our discussions.

Peggy Greene 
I have had the privilege to serve on the School Board 
for 17 years, two and a half of those as Chair. My 
professional experience was in Marketing as a Director 
for a San Diego law firm San Diego where I worked for 
11 years. My husband and 
I joined Red Hill Lutheran 
Church when our oldest 
daughter started attending 
preschool at RHLS. For 18 
years, it was the greatest 
blessing to have all four 
of my kids attend Red 
Hill Lutheran School and 
Church. I am incredibly 
thankful for the Christ-
cen te red  educa t ion , 
loving environment, and 
dedicated staff. This year, I look forward to making 
an impact with my fellow School Board members, 
especially on the Health 
and Wellness Committee 
which in conjunction to 
their academics promotes 
their social, emotional 
and physical health. I am 
forever grateful for my time 
on the Board at Red Hill and 
look forward to another year

Sonja Scott
My husband, Clint, and I have been members of the 
Church for over 30 years and it’s been my pleasure to 
serve as Secretary of the School Board for several years. 
I apply my perspective 
from over 40 years of 
experience in Human 
Resources management 
in both private and public 
sector organizations in 
considering policy and 
budget decisions required 
as a Board member. I’m 
continually impressed 
by the quality of the 
educational experience that the School provides 
through its dedicated and professional teaching staff. 
This quality shines through in the confidence and 
enthusiasm of the students who periodically present 
reports of their activities to the School Board. 

Carolyn Driscoll 
As a member of RHLS 
church and school for the 
past eight years, I have 
been a member of the 
School Board for seven 
of those years.  I am the 
mother of four RHLS 
students (three former) 
and a current eight-grader. I am excited to start this 
school year to continue to support the amazing teachers 
and administrators at RHLS.

Meet the 2022-2023 RHL School Board
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Making Waves With Filter of Hope
By, Rebecca Walter, VBS Mission Project Coordinator

Beth Stoffregen, VBS Director

“Whoever believes in me...rivers of living water will flow from within them.”
John 7:38

This summer, Red Hill Lutheran Church and School’s 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) partnered with Filter of 
Hope to provide water filters for people around the 
world who don’t have access to clean drinking water. 
This mission fit well with the “Make Waves” theme 
of RHL’s VBS, teaching children that the actions we 
take today create a ripple effect that flows outward 
impacting the world. The daily Bible lessons at VBS 
reminded kids and leaders that God loves them, created 
them for a purpose, and wants us all to share His love, 
thus making a positive impact in the world. VBS 
campers were challenged to memorize and put into 
action the theme verse of the week, which was John 
7:38: “Whoever believes in me...rivers of living water 
will flow from within them.”  

More About Filter of Hope
Motivated by the compassion of Christ, Filter of 
Hope’s mission is to bring clean water to people 
who are thirsty.  Filter of Hope began when a 
businessman named Bart Smelley became aware of 
the heartbreaking global water crisis--specifically, the 
fact that thousands of children die each week from 
drinking contaminated water.  His passion for sharing 
God’s love and providing clean drinking water to 
those in need inspired him to start Filter of Hope in 
order to distribute simple, household water filter kits 
that remove all harmful bacteria from polluted water 
sources.  In 2012, the first Filter of Hope water filters 
were distributed in the Dominican Republic.  God then 
used Bart and his skills as an entrepreneur to grow 
the ministry through partnerships with churches and 
like-minded organizations around the globe.  Today 
over 80,000 families in more than 65 countries have 
access to safe drinking water because of Filter of 
Hope, and hundreds 
of thousands have 
heard about God’s 
l o v e  a n d  b e e n 
introduced to the 
“Living Water” of 
Jesus Christ.



redhillchurch.org Page 23

More About VBS 2022
One of the rotations of VBS was the Missions Rotation. 
During the Mission Rotation, the kids learned all 
about the Filter of Hope organization and some of the 
countries that they have provided water filters to, like 
Syria, Nepal, Kenya, Cuba, and El Salvador.  Campers 
also learned about how important clean water is, and 
they got to see a water filter in action, turning dirty 
water into sparkling clean water.

The kids were given a daily challenge to do at home 
in the afternoon or evening.

The Day 1 Challenge was to tell someone about how 
we were collecting money for Filter of Hope and why 
this effort is important.

On Day 2, the challenge was to take their family on a 
neighborhood walk, asking each person to carry two 
containers of water and then discuss what it was like 
to carry the water and how it would make them feel 
if it was their job to walk one hour every day to get 
water for their family.

The Day 3 Challenge was to go home and count the 
number of faucets and other ways to get clean water 
at home or outside their home.

On Day 4, the kids were challenged to show love to 
someone by helping them.

The Day 5 Challenge was one that could be done at any 
time during the summer. The campers’ challenge was 
to take a 3-mile walk with their family and time how 
long it took. (Fun Fact: 3 miles is how far the average 
person in Africa has to go to get water for their family.)

The children also learned that Jesus wants to be our 
“filter” and cleanse our hearts of all of the bad stuff 
we have done, or ever will do.  Campers and their 
families were given the opportunity to give financial 
donations to Filter of Hope to help with the purchase 
and distribution of water filters.  Each Filter of Hope 
water filter kit costs just $40 and can provide many 
gallons of clean water for one family every day for 10 
years.  Our VBS goal for each camper was to raise $10 
towards a family filter, and those who raised $40 got a 
reusable Filter of Hope water bottle to take home as a 
reminder to pray for the family receiving the filter kit 
they purchased.  For most families, receiving a water 
filter kit means they will have clean water in their home 
for the first time ever!

Another exciting VBS partnership that happened was 
between Red Hill Lutheran Church and Shepherd’s 
Grove Church in Irvine. Both churches teamed up to 
use the same curriculum and missions project for their 
respective weeks of VBS.  This partnership doubled 
the ripple effect, allowing even more families to benefit 
from the clean water provided by Filter of Hope! As 
of this writing, Shepherd’s Grove Church collected an 
additional $1,400 making it possible for an additional 
35 families to receive clean water for the next 10 years! 
This is what we call “Making Waves! We praise God 
for this amazing effort! We pray that God will use this 
summer’s VBS experience to “make waves” in the 
lives of our kids for many years to come!
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A Special Resource from 
RHL’s Youth & Family Ministry Team 

 
Parents usually fall into two categories: those who feel summer break is passing by 
excruciatingly slowly, or those who keep wondering where the time has gone. Either way, 
this reality is sure to hit everyone this week: School is almost back in session. 
 
The start of a new school year is accompanied by all kinds of feelings, from relief to glee to trepidation to 
sadness. And we’re here to tell you it’s totally okay—and normal—to feel them all. A new school year means: a 
change in routine, a learning period as your family tries a new rhythm, and conversations that only happen 
during the school year. Not to mention…lots of homework. 
 
Likewise, your kid has their own set of emotions when it comes to starting school again: insecurity about 
entering a new grade and new social situations, anticipation for the fun things ahead, and anxiety about all the 
unknowns. It’s so much to go through in such a short period of time for you all. 

 
So, as you head into the new school year, here are some important reminders about 
the phase of your kid: 

 
Remember your preschooler thinks like an artist. Artists experience the world through activities that stimulate 
the five senses. Like artists, preschoolers learn best when they can make something with their hands. 
 

 
Remember your elementary-age kid thinks like a scientist. Scientists understand the world through concrete 
evidence they can test repeatedly. Like a scientist, elementary schoolers learn best when they can observe 
something in their present environment. 
 

 
Remember your middle schooler thinks like an engineer. Engineers solve problems by connecting concepts so 
they work together. Like an engineer, middle schoolers learn best when they personalize an idea by connecting 
pieces of information. 
 

 
Remember your high schooler thinks like a philosopher. Philosophers seek to understand what is unseen and 
what cannot be measured. Like a philosopher, high schoolers learn best through open debate, multiple 
perspectives, and applied reasoning. 
 
It’s during times of transition our kids need us to lean in most. A new school year gives us ample opportunities 
for connection, empathy, and understanding. The best way for us to meet our kids where they are not only 
requires us to know who they are right now, but anticipate change so we can support them when shifts 
undoubtedly happen. 
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Information Source: Welcome to Your Kid’s Next Phase
Email.theparentcue.org. 2022. [online] Available at: <https://email.theparentcue.org/e3t/Ctc/W3+113/d2r-
lw04/VX7RsK3N2bGHVYrgYc4MP28bW7Kkhd54N1Sf6N9fbG9w3kWFpV1-
WJV7CgYbMW7VH0FR6FvmNfW5mvrQH2gn2qzW7XdKLk83hDyqW2ffnJG2K5MpWW1vsd1q6xjW30W1l8q1q4hsz31N728Np3hWh1nW3MZxcc4T0BVbW1pt
8w-4YPg84W169WNb8rG7PYN6wJG5-
QTCnzW2k31md8H5K10W3Kvg_f5g8kXjW877_jt2G5753W6MghSN1XcJDFW22f1f46lcKmjW5_bS4b89zxksW4XyPJn7yywKjW6LfXN23fxyJTN7Vy_Ywk7VBz
W8BmYrd7NMmqmW2fSCN94PVjd2W4zHPsj5BqFPMW4_YNcS83VzbR3fhR1> [Accessed 3 August 2022].

Focus on what matters most this school year.
If you’re looking for ways to connect with your child during the phase they’re in 
right now, we have a resource to help you understand your kid and communicate 
with them effectively. The Parenting Your…book series is made up of journal-
style guides to help you have age-appropriate conversations about faith, health, 
technology, and sexual integrity with your kids.

We want to connect with you.
Our Youth & Family Ministry Team (YFM) is devoted to the entire family throughout all the phases. Our 
ministry is designed to create purposeful, strategic, Christ-centered family and student experiences, utilizing a 
small group ministry strategy for the whole family. 

For more information, contact our Youth & Family Ministry Team:

Beth Stoffregen Phil Gaylor
Director of Children’s Ministry Director of Student Ministry
Email: beths@redhillchurch.org Email: pgaylor@redhillchurch.org
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RHL Nursery Ministry Begins Sunday, September 11th

Our Nursery Ministry provides a welcoming, nurturing 
atmosphere for the nursery age children of our members 
and visitors, six weeks old through three years of age. 
We strive to honor the Lord and support parents in 
the care and spiritual education of their children, in a 
consistently loving, safe manner.

Starting Sunday, September 11th, Nursery care is 
available during both Sunday morning worship 
services as well as during mid-week Bible studies, 
adult classes, and events upon request.

Mrs. Jessica Gonzalez and Mrs. Felisa Santos will 
be serving on our Nursery Ministry Team. They are 
excited about their ministry and they can’t wait to meet 
you!  For the safety of all children, all of our team 
members are background checked and fingerprinted 
as well as CPR and First Aid certified.

We love having families worship together. If you prefer 
to keep your young children with you but need to step 
away from the service, we offer a quiet place in our 
Prayer Chapel or you can walk around in our Narthex 
where the service is shown on a TV.

Our Youth and Family Ministry (YFM) Team is devoted 
to the whole family throughout all the phases. We take 
a personal approach to ministry spanning a family’s 
ages and stages. Each area partners dedicated staff, 
invested and trained small group leaders, and loving, 
supportive parents to leverage relationships for the sake 
of deep faith in the lives of our children and students. 
Our community purposefully 
seeks to walk with families as they 
raise godly and incredible kids. 
Our specific ministry areas share 
timely encouragement and program 
information.

We have a wonderful Family Resource Library with 
books from newborn to college age on topics including 
“what to expect” at each age, as well as a variety of 
other topics. These resources are available on the patio 
every week.

Sign Up for our Youth and Family Ministry Email

To receive regular emails with resources, ideas, 
encouragement and important information about the 
Youth and Family Ministry here at Red Hill Lutheran 
Church & School, please connect with our Youth & 
Family Ministry Team.

Connect with us on Instagram @rhlyouth_kidsmin

For more information about our Children’s Ministry 
programming, contact Director of Children’s Ministry, 
Beth Stoffregen at beths@redhillchurch.org.
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Know the Truth: 2022-2023 School Year
Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal/Middle School Teacher

“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
John 8:32

To be faithful disciples of Christ, we must know and live in The Truth. In a world filled with subjectivism, 
where some are misled to believe they have their own truth, we want to guide students to know the One 
Truth which rests in Christ alone. There is one objective reality and students will learn to seek it out to live 
properly and live in God’s light for eternity. 

“Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life” John 14:6.
This year’s school accreditation focus is Responsible Citizenship:

Students will demonstrate integrity and responsibility as they work to become good citizens.
      
Students will…

•	 Show courtesy and respect for the rights of others.
•	 Evaluate social and ethical issues biblically.
•	 Obey and respect authority.
•	 Be self-disciplined and capable of accepting responsibility.
•	 Identify and articulate thoughts and feelings.
•	 Live a lifestyle of character, leadership, service, stewardship, and worship.  

        

As RHLS teachers, we will ground students in The Truth, by equipping them to recognize objective biblical 
Truth and follow it, while rejecting the hollow and deceptive philosophies of our culture. Students will learn 
to become responsible, discerning consumers of information, separating fact from fiction. They will become 
careful thinkers who avoid captivity to false ideas.

In support of these goals, teachers will be implementing the apologetics curriculum, Foundation 
Worldview. Additionally, teachers now have access to World Watch, a streaming news service from 
Christian journalists. STEM classrooms now have Protect Young Eyes, a faith-based digital citizenship 
program. All teachers have received advanced training on how to use these programs to help students 
“Know the Truth.”  

Believing in Jesus’ work on the cross to redeem and save us must then lead to discipleship, if we are to 
be “set free” from the bondage of sin and death. We must know Christ, know The Word, hold on to His 
teachings, and put our beliefs into action. Knowing the Truth will set us free! We praise God for this gift and 
look forward to sharing it with students this year.

“Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.”
1 Peter 2:16 
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RHLS Performing Arts Department  

The RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD) had a 
busy and fun end of the 2021 - 2022 school year! We 
are excited to meet our new classes and foster a healthy 
learning environment for both our returning students, 
and those students new to RHLS.

Fostering a healthy learning environment starts 
with knowing the Truth of the Gospel. The RHLS 
Performing Arts Department has always made it a 
priority to teach the context of the songs and pieces of 
music that we teach. Our classrooms are safe places 
to ask questions about what we sing and learn. If our 
PAD staff does not know an answer, we follow up with 
Phil Gaylor, Beth Stoffregen, or Pastor Seth to obtain 
answers to our student’s questions. This school year, 
we have agreed to place an even greater emphasis on 
Knowing the Truth, and we will strive to include more 
direct, Biblical truths into our performances at RHLS.

Though our first large performance is not until 
December, PAD is still moving and creating great 
opportunities for students on a smaller scale. Our 
student Praise Band led by Mr. Isaiah Coughran will 
be starting the school year off as usual by leading the 
school community in worship at our K-8 chapel. This 
is always such a powerful way to start the school year! 
We thank the Praise Band students for the work they 
put in over the summer to be ready on the first day of 
school, and we thank our amazing Isaiah Coughran 
for choosing the music, setting up the equipment, 
preparing the students, and everything else he does 
for the PAD department and for RHLS.

The RHLS Concert Band will again be performing the 
National Anthem with other local bands on the field 
of Angel Stadium at the Angels vs. Mariners game 
on Saturday, September 17th. We sell tickets for this 
event as a fundraiser for the music department. We 
also treat this as a community event and it is a great 
opportunity for new families to meet returning families. 
We would even love to see this become a great event 
for church families to come meet school families! 
You can buy your tickets on the school website. Go 
to www.redhillschool.org - Eagle Life - Angels Band 
Night Tickets. Come watch the band and enjoy the 
community night!

Each year we invite RHLS students to lead worship in 
some capacity at the Staff Dedication service. This will 
be happening on Sunday, September 18th. Another fun 
event that includes PAD students is the Tustin Tiller 
Days parade. Come show your support as the middle 
school praise band leads worship on a semi-truck float 
created by RHLS families!
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Fall Performance Opportunities

Sept. 17th - Angels Band Night - MS Concert Band 
Performs the National Anthem at an Angels Game! 
Buy tickets online, at www.redhillschool.org
5:45pm at Angel Stadium
  
Sept. 18th - Staff Dedication Sunday for RHLC - 
featuring RHLS Performing Arts
10:00am in Red Hill Lutheran Church Sanctuary

Oct. 1st - The Tustin Tiller Days Parade featuring 
Middle School Praise Band & RHLS Students
10:00am

Our PAD teachers all feel blessed to teach in 
this wonderful environment. We thank the entire 
community of both church and school for supporting 
the Performing Arts at RHLS and for making all these 
wonderful opportunities possible for the students! We 
look forward to a great new school year!

Mr. Ben Hunter, Instrumental Music
Mrs. Laura Lodin, Choral Music/Classroom Music/

Handbells
Ms. Deana Occhipinti, Theatre Arts/Drama
Mr. Isaiah Coughran, Praise Band
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Friday, August 19th was Meet The Teacher Day for all RHLS parents and students.  On our campus, t here 
are over 500 students in preschool-8th grade.  This year we are blessed to have the following Teachers and 
Staff working in our RHLS Christian Education Ministry.

Preschool Director, Mrs. Annie Caamano
Preschool Asst. Director / Teacher PreK, Mrs. Jessica Hickey
Preschool Teacher’s:
Transitional Kdg. Mrs. Alexis Renninger and Mrs. Mel Ilten
PreK, Mrs. Melody Bertain, Mrs. Paola Crose, and Mrs. Courtney Zimmerman
Tiny Tots, Mrs. Linda Jones, Mrs. Suzy Villegas, and Mrs. Nicole Wazewski
Preschool Support Staff: Mrs. Amy Hidalgo, Mrs. Katelyn Knupfer, Mrs. Kristin Moon, Ms. Leslie Osorio
Youth Family Ministry, Mrs. Beth Stoffregen
School Principal, Dr. Paul Marquardt
Asst. Principal / Middle School 8th homeroom, 7 & 8 Language Arts Teacher, Mrs. Lisa Tarkoff
Middle School 8th homeroom, 6, 7 & 8 History/Social Studies, Mr. Dave Brenner
Middle School 7th homeroom, 7 & 8 Math, Robotics, Flight & Space, Mr. Matt Smith
Middle School 7th homeroom, 7 & 8 Science, Mr. Mark Wakita
Middle School 6th homeroom, 6 Language Arts, 6 & 7 Bible Home Economics, Mrs. Tracy Coggins
Middle School 6th homeroom, 6 Math & Science, Mr. Tim Renden
Middle School Specialty, 7 & 8 STEM, 3D Printing, Mrs. Sara Bridgman
Middle School Specialty, 8 Bible, Mrs. Katie Gillin
Middle School Specialty, Geometry, Dr. Ken Hays
Middle School Specialty, Journalism, Mrs. Vera Jirjis
Middle School Specialty, Praise Band, Mr. Isaiah Coughran and Ms. Noah Wieland
Youth Family Ministry, Mr. Phil Gaylor
5th Grade, Mrs. Talene Campbell
5th Grade, Mrs. Joyce Westenhofer
4th Grade, Mrs. Sheila Dovenmuehler
4th Grade, Mr. John Dovenmuehler
3rd Grade, Elementary Lead, Mrs. Colette Hammer
3rd Grade, Mrs. Valerie Wilson
2nd Grade, Primary Lead, Mrs. Keri Walden
2nd Grade, Mrs. Dawn Wright
1st Grade, Mrs. Jamie Hernandez
1st Grade, Mrs. Christine Aguilar
1st Grade / Kdg, Mrs. Susan Glenane
Kdg, Mrs. Kathleen Castro
Kdg, Mrs. Janette Gomez
Music, Specialty Lead, Orchestra, Mr. Ben Hunter
Choral Music, Handbells, Singspiration, Mrs. Laura Lodin
Drama/Theater, ASB, Ms. Deana Occhipinti
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STEM Kdg-6, Mr. Anwar Rodriguea
Spanish, Mrs. Diana Blocker
Physical Education / Athletic Director, Mr. Chase Martin
Resource, GATE, Art, Mrs. Carla Chun
Resource, Mrs. Janelle McMahon
Resource, Mia Gendreau
Teacher Support, Mrs. Veronica Chino
Teacher Support, Mrs. Stacey Martinez
Teacher Support, Mrs. Kristin Hallett
Teacher Support, Mrs. Elizabeth Siegel
Teacher Support, Ms. Alexis Grant
Teacher Support, Ms. Kylie Hammer
Nurse, Mrs. Allison Hunter
Counselor, Ms. Jamie Elser
Admissions Director, Mrs. Lori Browne
Office Manager, Mrs. Jill St. George
Registrar, Accounting, Mrs. Maggie Radmacher
Office, Projects, Mrs. Liz Weber
Human Resources, Ms. Cyndi Tully
Enrichment Director, Mrs. Caroline Elias
Support Staff Supervisor, Mrs. Nancy Mosqueira
Support Staff, Mrs. Raquel Machado, Ms. Noah Wieland, 
Mr. Tim Rivera, Ms. Diana Vega, Ms. Alyssa Tan, Ms. 
Alondra Sanchez, Ms. Aritza Palomares, Mrs. Christine 
Kemper, Ms. Giana Hennigan, Mrs. Candy Hall, Ms. 
Jeannie Garcia, Ms. Evelyn Arceo, Mr. Berhane Elias
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A Summer to Remember and New Adventures for Fall
By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Program Director

 
RHLS Summer Camp 2022 is in the books and what a 
summer it was!  So many kids showed up.  An amazing 
team of teachers and staff showed up, as well. And, 
most importantly, God showed up in big ways! 
Campers (let’s be honest), are a really important part 
of any summer program. Without campers, well it’s 
just a bunch of adults wearing matching shirts and 
sorting out pool noodles – not much fun at all!  Our 
campers (and their amazing parents) are one reason 
Red Hill’s camp is the best in town.  So much fun, 
energy, creativity and laughter made every class, song, 
dance party, Bible lesson, waterslide and snow cone 
party memorable and special.  
Thank you campers, for joining us this year.
But if we only had our 1000 campers we would be 
in big trouble were it not for teachers and staff.  And 
this year’s group of teachers really went all out in 
planning classes and helping kids have a great time.  
Music, cooking, VBS, soccer, tennis, Legos, science, 
and STEM were some of the morning themes.  Our 
afternoon skills classes, games and free choice centers 
created space for fun and connection with friends. 
Above all though, we have a great God who loves 
us, guides us and helps us in all we do.  We spent the 
summer learning an entire overview of the Big God 
Story, and every week we taught about His perfect love 
for each, and every one of us.  

We are thankful to have been part of God’s work of 
sharing the Good News of the Gospel with each child 
that joined us this summer.  And now that we have 
cleaned up the plaster plaques and stored the hex bugs, 
we know that God’s faithfulness and help will continue 
on into this new school year. 
Please pray for our campers; Pray that they will 
remember how much they are loved, as well as a few 
of their other lessons, too!  And, join us in thanking 
God for his good and perfect plan for another year of 
ministry at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School.  
We are excited to be a part of all the good things God 
has in store.
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RHLS Parent Teacher Fellowship
By Liz Latch, PTF President

As the lazy days of summer come to an end, I find the 
time being replaced with backpacks, school supplies, 
and calendars quickly filling-up with activities. 
My name is Liz Latch, the RHLS Parent Teacher 
Fellowship (PTF) President this school year, and I want 
to introduce you to my Board of incredible parents as 
well as tell you about one of the best events of the year.

My team of fabulous parents who have graciously 
committed their time to help make RHLS a better 
community include our newest members, Ashley 
Myers and Yasmin Fletcher, serving as Secretary and 
Vice President of Fellowship, respectively. Christina 
Khamis is continuing her service as our Publicity and 
Marketing Coordinator this year. Morgan Taylor, our 
VP of Room Parents, will be partnering with Debra 
Broccardo to lead our crew of spectacular Room 
Parents. Our Co-VPs of Fundraising, Cynthia McGuff, 
and her partner in amazing things, Megan Karpontinis, 
are busy working their magic on another fabulous gala!

The gala is our biggest event of the year and we are so 
excited to announce that this year’s annual fundraiser 
will be held at the Balboa Bay Resort in Newport 
Beach. Please mark your calendar and join us at the 
Black & White Gala on Saturday, October 22nd, 2022. 
This event is cocktail attire and begins at 5:30pm. 
Presale tickets will be available on the RHLS app 
and website on September 7th, 2022. This year our 
fundraising will focus on funds for campus security 
and student wellness. Sponsorship opportunities are 
available now so contact Cynthia McGuff at cmcguff@
redhillschool.org to learn more. I hope you will join us 
in celebrating and supporting our school.

A piece of our PTF commitment is to promote 
fellowship, which can be seen in events and volunteers. 
In this, I am reminded of one of my favorite Bible 
verses, “God has given each of you a gift from his 
great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve 
one another.” – 1 Peter 4:10. 

Lord, I pray for another fruitful year blessed with your 
love and mercy. Help us utilize the gifts you have given 
us to serve one another. Amen. 

Follow us on Instagram at rhls_parent_teacher_
fellowship.
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the grapevine

This page clock wise: Pastor Seth officiates the wed-
ding of RHL Custodian, Angel and his wife Denisse; The 
women of RHLC enjoy gathering together for a Prayer 

Retreat; Students participate in a Service Day; Next 
Page: The Women’s Prayer Retreat, held in July, was well 
attended and featured Pastor Seth’s in-depth study of the 

Lord’s Prayer.
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Red Hill Lutheran  Boy Scout Troop #235
Boy Scouts of America Troop 235 is sponsored by Red 
Hill Lutheran Church, and is chartered by the Orange 
County Council in the Canyons District.

Troop 235 hosted its first meeting in 1960, which made 
2010 the 50th anniversary of the inception of Troop 
235.  Currently the Troop has approximately 50 active 
scouts ranging in age from 11 to 17, and representing 
every rank from Scout to Eagle.  They also have a long 
tradition of Scouts earning Eagle, and they even have 
families in the Troop with multiple generations who 
earned the rank of Eagle Scout as a member of Troop 
235.  This is a boy-run troop with a focus on leader-
ship, camping and achievements.

Troop 235 also enjoys the great outdoors and puts BSA 
values and skills into practice in everyday life. They 
have fun together camping, conducting service proj-
ects, and being conservation minded when outdoors.

Highlights of Troop 235
“The Great Outdoors Troop”
We are known as “The Great Outdoors Troop” due to 
the fact that we are a Troop focused on three primary 
activities: Camping, High Adventure, and Service.

Camping
Troop 235 has a campout every month generally during 
the third weekend of the month. Campouts include lo-
cal camping (i.e., “car camping”) in places like Balboa 
Park in San Diego, Joshua Tree, and the Mojave Desert. 
There are also special campouts such as snow camping 
in the Sequoias and the rifle shooting campout. As well, 
the Troop participates in a week-long summer camp at 
a BSA sponsored site such as Emerald Bay on Catalina 
Island, and Camp Whitsett in the high Sierras.

High Adventure
Troop 235 greatly enjoys the outdoors and backpack-
ing. We generally have 1-2 high adventure (i.e., back-
packing) trips each year to places like Philmont Scout 
Ranch, Catalina Island, Trinity River and the Grand 
Canyon. High adventure treks are generally for Scouts 
who are older (i.e., 14 and up) and who have achieved 
the rank of First Class. Additionally, we schedule one 
to two “junior high adventure” treks each year for 
younger Scouts who may not be physically ready for 
longer backpacking treks, but desire a more challeng-
ing wilderness experience.

Service
Troop 235 organizes and participates in regular ser-
vice projects in the community, such as Scouting for 
Food and Leave No Trace. Additionally, the process of 
earning the rank of Eagle Scout involves planning and 
executing a service project in the community, which 
includes several Scouts from the Troop who serve un-
der the leadership of the Scout working toward Eagle.

Rank Advancement
Not only are we a Troop that enjoys fun activities 
outdoors, but we are also committed to helping our 
Scouts advance in rank from Scout to Eagle. As such, 
training and various events are scheduled during Troop 
meetings, campouts, and other special occasions to 
enable Scouts to complete the various requirements 
for rank advancement.

Court of Honor
To honor Scouts who have advanced in rank, as well as 
to acknowledge Scouts who have earned various merit 
badges, the Troop hosts a Court of Honor approxi-
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mately three times each year in September, February, 
and May. Parents (typically mothers) are encouraged 
to wear their “Parent Sash” (which is received at the 
induction Ceremony when a Scout joins Troop 235).
In 2022, Troop 235 sent three crews to BSA National 
High Adventure Base at Philmont Scout Ranch in New 
Mexico where these crews spent 12 days backpacking 
through New Mexico and exploring the beautiful 
campsites there. Our scouts learned a lot of valuable 
life lessons and they built long lasting friendships and 
camaraderie with their crew members. In addition 
to this High Adventure excursion, Troop 235 also 
sent a large contingent of scouts and adults to Camp 
Emerald Bay in Catalina for summer camp. Our scouts 
and adults experienced a great week at Emerald Bay 
including fun group activities including kayaking, 
canoeing and stand up paddle boarding, in addition to 
the scouts earning a number of merit badges at camp. 
Five scouts from our troop completed the Rugged 
Explorers program at Camp Emerald Bay where they 
hiked, biked (mountain bikes) and paddled (canoes) 
more than 70 miles within five days to explore the 
island.

Perhaps you know us from our annual Christmas 
Tree Lot Fundraiser. For over 50 years, our Annual 
Christmas Tree Lot Fundraiser has been a staple in 
Tustin at the corner of Newport Avenue and 17th Street, 
on land generously donated by the Prescott family. 
The Tree Lot is a completely volunteer operation even 
though it runs as efficiently as any business.  The Tree 
Lot is in operation the day after Thanksgiving until 
just before Christmas, and is run entirely by the adults 
and Scouts of Troop 235.  We run all aspects of the lot 
including set-up and construction, tree ordering, tree-
standing, sales, flocking and fire retarding, delivery 
and clean-up.

We are the official supplier of trees to the City of 
Tustin, Boys and Girls Club of Tustin, Larwin Square 
and the Tustin Police Department, as well as many 
other businesses and residents of Tustin and beyond.  
We pride ourselves in selling a quality product and 
in training our Scouts in salesmanship, hard work, 
teamwork, cooperation and leadership.  Our Tree 
Lot operation is one of the highlights of our scouting 
program each year.

For more information about the Christmas Tree Lot 
Fundraiser or for general information about Troop 235, 
visit https://tustin235.mytroop.us/aboutus.
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The Reformation
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Sunday, October 30th is Reformation Sunday, 
celebrating the Day of Reformation that occurred 
on October 31st, 505 years ago. The Lutheran 
Reformation, and subsequently, Lutheran theology, 
was founded upon the Bible as God’s Word and our 
highest authority for Christian thinking and living.  
How did it all begin?

In the little town of Wittenberg, Germany, on October 
31, 1517, Martin Luther, an Augustinian Monk, nailed 
a document to the village church door, challenging 
the church’s leadership to debate some theological 
principles. Later referred to as Luther’s, “Ninety-Five 
Theses,” Luther desired that his church address some 
issues of theology and Biblical truth, particularly, the 
church’s sale of indulgences, which were guarantees 
of escaping purgatory. No one may have noticed then, 
but within the week, copies of his theses would be 
discussed throughout the surrounding regions; and 
within a decade, Europe itself would be shaken by his 
simple act. However, was it Luther’s intention to shake 
up the world and the church? Just what did Luther think 
he was doing at the time? To answer these questions, 
we need to understand a little about Luther’s own 
spiritual journey.

As a young man in Germany at the beginning of the 
sixteenth century, Luther was studying law at the 
university.  One day he was caught in a storm and was 

almost killed by lightening. He cried out to St. Anne 
and promised God he would become a monk. In 1505, 
Luther entered the Augustinian monastery, and in 1507 
became a priest. His monastic leaders sent him to Rome 
in 1510, but Luther was disenchanted with the ritualism 
and dead faith he found in the papal city. There was 
nothing in Rome to mend his despairing spirit or settle 
his restless soul. Consequently, he felt alienated from 
God, and could not seem to find an answer that would 
address his “anfechtung;” a German word for an inner 
anxiety and feeling of hopelessness.

Hoping both to ese his spiritual anxieties, as well as to 
utilized his evident intelligence, Luther’s superiors sent 
him to teach theology at the University of Wittenberg. 
In 1515, he began teaching Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans. Slowly, Paul’s words in Romans began to 
break through the gloom of Luther’s soul.  Luther wrote

My situation was that, although an impeccable 
monk, I stood before God as a sinner troubled 
in conscience, and I had no confidence that 
my merit would assuage him.  Night and day 
I pondered until I saw the connection between 
the justice of God and the statement “the just 
shall live by faith.”  Then I grasped that the 
justice of God is that righteousness by which 
through grace and sheer mercy God justifies 
us through faith. Thereupon I felt myself to 

be reborn and to have gone through 
open doors into paradise.  The whole 
of Scripture took on a new meaning...
This passage of Paul became to me a 
gate to heaven.

The more Luther’s eyes were opened 
by his study of Romans, the more he 
saw the corruption of the church in his 
day. The glorious truth of justification 
by faith alone had become obscured by 
greed, corruption, and false teaching. 
However, as the church sought greater 
and greater reform, the truth of the 
Gospel, that human salvation based 
on God’s grace alone through Christ 
alone, received through faith alone, 
became the doctrine upon which the 
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orthodox, Protestant church now stands!  

What began as a humble desire to debate theological 
concerns, became a world-wide movement that 
reflected the power of God’s Word. As Luther himself 
responded to the leaders of the church in his time, 
when told to recant his writings and teachings, Luther 
replied: 

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the 
Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust 
either in the Pope or in councils alone, since it 
is well known that they have often erred and 
contradicted themselves), I am bound by the 
Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not 
retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right 
to go against conscience. Here I stand. I cannot do 
otherwise.  May God help me. Amen. 

May the church today continue to stand upon the Word 
of God!

Reformation Celebration
Sunday, October 30th

Join us for ONE service at 10:00am on Sunday, October 30th as we celebrate 
Reformation Sunday. This combined worship service will feature all of our music 

ministries: Chancel Choir, Jubilee Bells, Organ and trumpet, 
and our fabulous Praise Band!  

After the service, join us for our annual Oktoberfest celebration and Trunk or Treat!  
We’ll be serving classic Oktoberfest faire on the patio, followed by Trunk or Treat, 

Cake Walks and a variety of fun-filled games for kids of all ages!

Put on your favorite costume and invite your family and friends!   
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Martin Luther and the 95 Theses

Born in Eisleben, Germany, in 1483, Martin Luther 
went on to become one of Western history’s most 
significant figures. Luther spent his early years in 
relative anonymity as a monk and scholar. But in 1517 
Luther penned a document attacking the Catholic 
Church’s corrupt practice of selling “indulgences” to 
absolve sin. His “95 Theses,” which propounded two 
central beliefs—that the Bible is the central religious 
authority and that humans may reach salvation only 
by their faith and not by their deeds—was to spark 
the Protestant Reformation. Although these ideas had 
been advanced before, Martin Luther codified them 
at a moment in history ripe for religious reformation. 
The Catholic Church was ever after divided, and 
the Protestantism that soon emerged was shaped by 
Luther’s ideas. His writings changed the course of 
religious and cultural history in the West.

Early Life

Martin Luther (1483–1546) was born in Eisleben, 
Saxony (now Germany), part of the Holy Roman 
Empire, to parents Hans and Margaretta. Luther’s 
father was a prosperous businessman, and when 
Luther was young, his father moved the family of 10 
to Mansfeld. At age five, Luther began his education 
at a local school where he learned reading, writing 
and Latin. At 13, Luther began to attend a school run 
by the Brethren of the Common Life in Magdeburg. 
The Brethren’s teachings focused on personal piety, 
and while there Luther developed an early interest in 
monastic life.

Did you know? Legend says Martin Luther was 
inspired to launch the Protestant Reformation while 
seated comfortably on the chamber pot. That cannot 
be confirmed, but in 2004 archeologists discovered 
Luther’s lavatory, which was remarkably modern for 
its day, featuring a heated-floor system and a primitive 
drain.

Martin Luther Enters the Monastery

But Hans Luther had other plans for young Martin—he 
wanted him to become a lawyer—so he withdrew him 
from the school in Magdeburg and sent him to new 
school in Eisenach. Then, in 1501, Luther enrolled 
at the University of Erfurt, the premiere university 
in Germany at the time. There, he studied the typical 
curriculum of the day: arithmetic, astronomy, geometry 
and philosophy and he attained a Master’s degree 
from the school in 1505. In July of that year, Luther 
got caught in a violent thunderstorm, in which a bolt 
of lightning nearly struck him down. He considered 
the incident a sign from God and vowed to become a 
monk if he survived the storm. The storm subsided, 
Luther emerged unscathed and, true to his promise, 
Luther turned his back on his study of the law days later 
on July 17, 1505. Instead, he entered an Augustinian 
monastery.

Luther began to live the spartan and rigorous life of a 
monk but did not abandon his studies. Between 1507 
and 1510, Luther studied at the University of Erfurt and 
at a university in Wittenberg. In 1510–1511, he took a 
break from his education to serve as a representative 
in Rome for the German Augustinian monasteries. 
In 1512, Luther received his doctorate and became a 
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professor of biblical studies. Over the next five years 
Luther’s continuing theological studies would lead him 
to insights that would have implications for Christian 
thought for centuries to come.

Martin Luther Questions the Catholic Church

In early 16th-century Europe, some theologians and 
scholars were beginning to question the teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church. It was also around this 
time that translations of original texts—namely, the 
Bible and the writings of the early church philosopher 
Augustine—became more widely available.

Augustine (340–430) had emphasized the primacy of 
the Bible rather than Church officials as the ultimate 
religious authority. He also believed that humans 
could not reach salvation by their own acts, but that 
only God could bestow salvation by his divine grace. 
In the Middle Ages the Catholic Church taught that 
salvation was possible through “good works,” or works 
of righteousness, that pleased God. Luther came to 
share Augustine’s two central beliefs, which would 
later form the basis of Protestantism.

Meanwhile, the Catholic Church’s practice of granting 
“indulgences” to provide absolution to sinners 
became increasingly corrupt. Indulgence-selling had 
been banned in Germany, but the practice continued 
unabated. In 1517, a friar named Johann Tetzel began to 
sell indulgences in Germany to raise funds to renovate 
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

The 95 Theses

Committed to the idea that salvation could be reached 
through faith and by divine grace only, Luther vigorously 
objected to the corrupt practice of selling indulgences. 
Acting on this belief, he wrote the “Disputation on the 
Power and Efficacy of Indulgences,” also known as 
“The 95 Theses,” a list of questions and propositions 
for debate. Popular legend has it that on October 31, 
1517 Luther defiantly nailed a copy of his 95 Theses to 
the door of the Wittenberg Castle church. The reality 
was probably not so dramatic; Luther more likely hung 
the document on the door of the church matter-of-factly 
to announce the ensuing academic discussion around 
it that he was organizing.

The 95 Theses, which would later become the 
foundation of the Protestant Reformation, were written 

in a remarkably humble and 
academic tone, questioning 
ra ther  than  accus ing . 
The overall thrust of the 
document was nonetheless 
quite provocative. The first 
two of the theses contained 
Luther’s central idea, that 
God intended believers to 
seek repentance and that 
faith alone, and not deeds, 
would lead to salvation. The 
other 93 theses, a number of 
them directly criticizing the practice of indulgences, 
supported these first two.

In addition to his criticisms of indulgences, Luther 
also reflected popular sentiment about the “St. Peter’s 
scandal” in the 95 Theses:

Why does not the pope, whose wealth today is greater 
than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build the 
basilica of St. Peter with his own money rather than 
with the money of poor believers?

The 95 Theses were quickly distributed throughout 
Germany and then made their way to Rome. In 1518, 
Luther was summoned to Augsburg, a city in southern 
Germany, to defend his opinions before an imperial diet 
(assembly). A debate lasting three days between Luther 
and Cardinal Thomas Cajetan produced no agreement. 
Cajetan defended the church’s use of indulgences, but 
Luther refused to recant and returned to Wittenberg.

Luther the Heretic

On November 9, 1518 the pope condemned Luther’s 
writings as conflicting with the teachings of the 
Church. One year later a series of commissions were 
convened to examine Luther’s teachings. The first 
papal commission found them to be heretical, but 
the second merely stated that Luther’s writings were 
“scandalous and offensive to pious ears.” Finally, in 
July 1520 Pope Leo X issued a papal bull (public 
decree) that concluded that Luther’s propositions were 
heretical and gave Luther 120 days to recant in Rome. 
Luther refused to recant, and on January 3, 1521 Pope 
Leo excommunicated Martin Luther from the Catholic 
Church.
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On April 17, 1521 Luther appeared before the Diet of 
Worms in Germany. Refusing again to recant, Luther 
concluded his testimony with the defiant statement: 
“Here I stand. God help me. I can do no other.” On 
May 25, the Holy Roman emperor Charles V signed an 
edict against Luther, ordering his writings to be burned. 
Luther hid in the town of Eisenach for the next year, 
where he began work on one of his major life projects, 
the translation of the New Testament into German, 
which took him 10 months to complete.

Martin Luther’s Later Years

Luther returned to Wittenberg in 1521, where the 
reform movement initiated by his writings had grown 
beyond his influence. It was no longer a purely 
theological cause; it had become political. Other 
leaders stepped up to lead the reform, and concurrently, 
the rebellion known as the Peasants’ War was making 
its way across Germany.

Luther had previously written against the Church’s 
adherence to clerical celibacy, and in 1525 he married 
Katherine of Bora, a former nun. They had five 
children. Although Luther’s early writings had sparked 
the Reformation, he was hardly involved in it during his 
later years. At the end of his life, Luther turned strident 
in his views, and pronounced the pope the Antichrist, 
advocated for the expulsion of Jews from the empire 
and condoned polygamy based on the practice of the 
patriarchs in the Old Testament.

Luther died on February 18, 1546.

Significance of Martin Luther’s Work

Martin Luther is one of the most influential figures 
in Western history. His writings were responsible for 
fractionalizing the Catholic Church and sparking the 
Protestant Reformation. His central teachings, that the 
Bible is the central source of religious authority and 
that salvation is reached through faith and not deeds, 
shaped the core of Protestantism. Although Luther was 
critical of the Catholic Church, he distanced himself 
from the radical successors who took up his mantle. 
Luther is remembered as a controversial figure, not 
only because his writings led to significant religious 
reform and division, but also because in later life he 

took on radical positions on other questions, including 
his pronouncements against Jews, which some have 
said may have portended German anti-Semitism; 
others dismiss them as just one man’s vitriol that did 
not gain a following. Some of Luther’s most significant 
contributions to theological history, however, such 
as his insistence that as the sole source of religious 
authority the Bible be translated and made available 
to everyone, were truly revolutionary in his day.
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Altar Guild Ministries
By Patti Sullivan, Altar Guild Coordinator

The Altar Guild members prepare weekly for Red 
Hill Lutheran Church’s 8:30am Traditional service 
and the 10:00am Contemporary service.  The weekly 
preparation includes filling four trays of communion 
cups with wine and white grape juice, preparing the 
items for the altar including flower arrangements, 
filling the candles with oil, changing the paraments, 
cleaning the sanctuary, and polishing the communion 
rail.  
We also prepare the communion tables with clean, 
decorative items.  Because some members, as well as 
guests, enjoy private prayer, Altar Guild ensures that 
the Prayer Chapel is clean, as well. 

As fall approaches, and a new church year 
commences, the month 
of September starts the 
busyness of the coming year.  
Red Hill families return from 
summer break, and Red Hill 
Lutheran church kicks off its 
fall season of activities. 

In October, Red Hill 
celebrates fall with an 
Oktoberfest Festival.  Last 
year, in addition to one, 
combined worship service 
and incredible Oktoberfest-
style food, Red Hill held it’s inagural “Trunk or 
Treat”.  The head of each ministry decorates their car 
with a Halloween or fall theme.  Oktoberfest was a 
great success bringing together community families 
and members to share in the fun.  

November starts by putting a cornucopia on the 
altar for Wednesday services celebrating a spirit of 
Thanksgiving.  Following Thanksgiving, the altar 
guild members and volunteers prepare and decorates 
the sanctuary for Christmas, the birth of Jesus.   

Decorating the sanctuary for Christmas is usually an 
“all hands on deck” process that includes all of the 
Altar Guild members, as well as volunteers.  It is truly 
a special time at Red Hill as we joyfully decorate 
the sanctuary with Christmas trees and ornaments, 
placing red poinsettias on the altar, and bringing out 
the Advent wreath to prepare our hearts and minds for 

the coming of Jesus.

In January, the Altar Guild team continues to prepare 
the sanctuary for Sunday services.

In February and March, we prepare for Holy Week 
beginning with Ash Wednesday throughout Lent.  
The altar guild team again assembles on the Saturday 
before Easter to decorate the sanctuary.  In 2023, 
Easter is April 9th.  The sanctuary is decorated with 
lilies and a garden variety of beautiful and colorful 
flowers for the Easter celebration services.  The 
Easter services begin with the Sunrise Service at 
6:30am outside on the patio courtyard, and at 8:30am 
and 10:00am in the sanctuary.

In May, which includes 
Memorial Day, we decorate 
the communion tables with 
patriotic colors of red, white 
and blue. The American flags 
get placed on the church 
pillars aside the entry aisles.  
Decorating with the flags 
and colors reminds us how 
fortunate we are to be here in 
America and free to worship 
our God.

With the summer months of 
June, July and August, Altar Guild usual operates at a 
slower pace that during the rest of year.   Nonetheless, 
the Altar Guild team prepares for baptisms, as well as 
any weddings that may be schedule.  For baptisms, 
the footed tray gets put out with the pitcher for the 
water, the shell with oil in it, and the baptism candle 
and napkin are placed on the tray.

Weddings are supported by ensuring that the unity 
candles are available and in place, and that communion 
is prepared, if requested.

As you can tell, Altar Guild is busy year round with 
making certain that the sanctuary here at Red Hill 
always reflects the love and reverence we have for 
His church!
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Baptism at Red Hill
Martin Luther said this about Baptism:  

Indeed if I had the matter under my control, I 
would not want God speak to me from heaven or 
appear to me, but I would want—and my daily 
prayers are directed to this end—that I might have 
the proper respect and true appreciation for the 
gift of Baptism.  

So true!  Baptism is the beginning of a life that is 
dedicated to Jesus and Jesus’ teachings and ways.  It is 
through Baptism that God comes to us and washes us, 
joining us to Jesus Christ and to Jesus’ church.  

Are you interested in Baptizing your child?  Are you 
interested in being Baptized yourself?  Perhaps you 
just have some questions about Christian Baptism; 
what it is and what it’s about?  If you answered yes to 
any of these questions then you are invited to take the 
next steps for Baptism at Red Hill.  The next steps are:  
Contact Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, 
Donna Kunz, at the Church Office:  714-544-3131 
ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.org. You will then be 
sent a Baptism packet which includes:

*A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the 
Baptism process.

*Two booklets: “Welcome to the Family” and 
“A Word to My Sponsor” (God Parents).  

*A Baptism registration form.

You are asked to read through these resources and share 
them with your prospective sponsors.  Complete the 
registration form and bring it with you when you meet 
with Pastor Seth, which is the next step:  

After reading the materials, contact the Donna at the 
Church Office to make an appointment to meet with 
Pastor Seth.   

During your meeting with the Pastor, he will provide 
an overview of Christian Baptism and the Service 
of Holy Baptism as administered in the Lutheran 
Church, as well as an opportunity to ask any questions 
you may have from the readings.  After this meeting, 
the Baptism can be scheduled during one of the two 
Sunday morning Worship services. (Sponsors are 
welcome to attend the meeting with Pastor Seth, but 
it is not mandatory)

If you have any questions, contact Donna Kunz or 
Pastor Seth at the church office.  May our Lord guide 
you in this significant step in your Christian life!
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Quilt Sundays Are Coming!
Mark your calendars for this annual event! Sunday, 
October 9th and Sunday October 16th. 
Our hard working quilters continue their ministry and 
it’s nearly time for us to see the fruits of their labors!   
These beautiful, one-of –a-kind, labors of love will be 
displayed for purchase on the patio on both Sunday, 
October 9th, and Sunday, October 16th.  These quilts 
make beautiful gifts and if you need any inspiration, 
well... Christmas is just around the corner and will be 
here before we know it!
A portion of the quilts will once again be donated to 
Lutheran World Relief to aid those less fortunate ahead 
of the cold winter months.  
We are also looking to make the quilts available for 
sale online to those who are currently not attending 
church in person. 
For more information about how to access the online 
sale, please visit our website. 
Red Hill is grateful to the following women who 
work year round sewing these beautiful quilts: Carol 
Hill, Laurie Henry, Debbie Hays, Patty Sullivan, Kari 
Rigoni, Carmen Gogosha Rosa Dalton,Valerie Bro  
oks,Terri Holte, Nancy Pace, and Sheila Feher. 
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Congregational Care, Prayer and Share
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As we begin a new ministry year, the spiritual, 
emotional, and physical care of our congregation will 
continue to be one of our highest priorities.  The goal 
of the Congregational Care ministry at Red Hill is to 
provide spiritual care for those facing life’s challenges, 
and to equip our faith community to express mercy and 
care for one another.  

In times of crisis, grief, transition, and confusion, 
we believe and trust that God is with us and will 
never abandon us.  God works through His church, 
empowering us to be His hands and hearts that reach 
out to others.  The Pastors, staff and volunteers of our 
church, will offer appropriate care, prayer, and support 
for you through the difficult and painful moments of 
life.  Here are the ways that our church will care for 
you:

Pastoral Care
Often, difficult and painful times of life happen 
suddenly.  At other times, we may know in advance 
that a life-change or challenge is approaching.  You are 
encouraged to call the Church Office (Pastor) when:

•	 You are anticipating or have experienced 
the death of someone near to you. 

•	 You or someone in your family is sick, 
hospitalized, and/or will be having surgery  
       (Hospital/home visitations). 

•	 A child is born.  We can visit in order to 
welcome and bless this new life and gift 
from God! 

•	 You are struggling with a significant 
decision about health care and faith. 

•	 You lose a job, home, important 
relationship, and/or facing a significant 
transition in your life. 

•	 You are deeply questioning your faith.  

In addition to meeting with one of the Pastors to 
explore your situation and needs, we also have referrals 
to competent, Christian Counselors and other resources 
for longer-term counseling or spiritual direction. 

Contact:  Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant to the 
Senior Pastor Donna Kunz at 714-544-3131 etx.100 
or dkunz@redhillchurch.org.   

Deacon Ministry Team
At Red Hill, we desire to be a church that expresses 
mercy and care for others—inside and outside our 
church.  While every Christian is considered a priest 
(1 Peter 2.9) and is expected to offer mercy to their 
neighbor, historically the church has called, trained, 
and set-aside, certain leaders who have spiritual gifts 
of mercy.  In the New Testament, these leaders were 
known as Deacons, taken from the Greek word, 
diakonos, which means “servant.”  These servants, or 
Deacons, were charged with caring for the needs of 
the local church through acts of mercy and kindness.

At Red Hill, the responsibilities of the Deacon Team 
are:

•	 Visitation of our members who are 
hospitalized and/or homebound; Bringing 
Holy Communion to those who are unable 
to attend weekly Worship at Red Hill.

•	 Anointing with Holy Oil and praying with 
and for those who are in need of prayer for 
any reason.

•	 Sitting with someone and talking about 
life issues and challenges such as losing a 
job, a difficult relationship, or significant 
changes in one’s life.

•	 With staff assistance and church resources, 
helping church members with possible 
financial needs and concerns.

If you would like to serve as a Deacon, you are 
invited to contact Pastor Seth to discuss the next 
steps in this process.  

If you have any questions about Congregational 
Care, need a Deacon to connect with you, or would 
like to serve in this ministry you can contact:  Pastor 
Seth Britton at 714-544-3131 ext.110/sbritton@
redhillchurch.org, or Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant 
to the Senior Pastor Donna Kunz at 714-544-3131 
etx.100/dkunz@redhillchurch.org.   
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Flower Ministry
Every Sunday, flowers are given by Red Hill members 
in honor or memory of an important person in their lives.  
After Worship, Sheila Feher and Sarah Chamberlain 
take those flowers to the homes and hospitals of those 
facing illness and at times, celebrations of life.      

If you are interested in serving in one of these 
ministries, you can contact Pastor Seth at the church 
office.  You could be used by God to ensure that our 
congregation is a congregation that cares!    

Prayer and Care
Red Hill Lutheran Church offers a variety of 
opportunities for you to share prayer requests for 
yourself and for those dear to you.  Additionally, these 
are also opportunities for you to open your heart and 
offer prayers to support our members and friends at 
Red Hill.

•	 Worship “Connection Cards.” (In the 
sanctuary and online)  On the “Connection 
Card” there is a place to request prayers. You 
have the options having your prayers requests 
included in the weekly Worship folder/and/or 
forwarded to our Prayer Team, or restricted to 
pastoral prayer.

•	 Cordon of Prayer.  This “prayer chain” has 
been an instrument of intercessory petitions at 
Red Hill for 47 years!  Current members revive 
prayer requests via email, praying daily for 
those in need.  Prayer requests for the Cordon 
of Prayer can be given to the church office by 
contacting Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant 
to the Senior Pastor at 714.544.3131 ext.100 
or dkunz@redhillchurch.org, who will then 
forward the requests to the Cordon.  

Please note that all prayer groups abide by 
rules of confidentiality.    

We are thankful for, and blessed by, those who 
faithfully support their faith community through the 
use of our congregational care and prayer ministries!   

“Welcome to Our Church!”   
As we begin a new church year, we will continue to 
strive to create an inviting, hospitable atmosphere in 
our church, particularly on Sunday mornings.  As we 
consider what it means to be a hospitable community, 
I thought I would again share the following article 
with you.  The author, Greg Atkinson, writes from the 
perspective of a guest to a local church.   Atkinson 
writes:

I’ve found there are some reasons that I will tell a 
church I would not return for a second visit, and some 
may be news to you.  Whether I’m working with a 
church plant of 60 people or a mega church of over 
15,000, some things are universal and should be present 
regardless of church size….

The Front Door
Before a guest ever steps foot on your church’s physical 
campus, he or she has probably already checked out 
your church website.  What every church should have 
clearly visible on their homepage is a section or button 
for first-time guests.  Once clicked on, this should 
take you to a page that addresses FAQs, service times, 
directions, parking instructions (is there a side of the 
building that is better to park on if one has kids?), 
what to expect (upbeat music and relevant, practical, 
biblical preaching in a come as you are atmosphere, 
etc.), what to wear (are jeans OK? are shorts OK?), and 
encouragement for them to be sure to stop by Guest 
Central or your church’s Information Booth to pick up 
a first-time guest packet.

 What Stinks?
It’s important that no church ever underestimates the 
sense of smell...Mold is a bad smell.  Coffee is a good 
smell.  Bleach is a bad smell.  Citrus is a good smell.  
Many churches have restrooms that are disgusting and 
smell bad.  This lack of attention to detail can be costly 
and discourage many from ever returning.

Park Here
…Every growing church should have is someone who 
is constantly watching is parking…Visitor Parking is 
so crucial.  If it’s difficult for newcomers to go to your 
church, they won’t go…Of course, some want to go 
unnoticed and will choose to park in regular parking 
(a minority), but for the rest of newcomers, they are 
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appreciative for a close parking space; it’s a kind 
gesture in an already intimidating and nerve-racking 
experience of attending a church for the first time, 
especially a large one with a huge campus.

This Way, Parents
One way to assure guests will not return is to have 
a confusing, long or hard to find process for getting 
their kids registered and in the right classroom.  Wise 
churches have signs for first-time guest kids’ check-
in and make the process quick and painless.  Regular 
attendees may know to go up to the check-in kiosk 
and enter their phone number or swipe their card, but 
guests will be clueless and need a manned station that 
is clearly marked for guests with a volunteer to walk 
them through the registration.  Then have that person or 
another helper walk you to your kid’s class, explaining 
what will be going on and how to go about picking 
their kids back up…Signage for the kids check-in 
should start in the entryway of the guest parking.  Do 
not assume people know where to go once they enter 
the building.

Give It Away
Something subtle but powerful is a church that has 
a generous spirit…If you want to bless people and 
create a generous spirit throughout your church, give 
away free coffee and message CDs (and other surprises 
throughout the year).

Security Counts
One issue that is huge to a secret shopper and visiting 
families is security.  If a parent is worried about their 
child’s safety, they will not enjoy the service and will 
likely not return.  A children’s classroom must be clean, 
safe and secure.  Security also includes the check-out 
process.  If anyone can walk into a classroom and pick 
up a kid, you’re asking for trouble and will turn off 
potential newcomers.  It’s important that your kids’ 
volunteers are trained well and know to ask for the 
parent’s [information]…when picking up their kids.

The Visible Pastor
Accessibility of the senior pastor is another subtle and 
powerful statement of a church.  Even pastors of the 
largest churches in America make an intentional and 
strategic effort to be seen, greeted and hugged after 
a service.  They may have a bodyguard present for 
security reasons, but they are available and willing 

to pray with people that need to speak to their pastor.  
Some churches have a designated “Guest Central”…
Some have a “Meet and Greet”…Some pastors stand 
down at the altar and meet and pray with people… 

Finish Strong
It’s simply not enough for greeters and parking lot 
attendants to say “Hello” or “Welcome” when one 
walks into their church.  To go to another level, have 
your first impressions team stationed at their posts 
when the service ends to say “Goodbye” or “Have 
a nice week.”  This goes a long way to wrapping a 
bow around the entire morning experience and will 
send them off with a lasting positive impression….Do 
these eight things and you’ll see a greater return and 
higher percentage of second- and third-time guests.
What do you think?
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       Dates to Remember

September 18th, Fall Ministry Kick-Off

October 9th and 16th , Quilt Sundays

October 30th, Reformation Sunday, One Service at 10:00am
Followed by an Oktoberfest Celebration and Trunk or Treat

November 6th, Daylight Saving Time Ends

November 11th, Veteran’s Day, Red Hill Campus Closed

November 23rd, Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
7:00pm in the Sanctuary

November 24th, Thanksgiving
Red Hill Campus Closed November 24th and 25th

 

 


