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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5

Dear Friends,

As we publish this edition of The Vine, our church is in the midst of the season of Advent. During the 
Advent season, we wait for the “arrival” (advent) of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. At Christmas, our 
Holy God was born a human so that He could be with us; leading, guiding, and loving us all the way 
through death on a cross. The Resurrection on Easter confirmed that forgiveness and new life—renewal—is 
now possible! One day, He will “arrive” again, and this earth will be finally transformed into the new heaven 
and earth promised by God!     

As a church, we live “in-between” these two Advents: Jesus’ first coming at Christmas and His promised 
second coming in the future. Our ministry and mission as a community of faith in this time and place, is to 
become and be the people of God—His church, being transformed day-by-day into Christ-likeness, so that 
we can love and serve God and others. 

As you read through this edition of The Vine, remember that you matter to God—and to us!  The ministries 
and events of our church and school reflected in this edition—past, present, and future—are offered for you, 
so that you can deepen your relationship with God and with one another! My prayer as your pastor is that 
when Jesus comes again, His second advent, He will find us doing what He did for us—loving God and 
others to the glory of our Heavenly Father! I hope you enjoy this issue of “The Vine!”

May you have a blessed Advent, a Merry Christmas, and Very Happy New Year! 

Thankful for you!

Pastor Seth    
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Well, here we go!  The Advent and Christmas 
seasons are upon us, quickly followed by New Years 
Day and a brand new year!  As circumstances and 
life returns to somewhat regular routines, so will 
holiday shopping, parties, school programs, family 
gatherings, and, of course, church events!  While I 
concur with Andy Williams that Christmas is “the 
most wonderful time of the year…” this time of the 
year can also be a time of frenetic rushing and stress, 
a time when we feel overwhelmed with all that we 
have to do. Of course, the true irony of all of this 
is that we can miss what this time of year is really 
all about: The coming of our Savior who promises 
PEACE to all.   Do you need peace in your life right 
now?
 
One of the themes we see 
all throughout Scripture 
is that God works in and 
through the overwhelming 
moments in our lives; 
the  t imes when our 
l ives are challenged 
and changed, when our 
plans are interrupted by 
circumstances beyond 
ou r  con t ro l  ( sound 
familiar?)  Sometimes 
life, our choices and the 
choices of others, interrupts our plans and sometimes 
God Himself interrupts our plans. And yet, we can 
so easily forget that God works best in and through 
interrupted plans! 

I do not have to tell any of you, that this past nearly 
two years has been a time of disruption, upheaval, and 
challenge! As we prepare for Christmas this year, as 
well as the upcoming New Year, I can’t help but think 
about what it must have been like for Mary and Joseph 
during the days leading up to Jesus’ birth. Disruption, 
upheaval, and challenge can certainly describe their 
lives as well! They had plans of marrying, raising a 
family, and making a life in first-century Nazareth. 
However, an Angel showed up one day and, well, 
changed their plans. Saint Luke describes the scene:

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.28And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she 
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried 
to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be…” 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God” (Luke 1.26-29). 

Manny scholars believe that when this happened 
to Mary she was likely 
in her middle teens. In 
the first century, Ancient 
Near Eastern world, 
marriages were arranged. 
A man would be picked 
out for a woman and 
when the time came 
they would be married. 
Scripture tells us that 
Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph; a legally binding 
relationship leading to 
marriage. However, a 
sexual relationship was 

not permitted until after the marriage ceremony. So 
here is Mary, a young teenage, peasant girl betrothed 
to a man who was to be her husband. So far, so good!  
And then, an angel shows up one day and says to her, 
“You are going to have a baby—but not with Joseph!  
Well, really, the angel said it this way: 

… “‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God” 31And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his father David…” (Luke 1.30b-32)

How would you react to that kind of news?  I can 
imagine Mary thinking to herself, “How in the world 
am I going to explain this one?”  Who in the world 
is going to believe me?” Maybe she started to think 
through the implications of all this?  “How can I tell 
this to my parents?  To Joseph?  To my friends?”  

Perhaps Mary did what we all tend to do: Go 
immediately to the worse case scenario: “Joseph is 
going to probably leave me.  My parents are going to 
doubt me.  The community is going to disgrace me. 
My reputation is shot. (In those days you could be 
stoned for immorality.)  I may lose my life.  This is a 
disaster in the making.”  To say the least, Mary was 
likely overwhelmed.  

What do you do when you’re overwhelmed?  As we 
enter into the time of year when Psychologists tell us 
that incidents of depression increases; financial experts 
tell us that personal debt increases; and sociologists tell 
us that the longing for family, community, and love 
increases, what do we do?  Where do we go?  I believe 
we can do the very same things that Mary did.  It does 
not matter if we are overwhelmed by debt, sorrow, 
fatigue, stress, and/or multiple responsibilities.  We 
can do the same three things that Mary did when she 
received some life-changing, life-interrupting news. 
(By the way, it is worth noting that we tend to do the 
exact opposite in overwhelming circumstances and 
anxiety!)  We can: 

Let Go of Our Need to Control the Situation and 
Outcomes. 
Typically, the greater the feeling of being out of control, 
the more overwhelmed we feel and the more we tend to 
try harder, increase our efforts, and attempt to control 
the situation(s) even more.  Sometimes this is called, 
“Micromanaging.”  So much of the stress in our lives 
is caused by this desire to micromanage everything, to 
control everything, to be the manager of the universe.  
The harder we try to control the things that are 
uncontrolled in our lives, the more overwhelmed and 
frustrated we will feel.  

The fact is most of our life is out of our control and 
much of life we can’t figure out.  The Bible calls life 
“a mystery.”  Perhaps you have heard the saying, 
“Life is not a problem to be solved but a mystery to 
be explored?”  God intentionally doesn’t tell us certain 
things about life. Why?  I believe it is because He 
wants us to rely on Him, to depend on Him. In Luke 
1:34 Mary asked the Angel, “How will this be…since 
I am a virgin?” Mary’s reaction is our reaction. We, 
like Mary, ask the “But, how” question when we feel 
overwhelmed: “How can this happen?” “How am I 
going to get through this?” “How in the world am I 
going to make that payment?” “How am I going to get 
that person to love me again?”  Notice, Mary’s question 
was not met with judgment but with truth. The angel’s 
answer to Mary is God’s answer to us as well: “For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” (Luke 1.37)  

Christmastime is Here!
By. Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

Often, God will take us right up to a point where we 
are forced to recognize that, while this situation is 
beyond our control or too challenging for us, nothing 
is too challenging for God! Every day, we need to 
surrender control to God, letting God run the universe 
instead of us. So if you’re feeling overwhelmed, or out 
of control today, be prepared: God may be just about 
ready to bless you!  

In Psalm 138:8, the Bible says: “The Lord will fulfill 
his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, 
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your 
hands.”  God was going to work out His plans through 
Mary’s life.  God will work out His 
plans for your life as well! Mary 
ultimately surrendered to God’s plan: 
“And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her (Luke 
1.38).  The second thing we can do 
in the midst of life’s challenges and 
changes is…

Allow Others to Help Us and Support 
Us.  
One of the ways we let go of control 
over situations is when we begin to let other people 
help us out.  Again, this is the opposite of what we tend 
to do. When we are hurt, stressed, or frustrated, we tend 
to withdraw from relationships. As a pastor, I can tell 
you this is one of the most painful parts of my ministry. 
I notice some of our folks are not in Worship, at Bible 
studies, groups, and church life, and I call them and 
they tell me they are going through rough times and 
just can’t make it to church. Or, they are angry about 
something in the church or at me, and consequently 
they cut-off or change churches. And yet, church, our 
spiritual community, is what we need the most in a 
crisis; other people loving you, supporting you, and 
praying for you! A community where we can work 
through our conflicts and misunderstandings. This is 
what Mary did. Look at Luke 1.39-40: 

“In those days Mary arose and went with haste 
into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth (Luke 1.39-40).  

Elizabeth was Mary’s cousin. Elizabeth was married to 
a priest, Zachariah, which meant she was a very godly 
woman who could pray for Mary. Also, Elizabeth was 
an older woman, a woman who had a lot more life 
experience than Mary and could give wise direction 
and counsel. Finally, Elizabeth was also pregnant. In 
fact, Elizabeth was pregnant with her own miracle 
pregnancy. She and her husband had been childless 
throughout their lives, yet, God had a plan! In this case, 
God blessed this couple naturally (this wasn’t a virgin 
birth). Elizabeth was carrying Jesus’ cousin, and His 
forerunner, John the Baptist.

Isn’t it incredible that what Mary 
received from Elizabeth, our church 
family can offer as well?  For 
example, when you’re going through 
difficult seasons and circumstances, 
you need to find someone who, like 
Mary found in Elizabeth, is a strong 
believer. There are times when it 
may be hard to believe that God has 
our lives in His control, so we need 
someone to believe for us, to help us 
through the dark times.  Likewise, 
in our church family, we can find 
people who are older, wiser, and 

more experienced in spiritual and life matters.  We 
can receive their counsel and wisdom.  And, when we 
are feeling lost and confused, we need an “Elizabeth” 
who has gone through what we are going through and 
understands what it is like to go through what you may 
be going through. 

For example, someone who has lost a spouse and has 
grieved that loss can reach out to someone who has 
just lost their spouse. All of these “ministry points” are 
available in our church. However, we have to allow 
someone to help us and not cut-off from the community 
of faith. Finally, Mary did one more thing:  

We Let God Give Us Strength. 
Consider this; some of us know that God will give us 
strength but we won’t let Him. What? Some of us are 
very responsible people. We care deeply for others and 
want what best for them. We work hard and strive to 
succeed.  All of this is good—to a point.  And, that’s 
the point!  We are back to point #1; trying to control 
what we can’t.  We may even add a touch of “religion:” 

“The Bible says ‘The Lord helps those who help 
themselves.’” No, God didn’t say that! Ben Franklin 
said that. Do you wonder why this statement isn’t in the 
Bible? Because the Bible says the exact opposite: It’s 
not up to you. It’s up to God. God says, “Let Me help 
you. Why won’t you allow Me to help you?”  There are 
over 7000 promises in the Bible. There are hundreds 
of them where God says, “I’ll help you if you let Me.” 
One of the reasons why I continually encourage you 
to spend time in Scripture is so that you hear and trust 
all of God’s promises to you!  

I believe one reason why Mary, this young, peasant 
girl, continued forward was because she believed the 
promises of God. She knew them and she claimed 
them. Elizabeth, upon hearing Mary call to her 
said: “For behold, when the sound of your greeting 
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord” (Luke 1.44-45).  Mary had the promises of God 
in her heart. Those promises gave Mary strength and 
those promises can give us strength as well.  

One of those great promises we can hold on to in 
difficult and dark times is given in Isaiah 43:2:

“When you pass through deep waters, I will 
be with you.  Your troubles will not overwhelm 
you.  When you pass through the fire you will 
not be burned.  The hard trials that come will 
not hurt you.”  

No matter what the circumstances, God is with us—no 
exceptions!  

My prayer for you as we end another year and begin 
a new one, is that you do what Mary did when life 
is “interrupted:” Let go of control, let others help 
you, and let God give you strength.  As you choose 
to do these three things, you may find yourself 
developing the attitude of Micah.  Micah was an Old 
Testament prophet and he too went through a period 
of overwhelming despair. Micah said: 

“Woe is me!  For I have become as when the 
summer fruit has been gathered, as when the 
grapes have been gleaned: there is no cluster to 
eat, no first-ripe fig that my soul desires…7But 
as for me, I will look to the Lord; I will wait 
for the God of my salvation; my God will 
hear me” (Micah 7.1, 7). 

May you watch in hope for the Lord, and wait for God 
your savior. I promise you—He will hear you and will 
be with you, so that you, like Mary, will rejoice in God 
your Savior!
May God’s grace and peace be with you!

In Jesus’ love,

Pastor Seth  
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 Waiting…  Anticipating…  Excitement…  Preparing 
By Cyndi Tully, Church and School Administrator

As a child I thought the fun colors, new banners and 
pretty lights were my church just getting ready for 
Christmas.  I would look forward to the day when all 
the parties, concerts and programs were done.  We three 
kids – my brother and sister and I -  would wake up 
early and wait in front of the Christmas tree for Dad 
to wake up and call our grandparents.  Once that was 
done, the unwrapping could begin!  Most kids think 
this is what Advent is about when the pastor says 
“anticipate Christ’s coming”.  

As a young adult I learned a new way to look at this 
time of year.  

Advent is not so much about waiting for the Baby 
Jesus to come, but waiting for the King of Kings to 
come AGAIN.  Jesus said He would come again, like 
a thief in the night.  We will not know the day – ” 36 
“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
only” (Matthew 24:36).  

While we wait, He calls us to prepare for His coming.  
In the parable of the “Ten Virgins” (Matthew 25:1-
13) Jesus calls Himself the bridegroom and we, the 
maidens, are waiting for him.  This image has stayed 
with me.  

Picture this, a main street in a small town, USA, all 
decorated with Christmas lights, garland, large candy 
canes and everything sparkling.  I grew up in such 
a town and the street was Main Street, which was 
renamed every December to Candy Cane Lane.  It is 
a magical place.  Everyone is waiting for the event to 
begin. All with candles and gifts and enjoying each 

other’s company.  As the night goes on, people get 
tired of waiting and head home.  

You, as one of the servers, candle lighters, waiters, 
all the people waiting and watching as the guests 
start to leave, knowing that something amazing is 
coming.  You tell people the main event is still to come 
but the people leave anyway.  This is the Christian 
life.  Waiting for the main event and telling friends, 

neighbors and everyone that will listen that it 
is worth preparing for.

Then HE comes!  The one we have all been 
waiting for!  The Main Event!  And some 
people miss it.  Because you waited, you get 
to serve Him!  You chat, laugh, and get invited 
to sit at His table.  Over all, you have the best 
night you could imagine.  This is what Advent 
is all about.  This is what we are preparing and 
anticipating.  Jesus Christ, coming AGAIN.

Enjoy Advent and Merry Christmas!

“Joy to the World, the Lord has Come”
By Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship

Joy to the world, the Lord has come...
This song lyric was penned by hymn writer Isaac 
Watts in 1719. It was based on Psalm 96 and Psalm 
98. It speaks of singing a new song to the Lord and 
how all of creation joins in on the chorus. Whether 
you are a fan of old hymns or you like the most current 
song on Christian radio, it is truly good news that the 
Lord Has Come. It’s been creatively sung and played 
in many different ways. Regardless of the expression, 
You have the opportunity to sing to the Lord. Singing 
to the Lord goes back a long way… and it’s not just 
“we” who sing, but God also joins in the chorus. 
Remember, Psalm 22 says that “God inhabits the 
praise of his people” and Zephaniah 3 says that “He 
(God) will rejoice over you with singing.” What an 
incredible thought. 

Music and singing has been part of our Christian 
tradition and an inheritance that we have been given 
to bring into the future in new (and old) ways. As we 
move into this winter season, in which we celebrate 
the Incarnation (Christmas Joy!), it is our hope to sing 
the truths of scripture, and with them to move hearts 
and minds into a deepening experience of God. 

One of the difficult tasks of the Contemporary Praise 
Band during Christmas is to not ruin the Christmas 
Hymns by deviating too much from the originals, but 
also not just singing them as we have been handed 
them (as beautiful as they are in their original form). 
We take prayerful time and energy to keep the spirit 
of the original tune and to give it a modern twist. 
Regardless of your opinion of our version – and many 
of you will surely let me know if we’ve done a decent 
version of it – is to sing to the Lord. He is the one 
worthy of our praise. He is the one who entered into 
humanity and has defeated the power of sin and death 
on our behalf. He is the one to live lives that sing the 
Love he has for the world. 

During this Christmas season, we pray that you 
experience the Joy that came into the World, and it 
is our hope that we can be part of your Christmas 
soundtrack this year. 
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Advent and Christmas Sermon Series
“The Cast of Christmas”

By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
The word “Advent” derives from the Latin ‘Adventus,’ 
meaning “Coming,” or “Arrival.”  The Advent season 
is the beginning of a new liturgical year (in the Western 
churches) and encompasses a brief, four-week span of 
time from the fourth Sunday before Christmas, until 
the celebration of the birth of our Lord (Christmas).  
During Advent, we wait and watch for the “coming” 
and “arrival” of Jesus Christ.
Advent guides us through the Biblical story of hope 
and expectation for the long-awaited Messiah; God’s 
chosen servant who will set the world right.  In order 
to accomplish this task, Advent looks back at the 
birth of Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promised 
Messiah and forward to the 
promised second coming 
of Jesus to consummate 
the divine promise of a 
healed world.  Advent 
provides opportunities for 
the church to articulate 
the deep yearnings and 
hopes of human beings for 
salvation and wholeness in 
this in-between time of the 
first and second coming 
(advent) of Jesus. The 
Church Father Augustine 
wrote this about the dual-
focus of Advent: 

The first coming of Christ the Lord, God’s son 
and our God, was in obscurity; the second will 
be in the sight of the whole world.  When he 
came in obscurity no one recognized him but 
his own servants; when he comes openly he 
will be known by both good people and bad.  
When he came in obscurity, it was to be judged; 
when he comes openly it will be to judge. 

During this Advent and Christmas season, we will 
examine, The Cast of Christmas;” the stories of those 
whom God used to point toward and carry out, the birth 
of Jesus Christ! In this Advent and Christmas series, 
we will explore this dual-reality that God has come 
near to us in the birth of Jesus Christ and, one day, 
He will come near again as King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords!  In this in-between time, Jesus remains near 
to us through His Holy Spirit, Word, and Sacraments.  
We will hear how His coming near has changed, and 
continues to change, the course of human history, 
transforming the world and our lives!  
Additionally, each week’s “character” and theme 
will reflect the traditions associated with the Advent 
Wreath. A wreath consisting of four candles in a circle, 
with the “Christ Candle” in the middle of the wreath. 
Each candle reflects the message and power of the 
Christmas story: Hope, Faith/Love, Joy, and Peace. As 
Biblical scholar and author, Scott Hahn writes:

What could be more familiar than the 
Christmas story—and 
yet what could be more 
extraordinary?  The cast 
of characters is strange 
and exotic: shepherds 
and magicians,  an 
emperor and a despot, 
angels, and a baby who 
is Almighty God.  Yet, 
the strangeness of it all 
calls for an explanation, 
one that makes the 
familiar fresh again.1

In  a  season  of ten 
marked by frenzied 

busyness, Advent is an opportunity to set aside time to 
prepare our hearts and place our focus on a far greater 
story than our own—the story of God’s redeeming love 
for you and our world! Join us for…   
November 28th (Advent 1): “The Prophets” 
December 5th (Advent 2): “The Magi” 
December 12th (Advent 3): “The Shepherds” 
December 19th (Advent 4): “The Angels” 
December 24th (Christmas Eve): “The Cast of 

Christmas”
December 25th (Christmas Day): “The Meaning of 

Christmas”
December 26th (Christmas 1): “It’s Still Christmas!” 

1 Scott Hahn. Joy to the World: How Christ’s Coming Changed Every-
thing and Still Does (New York: Crown Publishing, 2014).

New Year Sermon Series
(January-February 2022)
“90” 
At the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus said that 
“The Kingdom of God is at hand…” (Mark 1.15). The 
Kingdom of God is the “range of God’s effective, will, 
where what God wants done is done!”2 It is the “dome” 
under which God is King! 

At the center of Jesus’ kingdom ministry and mission 
was His message that through His life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension, God has definitively and 
distinctly come to save, redeem, and transform His 
people and the world! Jesus is the embodiment of the 
Kingdom of God. Jesus invites us to enter into the 
“Kingdom life;” a life of discipleship; a life of learning 
from Him how to live our lives.  

Through this series, we will take a “journey” with 
Jesus over a ninety-day period in His earthly life, 
exploring His kingdom mission; the events, teachings, 
and promises that reflected Jesus’ salvific Kingdom. 
From the time He stepped onto the pages of history 
in His birth in Bethlehem, to the beginning of His 
ministry as an adult, culminating in crucifixion and 
ultimate resurrection from the dead, Jesus came not 
simply to establish another religion or moral system. 
Jesus came to bring in God’s kingdom reign on earth 
as it is in heaven! And, Jesus is very clear—the life 
of a disciple is a life of commitment to Him and His 
cause—redeeming and reconciling this fallen and 
broken world. The themes and stories we will explore 
in our message series “90,” we will be:  

January 2nd: “For the World”  
January 9th: (Baptism of Jesus): “Upside Down”  
January 16th: “Fish Tricks”
January 23rd: “New World Order” 
January 30th: “Greater Indeed” 
February 6th: “Nic at Night” 
February 13th: “Leading Great” 
February 20th: “The One Commandment” 
February 27th: “The Transfiguration” 
March 2nd: Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) 
“A Reality Check” 

Start the New Year off right—in church!  

2  Definition from theologian and scholar, Dr. Dallas Willard.  

Emotionally Healthy Discipleship 
(EHD) Course

Sunday, January 9th through Sunday, February 20th

 (No class Sunday, January 30th)
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary

At Red Hill, our task is to make disciples of Jesus. 
Discipleship is first a response—a response to the call 
of God through the Holy Spirit to follow Jesus as Lord 
and Savior. Jesus made following Him possible through 
His life, death, and resurrection. Second, discipleship 
is a life-long commitment to Jesus and His way of 
living. As such, discipleship encompasses our whole 
selves: Body, mind, spirit, and soul. Consequently, 
spiritual maturity, another way of describing growing 
as a disciple of Jesus, encompasses our thinking as 
well as our emotions. This is why one of our core 
values is to integrate emotional health with our 
discipleship.  Emotional health and spiritual maturity 
are inseparable.  
If you are interested in learning more about EHD, 
join Pastor Seth for the next, “Emotionally Healthy 
Discipleship Course (Formally, “Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality”).  EHD is a commitment to the whole 
person—body, mind, and soul, through every stage 
of life.  Emotional health involves our relationships 
with God and others, focusing on how our needs, 
vulnerabilities, patterns of communication, and ways of 
understanding our emotions impact those relationships. 
Emotional Health flows from one’s identity in Jesus 
Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit transforming 
the deep places in the soul, where our true self, as 
created in the image of God, exists (Matthew 5.21-48; 
Ephesians 2.11-22).  In this class we will explore the 
Biblical concepts:

•	 The Problem of Emotionally Unhealthy 
Spirituality

•	 Know Yourself that You May Know God
•	 Go Back to Go Forward
•	 Journey through the Wall
•	 Enlarge Your Soul through Grief and Loss
•	 Discover the Rhythms of the Daily Office
•	 Grow into an Emotionally Mature Adult
•	 Go the Next Step to Develop a “Rule of Life” 

Please join us as we continue to grow as disciples 
of Jesus and glorify Him through our lives and 
relationships!  
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The Season of Epiphany
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As we complete the Advent and Christmas season 
and festivities, beginning in January, we enter into 
the season of Epiphany.  The term “epiphany” comes 
from the Greek word meaning “appearance” or 
“manifestation.”  In early church history, the feast 
of Epiphany originally celebrated the birth of Jesus.  
However, as the church established December 25th 
as the day to celebrate Jesus’ birth, Epiphany was 
designated as the event that manifested Jesus as the Son 
of God, the Savior of the world.  In Eastern Christianity, 
Epiphany was appointed the day to celebrate the 
baptism of Jesus.  In the Western churches, Epiphany 
became the day to celebrate the manifestation of Jesus 
through three great, Biblical events: The visit of the 
Magi, the baptism of Jesus, and the marriage feast in 
Cana, where Jesus turned water into wine.
The day of Epiphany is always January 6th (For 
Lutherans, the Sunday following Epiphany is celebrated 
as the “Baptism of our Lord” and the “First Sunday 
after the Epiphany”).  The season of Epiphany brings 
us to the end of the Advent and Christmas cycles in our 
Church Year, completing their rhythms of expectation 
and fulfillment.  During Epiphany, our focus turns 
toward the purpose and reason for the birth of this 
child: He has come to be the Savior for all people!  
This central truth, that Jesus has been manifested to 
all and for all people, is the theme of Epiphany.  It is 
during the Epiphany season that we are to:   

…celebrate the revelation of Christ to the 
Gentiles—that is, to all nations.  Some Christian 
traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on 
this day:  the magi’s adoration of the Christ 
child, Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and 
his first miracle, in which he changes water 
into wine.  The Word and Sacraments are for us 
the great epiphany of God’s grace and mercy.  
We go forth to witness to the light that shines 
brightly in our midst.1

In the history of the Western Church, the primary focus 
during the Epiphany season is on the story of the Magi 
and their visit to the Christ child.  While often, the story 
of the Magi is associated with the Christmas story, the 
coming of the Magi likely happened much later after 
Jesus’ birth. As scholar and Christian theologian Robert 
1 Sundays and Seasons, Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2012. 

Webber notes:
In the Western church…the day of Epiphany…
is always a celebration of the coming of the wise 
men who brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
to Jesus…Even as our Christmas spirituality was 
shaped by the dominant theme of the incarnation, 
so now our Epiphany spirituality will be shaped 
by the overriding theme of Christ’s manifestation 
as Savior of the world.2

The coming of the Magi to see the child Jesus is only 
mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel (Matthew 2:1–12). 
The word “Magi” comes from the Greek word 
“mágos” (it’s plural is “mágoi”) which is transliterated 
as “magi” (“wise men”).  From the definitions and 
the descriptions provided in Matthew’s Gospel, the 
Magi were probably Persian priest-astrologers who 
could interpret the stars, particularly the significance 
of the star that proclaimed the birth of the Messiah.  
One of Matthew’s purposes in composing his Gospel 
was to show how Jesus fulfilled all of the messianic 
prophecies from the Old Testament.  It is in the very 
beginning of his Gospel that Matthew records that 
these Magi were guided by a star in the sky.  Balaam 
prophesied about the coming Messiah marked by a star: 

“I see him, though not now; I behold him, 
though not near: A star shall advance from 
Jacob and a staff shall rise from Israel...” 
(Numbers 24:17). 

Of course, the Magi were not Jewish sages.  As non-
Jews they were Gentiles. Psalm 72 speaks of how the 
Gentiles will come to worship the Messiah: 

“The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer 
gifts, the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring 
tribute. All kings shall pay Him homage; all 
nations shall serve Him” (Psalms72:10-11).   

Matthew recorded that the Magi brought three gifts: 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  In Isaiah, we read 
about the gifts that would be brought to the Messiah:  

“Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries 
from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming 
the praises of the Lord” (Isaiah 60:6).  

2 Robert E. Webber. Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality 
through the Christian Year, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004).

In addition to being prophetic fulfillments and very 
valuable, the gifts from the Magi were also prophetic in 
themselves.  Biblical commentator M. Mills notes that:

The Old Testament frequently links gold 
to kings, so this gift recognized Jesus as a 
king, and indeed this is appropriate, for He is 
the King of kings!...Frankincense was used 
to compound the exclusive incense for the 
inner sanctum, the Most Holy place, God’s 
residence on earth (Exod. 30:34–38), and the 
Old Testament sees incense as God’s special 
prerogative (Exod. 30:37; Ezek 16:18)…Myrrh 
was one of the most valuable gum resins and, 
besides being used as a spice or medicine 
(this myrrh is not to be confused with Old 
Testament myrrh which is a different gum), 
was particularly used to embalm corpses (it was 
used in embalming Jesus (John 19:39–40). This 
gift thus recognized the significance of Jesus’ 
death, and as His office of Savior pivots on His 
sacrificial, atoning death, this gift interprets as 
recognizing Him as Savior, an insight the Magi 
could have gleaned from Isaiah 53.3

Finally, while the Gospel account does not give names 
to the Magi, tradition and history has identified the 
Magi as Melchior, Caspar (or Gaspar), and Balthazar.  
Also, we are not told that there were only three Magi.  
This tradition likely came from the number of the gifts 
given to the holy family as recorded in Matthew.
Of course, it is safe to say that the reason the Magi were 
not named is because the story is not about them!  The 
story is about God’s unfolding plan of redemption and 
reconciliation of the entire world.  All of the people 
and places described in Matthew, even nature itself (the 
star), are used by God to manifest His Son to the world.  
And, the very gifts of the Magi themselves manifest the 
person, work, and power of this infant Savior!
What does the story of the Magi tell us?  The Magi 
are living proof that God fulfills His promises and 
that Jesus has come for all people!  The Magi are a 
sign of the Gentile nations’ inclusion in God’s salvific 
plan.  The Epiphany season is that brief time in our 
Church Year where we are reminded that what the Magi 
discovered is what we have discovered as well; that 
in this child lay the “hopes and fears of all the years.”  
That in Jesus Christ we are given many gifts; the gifts 
of forgiveness, hope, and new life. Martin Luther, 
3  Mills, M. The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record 
(Dallas, Texas: 3E Ministries, 1999).

commenting on this story of the Magi, reminds us that
The first thing we should learn from this 
story…is that the wise men went to search for 
Christ, the new born king, they did not find him 
in Jerusalem.  Indeed, if they were to find Him 
at all, they would need to listen to the Prophet 
Micah…Thereafter, when they had received the 
Word…they…took the road to Bethlehem…
The second thing that we should learn from this 
story is how to bear ourselves aright towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, that we should 
cast aside all offence, and together with these 
wise men witness before the world to the Lord 
Christ, seek Him from the bottom of our hearts, 
and adore him as our Savior.4

I like that Luther begins with God’s Word and ends with 
our lived response to those words.  Epiphany is that 
annual reminder that we are disciples—followers of 
Jesus on the “road” of our lives.  As disciples, we must 
be constantly equipped with Word and Sacraments so 
that we can follow faithfully and manifest the love of 
Jesus in and through our lives.  
The season of Epiphany; a time to celebrate the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ who is the fulfillment 
of God’s promises, both to His people, Israel, as well 
as to the world.  Because the glory of God has been 
manifested in and through Jesus, we are called as His 
disciples to manifest His glory by growing in faith 
and living out that faith in the day-to-day events and 
relationships in our lives. In the words of the classic 
hymn, Epiphany points towards the promise and hope 
that,

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star 
behold;

As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, 
beaming bright;

So, most gracious Lord, may we ever more be led 
by thee5

4  Martin Luther. Day by Day We Magnify Thee, (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1982).
5  “As With Gladness Men of Old.” Lutheran Book of Worship: #82. 
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The Season of Lent
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Wednesday, March 2nd, 2022, Ash Wednesday, the 
holy and solemn season of Lent begins! The word Lent 
originally meant “spring” and is to be understood as 
a time to reflect on Baptism and its foundation in the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. It is a period of six 
weeks (or 40 days) preceding the annual observance 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus (Good Friday 
and Easter).  Lent is also set apart as a special season 
of fasting, penitence, and prayer.

This Lenten focus on Baptism reflects the ancient 
church’s practice of a forty-day preparation for 
catechumens (literally, those under study), leading 
to their Baptism at the Easter Vigil (Saturday before 
Easter). Additionally, the significance of the forty-
day period of time echoed the forty days which Jesus 
spent fasting in the wilderness.  In the early church 
(as well as today), Baptism was (and is) the public 
ritual of joining one’s life to Jesus’ death on the cross 
and His resurrection from death.  Consequently, the 
cross of Jesus becomes the revelatory symbol of the 
Christian’s new life as a disciple of Jesus. The cross 
reveals how far divine love will go to forgive human 
sin, and the cross reveals how life is to be lived under 
God’s control—dying to self in order to live for Christ.  

Again, Lent begins with the sacred day of Ash 
Wednesday.  The name, Ash Wednesday, reflects the 
custom that prevailed in the early church of sprinkling 
ashes on the heads of penitents on the first day of Lent, 
as a public declaration of humiliation and sorrow for 
sin.  In the early church, ashes were not offered to 
everyone but were only used to mark the forehead 
of worshippers who had made public confessions of 
sin and sought to be restored to the fellowship of the 
community for the Easter celebration.  However, over 
the years, others began to show their humility and 
identification with the penitents by asking that they, 
too, be marked as sinners.  Finally, the imposition 
of ashes was extended to the whole congregation in 
services similar to those that we have today in many 
Christian churches on Ash Wednesday.  Ashes became 
symbolic of that attitude of penitence reflected in the 
Lord’s Prayer: “…Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.” (Luke 11:4).  
Examples of this symbolic practice of using ashes in 
scripture would be the Prophet Daniel, King David, 

and the people of Nineveh, to which Jesus Himself 
refers to in Matthew 11:21.  

You may notice that from Ash Wednesday to Easter 
there are actually forty-six days.  How do we arrive at 
forty days?  There are six Sundays in Lent, and as all 
Sundays are considered “feast days” in honor of the 
Resurrection, they are not counted in the forty-days.  
To make up for these Sundays, six days are added to 
the beginning of the season.
The color associated with the Lenten season is purple.  
The color symbolizes both the pain and suffering 
leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus, as well as the 
suffering of humanity and the world under sin.  At the 
same time, in antiquity, purple was also the color of 
royalty. Jesus Christ is our suffering King who will die 
for His people! And, as will be celebrated on Easter 
Sunday, Jesus’ resurrection confirms Jesus’ lordship, 
and His defeat of the powers of death and hell! 

In addition to the change in color that you will see 
in our sanctuary (from white/green for Epiphany) to 
purple during Lent, you will also see our “old rugged 
cross” in the chancel area.  This cross is both a visible 
symbol of the beginning of Lent and a constant 
reminder of what Lent is all about.  However, it won’t 
be long until the cross is taken over by a flower-filled 
chancel that will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus!  As 
you can see, even our sanctuary conveys the journey 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday!

Sometimes I am asked, “Pastor, do Lutherans “give 
up” things for Lent? The answer is: Lutherans can if 
they choose to do so. The small sacrifices we make can 
help us to be mindful of the total sacrifice that Jesus 
made for us! Sometimes, rather than focusing on giving 
up things like chocolate or some favorite food, Lent 
can be a time of adding something to one’s spiritual 
journey; drawing near to God by extraordinary acts of 
penitence, charity, and religious devotion. During Lent, 
we are able to focus on deepening one’s discipleship, 
purifying our heart from sin, and deepening our desire 
to follow Jesus more closely. Simply put, Lent provides 
the believer a season in order to spiritually assess one’s 
heart and relationship with Jesus. As theologian and 
Pastor Alan Jones writes:
 

Lent is a time “for honesty, a realistic assessment 
of the human heart” (as the late Dean of 
Westminster Michael Mayne described it). 
We are invited to enter into the compelling 
story spelled out in these days, spelled out in 
a shared meal, and in God’s self-giving love 
which “contains and unites our lesser stories, 
and has the power to pull them together and 
make sense of them.”

Because repentance and a spiritual “heart-check” are 
essential to growth in sanctifying grace and because 
these duties are apt to be neglected and forgotten unless 
some special time is set apart for their observance, 
Lutherans continue to observe Lent.  Most importantly, 
as we journey through the Lenten season and 
participate in Lent’s call for a “realistic assessment of 
the human heart,” our understanding of the passion that 
led Jesus to the cross becomes more poignant and the 
joy of Easter more profound as a result of the Lenten 
pilgrimage.

I return to the thoughts of Alan Jones who encourages 
Christians to avail themselves of the Lenten journey.  
Jones writes,

Lent gives us an opportunity to allow for 
a panic-free emptiness to grow within us.  
Prayer is learning to wait there in patience, to 
be still, to stop clutching at and fussing about 
life - perhaps to do a little less harm.  Thomas 
Merton wrote, “If we attempt to act and do 
things for others or for the world without 
deepening our own self-understanding, our 
own freedom, integrity and capacity to love, we 
will not have anything to give to others. We will 
communicate nothing but the contagion of our 
own obsessions, our aggressiveness, our own 
ego-centered ambitions...Lent is a time for us 
to aim at a certain end - the love of God -- and 
recover that space where there is no clutching 
and fussing but the grace on which the peace 
and felicity of the world is built.  It’s a time 
of the darkness of God.  The scene is being 
changed. A good time.

Our hope and prayer for you is that during this Lenten 
season, you will “recover that space where there is no 
clutching and fussing but the grace of God…”  Amen! 

Holy Week Worship

Ash Wednesday
March 2nd, 2022

Palm Sunday
April 10th, 2022

Maundy Thursday
April 14th, 2022

Good Friday
April 15th, 2022

Easter Sunday
April 17th, 2022
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The Church (Liturgical) Year
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Christians are called to communicate differently with 
others, to view our money and resources differently 
than others, and to view the world itself differently than 
others.  And, from the earliest days of the Christian 
Church, disciples of Jesus have also been called to view 
time differently than others.  Like all things created by 
God, time in the Christian tradition is understood to 
be God’s gift and possession.  The Psalmist confesses:

 But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are 
my God.” 15 My times are in your hand… (Psalm 
31.14-15a)

On the human side, time is both gift and curse; we 
want more of it and we wish we could stop it!  Like the 
Church Father Augustine, we ask, “For what is time?  
Who can easily and briefly explain it?  Who even in 
thought can comprehend it, even to the pronouncing 
of a word concerning it?”1 
In both Judaism and Christianity, God’s people have 
sought to relate time to their understanding of God and 
His dealings with His people.  Lutheran theologian 
Arthur Just describes the Jewish roots of the holiness 
of time:

 Time was a fundamental part of creation.  
God created the world in six days, rested on the 
seventh, and declared a Sabbath day of rest.  After 
the fall, the Sabbath became a day to praise the 
Creator for His good creation, to thank Him for 
His ongoing presence in the creation with His 
mighty acts of salvation, and to petition Him 
to return as Messiah to restore creation to what 
God had created it to be…various feasts such as 
Passover, the Fest of Boots, and Pentecost became 
part of the rhythm of the Jewish year…2

As God’s unfolding plan of salvation continued in the 
persona and work of Jesus Christ, God’s people now 
viewed time itself as having been fulfilled in the life 
of Christ.  Just continues:
By resting in the tomb Christ fulfilled the ancient 
Sabbath day requirements.  In His resurrection He 
restored creation.  Sunday, the weekly celebration 
of the resurrection, was taken as the preferred day 
of worship by early Christians.  As a church steeped 

1 Augustine. Confessions. 11.14.17.
2 Arthur Just. Heaven on Earth: The Gifts of Christ in the Divine 
Service (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2008).

in the historical events of Christ’s life, the Jewish 
precedent of feast days during the year, Sunday was 
complemented by events from Christ’s redemptive life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension.  The Church Year 
developed to give the people of God access to the life 
of Christ…time has always been a critical commodity, 
no less so in the Church.3    
It is from this understanding of human time as God’s 
time, as well as the cosmic significance of the coming 
of Christ, that the church has sought to view time 
through an alternative calendar.  When Christians 
“tell time” according to this calendar, it becomes a 
discipleship “tool,” a way of living life under the story 
of Jesus Christ.  How does this happen?
This Christian calendar is called the “Church Year,” 
also referred to as the “Liturgical Year.”  The Church 
Year follows the entire life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ, as well as Jesus’ continuing ministry through 
His church.  Again, the Church Year reminds believers 
that time is sacred; time is God’s gift to us and, like all 
gifts, we are meant to steward this gift faithfully.  As 
the Lutheran Church explains:   
In our daily lives we keep track of our activities and 
special events with a calendar.  The church throughout 
the centuries has also “kept track” of days and seasons 
and commemorating special occasions with a calendar.  
The Christian church has continued to follow the 
example set in the Old Testament of structuring the 
year around the marvelous acts of salvation that 
God completed for us in his Son, Christ. We call this 
structure the Church Year. 4  
The Church Year is organized around three different 
sections: Sundays and seasons, feasts and festivals, and 
commemorations.  In future essays, we will examine 
the feasts, festivals, and commemorations associated 
with the Church Year.  At this time, we focus on the 
Sundays and seasons of the church’s calendar.  
The death and resurrection of Christ lay at the heart 
of the Christian proclamation of the Gospel.  For the 
early church, Sunday, the day of the resurrection, was 
not only the literal day that Jesus walked out of the 
tomb; Sunday also became the symbol of the “Eighth 
Day” of creation, or, the first day of the new creation.  

3 Ibid.
4  See www.lcms.org. “The Church Year.”  

“Wednesdays in the Word”
Wednesday Morning Bible Study

The Gospel of Mark
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

(This study meets in person, is livestreamed and recorded)
As we begin the New Year, if you are not in a Bible 
study and/or small group, why not join one today!  And, 
if you like to start the day off right, you are invited to 
join us for our “Wednesdays in the Word,” Wednesday 
morning Bible Study.  Our current study is in The 
Gospel of Mark.

The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four New 
Testament Gospels, and likely, the first Gospel written 
about Jesus of Nazareth. Prominent, New Testament 
scholars N.T. Wright and Michael Bird describe the 
Gospel of Mark as a…

…densely packed, fast-paced, action-filled 
narrative about Jesus of Nazareth, his life 
and teachings, his divine identity and human 
vulnerability, God’s kingdom breaking through 
him, and the Judean and Roman opposition 
mounted against him. It is the story of prophecy 
and power, resistance and betrayal…[Mark]…
as a storyteller is arguable without peer. 
Mark more than makes up in power what (by 
comparison with the other gospels) he lacks 
in length.1

The literary genre of the Gospel of Mark is “best 
described as a Hellenistic biography akin to other 
biographies of figures like Socrates and Julius Caesar.2  
However, as an account of Jesus Christ, Mark’s Gospel 
goes well beyond biography, revealing not just the story 
of God’s promised Messiah, but the coming of God 
Himself!  It is the “good news” (gospel) that through 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God has come 
to save the world and reign on earth as in heaven! 

The overall goals in this study of Mark’s Gospel, is to:

•	 Deepen your understanding of the range and 
scope of the Gospel of Mark, as we examine 
Mark’s structure and thematic elements.

•	 Fully understand who Jesus is, and what He 
came to do in your life.  One of our interpretive 

1  N.T. Wright and Michael Bird. The New Testament in its World 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2019)
2  Ibid. 

themes in this study is how Mark reveals an 
increasingly “converting” group of disciples 
who are confronted with an ever-changing 
understanding of who Jesus is, as well as His 
mission in the world.

•	 Understand the dynamics of personal 
transformation and conversion in your life.  
We will discuss conversion and the conversion 
process.  It will be the thesis of this study that 
Christian discipleship is a process, a “spiritual 
pilgrimage” through which we increasingly 
become the people we were created to be.  
While Christians are never fully perfected 
in life, we must be committed to on-going 
spiritual maturity.  

•	 Encourage an on-going commitment to 
Christian discipleship and applying to your 
life the scriptural truths discussed in this class.  

In addition to this verse-by-verse study in the Bible, 
the morning begins at 7:00 a.m. with singing some 
classical songs and hymns, ending with a patriotic 
hymn. We then ask for prayer requests, and pray 
together.  Finally, we spend about 25-30 minutes in 
God’s Word, ending by 7:45 a.m. At the end of the 
study, many in the class adjourn to Spire’s Restaurant 
in Tustin for breakfast and continuing conversation.  

Finally, while this study meets in person and is 
livestreamed beginning at 7:15 a.m., it is also recorded 
and posted on our website so that you can participate 
at any time! You can even catch up on past classes if 
you are just joining us! Grab your Bible and join us! 

We look forward to seeing you at “Wednesday in the 
Word!” 

http://www.lcms.org
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Sunday, the first day of the week in antiquity, became 
the Seventh Day for the church, the Sabbath day of 
rest.  Sunday was, quite simply, the Lord’s Day.  On 
this day, the church gathers to Worship, pray, learn, 
and be fed at God’s Table.  As Just explains:
Early Christians regarded Sunday as “the Lord’s 
Day…an eighth day of creation…God’s recreation 
came to completion in the resurrection of Christ.  
Reverence for Sunday as the holy day was the way 
early Christians gave thanks to God for the redemption 
of all creation in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and petitioned Him to continue to act as Savior 
in their midst through Gospel and the Sacraments…
Christians saw that on Sunday through the presence of 
Jesus Christ through Word and Sacrament, the things 
of eternity were present.5  
Simply put: Sunday, and the resurrection that literally 
transformed this day, became the day around which 
every other day revolved.  Additionally, not only do 
the days of the week revolve around Sunday (Easter) 
for the church, the days of the year revolve around 
Easter as well.    
As the days of the week orbit around Sunday for 
Christians, so the days of the year orbit around 
Easter (or the Three Days, with its focus on Christ’s 
suffering, death, and resurrection).  This annual feasts 
of feasts centers the whole 
year…Easter and Sunday 
reinforce each other as 
Christians seek to keep 
all their days focused in 
the gospel of the God 
who is from everlasting 
to everlasting and who 
encounters us through 
Jesus Christ in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  Time 
is encompassed in this 
crucified and risen Jesus 
Christ who gives meaning 
to all our days…6

As the church worshiped 
and lived their daily lives 
in light of the new creation 
that had come in Jesus 

5  Just, Heaven on Earth, 117.
6  Gail Ramshaw and Mons Teig. Keeping Time: The Church’s Years 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2009), 10.

Christ, the Church Year began to develop out of the 
weekly celebration of Easter on the Lord’s Day.  As 
Ramshaw and Teig note, “As a yearly pattern started 
to form, the annual Easter festival was a logical 
beginning, a reflection of the center of the Christian 
faith that focused on the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.”7   This annual pattern, the Church 
Year, consists of six seasons which “emphasizes 
participation in the Lord’s saving acts… [and] shows 
an implicitly Trinitarian structure: belief in the Father 
made manifest, the Son risen, and the Holy Spirit 
indwelling the church.”8   
The western liturgical calendar is built around three 
major feast/festival cycles:  Christmas/Epiphany; Good 
Friday/Easter/Ascension; and Pentecost.  From these 
three major festivals comes a “season;” a period of 
time that flows from one season to the other.  In the 
Lutheran Church, as well as other liturgical churches, 
“Each season also has its own character determined 
by its Scripture readings, the hymns chosen to reflect 
those readings, and devotional practices and pieties, 
such as fasting, feasting, Advent wreaths, etc.  Color 
is also used symbolically in adorning our churches.”9  
The cycle of the seasons of the Church Year consists 
of: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and 
Pentecost. Here is a brief outline of each season, along 
with its symbolic color. 

Advent
The season of Advent 
which began November 
28th, marks the beginning 
of the Church Year.  The 
word  Advent  means 
“coming” or “arrival” 
and is a four-week season 
of preparing our souls 
through repenting and 
believing the good news 
that  God’s  Kingdom 
has come near.  God’s 
Kingdom has arrived, 
in the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus.  
Advent is also a reminder 
that Jesus is coming again 

7  Ibid.
8  Hoyt Hickman, Don Saliers, Laurence Stookey, and James White. 
The New Handbook of the Christian Year (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992), 9.  
9 William Cwirla.  “The Church Year.” www.lcms.org.  Accessed, 2016.

at the end of human history.  Advent begins four 
Sundays before Christmas, concluding on Christmas 
Eve/Day.  The colors of this season can be purple, but 
is typically blue, symbolizing hope.

Christmas
During the season of Christmas, we celebrate the 
wonder and mystery of the incarnation:  God taking 
on human flesh.  The Immortal became mortal; the 
Eternal has entered time!  “When Christ, the light of 
the world, is born in Bethlehem, so also is the eschaton 
born, that is, the end has come in the Christ child who 
was born to die and bring with His death the completion 
of God’s plan of salvation.”10  Beginning on Christmas 
Day, there are twelve days of Christmas (typically 2 
or 3 Sundays), concluding on the Day of Epiphany 
(January 6th).  The color of this season is white, 
symbolizing Jesus’ divinity, purity, hope, and joy. 
Epiphany
The Greek word Epiphany means, “Manifestation,” 
focusing on the coming of the Magi who reveal that 
Jesus is Messiah, Lord, and King—for all people!  
Epiphany “completes the twelve days of Christmas; 
more important, this is a festival of the manifestation of 
God’s Word made flesh…”11  Beginning on the Day of 
Epiphany, January 6th, Epiphany is typically six weeks, 
concluding on the “Sunday of the Transfiguration.”  A 
special Sunday within this cycle is the “Baptism of Our 
Lord.”  Related to Christmas, the color of this season is 
white, symbolizing Jesus’ purity, joy, and hope.  (Some 
churches and denominations utilize other, bright colors 
to symbolize the “light” and “joy” that Jesus brings 
into the world).

Lent
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, 2022,  Lent 
is a forty-day season (not counting Sundays) focusing 
on the passion and ultimate atoning death of Jesus, and 
our repentance and renewal in light of Jesus’ passion 
and death. “Lent is a time to intentionally confront all 
the ways the first Adam continues to control our lives, 
to carry these to the cross…Through this journey we 
enter into his death and become new creatures in the 
resurrection.”12  Lent ends during Holy Week.  The 
color of Lent is purple, symbolizing Jesus’ royalty and 
our penitence. 
10 Just, Heaven on Earth, 136.
11 Hickman, et.al, The New Handbook of the Christian Year, 89.
12 Robert Webber. Ancient-Future Tine: Forming Spirituality through 
the Christian Year (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004), 107.

Holy Week
April 10th, 2022, Palm Sunday, also referred to as “The 
Sunday of the Passion,” begins the solemn week that 
focuses on Jesus’ passion and ultimate death on the 
cross.  The excitement, joy, and anticipation of Palm 
Sunday turns to fear and abandonment on Maundy 
Thursday.  Maundy Thursday begins the “Three Days” 
or “Triduum.” (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Easter).  The word “Maundy” comes from the 
Latin word, mandatum, meaning “Commandment,” 
reflecting Jesus’ command to love others as He loves 
us.  On this night, Jesus instituted Holy Communion, 
is arrested and condemned.  On Good Friday, Jesus 
is crucified and buried.  As the Sabbath approached, 
the women who remained, along with John, leave the 
tomb, planning to return to anoint Jesus’ dead body 
one final time on Sunday.  As with Lent, the color of 
Holy Week is purple, symbolizing Jesus’ royalty and 
our penitence. 

Easter
On April 17th, 2022, Easter Sunday, we celebrate with 
amazement the joy of the resurrection of our Lord!  
Jesus had conquered sin, death, and powers of hell!  
In the early days of the church, Easter (really, the 
entirety of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection), was 
referred to as the “Paschal Mystery,” which reflects the 
church’s understanding that the death and resurrection 
of Christ is the church’s Passover, in Hebrew, Pesah.  
The Easter season continues for forty-nine days.  On 
the fiftieth day, Pentecost, the church celebrates the 
outpouring of the promised Holy Spirit that birthed 
the church.  The color of the Easter season is white, 
symbolizing Jesus’ divinity, purity, hope, and joy. 

Pentecost.  
Jesus promised that when He ascended to the Father, 
He would send the Holy Spirit.  The Ascension occurs 
forty days after Easter, and ten days before Pentecost, 
next year, Sunday, June 5th (always on a Thursday).  
The Ascension is on May 26th, 2022. The Sunday before 
Pentecost can be celebrated as Ascension Sunday.  
From Pentecost Sunday to the Sunday before Advent, 
“Christ the King Sunday,” the church now focuses on 
its mission of proclaiming the Gospel through Word and 
Sacrament.  The Pentecost season is also referred to as 
“Ordinary Time” or “Time after Pentecost.”  Liturgical 
scholar Robert Webber explains that the use of the 
ordinary “is used in our Christian-year vocabulary 

http://www.lcms.org
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because it serves the special nature of extraordinary 
time [the specific historic, supernatural acts of God in 
history]…by way of contrast.”13  Ordinary time also 
reflects that each Sunday is “ordinal,” or numbered, 
and each Sunday is a non-festal time of year.  The 
color associated with Pentecost is red, symbolizing 
the “fire” and “judgment” of the Holy Spirit.  For the 
Time after Pentecost (Ordinary Time), the color is 
green, symbolizing the ongoing growth of the church, 
as well as the disciple of Christ.

Three special days/Sundays in Ordinary Time are:  
Trinity Sunday (the first Sunday after Pentecost), All 
Saints Day, November 1st and the following Sunday, 
(in 2022, November 6th), and November 20th, Christ 
the King Sunday (last Sunday of Pentecost).  These 
days within Ordinary Time, reminds the disciple of 
Christ that our God has revealed Himself as Trinity.  
The Father, through the Son, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit has made possible new life, both personal and 
cosmic, that will last into eternity, and while we live 
in the “already but not yet” time between the first and 
second coming of Jesus, we bow to the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, worshiping and serving Him alone!  
In the words of Andrew McGowan, “The development 
of Christian time is an increasingly detailed affirmation 
of how the structure of history, and of the cosmos in 
and through which history flowed, reveals and serves 
God and calls humans to 
God’s service.”14

Christians are called to 
live differently.  Our lives 
are under the authority and 
Lordship of Jesus Christ 
who has bought us back 
from sin and death, with His 
precious blood, forgiving 
our sins and reconciling 
us to the Father.  Even the 
precious gift of time has 
been redeemed through the 
life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus.  The Church Year 
is one way that we keep 
this story in front of us 
and a part of our every-day 
13 Webber. Ancient-Future Tine, 167.
14 Andrew McGowan.  Ancient Christian Worship: Early Church 
Practices in Social, Historical, and Theological Perspective (Grand Rapides, 
Michigan: Baker Academic, 2014), 218.

lives.  Lutheran theologian William Cwirla provides a 
helpful summary:

The church year is an annual pilgrimage, beginning 

with the anticipation of Christ’s coming in glory 
(Advent), going through His incarnation (Christmas) 
and manifestation (Epiphany), contemplating our 
sinfulness (Lent) in view of Christ’s sacrifice (Good 
Friday), His victory over death (Easter), His ascension 
to glory at the right hand of the Father by which 
our humanity is glorified in Him (Ascension), and 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the last days 
(Pentecost) as we wind our way to the Last Day and 
the consummation of all things.  In other words, the 
entire work of our justification and sanctification in 
Christ is rehearsed every year – from incarnation to 
glorification.15

Not only does each church season reflect the ministry 
of Jesus, it also calls the Church, the disciples of 
Jesus, to remember its sacred task of following Jesus 
through the seasons of our lives; the ups and downs; the 
triumphs and the tragedies that accompany human life 
and relationships in this wonderful yet broken world.

15 Cwirla. “The Church Year.” www.lcms.org 

A Heart for Children Extends Well Beyond this Doctor’s Office
By Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant/The Vine Editor

The tragic death of a young 
child more than 20 years 
ago led to the opening of a 
children’s medical clinic at the 
Boys & Girls Club of Santa 
Ana, compelling Dr. Mark 
Colon to join that clinic, bringing 
medical care to thousands of 
children. 
The CEO of the Boys & Girls 
Club reached out to CHOC to 
determine if they could create 
a partnership, and from this ef-
fort, the Children’s Clinic is now 
in its second decade treating 
children and helping families 
acquire the medical care they 
need including immunizations, 
lab tests and exams. 

Dr. Colon was completing 
his residency in Pediatrics at 
CHOC, when he began moon-
lighting at the clinic, at the time, 
a motorhome in the parking lot. 
The CHOC Children’s Clinic – thought to be the first 
of its kind in the US – was completed in October, 2000. 
Dr. Colon is the primary pediatrician at the clinic.

In October, at the “Be Great” gala in Irvine, Dr. 
Colon’s contributions were recognized and honored 
by the Boys & Girls Club of Central Orange Coast 

who awarded him with the 
2021 DreamMaker Award.   

Dr. Colon who grew up in 
Brea, always knew he wanted 
to be a Pediatrician, and al-
ways knew where he wanted 
to serve. When he completed 
his residency, he was asked to 
be Chief Resident of Pediatrics 
at CHOC.  

Dr. Colon’s care for his pa-
tients as well as the community 
extends beyond the hospital 
and clinic. At the onset of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, Dr. Colon 
recognized a need for Co-
vid health and safety protocols, 
and created a model for parents 
and educators alike as to how to 
continue to learn safely.   

Dr. Colon and his family have 
been members of Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School 

for well over 15 years.  Daughter Thalia, and son 
Lucas, both attended Red Hill Lutheran School.  Dr. 
Colon’s wife, Jennifer, currently serves on the RHLC 
Board of Directors.  

It is Jennifer who Dr. Colon credits with his ability to 
accomplish all that he has thus far, serving his com-
munity and helping families in their most critical times 
of need. 

“I have a wonderful, supportive wife who has been 
at my side, and any accolades I receive is through the 
Grace of God, and Jennifer’s support”. 

Editor’s Note: The Colon’s are celebrating their 21st wedding 
anniversary on December 16th 

Jennifer and Mark  Colon

Lucas, Thalia, Jennifer and Mark Colon

http://www.lcms.org
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Entering a New Ministry Era – Family Discipleship in the Pews
By Shelli Haynes, Youth and Family Ministry Director

In 1986, I was an unchurched, squirrely eighth grader 
with a mouthful of braces, chubby cheeks, and curly 
hair that had not yet known the calming benefits of 
product.  I made my way into the narthex of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church in Concord, alone, and without 
much idea of what I was doing there.  Although I was 
by myself, I came to church that day because a girl 
from my class had invited me, but then ended up not 
showing up.   This was very awkward to be sure – but 
again, I was also very awkward, so the fact that I was 
at a church for the first time in my life alone, seemed 
to fit the situation.  All these many years later I can 
remember in specific detail two things:  

As I walked into the church that Sunday and found a 
seat in the pew, an older lady came and sat with me 
to show me how the hymnal worked.  That lady sat 
with me as often as I went to church and sang in a 
loud, slightly off-key voice.  She helped me to also 
sing loudly and clearly, even if a little off-key, as well.

I vividly remember families sitting together in 
pews all around me during 
the Sunday services.  The 
parents did the same thing 
for their young children that 
the older lady was doing for 
me – modeling worship, 
helping me to engage in 
the service, talking after 
church to help me connect 
the sermon to my own life. I 
am confident that if that lady 
was not inclined to patiently mentor me and live out 
her faith next to me weekly, I might not be a church 
worker today.  

Long time church members will recall a time when 
families would sit in the pew together and children 
would bring a small bag of cheerios or a quiet toy.  
Through the weekly worship together, kids might begin 
to engage in worship by interacting with those seated 
nearby or come up front for a children’s message.  
Older children might learn service through being an 
acolyte, participating in a soup supper, or helping 

during a church workday alongside parents and other 
adults.  Each of these experiences helped model to the 
kids what the church community did for one another, 
and how all are necessary to assist the church in 
functioning in healthy, vibrant ways.  

About twenty years ago, many churches began to go 
a different direction.  Instead of church-goers coming 
to the service together, families would drop children 
off at the nursery, to Sunday classes, or youth group.  
The idea was that each person would be taught at 
their own level and so each one’s experience would 
be tailor-made to them.  Kids would often be in class 
while worship was happening, or they would serve in 
ministry to younger kids during the worship service.   
This was supposed to allow parents freedom to listen 
to the sermon and worship without distraction, and 
give their kids a way to find church a fun experience, 
and thus be willing participants.

One result that most churches have noticed from two 
decades of kids participating in this model has been 

that once a child “aged 
out” of program ministry 
(or graduated from high 
school) they fell away from 
the church because they did 
not think there was a place 
for them. Worshipping with 
the whole community of 
faith felt foreign to them, 
and they didn’t have a 
strong relationship with 

their Pastor.  In the absence of a place designed for 
them, they slipped away.  Adding to this significant 
shift from previous generations of worshippers is the 
truth that the young adults who did stop attending 
church didn’t return once they married or started a 
family, as many assumed they would.

Red Hill’s Youth and Family Team is a proponent of 
whole family worship.  We believe that the wisest 
ministry path is to come alongside each family, 
encouraging them and providing resources to help 
in developing their own kids’ faith.  We know how 
many obstacles there are when trying to raise kids to 

love the Lord and seek His wisdom, instead of relying 
on the world’s wisdom.  Out team has been praying 
and partnering with parents for the last five years.  
Our model has been the ORANGE model (YELLOW 
showcases the light of the gospel, preached and taught 
in church + RED signifies the love shown in the family.  
Put these two incredible forces and colors together and 
you get ORANGE.  This combined color represents 
something far more impactful than one element on its 
own.)

As people are beginning to come back together, we 
rejoice to see so many families of all ages worshipping 
in both Sunday services.  Our prayer (and we hope that 
you will join us in this) is for each of these families 
to be encouraged and inspired by their family hearing 
the Gospel weekly and applying that truth to their lives 
daily, together.  It would be incredible to watch our 
church members take it upon themselves to lovingly, 
patiently come alongside those new to our community 
of faith, as the older lady did for me.  This lady is 
certainly in heaven now, and I doubt that she ever knew 
what a huge impact her love and patience made on my 
life.  I get excited when I think of her seeing Jesus in 
eternity and Him showing her how He worked through 
her in my life, and how He continues to work through 
me in so many other lives.  

It is exciting to imagine all that God is doing through 
the coos of babies, the busyness of young children, the 
questions of middle schoolers, and the obedience of 
high school and young adults at Red Hill. 

We look forward to intentionally growing in faith with 
families of all ages so that these kids will love God and 
understand their role in the faith community!  

Check it Out: Family Resource Library
By Shelli Haynes, Youth and Family Ministry 

Director
A few years ago, Red Hill’s Youth and Family Director 
asked one of our church members to build a rolling 
cart to hold timely books and resources that parents 
and worship attendees might use when they needed 
encouragement or training in a specific area related 
to parenting, marriage, or culture.  He did an amazing 
job! This Family Resource Library has enabled dozens 
of families and individuals to learn and grow as they 
navigate life’s trickier moments.  

Recently, our team has been able to witness one 
particular book benefit two different families.   The 
book is a neat resource entitled Whisper, Whisper by 
Mary J. Moerbe.  This book not only teaches kids what 
is happening in the worship service. It also connects 
the behavioral elements that parents are trying to 
teach kids to model while in church, utilizing small 
actions to help little wiggly hands find relief during 
the act of sitting still.  This book goes one step further 
in encouraging parents to involve kids in the sermon 
through listening to special words, matching the things 
found in the sanctuary with the gorgeous illustrations 
in the book.  Whisper, Whisper is a great book, and a 
neat tool for parents to use in developing faith habits 
in their children.  

One of our volunteers was able to use the book to 
show a small child what was happening in worship 
as it unfolded, and the little one connected different 
elements in the beautifully drawn illustrations to 
similarly beautiful parts of our sanctuary.  Recently, 
a child approached one of our team members to share 
how many times Pastor Seth used the words “Jesus”, 
“grace”, and “love” in his sermon that day.  This child 
might normally use the sermon time to disengage, 
but in reading through the book with her family, she 
decided on her own, to listen for key words and tally 
them!  Our volunteer asked her to count the tallies and 
say which word Pastor Seth had said the most and she 
was excited to report “JESUS”!  

We encourage you to stop by the patio and check out 
a book from the cart.  This is a free resource for you, 
and we just ask that you remember to bring the book or 
video series back and share your feedback!  We really 
want to have this cart utilized by the whole church 
community.
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      Reformation Sunday and Oktoberfest
  By Donna Kunz, Executive Asst./The Vine Editor
On October 31st, Red Hill marked the 504th anniversary 
of the Reformation, with worship and an Oktoberfest 
celebration that included it’s first ever Trunk or Treat 
event.
The church and school combined effort was a 
huge success. Well over 300 attendees enjoyed the 
festivities. The creativity of our Red Hill family was 
on full display through uniquely decorated car trunks 
and clever costumes.  This outreach event to our Red 
Hill family, as well as our local community, was so 
well received and a great time was had by all! 
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Red Hill Lutheran School Diamond Anniversary Gala 
By Jamie Elser (with Dr. Leslie Smith’s written speech)

On November 6th, 2021, nearly 300 parents, faculty, 
staff, church members, family and friends of Red Hill 
Lutheran joined together for a night of fellowship at 
our annual gala.  This year, we celebrated 60 years 
of Red Hill Lutheran School.  We gathered at the 
Marconi Automotive Museum in Tustin to eat, dance 
and bid on items.  It was a lovely night shared by all.  
We raised $160,000 of our $200,000 goal. We plan 
to raise additional funds with our upcoming Spring 
Online Auction.  

Thank you to all who were involved in coordinating 
this incredible event, including our Gala Committee, 
led by Mrs. Cynthia McGuff: Mrs. Megan Karpontinis, 
Mrs. Molly Hurtt, Mrs. Christina Khamis, Mrs. Sandy 
Dawood, Mrs. Liz Latch, Mrs. Lisa Evans, Mrs. Kara 
Bullock, Mrs. Jacqueline Hoppe, and Mrs. Jennie 
Blestcher. 

As a tribute to RHLS, we asked that former principals 
Mr. Jim Newman, and Dr. Leslie Smith, say a 

few words.  Dr. Smith 
spoke on her time as a 
principal, parent, and 
church member.  Please 
read her beautiful words 
below:

It is my great honor to 
be here with you this 
evening to celebrate Red 

Hill Lutheran School and 60 magnificent years leading 
up to this special Diamond Anniversary.
 

You know, they say that diamonds are a girl’s best 
friend…
well, since I can’t really argue with that, and given 
the occasion, I thought diamonds would be a fitting 
metaphor to describe what Red Hill Lutheran School 
not only means to me but what it represents in our 
community - past, present, and future.
 

Considering the state of the world in which we live 
today, there has never been a greater need for a 
“diamond-quality”-learner-centered-education that 
is rooted in Biblical Truth, inspired by high academic 
standards, and committed to student health, wholeness, 
and well-being.
 

Of the 60 years Red Hill Lutheran School has been 
educating young minds and inspiring hearts, I have 
been blessed to experience its strength, brilliance, and 
sparkle for the past 21 years. My husband, children, 
and I were warmly welcomed into the Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School family in July 2000, when 
I was called to serve as principal by former Senior 
Pastor, Tom Brashears, and School Board Chair, Mrs. 
Alice Kreitzer.  During my seven-year tenure, I was 
blessed to serve with many who I consider to be Red 
Hill royalty, including Pastor Seth Britton, Mr. Isaiah 
Coughran, Mrs. Lis Fortner, Mrs. Lisa Tarkoff, Mr. 
and Mrs. John and Sheila Dovenmuehler, Mrs. Linda 
Jones, Mrs. Valerie Wilson, Mrs. Colette Hammer, 
Mr. Juan Sanchez, and my sister-in-law, Mrs. Maggie 
Radmacher to name just a few…
And of course, we cannot ever forget the legendary, late 
Mr. Rollo Pickford, who faithfully and courageously 
served on the school board for so many decades!
 

Together, we all accomplished so much - we grew 
in enrollment, added new programs and playground 
equipment; we began the accreditation process, and 
we even launched a new building project that would 
become the Christian Life Center! Those years will 
remain some of my fondest, most cherished memories.
 

Like a diamond, the longevity and success of Red Hill 
speaks to the clarity, purity, and strength of its very 
existence.  Red Hill Lutheran School was created as 
an outreach ministry of Red Hill Lutheran Church 
to develop, nurture, and equip students to positively 
impact their world for Jesus Christ through a Bible-
based, well-balanced education. 
 

Whereas most schools today are focused on the 
mechanics of “doing school,” I love that instead 
Red Hill continues to value the process of learning.  
Curiosity, discovery, innovation, and growth - all Red 
Hill results that come from prioritizing people and 
process over profiles and performance.
 

As you know, to reach their highest potential, diamonds 
are created through immense pressure and intense 
temperatures. In fact, without enduring adversity and 
great pressure, the diamond would never become the 
treasure it was meant to be. 
 

In a similar way, over the course of the past 60 years - 
and especially the past 20 months - with strong, skilled 
leadership and a dedicated faculty and staff, Red Hill 
Lutheran School has emerged a treasure of immense 
value by remaining true to its purpose and vision, 
steadfast in its commitment to Truth, and visionary 
in its approach to preparing future leaders who will 
positively impact our world with the love of Christ. 
 

Red Hill Lutheran School:  Strong.  Brilliant.  Timeless.  
Treasured.
Happy Anniversary Red Hill, and here is to 60 more 
beautiful years of sparkle. 

Marconi Automotive Museum

Guests prepare for an evening of fun

Former RHLS Principal, Jim Neumann

Attendees have fun bidding on auction items Staff was on hand to welcome guests

Former RHLS Principal, Dr. Leslie Smith, and current 
RHLS Principal, Dr. Paul Marquardt

Annie Caamano, Jessica Hickey and 
Desiree Robledo

Attendees enjoying the festivities

Dr. Leslie Smith and Maggie Radmacher

Dr. Leslie Smith



redhillchurch.org Page 29The VinePage 28

God’s Masterpiece
By Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal/Middle School Teacher

“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things 

he planned for us long ago.” Ephesians 2:10 

Out of all the amazing things God has created, we are 
His greatest works of art, blessed with unique qualities 
and abilities.  It has been said that “Your talent is God’s 
gift to you. What you do with it is your gift back to 
God.” As His ultimate creation, we can glorify Him 
by preparing ourselves to do the good things He has 
planned for each of us. 

This year’s ministry theme, God’s Masterpiece, aligns 
with our year goals for Red Hill Lutheran School’s 
accreditation “Expected Student Learning Results” 
and church-school-home partnerships. We aim to help 
students discover, explore, and nurture their God-given 
talents in the core classroom, the specialty classrooms, 
and through extracurricular activities.  

Red Hill Lutheran School hopes to “Engage Hearts 
and Minds for Christ,” supporting the growth of the 
Whole Child, socially, emotionally, physically, and 
intellectually. Jesus said, “’Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength.” Through a year-long focus on Social 
Emotional Learning, students will work to develop 
their whole heart, to be all that God intended them 
to be. 

All of us are a work in progress. It will take all of our life 
on Earth, continually growing and blossoming while 
God works in us. RHLS teachers pray for the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit to guide us on students’ journeys. We 
intentionally strive to work in partnership with parents 
to cultivate students’ social-emotional competencies 
such as Self-Awareness, Self-Management, Social 
Awareness, Relationship Skills, and Responsible 
Decision-making. Each month, the school will target 
a specific competency in alignment with our Christian 
Character Quality and philanthropies. As always, 
RHLS will integrate these important life skills with a 
biblical worldview perspective. 

God has entrusted us with certain resources, gifts and 
abilities. Our responsibility is to use our gifts according 

to His purpose, showcasing the beauty in each of us 
and glorifying Him as “God’s Masterpiece!”

2021-22 School Theme and Focus

We Are God’s MASTERPIECE  

 “For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things 
he planned for us long ago.” Ephesians 2:10 (New 
Living Translation)

2021-2022 Christian Character Qualities.   Social–
Emotional Learning (SEL) terms

Nov: EMPATHY. Philanthropy - Operation 
Christmas Child
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 
who weep” (Romans 12:15).

Dec: JOY.  Philanthropy – Hope4Kids
“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 
(John 15:11).

Jan: COMPASSION.  Philanthropy – Meals on 
Wheels
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 
4:32).

Feb: LOVE.  Philanthropy - His Little Feet
“We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

March: RESPONSIBILITY.  Philanthropy – Naomi’s 
Village
 “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power 
and love and self-control” (2 Timothy 1:7).

April: PEACE.  Philanthropy – Rise Against Hunger
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Romans 5:1).

May: INTEGRITY.  Philanthropy – World Vision
“Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but 
he who makes his ways crooked will be found out” 
(Proverbs 10:9).
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 S.T.E.M.
 By Sara Bridgeman, Middle School S.T.E.M. Teacher

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, 
(S.T.E.M.), is one of the many educational opportunities 
we provide students K-8th grade here at RHLS.  
S.T.E.M. education provides 21st-century students 
with skillsets that connect education to real-life 
problems, technology such as 3D printing and coding, 
and hands-on learning with tools and supplies for 
innovation and exploration. 

 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10. 

 

The 7th and 8th grade students are currently participating 
in a Future City national competition that challenges 
the students to create a futuristic society that reduces 
waste. The students are building 3D model cities that 
demonstrate the principles of a circular economy. 
Through research and the design process, the students 
will present their models, essays, and video production 
to a team of judges to compete for attendance to a 
regional competition and possibly even nationals! This 
project is a great example of being good stewards to the 
beautiful earth that the Lord has given us, which is rich 
with resources for us to use and protect. It is a reminder 
to not store earthly treasures that often become waste, 
but to create a society that values eternal treasures 
such as relationships, community, and memories. The 
students are discovering their unique gifts and talents 
and the ways in which they can bless their community 
and serve the Lord. 

By stabilizing a growth mindset early in the school 
year, we are able to encourage our scholars to do their 
best even if the outcome is not satisfying at first. Our 
students are empowered to keep in mind that a growth 
mindset will be the foundation to their success in 
S.T.E.M. Whether we fail a couple of times or more, 
we will continue to strive to be lifelong learners. 
Through failures and mistakes we can achieve more 
than success. It’s never easy learning something new 
but with a growth mindset, we can showcase that we 
are always growing and learning with God by our side. 

 Fourth graders found that building a simple 
circuit was a challenge but with our growth mindset 
at hand we were able to find success. The journey to 
complete a circuit was frustrating but we didn’t give 
up and found multiple ways in building our circuit. 
Students found new ways to improve our building 
design through our mistakes. They realized that 
learning is a journey that with faith and perseverance, 
we can master anything in S.T.E.M. The students 
continue to be challenged throughout our electricity 
unit by adding new components to their circuit. Now 
they have more confidence that if they set their mind 
to building something, it will only be a matter of time 
before they find success.  

Faith Development in Preschool
RHLS Preschoolers Experiencing “The Journey” 

By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director
Every moment presents an opportunity to teach, 
learn and grow in a preschooler’s faith development, 
socialization, motor development and academic 
growth. We know Christmas is such an important time 
of year and perfect time to teach the children about 
how much love the Lord has for His people. Bringing 
the story of Christmas “alive” was an exciting idea we 
had to help the children understand the true meaning 
of Christmas. 
Starting in October, the Transitional Kindergarten 
students along with their teachers, Mrs. Tracy Ryan 
and Mrs. Alexis Renninger, worked diligently to create 
a beautiful video to depict the Christmas story. Each 
student learns their lines and plays a part to retell 
the story while the teachers record the reenactment. 
Beginning the first week of Advent, the other preschool 
classrooms watched the three part video series during 
their chapel time. They love seeing the room 5 friends 
retell the story of the first Christmas and the journey 
of Mary and Joseph.
On our yard 2 play area each year we recreated the city 
of Nazareth, the Inn in Bethlehem, a road to represent 
the path Mary and Joseph traveled, and the stable where 
Jesus was born that very first Christmas. The idea is 

to make the story “come to life” for the children. The 
children love the opportunity to experience what it 
might have been like for Mary and Joseph to journey 
to Bethlehem. The outdoor environment includes 
classroom costumes, a wooden donkey, a wooden 
camel, and wooden sheep cutouts. The three kings 
along with a Mary and Joseph photo opportunity 
are available for the children to take fun pictures 
with. The children play, learn and grow in their faith 
development. The questions and interactions supported 
the classroom teaching and their development.
This exciting time of year lays the foundation for 
preschoolers of God sending us His son, Jesus Christ- 
in the same way your preschoolers came into the world- 
as a newborn baby! We loved the opportunity to help 
the children experience the story of the birth of Jesus 
and watch their peers retell the story. We believe this 
is a special opportunity for the children in their faith 
development. 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” 
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Focusing on Our Walk with God, On and Off the Field
By Chase Martin, Jamie Hernandez, John Dovenmuehler, Red Hill Lutheran Coaching Staff

Here at Red Hill Lutheran School, an outreach ministry 
of Red Hill Lutheran Church, we believe academics 
and athletics play a vital role in a student’s whole 
educational experience.  A Christ- centered education 
that incorporates biblical principles and values in 
academics and athletics, is fundamental to the growth 
of each student

As coaches at Red Hill, we feel that athletics is a 
ministry and a great way to teach biblical principles. 
In a “me” focused culture, teaching players the value 
of teamwork, hard work, and to play with a “God first” 
mentality, is of utmost importance in raising up Godly 
students.  We coach the players to honor the Lord with 
their talents and abilities. Our faith, like sports, has 
ups and downs. We have good days and we have days 
where we struggle. Learning to lean on Jesus through 
wins and losses, good days and bad days, we coach to 
keep the focus on Christ. The coaches at Red Hill pray 
with the players before games and practices. I know I 
personally have asked players in a close game, when 
frustration is running high, to take a moment and say 
a prayer to refocus. 

In the last varsity game of the football season this 
year, the opponent had all the momentum going into 
the fourth quarter. We were down by four points and 
needed to score. The players started to feel a sense 
of impending defeat, and you could tell that their 
confidence was low.  

I called a time-out, and asked each member of the 
team to take a deep breath and say a prayer to aid 
in controlling their emotions. I advised them to 
refocus their attention on Jesus, and come back to the 
foundation of why we play. The players did, and ended 
up taking the fourth quarter!

In faith, like sports, sometimes we just need to refocus 
and remember why we are on the field of life and for 
Whom we are here for. 

We are here to honor God with all of our abilities and 
talents. As coaches at Red Hill Lutheran School, we 
believe sports assists in laying the foundation for living 
and enjoying a successful life, and walk with Christ. 

The Long, Long Story of Christmas
By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Program Director

When you think about Christmas and where it comes 
in all of God’s Big Rescue Plan - Jesus’ birth is 
pretty close to the end.  I mean, when you start with 
creation, the problem of sin and our need to rescue 
and redemption, there are a lot of years from when 
God promised to bless all people through the children 
of Abraham and Sarah to that lonely manger where 
Jesus was born.  

It inspires me to think of the amazing fact that Abraham 
took God at His word - waiting for God to do what 
only He can do seems to be a theme throughout the 
Old Testament.  From Joseph, Moses and Joshua.  
and throughout centuries, God was shaping a people 
to be holy, set apart for His purposes.  Then there are 
judges, kings and prophets and while the people didn’t 
always get things right, God stayed on target, focused 
on His rescue plan for all people through Jesus.  Then 
an amazing part of the Old Testament comes - silence!  
400 years from Micah to Mary.  Yet there remained 
people of faith and a God who was always faithful.  
Then, at just the right time - Jesus was born and the next 
chapter in God’s Rescue Plan began.  As we approach 
this holy and beautiful season of God’s light shining 
into this world, let’s remember that there was a long 
stretch, many miles, multiple countries, walls that 
needed to fall, kingdoms to rise and divide, prophecies 
and promises between the promise the fulfilment and 
that men and women, boys and girls, like us choose to 
trust that God is and will always be who He says He.  

These BIG IDEAS are the heart and soul of our 
message to children in daycare and camp or whenever 
we have the chance to share what it means to celebrate 
Christmas.  We can join this great cloud of witnesses 
who trusted through the good, the bad and well 
everything that God would provide a way for us to 
have a relationship with Him forever.  May this season 
remind us of the hope we have because God launched 
His rescue plan that would bring good news to all the 
people.  

Merry Christmas, Everyone!

Students at our recent Thanksgiving camp learned 
all about God’s amazing rescue plan that started so 
very long ago!  And had a great time in the process!

RHLS Athletics Teams in descending order: 
Varsity Flag Football, JV Flag Football, 

Varsity Volleyball, JV Volleyball
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“It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year” 
for Red Hill’s Performing Arts Department

The Christmas Season is always a special time in the 
RHLS Performing Arts Department.  Students and 
faculty get to hone new instrumental, choral and acting 
skills and present them to audiences, while sharing the 
GOOD NEWS of Jesus’s birth. PAD teachers delight 
in the journey of teaching Red Hill Lutheran School 
students traditional Christmas music and preparing 
them for their first performances of the school year.  

Actually, Christmas arrives at RHLS in early October! 
PAD teachers begin introducing music, materials and 
scripts to classes before Halloween. Students rehearse 
and practice in their weekly classes and teachers begin 
the many processes of producing a show! Rehearsal 
schedules, musical arrangements, solo and spoken 
part assignments, choreography, costumes, props, 
sets, student line-ups etc. all fill the to-do lists of 
our hardworking team of PAD teachers. Students, in 
grades Kindergarten-8, learn to work together creating 
instrumental and choral music and dramatic offerings. 

This year RHLS is excited to perform LIVE again 
for our friends and families and will share the joy 
of Christ’s birth in the following productions, under 
the direction of our talented and passionate PAD 
staff includingMr. Ben Hunter (Instrumental Music), 
Mrs. Laura Lodin (Choral Music/Classroom Music/
Handbells), Ms. Deana Occhipinti (Theatre Arts/
Drama) and 
Mr. Isaiah Coughran (Praise Band).

The 2021 Christmas performance schedule is as 
follows. 

 Dec 3- “Happy Birthday, Jesus,” featuring PreK - TK 
students

(Rooms 9 and 10 -9:30 AM in the CLC, Room 5 -10:30 
AM  in the CLC)

Dec 3- “Love’s Pure Light - Christmas Carol and 
Dessert Night” featuring String Orchestra and 
Singspiration, (6:30 PM in the CLC)

Dec 7- “The Merrie Christmas Show” featuring Middle 
School Concert Band, Drama, Handbells, Praise 
Band, (6:30 PM in the CLC)

Dec 10- “The Big, Big Story” featuring RHLS 3rd-5th 
graders, (6:30 PM in the Chapel)

Dec 14-Tanaka Farms Performance featuring 
Singspiration and Middle School Handbells 
(6:00 PM at Tanaka Farms)

Dec 17- “The Christmas Checklist” featuring RHLS 
Kinder-2nd graders,(10:30 AM in the Sanctuary)

And, the performance opportunities don’t stop there! 
Our band and drumline students had the chance to 
play pep tunes at an actual high school football game 
in the stands with the high school band and drumline. 
All of our PAD students got the opportunity to hear 
musical offerings from Orange Lutheran High School 
on our own campus. The Spring will see our classes 
and ensembles going to festivals and invitationals at 

Orange Lutheran, Concordia, and even Knott’s Berry 
Farm. A few of the classes even get the opportunity to 
participate in workshops with the talent at Disneyland. 
We will update our community as we get more details. 

Each morning, before the Praise Band ever strikes 
a chord or sings a note together, we pray and read 
scripture together. This is the rhythm of our time 
together. We spend time feeding our souls and shaping 
our minds, so that we can give out – sing out! – the love 
of God which we see in Christ Jesus! That is especially 
the case as we enter into the “Christmas Season.”  As a 
Praise band we want to celebrate and announce what an 
amazing and profound gift God has given us in Jesus 
becoming man and living with us! And as Jesus found 
it important to read the scriptures (Luke 24:32) and to 
share in them together, we as a Praise Band want to 
share them with you through song. We pray you have 
a joy-filled Christmas full of music and laughter. 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.” -  Isaiah 9:6

It is such a blessing to be on this journey with these 
students! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from 
the RHLS Performing Arts Department!

mailto:bhunter@redhillschool.org
mailto:docchipinti@redhillchurch.org
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This page clockwise: Families bring their pets (includ-
ing a horse!) to Red Hill for the annual Blessing of the 

Animals. 
Next Page: Red Hill Lutheran Church and School partici-

pates in the the City of Tustin’s 64th Tiller Days.

the grapevine
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An Update from the Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School Endowment Committee

By Ryan Rieches, Endowment Committee Member

As we head into the final months of 2021, please 
consider making a tax-deductible donation to the 
Red Hill Lutheran Church & School Endowment 
Fund.  
For some background, in 2000, visionary members 
of our church set up an endowment fund as a means 
for people to continue their Christian stewardship 
during and beyond their lifetime.
This model, widely used by Lutheran Churches 
across America, is designed so that all the gifts 
received are left intact and cannot be spent – the 
fund keeps growing with each gift. Since 2000, there 
have been over $500K of gifts received. Gifts have 
included cash, securities, real estate, and assignment 
of life insurance policies.
The committee prudently invests those gifts in 
stocks and bond funds with the intention of receiving 
annual appreciation. For example, over the last five 
years, the investment returns are greater than $250K. 
The committee distributes up to 75% of the annual 
investment income to worthy causes that help fulfill 
our Red Hill Lutheran Church Vision – Make Christ 
Centered, emotionally healthy disciples of Jesus – 
One life at a time.  And our Mission – Reach and 
serve our local community, equip their hearts, minds 
and souls, and release them into the world to share 
God’s love.

Over the last few years, these proceeds helped 
fund worthy causes such as: youth mission trips, 
RHL School needs-based scholarships and youth 
service awards, Christian character awards, tuition 
sponsorships for students attending Christian 
Universities, worship music for Christmas, Easter 
and special Sundays, musical instruments and smart 
technology systems for our praise band and many 
more important needs that aren’t covered by the 
annual church budget. 

Please give this worthwhile cause some prayerful 
thought.
If you have any questions, you can reach the 
Endowment Committee via email at endowment@
redhillchurch.org or please see any of the members 
of the committee – Clint Scott, Chair, Melinda 
Olmedo, Secretary, Jill St. George, Treasurer, Ryan 
Rieches, Communications, and John Woodward, 
Investments.  We’d be happy to provide you with 
more information.
Thank you. God bless you and may God continue to 
bless Red Hill Lutheran Church and School. 

    

In Memoriam

As the year 2021 nears its end, we have said goodbye, but will lovingly 
remember the following saints, our brothers and sisters in Christ, who 

went to be with Jesus this year.

                                      Gloria Ramstead                          Ron Ramstead                  

      Ralph Werley                                       Peter Nickerson

Frank Radmacher                          Edna Day

Dave Schuster            Kim Waipa            Carl  Newe  

  
    Diane Aust                            Maria Buntrock

  

                                 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed 
from death to life.”    John 5:24

mailto:endowment@redhillchurch.org
mailto:endowment@redhillchurch.org
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Dates to Remember
December 5th  Christmas Concert - 4:00 pm

December 24th Christmas Eve - 3:00 and 5:00 pm 
Family Service with Live Nativity
7:00 pm Traditional  Service with Candlelight and String Quartet

December 25th Christmas Day - 10:00 am Worship with Carols

December 26th - Sunday Worship with ONE Service at 10:00 am

December 27th  Campus Closed

January 3rd Campus Closed

January 17th Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  - Campus Closed
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