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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5

As we enter into the spring season and the renewal of life associated with spring, the theme of this issue of 
The Vine is “New Life.”  The new life that God offers is a dominant theme through Scripture. The Apostle 
Paul, writing to the church in Rome, reminds them (us) of this truth:

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6.3-4).

Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has achieved for us what we could not achieve on our own: 
Deliverance from the grip of sin, fear, and hopelessness.  Our past is not final and our future is not futile.  
New life is offered to us every day as we walk with Jesus in faith.  

Martin Luther believed this new life given to us daily through Jesus Christ, is grounded in our Baptism.  
For Luther, Baptism, “…signifies that the old creature in us … is to be drowned and die through daily … 
repentance, and … that daily a new person is to come forth and arise up to live before God in righteousness 
and purity forever.»  For Luther, so fundamental was this Baptismal promise of new life that when he was 
tempted, afraid, or in doubt, he would remind himself “baptizatus sum:” “I am baptized,” affirming again 
his new life in Christ!

As you read through this edition of The Vine, consider the new life that is yours in Christ Jesus.  Are you 
living as a new creation in Christ?  Or, are you carrying the burdens of yesterday’s guilt and tomorrows 
worries?  How can Red Hill Lutheran Church and School help you to live and serve in newness of life?  

The Easter hope of new life is your promise from God to claim—today!   

Love you all!

Pastor Seth  
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A New Day - A New Life!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Springtime is the season of new life!  Flowers bloom, 
the days grow warmer, and the nights grow shorter!  
Winter’s chill and darkness will give way to spring’s 
life and light.  

What is true of nature’s seasons is also true of our 
church seasons.  The solemn season of Lent, typically 
begun in mid-winter, calls us to reflect upon the 
darkness, sinfulness and brokenness of our human 
condition, as well as the cost God Himself paid to save 
us from this darkness and hopelessness.  The Lenten 
season culminates with Holy Week, typically near the 
beginning of spring, which is the final week of Jesus’ 
earthly life.  Also referred to as the Passion Week, 
these holy days reveal the depths of God’s passion for 
you and me—this whole world!  The “winter” of sin 
and death will be overcome by the new life of Easter’s 
“spring!”   

Just consider the words we use to describe these holy 
days.  Let’s start with “Palm Sunday.”  Of course, Palm 
Sunday is the day that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem to 
the shouts of “hosanna” (Literally, “Save us now!”) 
and the waving of palm branches (See John 12.12-15).  
Palm branches were often used in public celebrations 
to welcome a conquering hero because they were 
abundant in surrounding trees.  The palm branches 
would be cut or pulled down and then waved back and 
forth as one would wave a flag or banner.  (In our day 
think of a 4th of July parade and waving the America 

flag as military veterans pass by).  For many, Jesus 
was expected to be a conquering hero—at least they 
thought He was going to conquer, to do battle with 
the occupying, Roman government which was what 
God’s Messiah was supposed to do!  And, in part, the 
crowds were right; this procession by Jesus is fulfilling 
prophecy and making a claim:  The long promised 
Messiah is here!  The Lutheran Study Bible describes 
it this way:

Palm Sunday is a high point, as a crowd at 
the Jewish capital openly acclaims Jesus as 
Messiah.  It is also a turning point, however, 
since it galvanizes His opponents.  Like 
the crowds in Jerusalem, we are prone to 
fickleness—today all for the Lord, tomorrow 
turning from Him.  Though we often prove 
faithless, Jesus remains constant.  His love and 
forgiveness never falter.1 

However, those who thought Jesus was going to 
physically fight the Romans and go to war were to 
become disillusioned and angry as Jesus literally 
surrendered to the authorities.  The joy and excitement 
of Palm Sunday gave way to the confusion and fear of 
Maundy Thursday.  

On Maundy Thursday, also referred to as “Holy 
Thursday,” Jesus gathered with His disciples in an upper 
room and instituted the sacrament of Holy Communion, 

issuing a “new command” (The 
word “command” comes from 
the Latin “Mandatum” meaning, 
“Mandate;” hence, Maundy 
Thursday) that his disciples love 
one another as He has loved us.  
In order to demonstrate this love, 
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet, 
a job for the lowest of slaves! 
Jesus then leaves the upper 
room, walks to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and prays for God 
to get Him through the suffering 
He is going to face.  At this time, 
1    Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concor-
dia Publishing House, 2009).  
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

Judas Iscariot leads 
a  cont ingent  of 
officials to arrest 
Jesus. Jesus faces 
trial, is condemned 
to death by Pontius 
P i l a t e ,  a n d  i s 
savagely beaten.  Jesus’ disciples flee in fear and deny 
that they even know him (John 13.1-5). 
The dawn of “Good Friday” brings more beatings and 
Jesus’ eventual death by crucifixion.  On this day, the 
Son of God willingly came to die in our place; to take 
our sin and its consequences, death, into His divine life.  
God is holy, just and good, God cannot allow sin in 
His presence.  Sin must be punished.  And, God loves 
us, and wants to be WITH US!  On the cross, God 
justly deals with sin and death, as well as our broken 
relationship with Him.  Christian theology has referred 
to this action of God on the cross as propitiation.  

Propitiation is a big word that means 
satisfaction.  Because God is a holy God, His 
anger and justice burns against sin.  And He has 
sworn that sin will be punished.  There must 
be a satisfactory payment for sin.  But God 
said, “If I punish man for his sin, man will die 
and go to hell.  On the other hand, if I don’t 
punish man for his sin, My justice will never 
be satisfied.”  The solution?  God said that He 
would become our substitute.  He would take 
the sin of mankind upon Himself in agony and 
blood—a righteous judgment and substitute for 
sin.  His wrath burned out on the cross when 
His only Son died as man’s propitiation for sin.  
And this is love (see 1 John 4:10).2

This is love indeed!  Jesus was willing to go through 
whatever it would take to restore our relationship with 
the Father.  The scourging and the crucifixion that 
2   Adrian Rogers, “Complete Payment for Sin” (Love Worth Finding 
Ministries).

He experiences on Good Friday will prove this truth 
(Matthew 27.32-44).
As Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross, those 
followers who stayed with Jesus, wrapped His body 
in burial cloths and placed it in a borrowed tomb.  A 
few of the women who followed Jesus (including His 
mother Mary) and the “beloved” disciple John, likely 
left the tomb bewildered and confused.  What about 
all that Jesus said?  Did Jesus tell the truth?  Is evil 
more powerful than good, death more powerful than 
life?  I’m sure that these questions, or others like them, 
were swirling in their heads.  Perhaps they began the 
countdown to Sunday, the first day of the week in the 
ancient world, to the time when they would be allowed 
to visit the grave and anoint Jesus’ lifeless body one 
final time.  I also imagine that after two sleepless nights 
the women left their homes as soon as they could—at 
sunrise on Sunday.  They would make one final walk 
to the tomb to say farewell to the man who changed 
their lives but now was dead (Matthew 27.57-61)

As the women approach the tomb, something is wrong.  
Mark describes it this way:

When the  Sabba th  was  pas t ,  Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, so that they might 
go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the 
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, 
they went to the tomb.3 And they were saying 
to one another, “Who will roll away the stone 
for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And 
looking up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering 
the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the 
right side, dressed in a white robe, and they 
were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not 
be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See 
the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is going before you 
to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 
told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from 
the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had 
seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, 
for they were afraid. (Mark 16.1-7)

I love the angel’s simple words: “He has risen.  He is 
not here.”  He is alive!  Can you imagine the sheer joy?  
Jesus is alive!  Death is NOT the last word!  He is not in 
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the grave, the tomb is empty!  Because of Easter, death 
has been defeated, our sins forgiven, and reconciliation 
to God accomplished.  God in Christ has given us a 
new day and new life; a chance to start over and enjoy 
a new relationship with Him.  Because of Easter, all 
that Jesus said and did was confirmed!  Jesus is the true 
King!  Jesus is the way, the truth and the life!  
Too good to be true?  Many have claimed that Easter is 
just not possible.  Skeptics have suggested that perhaps 
what the disciples had was a “resurrection” of their 
confidence in the teachings of Jesus.  Maybe Jesus 
didn’t really die on the cross but only “swooned?”  In 
other words, He regained consciousness and is now 
“hiding out!” Maybe the disciples stole his body and 
spread the hoax of a resurrection?  The truth is, if you 
look at all of the evidence and take into account the 
sheer power of the Christian movement, it takes more 
faith to believe the resurrection didn’t happen!  
While there have always been doubts, questions, and 
sheer refusals to believe the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Bible is remarkably consistent and reliable when it 
comes to the story of Jesus’ victory over the grave.  
Christian apologist Hank Hanegraaff notes:

Of the many evidences available, none is more 
compelling than the fact that the resurrected Christ 
appeared to over five hundred individuals at a 
single time (1 Corinthians 15:6).  Christ appeared 
to numerous other individuals as well, providing 
“many convincing proofs” of His resurrection 
(Acts 1:3).  Christ in His resurrection body 
was even touched on two occasions (Matthew 
28:9; John 20:17), and challenged the disciples 
(Luke 24:39) and Thomas (John 20:27) to feel 
His wounds.  For those who continue to harbor 
doubts about the veracity of the biblical evidence, 
one need only point to Dr. Simon Greenleaf, the 
greatest authority on legal evidences in the 19th 
century.  It is noteworthy that after examining 
the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
Greenleaf suggested that any cross-examination of 
the eyewitness testimonies recorded in Scripture 
would result in “an undoubting conviction of their 
integrity, ability, and truth.3

Additionally, theologian and author Dr. Michael 
Horton, notes two, key points about the historicity of 
Easter:
3  Hank Hanegraaff.  “Jesus’ Resurrection: Miracle or Myth?” See, www.
equip.org.

The earliest Christians testified to the following 
elements of the resurrection claim, even to the 
point of martyrdom…

1. Jesus Christ lived, died, and was buried…
Marcus Borg, co-founder of the skeptical 
“Jesus Seminar,” even concedes that Christ’s 
death by Roman crucifixion is “the most 
certain fact about the historical Jesus.”  There 
are numerous attestations to these facts 
from ancient Jewish and Roman sources.  
According to the Babylonian Talmud, 
“Yeshua” was a false prophet hanged on 
Passover eve for sorcery and blasphemy.  No 
less a towering Jewish scholar than Joseph 
Klausner identifies the following references 
to Jesus in the Talmud:  Jesus was a rabbi 
whose mother, Mary (Miriam), was married 
to a carpenter who was nevertheless not the 
natural father of Jesus.  Jesus went with his 
family to Egypt, returned to Judea and made 
disciples, performed miraculous signs by 
sorcery, led Israel astray, and was deserted at 
his trial without any defenders.  On Passover 
eve he was crucified.

The burial of Jesus in the tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathea is mentioned in all four Gospels 
(Mt 27:57; Mk 15:43; Lk 23:50; Jn 19:38-
39). This is a specific detail that lends 
credibility to the account.  Furthermore, it’s an 
embarrassing detail that the disciples would 
not likely have forged.  After all, according 
to the Gospels, the disciples fled and Peter 
had even denied knowing Jesus.  Yet here is 
a wealthy and powerful member of the ruling 
Jewish Council (Sanhedrin), coming to Pilate 
to ask for permission to bury Jesus in his 
own tomb.  Adding to the embarrassment, 
according to John 19:38-42, Joseph was 
assisted in the burial by another leader of the 
Pharisees, Nicodemus (who met with Jesus 
secretly in John 3).  Joseph was of such a 
stature that Pilate conceded to deliver the 
body over to him, but only after confirming 
with the centurion that Jesus was in fact dead 
(Mk 15:44-45).



redhillchurch.org Page 7

2.   Jesus Christ’s tomb was empty after three days.
Not even this claim should be controversial 
today, since it was acknowledged by Romans 
and Jews as well as by the first Christians.  
Of course, there were widely divergent 
explanations, but there was a remarkable 
consensus on this point.  The Jewish leaders 
claimed that the body was stolen by the 
disciples.  This is asserted in Matthew 28:11-
15)…unable to locate Jesus, dead or alive…
the very fact that they sought alternative 
explanations for the resurrection demonstrates 
that the empty tomb was a historical fact.4

Of course, there are other evidences of the resurrection 
that I have not mentioned here.  Again, as one of 
my professors said to me, “When you look at all the 
evidence of Easter, it takes more faith not to believe 
than to believe!”  Easter is our hope.  Easter is God’s 
promise.  Again, I cite Hank Hanegraaff who makes 
the point so well:

The importance of this event cannot be 
minimized, for Jesus Himself proclaimed that 
His resurrection would prove His power over 
death, and thus His deity (John 2:18-22).  Not 
only that, but Christ’s resurrection is the very 
heart of the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

Yes!  Jesus is alive!  A new day, a new life has begun!  
The early church understood Jesus’ resurrection as 
the central witness to a new act of God in history 
and the victory of God in vindicating Jesus as the 
Messiah.  The resurrection marks the central faith 
confession of the early church and was the focal point 
for Christian worship, observed on the first 
day of each week since the first century (See 
Acts 20:7; Sunday was officially proclaimed 
the day of Christian worship in 321 A.D.).  
For us personally, because of Good Friday 
and Easter, our lives and deaths are taken up 
into His very life!  The very same power that 
raised Jesus is available for us in the present 
moment.  Because of Easter, everything is 
different!    
Fifty days after Easter, on the Day of 
Pentecost, the church would be sent out into 
the world, empowered by the promised Holy 
4   See Michael Horton, “Risen Indeed!”  www.whitehorseinn.
org 

Spirit, to proclaim this message of hope found in the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  As Saint 
Paul writes:

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from 
the dead, how can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 
even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ 
has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because 
we testified about God that he raised Christ, 
whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 
are not raised.16 For if the dead are not raised, 
not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 
and you are still in your sins.18 Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life 
only, we are of all people most to be pitied. (1 
Corinthians 15:12-19)

Where there was futility, now there is hope.  Where 
there was darkness, now there is light.  Where there 
was death, now there is life.   The spring of God’s new 
day has come!   
May you and your families have a happy and blessed 
Easter and springtime!  

In God’s Joy,
Pastor Seth  
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Biblical Community – Building Each Other Up In Faith 
By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community

John 13:34-35 teaches us “Just as I have loved you, 
you should love one another”

Through Jesus’s example, he teaches us, that as we 
mature in our faith, we are to be investing in the lives 
of others.  The best way to do this is in community.  
Jesus painstakingly spends all of His time modeling 
life for the 12 disciples, and then commands them to 
go and share the same with all the nations (everybody) 
to the ends of the earth.  True growth comes when we 
share our faith and hope with another person. 

These 12 disciples did not have books or lectures; 
they shared the way of Jesus by their living example, 
staying faithful to the words Jesus spoke to them in 
prayer and practice. They used this same example to 
strengthen those they encountered by providing hope 
for an eternal future.

The fact that you are reading this issue of The Vine 
leads me to believe that Jesus has already touched your 
heart in some way. You are moved enough to actually 
delve a little deeper into what Red Hill has to offer. 
So I ask you, are you sharing what Jesus has taught 

you about himself through your own life experiences? 
Have you found hope in his love? Do you believe He 
is guiding and caring for you? If you answered yes, 
have you thought about helping someone else who 
may be struggling? Certainly not everyone you meet 
will be receptive to what you have to share. Sometimes 
you have to start out slow with just a conversation, a 
friendly smile and “hello”.  We tend to isolate ourselves 
in the name of privacy and out of fear of being judged 
by others but I believe Jesus is challenging us to put 
those fears aside to let Him be known through the 
experiences each of us has had, good or bad, that 
might help another to be built up in faith.  Jesus never 
intended for us to live our life of faith alone.  His word 
becomes “living” when shared in community with one 
another.

I encourage you to ask God to show you who would 
benefit from what you have learned in life. If we are 
honest, not one of us can say that we got where we 
are in our faith today on our own.  God has ultimately 
put someone in our path that helped us through our 
struggles and doubts and perhaps was also there to 
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help us recognize and appreciate the good times, 
reminding us to praise Jesus when we forget that it is 
He who gives us all of our joys and blessings in this life.  
Nothing comes to us on its own - but through His hand.  
Community allows us the opportunity to share and 
listen to where a person is on their individual journey, 
and be reminded that good, or bad, Jesus is there.  We 
should always give praise for the good that we have 
in our lives, and pray with each other for strength to 
get through the mot so good times. 

In a daily devotion, I read this statement: “Anxiety 
never strengthens you for tomorrow; it only weakens 
you for today.  Every tomorrow has two handles: the 
handle of anxiety and the handle of faith.  Which 
will you use to get a “handle” on your day?  In a day 
when pressing problems greatly outnumber available 
solutions, where do you turn for your stability?”  One 
avenue is investing in Community. Specifically in small 
groups that provide a safe space to study God’s word 
together, share experiences and know we are not alone 
in our worldly struggles.  You are never too young or 
too old to recognize and share what Christ has done 
to walk you through a situation in this life and that 
experience and knowledge could help and encourage 
another do the same.  The things we learn through 
Christ are not meant to be solely for our own benefit, 
but are meant to be shared for the building up of the 
body of believers (Ephesians 4:12).

Oftentimes I research the steps other churches are 
taking to inspire better community and discipleship in 
their churches, seeking to find something that would 
benefit Red Hill, as well.  A while ago, I came across 
an item written by Pastor Josh Simpson of Calvary 
Church about their annual picnic and it really spoke 
to me about what my hope might be for community 
here at Red Hill.  

“The heart behind all events is for our Church family 
to connect, because we are Better Together!  There is 
something special about sitting down to a meal with 
someone. Jesus often ate with people and connected 
with them over a meal.  The Bible talks about eating 
over 600 times! It seems Jesus felt that the most 
effective times to build community and have significant 
conversations happened over a meal. This is also 
seen throughout the early church. Right from the start 
in Acts 2, we see shared meals being central to the 
fellowship of believers: 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled 
with awe, and many wonders and miraculous 
signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the 
believers were together and had everything in 
common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, 
they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47

In this passage, I can’t help but see the theme of Better 
Together. The early church knew that the secret to 
growth came through community and togetherness. 
As we grow together through biblical teaching and 
seek the Lord together in prayer, amazing things can 
happen!

That is my prayer for Red Hill. I want us to be a church 
family that LOVES being together, and that the result 
of this love and unity, may be that people in need would 
be helped, that many who are lost would be saved, and 
God would be praised for all He is doing!

As our country and community begins to re-open, we 
look forward to planning numerous events that will 
bring us back together. We currently have available 
small groups and one- on-one opportunities for 
connection and prayer.

I encourage you to watch the weekly bulletin every 
Sunday as we continue to offer new opportunities.  I 
want you to also feel free to reach out to me if you have 
a desire to begin a small group or if you are interested 
in joining  one of our existing groups.  As mentioned, 
as we begin to open up, and start returning to “normal” 
there will be several opportunities throughout the rest 
of this year made available for you to connect. 

You can find me on the patio each Sunday, or send me 
an email at acalderon@redhillchurch.org.
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 Red Hill and Livestreaming 
We’ve Sure Come a Long Way in a Short Time!

By Manny Olmedo

What a difference 365 days can make in the life of 
our Church!
We streamed our first service on a smart phone before 
the first lock-down in March of 2020.  Tom Waldron 
took it upon himself to try it on Facebook.  That 
following week, we were ordered to stop in-person 
services and our only option was to live stream our 
virtual services.  
We quickly gathered some equipment and assembled 
our first, makeshift “studio”.  Since the entire state 
of California was under similar orders, our service 
provider was overwhelmed. Our first attempt at 
livestreaming was glitchy  - to say the least!  
Each week thereafter, we steadily improved on the 
various elements that would be required to make the 
livestream process a success; Mostly by trial and error 
as we soon learned by making every possible error that 

could be made.  
But, from each of those setbacks, we 
learned, and didn’t repeat the same 
mistakes often.  We now offer a 
comprehensive and entertaining product 
that is available in various formats.
Let’s highlight the talent and resources 
of Red Hill that made all of this happen.
From the beginning, the primary players 
have been Marty Schaefer, Tom Waldron, 
Brandon Stoffregen, and me.  Key to 
everything we did was Isaiah Coughran, 
who was instrumental (pun intended) 
in arranging all aspects of our set-up, 

especially with the soundboard.  Isaiah’s eagerness 
and knowledge of our church capabilities proved to be 
invaluable. Once we had the basics, we added James 
Pace for his mastery of our presentation software that 
provides the lower-thirds song lyrics and Bible verses.
Since then we have added to our livestream crew. 
Jim McCracken, Jason Harney, Dave Coats, Denise 
Harbour and Scott Pickford have all volunteered. First, 
learning to operate cameras, and then moving on to 
other functions.  
Behind the scenes, with both time and equipment 
support, was a long-time personal, friend of mine, Jim 
Rusher.  He lent us camera equipment and provided 
some critical advice based on his experience with 
Saddleback Church.
The equipment and tasks can be reduced to three main 
areas: Video, Audio and Presentation.

Le t ’s  beg in  wi th 
Video. Here, we use 
up to eight cameras, 
four of which are 
named PTZ (Pan, 
Tilt, Zoom).  They are 
centrally controlled 
on one console.  The 
other four cameras 
a r e  c a m c o r d e r s 
repurposed for live 
video feeds (instead of 
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individual recordings).  Those eight inputs are brought 
into a main switch for selection.  
One person mans the switch and PTZ controller.  
Several of us have trained and rotate in this position.
Next is Audio. We continue to use the existing 
soundboard, but have added a separate “mix” dedicated 
for the livestream specifically.  This has been (and 

continues to be) the single most difficult task we 
have in setting up for the various events.  Brandon 
Stoffregen is usually behind the console, with Jason 
Harney in back-up.
Last, but of course, not least is  Presentation. This is 
the ever changing material that is added to the audio/
video feed in the form of lower-thirds text, graphics, 
videos, etc.  James Pace runs the software real-time in 
step with the Praise Band performers and Pastor Seth 
with the appropriate content.  Behind the scenes in all 
this is the liturgical content provided by Pastor Seth 
and Marty Schaefer.  James inputs this content into the 
presentation computer for both services.
All of this culminates in what we do. Every Sunday, 
we livestream both the classical and 
contemporary worship services.  We’ve 
also streamed our special services 
including Christmas Eve and will soon be 
streaming our Holy Week services.  Some 
of these services may be pre-recorded 
when appropriate.  Also, we stream the 
Wednesday morning Bible Study. 
As innovations, and our team’s capabilities 
improve and evolve, we will continue to 
seek other additional options to provide 
the most optimal worship experiences 
available. In fact, we have recently added 
a new capability that enables folks 
without internet connections to hear 

the audio portion of the livestream via their telephone.
Red Hill Lutheran School livestreams its Wednesday 
morning Chapel service.  This uses a totally different 
tech crew that includes both teachers and students.  
Mr. Ben Hunter, along with Isaiah Coughran, lead this 
team along with a few other teachers.  Several students 
use this opportunity as an addendum to their elective 
course curriculum.
Finally, and most importantly, all of this has been made 
possible by you – our Red Hill family!  
We are so grateful for your prayers, financial assistance 
and willingness to volunteer your talents, time and 
skills.   
To that end, we continue to need volunteers to keep 
the operations running.  If you have an aptitude and/
or desire to help out, we can start you on cameras and 
work up from there.  
Please contact me at molmedo@redhillchurch.
org or info@redhillchurch.org.  
Finally, our livestream capabilities enable us to reach 
and serve many of our congregants who would not be 
able to participate in any other way.  
And folks who reside beyond our local community can 
still tune in and hear God’s word.  We now have new 
worship attendees that reside outside of California!
We know that livestreaming is here to stay.  Even 
when the pandemic is behind us, and we are able to 
gather together again for worship, Bible study, and all 
that church community entails, we will continue to 
livestream our services in order to reach beyond our 
community. 

RHLC’s livestream team: Dave Coats, Jason Harney, Manny Olmedo, James Pace, Tom Waldron, 
Denise Harbour, Brandon Stoffregen, Isaiah Coughran, Marty Schaefer, Jim McCracken



The VinePage 12

Baptism at Red Hill

Martin Luther said this about Baptism:  
Indeed if I had the matter under my control, I 
would not want God speak to me from heaven 
or appear to me, but I would want—and my 
daily prayers are directed to this end—that 
I might have the proper respect and true 
appreciation for the gift of Baptism.  

So true!  Baptism is the beginning of a life that is 
dedicated to Jesus and Jesus’ 
teachings and ways.  It is through 
Baptism that God comes to us 
and washes us, joining us to Jesus 
Christ and to Jesus’ church.  
Are you interested in Baptizing 
your child?  Are you interested in 
being Baptized yourself?  Perhaps 
you just have some questions about 
Christian Baptism; what it is and 
what it’s about?  If you answered 
yes to any of these questions then 
you are invited to take the next 
steps for Baptism at Red Hill. 

Contact Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, 
Donna Kunz, at the Church Office:  714-544-3131 
ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.org.   You will then 
be sent a Baptism packet which includes:

*A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the Baptism 
process.

*Two booklets: “Welcome to the Family” and “A 
Word to My Sponsor” (God Parents).  

*A Baptism registration form.
You are asked to read through these resources and share 
them with your prospective sponsors.  Complete the 
registration form and bring it with you when you meet 
with Pastor Seth, which is the next step.  
After reading the materials, contact Donna in the 
Church Office to make an appointment to meet with 
Pastor Seth.   
During your meeting with the Pastor, he will provide 
an overview of Christian Baptism and the Service of 
Holy Baptism as administered in the Lutheran Church, 
as well as an opportunity to ask any questions you may 
have from the readings.  
After this meeting, the Baptism can be scheduled 
during one of the two Sunday morning Worship 
services. (Sponsors are welcome to attend the meeting 
with Pastor Seth, but it is not mandatory)
If you have any questions, contact Donna Kunz or 
Pastor Seth in the church office.  May our Lord guide 
you in this significant step in your Christian life!



redhillchurch.org Page 13

Spring Sermon Series
The corporate Worship of God’s people is central to the 
life of faith and the ministry of the church.  Worship 
in the Lutheran Church is more than a “feeling” or a 
“style” (as in classical or contemporary).  The Divine 
Service of Worship has a two-fold trajectory.  First, 
through Worship, God serves His people through 
Word and Sacrament, for the purpose of creating and 
sustaining faith.  In the Lutheran Church, the two 
Sacraments celebrated and received through corporate 
Worship are Baptism and Holy Communion.  
Second, in response to God’s grace and call through the 
Holy Spirit, the church serves God through Worship, 
acknowledging and celebrating the worth and glory of 
the Triune God.  Thus, Worship is, “Surrendering to, 
and the loving, celebrating, honoring, and glorifying 
of, the Triune God with gratitude for His creating, 
redeeming, and sanctifying work, received through 
Word and Sacrament.”   We believe that every Sunday 
God meets us—meets you!  Worship is truly, holy time!
As God meets and serves us in Worship, through the 
sermon and Compass series we explore what God’s 
Word teaches us about the Gospel and following Jesus 
through our lives.  Here is what we will be studying 
through the next few months:

 “Finding New Life from the Empty Tomb of Jesus!”
(April-May)

“But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he 
said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from 
the dead, and behold, he is going before you to 
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told 
you.’” (Matthew 28.5-7)

This past year has been challenging to say the least! A 
global pandemic (and the social-isolation associated 
with the pandemic), a politically and socially divided 
Nation, economic concerns, and social-media 
bombardment, are leading many people in our world 
today (maybe you?) to ask questions about God, what 
is true, and if there is any hope for the brokenness that 
surrounds us? A recent study done by the American 
Bible Society showed that 67.8% of people are 
“Bible curious,” and in June, 2020, more people were 
exploring the Bible for the first time than in January 

2020! What many people are looking for, and what 
we need, is the hope of new life that Easter has made 
possible! 
The Gospel message (good news!) is that God in Christ 
entered into our messy and broken world (and lives) 
to give us new life—a life of freedom, joy, and hope!  
Through Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension, 
Jesus has achieved for us not only forgiveness and 
reconciliation with our Heavenly Father, He also 
provides the power and resources to break through our 
fears, failings, and frustrations, so that we can live in 
the freedom and hope of God’s love and mercy. Saint 
Paul’s articulates this very reality:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation…” (2 Corinthians 5.17-18) 
Through this series we will explore some of the 
common, spiritual and emotional struggles we face 
in our lives, and how as disciples of Jesus, we can 
breakthrough these struggles and be transformed by 
the love and power of Jesus Christ, experiencing the 
new life of faith, hope, and love!  
April 4th: (Easter Sunday): “The Victory!”
April 11th: “Our True Identity.”  
April 18th: “Finding New Life From… Shame and 

Guilt.”
April 25th “Finding New Life From…Anxiety.”
May 2nd: “Finding New Life From… “Fear.”
May 9th: “Finding New Life From… “Depression.” 
May 16th: “Finding New Life From… “Feeling Lost”
May 23rd (Pentecost Sunday/Confirmation Sunday): 

“The Power of New Life.”
May 30th (Trinity Sunday/Memorial Day Weekend): 
“The Source of New Life.” 
Grab your Bibles, bring a friend, and/or plan to make 
new friends as you Worship on Sunday morning either 
in person or via livestream! Do not miss one single 
Sunday of Worship.  God is ready to meet you—and 
love you!
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“Disciple U” 
Growing in the Christin Faith

A growing Christian is a Christian who is a student of 
the Word of God.  God’s Word, the Bible, is the Word 
of the living God, revealing His character, love, grace, 
as well as directions for living faithful, obedient lives 
in this world.  

As Lutherans, we believe that God speaks to us through 
Law (what we should and should not do) and Gospel 
(What God has already done; we are chosen and 
forgiven based NOT on what we should and shouldn’t 
do, but on God’s grace through Christ).  At Red Hill, 
one of our core values and ministry “targets” is the 
teaching and preaching of God’s Word, equipping 
believers for faithful living.  

One opportunity to study the Bible happens on 
Wednesday mornings.  The study begins with singing 
a few of our more classical hymns, led by Dr. Linda 
Brown (don’t worry if you can’t sing—the Pastor can’t 
either!)  We then pray for our needs as well as the needs 
of others, finally asking God to guide our study of His 
Word as we begin the exploration of the text for the 
day!  All of this in 45 minutes!   You are welcome to 
join us for these upcoming studies:

“Wednesdays in the Word” Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study

“Is it the End Times? The Book of Revelation”
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. (Livestreamed 

and Recorded)
Church Sanctuary

Teacher: Pastor Seth
Last fall, we began a verse-by-verse study in the book 
of Revelation. The opening words, “The revelation 
of Jesus Christ,” indicates the source, content and 
purpose of the entire book. The word, “revelation,” is 
a translation of the Greek word, apokalypsis, which 
means, “an unveiling,” a “disclosure.” From this 
word comes the English “apocalypse.” The vision of 
Revelation was given to John the Apostle by Jesus, in 
order to tell the church “what must soon take place.” 

Most scholars believe that John wrote Revelation in 
approximately 95 A.D. while in prison on the Greek 
island of Patmos. John writes at a time when the 
church was facing severe persecution. The Roman 

Emperor Domitian demanded to be called: “Lord and 
God” by all in the empire. The early Christians refused 
to worship the emperor or any other pagan deities. 
Hence, they were mocked, imprisoned, tortured, 
and martyred. Consequently, John seeks to comfort 
suffering Christians and encourage their continuing 
faithful witness, using imagery and symbols that reflect 
the victory that even now belongs to the people of God 
through the “Lamb that was slain” but now is risen and 
reigning!  This victory belongs to the church then, and 
in every age!  As the Lutheran Study Bible describes:

The challenging Book of Revelation presents 
not merely the stormy future of suffering that 
will afflict the earth but also a message of 
hope—a haven for the beleaguered soul. In 
Revelation, we see that Christ is enthroned on 
high, mediating on our behalf and planning for 
our salvation. He will return in glory to deliver 
the Church from evil. On the island of Patmos, 
He gave these stormy visions to John for our 
comfort.1

Even though we are in the middle of Revelation, past 
classes are posted on our website and you can join us 
at any time in this study!  

1  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
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Coming Soon During “Wednesdays in the Word”

The Gospel of Mark
Transformation and the Life of Discipleship
The Gospel of Mark is an account of the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Mark is also 
an account of human transformation. The people who 
encountered Jesus, particularly the twelve disciples, 
experienced transformed in their lives through 
Jesus’ healing, forgiveness, and mercy. Human 
transformation is the result of an encounter with Jesus 
and His redeeming love.  

The Gospel of Mark tells the story of who Jesus is and 
what Jesus came to accomplish in this world.  As we 
study this account of Jesus’ life and mission, we will see 
how the disciples’ understanding of who Jesus was and 
what He came to do was continually challenged, and 
because of that challenge 
in understanding, the 
disciples’ assumptions 
about, and expectations 
of Jesus, re-directed 
their lives! The Bible 
calls this re-direction 
“repentance.” Repentance 
i s  no t  j u s t  t u rn ing 
AWAY from something 
or someone; it is also 
turning TO something or 
someone.  The Gospel of Mark is clear: This turning 
to someone is Jesus Christ and the life of discipleship.  

As a result of this on-going process of discipleship 
(also called in the New Testament “conversion”) the 
twelve disciples became individually and corporately 
transformed and empowered to love and serve others 
in the name of Jesus Christ. You too, are called by God 
to embark on this same journey of discipleship and 
transformation. This is truly the “good news” (gospel) 
of Mark.

Learning Objectives:
To deepen our understanding of the range and scope of 
the Gospel of Mark. We will look at its structure and 
thematic elements.

To fully understand who Jesus is and what He came 
to do in your life. The Gospel of Mark as a whole will 
reveal an increasingly “converting” group of disciples 
and a changing understanding of Jesus’ mission in the 
world.

To understand the dynamics of personal change and 
conversion in our lives. We will discuss conversion 
and the conversion process. It will be the thesis of 
this study that Christian discipleship is an ongoing 
“spiritual journey” in life. 

While Christians are never fully perfected in life, we 
must be committed to on-going spiritual maturity. 

This journey toward 
spiritual maturity is 
called discipleship.

T o  d e v e l o p  a n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 
Christian discipleship 
and its relationship to 
conversion and human 
transformation.

A commitment to apply 
to one’s life the scriptural truths discussed in this course 
and an on-going commitment to Christian discipleship. 
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The Women of Red Hill
By Nancy Pace

The last several months have proven quite difficult 
for our country and communities, but the women of 
RHL have continued to be as active as possible.  The 
women’s groups cover areas of Bible study, fellowship 
and service.  Here is some information on past events 
and things in which to look forward. It is important to 
note that by no means does this cover them all!

Probably the most traditional of all groups here at Red 
Hill are the Women’s Circles, who meet on the first 
Tuesday of each month for Bible study.  The council, 
often with input from Pastor Seth, choose a book or 
study that all the circles use.  The time and location 
varies depending on needs of the various groups of 
women. As the number of circles continue to either 
increase or decrease over the past several years, 
meeting locations also are adapted to the size of the 
circle, and the most appropriate places to hold these 
meetings.   In the past, a number of circles have met in 
homes.  More recently, some circles have migrated to 
the church campus, and have met in the music library, 
the CLC, or Peter’s Parish.  Currently, there are three 
active circles, though during the last year, all the circles 
have been on hiatus due to Covid-19 concerns.  

Watch for the circles to resume meeting as the 
vaccinations roll out, and ladies become comfortable 
to meet in groups again.  Also, if there is a group of 
women wanting to start a new circle, we would love 
to make that happen. 

Speaking of the council, many thanks to Colleen Rust, 
Event Coordinator, for successfully organizing two 
women’s fundraising events last year.  The diaper drive 
in July and the Christmas gifts in December were very 
successful initiatives and had such a positive impact 
on the communities in need.

Another long standing service group are the Quilters.  
After a brief break last spring, a small group of the 
quilters, practicing social distancing, started back up 
assembling quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  Quilt 
sales and Quilt Sunday looked a little different, but it 
was still a successful year.  More than 300 quilts were 
assembled!  Thanks to those who purchased quilts on 
the patio as well as online.  The purchases of quilts 
help fund needed items that are not donated.

The RHL Women’s Book Club has continued to meet.  
This is a fellowship group that meets once month, in 
Peter’s Parish, to discuss their book of month.  For 
more information, please contact Marlene Thorson, 
714/352-5896 or emthor@cox.net.

There are other small groups available all the time.  
Angie Calderon organizes a weekly, Thursday evening 
study that meets from 6:15-7:30pm.  This past year, she 
hosted two online Jen Wilkin studies, one on Hebrews 
and another on The Sermon on the Mount.  Currently, 
this small group is studying Philip Yancey, Prayer.  For 

more information about this group, 
contact Angie Calderon, acalderon@
redhillschool.org or (714)878-3274.

If you are available on Monday nights 
(a great way to start the week!), there 
are two opportunities.  There is a small 
group that meets for study in Peter’s 
Parish and is an ongoing group.  For 
the season of Lent, Angie has been 
also holding Prayer Nights on the 
church patio, from 6:00-8:00pm.
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The Women Of Red Hill Thank You 
For Your Support

By Jennifer Brown
A special thank you to everyone in the congregation 
who contributed to Red Hill Women’s Christmas 
Fundraiser.  Through your generous gifts, we were 
able to put together 30 travel bags full of goodies 
for the parents of homeless families, who during the 
Christmas holidays, were staying at the Home Aid 
Orange County Family Care Center in Orange.  
Large duffle bags were filled with “wish list” items 
to carry necessities including toiletry kits as well as 
individual items for men and women including soap, 
lotion, toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, 
shaving cream, comb, brush, scarves, gloves, hats, 
socks, headphones, drink tumblers, hand-made 
COVID face masks, blankets, and gift cards for Target 
and Starbucks.   The members of Red Hill donated 
over $800 for these gift cards.
We know the recipients were happy for the kindness 
shown to them.  It was a very Merry Christmas indeed 
for many people!  Thank you, Red Hill, for your 
continuous generosity!

In addition to the women’s groups, there are also 
Sunday Worship service opportunities available.  More 
ushers, Altar Guild and Hospitality volunteers are 
always needed.  

As a way to help keep people connected, Angie is in 
the process of setting up a “buddy system”.  To keep 
in touch with one or two people a month, via phone, in 
person, or pen pal.  Please keep an eye on the Sunday 
bulletin for more information, or feel free to touch 
base with Angie, either in person on Sundays, or via 
email or telephone.

Again, this is just a brief look at the opportunities for 
all the women of Red Hill.  As we begin to reopen and 
as gatherings become permissible, watch the Sunday 
bulletin for more and more opportunities.  

Please also feel free to reach out to me by email at 
n15pace@yahoo.com or via telephone or text at 
(949)439-5125.  

I would be more than happy to get you in touch with 
any of the groups.
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Our students were able to ask the astronauts such 
questions as: 

1. What kind of science do you do in space?
2. If animals could go to the space station with you which 

animal would you bring and why?
3. What was the hardest thing you had to do while train-

ing to be an astronaut?
4. How does your body feel when you are floating in 

space?
5. What is your favorite room in the ISS?

6. Who is one person that you are grateful for and why?
7. Why did the crew select baby Yoda to float around the 

spacecraft at launch?
8. If there happened to be a fire on the ISS, would the fire 
float? If so, would a fire extinguisher work to set out the 

fire?
9. What are your goals for space exploration?

10. What is going through your mind when taking off?
11. When back on earth, what do you miss most about 

space and how long does it take to re-adapt?
12. Does space feel like a second home to you?

13. What’s your favorite food in space?
14. What do you do for fun in space?

15. What was the best experience you had in space?
16. How do you know when it is time to wake up and 

when it is time to go to sleep?
17. If you went back in time to talk to your younger self to 

prepare for something in space, what would it be?
18. While training for missions are there any sports that 

helped you prepare?
19. When you were young, did you dream of flying a space 

shuttle?

ARISS and NASA Team Up With Red Hill Students 
For An Out Of This World Experience!

By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal, RHLS

“Mystery creates wonder and wonder is the basis of 
man’s desire to understand.” ~ Neil Armstrong 

Red Hill Lutheran School feels blessed beyond 
measure for the opportunity to communicate with an 
astronaut aboard the International Space Station. The 
ISS astronauts are heroic role models to our students, 
inspiring them to pursue and achieve their dreams, 
especially in the STEM fields. 
As a National Blue Ribbon School and Top 25 School 
in Orange County, students and teachers at Red Hill 
Lutheran School are passionate about always learning 
and growing to be the best that we can be. Our 423 
students have spent this school year immersed in the 
Wonders of Space. From cultivating tomato seeds from 
Space, admiring Scott Kelly’s Endurance, learning 
Morse Code, studying HAM radio, to visiting Space 
through Virtual Reality, the year has been filled with 
learning opportunities that have enriched the student 
experience. These activities encouraged students to 
creatively wonder about astronauts’ lives in Space 
and formulate questions based on their research and 
curiosity. 
Lessons from their classroom and STEM teachers 
provided a background for them to critically think and 
pose questions, skills that will serve them well in their 
academics and future careers. 
As Neil Armstrong said, understanding begins with 
wondering. By communicating with astronauts, 
students’ wonderings will not only lead them to gain 
new understandings but also create experiences they 
will hold onto for a lifetime. 
With a STEM program across all grade levels and a 
year focused on Space, this has truly been a team effort 
involving students, parents, teachers, administrators, 
and community members. 
Our community partnerships include the NASA Space 
Club, First the Seed Foundation, Project Lead the Way, 
The Hughes Amateur Radio Club, and ARISS. This 
opportunity will not only reach the school community 
but will be shared live online through video streaming 
and social media, reaching out to the larger community 
and beyond. 
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We had an historic day here on the RHLS campus as 
students spoke directly with NASA Astronaut, 
US Space Force Colonel, Michael S. Hopkins as 
he traveled 200 miles overhead at 27,000 mph on 
the International Space Station (ISS).  The program 
and communication were streamed live on the Amateur 
Radio - International Space Station (ARISS) YouTube 
channel and also recorded and now available on RHLS 
YouTube channel along with the post event certificate 
presentation and video learning highlights and songs 
from RHLS students.  

Both ABC7 Eyewitness News and The Orange 
County Register covered this event.  Both news 
outlets interviewed students. Sid Garcia as well as a 
photographer with ABC7 Eyewitness News arrived 
in their most recgnizable news van, and reporter 
Susan Goulding, accompanied by an OC Register 
photographer, wrote a wonderful news story, alongside 
terrific photographs that were featured in both print 
and online.   

This was an amazing experience for our students, 
teachers, and entire school community.  It is one to 
watch, and then watch again.  Thanks to all of our 
teachers, staff, and students for their commitment to 
hard work in learning about space, the ISS, NASA, 
and our God of Wonders.

To view the events of the day, please 
visit https://www.youtube.com/c/
RedHillLutheranChurchandSchool/videos “NASA 
ARISS Event”

Sid Garcia interviews Sara  Bridgeman:

Susan Goulding interviews RHLS students
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GREAT HYMNS OF THE FAITH:
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (Surrexit Christus hodie) – “Easter Hymn”

By Marty Schaefer, Director of Worship & Arts

Writing the story of this hymn is a task complicated by 
the hymn’s early origins, the many changes that it has 
undergone through the centuries, and the conflicting 
data found in the various resources that I consulted.
Another problem is that it is possible to confuse this 
hymn with “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.”  While 
the words of the two hymns are different, the first lines 
are similar.  No serious musician will be confused 
by the similarity, but most people in the pews aren’t 
serious musicians.
Also, there are two tunes associated with these two 
hymns—”Easter Hymn” and “Llanfair”—and I 
found both hymns sung to both tunes, depending on 
the hymnal. When both are 
included, one hymn will be 
sung to one tune and the other 
hymn to the other tune.
I should also note that there is 
a variant of “Christ the Lord 
Is Risen Today” without the 
Alleluias (and sometimes 
without the verse that starts 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen 
Today”), and there are at 
least three tunes associated 
with that hymn— “Orientis 
Partibus,” “Savannah,” and 
“Resurrexit.”
The Latin text on which “Jesus 
Christ Is Risen Today” is a trope on the “Benedicamus 
Domino,” found in three manuscripts of the fourteenth 
century from Prague, Engleberg, and Munich. The 
English translation first appeared in Lyra Davidica, 
published by John Walsh, a famous music printer, in 
1708.  There the text read as follows:

Jesus Christ is risen today, Halle-Halle-lujah. 
Our triumphant Holyday 
Who so lately on the Cross 
Suffer’d to redeem our loss.
Haste ye females from your fright 
Take to Galilee your flight 
To his sad disciples say 
Jesus Christ is risen today.

In our Paschal joy and feast 
Let the Lord of life be blest 
Let the Holy Trine be prais’d 
And thankful hearts to heaven be rais’d.

This hymn had its origins in a 14th century Latin 
carol, “Surrexit Christus hodie,” the author of which 
is entirely anonymous.
It was translated into English by Nahum Tate (a poet 
laureate) and Nicholas Brady (an Anglican clergyman) 
and paired with the tune “Easter Hymn” in the book 
Lyra Davidica in 1708.  Then after major revisions 
and with new stanzas, it was published in Arnolds 
Compleat Psalmodist in 1779.

The stanza that begins, “Sing 
we to our God above,” was 
written in 1740 by Charles 
Wesley and added much 
later—apparently long after 
the 1779 publication of 
Compleat Psalmodist.
The hymn tune “Easter 
H y m n ”  ( a l s o  c a l l e d 
“Worgan”) appeared in 
Lyra Davidica (1708). The 
composer is unknown.  The 
tune underwent numerous 
changes as it passed through 
the last half of the eighteenth 
century. 

The basic shape comes from Arnold’s The Compleat 
Psalmodist and several of the notes are appogiaturas 
(musical “grace notes” in a melody that are resolved 
to the regular note of the chord) that were added 
later in the century.  The tune seems to have been 
quite popular, appearing in a number of English and 
American collections. It was sometimes ascribed to 
“Dr. Worgan,” and Henry Edward Dibdin.
On Easter Sunday at Red Hill Lutheran, it is tradition 
that, no matter which of the other great hymns are 
played, we will sing “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” to 
celebrate the Resurrection!
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Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

who did once upon the cross Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia!
unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia!

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above Alleluia!
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!

praise him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
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The Intimate Promise of the Resurrection 
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

When I was twenty-three, my mom died rather 
unexpectedly from a cancer that had been silently 
killing her for 11 years.  My mom was a force to deal 
with; truly one of the strongest person I have ever 
known.  When she received her diagnosis, my world 
paused its spinning and I struggled to find meaning.  
She transformed from a fierce, energetic, and capable 
woman to a shell of herself in just eight short weeks.  At 
her funeral, our Pastor shared a powerful word found 
in 1st Peter, chapter one:

 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 
us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil 
or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for 
you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that 
is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all 
this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the 
proven genuineness of your faith—of greater 
worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though 
you have not seen him, you love him; and even 
though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and are filled with an  inexpressible and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end 
result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

As I have walked through the grief of my mom’s death 
for the past twenty-five years, I have reflected often 
on this section of 1st Peter.  The generosity of God’s 
character is on full display in the person and work 
of Jesus.  He has correctly made note of our exact 
circumstance.  He has gone to the cross to atone for 
all of our sins, and He has lavished a full and complete 
love over us as we walk in relationship with Him and 
with one another.

One of the ways I have found increasing joy and 
solace in the past two decades has been through the 
regular rhythms of congregational life.  Throughout the 
chaotic pace of my daily schedule, I can find myself in 

a meeting, partway through a TV show, or even on a 
walk and have trouble remembering how I happened 
to get there because I was functioning on “autopilot”.  
Often, my church life, prior to my mom’s death, was 
much the same.  I followed a liturgy I knew by heart, 
but hadn’t taken to heart.  

There is meaning, hope, and lavish love poured out 
on the worshiper during worship by a powerful and 
merciful God.  As we come into His presence, we 
are able to slough off the worldly cares and bring 
the troubling worries and concerns to the cross as 
we kneel in confession.  Our hearts explode with joy 
at the wonder of God’s forgiveness, and in our own 
identities. We are reminded of these in the reading and 
preaching of His word, as well as in the songs we sing!  
Our voices raised in song and in prayer allow us to lay 
aside our grief, to experience joy even in sorrow, and 
to be reminded of the faithfulness of our God.  We 
sit with the community of faith and we know that no 
matter what we face, we do not face it alone, for God 
has gone ahead of us and He has created a place for us 
to process life with Him and with one another.

The pandemic has amplified what I have long known 
to be true in my life, and I’m guessing in yours as 
well:  When calamity strikes we step forward with 
the strengths we have built up.  While clearly God did 
not send the pandemic into our world, He has a way 

Shelli Haynes with her parents, Connie and John Jolivette
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of using all of the joys and sorrows of life to move 
His plan of salvation forward.  He was not caught off 
guard by Covid-19, and He has been working to bring 
things to the forefront that need attention.  While we 
do not know His exact ways or purposes yet, His plan 
throughout the Scriptures has been plain:  He is faithful.  
He is loving.  He seeks to know us intimately and to 
guide us.  He sent us Jesus as a redeemer so that we 
can look forward in faith even as we face trials that 
will define us.  

This spring I hope you will enjoy the gifts of worship 
with fresh eyes and a renewed perspective.  Even as the 
Covid-19 restrictions begin to ease, and there appears 
to be a brighter light at the end of the proverbial tunnel, 
there are sure to be additional stressors in our lives.  All 
along, we have been given a precious gift and we can 
access it more easily than ever before! You and I have 
been blessed with an intimate promise of resurrection 
at the end of days but also during the tough days we 
might be facing.  Our God is sure and steadfast.  You 
can trust Him! 

My prayer during this past year has been that my 
students and their families, indeed this whole, beautiful 
community of faith, would stop and seek God, so 

that their faith might be deepened and renewed.  I am 
praying fiercely for you and I really appreciate your 
continued prayers for me and for our church staff.   We 
feel it!  We rejoice in it, and in our God of Wonders!
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Prioritizing Health in the Days of the Pandemic 
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

A year into lockdown, one of the fascinating and 
disturbing byproducts for many students in our 
culture is a burgeoning sense of isolation, and 
meaninglessness.  Each day has become very similar 
to the one that just ended, and will likely be the same 
as the days to come.  All of us have marked at least 
one birthday in the time of pandemic. According to a 
recent Axios study, mental health claims among teens 
has more than doubled since the onset of the pandemic.  
Life has largely been canceled, and each week students 
see goal posts changing in the medical field, in the 
political field, and in in the cultural climate.  With so 
muc  h swirling change, many students have opted to 
hunker down and become one with their bedrooms.  It 
is fascinating to me to watch as many seek to control 
their surroundings by adding more goal posts and 
further limiting their activity levels.  

Understandably, the pandemic has caused many of us 
to revert to some unhealthy behaviors.  I was doing 
so well at the beginning of quarantine, but fell off the 
healthy train some time ago and need to hop back on!  
I have had the opportunity over the last year to talk 
with parents about their struggles and successes and I 
thought it might be good to share a list of some very 
helpful things we can all try as we seek to address our 
own mental and overall family health:

At Home
It is wonderful to establish rhythms for each day and 
have one or two non-negotiables.  One parent shared 
that every single day he sets out a glass full of water for 
each member of the family as he is making coffee in 
the morning.  Why? Because he knows that hydration 
is so important for brain function and for so many 
other areas of our body to work its best!  Another 
parent sheepishly told me that her family colors with 
crayons to combat stress.  You know what? She is on 
to something!  Using a crayon or pencil to color a page 
allows the creative parts of our brains to heal some 
of the nonstop stress we face throughout the week.  
In fact, science tells us that it takes about 30 minutes 
to emotionally realign or reset.  It is so important to 
push this reset button – our bodies will benefit from 
the reduction of stress!

Finally, here’s a fun idea a parent recently shared with 
me:  Using your Alexa, have one family member ask 
the service to play a song (tell Alexa the title).  Go 
around the family, listening to the songs.  The next 
person must ask Alexa to play a song that begins with 
the last letter of the song just played.  
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At Work
Setting boundaries is the number one idea I have heard 
from families and experts alike!  Creating a space for 
your own personal rejuvenation is key.  Maybe you can 
try to set apart 30 minutes to enjoy a book or start a 
hobby.  Perhaps you can plan to enjoy a weekly Sabbath 
with some special food or worshiping with friends or 
family (in person or through a watch party).  Maybe 
boundaries can be as simple as selecting the “schedule 
send” on your email browser or “taking in” for four 
minutes a day.  This practice asks you to focus on your 
own breathing as you take in the environment around 
you.  Without taking action, this practice allows you to 
make note of what is around you, your thoughts about 
it, and how you are processing what is around you in 
that moment.  You can end this very simple practice 
by talking about what you notice with God.  

Why am I promoting these seemingly offbeat ideas?  
This pandemic has allowed for a lot of time to try 
new things with your family, to learn new things 
individually, and to build some safeguards within our 
faith community.  These ideas are poised to help us 
focus on biological health, emotional and interpersonal 
health, as well as interesting ideas to allow our brains 

to heal from the constant 
data dump we experience 
every day.  In the midst 
of a workday, being able 
to lessen the anxiety or 
intentionally act instead of 
spontaneously reacting is so 
healthy!  

This past year, as the entire 
world experienced the 
pandemic, it has been very 
tempting to buy into the 
culture’s message of every day running into the next.  
We might have been busier before the pandemic hit us, 
but many of us might have missed regularly celebrating 
the gifts and freedoms of the living hope that Jesus 
gifted to us.  Maybe we replaced regular worship with 
sports, brunch, or the luxury of sleeping in!  Perhaps 
the pace of our day did not allow us to spend time in 
God’s word.  It is possible that we have prayed less, 
and as a result, we have forgotten the beauty of a life 
lived through prayer.   .

Fortunately we have much to learn from and so much 
joy to be found in this faith community!  As we look 
forward to Easter and the Resurrection, I am prayerful 
that you will include one or two of the ideas listed 
above and add them to your regular day.  I am curious 
how your life and overall health might look if you 
decided to change even one thing you are currently 
doing, in favor of our own health.  

How might your changes inspire and encourage others?  
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Calling all Volunteers!
Get Set for VBS!

By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Red Hill, after a long year on “PAUSE”, will you join 
us here on our Red Hill campus, June 14th through 
18th, from 9:00 am until 12:00 Noon for Vacation 
Bible School?  
We are looking for a wide variety of volunteers in order 
to create a safe, meaningful experience for kids and 
their families, friends and neighbors!  
Reaching our neighbors is precisely what we are here 
for and this year, we need all hands on deck!  This 
year’s theme is PRESS PLAY: 
GET IN THE MIX 
Something remarkable can happen when a child starts 
learning to see themselves the way God sees them. To 
us, that’s real confidence. This year, we’re planning a 
VBS that encourages every child to know that because 
of Jesus, they can have confidence. They are known, 
they belong, they are forgiven, they can change and 
they can make a difference. 
Registration for VBS opens on April 11th. You may 
sign up at www.redhillchurch.or/vbs.

Please pray for this week of 
outreach and encouragement 
for kids in our community. 
If you are interested in 
serving this year, we need:
•	 intentional prayer 
warriors to pray for 
specific needs
•	 volunteers to help set 
up and decorate our onsite 
experience
•	 adults who would 
distribute the “At Home 
VBS” kits to those who 
will be having a virtual or 
at home experience this 
year
•	 helpers who will team 
up with us to prepare 
the at home kits and the 

preschool kits 
•	 donations of various items to enhance the 

experience for those kids who join us on 
campus

•	 helpers who would be willing to look for 
some specific items at goodwill stores or 
other shops in order to make the week come 
to life.

•	 volunteers to lead small groups of kids on 
campus

•	 servants who would be willing to run audio 
visual pieces

•	 photographers
•	 daily greeters

If you are feeling the itch to help out with this fun and 
important week, we would love to hear from you!  
Please email Beth at beths@redhillchurch.org. You 
may also reach out to me at shaynes@redhillchurch.
org.
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RHLS Parent Teacher Fellowship 
Always Looking Ahead

By Liz Latch, PTF Board Member

“The LORD will fight  for you; you need only  to be 
still.” – Exodus 14:14
God has gathered a dedicated team of parents to lead 
our RHLS Parent Teacher Fellowship (PTF). We are 
already planning for the 2021-2022 school year, but let 
me share some great things happening now.

Our wonderful Room Parents, led by our amazing Mrs. 
Morgan Taylor (VP of Volunteers), have been sharing 
“tokens of appreciation” with our teachers. Each month 
there is a theme behind our appreciation: March is 
“Lucky to Know You” and April will be “You’re an 
Eggscellent Teacher”! Morgan is currently planning 
our week-long teacher appreciation celebration in May.

As I write this article, Mrs. Chantey Darling is working 
her heart out on our online auction!* Chantey works 
year round building and executing all that goes into this 
amazing auction. Every year she has solidified funds 
to improve our school and during Covid, these funds 
are keeping our children safe and in the classroom. 
This year she is assisted by Mrs. Cynthia McGuff and 
they have devoted many, many hours to gathering 
auction items, building baskets, creating inventories, 
and marketing this fantastic event! .

We are incredibly excited about our “welcoming 
committee” which is growing under the leadership 
of Mrs. Molly Higgs. Our Alumni Association is in 
a preliminary phase awaiting the right people to lead 
its growth. Our spectacular garden leaders have been 
running the show without outside assistance this year, 
however, they cannot wait for volunteers to be allowed 
to participate once again.

The PTF board is honored to be serving our school in 
this capacity and we ask your prayers for guidance, 
growth, and strength.. May we hear the Lord clearly 
and follow His call. 
If you are interested in learning more, please contact 
me at ptf@redhillschool.org. 

 Photo: From left to right: Christine Khames, Joy Muntz, Morgan Taylor, Liz Latch. Not Pictured: Chantey Darling

*Note from Dr. Paul Marquardt:
Thanks so much for your generous support of our PTF 
Auction and Preschool Trike-A-Thon.  Together we raised 
$138,117 for Covid PPE items so that we are able to be 
open safely with in person instruction; and $6,000 for our 
Preschool STEAM curriculum materials and needed yard-2 
supplies.
We are grateful for your on-going prayerful support and 
partnership in this important process of Christian Education.
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the grapevine

Despite the pandemic, our quilters stayed hard at work creating quilts 
for the needy and Lutheran World Relief. In October 2020, we held 

our annual Quilt Sale on the patio and, for the first time, on-line!

Above: Dr. Marquardt and Mrs. Bridgman were surprised with a 
celebration and recognition in school chapel.
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Clockwise on this page: Christmas Eve services with live nativity; the RHLS students receiving their awards after the ARISS - 
NASA event; RHLS students and Mr. Ben Hunter who manned and operated the sound board during the ARISS event



The VinePage 30

A New Year With Many Firsts!
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal, RHLS

February was a very historic and exciting month 
here on the RHLS campus.  We talked with NASA 
Astronaut Michael Hopkins on the International Space 
Station (ISS) and also witnessed the landing of the 
Mars Rover Perseverance.  The local media including 
ABC7 Eyewitness News and the Orange County 
Register provided coverage of these two historic 
events.  Red Hill Lutheran School was prominently 
featured on broadcast news, and in print.  and shared 
with the larger community that Christian Education is 
also Academically Excellent.

More importantly, we began the season of Lent with 
Ash Wednesday chapel and are in the midst of our 
40 Days of Prayer series. We have great resources 
for your family in our Youth Lenten Calendar, Kids 
Lenten Calendar, as well as our 40 Days of Lenten 
Family Activities, all leading up to the Easter Weekend 
Scavenger Hunt.

If you have not already, please watch our weekly chapels and other schoolwide events as they are provided 
on YouTube, Facebook and Vimeo streams.  These are also excellent ways to share with friends and relatives 
about RHLS and your children’s activities.

Summer is Coming!

Please join us for camp this summer at Red Hill 
Lutheran School.  We have nine amazing weeks filled 
with fun in the sun!  June 8th through August 5th 
includes camps for preschool, elementary and middle 
school ages.  

With themes like Space, 
Cooking, Sports, Music, 
the Ocean, Robotics and 
more, you will not want 
to miss a week!  Full 
day and half day options 
available.

Inquire within the RHL 
School Office.
See you this summer!
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Do You Know Your ABC’s?
By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Program Director

The other day I was chatting with Dani, one of our 
brilliant 4th grade world changers, and I must have 
said something like – “I’m not sure, but I hope it will 
work out.”  She smiled at me and said, “Don’t worry 
about anything!”  
She had used one of the Bible verses from our Alphabet 
of Verses challenge to help me see the situation from 
God’s point of view.  What a wonderful moment when 
students memorize scripture and then are able to apply 
it to daily life.  This is the entire purpose of learning 
the 26 Alphabet of Verses that span from A to Z.  When 
we memorize Bible verses, they remain in our hearts, 
and heads for life and can be the source of comfort and 
clarity for years to come.  
One student, Joshua Ho, has already memorized all 
26 verses, and as a reward is on the list for a free ice 
cream pass for the rest of the year!  

Other students are working away at learning more and 
more.  Winnie Rogers has already earned ice cream by 
learning the first five verses and is working on more.  (I 
think her favorite might be the letter Q’s verse– Quench 
not the Spirit!)   
We are hanging posters of five verses each week in 
the large lunch tent to help us all memorize an entire 
Alphabet of Bible verses.  Each poster has been created 
by Noah Wieland, a very talented member of our 
Support Staff team.  
If you would like to receive your own copy of verses, 
please send me an email, at celias@redhillschool.org. 
Who knows? You could even receive a free ice cream 
pass!
 No matter what, your life will be made sweeter by the 
more verses you know!
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The Brain, Heart, and Courage of Red Hill Lutheran School

How much is Principal Dr. Paul Marquardt loved? 
The Red Hill Lutheran School community submitted 
amazing praise and accolades. 
 
Named a “personable, humble, spontaneous, daring, 
funny, sociable, approachable, and fearless leader.” 
Described as “unifying, available, visible, involved, 
devoted, smart, supportive, encouraging, dedicated, 
caring, selfless, positive, compassionate, appreciative, 
hands-on, actively-involved, steady, a visionary and 
advocate” …to name a few!
 
Paul’s a CEO but not a Micromanager.
Spending many hours pursuing a strategic school 
vision, he trusts and empowers his staff’s execution 
and judgment. “Every decision he makes improves 
teaching, positively impacting students.”
 
Paul’s a Leader and a Servant.
“He is our leader but also serves us so we can be our 
best, making school better for the amazing students 
we are privileged to teach.”
 
Involved with every aspect of the school, Paul works 
morning duty daily, greets every student, and has 
helped school gardeners on a Saturday, humbly doing 
whatever is needed.
 
He is a Counselor and a Problem-Solver
A caring listener, he is quick with solutions. “A great 
advocate for teachers, he has been in the classroom 
and knows what teachers need.”

“Because of Dr. Marquardt, the students and 
staff come to a campus each day feeling loved, 
motivated, challenged, and affirmed.”
 
He is a Coach and a Team Player.
Paul fosters morale and school spirit, building a 
strong team and capitalizing on people’s personal 
strengths. He enthusiastically participates in 
dress-up days, attends all trainings, eagerly 
learning, supporting, and challenging teachers to 
become better educators. He attends all school 
functions, promoting sports, arts, and academics 
with his presence.
 

He’s both General and Boots on the Ground.
Paul led a successful school reopening in the war 
against Covid, allowing students safe, quality, in-
person learning. A student shared gratitude for his 
determined perseverance. “He didn’t do it for his own 
benefit but for us.” Paul organized the troops for rapid-
fire deployment of 350 desk shields, personally rolling 
up his sleeves for installation.
 
His exemplary leadership resulted in National Blue-
Ribbon School status. He personally acknowledged 
each employee with a handwritten “thank you,” saying 
how instrumental they were to the achievement.
 
How do you want to be remembered? It is unlikely 
that any principal has a more profound legacy. Paul’s 
community testimonies illustrate that he has been 
called to lead courageously, given his whole heart and 
soul to promote school excellence.
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Mrs. Sara Bridgman

STEM Teacher

Sarah Bridgman, STEM Teacher and Parent OC Teacher of the Year: 
Amazing Story, Amazing Teacher!

How many students can say they have spoken with an 
astronaut who was flying 250 miles overhead on the 
International Space Station? RHLS students can, due to 
the innovation, resourcefulness, and passion of STEM 
teacher, Sara Bridgman, an inspiration to hundreds of 
students motivated to explore 21st century careers and 
make meaningful real-world connections. 

Sara is the catalyst and school leader of a year-
long exploration of Space. Through her community 
connections with ARISS, students experience lessons 
in preparation for communication with ISS astronauts. 
 

Yearly, Sara brings impactful experiences to students. 
She single-handedly developed the middle school 
STEM program, collaborating with content teachers 
to enrich academic standards. Supporting history 
and language arts, students built giant trebuchets, 
catapulting flying objects across the playground. The 
National Geographic GeoChallenge had students 
“Tackle Plastic,” designing meaningful solutions with 

global impact, receiving national recognition. Sara’s 
a role model as a female STEM teacher, actively 
promoting Girls for STEM, recognizing women in 
these fields, and leading students in Women’s History 
Month activities.

Sara’s students, school, and community impact are 
unrivaled. She commits to developing students not 
only academically, but also their character. Her Digital 
Citizenship program teaches important skills which 
students then teach to younger students. As student body 
advisor, she launched an award-winning anti-bullying 
campaign and supported numerous philanthropic 
causes. Sara demonstrated outstanding love of others 
as a foster parent, ultimately adopting two children. 
This giving heart overflows to all students, having a 
significant impact on their development as learners 
and as people.
 

Sara brought the stars closer to students this year, and 
she never stops trying to reach further for her learning 
community.

Congratulations to Principal Paul and Sara!
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It Has Been a Busy and Eventful First Quarter  
For Performing Arts and ASB

By Deana Occhipinti, Performing Arts Department and ASB Advisor  

Spring Greetings from the basement of the RHLS CLC 
building, home to many of our FABULOUS specialty 
and elective classrooms! 

Recent highlights include the schoolwide NASA 
ARISS event. RHLS PAD teachers worked closely 
with the ARISS team leaders to stage, set design, 
rehearse, inspire and film RHLS students for their 
opportunity to talk with NASA commander, Michael 
Hopkins, using radio technology from the International 
Space Station (ISS). The selected students from grades 
K-12 were poised and confident during this once-in-a-
lifetime event, and felt a great sense of pride as their 
voices were heard 100s of miles away.  

Another recent highlight in the PAD has been the 
“RHLS on AIR” radio station project for students in 
grades 3-5.  PAD teachers Deana Occhipinti (Theatre 
Arts) and Bailey Sparks (Choral Music) created this 
project in the “Spirit of the Airwaves” to give students 
more depth and connection to the ARISS event. 
Students learned the history of radio entertainment, 
and how sound waves worked, then were put into 
groups to create their own radio stations. Each group 
was tasked with coming up with a station name, radio 
call letters/dial number, an original jingle, commercial 

and a RHLS news story. Completed projects were cast, 
scripted and rehearsed completely by the students who 
were then given the opportunity to film their radio 
show, so they could be included in the ARISS post 
show shared with their families.

The Red Hill Associated Student Body (ASB), under 
the advisement of Ms. Deana Occhipinti, has had a 
busy season in service to RHLS. 

Middle School Students in ASB were part of the 
backbone for February’s school wide ARISS event.  
These students provided recorded video introductions, 
as well as camera, sound and stream operation for the 
monumental task of “talking to the ISS.”  

ASB Videographer, Luke Batarse and 6th Grade 
Representative, Olivia Chan, even had the privilege of 
having their questions answered by ISS commander, 
Michael Hopkins, demonstrating student leadership, 
at its best!  In addition to this epic event, ASB has 
continued supporting charities near (Diaper Drive 
for OC Rescue Mission and Thomas House), and far 
(Naomi’s Village bracelet sales), and at RHLS (ARISS 
Team celebration luncheon, School wide Otterpops for 
Lutheran Schools Week). 

ASB hosted “Literacy Week” during the first week of 
March with a dress-up week highlighting children’s 
books that were fun and explored individual uniqueness, 
ethnic differences, space and mental health. 

New to “Literacy Week” this year, ASB provided 
video readings of each highlighted book, so students 
in Preschool through 8th grade could enjoy each story 
daily.   

ASB continues their yearly study of Habitudes, by Tim 
Elmore and looks forward to putting more of these 
lessons to use in person during Trimester Three. 
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Using both indoor and outdoor teaching locations, 
the RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD) has 
continued to “pivot turn” into 2021, and embrace 
the challenge of creating performing arts in this still 
mostly virtual climate.  
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Praise Band Is a Little Hard Work.... And, A lot of FUN!
By Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship

I love the spring. It’s about new Life. It’s about growth. 
It’s about God’s victory over sin and death. That Easter 
morning, which we continue to celebrate each spring, 
ushered in a new reality and we as the people of God 
celebrate and live into that new reality. Part of my job 
in the church and school is to communicate that new 
reality through music. That God has won and that we 
are the recipients of that victory through faith in Jesus 
Christ (1 Corinthians 15; John 11). It is such a joy to 
watch young, budding musicians work hard to sing 
of this reality and to create music that emotionally 
conveys this truth. 

Each week our students work hard, learning and 
rehearsing a half dozen songs that they will share with 
their fellow students at chapel (as well as for those 
joining on the interwebs!) 

If you’ve ever dropped in on a chapel, whether in 
person or online, then you know how hard these 
students work. They work on their music in the 
classroom, as well as at home, and a good handful of 
students meet with me each week after school to further 
their growth as musicians. These students’ commitment 
to their craft, as well as their joyous and contagious 
faith, is so inspiring and encouraging. It’s probably my 
favorite thing about my job! We also spend time each 
class period reading and discussing scripture and how 
it relates to what we do as worship leaders. 

These students think deeply about their faith, and the 
world, and look for ways that we can connect it to our 
part of the worship experience each week in chapel. 
It is wonderful to watch these students blossoming 
into the musicians and followers of 
Jesus that they are, and to witness 
their commitment to live and sing 
about the truth, beauty and goodness 
of our God!        
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Preschool Spring 2021: New Life in Jesus
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

As we look around during Lent, we see many Easter 
symbols begin to arise. These symbols give us the 
opportunity to talk to our students about new life and 
to point our students to Jesus and the ultimate sacrifice 
He made for us by dying on the cross for our sins.

Easter is one of the few seasons we will see the cross 
displayed in so many places.  It is the cross that 
reminds us most of the true reason we celebrate Easter - 
Jesus! Easter is a time for us to remind the children that 
Jesus died for our sins. In preschool, we have added 
two, permanent; 4-foot crosses to both our play yards. 
Our very own Miss Jessica made the crosses with so 
much love. We pray these crosses will spark questions 
and dialogue in our children and help remind them of 
the true love God has for all His children.

Easter is also a time to celebrate new life. Baby 
chicks are an Easter symbols that point to new life! A 
fun science experience we will be doing is hatching 
chicken eggs. There is life inside a fertilized egg! Each 
preschool level is enjoying observing chicken eggs in 
three separate incubators. We are excited to see which 
incubator will start hatching eggs first? Tiny Tots? 
Pre-K? Pre-K5? Our eggs are scheduled to hatch just 
in time for our units about Farm Life, Life Cycles, and 
Holy Week.  It is such an eggciting time in preschool. 

We teach our preschool children that Jesus died on the 
cross because he loves them. He died for all our sins. 
He loves us that much and we can always ask God to 
forgive our sins when we make a mistake. Baby chicks 
are not grown chickens; there is still a lot of growth 
to take place.  God is still at work – growing in us to 
be more like Jesus!
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Kids Heart Challenge
By Audra Milliken, OC Youth Market Director; American Heart Association

During the month of February, for the past few years, 
Red Hill Lutheran School has partnered with the 
American Heart Association through their Youth 
Program called Kids Heart Challenge. 

The purpose of Kids Heart Challenge is to educate 
kids and families about how to take care of their heart 
while also allowing the opportunity to raise lifesaving 
donations for the American Heart Association to help 
others affected by heart diseases and stroke.

Kids Heart Challenge is a program that brings the 
school community together for a good cause. Heart 
disease is the #1 cause of deaths in the US, and research 
has found that heart disease is 80% preventable. That 
being said, educating our youth on health and wellness 
is a focus of the American Heart Association.  

Through Kids Heart Challenge, kids not only engage 
in cardiovascular activities like jumping  rope, during 
Physical Education, but they also learn how being kind 
and helping others keeps our heart healthy, as well. 

The donations that Red Hill Lutheran School collects 
every year goes to the American Heart Association, but 
the school gets back 10% in US Games gift certificates 
for Red Hill’s Athletic Director and Physical Education 
teacher, Mr. Chase Martin, to use for new playground 
and PE equipment for Red Hill Lutheran.

Red Hill Lutheran School is among the top 15 
schools out of the 130 schools in Orange County who 
participate. So far, Red Hill Lutheran School has raised 
over $7,000 for the AHA this year, and are on their way 
to having their best year ever! 

This year, the AHA is investing $2.5 million to 
investigate the cardiovascular implications of 
coronavirus and how it affects heart and stroke patients 
– Red Hill Lutheran School’s life-saving donations 
are a part of this effort, and the AHA is so thankful 
for their support.
 

Coach Martin does an amazing job running a successful 
program each year.  Thank you so much Red Hill for 
your lifesaving efforts. We are so grateful for your 
support!

If you would like to make a donation to the AHA, and 
support Red Hill’s amazing efforts, please go to http://
www2.heart.org/goto/redhill to sign up and make a 
donation.
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The Holy Observance of Memorial Day
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

During the month of May we once again have the honor of observing Memorial Day.  Memorial Day, 
this year observed on May 31st, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of solemn remembrance; 
remembering those who have died protecting our Country and fighting for our freedoms.  On the first 
Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 
participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried there from the Civil 
War.

The freedoms that we enjoy in America (and often take for granted), came at a great cost:  the lives of 
dedicated men and women who put their country before self, and the good of the Nation before comfort and 
ease.  Many of our own Red Hill family have immediate family members and friends who fought bravely 
and selflessly in our Nation’s battles.  On this Memorial Day, we thank God for them and pray for their 
families who also endured great sacrifice.   

Commenting on Memorial Day, theologian Ed Stetzer writes:

At times like this, I’m always struck by the teaching of Jesus where he said, “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  And, yes, I immediately 
connect that to Christ.  In other words, on a day when we remember those who gave their lives 
I’m drawn to dwell on the fact that Christ laid down his life.  So, thank you soldiers-- past and 
present-- for the freedoms you protect.  And, thank you that because of those freedoms, we can tell 
the good news of the gospel of the perfect one who laid down His life.

May God bless you and your loved ones this Memorial Day.  
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Church Membership: Connecting, Growing, Leading!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“Why do I need to join a church? If I attend, isn’t that 
enough?” As a Pastor, I have been asked these and 
other questions numerous times. Of course, attending 
is great! We love attenders! You have heard me say 
many times, everyone is welcome wherever they may 
be in their journey of faith. If someone is not ready to 
join the church as a member, that’s OK.  Our hope and 
prayer is that God brings people to Red Hill so that they 
can learn, love, laugh, and serve. And, at some point, 
it is healthy and necessary to prayerfully consider the 
next step:  membership.

Church membership, properly understood, reflects a 
commitment beyond ourselves. Church membership 
is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” or 
now “I am due religious goods and services,” rather, 
membership is a Scriptural expression of covenant; 
a personal commitment to a particular community 
in order to grow in faith and serve our Lord and His 
people.  

Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church: “New Member Class: 101”

If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 

Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life? The good news is: God wants you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
participate in our “New Member Class: 101.” Class 101 
is a roughly 1½ hour class which examines the core 
teachings of the Bible, the Christian faith, the Lutheran 
understanding of the faith, and what it means to be a 
member of this particular body of believers called Red 
Hill Lutheran.   

We offer Class 101 virtually. Just go to our website and 
click on the “New Member Class” tab at the top of the 
page to find the “New Member Class: 101.” Once you 
have completed the virtual Class 101, email Donna 
Kunz, Executive Assistant to Pastor Seth at dkunz@
redhillchurch.org to set up a time to talk with me to 
answer any questions you may have! 

If you have questions about the Christian faith, the 
church, the Bible, and/or what it means to follow Jesus 
in your life today, then this class is for you! 

We look forward to connecting with you!  
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Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood 
that is observed in different forms throughout the 
world, and Mother’s Day 2021 occurs on Sunday, 
May 10th, in the United States. The American 
incarnation of Mother’s Day was created by Anna 
Jarvis in 1908 and became an official U.S. holiday 
in 1914. Jarvis would later denounce the holiday’s 
commercialization and spent the latter part of 
her life trying to remove it from the calendar. 
While dates and celebrations vary, Mother’s 
Day traditionally involves presenting moms with 
flowers, cards and other gifts.

History of Mother’s Day
Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be 
traced back to the ancient Greeks and Romans, who 
held festivals in honor of the mother goddesses 
Rhea and Cybele,  but  the clearest  modern 
precedent for Mother’s Day is the early Christian 
festival known as “Mothering Sunday.”

Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and 
parts of Europe, this celebration fell on the fourth 
Sunday in Lent and was originally seen as a time 
when the faithful would return to their “mother 
church”—the main church in the vicinity of their 
home—for a special service.

Over time the Mothering Sunday tradition shifted 
into a more secular holiday, and children would 
present their mothers with flowers and other tokens 
of appreciation. This custom eventually faded 
in popularity before merging with the American 
Mother’s Day in the 1930s and 1940s.

Mother’s Day 2021, History.com Editors, History, https://
www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day March 18, 
2021, A & E Television Network. Last updated, July 7, 2020. 
Original published date April 29, 2011.

Proverbs 22:6: «Train up a child in the way he should go; 
even when he is old he will not depart from it.»
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Celebrating Fathers

The nation’s first Father’s Day was celebrated on June 
19, 1910, in the state of Washington. However, it was 
not until 1972–58 years after President Woodrow 
Wilson made Mother’s Day official–that the day 
honoring fathers became a nationwide holiday in 
the United States. Father’s Day 2021 will occur on 
Sunday, June 20.

Mother’s Day: Inspiration for Father’s Day
The “Mother’s Day” we celebrate today has its origins 
in the peace-and-reconciliation campaigns of the 
post-Civil War era. During the 1860s, at the urging 
of activist Ann Reeves Jarvis, one divided West 
Virginia town celebrated “Mother’s Work Days” 
that brought together the mothers of Confederate and 
Union soldiers.

Did you know? There are more than 70 million 
fathers in the United States.
However, Mother’s Day did not become a commercial 
holiday until 1908, when–inspired by Jarvis’s 
daughter, Anna Jarvis, who wanted to honor her 
own mother by making Mother’s Day a national 
holiday–the John Wanamaker department store in 
Philadelphia sponsored a service dedicated to mothers 
in its auditorium.

Thanks in large part to this association with retailers, 
who saw great potential for profit in the holiday, 
Mother’s Day caught on right away. In 1909, 45 states 

observed the day, and in 1914, President Woodrow 
Wilson approved a resolution that made the second 
Sunday in May a holiday in honor of “that tender, 
gentle army, the mothers of America.”

Origins of Father’s Day
The campaign to celebrate the nation’s fathers did 
not meet with the same enthusiasm–perhaps because, 
as one florist explained, “fathers haven’t the same 
sentimental appeal that mothers have.”
On July 5, 1908, a West Virginia church sponsored 
the nation’s first event explicitly in honor of fathers, 
a Sunday sermon in memory of the 362 men who had 
died in the previous December’s explosions at the 
Fairmont Coal Company mines in Monongah, but it 
was a one-time commemoration and not an annual 
holiday.

The next year, a Spokane, Washington, woman 
named Sonora Smart Dodd, one of six children 
raised by a widower, tried to establish an 
official equivalent to Mother’s Day for male 
parents. She went to local churches, the YMCA, 
shopkeepers and government officials to drum 
up support for her idea, and she was successful: 
Washington State celebrated the nation’s first 
statewide Father’s Day on June 19, 1910.
 
Article Title Father’s Day 2021, Author History.com Editors, Website Name 
HISTORYURL https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/fathers-day, Access 
Date March 16, 2021 Publisher A&E Television Networks Last Updated July 
7, 2020. Original Published Date, December 30, 2009

The righteous who walks in his  integrity—
    blessed are his children after him!

Proverbs 20:7
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In-Person Learning A Blessing to School Families

This school year at RHLS has provided an opportunity for many new families to experience an in-person 
education here on our RHLS campus, as this was not available in our local public schools.  These families 
and the larger community have seen first-hand that Christian Education is also Academically Excellent here 
at RHLS.  A recent email from a new mother says it best.

Hi Everyone,
I wanted to take the time and express my sincere appreciation for RHLS and for my kids’ teachers 
Colette and Christine. 
Both Colette and Christine are incredible. My boys have grown so much in their faith and in their 
learning since we started RHLS which has only been since December. Neither of my kids were 
being challenged intellectually until they came to RHLS. Colette and Christine have taught my 
kids so they can catch up as quickly as possible and really expand and shine on their own in their 
learning. Having God in the classroom has been the biggest joy to see, and I thank both Colette 
and Christine for teaching them in a way they can relate and understand.  

It has been such a blessing to be a part of RHLS. My husband and I are so thankful we made the 
jump from public to private school. You can't get rid of us now! And we have 4 kids, so we will be 
here a while! :) 

Thanks again for providing a special place for my children. 

Blessings, 
Shauna Drumm
Real Estate Advisor 
The Drumm Family | Seven Gables Real Estate

We are blessed to be able to provide such high quality, academically excellent, Christian Education here at 
Red Hill Lutheran.  Thanks for your prayerful support for this ministry.
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13200 Red Hill Ave, Tustin, CA 92780 | 714-544-3131

April 1st, Maundy Thursday Worship 
with Holy Communion 
12:00pm and 7:00pm

April 2nd, Good Friday Tenebrae Service
12:00pm and 7:00pm

April 4th, Easter Sunday Worship 
6:30am Outdoor Sunrise Service

8:30am Classical Worship
10:00am Contemporary Worship

All Services Will Be In-Person and Livestreamed


