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If there is one characteristic of the Christmas season, it is the focus on light. Traditional Advent wreaths 
consists of four candles that are lit weekly, in preparation for the coming of Jesus into our world. We 
decorate our homes with Christmas lights; Christmas trees are wrapped with lights. The lights of Christmas 
remind us of what Jesus told His disciples: “I am the light of the world!” (John 8.12). During the Advent 
and Christmas seasons, we celebrate the coming of our Lord, the “light” that shines in the darkness which 
the darkness cannot overcome (John 1.5)!  

In January, we enter into the Epiphany season and its focus on the manifestation of Jesus’ saving work for 
the world. The Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany cycles all have in common the truth that, in the midst 
of a dark, lost, and lonely world, Jesus has come to love and be with us; to be our light that shines in the 
darkness of this world and in our lives!

In Scripture, light is often used as a metaphor for God’s truth and God’s leading us through His truth.  Jesus 
told His church (you and me) that, through Him, we too are “the light of the world” (Matthew 5.14). In 
this edition of The Vine, you will read about the ways Red Hill seeks to “shine” the light of Jesus in our 
community. And, as you read through this edition of The Vine, remember that you are a part of our mission 
to make disciples of Jesus; you are one of Jesus’ “lights,” reflecting God’s ultimate light of love and joy.  
May the light of Jesus Christ so shine in our lives that others may see our good works and give glory to our 
Father who is in heaven!  (Matthew 5.16)

Thankful for you!

Pastor Seth

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5
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Life In A Post Covid-19 World
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Today, the church finds itself in the midst of a critical, 
cultural moment, a culture where…      

 The storm clouds have been gathering for 
decades, but most of us believers have operated under 
the illusion that they would blow over.  The breakdown 
of the natural family, the loss of traditional moral 
values, and the fragmenting of our communities…
Hostile secular nihilism has won the day in our nation’s 
government, and the culture has turned powerfully 
against traditional Christians…The changes that 
have overtaken the West in modern times have 
revolutionized everything, even the church, which no 
longer forms souls but caters to selves.

So begins Rod Dreher’s provocative new book, The 
Benedict Option.1  Dreher argues persuasively that 
the dominant, North American culture, in fact, the 
entire Western cultural ethos, has continued its steady 
decline towards radical individualism, secularism, 
and unchecked capitalism.  These and other factors 
are contributing to a cultural milieu that is becoming 
increasingly hostile to Biblical faith and values.  
According to Dreher, the church can no longer be 
naïve about the growing cultural resistance it now 
faces, and must be prepared to strategically engage 
the present culture.  Commenting on the work of 
Philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre and his book, After 
Virtue, Dreher describes what he believes to be the 
challenge confronting the church:

The time was coming, said MacIntyre, when 
men and women of virtue would understand 
that continued full participation in mainstream 
society was not possible for those who wanted 
to live a life of traditional virtue…I called the 
strategic withdrawal prophesied by MacIntyre 
“the Benedict Option.”  The idea is that serious 
Christian conservatives could no longer live 
business-as-usual lives in America, that we 
have to develop creative, communal solutions 
to help us hold on to our faith and our values 
in a world growing ever more hostile to them.  
We would have to choose to make a decisive 
leap into a truly countercultural way of living 

1  Rod Dreher. The Benedict Option: A Strategy for Christians in a 
Post-Christian Nation (Penguin Random House: New York, 2017).

Christianity, or we would doom our children 
and our children’s children to assimilation…
If we want to survive, we have to return to 
the roots of our faith, both in thought and 
practice…In short, we are going to have to be 
the church, without compromise, no matter 
what it costs.2

If we now add the current Covid-19 crisis, and the 
attendant fear, uncertainty, and anxiety that are only 
deepening in our communities, I agree with Dreher; 
if there is any hope to be found through the church’s 
ministries in this cultural moment, the church is going 
to have to be the church!  Unfortunately, this statement 
infers that in some instances the church has stopped 
being the church, losing, even surrendering, its cultural 
witness.  

Statistics reflect this reality; membership in most 
Christian denominations continues to decline (again, 
Covid-19 has not helped this).  According to the Barna 
Research Group (pre-Covid-19), the average Protestant 
church size in America is 89 adults.  60% of Protestant 
churches have less than 100 adults in attendance. Only 
2% have over 1,000 adults attending.3  

Perhaps even more threatening is what sociologists 
and authors, Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist 
Denton discovered in their examination of the religious 
and spiritual lives of American teenagers.  What they 
found was that teens today adhere to a faith system 
they termed, “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism” (MTD).  
The basic beliefs of MTD are:  1. There is a “god” who 
created and ordered the world and watches over human 
beings. 2. God wants people to be good and nice, as 
taught in both the Bible and other world religions.  3. 
The goal of life is to be happy and to have positive 
self-esteem.  4.  God does not necessarily need to be 
involved in a person’s life, unless God is needed to 
solve a problem.  5. Good people go to heaven after 
they die.4

2  Ibid.
3  https://www.barna.com/research/state-church-2016/ 
4  Christian Smith and Melinda Lindquist Denton. Soul Searching: 
The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2011).  
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

According to Smith and his team, the problem with 
MTD is that it has little to do with orthodox Christianity 
and is “only tenuously connected to the actual historical 
Christian tradition.”5  Even more alarming, variations 
of MTD, if not MTD itself, is being taught in many 
churches (where, of course, these teens learned it).  
Churches that cease to teach core, Biblical truths and 
values, and in doing so, simply reflect the dominant, 
cultural values around them, are simply the “taillights” 
of the culture, ceasing to be “salt of the earth,” “the 
light of the world,” and a “city set on a hill that cannot 
be hidden” as described by Jesus (Matthew 5.14).   

At the same time, the truth is that salt purifies, which 
can be a painful process. Shining light into darkness 
reveals what is being hidden. Both realities can lead to 
negative responses. In other words, when the church is 
committed to the divine vocation to be God’s faithful 
people in the world, reflecting the truths and values 
described in Scripture, there will often be a negative 
response from the dominant culture. As God’s Word 
reminds us, as believers, we cannot escape the world 
we live in. We must continue to love and serve 

5  Ibid.

wherever God leads us in our lives. And, we belong 
to another “world;” a world that is very distinct from 
the world in which we live and work. According to 
Scripture, we are living in a “foreign land,” “strangers 
and aliens” in this world:  

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and 
exiles to abstain from the passions of the  
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep 
your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, 
so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day of visitation. (1 Peter 
2.11-12).

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it 
we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his 
glorious body, by the power that enables 
him even to subject all things to himself.  
(Philippians 3.20-21).
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Let’s not forget, that while we in America face 
increasing cultural resistance and at times, outright 
rejection for our faith, many Christians all over the 
world face death, imprisonment, physical beatings, 
and legal sanctions daily.  According to The Pew 
Research Center, over 75% of the world’s population 
lives in areas with severe religious restrictions (and 
many of these people are Christians).  According to 
the U.S. State Department, Christians in more than 60 
countries face persecution from their governments or 
surrounding neighbors simply because of their belief 
in Jesus Christ.6  While for the most part, Christians 
in North America do not face imprisonment and death 
for practicing their faith, the cultural challenges to 
traditional Biblical faith are increasing in both volume 
and intensity. 

The Current Cultural “Moment”
In 1991, Sociologist James Davison Hunter described 
what he saw to be increasing social conflict within 
American culture.  Hunter termed it, “The Culture 
Wars.”  While conceding that there have always been 
conflicts, polarization, and even wars fought between 
countries and institutions over one’s view of truth and 
power, Davison suggested that new lines of cultural 
conflict were taking shape.  Davison writes:

 Let me begin to make sense of the new lines 
of cultural warfare by first defining what I mean by 
“cultural conflict.”  I define cultural conflict very 
simply as political and social hostility rooted in 
different systems of moral understanding.  The end to 
which these hostilities tend is the domination of one 
cultural and moral ethos over all others…By moral 
authority I mean the basis by which people determine 
whether something is good or bad, right or wrong, 
acceptable or unacceptable, and so on.7

Davison alludes to the fact that inherent in all cultures 
is a “moral understanding” and/or “moral authority;” 
how a particular culture defines what is right, wrong, 
acceptable, and unacceptable.  The very definition of 
“culture” reflects this reality.  A “culture” is defined 
as, “The ideas, customs, and social behavior of a 
particular people or society; the attitudes and behavior 
characteristic of a particular social group.”8  In other 
6  See www.opendoorsusa.org. 
7 James Davison Hunter. Culture Wars: The Struggle to Define 
America (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1991), 42.
8  https://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/culture 

words, whether acknowledged or not, every culture 
suggests a particular way of looking at the world and 
how one is to live within that world.  Another way of 
saying this is:  Every culture, as well as the individuals 
within that culture, possesses a worldview, a lens 
through which the culture defines what is good and 
beautiful and the values worth pursuing.  I believe this 
is what Davison is referring to as a culture’s “moral 
understanding.”  And, once this moral understanding 
is established and mutually agreed upon, the world 
itself is interpreted according to this view of reality; it 
becomes a shared worldview.    

What the church has always experienced in greater and 
lesser degrees throughout its history, and is increasingly 
experiencing in American culture today, is a conflict 
of worldviews and its inherent, moral understanding.  
And, as Davison has rightly pointed out (and again, 
this has historically been the church’s experience), 
the dominant culture’s particular worldview tends 
toward the domination, if not outright elimination of, 
the Biblical worldview.  Let’s briefly examine these 
two conflicting worldviews; The Dominant Cultural 
Worldview and the Biblical worldview.         

The Dominant Cultural Worldview
By using the word “dominant,” I mean quite simply what 
the majority of the culture defines as most important 
and authoritative, which is often unquestioned and 
reinforced through popular media and advertising.  
Presently, what we find in our North America culture 
is a secular-humanist worldview that begins, not with 
God and His truth (thus secular), but rather with the 
goodness and potential of humankind (humanist).  
This worldview suggests that humankind is inherently 
good and only needs encouragement and opportunities 
to express his or her inherent goodness.  Relatedly, 
the way to access the “good life” and opportunities is 
through the consumption of goods and services based 
on an individual’s desires (consumerism).  

By definition, a secular-humanistic worldview tends 
to necessarily deny the existence of God, as well 
as an absolute truth that is binding on individuals, 
defining their identity and guiding their choices (such 
as the Bible).  The result is relativism, “the doctrine 
that knowledge, truth, and morality exist in relation 
to culture, society, or historical context, and are not 
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absolute.”9 Consequently, rather than an absolute Truth 
that has authority over individuals, individuals must 
search for what is true for them.    

From this it is not hard to see that any claim to absolute 
truth, morality, and a shared “meta-narrative”10 
that transcends the individual, must be rejected 
as limiting freedom, is defined as “judgmental,” 
maybe even outright racist, and ultimately leads to 
the gravest of offenses today: intolerance.  It is this 
relativistic, secular-humanism that now guides most 
public education, media, and public discourse, and if 
transgressed,  leads to accusations of racism, of being 
“_____-phobic,” public shaming, and in increasing 
cases, individuals being fired from jobs, demoted, 
and/or rejected  for employment.11  Tolerance, once 
understood as the ability to respectfully hold competing 
ideas and viewpoints, has been redefined, meaning that 
all ideas and viewpoints are equal—unless a particular 
viewpoint contradicts this definition!  Increasingly, 
“tolerance” is becoming the only cultural “truth” into 
which all other truths must be absorbed.  Within this 
relativistic, secular-humanistic worldview, I believe 
that there are two particular “symptoms” that are 
especially pernicious to Biblical faith.

The Autonomous Sovereign Self  
As mentioned above, in a relativistic, secular society, 
devoid of any absolute truth and shared meta-narrative, 
individuals must now search for meaning, connection, 
and a shared moral understanding.  Quite naturally, 
the center of this subjective search for truth is the 
“Autonomous, sovereign self.”  In other words, it is 
the individual alone that is the determiner of what is 
true and real (Autonomous); there is no other authority 
in life other than the self; not God and/or a religious 
tradition/meta-narrative (sovereign self).  What we hear 
from the Autonomous, sovereign self are statements 
such as, “I must follow my heart;” “I determine what 
the best morality/tradition is for me;” “Who are you/
9 www.oxforddictionary.com 
10  The term ‘meta-narrative” emerges from the study of Post-Mod-
ernism and its suspicion, even outright rejection of, an over-arching “story” 
or meta-narrative, that defines a people or culture, giving it a shared language 
and rules.  For example, the Biblical story is a “meta-narrative” as would be 
the founding of America, including the Declaration of Independence, Consti-
tution, and Bill of Rights. 
11 Case in point: In the fall of 2017, during the Senate hearing for 
a political appointee of President Trump to the Office of Management and 
Budget, Sen. Bernie Sanders argued that this particular nominee should be 
disqualified because of his views on the eternal destination of Muslims.  This 
raised concerns in the Senate that for the first time a “religious test” was be-
ing used to determine the qualification of a nominee to political office.  

who am I to say what is true, moral, right, wrong, 
etc.”  Columnist and author David Brooks refers to 
this as “The Big Me.”  Brooks insightfully notes that 
in previous generations (Brooks particularly cites the 
WWII generation), humility was a guiding, cultural 
value; society was more skeptical of personal desires, 
aware of weaknesses, and focused on combating 
character flaws.  Today, however: 
 

[W]e have seen a broad shift from a culture of 
humility to the culture of what you might call 
the Big Me.  From a culture that encouraged 
people to think humbly of themselves to 
a culture that encouraged people to see 
themselves as the center of the universe... 
As I looked around the popular culture I 
kept finding the same messages everywhere:  
You are special. Trust yourself.  Be true to 
yourself.  Movies from Pixar and Disney are 
constantly telling children how wonderful 
they are.  Commencement speeches are larded 
with the same clichés:  Follow your passion.  
Don’t accept limits.  Chart your own course.  
You have a responsibility to do great things 
because you are so great.  This is the gospel 
of self-trust…In her bestselling book, Eat, 
Pray, Love…Elizabeth Gilbert wrote that God 
manifests himself through “my own voice from 
within my own self…God dwells within you as 
you yourself, exactly the way you are.12 

 
This is not to say, of course, that Biblical faith is anti-
self or that the individual does not matter.  Far from it; 
Biblical faith affirms that humankind is the “apple of 
God’s eye,” the object of divine love and passion!  It is 
when God is removed from the relationship that human 
identity is distorted and leads to a lack of humility, or, 
conversely, to an underestimation of our worth before 
God; hence the need to locate human worth elsewhere.

The danger for the Autonomous Sovereign Self, or the 
“Big Me,” is, as Christopher Lasch warned, “…losing 
the sense of historical continuity, the sense of belonging 
to a succession of generations originating in the past 
and stretching into the future.  It is the waning of the 
sense of historical time…”13  As we witness in the news 
12  David Brooks. The Road to Character (New York: Random 
House, 2016), 6.
13  Christopher Lasch. The Culture of Narcissism: American Life in 
an Age of Diminishing Expectations (New York: WW Norton and Company, 
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daily, most college campuses have surrendered to this 
worldview. As the President of Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, Dr. Evert Piper has stated, “The tragedy 
today is that colleges are graduating students with 
opinions contrary to reality!”14

A culture (worldview) that locates ultimate authority 
and meaning in the autonomous, sovereign individual, 
absent an objective source of truth and meta-narrative 
that defines one’s identity, providing norms, boundaries, 
and rules for living, has created a “vacuum of identity 
and connection.”  Now, identity and community must 
be sought and in some ways, created.  Where do 
individuals find meaning and connection with others 
that share their particular reality and/or truth?  We 
now turn to a second “symptom” of this relativistic, 
secular worldview: tribalism.    
 
Tribalism
Seeking out and connecting with like-minded others 
has always been a natural desire of the human being.  
Humans are relational creatures.  However, what we 
see increasingly today is a balkanization of culture; 
groups of individuals who have defined their particular 
cause as the cause, resulting in a form of tribalism.  
Tribalism, according to Roger Olson:

 …refers to a group attitude of undeserved pride 
and superiority based solely on identification with a 
group.  It is the tendency to look down on other people 
for no other reason than they don’t belong to the group.  
Often it includes looking down on members of the 
group who are not perceived as “native” to it…We are 
created for community; tribalism is a poor but alluring 
substitute for true community.15

Steve Wilkins and Mark Sanford describe the causes 
and consequences of tribalism within the dominant 
culture today:

 …multiculturalism, affirmative action, 
postmodernism, liberation theology, cultural 
relativism, post imperialism, ageism, meta-narrative, 
balkanization, identity politics, deconstructionism 
and culture wars… [has become] ...stock linguistic 
inventory...Several things are evident…The first and 
1979), 5.
14  Notes taken from a lecture at the “Values Voter Conference,” 
Washington D.C. October, 2017.
15  Roger Olson. “The Sin of Tribalism.” www.patheos.com.

most obvious is a belief that identity is anchored in 
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation or some other 
element. Moreover, it is argued that this particular 
source of identity has a much stronger pull than general 
categories such as “American” or even “human being.”  
A third feature is a strong feeling of being a social 
underdog…language about ideals assumes an appeal 
to truth that we should all be able to agree on.16

Unfortunately, as Olson alludes to, contemporary 
tribalism has a tendency towards “undeserved pride,” 
and often becomes an aggressive form of community 
where the beliefs of the other groups are rejected and 
even attacked.  “A tribe invents “badges” or emblems 
of superiority that to outsiders are totally illusory.  
Tribes rarely recognize themselves as tribal in this 
sense; members really do think they are superior to 
outsiders.”17

In its belief of superiority, contemporary tribalism 
is unable to hold the tension of opposites, to allow 
dissenting ideas in the public forum.  Combine this 
with the increasing lack of civility in the dominant 
culture at large, and a 24/7 instant media culture that 
has little accountability, and what we see is a form 
of tribalism that is antagonistic, accusatory, blaming, 
and polarizing—all within a worldview that affirms 
tolerance as the unalienable truth!

In an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal, columnist 
Peggy Noonan suggested that in today’s cultural 
milieu, particularly the pop/media culture, “Rage is all 
the Rage, and Its Dangerous.”  Noonan writes, “We 
all operate within a climate and culture.  The media 
climate now, in both news and entertainment, is too 
often of a goading, insinuating resentment, a grinding, 
agitating antipathy…these things build on each other.  
Rage and sanctimony always spread like a virus, and 
become stronger with each iteration.”18  

Again, many college campuses today reflect this 
culture of rage.  Professors and lecturers are shouted 
down, called names, and physically threatened if they 
hold alternative positions from that of the dominant 
crowd.  Social media explodes with acrimony and 
angry rhetoric if someone of public prominence states 
a belief that is contrary to a particular tribe’s values. 
And, there is always the Legal System available if 
16  Steve Wilkens and Mark L. Sanford. Hidden Worldviews: Eight 
Cultural Stories That Shape Our Lives (Kindle Edition).
17  Olson, “The Sin of Tribalism.”
18  Peggy Noonan. “Rage is All the Rage, and Its Dangerous.”  The 
Wall Street Journal, June 17th-18th, 2017.
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one believes that they have been unfairly treated 
by someone who has acted intolerantly based on an 
alternative value system.    

From this perspective then, it is no wonder why 
Christianity, and the Biblical worldview upon which 
Christianity is founded, have been and are increasingly 
being rejected as “narrow minded” “bigoted,” and 
anti-____.”  Whether the issues are moral, such as 
defending life or sexual ethics; or, whether the issues 
are theological/cultural, such as prayer in public school 
or Nativity Scenes on public property, the dominant, 
cultural worldview and the Biblical worldview will 
conflict—just like Jesus said!  So, just what is this 
Biblical worldview?  

The Biblical Worldview
Biblical history and theology has always understood 
that the Canonical Scriptures reveals a distinct 
worldview; a way of defining life and reality from the 
perspective of God’s revelation as revealed through 
Scripture.  Pastor and author Al Mohler, describes this 
nature of the Biblical worldview:

Roughly put, the Christian narrative is the story 
of humankind as chronicled in the Hebrew 
Bible and the New Testament—the drama of 
creation, fall and redemption. The orthodox 
tend to try to live their lives in accordance with 
the general behavioral principles of the Bible 
(or at least the principles they find there of 
which they approve)and anticipate the ultimate 
judgment of God—a judgment that could 
well determine whether they spend eternity in 
heaven or in hell.19

As Lutherans, we would add that within this Biblical 
worldview, we understand that God speaks to us 
through two ways: Law and Gospel.  The “Law” of 
God is what we should and should not do, believe and 
not believe.  The divine Law promises life to those 
who keep it, but condemnation and judgment to those 
who break it.  As we compare our lives as lived in the 
world with that of God’s standards, His Law, we stand 
condemned and in need of divine mercy.  Now, we 
hear the Gospel…
 

…that declares sinners to be righteous, not on 
account of their morality or good intentions but 
solely because of the work of Jesus Christ, who 

19 This quote from Mohler was cited in an article entitled, “The End 
of Christian America.”

has fulfilled the Law, suffered its condemnation 
in our place, and has been raised from the dead 
as our Brother.20

Through this understanding of Law and Gospel as 
revealed in Scripture, we see why we are, who we 
are, and who we will become—this is our worldview.  
While always sinners this side of heaven, at the same 
time we are completely justified, redeemed, and 
reconciled to God our Father through Christ by the 
power of the Holy Spirit (Simil justus et peccator).  
The Christian is now free to live according to God’s 
will and ways.  For the justified, the Law of God ceases 
to be condemning and accusing.  Rather, “from a total 
Biblical-theological perspective, it makes better sense 
to speak of the Law (nomos)…in terms of a structure 
for the exercise of authentic freedom in the Spirit.”21

The Cultural Challenges and the Church
I began this essay with Rod Dreher’s challenge that, if 
the church is to remain faithful in this cultural moment, 
the church must be the church without compromise, 
no matter what it costs.  What I believe this means 
for Red Hill Lutheran Church and School is that 
we must continue to engage this culture through the 
Biblical vocation of making disciples of Jesus who are 
committed to the Biblical worldview and the alternative 
lifestyle that reflects this Biblical worldview.    

The days of practicing Christianity as a hobby, 
something that one does on occasional Sundays and/
or holidays, will not sustain a robust, Biblical faith 
that is able to withstand the cultural worldview of 
secular relativism and its “symptoms;” the Autonomous 
Sovereign Self and hostile Tribalism.  This secular, 
cultural milieu is strong and getting stronger.  What is 
necessary is a church that is stronger—a church that 
is shaping its people into the image of Jesus Christ in 
real time and for real life!    

Specifically, what does this mean for Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School?  I think our vision statement 
answers this question.  We must continue our work 
of making, “Christ-centered, emotionally healthy 
disciples of Jesus-one life at a time!”  

20 Albert B. Collver, James Arne Nestingen, and John T. Pless, Eds. 
The Necessary Distinction: A Continuing Conversation on Law and Gospel 
(Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2017), 15.
21 Stephen Hultgren, in Collver, et.al, The Necessary Distinction, 246.
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Making Disciples
As a church, we must be Biblically and theologically 
equipped to live faithfully in a culture that is no longer 
hospitable to, and often hostile toward, Biblical faith 
and values.  In order to accomplish this task, we are 
committed to a discipleship that is Christ-centered and 
emotionally healthy.  What does this mean?  

 Christ Centered – We are a church called 
through the Gospel of God’s grace received through 
faith; we are saved and justified through Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection; everything we do must flow 
from our relationship with Jesus Christ!  The means 
of grace, God’s Word and Sacraments, keeps us Christ 
centered.  We grow and deepen our discipleship 
through specific, spiritual 
disciplines (Worship, 
Bible study, Biblical 
Community, Prayer, and 
Servanthood).

Emotionally Healthy 
– A growing self-
awareness,  social 
a w a r e n e s s ,  s e l f -
m a n a g e m e n t , 
a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
management  tha t 
f lows from one’s 
ident i ty  in  Jesus 
Christ and the power 
of the Holy Spirit 
transforming the deep 
places in the soul, 
where our true selves 
as  created in the 
image of God exists.  
Emotional health involves our relationships with 
God and others, as well as our needs, fears, patterns 
of communication, ways of dealing with anxiety, 
anger, and conflict.  Pastor and author Pete Scazzero 
rightly claims that it is “impossible to be spiritually 
mature while remaining emotionally immature.”  

Disciples – A disciple is a “student,” an 
“apprentice” of Jesus—we are learning how 
to live our lives as Jesus would live them.   
As we grow in our relationship with Jesus 

(Christ-centered) and experience the Spirit’s 
transforming power in our emotional lives 
(Emotional Health), we will model Jesus to 
others, and through our daily lives, love God 
and others well—this is discipleship!  

One of the primary ways we accomplish this task is 
through the education ministries of our church and 
school.  With Scripture as our primary authority (Sola 
Scritpura), and utilizing all of the tools and resources of 
a distinctively Christian education, Red Hill Lutheran 
School seeks to inculcate in students of all ages, the 
Biblical worldview and how this worldview informs, 
guides, and empowers faithful living in the world.  
Viewed within this Biblical worldview, science, 

technology, engineering, 
the arts, math, reading, 
history, and athletics, are 
all gifts from God to the 
world, gifts to be learned, 
understood, nurtured and 
used for the glory of God 
and the good of others! As 
I have said many times, 
I believe there has not 
been a more critical time 
for our church/school to 
offer a Christ-centered, 
Lu theran  educa t ion 
centered on Biblical truth 
and values!

Additionally, on the 
church side, our youth 
and family ministries, 
in tegra ted  wi th  our 
school, seeks to equip 

the entire family to live Christ-like lives that reflects 
the values and truths of God’s Word.  This is what it 
means to make disciples!    

During the past few years, Red Hill has sought 
to address this disciple-making mission through 
a commitment to “deeper discipleship.”  In the 
last issue of The Vine, I described in detail what 
deeper discipleship entails.  As a reminder, deeper 
discipleship is a commitment to engage the real truths, 
commitments, and questions of scripture, tradition, and 
theology, and how this engagement intersects real life.  
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Deeper discipleship is the commitment to teach, equip, 
heal, and encourage our members so that they can live 
lives of integrity and hope, serving their neighbors in 
the name of Jesus.  Deeper discipleship is a life-long 
journey of learning all that Jesus has commanded us 
(Matthew 28.19ff) through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
At Red Hill, we believe that God, through His Word 
and Holy Sacraments, builds up His church, which is 
the body of Christ.  

It is my conviction that there can be no more counter-
cultural way of discipleship than being an emotionally 
healthy disciple of Jesus today. To make this point, 
let’s briefly examine how a commitment to deeper 
discipleship can address the issues stemming from the 
secular relativistic worldview and its “symptoms:” the 
autonomous, sovereign individual and contemporary 
tribalism.    

The Contemporary Cultural Worldview and the Gospel
Orthodox Christian faith affirms that God has revealed 
Himself through the meta-narrative of Scripture and 
uniquely and finally in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  The truth claims given in Scripture are the locus 
of authority for the disciple of Christ—not personal 
opinion, pop psychology, or revisionist societal values 
(Sola Scriptura).

Through Scripture, God addresses the believer in 
two “voices:” Law and Gospel.  The Law reveals 
God’s good and gracious will for the world; it tells 
humankind what we can and cannot do under the 
Lordship of Christ.  When God’s Law is obeyed there 
is true freedom.  However, as we are encountered by 
God’s Law, we immediately recognize that we do not 
obey and thus fulfill the Law; the Law condemns and 
accuses us as unrighteous before a holy God.  What’s 
more, the Law does not give us the power to fulfill it.  
We are dead in our trespasses and sin (Ephesians 2.1ff).       

In this predicament, we now hear the Gospel (good 
news)—what God has done for us through the life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus.  Jesus lived 
the life that we do not live and died the death that we 
deserve.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
are united with Christ through faith (Sola fide).  This 
is wholly God’s doing for us, a gift given out of God’s 
grace, love and faithfulness (Sola gratia).  God’s 
Word as Law and Gospel reveals that the sovereign 

autonomous self is in fact, the very opposite:  a sinner 
in need of redemption from the outside; from a truly 
Sovereign, gracious, and faithful God who rescues the 
sinner from themselves, offering a life based on God’s 
promises and God’s will for living in this world.  As 
Hultgren helpfully summarizes:    

 The Law, culminating in the Word of the cross…
tells me that Christ died for all my sins as exposed 
by both Old and New Testaments and continually 
confronts me with the truth about my life.  As Gospel, 
the same Word of the cross (and resurrection) truly 
frees me.  It frees me from my past and from the guilt 
of my sins.  It opens up for me eternal life with God.  
It frees me from fear of death, from my obsession with 
the things of this world…The Spirit, having opened up 
authentic freedom before God, shaped my freedom in 
accordance with God’s enduring will as revealed in 
the Old and New Testaments  (Law).22    

What about the hostile Tribalism that we experience all 
around us today?  The contemporary Christian Church 
finds itself in a similar cultural context with that of 
First Century Christianity.  While certainly not exact 
parallel circumstances, the early church persevered 
and even grew in a culture divided by class, gender, 
politics, and religion—a tribal culture.  

According to author Blake Hartung, for the first time 
since antiquity, the Western church exists in a largely 
non-Christin society.  Conceding that at the moment, 
aggressive persecutions are less likely than more 
subtle forms of social pressure—such as accusatory 
questioning, misunderstanding, and even mockery—
still, people of faith today need to address the 
challenges of how Christians can maintain a “winsome 
engagement” within an often hostile culture and the 
intellectual currents of our time, while maintaining 
faithfulness to our convictions?23  Hartung’s answer?  
Examine how the early church engaged the society 
around them. 

Hartung describes that in the ancient Mediterranean 
world, “for all its diversity…society was deeply tribal.  
In the ancient world, religio (the Latin ancestor of our 
word religion) was associated with a particular place 
or people group.  For example:
22 The Necessary Distinction, 249. 
23  Blake Hartung. “Back to the Future.” In Modern Reformation 
Journal (November-December 2017: Volume 26, NO. 6.
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The Jews had their religio, as did the people 
of Athens and the inhabitants of Rome. 
Traditional cultic practices offered a way to 
celebrate and honor one’s homeland and its 
representative deities.  They provided time-
honored means to petition the gods for aid in 
times of need.  Temples and shrines functioned 
as economic engines by collecting offerings 
and spurring industries (e.g., the manufacture 
and sale of cultic objects) … Finally, a 
moral code of conduct was not central to the 
practice of religio.  Simply put, in the ancient 
Mediterranean world, religio was a collection 
of social practices that were thought to promote 
social cohesion and traditional values.  It was 
therefore inextricably bound up with social and 
political life.  Participation in these rites was as 
essential for membership in the community as 
our own national rituals of reciting the pledge 
of allegiance and singing the national anthem. 24

However, as early Christianity spread throughout the 
empire, it challenged and redefined the idea of religio 
in the ancient world.  According to New Testament 
scholar Larry Hurtado, Christianity was “distinctive” 
in relation to these ancient social structures.  Hurtado 
cites two examples: early Christian “exclusivism” and 
early Christian “ethics.”25  As Hartung explains:

 Because of Christians’ refusal to participate in 
local, civic, or ethnic religio, their community was, by 
definition, exclusive and thereby offensive to the pagan 
pluralism that bound the Roman Empire together. 
Yet it also promised any willing convert access to a 
community that was purposefully translocal, transcivic, 
and transethnic.  Their exclusivism set them apart… 
as a “new race” spread among the nations.  Even as 
their stubborn abstinence from pagan religio earned 
the scorn of others, their moral convictions and radical 
generosity impressed even the most contemptuous of 
their critics.26

Simply put, the early church refused to participate 
in the tribalism (religio) of ancient culture, while at 
the same time demonstrating a love that transcended 
24 Ibid, 18. 
25 Larry Hurtado. Destroyer of the Gods: Early Christian Distinctive-
ness in the Roman World (Waco, Texas: Baylor University Press, 2016).
26 Hartung, “Back to the Future,” 22. 

culture, gender, politics, or economic status.  Yes, the 
church was seen as exclusive, yet it was a generous 
exclusivity. The church was open to all who desired to 
know Jesus who was THE way, truth, and life!  Their 
allegiance was to Jesus alone!  It was the church’s 
commitment to, and love for Jesus, that prohibited 
them from participating in the religio (tribalism) of 
the ancient world.  Understanding themselves to be 
forgiven and reconciled to God through Christ and 
Christ alone, as well as under the authority of Scripture 
that defined the community of faith, disciples of Jesus 
lived faithfully amidst an often hostile environment.  
While the ancient, dominant culture did certainly view 
Christians as an oddity, even dangerous, still, even the 
critics of Christianity had to confess, “Look how they 
love one another.”27  

This is the challenge and opportunity before the church 
today!  While the “tribal fault lines” in our culture 
today are unique to our time and place, “drawn in 
terms of party, political ideology, or identification 
with a particular interest group,”28 the church has the 
opportunity to offer a community that is exclusive in its 
allegiance to Christ, yet inclusive in its insistence that 
all people are loved and valued by God based on His 
love and grace—not our worthiness, tribe, or political 
viewpoint.  As Hartung explains:  

 The experience of the early Christians reminds 
us that the church must always transcend these 
divisions.  In the first centuries of the church, it was 
the love and charity of Christians that first drew many 
to hear the gospel.  When faced with pressure to show 
devotion to the religio of the age, our communities 
must welcome the native-born and the foreigner, the 
liberal and the conservative, the weak and the powerful.  
As the fault lines grow deeper, we must show more 
unity and a greater willingness to challenge social 
divisions in the name of Christ.29

It is precisely in this cultural moment, often divided 
by angry tribalism and hostile rhetoric, that learning 
emotionally healthy ways of relating based on Biblical 
principles can be a way of loving our neighbor as we 
love ourselves.  Knowing that we are defined by Christ 
and not culture; knowing that we do not have to be 
perfect because Jesus was perfect for us; knowing that 
27 Tertullian of Carthage. Apology 39.7. 
28  Hartung, “Back to the Future,” 18.
29  Ibid. 
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as human beings we are all broken, flawed, limited, 
and valued sons and daughters of God; and knowing 
that we have an absolute truth that we can trust, that 
can guide our lives, all of these realities frees us be 
God’s people.  A people who anticipate the day when 
all hostility will be ended, political fighting will cease, 
death will be swallowed up, and the peace of God will 
reign forever!            

The heart of the Christian faith in the first century 
culture is the heart of the Christian faith now:  The 
Gospel!  The announcement that God has entered into 
human history through the incarnation of Jesus Christ, 
who was crucified, died, and was buried.  But, on the 
third day He rose again!  During His earthly ministry, 
Jesus described and demonstrated how life was to be 
lived now that the “Kingdom of God is at hand…” 
(Mark 1.15) Churches today must immerse disciples 
in this Gospel story (Biblical worldview), offering 
true, spiritual food through Word and Sacrament; all 
for the purpose of sending these disciples out into an 
often hostile culture, in order to live lives of faithful 
love and service to their neighbors.  

As it was in the early days of Christianity, and as it is 
for many Christians in our world today; it is beginning 
to cost something to be a Christian in America—not 
as much as in many places in the world or in much 
of history, but more than it used to. Perhaps this is 
good news.  The church has always grown stronger 
during difficult times.  True commitment to anything 
necessarily means saying no to other choices and 
options.  Commitment builds character which leads 
to hope.  The Bible tells us so:

“… but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
(Romans 5.3-5)     

I agree with social commentator, Os Guiness, when 
he says that our challenge as Christians today is…

 …that we trust in God and his gospel and 
move out confidently into the world…and thus 

challenge the darkness with the hope of Christian 
faith, believing in an outcome that lies beyond 
the horizon of all that we can see and accomplish 
today.30

As a church, Red Hill will continue our work of making 
disciples of Jesus.  We will proclaim the Gospel and 
administer the Sacraments.  We will seek to offer 
Biblical counsel, and provide the resources necessary 
for our people to relate to others in healthy, God-
honoring ways that promotes civility and community.  
We will continue to provide a distinctively Lutheran, 
Christian education for our children at Red Hill 
Lutheran School, as well as through our Youth and 
Family ministries on Sunday and during the week.  
And, we will continue to pray for one another, 
believing that “The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working” (James 5.16).  

Finally, we will continue to seek the Lord’s will and 
guidance for our church and school, looking to our 
Heavenly Father to be our power.  The reason we will 
continue to do all of these things is simple: Because, 
“The Bible tells me (us) so!”      

In the Name of Jesus,

Pastor Seth 

30  Os Guiness. Renaissance: The Power of the Gospel However Dark 
the Times (Downer Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2014), 28.
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Red Hill Lutheran School Announced As 2020 Exemplary High Performing 
National Blue Ribbon School

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos has 
recognized Red Hill Lutheran School (RHLS) 
as a 2020 National Blue Ribbon School (https://
nationalblueribbonschools.ed.gov/). This recognition 
and award is based on Red Hill Lutheran School’s 
demonstrated overall academic performance and 
progress in closing achievement gaps among student 
subgroups. “Congratulations to this year’s National 
Blue Ribbon School awardees,” said Secretary DeVos. 
“It’s a privilege to recognize the extraordinary work 
you do to meet students’ needs and prepare them for 
successful careers and meaningful lives.” 

The coveted National Blue Ribbon Schools award 
affirms the hard work of RHLS educators, families, 
and community in creating safe and welcoming schools 
where students master challenging and engaging 
content. The U.S. Education Department recognizes 
schools in one of two performance categories, based 
on all student scores, student subgroup scores and 
graduation rates: • Exemplary High Performing 
Schools – These are among their state’s highest 
performing schools as measured by state assessments 
or nationally normed tests. • Exemplary Achievement 
Gap Closing Schools – These are among their state’s 
highest performing in closing achievement gaps 
between a school’s student groups and all students. 

Red Hill Lutheran School Principal, Dr. Paul Marquardt 
is extremely proud of the exceptional staff and students 
who have made this award possible. “It is a true honor 
and privilege to have served as Principal here at Red 
Hill Lutheran School for the past four years.  The entire 

community of dedicated Christian teachers, parents, 
and students is truly exemplary and high performing, 
as the 2020 National Blue Ribbon designation 
recognizes.  We are inviting, and looking forward to 
hosting, US Education Secretary Betsy DeVos and 
President Trump to RHLS since we will not be able 
to be in person with them for the traditional annual 
ceremony in Washington.  This year’s ceremony on 
November 12 and 13 will be a virtual awards ceremony.  
RHLS is proud of its 60 years of solid Christian 

Educational partnership with 
parents in the local Tustin and 
Irvine communities.” (https://
nationalblueribbonschools.
e d . g o v / a w a r d w i n n e r s /
winning/20ca101pv_red_hill_
lutheran_school.html)

The U.S. Education Department 
invites National Blue Ribbon School nominations from 
the top education official in all states, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, the 
Department of Defense Education Activity, and the 
Bureau of Indian Education. Private schools are 
nominated by the Council for American Private 
Education (CAPE). 

Red Hill Lutheran School has received a special 2020 
National Blue Ribbon School plaque and flag via mail 
instead of at the traditional in-person ceremony held 
at the White House each November.  #NBRS2020  @
NatlBlueRibbon @nationalblueribbonschools
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The Advent and Christmas Seasons at Red Hill
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Sunday, November 29th, we began the season of 
Advent and a new Church Year. The word Advent 
means “coming” or “arrival” and is a four-week 
season of preparing our souls through repenting and 
believing the good news that God’s Kingdom has 
come near. During the Advent season, we hear the 
Biblical command to prepare our hearts and minds 
for the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
God’s Kingdom has arrived, in the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus. Advent is also a reminder 
that Jesus is coming again at the end of human history. 
The great hymn of Advent proclaims the focus and 
rhythms of Advent: 

“Prepare the royal highway; 
the Kings of kings is near!  
Let every hill and valley, a level road appear!  
Then greet the King of glory, 
foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s 
word!” 

This opening verse of this hymn, describes the first-
century practice of preparing the roads by filling in 
the pot-holes and smoothing out the hard paths for 
the arrival of a king, an emperor, a royal emissary, 
or Roman official.  The purpose was to demonstrate 
to the arriving dignitary that the town was ready and 
honored to receive this important person. The season 
of Advent is about such preparation; preparing our 
lives by “leveling out” the rough parts of our hearts 
and minds, the “pot-holes” in our spiritual lives that 
are the challenges and consequences of life: broken 
dreams, broken promises, self-centered living, and a 
disobedience of God’s direction in our lives.  

Advent has both an historical and theological foci. 
Historically, Advent guides us through the Biblical 
story of hope and expectation for the long-awaited 
Messiah; God’s chosen servant who will set the world 
right. The messianic hope is articulated so powerfully 
by the prophets, particularly Isaiah. Theologically, 
Advent looks back at the birth of Jesus as the 
fulfillment of God’s promised Messiah and forward to 
the promised second coming of Jesus to consummate 
the divine promise of a healed world.

For modern-day followers of Jesus, Advent provides 
opportunities for the church to articulate the deep 
yearnings and hopes of human beings for salvation 
and wholeness in this in-between time of the first and 
second coming of Jesus. Lutheran theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer beautifully describes this double focus of 
Advent:

When the old Christianity spoke of the return 
of the Lord Jesus, they thought of a great day 
of judgment.  Even though this thought may 
appear to us to be so unlike Christmas, it is 
original Christianity and to be taken extremely 
seriously…. God comes into the very midst of 
evil and death, and judges the evil in us and in 
the world.  And by judging us, God cleanses 
and sanctifies us, comes to us with grace and 
love…Advent is a time of waiting.  Our whole 
life, however, is Advent—that is, a time of 
waiting for the ultimate, for the time when there 
will be a new heaven and a new earth, when all 
people are brothers and sisters and one rejoices 
in the words of the angels: “On earth peace 
to those on whom God’s favor rests.’  Learn 
to wait, because he has promised to come.  “I 
stand at the door…”  We, however, call him: 
‘Yes, come soon, Lord Jesus!”1

It is so easy to get caught up in the rush and hustle 
that the Christmas season offers. However, Advent 
calls us to slow down a bit. Advent provides us the gift 
of waiting, an active waiting where we have the time 
to think, reflect, and truly contemplate what it means 
that the eternal God became human and entered His 
creation to save it, redeem it, and heal it!  And, one 
day, Jesus will return to complete His salvific plan and 
reclaim what is His—you and me!  

Most of the first-century world wasn’t ready for the 
first Advent of the Heavenly King. The question for 
us is, “Are we ready for the second Advent of the 
King?  During the four weeks of Advent, you have the 
opportunity, through Worship, Word, Sacrament, and 
study, to answer that question!   May God bless and 
guide your Advent journey!

1  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Watch for the Light.”
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Advent and Christmas Sermon Series
“The Promises of Christmas”
The Christmas season is a time filled with promise. 
The carols of Christmas, as well as the popular 
Christmas songs, extol the promise and hope of this 
holy season! From “Silent night, holy night” to “It’s 
the most wonderful time of the year,” we are reminded 
that, through the birth of Jesus Christ, God fulfilled 
His promise to set the world to right, to bring to a 
climax the Biblical story of God’s redemptive actions 
in human history! 

At the same time, if we’re not clear about what 
Christmas really promises, we might just miss out on 
what makes it the most wonderful time of the year. 
The Advent season gives us time to reflect upon the 
promises God made and how He has fulfilled those 
promises! 

In this series we will journey back to Bethlehem and 
recall the promises that were made by God through the 
prophets, the angels, the Apostles’, and Jesus Himself, 
and how their fulfillment is still what makes this “the 
most wonderful time of the year.” The themes and 
messages in this series continues with:

December 13th (Advent 3): “God Lifts Up the Lowly.”

December 20th (Advent 4): “God of the Second 
Chance.”

December 24th (Christmas Eve): “Born for You.”

December 25h (Christmas Day): “A Whole New 
World.”

December 27th (Christmas-1): “Faithfulness.”

Again this year, we provide our daily Bible Study/
devotion, The Compass, which will offer the ancient 
prayer practice of The Daily Office, for your personal 
and/or group/family study and meditation. Our hope 
and prayer this Advent and Christmas season, is that 
you deepen your love for Jesus and others, while 
experiencing the true peace and hope of these sacred 
seasons!  

May you have a blessed and healthy Advent and 
Christmas! 

The Season of Epiphany
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As we complete the Advent and Christmas seasons 
and festivities, beginning in January, we enter into 
the season of Epiphany.  The term “epiphany” comes 
from the Greek word which means “appearance” or 
“manifestation.”  In early church history, the feast 
of Epiphany originally celebrated the birth of Jesus.  
However, as the church established December 25th 
as the day to celebrate Jesus’ birth, Epiphany was 
designated as the event that manifested Jesus as the Son 
of God, the Savior of the world.  In Eastern Christianity, 
Epiphany was appointed as the day to celebrate the 
baptism of Jesus.  In the West, Epiphany became the 
day to celebrate the manifestation of Jesus through 
three great events: the visit of the Magi, the baptism 
of Jesus, and the marriage feast of Cana.

The day of Epiphany is always January 6th (For 
Lutherans, the Sunday following Epiphany is celebrated 
as the “Baptism of our Lord” and the “First Sunday 
after the Epiphany”).  The season of Epiphany brings 
us to the end of the Advent and Christmas cycles in our 

Church Year, completing their rhythms of expectation 
and fulfillment.  During Epiphany, our focus turns 
toward the purpose and reason for the birth of this 
child: He has come to be the Savior for all people!  
This central truth, that Jesus has been manifested to 
all and for all people, is the theme of Epiphany.  It is 
during the Epiphany season that we are to:   

…celebrate the revelation of Christ to the 
Gentiles—that is, to all nations.  Some Christian 
traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on 
this day:  the magi’s adoration of the Christ 
child, Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and 
his first miracle, in which he changes water 
into wine.  The Word and Sacraments are for us 
the great epiphany of God’s grace and mercy.  
We go forth to witness to the light that shines 
brightly in our midst.1

In the history of the Western Church, the primary 
focus during the Epiphany season is on the story of the 
1 Sundays and Seasons, Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2012. 
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Magi and their visit to the Christ child.  As scholar and 
Christian theologian Robert Webber notes,

In the Western church…the day of Epiphany…
is always a celebration of the coming of the 
wise men who brought gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh to Jesus…Even as our Christmas 
spirituality was shaped by the dominant theme 
of the incarnation, so now our Epiphany 
spirituality will be shaped by the overriding 
theme of Christ’s manifestation as Savior of 
the world.2

The coming of the Magi to see the child Jesus is only 
mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel (Matthew 2:1–12). 
The word “Magi” comes from the Greek word 
“mágos” (it’s plural is “mágoi”) which is transliterated 
as “magi” (“wise men”).  From the definitions and 
the descriptions provided in Matthew’s Gospel, the 
Magi were probably Persian priest-astrologers who 
could interpret the stars, particularly the significance 
of the star that proclaimed the birth of the Messiah.  
One of Matthew’s purposes in composing his Gospel 
was to show how Jesus fulfilled all of the messianic 
prophecies from the Old Testament.  It is in the very 
beginning of his Gospel that Matthew records that 
these Magi were guided by a star in the sky.  Balaam 
prophesied about the coming Messiah marked by a star: 

“I see him, though not now; I behold him, 
though not near: A star shall advance from 
Jacob and a staff shall rise from Israel...” 
(Numbers 24:17). 

Of course, the Magi were not Jewish sages.  As non-
Jews they were Gentiles.  Psalm 72 speaks of how the 
Gentiles will come to worship the Messiah: 

“The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer 
gifts, the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring 
tribute. All kings shall pay Him homage; all 
nations shall serve Him” (Psalms72:10-11).   

Matthew recorded that the Magi brought three gifts: 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  In Isaiah, we read about 
the gifts that would be brought to the Messiah:  

2 Robert E. Webber. Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality 
through the Christian Year, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004).

“Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries 
from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall 
come bearing gold and frankincense, and 
proclaiming the praises of the Lord” (Isaiah 
60:6).  

In addition to being prophetic fulfillments and very 
valuable, the gifts from the Magi were also prophetic in 
themselves.  Biblical commentator M. Mills notes that:

The Old Testament frequently links gold 
to kings, so this gift recognized Jesus as a 
king, and indeed this is appropriate, for He is 
the King of kings!...Frankincense was used 
to compound the exclusive incense for the 
inner sanctum, the Most Holy place, God’s 
residence on earth (Exod. 30:34–38), and the 
Old Testament sees incense as God’s special 
prerogative (Exod. 30:37; Ezek 16:18)…Myrrh 
was one of the most valuable gum resins and, 
besides being used as a spice or medicine 
(this myrrh is not to be confused with Old 
Testament myrrh which is a different gum), 
was particularly used to embalm corpses (it was 
used in embalming Jesus (John 19:39–40). This 
gift thus recognized the significance of Jesus’ 
death, and as His office of Savior pivots on His 
sacrificial, atoning death, this gift interprets as 
recognizing Him as Savior, an insight the Magi 
could have gleaned from Isaiah 53.3

Finally, while the Gospel account does not give names 
to the Magi, tradition and history has identified the 
Magi as Melchior, Caspar (or Gaspar), and Balthazar.  
Also, we are not told that there were only three Magi.  
This tradition likely came from the number of the gifts 
given to the holy family as recorded in Matthew.

Of course, it is safe to say that the reason the Magi were 
not named is because the story is not about them!  The 
story is about God’s unfolding plan of redemption and 
reconciliation of the entire world.  All of the people 
and places described in Matthew, even nature itself (the 
star), are used by God to manifest His Son to the world.  
And, the very gifts of the Magi themselves manifest the 
person, work, and power of this infant Savior!

3  Mills, M. The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record 
(Dallas, Texas: 3E Ministries, 1999).
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What does the story of the Magi tell us?  The Magi 
are living proof that God fulfills His promises and 
that Jesus has come for all people!  The Magi are a 
sign of the Gentile nations’ inclusion in God’s salvific 
plan.  The Epiphany season is that brief time in our 
Church Year where we are reminded that what the Magi 
discovered is what we have discovered as well; that 
in this child lay the “hopes and fears of all the years.”  
That in Jesus Christ we are given many gifts; the gifts 
of forgiveness, hope, and new life. Martin Luther, 
commenting on this story of the Magi, reminds us that

The first thing we should learn from this 
story…is that the wise men went to search for 
Christ, the new born king, they did not find him 
in Jerusalem.  Indeed, if they were to find Him 
at all, they would need to listen to the Prophet 
Micah…Thereafter, when they had received the 
Word…they…took the road to Bethlehem…
The second thing that we should learn from this 
story is how to bear ourselves aright towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, that we should 
cast aside all offence, and together with these 
wise men witness before the world to the Lord 
Christ, seek Him from the bottom of our hearts, 
and adore him as our Savior.4

4  Martin Luther. Day by Day We Magnify Thee, (Philadelphia: 

I like that Luther begins with God’s Word and ends 
with our lived response to those words.  Epiphany is 
that reminder that we are disciples—followers of Jesus 
on the “road” of our lives.  As disciples, we must be 
constantly equipped with Word and Sacrament so that 
we can follow faithfully and manifest the love of Jesus 
in and through our lives.  In the words of the classic 
hymn, Epiphany is the annual reminder that,

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star 
behold;

As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, 
beaming bright;

So, most gracious Lord, may we ever more be 
led by thee5

The season of Epiphany; a time to celebrate the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ who is the fulfillment 
of God’s promises, both to His people, Israel, as well 
as to the world.  Because the glory of God has been 
manifested in and through Jesus, we are called as His 
disciples to manifest His glory by growing in faith 
and living out that faith in the day-to-day events and 
relationships in our lives.  

Fortress Press, 1982).
5  “As With Gladness Men of Old.” Lutheran Book of Worship: #82. 
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“Wednesdays in the Word” Wednesday Morning Bible Study
“Is it the End Times? The Book of Revelation”

Wednesdays 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. (Livestreamed and Recorded)
Church Sanctuary

This past year, we have experienced a cultural tsunami. 
Covid-19, social unrest, a volatile election cycle, not 
to mention our own personal struggles related to these 
events, (or those not related to these events), have 
caused many to ask the question, “Is this the end of the 
world?” Are these the “birth-pains” of the end times 
that Jesus described in Matthew 24.3-11? 

When it comes to discussions about the end of the 
world, very often the book of Revelation is cited as a 
description of what the end of the world will be like. 
However, is this true? Does the book of Revelation 
predict the end of the world in our time?  

The title of the book, “Revelation,” is a translation 
of the Greek word, “Apocalypse,” which means, “an 
unveiling,” a “disclosure.” Written by John the Apostle 
from a prison cell on the Greek island of Patmos, 
John uses the Jewish literary style of writing known 
as “apocalyptic,” which utilizes vivid symbolism, 
imagery, and visions (The Old Testament books of 
Daniel, Ezekiel, and Zechariah are other examples of 
the use of apocalyptic language). 

John writes at a time when the church was facing 
severe persecution. The Roman Emperor Domitian 
demanded to be called: “Lord and God” by all in the 
empire. The early Christians refused to worship the 
emperor or any other pagan deities. Hence they were 
mocked, imprisoned, tortured, and martyred. 

In the midst of these threats and upheavals, through 
John and John’s writing, Jesus will “unveil” a deep 
truth about the world (then and now): God is in control 
and not evil.  The book of Revelation urges the Church 
to stay faithful to the One who truly is “Lord and God—
Jesus Christ!  The book of Revelation encourages the 
church in every age to be faithful despite persecution, 
and assures that even though evil is powerful, God is 
more powerful. In our world today, we need the same 
encouragement and truth that the Book of Revelation 
offers.      

The goals and desired outcomes of this study will be to 
gain a deeper understanding of the book of Revelation 
within its canonical context. We will examine the 
historical background, nature, style, structure, and 
content of Revelation. We will also discuss some 
of the misinterpretations of the book of Revelation 
throughout the history of the Christian Church.  

If you have ever wondered about the book of Revelation 
and its message to the church today, you are welcome to 
join us for this in-depth study of this very provocative 
and often misunderstood book of Scripture.     

This study is livestreamed beginning at 7:15 a.m., as 
well as recorded and posted on our website so that you 
can participate at any time! Hope you can be with us! 
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“The Emotionally Healthy Discipleship Course”
(February 7th through March 14th, 2021)

(Location TBD)
One of our core commitments as a disciple-making 
church, is to make emotionally healthy disciples of 
Jesus. The foundational principle of Emotionally 
Healthy Discipleship (EHD) is this: “Emotional health 
and spiritual maturity are inseparable. It is not possible 
to be spiritually mature while remaining emotionally 
immature.” (Pete Scazzero, Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality, 2006). The goals of EHD are to:

*Help people develop a deep personal, 
transformative relationship with Jesus 
Christ out of which they will serve God 
and bear witness to Jesus through their daily 
relationships (missional spirituality).  EHD 
recovers Biblical truths overlooked in Western 
culture (e.g. the gift of limits, loss and grief, 
brokenness and vulnerability, character before 
performance, and loving well as the criteria for 
maturity).  EHD is one way to help disciples 
truly experience life-change through deepening 
their discipleship and avoiding the increasing 
problem of shallow Christianity.

*Develop a missional spirituality.  As 
indicated above, a missional spirituality aims 
to connect people deeply to Jesus, themselves, 
and each other in order to impact our day-to-
day relationships (home, work, neighborhood, 
and church).  In accomplishing this, EHDS is a 
means for long-term effectiveness in reaching 
people for Jesus Christ and transforming our 
communities.

*Teach people to love well (i.e. teaching 
people to connect in healthy, authentic ways, 
breaking unhealthy family of origin and 
cultural patterns, as well as learning healthy 
emotional bonding in the new family of Jesus).  
Issues of self-awareness, managing reactivity, 
and negotiating inter-personal differences are 
both the daily challenges of a disciple and 
experiences the Holy Spirit uses to make us 
more like Jesus.  Our overall goal is that people 
become great lovers of God and great lovers 
of others.

*Provide a deeper discipleship through a 
focus on Biblical theology and the application 
of Biblical principles, along with developing 
practical interpersonal skills that build strong 
marriages, families, and personal relationships.  

In order to fulfill these goals, we invite you to join 
us for The Emotionally Healthy Discipleship Course, 
beginning February 7th, 2021, concluding on March 
14th, 2021. The EHD Course will examine the Biblical 
foundations of EHD and its relationship to Christian 
discipleship. The subjects and Biblical foundations to 
be explored through the course will be:

Week 1: “The Problem of Emotionally Unhealthy 
Spirituality.” 1 Samuel 15.10-11, 16-24.
Israel’s first king, Saul, was a man of many gifts and 
many weaknesses—just like us!  We will examine the 
life of Saul, who provides an example of someone 
who was emotionally unaware, and did not cultivate 
his relationship with God.  

“Know Yourself that You May Know God.” 
1 Samuel 17.4-11, 38-45.
The story of King David provides an example of 
someone who, through trusting God, was able to cou-
rageously live out of his true self.

Week 2: “Go Back to Go Forward.” 
Genesis 50.15-21. 
The story of Joseph is a story of God shaping the 
character of a man through intense hardship and family 
conflict.  Joseph’s past could have been a source of 
ongoing resentment, hostility, and blame.  However, 
Joseph’s deep faith in God’s providence, as well as his 
forgiving heart, led to personal transformation, familial 
reconciliation, and the saving of many lives. 

Week 3: “Journey through the Wall.” 
Genesis 22.1-14.
Saint John of the Cross experienced what he would 
later call, “The Dark Night of the Soul.”  The Dark 
Night is a season of profound spiritual and emo-
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tional disorientation, confusion, and fear.  Likewise, 
the Patriarch Abraham experienced times of intense 
doubt and confusion, particularly when he was asked 
to sacrifice his son Isaac.  Yet, Abraham trusted God 
through his “dark night,” eventually understanding 
that where God guides, He provides.  

“Enlarge Your Soul through Grief and Loss.”  
Matthew 26.36-46.
We will face many losses, changes, and transitions in 
our lives.  The question is not will we face losses and 
“endings?”  The question is will we allow time and 
space to grieve our losses, so that we may grow deeper 
in faith and hope, as we wait for the “new day” that God 
will bring?  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was 
facing the loss of His life!  However, Jesus embraced 
God’s will that He “drink the cup” of God’s judgment, 
so that can experience the “new day” awaiting us all!  

Week 4: “Discover the Rhythms of the Daily Office.” 
Daniel 6.1-2, 6-14.
Even in a hostile country and idolatrous culture, Dan-
iel spent time every day in prayer and contemplation, 
anchoring himself in God.

Week 5: “Grow into an Emotionally Mature Adult.” 
Luke 10.25-37.         
In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus provides 
a radical example of neighbor-love, expressed through 
practical actions of mercy and care, balanced with an 
acknowledgment of one’s limits and responsibilities.  
 
Week 6: “Go the Next Step to Develop a Rule of 
Life.” Acts 2.42-3.7. 
The development of our emotional health is a life-long 
journey that takes effort, discipline, and commitment. 
And, we are not alone on this journey! Through the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirt, we can grow 
in faith, hope, and love, living lives characterized by 
wholeness and joy! 

In John 13.35, Jesus said, “By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.”  The purpose of EHD is to be the kind 
of people who are known by our love for God and for 
others!   
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Church Membership: Connecting, Growing, Leading!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“Why do I need to join a church? If I attend, isn’t that 
enough?” As a Pastor, I have been asked these and 
other questions numerous times. Of course, attending 
is great! We love attenders! You have heard me say 
many times, everyone is welcome wherever they may 
be in their journey of faith. If someone is not ready to 
join the church as a member, that’s OK.  Our hope and 
prayer is that God brings people to Red Hill so that they 
can learn, love, laugh, and serve. And, at some point, 
it is healthy and necessary to prayerfully consider the 
next step:  membership.

Church membership, properly understood, reflects a 
commitment beyond ourselves. Church membership 
is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” or 
now “I am due religious goods and services,” rather, 
membership is a Scriptural expression of covenant; 
a personal commitment to a particular community 
in order to grow in faith and serve our Lord and His 
people.  

Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church: “New Member Class: 101”

If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life? The good news is: God wants you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
participate in our “New Member Class: 101.” Class 101 
is a roughly 1½ hour class which examines the core 
teachings of the Bible, the Christian faith, the Lutheran 
understanding of the faith, and what it means to be a 
member of this particular body of believers called Red 
Hill Lutheran.   

We offer Class 101 virtually. Just go to our website and 
click on the “New Member Class” tab at the top of the 
page to find the “New Member Class: 101.” Once you 
have completed the virtual Class 101, email Donna 
Kunz, Executive Assistant to Pastor Seth at dkunz@
redhillchurch.org to set up a time to talk with me to 
answer any questions you may have! 

If you have questions about the Christian faith, the 
church, the Bible, and/or what it means to follow Jesus 
in your life today, then this class is for you! 

We look forward to connecting with you!  
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HARK! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King:

peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;

with th’angelic hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King”
-Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

This hymn was written by Charles Wesley, brother to John Wesley, and one of the most prolific of 
all hymn writers.   The Wesleys founded the Methodist movement in England in the mid-eighteenth 

century. They utilized hymns not only to direct worshipers’ hearts to God, but also to teach the truth of 
the gospel. “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” helps answer the questions, “Who is Jesus?” and “Why 

was He born?”

The first verse announces that Jesus came to reconcile Go with humanity. In the next verse, the newborn 
child, Jesus, is the incarnate Deity—God come in the flesh. The last verse gives three reasons Christ 
was born—that man would not die, to bring resurrection into humanity, and to make available the 

second birth.  It also tells of three things He brought with Him—healing, light and life.

Several titles of Jesus appear in the hymn—King, Lord, Emmanuel (which means “God with us”), 
Prince of Peace, and Sun of Righteousness. These tell us not only who He is, but what He does: The 
King leads a kingdom, the Lord accepts worship, Emmanuel provides companionship, and the Sun 

offers warmth and light for the growth of righteousness.

How attractive He is! Jesus Christ is the true beauty of Christmas.

As an apple tree among the trees of the forest, 
    so is my beloved among the young men. 

With great delight I sat in his shadow, 
    and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

4 He brought me to the banqueting house, 
    and his banner over me was love.

-Song of Solomon 2:3-4



The VinePage 24

What is the Course of your Faith?  
By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Comunity

What brings you to church each Sunday?  When you 
reflect on scripture, do you ever consider the words as 
though Jesus is speaking to you?  Do you hear Jesus 
asking you, as he asked Peter, “Do you love me?”  Do 
you come to be filled with “The light of the Gospel” 
so that you can share in this joy with others?  

Over the past several months, I have been participating 
in a study of the book of Hebrews, which I then 
followed up with a study of Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount.  I was questioning my effectiveness in ministry 
and seeking something that would fill me again 
with God’s light.  These 
studies have been exactly 
what I needed to help me 
put my faith journey back 
into perspective.  Using 
materials written by Jen 
Wilkin,  who does an 
amazing job of getting 
right to the point, pulls 
no punches, and almost 
bluntly challenges us in 
our call as followers of 
Christ, stating that “we 
are to be influencers in 
our actions and behaviors 
as we learn from Jesus 
how to transform our own 
character to imitate His 
rather than what’s currently 
happening in the culture 
around us.” And from 
that character, hopefully 
influence others with the 
help of the Holy Spirit.

The author of Hebrews very pointedly addresses his 
audience of professed Christians who seem to have 
become lukewarm in their zeal for Christ, allowing 
the culture around them to influence their attitudes and 
behaviors.  They were most likely relatively new in 
their journey and process of following “The Way” of 
Christ as opposed to that of the Prophets and Pharisees, 
and needed to be reminded of the actions that were to 
set them apart.  The writer of Hebrews provided this 

teaching, which at first seems harsh but is telling of 
the reason for our following Jesus.  HEB 5:12 “For 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic principles of 
the oracles of God.”  His point was that we should be 
using what we learn from Jesus to invest in the lives of 
others.  Yet they, like many of us, were satisfied with 
settling into the traditions and rituals, falling away 
from sharing the love Jesus came to teach us and that 
brings the Kingdom of Heaven here to earth.  Again, 
the writer reminds them the purpose of their continued 
gathering was to “Strive for peace with everyone, and 

for the holiness without 
which no one will see the 
Lord.  See to it that no one 
fails to obtain the grace 
of God; that no “root of 
bitterness” springs up and 
causes trouble, and by it 
many become defiled;” 
HEB 12:14-15 ESV.   This 
writer understood and 
was passionate about the 
purpose of our gathering 
regularly both in our large 
worship service and in 
smaller groups so we 
can be strengthened as 
we practice what Jesus 
teaches and share the ways 
in which we struggle with 
these applications in our 
relationships with those we 
encounter each day.

Then to Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus Himself 
carefully explains what the true character of a disciple/
follower looks like.  Not a list of things to do or to 
strive for, but a natural result of our changed nature as 
we are steadfast in our seeking His way each moment 
of each day rather than being conformed to the world 
that surrounds us.  I am not a new Christian, but I do 
sometimes find it difficult to keep up with the battle 
between the world’s influence, and have on occasion 
allowed my mind to wonder if my attempts at being 
an influencer really matter.  
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My desire is to be different.  I want Christ to be 
reflected through me, and for my actions to bring 
glory to God.  These studies have reminded me that 
this can really only happen when we live our lives 
together.  In community.  In relationships with fellow 
believers who desire and practice the same thing.  It’s 
important to share the ways in which we struggle and 
hear the affirming words of Jesus through others so 
we can sharpen the “Kingdom way” together.   Jesus 
encourages us to “let our light shine” telling us that 
“whoever does the commandments and teaches them 
to others, will be great in the Kingdom of Heaven” 
Matt 5:14-20.  Well, you cannot do, nor teach things 
you are not actively working at, right?  

In his sermons, Pastor Seth 
reminds us that we will make 
mistakes; these principles 
are not easy, and we are 
by no means, perfect.  But, 
“we strive to be a church 
that makes sure no one falls 
short of the grace of God, 
that we want to be a place 
that strengthens relationships 
that are weak, where those 
struggling can come and find 
encouragement and prayer.  
A place for even those who 
experience periods of feeling 

bitter. We encourage them to come and hear that God 
loves them, wants to heal them and the bitterness does 
not need to poison their lives.”  We are to be a place 
where the “face of God” shines through us to others 
so they too can know the joy of the Lord in their lives.

Our small group and service team ministries at Red Hill 
Lutheran Church serve as a place to practice, a place to 
grow in our ability to work through adversity and invest 
ourselves in the lives of those who need kindness and 
encouragement.  I hope that you will consider how you 
can pursue the right motives and actions for attending 
church.  That you will ask yourself, am I progressing in 
the next steps? Am I seeking ways to connect, grow and 
serve or, am I stuck in tradition alone? If you are not 
sure what your next steps should be, we encourage you 
to reach out to us, so we can help to provide guidance. 

Be sure to watch the weekly bulletin and website 
announcements for various ways you can try out 
different connection, growth and service opportunities. 
You may not be able to find where God is calling 
you unless you step out and try new things.  Let us 
continually seek to practice and demonstrate the things 
we learn from God so hearts can be transformed!

As always, if you ever have any questions, or want to 
discuss growth opportunities, please feel free to contact 
me. You can reach me at acalderon@redhillchurch.org.



The VinePage 26

A New Creation: Youth and Family Ministry Reflections
on Seeking to Blaze a Trail through This New Faith Wilderness

By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

For many of our students and families, this year has 
packed in many unwelcomed surprises; it is hard to 
have hope.  As the year 2020 began, and as the last 
strains of Auld Lang Syne faded away, I began to see 
festive and hopeful posts on Instagram and Snapchat 
with our students and their friends and families, 
expectant and excited for all that would lay ahead in 
the new year.  

Enjoying  “coffee-in-pajamas” (a wonderful Haynes 
family New Year’s tradition) and scrolling through 
social media channels, I was so thankful and excited for 
all that this fresh new year might bring.  Now, looking 
back on the past twelve months, I am struck by how 
different things turned out for us all.  Trips postponed, 
events altered or canceled, and adjustments made.  
The world shut down, and human beings, created for 
community, were asked to figure how to live without it.  

It might sound odd to say this, but I am so thankful for 
the many ways God has been visible!  

Our school settled on “God of Wonders” as its theme 
for this year.  In large and small ways, this faith 
community has experienced wonders from our God 
and unique opportunities to walk in faith individually 
and as a community that previously, we had not been 
a part of.  

Youth and Family Ministry has been involved in some 
very exciting and interesting initiatives that God seems 
to have prepared in advance for us to discover during 
this year of COVID ministry, just when we would 
need them most!  As you read on, please join me in 
thanksgiving and joy for all of the ways our God really 
is a God of Wonders!

In 2018, our team worked with Pastor Seth and Pastor 
Joel to develop and implement a plan for connecting 
with each child, student, and family in our school, 
church, and surrounding community.  We have been 
calling some 200 people every week across the 0 – 20 
year old age group as well as their families since early 
2019.  Each month, we have been meeting parents and 
students for coffee, ice cream, and surprise drop offs to 
their homes, as a way to connect.  I speak for the team 
when I write that I have drank so much coffee these 

past few years I think I can claim “Starbucks Reserve” 
status!  If you are interested in which local coffee shops 
are great (any why), please reach out to me on a Sunday 
and I will share my research with you! Each week, we 
send a handful of cards to kids and parents; postcards 
of encouragement, postcards to thank someone for 
connecting, postcards  requesting to arrange a future 
time to meet, or a postcard to celebrate a milestone or 
just to say hello.

Over the past few years, our team has been diligent 
in meeting kids where they are, instead of waiting for 
them to join us for our programming.  We know that 
Red Hill is in the middle of a youth group saturation, 
with ministries large and small all around us.  Our 
school is our number one outreach, and many of 
our school families happen to call another church 
“home”.  We seek to encourage families in their faith 
development, and this has meant carving out new ways 
to connect and support them without figuring out how 
to steal them away from their existing faith community.  
We have met families at the local parks, at the new 
bubble place in the Marketplace, at team events, dance 
competitions, speech and debate events, and at plays.  
Our team has sat with nervous parents at CIF volleyball 
matches, at local school events when their child would 
sing the National Anthem, at “no win” golf matches, 
and at dance competitions.  
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We showed up for these families and for these students 
because what they are involved with outside of Sunday 
mornings is as important as what happens during youth 
group.  

In showing up, we hope that we are dismantling an 
old idea: that church is the place where faith is learned 
and lived out.  We want to dismantle this old idea not 
because we do not see the church building as a sacred 
place, but because we live in a “post Christian world” 
and we must equip our faith community to BE THE 
CHURCH in all circumstances.  This is much more 
difficult that maintaining a lovely building.  This is 
building strong followers of Jesus who will stand firm 
in a solid foundation of faith while they are playing 
hockey, being a Boy Scout or American Heritage 
Girl, while they are bussing tables at Café Rio, or 
brightening someone’s day in line at Chick-Fil-A.  

We are building lifelong learners and disciples from 
birth to death!  During this 2020 COVID year, we have 
been able to walk with senior saints during Lent, create 
meaningful places to mentor students and see how and 
where God chooses to infuse the discussion.  God has 
allowed creativity when we felt our bones dry up.  In 
moments we felt most lost (Technology headaches!), 
we saw God bless us with a meaningful conversation 
or with an “a-ha moment”.  This year we have felt as 
one with our school community, and with families of 
all ages - which has been a tremendous blessing!

Looking back on 2020, we are grateful to God for 
deepened relationships, for time to slow down and 
experience Sabbath rest (and to practice it with our 
groups), for a continued targeted teaching in middle 
school between Bible class, Confirmation, and Youth 
group, for shifting our focus off of the ‘hamster wheel’ 
and toward the things that truly matter.  

As we move into a new year, I will still enjoy “coffee-
in-pajamas” with my family, but I am going to make 
sure I reflect on the blessings of the year we have had, 
and work to bring some of that into the year ahead.
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 This year, due to COVID-19 
restrictions, Red Hill’s Youth and 
Family Ministry team and vol-

unteers offered a Drive-through 
Orange opening day.

the grapevine
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Top: Red Hill Lutheran School students create 
cards and write messages to our 

US Service members serving around the world.
Below: Altar Guild volunteers are honored by 

Pastor Seth and Marty Schaefer for their dedication 
and service.
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Mindfulness and Self Regulations
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

Parenting education is important to the RHL preschool 
department. This past November we were able to offer 
our families three parenting classes on the subject area 
of mindfulness and self-regulation. The classes were 
designed for parents to learn age-appropriate techniques 
to help teach self-regulation and mindfulness through 
fun exercises to promote positive play and interaction 
between parents and children. 

Class 1: Introduction to Mindfulness-What is 
mindfulness, and how can it help my child? How 
does mindfulness help children reach developmental 
milestones? How does instilling mindfulness and self-
regulation skills relate to academic success?

Class 2: Building a Mindful Home- The class was 
designed to equip parents with activities and exercises 
to build mindfulness and self-regulation skills in their 
children. The techniques can be used at home for 
difficult transition times, bedtime, and other times 
when a child is excited or frustrated with a situation 
inside or outside of the home.

Class 3: Speaking Mindfulness- This class was 
designed to help instill a mindfulness vocabulary to 
teach children in difficult situations. Parents were 
taught how to calmly breathe with their child (yes, even 
in a public place!) and to deepen their understanding 
of what they need to achieve self-regulation. 

Preschool’s Carton 2 Garden
 By, Tracy Ryan

Preschool participated in a fun and educational contest called Carton 2 Garden. The requirements were at 
least 100 paper-board cartons and a group of enthusiastic students. Fifteen entries will be selected to receive 
a ward packages for their efforts, including a grand prize of $5,000!  The Preschool students were involved 
in washing and saving milk cartons from our snack program.  Our Preschool parents donated herbs and 
cash donations for plants for our Butterfly Carton Wall.  Our PreK-5 classroom designed our Butterfly Wall 
concept, collected all of the cartons, and plants over 150 plants! In addition,  K-8 students helped us with 
spray painting and cutting our milk cartons afterschool.  Preschool is excited to see if our beautiful Butterfly 
Carton creation will win. The Butterfly Carton creation can be seen in our existing Preschool God’s 
Butterfly Garden on our Yard 2.  
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Red Hill Lutheran Preschool
By Jessica Hickey, Tiny Tots Teacher and Preschool Assistant Director

As we enter into the Season of Advent, waiting for 
the Birth of our Savior, in October, we began working 
with our preschoolers, preparing our hearts and theirs 
through a season of Thankfulness.
In each of our classrooms we began by discussing those 
special people, as well as the things we are thankful for. 
Then, we began exploring pumpkins. By examining 
the small pumpkin seed, we learned that God can take 
a small seed and grow it into a big pumpkin. We talked 
about if we trust God to grow a pumpkin from a small 
seed, we can also trust him to take anything we have 
to give, to help bless others.
We were thankful for parents donating all of the 
pumpkins to make our pumpkin patch a huge success! 
The children had so much fun!
As we finished our lessons of Pumpkins and God being 
able to use even our little preschoolers, we turned our 
thankfulness into action by joining the rest of RHLS 
in the Operation Christmas Child shoe box drive. God 
has given us a lot to be thankful for and we want to 
give to others. By giving and being a part of Operation 
Christmas Child, we are teaching our preschoolers to 
take their Thankfulness and put into action by giving 
back. 
Just as we gave gifts to children, we now wait 
expectantly, for the best gift of all… Jesus! 
Merry Christmas!
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The Journey to Excellence
By Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal, Middle School Teacher

Hebrews 12:1 says, “ Let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us.”  

For the past 12 years, Red Hill Lutheran School has 
been running a race, a journey of rigorous self-study  
to support continuous school improvement through 
the school accreditation process. In 2008, the school 
was granted a six-year term with the Association 
of Christian Schools International, followed by an 
additional six-year term with the National Lutheran 
School Accreditation and Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges in 2014. Every year, the school 
submits a progress report outlining how it continues to 
work to advance schoolwide goals to support student 
learning. 

For the 2020-2021 school year, the school accreditation 
team, composed of stakeholders from all areas of 
the church and school, have been working through a 
rigorous self-study report. Part of this rigorous process 
includes an examination of every area of the school:

1. Purpose: The church and school have a shared 
purpose.

2. Relationships: The school demonstrates its 
Christian mission through relationships: 
Congregation, Community, Climate.

3. Leadership: The school is governed and 
administered following written policy: 
Governance, Administration.

4. Professional Personnel: A qualified and 
competent staff serves the school.

5. Teaching and Learning: The school’s Christ-
centered curriculum, instructional design 
and assessment practices ensure teacher 
effectiveness and engaged student learning.

6. Student Services: The school plans for and 
provides resources and activities that extend 
beyond standard classroom instruction.

7. Facilities: Buildings, grounds and equipment 
provide a safe and healthy environment that 
serves to enhance student learning.

Through this self-study report, Red Hill Lutheran school 
provides a written narrative of how our school meets 
or exceeds these standards. It collects data to present 
to the visiting accreditation committee, scheduled 
for March of 2021. Additionally, it determines action 
goals that will serve as the focus of continuous school 
improvement for the next six years. 

1 Peter 1:7 reminds us that, “These have come so that 
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the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—
may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ 
is revealed.” It is through the careful examination of 

our school practices that we can grow and improve, 
refining ourselves to be even better than before. We 
pray that the testing of our practices at RHLS will lead 
to God’s glory on every step of the journey. 
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RHLS Performing Arts Department
By Ben Hunter, Instrumental Teacher and Specialty Lead

2020 has proven to be an unique year. Even so, the 
RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD) has NOT 
skipped a beat. Continuing in the tradition of creating 
quality Christmas programs for all grades, the PAD 
team reimagined its Christmas season and gave 
students not only the chance to perform, but spread the 
news of Christ’s birth to virtually everyone. 

Fully staged, filmed and streamed productions 
included: Simply Christmas (grades K-2), Get in Line 
for Christmas (grades 3-5), The Annual Middle School 
Performing Arts Christmas Showcase (Concert Band, 
Praise Band, Drama Electives) and Christ the Savior is 
Born (String Orchestra, Singspiration).  Students were 
able to glorify the birth of Jesus by using their choral, 
instrumental and dramatic talents while learning about 
the filming process and the “magic” of green screen 
technology.  RHLS parent and RHLC member, Chuck 
Rogers, generously lent his talents by building one of 
the set pieces used for Get in Line for Christmas! 

The RHLS Praise Band has also had quite the journey 
this year. Starting as a band in late August, the class 
begins each meeting with a devotion led by Director of 
Contemporary Worship, Isaiah Coughran. Over their 
years at Red Hill, Praise Band students will learn up 
to 100 worship songs. They perform between five and 
eight pieces each Wednesday at Chapel. 

For Christmas. they have made arrangements of three 
Christmas songs that were recorded in the Sanctuary 
ant were streamed as part of our Middle School 
Performing Arts Christmas Showcase. 
The Performing Arts Department is looking forward 
to many performances and learning opportunities for 
our students this coming spring. 

In February, NASA and ARISS will provide our 
students the opportunity to speak live with the 
astronauts currently at the International Space Station! 
As a part of this connection, our school will showcase 
our learning about space and the God of Wonders! 

PAD will be collaborating with our STEM team in 
preparing our students to share what they have learned. 
Students will learn songs about space, including the 
United States Space Force Anthem, in choir and 
instrumental music. Students will also create and 
perform haikus about space in theater arts.

Spring at RHLS often involves many festivals, 
invitationals, and other trips for our PAD ensembles. 
God permitting, we still hope that many of these 
things will be able to happen in some form. Our 
virtual Christmas performances were very successful 
and we will continue to look for creative solutions to 
provide our students with performance opportunities 
throughout the Spring.
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RHLS Performing Arts Department Health and Safety Protocols
By Ben Hunter, Instrumental Teacher and Specialty Lead

This year has seen many changes and challenges but 
we have been blessed with enough PPE (Personal 
Protective Equipment), to still teach our Performing 
Arts classes at some capacity. Ensembles like String 
Orchestra, that don’t involve singing, or blowing for 
that matter, have been able to stay in our music room 
as long as every student is masked.  We also have 
markers in the music room to keep students six feet 
apart. Our Theater Arts room is also utilizing markers 
for social distancing. 
Choir and Band classes, however, are not safe to be 
inside small rooms for extended periods of time as of 
now. Through the guidance of our wonderful Principal, 
Dr. Marquardt, and RHLS parents Mr. Booy and Mr. 
Freeman, we were able to have a shade structure put 
in place so we can teach outside on the church patio. 

Our “outdoor music room” allows enough space to 
maintain a safe six feet between every student in our 
bands and even in our larger choirs. Not only are 
we socially distant, but we have Wenger Multi-Use 
Plexiglass shields for each student, as well.  Concert 
Band, and our 5th grade band classes, also have custom 
RHL Performing Arts Department bell covers on each 
band instrument.  

We had the luxury of recording our Christmas shows 
in the Sanctuary using all of the PPE that we have as 
well. We also scheduled shorter rehearsals for ultimate 
safety. For smaller scenes in Drama and Theater arts, 
filming took place in the Theater Arts room with our 
new green screen technology and ring lights. 
The Teachers of the Performing Arts Department would 
like to thank everyone for their support and trust as 
we continue to roll out these safety protocols. We will 
continue to teach Music and other Performing Arts 
classes safely as we put our trust in God and move 
forward.
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Parent Teacher Fellowship: Serving and Staying Connected Via Technology

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live 
together in unity.” – Psalm 133:1

The RHLS Parent Teacher Fellowship (PTF) is excited 
to be serving our school community! The PTF board 
is comprised of five talented and dedicated parents Liz 
Latch, President with children in 4th & 5th grades; 
Morgan Taylor, VP of Volunteers with children in 8th 
and 1st grades, Chantey Darling, VP of Fundraising 
with children in 7th, 4th, and 2nd grades as well as an 
alumna; Christina Khamis, Secretary with children 
in 6th and 4th grades as well as an alumnus; and 
Joy Mautz, Treasurer with a child in 6th grade. Our 
mission is to promote communication and fellowship 
between faculty and families, enhance the educational 
environment through fundraising, and recruit and 
coordinate volunteers to support goals and visions of 
RHLS. 

During this incredibly unique year, we have utilized 
the wonderful creation of technology to keep parents 
informed and communicating. Similar to the rest of 
the world, PTF has been hosting meetings via Zoom to 
keep parents abreast all things PTF. Our biggest project 
at the start of this school year is to put Room Parents 

in place to help connect teachers 
with the class parents. This is a 
great space for parents and teachers 
to share and discuss events that 
directly affect their class. 

One of our goals is to empower 
parents to volunteer. Parent 
involvement impacts their child, 
and we love to see parents making 
a difference. We also desire to 
support our teachers and the school 
staff because they are helping grow our children in 
God’s image. There is nothing better than knowing 
a child is loved and encouraged, even as they face 
new challenges every day. Lastly, we invite people to 
engage. PTF has a list of opportunities to help make 
our school community even better than it is now. A few 
ideas we are working on include building a Welcome 
Committee to work alongside our wonderful Ms. Lori 
Browne in welcoming new families to our school, 
creating an alumni association to foster the RHLS 
spirit even after students graduate, carryout fundraising 
ideas to bring together community while raising funds 
to support our school, help instill the love of nature 
in our students by serving in our garden, and these 

are just some examples of 
the wonderful ideas parents 
have shared. All we need are 
people who are willing to 
answer the call. 
I f  you  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed 
in learning more, please 
contact Liz Latch at ptf@
redhillschool.org .

Chantey Darling & family

Morgan Taylor & family

Liz Latch & family

Joy Muntz & family Christine Khames & family
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Online Auction
By Chantey Darling, Community Relations

On March 7, 2020 we pulled out our poodle skirts and letterman’s jackets and did the ‘Shooby Dooby’ down 
to Highway 39 in Anaheim. where Red Hill Lutheran Church and School held their 2nd Annual Gala. 
The night was a blast with our church and school community coming together raising $150,000.00 and 
hearing about our future plans for our campus. The festivities and fellowship during this fun-filled night 
won’t soon be forgotten!

Although this year’s event will look a little different, due to Covid, we have proven over the years nothing 
can stop this community. Please join us online (bidpal.net/rhlsonline2021) for our Auction this year. The 
online fundraising auction will take place February 22 – March 6, 2021. This year’s auction will help 
raise money for the Covid related Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) that was required to get Red Hill 
Lutheran School opened, as well as new interactive Promethean Boards for classrooms.
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Journey to Space and Beyond!
By Sara Bridgman, STEM  and Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.” 
Our fascination with the heavens has been around since 
our creation. For the 2020-2021 school year, Red Hill 
Lutheran is on a journey of exploration, immersing 
students in God’s wonderful Universe by exploring 
Space.

To support our theme, “God of Wonders”, teachers 
have committed to integrating space-themed lessons 
into the school curriculum. These are just a few of the 
learning experiences in which students are engaging:

Tomatosphere™: Preschool to 8th Grade
Tomatosphere™ uses the excitement of space 
exploration to teach the skills and processes of 
scientific experimentation and inquiry.  Students 
investigate the effects of the space environment on 
the growth of food that will inevitably support long-
term human space travel. Each classroom has planted 
tomato seeds, some that have been sent into space 
and others containing control seeds, which have been 
kept on Earth. Through the Tomatosphere™ project, 
students learn how to conduct a scientific experiment 
and compare the germination rates of the two groups 
of seeds. 

Endurance, Young Readers Edition: My Year in 
Space and How I Got There, by Scott Kelly
All middle school students are reading astronaut 
Scott Kelly’s memoir of how he used the character 
trait of endurance, developing himself physically, 
mentally and emotionally, to accomplish his lifelong 
goal of becoming an astronaut. This inspiring story 
encourages aspiring astronauts of all ages to believe 
in the impossible and reach for the stars. Following 
this reading, students will sharpen their speaking 
and thinking skills by debating the topic: “Is Space 
Exploration Worth It?”

7th-8th grade National Space Challenge through 
NASA-Sponsored Organizers
STEM students have been given weekly engineering 
challenges that explore a variety of careers and lessons 
related to space. They are competing against middle 
schools across the U.S. and receive daily updates 

that score their research, questions, and models. 
The program also hosts a weekly career speaker that 
answers students’ questions and shares about their 
career and the steps they took in getting there.

Wonderopolis Wednesday Weekly Challenges: 
Kindergarten to 8th Grade
Each week, students are challenged to explore the 
Wonders of Space through the Wonderopolis website. 
They ponder questions like “Can germs live in 
space?” and “How heavy is the Earth?”. Teachers 
also guide them through lessons from NASA through 
videos and hands-on activities. Finally, students are 
studying the basics of HAM radio in connection with 
our relationship with ARISS (Amateur Radio on the 
International Space Station). 
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All of these lessons culminate in the most exciting 
event....
Schoolwide ARISS Event: Week of February 8th
This year’s school theme ‘God of Wonders’ was 
intentionally chosen to focus on space.  Last year we 
applied and were one of five schools in the US selected 
by NASA and ARISS to host an event in which we 
focus on space exploration and the International 
Space Station.  Our students will be provided the 
opportunity to talk directly with Astronauts on the 
International Space Station  (ISS).  This is a joint 
program with NASA (National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration) and ARISS (Amateur Radio on the 
International Space Station)

“A scheduled ARISS contact is a voice-only 
communication via Amateur Radio between the 
International Space Station (ISS) crew and classrooms 
and communities.  ARISS contacts allow education 
audiences to learn firsthand from astronauts what it 
is like to work and live in space. These scheduled 
contact opportunities are offered to formal and informal 
education institutions and organizations, individually 
or working together.” 

God created us to have a sense of creativity and 
curiosity. Our quest for knowledge and exploration 
is strong, as is our desire to worship and glorify 
Him.  Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.”  RHLS students are eager to learn more 
about God’s Creation. The journey of learning never 
ends at RHLS, just like our exploration of the infinite 
wonders of Space. RHLS students are blessed with the 
opportunity to learn more about the Universe. We hope 
that this year inspires them to find individual paths, to 
develop a love of learning, and to journey towards a 
future that serves God. 

“And they said to him, “Inquire of God, please, that 
we may know 

whether the journey on which we are setting out will 
succeed.” 

And the priest said to them, “Go in peace. 
The journey on which you go is under the eye of the 

Lord.”
 Judges 18:5-6. 
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Red Hill Lutheran School Associated Student Body
By Deana Occhipinti, RHLS Performing Arts & ASB Advisor

In a school year like no other, the RHLS ASB, under 
the advisement of Ms. Deana Occhipinti, started 
their 2020-2021 reign with a bang! Technology 
Commissioners and Videographers immediately 
learned how to record and stream live chapel services 
while honing their sound board, camera, projection, 
green screen, editing and streaming skills. Under 
the guidance of RHL member Manny Olmedo, ASB 
continues to work alongside him and the RHLS AV 
team to stream weekly Chapel services to RHLS 
students, families and followers beyond.  ASB kicked 
off their service projects and philanthropy missions by 
donating hygiene products to Women Helping Women, 
a local charity helping those recently without work due 
to Covid-19. They hosted a virtual lunch to provide 
social interaction with RHLS Distance Learning 
Middle School Students and the annual Red Ribbon 
Week in October which included spirit days and a 
virtual pep rally for all students. Working the Annual 
“Shoebox Collection” for Operation Christmas Child 
proved once again a favorite as ASB collected, counted 
and loaded over 650 donations brought in by RHLS 
students! Speaking of celebrations, ASB conceived and 
hosted a schoolwide “Blue Out” to celebrate the honor 
of RHLS becoming a National Blue Ribbon Award 
school and provided over 70 “WELCOME” bags to 
new RHLS students! While missing the chance to host 
some of our “usual” events and practices, RHLS ASB 
is looking to the New Year with hope in their hearts 
and faith in Jesus that 2021 will be the best year yet!
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Celebrating One of Our Own: Stefan Gogogsha

The Red Hill community takes pride in 
announcing that long time member, Stefan 
Gogosha, has been recognized by the National 
Court of Honor, on behalf of the Orange County 
Council, with the Silver Beaver Award.

The Silver Beaver Award was introduced in 1931 
and is a council-level distinguished service award 
of the Boy Scouts of America. 

The Silver Beaver Award recognizes registered 
Scouts of exceptional character who have provided 
distinguished service within a council. Recipients 
of this award are registered scouters who have 
made an impact on the lives of youth through 
service given to the council.

The Silver Beaver Award is the highest form of 
recognition that a local council can bestow upon a 
volunteer.

Stefan’s service includes 29 years in scouting as 
an adult, serving as Scout Master twice for the 
Red Hill Lutheran Troop 235, as Den Leader for 
RHLC Pack 235, and as the Canyon’s District 
Club Day Camp Director for three years.  He has 
also served as the Chapter Advisor of the Order of 
the Arrow Koshare Chapter. 

Stefan also obtained the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Stefan’s volunteer service extends beyond the 
Scouts. He has served our Red Hill Community 
for two years as a Sunday school teacher, and has 
held many volunteer positions throughout the 
years in Red Hill’s Vacation Bible School.  
Stefan is a volunteer fire fighter and EMT on the 
North Slope of Alaska.

The Red Hill Lutheran Church family 
congratulates him on this amazing achievement.
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Building Faith
By Dr. Ken Hays, President, RHLC Board of Directors

Among the ministry activities that have touched me has 
been Mexico Housebuilding.  In this ministry, a church 
volunteer group travels a few miles past our southern 
border into Mexico to build a small house for a needy 
family there.  Another organization selects the family 
that will live in the house, gets building materials on-
site, provides plans and assistance, and offers meals 
and sleeping accommodations for our group.  The 
recipient families are very poor but amazingly happy.  
Red Hill has sent many groups on these trips over the 
years.
I’ve experienced and observed Christian faith growth 
in Mexico.  On some trips, we have had one or more 
curious participants who were non-Christians.  There 
have been some wonderful group discussions of faith 
questions on Saturday evenings after the first day of 
building was completed.  A few of these folks have 
subsequently attended a worship service at Red Hill.
Before we begin building a house, we all stand on the 
concrete slab, join hands and pray.   People who are 
new at Mexico Housebuilding experience the reality 
of being “Christ’s hands and feet” in a tangible way.  
After the housebuilding volunteers return home, many 
are excited and anxious to learn when the next group 
will be planned.  Over time, we have developed a core 
group of Christian workers who have felt moved to 
participate multiple times and to invite others.

We sometimes arrange to have a Red Hill member (e.g., 
Bill Calderon) serve Holy Communion on Sunday in 
Mexico at the building site.  The first time we did this, 
it initially felt a bit strange walking up to receive the 
sacrament while wearing a tool belt and dirty clothes 
during a break from applying drywall mud.  But on 
reflection, it was how someone serving the Lord in 
this situation should be dressed.  It was right to receive 
Christ and to remember what He has done for us.  Not 
inappropriate after all!
Faith growth can involve observing Christ’s work in 
other people’s lives.  So, a part of my faith journey, 
and the faith journeys of others in these groups, has 
involved traveling to Mexico.  Gathering in Christ’s 
name, seeing His work there and worshipping Him 
on these trips over the years has helped strengthen 
participants’ faith, and we now look forward to future 
trips with anticipation.
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Red Hill Lutheran Women
Following our Mission through Changing Times

By Anita Hollis
Six years ago, as 
part of a larger study 
of Red Hill’s history, 
seven boxes of stored 
f i les  conta in ing 
clippings and photos 
of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church Women were 
retrieved from the 
church basement, 

sorted, organized and computerized.  An analysis 
of the results told a story –of the many wonderful 
ways our women have served through the years - a 
vital contribution to the growth of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church.
In 1959 the Red Hill Lutheran Women joined 
together under the ALC with the theme “My Life 
as a Stewardship,”  forming five circles with a four-
prong base:  Bible Study, Service, Stewardship, and 
Fellowship, a foundation adhered to these 61 years 
while adapting and growing midst our changing times, 
never veering from the original goals.
Bible Study:  Circles meet the first Tuesday of the 
month, morning and evening, (a mid-day circle for 
young mothers was added in 1972) all sharing the same 
biblical books and topical devotions.  The departure 
from the warm hospitality of gathering in homes to 
presently meeting in church accommodations was due 
partly to societal changes, but more from growth.  One 
circle now has 20+ members!  We’ve also incorporated 
two independent Bible studies. 
Service:  An essential contribution to a new developing 
church!  Our women hosted receptions for weddings, 
funerals, celebrations, monthly potlucks (remember 
lime Jello?), cleaned the kitchen, maintained the coffee 
cart (yes, every Sunday morning), created layettes, 
wrote cards to shut-ins, made home visitations, and 
participated in many other church and community 
activities.  However, the rapid progression of women 
from the home to the work force in the 70’s and 80’s 
slowly changed our emphasis to:
Financial Stewardship.  Our budget in 1967 was $735, 
(1/3 to stewardship).  This shift eventually peaked to 
annual contributions in the thousands, derived from 

direct offerings and program activities, and endowed 
among missions, community outreach, as well as our 
church budget!
Fellowship: In the 1970’s, in addition to our circle 
meetings, our monthly and special events evolved 
from only speakers to more personal involvement with 
skits, game shows, musical productions, banquets, 
retreats, and Aebleskiver breakfasts.  We also added a 
weekly quilting group and monthly book club - women 
sharing together in large and small groups, supporting 
each other.  Yes, the world we live in has changed in 
many challenging ways, but our Red Hill Lutheran 
Women still adhere to the founding theme, “My Life 
as a Stewardship.”
The women’s enthusiasm and talents were always 
showcased for Christmas in programs and projects.  
That tradition continues to this day, even in the midst 
of the pandemic.  We are sponsoring a Christmas 
Fundraiser for homeless families temporarily staying 
at the Home Aid OC Family CareCenter in Orange, 
a partner of Mercy House.  For something different, 
we decided to collect donations for the parents, who 
are often overlooked at Christmas time.   We will be 
collecting personal toiletry and hygiene items, gloves, 
scarves, and hats for adults, and gift cards.  More 
information is provided in the church bulletin.  
Looking ahead to the future, in January, the women 
will be starting a new Bible Study of Proverbs followed 
by Ecclesiastes.   We look forward to seeing all our 
old friends, renewing friendships, and welcoming new 
friends.  
The Journey continues through the Grace of God. 
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In Memoriam

As the year 2020 nears its end, we remember the following saints, our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, who went to be with Jesus in the last year.

   Norman Parsons                         Pat Kramer                             Jean Kline                  

Eleanor Lundin    Derrick Anderson                       John Buntrock    

 John Olsson                            Charles Brown   
                          
                      Evelyn Partridge

Lynn Tettemore            Lois Landouw                                 Max Landouw

           Carol Gravesen                      Sandra Jurkowski                        

                               Linda Chamberlain 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.”    John 5:24
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Our Lenten Journey
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 As 
Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on 
him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.’  12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13 and he was in the desert forty days, 
being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.” (Mark 1.9-13)

On February 17th, 2021, Ash Wednesday, we begin 
the holy season of Lent.  The word Lent comes from 
the Middle English word, “Lente,” meaning “spring 
time” and is a forty-day period of spiritual reflection 
on the life of discipleship.  The forty days of Lent 
mirror Jesus’ forty days of fasting and prayer in 
the wilderness prior to the beginning of His public 
ministry.  As the above text from the Gospel of Mark 
describes, after Jesus’ Baptism, 
Jesus is sent by the Holy Spirit into 
the desert where He does battle 
with Satan.  Coming out from the 
wilderness, Jesus would resolutely 
set His face toward Jerusalem and 
the cross.  His mission and vocation 
were clear:  obedience to the Father 
through dying and rising for a fallen 
humanity.   Lent allows us time to 
absorb the meaning of Jesus’ journey 
from the desert to the cross to the 
victory of Easter.  

During Lent, certain words are used 
that reflect the death and resurrection 
of Jesus, and how Jesus’ life and 
death challenges and transforms 
our lives.  Words such as “repentance,” “rending,” 
“renewal,” “fasting,”  “weeping” and “mourning” are 
Lenten words.  As such, they are not particularly upbeat 
or even pleasant words, yet they are dramatic reminders 
of our tendency to sever ourselves from God and His 
ways and will.  Christian author and former Anglican 
Priest, Alan Jones writes, 

Lent is a time “for honesty, a realistic assessment 
of the human heart” (as the late Dean of 
Westminster Michael Mayne described it).  
We are invited to enter into the compelling 
story spelled out in these days, spelled out in 
a shared meal, and in God’s self-giving love, 
which “contains and unites our lesser stories, 
and has the power to pull them together and 

make sense of them.”  Lent is a time for us to 
aim at a certain end - the love of God -- and 
recover that space where there is no clutching 
and fussing but the grace on which the peace 
and felicity of the world is built…1

Again, Ash Wednesday is the beginning of this sacred 
season.  Ash Wednesday is a Christian holiday (holy 
day) observed by the Christian Church for centuries.  

The name, Ash Wednesday, comes 
from the ancient practice of placing 
ashes on the forehead in the shape 
of a cross.  The ashes symbolize a 
dual encounter.  First, we confront 
our own mortality; we are “dust,” 
we are creatures and not the 
creator (Genesis 3.19)!  Second, 
we confront and confess our sins; 
the attitudes and actions that keep 
us alienated from God and the 
life we are meant to live for God.  
The ashen cross on our foreheads 
reminds us that it took the cross of 
Jesus to reconcile us to the Father.  
And, because the grave could not 
hold Him, death has been defeated 

and new life is given to us through divine mercy.  Pastor 
and commentator, Mark Roberts, adds that:

In the earliest centuries, Christians who had 
been stuck in persistent sin had ashes sprinkled 
on their bodies as a sign of repentance…
Around the tenth century, all believers began 
to signify their need for repentance by having 
ashes placed on their foreheads in the shape of 
a cross.  Notice: even this sign of sinfulness 
hinted at the good news yet to come through 
its shape.2

In the early years of the church, Lent was an intensive, 

1  Taken from an article by Alan Jones.  
2  See, http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/
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forty-day period of instruction to reflect on, and 
prepare for, Baptism and the lifestyle of following 
Jesus as Lord and Savior.  The Baptismal candidate, 
or catechumen, was to prayerfully consider what it 
meant to be Baptized into the church of Jesus Christ, 
to understand that Jesus lived, died, and rose again to 
forgive sins, reconcile us with the Father, and initiate 
a life in communion with God.  

For the past few years now, we have offered a brief, 
“Lenten Q&A” as a way to describe the significance 
of the Lenten season:
  
What is the Lenten season, and why is it set apart?
It is a period of six weeks preceding the anniversary of 
the Savior’s death, and is set apart as a special season 
of fasting, penitence, and prayer.

Why is it called Lent?
Because it always comes in the spring of the year, and 
the old Saxon word lente means “spring.”

With what remarkable event in Jesus’ life does the 
Lenten season correspond?
The forty days which He spent fasting in the wilderness.

Why is the first day of Lent called Ash Wednesday?
It is called so from the custom that prevailed in the early 
church of sprinkling ashes on the heads of penitents 
the first day of Lent in token of humiliation and sorrow 
for sin.

Are there any examples of this custom mentioned in 
the Bible?
Yes, the example of Daniel and of David and the 
people of Nineveh, to which our Lord himself refers 
in Matthew 11:21.

If Lent is only of forty days’ duration, why does it 
begin forty-six days before Easter?
There are six Sundays in Lent, and as all Sundays are 
feast days in honor of the Resurrection, they are taken 
out.  To make up for these, six days are added to the 
beginning of the season.

How should the Lenten season be observed by 
Christians?
As a special season for drawing near to God by acts 
of penitence, charity, and spiritual devotion, and by 

fasting and abstinence from all things that tend to draw 
the heart from God.

Why does the church require us to observe the Lenten 
fast?
Because repentance and acts of devotion to God, are 
essential to growth in faith.  And because these duties 
are apt to be neglected and forgotten unless some 
special time is set apart for their observance.

What objection do people sometimes raise against the 
observance of Lent/Lenten fasting?
Some say that it is a useless and superstitious custom, 
and that Christ nowhere commanded his disciples to 
fast.  Additionally, nowhere in the Bible are we directed 
to place ashes on our forehead and/or observe Lent.  

How do we answer this objection?
While not a Biblically commanded observance 
(nor is Christmas Eve or Thanksgiving Day), the 
focus of this season is entirely Biblical (Repentance 
and discipleship).  And, as mentioned above, the 
observance of Lent has been practiced by the church 
for over 10 centuries as preparation for Baptism and 
the celebration of Easter, as was the sprinkling of 
ashes as a sign of repentance, similar to the Prophet 
Job (Job 42:6).

Fasting was a common practice among God’s chosen 
people (Exod. 34:28; 2 Sam. 12:16;1 Kings 19:8; Ps. 
35:13; Joel 1:14; Jon. 3:5).  Jesus fasted and so did his 
disciples.  He did not command his followers to fast; 
he assumed that they would and gave directions on 
how to fast (Matt. 6:17). 

As with every season in the church, Lent is an annual 
reminder of a daily truth:  Jesus came to live the life we 
cannot live and die the death we deserve.  Because of 
what Jesus has accomplished for us, we are forgiven, 
justified, and reconciled with our Heavenly Father and 
given the Holy Spirit, transforming and renewing our 
hearts daily.  The journey of Lent provides us the time 
to remember these truths, repent from lesser truths 
that guide our lives, and to follow Jesus as He leads 
us through this life and beyond.  

May the Holy Spirit deepen your faith, hope, and love 
during the coming Lenten season.  
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As 2020 comes to a close...
We prayerfully look forward to the New Year and the opportunities 

that God will bring for Gospel mission and ministry in this 
community and throughout the world! 

 www.redhillchurch.org.


