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As we enter into the season of spring, we celebrate longer days, sunnier skies, and a renewed sense of life!

Through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, He achieved for us what we could not do for ourselves: deliver 
us from the grip of sin and fear!

As you read though this edition of The Vine, spend some time thinking about, reaching for, and rejoicing in 
the renewed life that is yours in Christ Jesus. 

Are you living out the gift of being a new creation in Christ, and putting aside the burdens of past guilt and 
worries?   

This year’s theme for Red Hill Lutheran Church and School Reach. Renew. Rejoice encourages us to do just 
that; set aside our worries and rejoice in the new life of Jesus, who lived and died for us so that we might 
have eternal life!

REACH…RENEW…REJOICE
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will

of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

As your pastor, my ongoing prayer for you is that the power and promises of God’s Word and the Easter 
hope of new life is your promise from God. Claim it today!

In Christ’s love,

Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5



redhillchurch.org Page 3

Table of Contents Church & School Staff
Rev. Dr. Seth Britton, Senior Pastor
sbritton@redhillchurch.org
Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal
pmarquardt@redhillschool.org
Lori Browne, Director of Admissions
lbrowne@redhillschool.org
Cyndi Tully, Church & School Administrator
ctully@redhillchurch.org
Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant to Senior Pastor
dkunz@redhillchurch.org
Marty Schaefer, Director of Arts and Worship 
mschaefer@redhillchurch.org
Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship
icoughran@redhillchurch.org
Annie Caamano, Preschool Director
acaamano@redhillschool.org
Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth & Family Ministry
shaynes@redhillchurch.org
Beth Stoffregren, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
beths@redhillchurch.org
Phil Gaylor, Middle School Coordinator
pgaylor@redhillchurch.org
Carmen Gogosha, Preschool & Nursery Coordinator
cgogosha@redhillchurch.org

Angie Calderon, Director of Biblical Community
acalderon@redhillchurch.org
Jason Harney, Director of Music/Principal Conductor
jharney@redhillchurch.org
Dr. Linda Brown, Organist/
Jubilee Bells, Hand Bell Choir/ Childrens Choir Director
lindabrown@redhillchurch.org
General Inquiries
info@redhillchurch.org

The Vine Editor
Donna Kunz

Creative Director
Marty Schaefer
Graphic Artist

Isaiah Coughran
Cover Photo

Manny Olmedo
Contributing Photographers

Manny Olmedo; Jamie Elser; Donna Kunz

Page 4
A New Day – A New Life!

Page 9
Upcoming Sermon Series

Page 13
The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Page 17
The Importance of Building Community

Page 20
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Page 23
Musical Opportunities and Challenges

Page 24
What Influences Your Faith?

Page 26
Red Hill’s Women’s Ministry

Page 32
Preparing for the Unexpected

Page 36
Handing Over the Reins – A True Love Story

Page 41
Conversations With Astronauts

Page 46
Pentecost – The Power of The Holy Spirit

Page 49
Challenge Vs. Opportunity



The VinePage 4

A New Day—A New Life!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Springtime is the season of new life!  Flowers bloom, 
the days grow warmer, and the nights grow shorter!  
Winter’s chill and darkness give way to spring’s life 
and light.  

What is true of nature’s seasons is also true of our church 
seasons.  The solemn season of Lent, typically begun 

in mid-winter, calls us to reflect upon the darkness, 
sinfulness and brokenness of our human condition, as 
well as the cost God Himself paid to save us from this 
hopelessness.  The Lenten season culminates with Holy 
Week, typically near the beginning of spring, which is 
the final week of Jesus’ earthly life.  Also referred to 
as the Passion Week, these holy days reveal the depths 
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

of God’s passion for you and me—this whole world!  
The winter of death will be overcome by the new life 
of spring!   

Just consider the words we use to describe these holy 
days.  Let’s start with “Palm Sunday.”  Of course, Palm 
Sunday is the day that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem to the 
shouts of “hosanna” (“Save us now!”) and the waving 
of palm branches (See John 12.12-15).  Palm branches 
were often used in public celebrations to welcome 
a conquering hero because they were abundant in 
surrounding trees.  The palm branches would be cut 
or pulled down and then waved back and forth as one 
would wave a flag or banner.  (In our day, think of 
a 4th of July parade and waving the America flag as 
military veterans pass by).  For many, Jesus was a 
conquering hero—at least they thought He was going 
to conquer, to do battle with the occupying, Roman 
government as they expected God’s Messiah to do!  
And, in part, the crowds were right; this procession by 
Jesus is fulfilling prophecy and making a claim:  the 
long promised Messiah is here!  The Lutheran Study 
Bible describes it this way:

Palm Sunday is a high point, as a crowd at the 
Jewish capital openly acclaims Jesus as Messiah.  It 
is also a turning point, however, since it galvanizes 
His opponents.  Like the crowds in Jerusalem, we 
are prone to fickleness—today all for the Lord, 
tomorrow turning from Him.  Though we often 
prove faithless, Jesus remains constant.  His love 
and forgiveness never falter.1 

However, those who thought Jesus was going to 
fight the Romans and go to war were to become 
disillusioned and angry as Jesus literally surrendered 
to the authorities.  The joy and excitement of Palm 
Sunday gave way to the confusion and fear of Maundy 
Thursday.  It was on this day, Maundy Thursday, that 
Jesus instituted the sacrament of Holy Communion 
and issued a “new command” (Maundy—from the 
Latin “Mandatum” meaning, “Mandate”) that his 
disciples love one another as He has loved us.  In order 
to demonstrate this love, Jesus washes the disciples’ 
feet, a job for the lowest of slaves.  Jesus leaves the 
upper room, walks to the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
prays for God to get Him through the suffering.  Jesus 
is arrested, faces trial, and is savagely beaten.  Jesus’ 
disciples flee in fear and deny that they even know 

1 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  

him (John 13.1-5). 
The dawn of “Good Friday” brings more beatings and 
Jesus’ eventual death by crucifixion.  On this day, the 
eternal, omnipotent, omniscient God willingly came to 
die in our place; to take our sin and its consequence, 
death, into His divine life.  God is holy, just and good, 
God cannot allow sin in His presence.  Sin must be 
punished.  And, God loves us, and wants to be WITH 
US!  On the cross, God justly deals with sin and death, 
as well as our broken relationship with Him.  Christian 
theology has referred to this action of God on the cross 
as propitiation.  

Propitiation is a big word that means satisfaction.  
Because God is a holy God, His anger and justice 
burns against sin.  And He has sworn that sin will 
be punished.  There must be a satisfactory payment 
for sin.  But God said, “If I punish man for his sin, 
man will die and go to hell.  On the other hand, 
if I don’t punish man for his sin, My justice will 
never be satisfied.”  The solution?  God said that 
He would become our substitute.  He would take 
the sin of mankind upon Himself in agony and 
blood—a righteous judgment and substitute for 
sin.  His wrath burned out on the cross when His 
only Son died as man’s propitiation for sin.  And 
this is love (see 1 John 4:10).2

This is love indeed!  Jesus was willing to go through 
whatever it would take to restore our relationship with 
the Father.  The scourging and the crucifixion that He 
will face prove this truth (Matthew 27.32-44).
As Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross, His few 
followers who stayed wrapped His body in burial cloths 
and placed it in a borrowed tomb.  A few of the women 
who followed Jesus (including His mother Mary) 
and the “beloved” disciple John, likely left the tomb 
bewildered and confused.  What about all that Jesus 
said?  Did Jesus tell the truth?  Is evil more powerful 
than good, death more powerful than life?  I’m sure 
that these questions, or others like them, were swirling 
in their heads.  Perhaps they began the countdown to 
Sunday, the first day of the week in the ancient world, 
to the time when they would be allowed to visit the 
grave and anoint Jesus’ body one final time.  I also 
imagine that after two sleepless nights, the women 
left their homes as soon as they could—at sunrise on 
Sunday.  They would make one final walk to the tomb 
2  Adrian Rogers, “Complete Payment for Sin” (Love Worth Finding Minis-
tries).
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to say farewell to the man who changed their lives 
(Matthew 27.57-61).
As the women approach the tomb something is wrong.  
Mark describes it this way:

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 
so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very 
early on the first day of the week, when the sun had 
risen, they went to the tomb.3 And they were saying 
to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for 
us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking 
up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it 
was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw 
a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a 
white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said 
to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not 
here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before 
you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 
told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized 
them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they 
were afraid. (Mark 16.1-7)

I love the angel’s simple words:  “He has risen.  He is 
not here.”  He is alive!  Can you imagine the sheer joy?  
Jesus is alive!  Death is NOT the last word!  He is not 
here!  The tomb is empty!  Because of Easter, death has 
been defeated, our sins forgiven, and reconciliation to 
God accomplished.  God in Christ has given us a new 
day and new life; a chance to start over and enjoy a 
new relationship with him.  Because of Easter, all that 
Jesus said and did was confirmed!  Jesus is the way, 
the truth and the life!  

Too good to be true?  Many have claimed that Eater 
is just not possible.  Skeptics suggested that perhaps 
what the disciples had was a “resurrection” of their 
confidence in the teachings of Jesus.  Maybe Jesus 
didn’t really die on the cross but only “swooned?”  
Maybe the disciples stole his body and spread the hoax 
of a resurrection?  However, if you look at all of the 
evidence and take into account the sheer power of the 
Christian movement, it takes more faith to believe the 
resurrection didn’t happen!  
While there have always been doubts, questions, and 
sheer refusal to believe the resurrection of Jesus, the 
Bible is remarkably consistent and reliable when it 

comes to Jesus’ victory over the grave.  Christian 
apologist Hank Hanegraaff notes:

Of the many evidences available, none is more 
compelling than the fact that the resurrected Christ 
appeared to over five hundred individuals at a 
single time (1 Corinthians 15:6).  Christ appeared 
to numerous other individuals as well, providing 
“many convincing proofs” of His resurrection 
(Acts 1:3).  Christ in His resurrection body 
was even touched on two occasions (Matthew 
28:9; John 20:17), and challenged the disciples 
(Luke 24:39) and Thomas (John 20:27) to feel 
His wounds.  For those who continue to harbor 
doubts about the veracity of the biblical evidence, 
one need only point to Dr. Simon Greenleaf, the 
greatest authority on legal evidences in the 19th 
century.  It is noteworthy that after examining 
the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
Greenleaf suggested that any cross-examination of 
the eyewitness testimonies recorded in Scripture 
would result in “an undoubting conviction of their 
integrity, ability, and truth.3

Additionally, theologian and author Dr. Michael 
Horton, notes two, key points about the historicity of 
Easter:

The earliest Christians testified to the following 
elements of the resurrection claim, even to the 
point of martyrdom…

1. Jesus Christ lived, died, and was buried…
Marcus Borg, co-founder of the skeptical “Jesus 
Seminar,” even concedes that Christ’s death 
by Roman crucifixion is “the most certain fact 
about the historical Jesus.”  There are numerous 
attestations to these facts from ancient Jewish and 
Roman sources.  According to the Babylonian 
Talmud, “Yeshua” was a false prophet hanged on 
Passover eve for sorcery and blasphemy.  No less 
a towering Jewish scholar than Joseph Klausner 
identifies the following references to Jesus in the 
Talmud:  Jesus was a rabbi whose mother, Mary 
(Miriam), was married to a carpenter who was 
nevertheless not the natural father of Jesus.  Jesus 
went with his family to Egypt, returned to Judea 
and made disciples, performed miraculous signs 
by sorcery, led Israel astray, and was deserted at 

3  Hank Hanegraaff.  “Jesus’ Resurrection: Miracle or Myth?” See, www.equip.
org.
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his trial without any defenders.  On Passover eve, 
he was crucified.

The burial of Jesus in the tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathea is mentioned in all four Gospels (Mt 
27:57; Mk 15:43; Lk 23:50; Jn 19:38-39). This is a 
specific detail that lends credibility to the account.  
Furthermore, it’s an embarrassing detail that the 
disciples would not likely have forged.  After all, 
according to the Gospels, the disciples fled and 
Peter had even denied knowing Jesus.  Yet here 
is a wealthy and powerful member of the ruling 
Jewish Council (Sanhedrin), coming to Pilate to 
ask for permission to bury Jesus in his own tomb.  
Adding to the embarrassment, according to John 
19:38-42, Joseph was assisted in the burial by 
another leader of the Pharisees, Nicodemus (who 
met with Jesus secretly in John 3).  Joseph was 
of such a stature that Pilate conceded to deliver 
the body over to him, but only after confirming 
with the centurion that Jesus was in fact dead (Mk 
15:44-45).

2. Jesus Christ’s tomb was empty after three days.
Not even this claim should be controversial today, 
since it was acknowledged by Romans and Jews 
as well as by the first Christians.  Of course, there 
were widely divergent explanations, but there was 
a remarkable consensus on this point.  The Jewish 
leaders claimed that the body was stolen by the 
disciples.  This is asserted in Matthew 28:11-15)…
unable to locate Jesus, dead or alive…the very fact 
that they sought alternative explanations for the 
resurrection demonstrates that the empty tomb was 
a historical fact.4

Of course, there are other evidences of the resurrection 
that I have not mentioned here.  Again, as one of 
my professors said to me, “When you look at all the 
evidence of Easter, it takes more faith not to believe 
than to believe!”  Easter is our hope.  Easter is God’s 
promise.  Again, I cite Hank Hanegraaff who makes 
the point so well:

The importance of this event cannot be 
minimized, for Jesus Himself proclaimed that 
His resurrection would prove His power over 
death, and thus His deity (John 2:18-22).  Not 
only that, but Christ’s resurrection is the very 
heart of the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

4   See Michael Horton, “Risen Indeed!”  www.whitehorseinn.org 

Yes!  Jesus is alive!  A new day, a new life has begun!  
The early church understood Jesus’ resurrection as the 
central witness to a new act of God in history and the 
victory of God in vindicating Jesus as the Messiah.  
The resurrection marks the central faith confession of 
the early church and was the focal point for Christian 
worship, observed on the first day of each week since 
the first century (See Acts 20:7; Sunday was officially 
proclaimed the day of Christian worship in AD 321).  
Personally, because of Good Friday and Easter, our 
lives and deaths are taken up into His.  The very same 
power that raised Jesus is available for us in the present 
moment.  Because of Easter, everything is different!    
Fifty days after Easter, on the Day of Pentecost, the 
church would be sent out into the world, empowered 
by the promised Holy Spirit, to proclaim this message 
of hope found in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  As Saint Paul writes:

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from 
the dead, how can some of you say that there 
is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there 
is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and 
your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to 
be misrepresenting God, because we testified 
about God that he raised Christ, whom he 
did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised.16 For if the dead are not raised, not even 
Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins.18 Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in 
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are 
of all people most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 
15:12-19)

Where there was futility, now there is hope.  Where 
there was darkness, now there is light.  Where there 
was death, now there is life.   The spring of God’s 
new day has come!   
May you and your families have a happy and blessed 
springtime!  
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Lenten Sermon Series
“This is Us”

A popular television program entitled, “This is Us,” 
follows a family through multiple decades of their 
lives, chronicling the ups and downs of family life.  
In a description of the program, the creators write, 
“Everyone has a family.  And every family has a 
story…the connections we share with each other can 
transcend time, distance and even death.”  This is true 
of the church as well!  In fact, in Scripture, one of 
the metaphors of the church is the family of God.  As 
a church family, we share connections, stories, and 
traditions that are multi-generational and eternal!  In 
his letter to the church in Ephesus, Saint Paul reminds 
the church that…

 …you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
In him  you also are being built together into a dwelling 
place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22)

As we continue through the season of Lent, the sermon 
and Compass series entitled, “This is Us,”  examines 
the nature of the Christian Church and why we do 
what we do as brothers and sisters in Christ.  We will 
examine what the Bible says about the practices that 
constitute the Christian assembly and define its life, 
theology, and mission.  

Among the questions explored in this series will be:  
Why do we Worship on Sunday?  Why do we have a 
“confession of sins” in our service?  What is “Liturgy?”  
Why do we celebrate Communion every week but 
Baptize only once?  Join us this Lenten season as we 
explore:

March 15th: “Worship: What and Why?”
March 22nd: “Baptism”
March 29th: “Holy Communion”
April 5th Palm Sunday: “Following”

The Three Days (Triduum) 
April 9th Maundy Thursday: “A New Commandment”  
April 10th Good Friday: “God’s Friday”    
April 12h Easter Sunday: “The Great Defeat”               

In the early days of the church, the Lenten season was 
a time of concentrated study and prayer in preparation 
for Baptism at the Easter Vigil (Saturday evening, the 
day before Easter).  Baptism itself is the public ritual 
of joining one’s life to Jesus’ death on the cross and his 
resurrection from death, as well as joining the family of 
God, the church.  While this ancient understanding of 
Lent is still true for the church today, the Lenten season 
also offers the opportunity for believers to focus on 
repentance, renewal, and spiritual maturity—growing 
as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  Consequently, this series 
will examine why and how the ministries of the church 
are necessary and vital to the disciple-making task.  
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Upcoming Sermon Series
“Second Chances”

(April-May)
One of the profound truths of the Bible is that the 
people whom God chose, guided, and used, were very 
ordinary and often very flawed human beings!  While 
the pinnacle of God’s creation, because of the fall of 
humankind (Genesis 3), people are not perfect nor 
without struggles.  We make mistakes, we mess up, 
and we hurt others and ourselves.  Others hurt us, and 
we sometimes feel that we are unlovable, broken and 
worthless—even beyond hope.  However, this is NOT 
the message of the Gospel!  Rather, in the midst of the 
very brokenness of this world, Jesus comes to give us 
new life, hope, and a future—a second chance!   

This series will examine seven stories in the ministry 
of Jesus, where Jesus encountered people who were 
seemingly “hopeless,” having virtually no chance 
in their first-century world.  However, after their 
encounter with Jesus, each person walked away with a 
transformed life, a renewed faith, and a new beginning.   
The same can be true for us as well!  Here is a brief 
outline of the series:  

April 19th: “Soul Thirst”   
April 26th: “Spiritual Healing” 
May 3rd: “Letting Go”  
May 10th: “Three Moms” 
May 17th: “Who’s In, Who’s Out?”  
May 24th: “Over Your Head” 
May 31st: “Promises Fulfilled” 

The message of the Gospel is that no matter where 
we are or what we’ve done, God sees beyond our 
imperfections, loves us, forgives us, and offers us a 
new life—a second chance!  Here is a brief outline of 
the series:  

“The 7: The Gospel of John”
(June-August)

The Gospel of John is unique among the four Gospels 
recorded in our New Testament.  While the first three 
“Synoptic Gospels” tell the story of Jesus in similar 
ways (hence the word ‘Synoptic,” which means “to 
be seen together), John’s Gospel contains over 90% 
of material not found in the other three Gospels.  For 
example:

In John, there is no Messianic secret, no driving 
out of demons, no parables.  Many of the stories 
that are in all of the other three are missing 
from John.  Rather than short pithy statements, 
the teaching comes in long discourses…John 
uses lots of poetic language, metaphor, and 
symbolism to emphasize his theological points, 
weaving theology and history together.1  

Since the second century, church tradition cites John, 
one of Jesus’ apostles and the son of Zebedee, as the 
author of this Gospel.  The composition of the Gospel 
of John is generally thought to be the latest of the four 
Gospels, written around the late 80’s or early 90’s A.D. 
in Ephesus.   John’s purpose for writing his Gospel is 
recoded at the end of John’s account:

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book; 31 but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.” (John 20.30-31)   

Another unique feature of John is the literary style of 
his Gospel.  John structures his Gospel around seven 
“signs” (miracles) of Jesus, as well as seven “I Am” 
statements that describes who Jesus is and what He has 
come to do.   Finally, and again, distinctly:

1 Core Christianity: The Gospel of John (Escondido: Core Christianity, 2019).
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…rather than placing the emphasis on the 
Kingdom of God, John puts his emphasis on the 
person of Jesus.  Beginning with a theological 
discussion of the Incarnation, John testifies 
that though Jesus was 100% divine, He was 
also a real person, in the flesh, who actually 
lived in human history.  He came not only as 
the Messiah of the Jews, but the Savior of the 
world.  In the Synoptics, salvation is primarily 
described as entrance into the kingdom, but in 
John it is described as knowing God and eternal 
life with Him through Jesus.2 

June 7th: “Moving into the Neighborhood.” John 1.1-
1-5, 14-18

June 14th: “Water into Wine.”  John 2.1-12
June 21st: “Cleansing the Temple.”  John 2.12-17  
June 28th: “Healing the Nobleman’s Son.” John 4.46-

54
July 5th: “Healing the Lame Man.” John 5.1-15
July 12th: “Feeding the Multitude.” John 6.1-15
July 19th: “Bread of Life.” John 6.22-27, 32-37
July 26th: “Light of the World.” John 8.12-20, 28-29 
2  Ibid.

August 2nd: “Healing the Blind Man.” John 9.1-7, 
24-25

August 9th: “Door to the Sheep.” “ “The Good 
Shepherd”   John 10.1-7, 11-16 

August 16th: “Razing of Lazarus” The Resurrection 
and the Life.”  John 11.1-6, 11-14, 17-27 

August 23rd: “The Way, Truth, and Life.” John 14.1-7 
August 30th: “The Vine.” John 15.1-8

Through this series we will explore the nature and 
content of the Gospel of John, following John’s 
narrative structure of the seven signs and the seven “I 
Am” statements of Jesus.  Our purpose and goal for 
this study of John’s Gospel will echo John himself: “…
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.” (John 20.31)   
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Church Membership:  Connecting, Growing, Leading!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“Why do I need to join a church?  If I attend, isn’t that 
enough?”  As a Pastor, I have been asked that question 
numerous times.  Of course, attending is great!  We 
love attenders!  You have heard me say many times, 
everyone is welcome wherever they may be in their 
faith.  If someone is not ready to join the church as a 
member, that’s OK.  Our hope and prayer is that God 
brings people to Red Hill so that they can learn, love, 
laugh, and serve.  And, at some point, it is healthy 
and necessary to prayerfully consider the next step:  
membership.

Why do we encourage church membership?  Is the 
word “membership” even in the Bible?  Not in the 
way we normally define the word.  The early church 
consisted of groups of believers committed to Jesus 
and one another even to the point of death!  This is 
the Biblical understanding of “membership.”  Pastor 
and author Ed Stetzer, commenting on the resistance 
of some Christians to church membership, writes: 

In the New Testament, people in churches 
are recognized as being in some sort of 
community.  It’s just that the reality is how 
community is expressed in Scripture has fallen 
on hard times over the last couple of thousand 
years.  Membership is often misunderstood, 
misapplied or not applied at all.1

Why do we encourage church membership at Red Hill?  
Church membership properly understood reflects a 
commitment beyond ourselves.  Church membership 
is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” 
or now “I am due religious goods and services,” 
rather, membership reflects the scriptural expression 
of covenant; a personal commitment to a particular 
community in order to grow in faith and serve our Lord 
and His people.  Additionally, we believe in church 
membership because:

Membership Reflects What the Church Is
One of the primary metaphors of the church in 
Scripture is the human “body.”  Just as a body cannot 
afford one of its “members” saying, “I don’t need 
this body,” neither can Jesus’ “body.”  Again, quoting 

1  See www.edstetzer.com 

Stetzer, he believes that “too many churches or 
Christian gatherings look like piles of dismembered 
body parts, not a body knit together as God’s agent, his 
body, his kingdom, at work in the world.  To reject the 
value of membership is to deny what God has already 
established in fact.”

Membership is Biblical
The Scriptures speak a great deal about our need 
for spiritual authority (See Hebrews 13:7, 13:17, 
1 Thessalonians 5:10-12).  Unlike our culture that 
questions any type of authority, and views such 
authority as limiting our “freedom,” the New Testament 
sees true, Biblical authority as a primary means for our 
freedom.  The letters of Paul particularly, considered a 
believer’s incorporation into a local church community 
as indispensable to spiritual maturing and discipleship.  
In fact, removing a person from “membership” in 
a local church family was Paul’s ultimate means of 
church discipline.

God has created us in such a way that we need the 
guidance and stability that only a larger community 
and the spiritual authority of leadership within a 
local church can provide.  This leads us to a third 
consideration:

Membership Serves as an Anchor of Stability
Being part of a church family and community will help 
you to remain faithful when bad times, fatigue, and 
disappointments come your way.  I will never forget 
what Rick Warren at Saddleback Church said during a 
conference I attended.  He said that someone once told 
him that they didn’t need a local church; that he was a 
member of the “spiritual, invisible church.”  Rick said, 
“Well, when you are sick, dying, or in need, then the 
spiritual and invisible church can come and meet your 
needs and visit you!”  Honest and true!  The issue of 
stability; not jumping from one church to another, is a 
critical discipleship issue.
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Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran Church: 
“New Member Class: 101”

If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is:  God wants you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
join us for the next “New Member Class: 101.”  Class 
101 is a 2 1/2-hour class offered twice per year, which 
examines the core teachings of the Bible, the Christian 
faith, the Lutheran understanding of the faith, and 
what it means to be a member of this particular body 
of believers.  

The next New Member Class: 101” will be on Sunday, 
April 19th, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Christian 
Life Center (CLC).  Registration for the class can 
be made on Sundays by marking your Worship 

Response Card or by calling/emailing Donna Kunz, 
at 714-544-3131 ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.org.  
Registration closes Wednesday, April 15th. 

As this class is in many ways an “adult Confirmation 
class,” even if you are a member of Red Hill and would 
like to learn more about our faith, and/or spend some 
time reviewing our core beliefs, you are welcome to 
attend!       

One of the goals of the 101 class is to enable those 
new to the church to meet others and begin the life of 
discipleship and personal connecting here at Red Hill.  
You do not have to join the church after this class but, 
on the other hand, we would love to have you at the 
same time!!!

Mark your calendars now and plan to join us!  We 
are looking forward to seeing you!  
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Matthew 26.26-29 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when 
he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

What is the Sacrament of the Altar?

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by 
Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to 
drink.1

As we read through the pages of the New Testament, 
we will discover that Jesus never asked His disciples to 
remember His birth.  However, Jesus did instruct them to 
remember His death and resurrection.  In fact, He gave 
the church two visible means of grace that recall Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection, as well as delivering His 
promises of forgiveness, salvation and new life.  These 
two means of grace are: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  
These means of grace are also called Sacraments.  
A Sacrament is derived from the Greek μυστήριον 
(musterion), meaning “mystery” or “something 
sacred.”  In Latin, μυστήριον is translated sacramentum 
defined as:  

Iinstituted by God; through which God Himself 
has joined His Word of promise to the visible 
element; and by which He offers, gives and 
seals the forgiveness of sin earned by Christ.2

In the Sacrament of Holy Communion, Jesus offers 
to His Church His very body and blood. Other names 
of this Sacrament likewise reflect the nature of this 
holy meal.  The Lord’s Supper is a meal for the 
forgiveness of sins instituted by Jesus; The Sacrament 
of the Altar locates where the sacrament is celebrated 
from; The Eucharist transliterates the Greek word 
for “thanksgiving,” originating from Jesus’ giving 
thanks over the bread and wine; The Table of the Lord 
echoes Jesus’ table fellowship with those who were 
marginalized and outcast in His culture.  Today, as 
then, Jesus “sits down” to eat with us demonstrating 

1  Martin Luther. Luther’s Small Catechism (Saint Louis: Concordia Publish-
ing House, 2005).  
2  Ibid. 

His love and acceptance of us!  A Foretaste of the 
Feast to Come: reminds us that Jesus’ promise of life 
and salvation will be fulfilled in heaven where we will 
live forever in God’s presence.

Every celebration of Holy Communion is a 
remembrance of Jesus death and resurrection for us 
and is a proclamation of that salvific death for the 
world.  In the communion meal, we remember Jesus 
in the past (what He said and did for us—once for all); 
Jesus in the present (He is with us, as intimate with us 
as food is to the body); and Jesus of the future (when 
He will come again in promised glory to bring in the 
new heaven and new earth).  Jesus not only died for us, 
but He arose again and ascended to heaven; and one 
day He shall return to take us to heaven.  This is the 
blessed hope of the church and the individual Christian.  
Today, we are not all that we should be; but when we 
see Him, “we shall be like Him” (1 John 3:2). 

Old Testament Origins
Scripture tells us that on the night Jesus was betrayed, 
He gathered His disciples together to celebrate the 
Passover feast.  Passover commemorated the event of 
God’s delivering His people from bondage in Egypt 
(the Exodus), freeing them to return to the promised 
land.  As Kenneth Wieting notes about the Passover, 
“Fundamental actions in this rescue included killing 
the lamb (the blood being used to mark the houses) 
and eating the lamb.”  God promised His people that 
the Angel of Death would pass over every dwelling 
marked by the blood of the lamb, saving them from 
death.  This cataclysmic event would convince Pharaoh 
(his own son would die) to release the Israelites.  
From this time forth, God commanded His people to 
annually commemorate this divine action of judgment 
and deliverance. 
    

As God’s words had promised, life for His 
people came from the death of the lamb and 
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the safety provided by its blood.  Then the 
people would eat this life-protecting lamb….
As Jesus celebrated this Passover meal with 
His disciples, He knew that His sacrifice was 
just hours away….In the solemn setting of this 
meal of rescue from bitter slavery and death….
Jesus changed the Passover of the old covenant 
into the meal of the “new testament in My 
blood.”….Binding this meal to His death now 
at hand, Jesus transformed it.  It was His meal, 
His action, His gift of His body and blood.  
Jesus set everything in place for this meal.  This 
holy mystery moved forward according to His 
words.  It was Jesus’ Passover.3   

We find other images and “shadows” of the Eucharist 
in the stories of the Old Testament as well:

The Israelites were fed with manna in the 
wilderness as with bread from heaven (Ex. 
16:15). In this Holy Supper we have the true 
manna which came down from heaven to give 
life to the world. Here is that bread of heaven, 
that angel’s food, of which if any man eat he 
shall never be hungry (John 6:35,51). The 
children of Israel had the ark of the covenant 
and the mercy seat, where they could hear 
the Lord speaking with them face to face 
(Ex.25:21, 22). Here we have the true ark of 
the covenant, the most holy body of Christ, in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge (Col.2:3). Here we have the 
true mercy seat in the precious blood of Christ 
(Rom.3:25), through which God has made us 
accepted in the Beloved (Eph.1:6).4

Real Presence
The Lutheran Church believes and confesses that Jesus 
Christ is “in, with, and under,” the bread and wine of 
Holy Communion.  This is referred to as Jesus’ real 
presence in the Sacrament.  This understanding differs 
from the Roman Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, 
which teaches that at a certain point in the Mass, the 
bread and wine are no longer present due to the 
priestly re-sacrifice.  Real Presence also differs from 
the “memorial” understanding of Holy Communion, 
which believes that the bread and wine remain simply 
3  Kenneth W. Wieting. Lutheranism 101: The Lord’s Supper (Saint Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 2012).
4  A.L. Barry. What About…The Sacrament of the Altar. www.lcms.org. 

bread and wine.  There is no “presence” of Christ in 
the elements; the believer is only “remembering” what 
Jesus did and celebrating it as such. 
 
For Luther and later Lutheranism, while Jesus’ real 
presence is a true mystery, understood through faith 
alone, Jesus’ words are clear: “This is my body, this is 
my blood.”  Consequently, as Lutherans   
   

We do not try to explain how Jesus is present 
under the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, 
rather we believe, teach, confess, and rejoice 
that He is present.  We…. let the words of Jesus 
stand without arguing about their possibility, or 
trying to explain how they are true.  As Luther 
put it so clearly, “We maintain that the bread 
and the wine in the Supper are the true body 
and blood of Christ (SA III.6) …. Jesus’ words 
are sure and certain.  The Holy Spirit gives 
us faith to trust in and believe Jesus’ words, 
Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins…by virtue of these words, the body and 
blood of Christ are truly present, distributed 
and received.5

Who Can Receive Holy Communion? 
Holy Communion is a meal for Baptized Christians.  
Scripture is clear that there is to be an understanding 
of what the Lord’s Supper is and what is offers to 
the believer.  As members of the Body of Christ, the 
church, Christians are to come to the Lord’s Table 
with a proper acknowledgement of one’s need for 
Jesus Christ and faith in His promises.  As Saint Paul 
cautioned the Corinthian Church:

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat 
of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone 
who eats and drinks without discerning the 
body eats and drinks judgment on himself. (1 
Corinthians 11.28-29) 

At the same time, Martin Luther notes the profound 
yet simple heart that reflects the one coming to the 
Lord’s Table.  Asking the question, “Who receives this 
sacrament worthily?”  Luther answers:

5  Ibid.
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Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly 
fine outward training.  But that person is truly 
worthy and well prepared who has faith in 
these words, “Given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does 
not believe these words, or doubts them is 
unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for 
you” require all hearts to believe.6

Preparing for Holy Communion 
What is proper preparation for Holy Communion?  In 
the Worship service, God’s people confess their sins 
corporately, hearing then the words of Absolution from 
the Pastor.  The service continues with songs of praise, 
prayers, Scripture, and offering of ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions-signs of God’s gracious love!  As 
the words of institution are once again recited, God’s 
people receive the 
invitation to come 
to the Table; for all 
things are now ready.  
The gifts of God for 
the people of God!

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n 
Luther’s “Christian 
Questions And Their 
Answers,” Luther 
offers an extensive 
l is t  of  quest ions 
a n d  a n s w e r s  i n 
order  to  prepare 
communicants to 
receive the Lord’s Supper.7  Generally, this preparation 
concerns two things:

•	 Recognizing Jesus’Real Presence «in, with 
and under” the bread and wine; and

•	 Confessing our sins.

Why is confession so important?  Because unless we 
admit that we are dead in our sins, have no true life 
in ourselves apart from Christ, we will see no need 
to come and receive what God gives through the 
Eucharist:  forgiveness, new life, new hope, and a new 
future—the gifts of Jesus Christ Himself! 

6  Luther. Luther’s Small Catechism. 
7   Lutheran Worship (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1982).

Luther’s Small/Large Catechism
The Lutheran Confessions provide much insight and 
understanding of Holy Communion as reflected in 
Holy Scripture.  

1. The Lord’s Supper offers and conveys 
forgiveness of sins.
By these words forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation are given to us in the sacrament, for where 
there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation (SC VI, 6).

The people are also admonished concerning the 
value and use of the sacrament and the great 
consolation it offers to anxious consciences, that 
they may learn to believe in God and ask for and 
expect whatever is good from God (AC XXIV, 7).

2 .  T h e  L o r d ’s 
Supper offers the 
truly present body 
and blood of Christ.
It is taught among us 
that the true body and 
blood of Christ are 
really present in the 
Supper of our Lord 
under the form of 
bread and wine and 
are there distributed 
and received. The 
contrary doctrine is 

therefore rejected (AC X).

3. The Lord’s Supper strengthens faith.
Thus the Lord’s Supper was instituted in the church 
so that as this sign reminds us of the promises of 
Christ, the remembrance might strengthen our 
faith and we might publicly confess our faith and 
announce the blessings of Christ, as Paul says (1 
Cor. 11:26), “As often as you do this, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death” (Ap IV, 210).

4. The Lord’s Supper imparts power for 
Christian living.
For here in the sacrament you receive from Christ’s 
lips the forgiveness of sins, which contains and 
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conveys God’s grace and Spirit with all his gifts, 
protection, defense, and power against death and 
the devil and all evils (LC V, 70).

5. The Lord’s Supper is an act of thankful 
adoration.
The principal use of the sacrament is to make clear 
that terrified consciences are the ones worthy of 
it, and how they ought to use it. There is also a 
sacrifice, since one action can have several purposes. 
Once faith has strengthened a conscience to see Its 
liberation from terror, then it really gives thanks 
for the blessing of Christ’s suffering. It uses the 
ceremony Itself as praise to God, as a demonstration 

of its gratitude, and a witness of its high esteem for 
God’s gifts. Thus the ceremony becomes a sacrifice 
of praise (Ap XXIV, 73-74).

6. The Lord’s Supper is a celebration of Christian 
fellowship.
After the Last Supper, as he was about to begin his 
bitter passion and death for our sin, in this sad, last 
hour of his life, this truthful and almighty Lord, our 
Creator and Redeemer Jesus Christ, selected his 
words with great deliberation and care in ordaining 
and instituting this most venerable sacrament, 
which was to be observed with great reverence 
and obedience until the end of the world and which 
was to be an abiding memorial of his bitter passion 
and death and of all his blessings, a seal of the new 
covenant, a comfort for all sorrowing hearts, and a 
true bond and union of Christians with Christ their 
head and with one another (FC SD VII, 44).8

8   “Theology and Practice of The Lord’s Supper Part I.” A Report of the 
Commission on Theology and Church Relations of the Lutheran Church-
-Missouri Synod. www.lcms.org.
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The Importance of Building Community

Community is so much more than just a hand shake 
during Sunday morning’s greeting time, or the weekly 
conversations on the patio.  True community is even 
more than the brief time we allocate to sharing a quick 
meal before we go back to our busy and sometimes 
isolated lives until the next Sunday rolls around.  Jesus 
was truly the best role model for real community.  
Delving into scripture, we see Jesus was only alone 
when he would pray to his Father in heaven for strength 
and guidance.  At all other times, you see him living out 
all things, good and bad with a select few, and teaching 
his disciples what it meant to live life together with 
unconditional acceptance and care.  They certainly 
didn’t always get it right and neither will we.

Community is where God speaks to us through others.  
We learn be open, vulnerable and honest. As we foster 
new relationships and share experiences, over time, we 
learn to walk with one another through the struggles we 
face in this life, resting in the assurance of His loving 
support.  Sometimes, we are fearful that if people 
really knew what was happening in our minds and 
in our hearts, we may not be accepted.  In Christian 
community, we can learn to move past this fear and 
find freedom and healing that produces the abundant 
joy Jesus came to give us.  Together, we can practice 
staying accountable to the teachings of Jesus. We learn 
to put God first in our lives. The easiest way to learn 
to love our neighbors is to practice love, and the safest 
place to practice is with like-minded believers in the 
Christian community.  Community is not just about 
adding new friends to your life; it is about intentionally 
working together with others toward Christlikeness.

Participating in activities including Bible studies, 
women’s or men’s groups with other Christians is 
the best way to find your fit with the those that share 
similar interests. Here at Red Hill, we have a number 
of opportunities for you to participate in community.    

Below is an excerpt from a devotion written by Pete 
Scazzaro, author of  Emotionally Healthy Relationships 
Day by Day, that speaks to the importance of Christian 
community as part of our faith journey:  

“The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus is the 
singular most important event in human history.  God 
opened up a way, through the blood of Jesus, to a life of 
loving union with Him.  However, the arena in which 
we live out our relationship with God is not the prayer 
closet but our relationships with one another.”  “Our 
life with God cannot be separated from our life with 
others.  They really are, as Jesus taught, two sides of 
the same coin.” 

Scazzaro also invites us to read this prayer by author 
Richard Rohr, allowing each truth to inform our life 
and our relationships:

I thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming a human being 
so I do not have to pretend to try to be a God.
I thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming finite and 
limited so I do not have to pretend that I am infinite 
and limitless.
I thank you, crucified God, for becoming mortal so I 
do not have to try to make myself immortal.
I thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming inferior so I do 
not have to pretend that I am superior to anyone.
I thank you for becoming weak, so I don’t have to be 
strong. 
I thank you for being willing to be considered imperfect 
and strange, so I do not have to be perfect and normal. 
I thank you, Lord Jesus, for being willing to be 
disapproved of, so I do not have to try so hard to be 
approved and liked.
I thank you for being considered a failure, so I do not 
have to give my life trying to pretend I’m a success.
I thank you for being wrong by the standards of religion 
and state, so I do not have to be right anywhere.
I thank you for being poor in every way, so I do not 
have to be rich in any way.
I thank you, Lord Jesus, for being all of the things 
humanity despises and fears, so I can accept myself 
and others in you. 

As Rohr says, “we can be thankful for God’s call for us 
“to die” to the manipulative and controlling ways of the 
world in order to embrace the crucified way of Jesus. 
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Why? Because it is the pathway of Jesus to a life of 
power and resurrection.”

Question to Consider:
Which line in the prayer do you identify with most? 
Why? 
Prayer:
Lord, so much inside of me resists following you to the 
cross and living a life of brokenness and vulnerability. 
Grant me courage to follow you, all the way, whatever 
that might mean. In Jesus’ name amen. 1

Here at Red Hill, we have so many 
opportunities for community building.  We 
offer small groups for men and women, as 
well as groups for children and young adults.
If you are not ready to commit to a small 
group, you may want to “get your feet wet” 
and attend a Sunday study.  Here, you will 

“Disciple U” 
Wednesday Morning

7:15am to 8:00am
Prayer Chapel

Teacher: Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
“Death on a Friday Afternoon: Jesus and the Cross”
During this holy season of Lent, the Wednesday 
morning Bible Study is examining the meaning and 
significance of the cross and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  

Historically, the death and resurrection of Jesus 
is referred to theologically as the doctrine of the 
“Atonement.”  The atonement explicates the necessity 
of Jesus’ sacrifice for the divine purpose of human 
reconciliation and redemption.  The Christian 
understanding of divine forgiveness and salvation are 
directly associated with that fateful Friday afternoon.  

The primary goal of this class will be to deepen one’s 
understanding of the crucifixion and resurrection 
of Jesus, leading to obedient discipleship in one’s 
daily life.  Examining Scripture, Christian history, 
and archeology, we will examine the final days and 
drama leading up to the crucifixion and resurrection 
of Jesus, the contextual milieu of the first century, and 
the relationship of Jesus’ death to the Old Testament.  
Finally, attention will be given to six theological 

interpretations of the Atonement: “Christus Victor,” 
“Jesus as Teacher of True Knowledge,” “Jesus 
as Moral Example and Influence,” “Jesus as Our 
Satisfaction,” “Jesus as the ‘Happy Exchange,’” and 
“Jesus as Final Scapegoat.”  

This study is open to men and women of all ages, 
and, if you don’t know much about the Bible—this is 
a perfect place for you!  You can join us at any place 
in his study!    

The Book of Colossians
(Resumes April 15th)
We suspended our study of Colossians through the 
season of Lent, as we focused on the meaning of the 
cross of Jesus Christ.  On April 15th, we will resume 
our exploration of the book of Colossians.   

The Book of Colossians was written by the Apostle 
Paul to deal with some of the false teachings that 
were influencing the early church.  Additionally, Paul 
was personally attacked as a false teacher himself, 
which was leading many of the Colossians astray.  In 

meet new people, re-acquaint with those that 
you haven’t seen for a while, and maybe get 
to know someone a little deeper. 

We invite you to refer to our website, 
redhillchurch.org to look become familiar 
with all of the small groups we offer.  Also, 
be sure to review the Sunday bulletin every 
week to see what groups, studies and special 
events are coming up. 

1 Title: Emotionally Healthy Relationships 
Day By Day: a 40-day journey to deeply 
change your relationships.
Published: Zondervan Grand Rapids, MI, 
2017. Author: Peter Scazzero
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response to these conflicts and heretical teachings, 
Paul stressed the utmost importance of God’s mission 
to bring salvation to a lost and broken world would 
and encouraging the church in Colossae that no one 
fell short of the grace offered to them in Jesus Christ!  
As New Testament Commentator J. Paul Sampley 
describes:

At the heart of Colossians is a Christological 
dispute over whether what has already been 
accomplished in Christ has actually liberated 
the believers from the powers of the universe 
and given them proper access to God.  The 
opponents…seem to be urging asceticism, 
observance of special holy times and worship 
of celestial powers as means of gaining wisdom 
and access to God.  By appealing to tradition…
[Paul] disputes the need for requirements 
beyond the “Christ in you” (1.27) that they 
already know.1   

As was true for Paul and the church in Colossae, is true 
for the church today.  In the dominant culture in which 
we live, we hear message after message telling us how 
to get “the good life;” how to be happy, how to have 
a perfect relationship, how to live without fear.  The 
same is true in the “religious world.”  T.V. preachers 
and various religious groups tell us how to get God (or 
the gods) to bless us and give us the life we deserve.  
However, what we are told in the book of Colossians 
(really all of Scripture), is that Jesus, and Jesus alone, 
gives us access to God and a life of meaning and 
purpose that flows from this divine relationship!  

The church in every age will need to understand and 
address in Christ-like ways, the inter-personal and 
cultural conflicts that arise in a broken, sinful and 
hurting world.  As we will learn through this study, the 
book of Colossians has much to teach the church today.  
Some of the issues to be explored will be:

•	 How do we find common ground in Jesus 
Christ in the midst of conflicts and resistance?

•	 The supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ 
in our lives.

•	 Identifying and confronting false teachings 
inside and outside the faith.

1   J. Paul Sampley. The HarperCollins Study Bible (New York: HarperCol-
lins Publishers, 1989).  

•	 The real battle we have with cosmic evil.
•	 The future hope we have that Jesus will, one 

day, make all things new!  

You are invited to join us for this verse-by-verse study 
in the book of Colossians.  (At the conclusion of our 
study, many in the class reconvene at Spire’s Restaurant 
in Tustin for breakfast and continuing conversation).  

You are always welcome as we study the Word of God!  
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

What is the Sacrament of Holy Baptism?

Martin Luther said this about Baptism: 
“Indeed if I had the matter under my control, I 
would not want God speak to me from heaven 
or appear to me, but I would want—and my 
daily prayers are directed to this end—that 
I might have the proper respect and true 
appreciation for the gift of Baptism.”  

Baptism in the Lutheran Church is one of two 
Sacraments (Holy Communion being the other).  The 
word Sacrament is derived from the Greek μυστήριον 
(musterion), meaning “mystery” or “something 
sacred.”  In Latin, μυστήριον is translated sacramentum 
defined as:  

(1) A pledge or security deposited…in public 
keeping by the parties in a lawsuit and forfeited 
to a sacred purpose; (2) as the oath taken by 
a Roman soldier to the emperor, and thence 
to any oath.  These ideas later combined to 
produce the concept of a sacred rite which was 
a pledge or token, the receipt of which involved 
an oath of loyalty, and this led in time to the 
limitation of the word ‘sacrament’ to the two 
major rites of divine institution, Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper.1

Throughout Christian history and theology, the 
Sacraments were viewed as outward, visible signs of 
God’s grace and forgiveness, thus strengthening the 
faith of the believer.   The Bible tells us that human 
beings are saved by God’s grace alone through faith 
alone in Jesus Christ alone.  In order to deliver His 
saving grace, God chooses to come to us through 
ordinary, earthly elements (water, bread and wine), 
joining His promises, or Word, to the elements.  
As Martin Luther explains in his Small and Large 
Catechism:

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is 
the water included in God’s command and 
combined with God’s Word.2

1  R.J. Coates, “Sacraments.” In D. R. W. Wood, I. H. Marshall, A. R. Mil-
lard, J. I. Packer, & D. J. Wiseman (Eds.), New Bible Dictionary (Downers 
Grove, Illinois: Inter Varsity Press, 1996).
2  Martin Luther. Luther’s Small Catechism (Saint Louis: Concordia Publish-

 
Baptism is quite a different thing from all 
other water.  This is not because of its natural 
quality but because something more noble is 
added here.  God Himself stakes His honor, His 
power, and His might on it.  Therefore, Baptism 
is not only natural water, but a divine, heavenly, 
holy, blessed water, and whatever other terms 
we can find to praise it.  This is all because 
of the Word, which is a heavenly, holy Word, 
which no one can praise enough.  For it has, 
and is able to do, all that God is and can do.3 

The word Baptism derives from the Greek word, 
βαπτίζω (baptizo), meaning “to dip” (in water) or “to 
bathe.”  Baptism is a holy washing, “a spiritual bath 
that cleanses us from sin…When you are baptized, 
God’s name is poured on you with the water.  In the 
Bible, having God’s name on you is a blessing.”4  As 
Lutheran theologian Dr. A.L. Barry writes:

In and through Baptism, God cleanses us from 
all of our sins, snatches us from the power of 
Satan, and gives us everlasting life. It is all 
God’s doing as He gives us His blessing. It 
is His promise.  In Baptism, our Triune God 
imparts to each of us personally the gifts the 
Lord Jesus Christ won for the world through 
His life, suffering, death, and resurrection.  
Please see especially Gal.3:27; Col.1:13–14; 
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5–7 and 1 Cor.6:11.5

Why Does the Church Baptize?
Because Jesus said so!  Jesus commands Baptism 
(Matthew 28:19-20) as the way the church is to make 
disciples (students or apprentices of Jesus).  Baptism 
is the beginning of a life that is dedicated to Jesus and 
Jesus’ teachings and ways.  Through Baptism, people 
are made members of the church, the Body of Christ, 
so that they can continue to receive God’s loving grace 
and power through Word and Sacrament, as well as 
receiving support and encouragement from others in 
the church community.    
ing House, 2005).  
3   Martin Luther. The Large Catechism, in, The Book of Concord, Theodore 
Tappert, Ed. (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1959).
4   Charles Lehman. Lutheranism 101: Holy Baptism (Saint Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, 2013).
5   A.L. Barry. “What About…Holy Baptism” (www.lcms.org).
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Why Do We Baptize Infants and Children?
In the Lutheran Church, we Baptize people of all ages.  
This includes the practice of “infant baptism,” also 
referred to as pedobaptism.  Many Christians reject 
infant baptism on the grounds that one must have 
a “conversion experience” or prior faith in order to 
come to Christ.  Seen in this context, baptism is an 
individual’s public act demonstrating that one is now a 
follower of Christ. Conversely, those who affirm infant 
baptism argue that:

As clear as it is 
from passages 
like Matthew 
28, Acts 2, 
and Acts 16, 
that Baptism 
is a gift that 
Christ offers 
to all people, 
for some these 
passages are 
not enough…
T h e y  a l s o 
say that only 
someone who 
already has 
faith in Christ should be baptized.  If these 
assertions were true, there would be several 
classes of people excluded from the baptismal 
life…infants, small children, those with certain 
cognitive challenges, or even the extremely 
aged…. [Jesus] instituted Baptism in Matthew 
28.19…The part of our Lord’s command that 
is misunderstood by those who make faith 
a requirement for Baptism is “all nations.”  
All nations doesn’t exclude anyone…Both in 
Acts 2 and 16 the Bible makes it clear that “all 
nations” means “all people” and that there are 
no distinctions made among people on the basis 
of age or mental ability.6

A further reason why we practice infant baptism, comes 
from our understanding of Covenantal Theology. 
Scripture reveals that God is a covenant-making God, 
entering into personal relationships with His people!  
Beginning with Abraham in the Old Testament and 
6  Lehman. Lutheranism 101: Holy Baptism.

fulfilled by Jesus in the New Testament, God entered 
into a series of inter-related covenants so that He 
could be with and care for His people—including their 
children!  As theologian Jack Lee writes:    

A Covenantal Theologian recognizes that the 
New Testament does not stand on its own; it is 
an extension of the Old. Indeed, the two parts 
are flowing together into one single redemptive 
thread. They’re working together for the 
fulfillment of one divine promise: “I will be 
your God, and you will be my people”…Within 

a covenantal-minded 
hermeneutic, we can 
begin to appreciate 
baptism, not as a new 
practice isolated within 
the New Testament, but 
as sacrament built upon 
what was established 
in the Old Covenant 
and practiced by the 
people of God for 
thousands of years…
Therefore, we’re not 
dependent only on 
the New Testament to 
understand the practice 

of baptism, but we must also consider the 
Old Testament’s influence and the role of 
circumcision.7

The “mark” of the covenant in the Old Testament 
(Covenant) was circumcision.  A physical sign that 
a person was a member of God’s covenant people.8  
Christian Baptism corresponds to circumcision and in 
fact, Baptism fulfills circumcision, a point made by 
Paul in Colossian 2.11-12:

“In him also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, by putting 

7  Jack Lee. “The Understructure of Infant Baptism: Covenant Theology.”  www.patheos.org
8  Of course, only males were circumcised, but this included Jewish women 
as well.  Part of the meaning of circumcision was its connection to the 
reproductive aspect of human life, which clearly, necessitates the woman.  
Commenting on God’s covenant with Abraham and the command to cir-
cumcise, Rabbi Ruth Sohn writes, “ The critical element of the…[covenant]…is 
the promise that Abraham will be fruitful and become the father of nations. 
Women’s role as child bearers is therefore not ancillary but central to mean-
ing of the covenant… [In Genesis 17]…God refers to her and changes Sarah’s 
name just like Abraham’s — with the addition of the Hebrew letter heh and 
with a parallel explanation:  ‘she shall give rise to nations; rulers of peoples 
shall issue from her’ (17:16).”  
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off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision 
of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with 
him through faith in the powerful working of 
God, who raised him from the dead.” 

New Testament scholar Scot McKnight makes this 
same point:

…both circumcision and baptism are memorials 
of what God did in the past: the covenant with 
Abraham and the redemption through Jesus’ 
life, death, burial, and resurrection…If we are 
going to baptize infants, we will want to do 
so because we see circumcision fulfilled in 
baptism…If baptism fulfills circumcision, what 
was done in Abraham’s day (circumcision) 
would be done in our day to infants (baptism).9

Just as Abraham (and Sarah), as well as all of the 
covenant people, were to continue to nurture the 
faith and lifestyle of their children, so are disciples of 
Christ!  Christian Baptism is thus the “entry” into the 
covenant people of God in Christ.  It is the beginning 
of a spiritual journey, a way of life in which Christian 
parents and God Parents promise that they will, for 
their children: 

…faithfully bring them to the services of God’s 
house, and teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Creed and the 10 Commandments.  As they 
grow in years, they should place in their 
hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for 
their instruction in the Christian faith, that, 
living in the covenant of their Baptism and in 
communion with the church, they may lead 
godly lives until the day of Jesus Christ.10

Finally, in Luke 18.15-17, Jesus invited little children 
to come to Him and rebuked the disciples for trying 
to keep children from him.  Consequently, we Baptize 
infants and children…

…for the same reason adults are baptized—
because of the command and promise of God.  
What is promised in Baptism is given to all who 
receive it; therefore, infants and young children 

9  Scot McKnight. It Takes a Church to Baptize (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Brazos Press, 2018).  
10  The Service of Holy Baptism. Lutheran Book of Worship (Minneapolis: 
Augsburg Publishing Hose, 1978).

also have the promise of God.  They, too, are 
made children of God.  They, too, are included 
in the words “all nations” (Matt.28:19)…But 
most important, as sinners, infants need what 
Baptism gives…If we misunderstand Baptism 
to be our work, then we will always cast doubt 
on it. When we recognize that it is not our 
work, but God’s gracious promise and work, 
we realize that infants are to be baptized and 
receive the treasures offered in and through 
Baptism. 11

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism lay at the core of the 
Christian faith.  In the waters of Baptism, the “old 
Adam” (human nature) is “drowned” so that the life of 
the “New Adam,” Jesus Christ, may live in and through 
us!  We are made members of the church, the body of 
Christ, equipped by Jesus to grow in faith, love and 
obedience to the will of God.  In Holy Baptism:

…we are buried with Christ, and in Baptism 
we are raised with Christ.  His death and 
resurrection are made our own, and because 
of that fact, through our entire life, we are able 
to say, “I am baptized!” Having been buried 
with Christ into His death we do not have to 
be afraid of the tomb in which we will rest one 
day.  Christ has already been there.  In Holy 
Baptism we have passed through His grave into 
His resurrection.12 

11  Barry. “What About…Holy Baptism.” 
12   Barry, “What About…Holy Baptism.”
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Musical Opportunities and Challenges
 By Isaiah Coughran, Contemporary Worship Leader

Life is full of opportunities and at times, life can be 
full of challenges. Part of the work that I do in the 
Music Ministry at Red Hill Lutheran is to help create 
beauty. I have been party of many conversations on 
and off campus about pursuing what is good, what is 
true and what is beautiful. As such, those three values 
have become guideposts for our ministry. 
What opportunities do we have to help create 
something anchored in the truth, God’s truth, which 
is also good for our community and truly represents 
something beautiful? 
This seems like it’d be easy to accomplish. Except... 
occasionally, it’s not. Some view the music we perform 
and create as not “truthful enough”. And once in a while, 
ever so politely, they let me know. “We need those old 
time hymns with their robust theology,” they might say. 
Also, “none of those “Jesus is my boyfriend songs.” 
And lastly, “your Christian rock music isn’t making 
Christianity any better, it’s making Rock N Roll worse” 
(to quote Hank Hill). I take all these with a grain of 
salt. I can understand the underlying desire for “what is 
best for everyone” behind the comments people make, 
I think. But, seeking to create an experience that is 
good, true and beautiful for everyone is tough. In truth, 
it can’t really be done, but it can be lovingly pursued. I 
think we have had a lot of wonderful opportunities here 
to provide and create wonderful music. The majority 
of the musicians we have are homegrown. It’s such a 
gift to have and work with people who grew up at Red 
Hill. We’ve also incorporated lyrics from members 
in our congregation. What a gift to see the hearts and 
minds from our congregation members, encouraging 
one another, honoring God and opening up about their 
personal struggles in such a creative way. I have been 
deeply encouraged by our Red Hill community. I look 
forward to the opportunities we have be co-creators for 
the years to come. 
The threats that we face, in my opinion, will seek to 
pull us apart. They will seek to divide us. To pull us 
apart into smaller and smaller camps of like-minded 
individuals. We have to fight against this. Jesus calls 
us to be one in Him (John17). To be united in Christ 
(Galatians 3). The dividing lines should not be around 
traditional vs. contemporary musical preference. 
expression in worship and what one party counts as 

“Best” for our congregation. The work to do in the 
music ministry will center on how to be biblically 
faithful, musically compelling and community building 
as we move into the future. This has been our goal and 
will continue to be. I think the music that we have been 
gifted from the past is a gift that we all want to hold 
onto. I am grateful for it. 
We have a rich history to draw upon. And, it is one 
I desire to keep alive, as well as give opportunity to 
what is coming. Scripture tells us to both hold onto 
what we’ve been handed (Hebrews 10) and to create 
anew (Psalm 33). We want to see the Kingdom of God 
expressed in various ways in Tustin as it is in Heaven. 
We want to be part of making that a deeper expression 
– “more good, more true and more beautiful.” 
We have an incredibly gifted community. Collectively, 
Red Hill’s Choir and Praise Band, as well as Jason, 
Linda and Marty, are so incredibly gifted. They 
dedicate their passion, their bodies, their time and their 
money to make the most out of what God has provided 
here. I have great confidence that we will seize the 
many opportunities that will present themselves, in 
a way the draws us more closely together and gives 
us a robust picture of the love and beauty of God, 
while at the same time working together to minimize 
the threats that will inevitably seek to divide us. This 
community has the opportunity to seek loving unity, 
fight against disunity and enable the opportunities to 
overcome threats.  
From the Hymn by Clara M. Brooks (1907): 

As sweet strains of heav’nly music 
Blend in one harmonious sound, 
So the members of Christ’s body 
In blest unity are found— 
One in mind, and one in spirit, 
One in doctrine, faith, and love; 
One in name—oh, precious union, 
Like the angel hosts above.
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What Influences Your Faith?
By Cyndi Tully, Church and School Administrator

This is an intriguing question.  In my life, it is a 
question answered with words, music and people. 
My faith was intensely private as a child and youth, but 
has been forced to be in the public eye in my career.   
I have worked in churches, Christian retail and even 
a Christian university, yet it has been the “still, small 
voice” that has impacted me the most.  Sometimes that 
“voice” reveals itself in Christian literature, sermons, 
music or a small person’s voice.
The biggest influencers in my faith journey have 
been three people: my father and my mother, and my 
youth pastor.  My father was a Minister of Music in 
the Presbyterian Church.  
Even when he was no 
longer working full time 
in the church, he made 
sure he served in some 
capacity to use the gifts 
he was given, back to 
God.  He was the son of 
two church musicians. 
He learned his work 
ethic and compassion for 
others from them.  My 
mother always had her 
bible next her bed.  She 
loved to read to us and usually it was a story from the 
bible or by a Christian author like C.S. Lewis.  Pastor 
Kevin Rudolph taught me so much about how God 
sees me and how to really think about what the bible 
says, not take other people’s word for what the bible 
says.  These three people set me on a path that helped 
to build a great foundation for my Faith.
When I was a child, my dad directed a high school 
handbell choir, Omega Ringers.  I longed to be a part 
of this fun and dynamic group or high schoolers (I was 
about eight years old).  When the Omega Ringers were 
preparing to tour one summer, they set up the handbell 
tables at our house in our family room.  I begged Dad 
to let me play.  He said if I did all my chores, he would 
give me a lesson.  I was so excited to play that he ended 
up getting a lot of chores out of me that summer!  This 
is how I got started in handbells which have become a 
huge part of my faith and my life.

Handbells introduced me to different denominations, 
faiths and lifestyles.  When my family moved churches, 
I found a place to play handbells.  Sometimes this was 
with people of different denominations.  This made 
me really look at what I had been taught and use what 
Pastor Kevin had said, ”to always look in The Word 
for myself.”  
When I was looking for a college, I found Concordia 
University, Irvine where I could obtain my bachelor’s 
degree in music with handbells (I am the first person 
with that degree!) This introduced me to Missouri 
Synod Lutherans.  Coming from a rather liberal 

Presbyterian-Methodist-
Baptist conglomeration 
of ideas, the biblical-base 
of the LCMS made me 
stop and really look at my 
faith again.  Listening to 
that “small voice”, I fell 
on the Bible as my rock 
and looked back to it as 
the lens to see all the new 
and old ideas.
After college, I followed 
my handbell passion to 
the San Francisco Bay 

Area to play with a professional group, Sonos Handbell 
Ensemble.  It was there that my faith was tested the 
most.  Most of the other musicians in the group were 
not Christians and had other lifestyles that were new 
to me.  
Remembering what my Dad had taught me about 
caring for people that you may disagree with, I learned 
how to work, live and grow with these fun and complex 
ringers.
During this time, I found a day job working at the local 
Christian Bookstore.  I loved to read - and read as much 
as possible-since books were right at my fingertips.  It 
was fun to dig in to the theological views and come to 
an understanding, of the sides of an issue.  This is when 
I had a wonderful time spending two years learning 
about English Biblical Translations, where they come 
from, and why they are different.  This was a great 
learning experience but it began to move my faith to 
my head instead of my heart.  I was so grateful when 



redhillchurch.org Page 25

I found a church where I was able to balance learning 
with the love of Christ and trusting in Him… and also 
to direct and play handbells with believers again.
Then came the conversation that would change my 
world.  My best friend, college roommate and fellow 
handbell ringer, called me with news that she was 
pregnant.  I was so excited.  But the real news for me 
was that she and her husband wanted me to be their 
daughter’s Godmother. I was deeply honored, and 
vowed to God that I would take this honor seriously.  
I began praying for Virginia that very day.  She was 
born on June (my birth month, too) 28th 2002.  I held 
her when she was a week old and prayed that she 
would always know Jesus and that I would be a mirror 
of God’s love for her.  This was not the only family 
that would ask me to be a part of their children’s lives.
When my fourth godchild was born (at that time all 
were in Southern California), I made the decision to 
move closer to the family God was giving me.  I took 
a job at Concordia University, Irvine as the bookstore 
manager.  Soon after, I was asked to teach some of their 
handbell courses and help in the handbell department 
where I began the Concordia Alumni Handbell 
Ensemble.  This was a wonderful season as I was able 
to see my godchildren grow, to be a guide in their faith, 
and share handbells with students and congregations 
in Southern California.

I found St. John Lutheran Church, Orange’s Cathedral 
Bells and love the fellowship and musical-talent outlet, 
but I wanted a church home and found it here at Red 
Hill.  I sat in the back of one of Pastor Seth’s classes 
(way back when he was the associate pastor!) and 
agreed with the way he and the congregation saw the 
social and political topic he was lecturing about.  This 
is when I knew I had found my church home here in 
Southern California.  I realized that Red Hill would 
be the church in which I could grow and give back.  
Through all of life’s valleys, doubts and mountain-tops, 
God has shown me how to love and give through my 
handbells and my godchildren.  I currently have nine 
godchildren, from four different families.  The oldest 
is 17, the youngest is four, and the newest, adopted last 
summer, is five years old. I also have a nephew and 
two nieces, who live in Bakersfield CA, to round out 
the children in my life.  I enjoy how God continues to 
use, handbells to stretch me both musically and in my 
faith, and my Godchildren to show His unconditional 
and unchanging love.
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Red Hill Women’s Ministry
By Karen Caballero

A great way to connect with the women of Red Hill, 
and grow in your faith, is through Red Hill Women’s 
Ministry.
Our Bible study groups consist of Four Circles, 
meeting on the first Tuesday of the month.  Additional 
small group studies are on Wednesday evenings and 
weekday mornings.
This year we are studying the books of 1 and 2 Timothy 
and Titus.  We encourage you to attend and deepen 
your faith and your walk with Jesus in this wonderful 
study.  What better way to enjoy fellowship with 
your sisters-in-Christ!  Meeting times and places are 
published in the church’s weekly, Sunday bulletin.  If 
you have never attended a circle, you are welcome to 
joins at any time and please feel free to bring a friend!
Red Hill Lutheran women serve in many capacities.  
Because Jesus has taught us to open our hearts and 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, we seek out 
opportunities to do just that for those in need of care 
and fellowship.
One area is with Ronald McDonald House.  The 
residents are families with very sick children in the 
hospital.  We reach out to bring bake goodies and 
give encouragement and love to these families. The 
women’s ministry also provides dinner and fellowship 
at Isaiah House, a shelter for women in Santa Ana. 

Twice a year, the women of the church hold two events 
that are open to all Red Hill women.  
We are all aware that homelessness is a national 
crisis.  On May 16th, we will have a presentation by 
HomeAid, a non-profit organization partnering with 
builders to help homeless families.  In addition to a 
delightful brunch, we will be assembling Carekits 
which include soap, shampoo, socks, and more  for 
each participant to take and distribute wherever there 
is a need.  Tickets will be sold in April and May.  So 
save the date, mark your calendars and plan to join us 
on Saturday, May 16th, 
More details will be provided in the weekly bulletin 
and on our website as the date nears.
Red Hill’s ministry theme this year is Reach, Renew 
and Rejoice!  Please Reach out to our women’s 
ministries, Renew your faith in the study of God’s 
word and Rejoice in the Lord for all of His blessings!
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RHLC’s Impact on Families in Mexico
By Dr. Ken Hays

Participation in our Mexico housebuilding ministry 
translates Christ’s words “…as you have done to the 
least of these my brethren, you have done unto Me” 
into and exemplary and fulfilling personal action.
 
Over a period of two days, our Red Hill group builds 
a badly needed 16’x20′, three-room, weatherproof 
home with a loft for a poor Mexican family living in 
slum conditions just a few miles south of the border.  
Multiple rooms give the family needed privacy and 
dignity.   The house is durable, efficiently designed, 
and serves the family for many years.  A concrete slab 
floor, construction materials, and building plans, along 
with our Red Hill group’s sleeping accommodations 
and some meals are provided through Baja Christian 
Ministries.  Construction tasks include framing, siding, 
wiring, roofing, painting, and drywall, often occurring 
at the same time! Red Hill has sent groups to build these 
homes in Mexico annually for many years.  Regardless 
of your construction skills, gender, or age, there is 
something for everyone to do!
 
We have had great success on our past housebuilding 
efforts.  We always present the family with a new Bible.  
We thank them for allowing us to serve as Christ’s 
hands for them.  The house recipients are overjoyed 
and some family members may be in tears and are 
often speechless as they receive the keys to their new 
front door.  Their little children are always excited, 
inspecting and exploring the house as it goes up.
 
In recent years, we have also served communion to 
believers in the neighborhood, as well as a hot dog 
lunch for the local community on the first day of the 
build.  There are usually lots of hungry neighbors, and 
it’s a great way to meet some nice people.
 
This year’s trip to Mexico is May 15th-17th.  Like 
our many trips in past years, this will be a unique and 
very fulfilling opportunity to show the Lord’s love to 
a family in great need.  

Contact Ken Hays at 714-289-0476 or focusonit@ca.rr.
com if you can participate.  Also, if you don›t already 
have a passport, apply right away!
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the grapevine

Christmas Eve worship at Red Hill, featuring the enact-
ment of the live Nativity scene is always a glorious time!
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Red Hill celebrates our students’ won-
derful grandparents and families during 

Grandparents VIP Day.
Below: His Little Feet International Chil-

dren’s Choir perform at Red Hill.
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Yes! to VBS
By Carmen Gogosha, VBS Director

One of our favorite songs we sing every year during 
this exciting week is, Yes to VBS. Here’s the first verse:
“Gonna say, yeh-yeh-yeh-yeh-yes, to vuh-vuy-vuy-
VBS!”  
It’s a catchy tune that the kids absolutely love, as 
demonstrated through their sheer joy when singing it. 
This song captures the spirit of why we offer Vacation 
Bible School. 
Vacation Bible School is our largest outreach event to 
the community.  We advertise with a banner on Red 
Hill, on our church and school website and new this 
year, we are promoting VBS at local businesses. We 
encourage our church and school kids to invite their 
cousins, neighbors and friends. 
Attending VBS is a great way for families that do not 
have a church home to come and check us out. We 
want our church to grow and be filled with people of all 
ages. Welcoming new families keeps our church alive.
During VBS, we share the Gospel. For some kids this is 
a reminder that God loves them so much he sent Jesus 
to save us. To someone new to the Gospel, this news  
can be life changing. The relationships made with small 
group leaders or volunteers can have a lasting impact 
on both parties. Volunteers can witness change in a 
child’s heart and conversely, kids witness Jesus’ love 
through volunteers. 
An example of God’s grace 
and love occurred during 
last year’s VBS; A child 
who was afraid to even 
talk at the beginning of the 
week, had her confidence 
built up so much that she 
offered to say a prayer at 
the end of the week after 
experiencing so much love 
from her small group leader. 
God shows up for VBS.  
Every year, I feel his hand 
present during the planning 

and actual week of VBS. I have learned not to stress 
about whether I will have enough volunteers because He 
always provides. He shows up through the volunteers. 
I love our volunteers and their commitment to loving 
our kids. VBS also gives our youth an opportunity to 
shine as leaders. Many of our youth have attended the 
program as participants and come back to serve. 
One of my greatest joys is watching a child grow and 
mature in Christian love and become a wonderful 
witness for Jesus. Many of our adults have been 
volunteers for years and I appreciate their dedication 
to helping make VBS a wonderful experience.
VBS creates lasting memories of love and comraderie 
with like-minded kids and adults who experience 
the joys of Christ’s love. I know for me, it is one of 
my favorite weeks of the year and it stems from my 
childhood days when I attended VBS in elementary 
school and served as a youth helper. Memories like 
these serve a purpose: to plant seeds of faith for non-
believers and to keep believers strong in their faith 
though the ups and downs, and joys and struggles in 
life. 
When you say Yes to VBS, you will be with us singing 
the song that conveys the following messages:  Yes to 
the blessing of studying God’s word, Yes to the best 
thing - Jesus is Lord, Jesus died for my sins and Living 
my life like Jesus.
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VBS 
June 15th-19th

9:00am – 12:15pm
Preschool – incoming 6th grade

Volunteers are needed
Incoming 6th grade and older

8:15am – 12:30pm
Small group leader

Snack and games rotation leader
Helpers in snack, game, mission, and crafts

Singers to lead hand motions during worship
Behind the scenes volunteers:

Prayer warriors
Create decorations 

Cut and prep curriculum at home
Provide breakfast treats the week of  VBS

Register on-line at http://www.redhillchurch.org/youth-family
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Preparing for the Unexpected
 By, Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Upon waking up that morning, he did not know that he 
would answer a call from his daughter’s school about 
her severe depression...
 They had no idea when they sat down to relax at the 
end of their long day that their son would come to 
confess his cutting issue...
It came as a complete shock while on vacation last 
summer that all three of their kids were struggling 
with anxiety...
The same questions flood each of these parents’ heads: 
where is this coming from? How did we have no idea 
or clue that they could have been struggling with this? 
What can we do – or where can we turn for help?
One thing that families know to expect is the 
unexpected.  While the above fictional examples 
might sound “over the top”, statistics show that each 
of these issues is on the rise, along with many more.  
Our families and children seem to be under attack 
and it appears that no family is immune.  Author and 
researcher Kristen Ivy shares “our kids are growing up 
in a world with a vast number of unexpected scenarios.  
So, in one sense, we simply can’t predict what we can’t 
predict.”  Organizations like the CDC, the AAP, and the 
census have listed issues like the ones mentioned above 
as relatively typical for our children in this culture.  
Which means we cannot simply parent the ways we 
were parented, because the world our children live in 
is far different than the one in which we grew up.  
Fortunately, among all of the changes and unexpected 
surprises, we have God who does not change.  He is not 
surprised by what we face.  He alone is able to handle 
it and rescue us!  Isaiah 40:28 reminds us “our God is 
an everlasting God, the Creator of the end of the earth.  
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 

unsearchable.” God encourages us to trust Him with 
our worries and our circumstances, large and small.  
At each phase of childhood, there are four key areas 
that a child is working through: health, technological 
responsibility, sexual integrity, and faith.  Each of these 
areas of development is vital to the overall health of a 
person, even if it looks different depending upon the 
age of the student.  
Our church is addressing these cultural issues head on.  
We hold several parenting seminars throughout each 
year that are designed to help parents, grandparents, 
and others to anticipate the unexpected, prepare for 
the next phase in their children’s lives, and find ways 
to best connect with each other during key times in 
their lives.  The church is a place uniquely equipped 
to partner with parents as we seek to leverage distinct 
opportunities to influence their children’s future.
We offer classes that invite parents to engage in 
following Jesus at several different levels, teaching 
that explain the meaning and significance of the Lord’s 
Supper, how to live and thrive in a world dependent 
on technology, how to develop and foster healthy 
relationships, and more. Recently we held a class that 
assists adults in preparing for the transitions in their 
children’s lives.  
These classes, and others in the Phase Series, are 
designed to both educate and encourage, while giving 
participants something to take away that might help 
them prepare for what comes next.  
Please be on the lookout for more of these classes 
to equip and encourage you!  If you have questions 
or want to connect on this topic, please email me 
shaynes@redhillchurch.org.

A TIME FRAME IN A KID’S LIFE WHEN YOU CAN LEVERAGE
DISTINCTIVE OPPORTUNITIES TO INFLUENCE THEIR FUTURE
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 A Look Inside the K.I.D.S. Zone
By Beth Stoffregen, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

At the beginning of the 
school year, Children’s 
Ministry moved into 
a  ded ica ted  space , 
which was purposefully 
designed with kids in 
mind – the K.I.D.S. 
Zone. It was our hope 
and prayer that this 
environment  would 
serve as a place where 
children would come to 
Know Jesus, Impact the world around them, become 
Disciples of Jesus and Serve others. What a tremendous 
opportunity we have been given!
We intentionally, proactively and prayerfully consid-
ered all of the ways we could partner with our Red 
Hill families to help kids grow and develop authen-
tic faith throughout the childhood phases. We realize 
that sometimes it takes another voice to say the same 
things that parents are saying to their kid(s) about 
the most important things in life—just in a different 
way. That’s what we refer to as “widening the circle.” 
With that in mind, we offered a Phase Parenting Class 
that encouraged families to widen their own family’s 
circle.  Pursuing strategic relationships for kids takes 
a little bit of intentionality, but it can be as easy as 
1-2-3: acknowledge who’s already there, invite other 
people in, and encourage them along the way.

Not long after we offered this class, some of our 
Red Hill families took a bold step to widen their 
circle. They began attending worship services more 
regularly and they also began bringing their children 
to the K.I.D.S. Zone on Sunday mornings for K.I.D.S. 
Ministry simply because they wanted to widen their 
circle. They invited our K.I.D.S. Ministry Small 
Group Leaders to be part of the circle of influence for 
their children.
A small group leader is someone who shows up 
consistently in the lives of a few kids for the purpose 
of being present, creating a safe place for kids to be 
themselves, and allowing them to share openly and 
ask questions. It is in the small group setting where 
biblical teaching is broken down and applied at a 
personal level. The trust that is built through small 

groups lends itself to a 
natural opportunity for 
us to join with parents 
helping to strengthen 
the family.  Intentionally 
investing in the lives of 
others over time helps 
everyone find their 
sense of belonging 
and feel connected 
to the larger church 
community.

In January, we took a month to help our kids learn 
more about God’s love for them in Christ and their 
faith as a Christian. Each small group focused on age 
appropriate topics using different parts of the Bible, 
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism and the Lutheran 
Hymnal. Our Kindergarten Small Group focused on 
the Lord’s Prayer. Our 1st Grade Small Group took a 
look at The Great Commission and Baptism. Our 2nd 
Grade Small Group discussed Confession, Faith and 
Communion. Our 3rd Grade Small Group zeroed in on 
the 10 Commandments as well as Law and Gospel. Our 
4th/5th Grade Small Group concentrated on worship, 
suffering and the Apostles’ Creed.
In February, three of our children in K.I.D.S. Ministry 
asked to be baptized. It was such a beautiful sight to 
watch these kids stand at the baptismal fount declar-
ing their faith in Jesus with their parents standing be-
hind them, their K.I.D.S. Ministry friends surround-
ing them and supporting them along with the entire 
Red Hill Community witnessing this special moment.
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Additionally, 14 children and their families participated in a First Communion Class, led by Pastor Seth. 
These 14 children celebrated their First Holy Communion on Sunday March 1st at our Family Worship Ser-
vice. We join the families of these children in celebrating this important spiritual step in their faith:

Sparrow Coughran  Scarlett Oard
Emory Elser    Chloe Rayl
Sofia Gonsalves   Kailee Rayl
Mina Hartloff    Evelyn Rogers
Silas Hickey     Ryan Saunders
Tristan Hickey   Olivia Smith
Madison Markovsky  Chloe Sun

We thank God for His faithfulness to our growing K.I.D.S. Ministry. We pray for God’s continued blessings 
on all of our Red Hill families and children as they continue to widen their circle, grow in their faith with 
Jesus and that our Red Hill community would continue to be strengthened through the power of the Holy 

Spirit.

For more information about K.I.D.S. Ministry, please contact Beth Stoffregen via email at 
beths@redhillchurch.org.

REACH…RENEW…REJOICE
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will

of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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Plan Now for Summer!
Family Easter Escapade (A Palm Sunday 
experience for preschool and elementary 
families)
April 5th, 11:30am – 1:00pm (immediately 
following the 10:00am Worship Service)
It can be a real challenge to provide age-appropriate 
opportunities for kids to engage with the story of 
Easter!  This event is for preschool and elementary 
aged families, where they will travel from station 
to station and experience key events leading to 
the death and resurrection of Jesus! (Lunch will be 
provided).

SHINE Summit 5th & 6th One Day Retreat
April 25th 8:30am – 3:30pm
Join us for a day of growth, fun, and service 
with hundreds of other 5th & 6th graders at Crean 
Lutheran High School!  Please sign up with Phil 
Gaylor (pgaylor@redhillchurch.org) or Beth 
Stoffregen (beths@redhillchurch.org) to save your 
spot!  Invite your friends!

Confirmation Serves: LOVE TUSTIN
April 25th 8:00am – 1:00pm
Confirmation students and their families are sharing 
God’s love with the community by taking part in 
LOVE TUSTIN, part of the “Love Your Community” 
imitative happening all across the southland on 
that day.  Red Hill is a proud sponsor of this event 
and this year, we will be participants!  Please join 
the movement! Sign up (https://www.lovetustin.org/
communityservice).

BUNCO
May 1st, 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Calling all those who love to have fun, Youth and 
Family is hosting a BUNCO night to benefit youth 
summer camps and missions trips!  This will be a 
fun, fast-paced night that is easy for kids as young 
as 3rd grade, and for students and adults!  Please 
sign up on our website (http://www.redhillchurch.
org/)  to reserve your ticket ($10 presale) or buy 
your tickets for $15 at the door.  We will provide 
heavy snacks but not a full dinner.  Please join us – 
we are really looking forward to being with you!

CONFIRMATION 
May 17th, 10:00am Service
Please join us for this celebration of what God is 
doing in the lives of His middle school students! We 
hope you will come to bear witness, to encourage 
the students, and to share a slice of cake! 

SENIOR CELEBRATION
June 3rd, 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Our eighteen seniors are about to graduate, from 
eight different Orange County high schools!  We will 
celebrate them with a fun party June 3rd and then 
as a church, with a special blessing on June 7th.  If 
you are a parent of a graduate, would you please 
send Shelli a digital copy of their Senior photo? 
(shaynes@redhillchurch.org) We don’t want to leave 
anyone out!

FOCUS Vacation Bible School
June 15th – 19th, 9:00am – 12:15pm 
Join us for a wonderful week as we learn how 
to seek Jesus in each moment, and in every 
circumstance! We are looking for dedicated 
volunteers to join us in making an eternal difference 
in kids’ lives!  Please connect with Carmen 
(cgogosha@redhillchurch.org).  Also, if you can’t 
volunteer that week but know a kid who would be 
blessed by VBS, please sign them up!!
Don’t forget to sign your Middle School kids up for 
Forest Home Summer Camp July 26th – 31th!  Cost 
is $500 and spaces are limited!  Sign up on our 
website (http://www.redhillchurch.org/youth-family/
middle-school)

Lastly, please sign up your high school (8th – 
recent grads) students up for our summer camp 
experience!  This July 12th  – 17th we will travel up 
to Northern CA for houseboats!  The cost is $600 
and space is limited!  Sign up on our website! (http://
www.redhillchurch.org/youth-family/high-school)
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Handing Over the Reins— A True Love Story
By Danalyn Belgen

I have been incredibly blessed to serve on the Red 
Hill Lutheran School Board for 18 years, nine as the 
Chair. The Red Hill Lutheran School Board has gone 
through some incredible leadership over the last 18 
years. When I first served on the School Board, I had 
just finished two years as the PTF President. Lon Re-
cords was the Chair and Leslie Smith was Principal. 
Shortly thereafter, Leslie would be called to Orange 
Lutheran High School. But she wasn’t about to leave 
her beloved Red Hill without a smooth transition. So, 
when Lon’s term came to an end, Leslie took over as 
the School Board Chair. This was a wonderful op-
portunity for me as I learned so much from being on 
the Board under her leadership. At the time, she was 
exploring Policy Based Governance and encouraged 
the Board to head in that direction.

Red Hill was operating smoothly, and Leslie started 
aiming her focus more on Orange Lutheran High 
School. Then, Kari Rigoni was appointed School 
Board Chair. She had a long history of service on the 
School Board, several years before me, and contin-
ues to serve today. Kari and I worked well together 

and helped develop the aforementioned Policy Based 
Governance for the Board. She is still actively help-
ing with the School Board section of the ongoing 
school accreditation report for this current year. 

I was soon appointed to the position of Chair and led 
the Board under the Policy Based Governance mod-
el for approximately two years. The success of the 
School Board helped transform the previous Church 
Council model into the current model of Policy Based 
Governance. As a result, the School Board fell under 
the structure of the Church Board of Directors and 
became very efficient in creating policy and in avoid-
ing micro-managing day-to-day operations. This all 
started with Ken Hays who led the initial establish-
ment of the Board of Directors allowing me to as-
sist in organizing the current model, which I am very 
honored to have been a part of. After the first Board 
of Directors were elected by the congregation, I was 
appointed for another two years as Chair and served 
as the Liaison to the Board of Directors. 
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After I completed two years of service, Peggy Greene 
took over and served a two-year term as Chair. When 
she completed her term, I was re-appointed, and ser-
viced once again. 

This brings us to the fourth and final consecutive term 
of my leadership. It has been a great privilege to work 
with three Principals through the course of my ser-
vice and to have worked with RHLS’ amazing cur-
rent principal, Dr. Paul Marquardt. I have seen the 
School that I love grow into one of the best Christian 
schools in Orange County. My two children were ed-
ucated at  Red Hill Lutheran from preschool through 
eighth grade, and both went on to attend Lutheran 
high schools. My youngest is currently pursuing a 
Christian education at Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity. I believe in Christian education so much that I 
have dedicated my life to serving not only my own 
children, but all of God’s children that attend Red Hill 
Lutheran. Red Hill Lutheran Church and School is 
truly a love story for me.

I have continued to serve because I have seen how 
God works in all the lives of everyone associated 
with Red Hill Lutheran. I’ have seen this Church and 
School continue to grow and share the work of God 
for the last 18 years! 

With new growth and so many more exciting things 
ahead, it is the perfect time for new leadership! If 
you have read School Board news in the Vine, surely 
you have heard that Mark Colon is Vice Chair this 
school year. He is a Godly man who loves Red Hill 
as much as I do. He, and his beautiful wife Jennifer, 
are very active members of Red Hill as are their two 
children; both who have attended Red Hill through 
eighth grade. I had the pleasure of getting to know 
Mark while he was on the Board of Directors. Truly, 
God’s plan was at work when his term ended in time 
to be appointed to the School Board. His knowledge, 
expertise, and faithfulness has been a testament to 
his leadership and dedication to God and Red Hill. 
God has led him to accept the appointment of School 
Board Chair for the 2020-2021 school year. As sad 
and bittersweet as it is for me to hand over the reins, 
I know it is time for him to lead Red Hill Lutheran 
School into God’s future. 

Since this is still a true love story of my respect and 
adoration for Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, 
I won’t be going anywhere. I will be serving anoth-
er term as a Board Member and I look forward to 
serving under Pastor Seth, President, Ken Hays and 
Mark’s leadership.

My prayers are always for our amazing church and 
school. I truly love where God has placed me and I 
know He has amazing things planned for Red Hill 
and for all of you. 
Blessings to all of you for 2020 and I thank you and 
Red Hill for granting me the privilege to serve on the 
School Board for the last 18 years.

It has been true love. 

Red Hill Lutheran 
School Board

Mrs. Danalyn Belgen, Chair
Mrs. Jennifer Brenner

Dr. Mark Colon
Mrs. Carolyn Driscoll

Mrs. Peggy Greene
Mrs. Claire Markovsky

Mrs. Kari Rigoni
Mrs. Sonja Scott
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The Importance of Play in Preschool
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

In early education, a challenge that we often experience is the under-
standing of just how important play is to young children. Academics, 
often given more importance than play and technology, at times is 
replacing important playtime. It’s unfortunate but play is not typi-
cally seen as valuable or essential to learning.  Play is often given as 
a reward, and frequently viewed as an activity separate from learn-
ing. In the preschool ministry, we understand that play is extremely 
important to the growth and development of young children. 

Children all over the world play and know how to play. So much is 
learned through play in the early years that play has been called the 
engine of development.  Children learn many important concepts 
through play. They learn to cope, make sense of life experiences, 
develop critical human skills such as problem solving and self-
regulation. And play stirs imagination. Children learn to take risks, 
communicate their needs with each other, make decisions, and learn 
about themselves, others, and the world. 

It is during active play that we, as professionals, can learn so much 
about the children in our care. From play, teachers can incorporate 
curriculum to help support children’s growth. For example, when we 
watch children building and creating, we can see that they are work-
ing on math and science concepts (classification, 1:1 correspondence, 
symmetry, comparison etc.) 

We encourage this kind of play-based learning because the skills 
children are learning and developing are so important and meaning-
ful.

Let’s play!

Our very loved mud kitchen!

 “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of  heaven belongs 

to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
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Teaching Sound Doctrine and Teaching Soundly
By Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal

“In everything set them an example by doing what is good. 
In your teaching show integrity, seriousness.” Titus 2:7

Paul’s words to Titus exhort us to study, be an example, 
and teach others. 

In 1 Timothy 4:15-16, Paul says, “Be diligent in these 
matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone 
may see your progress. Watch your life and doctrine 
closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will 
save both yourself and your hearers.” This diligence 
will lead others to grow spiritually and find Christ.

Not only do RHLS teachers work hard to ensure that 
the Gospel Message is integrated into everything they 
teach, but they also are diligent in their commitment to 
professional development. They study their teaching 
craft in order to be examples to students of the 
importance of lifelong learning. 

Recently, RHLS teachers, Mrs. Bridgman, Mr. 
Smith, Mrs. Tarkoff, and Mr. Wakita attended a UCI 
presentation by Alan November, former science and 
math teacher, international leader in educational 
technology, and co-founder of the Stanford Institute 
for Educational Leadership. Named one of the nation’s 
fifteen most influential thinkers of the decade by 
Technology and Learning Magazine, his bestselling 
book, Who Owns the Learning: Preparing Students 
for Success in the Digital Age, focuses on creating a 
culture of learning that empowers students to take more 
responsibility for managing their own learning while 
building a collaborative classroom in a digital world. 
Our teachers eagerly brought their learning back to 
our campus and began implementing ideas into their 
classrooms such as digital collaborative notes, digital 
citizenship lessons, and cross-classroom digital book 
clubs. 

RHLS is blessed with an incredibly gifted teaching 
staff. One of the most effective methods of developing 
teachers is to share these gifts and talents through peer 
observations. All teachers at Red Hill Lutheran have 
devoted time in their days to observe other teacher’s 
classrooms, giving praise and feedback, and learning 
new teaching strategies. Acting as an instructional 
coach, middle school math teacher, Mr. Smith has 

hosted several teachers in his room to observe his 
innovative teaching methods and has personally visited 
every elementary classroom to provide teachers’ 
feedback. He also taught two first grade lessons, all in 
the spirit of collegiality, encouragement, and growth. 
Other teachers have visited local schools to evaluate 
our program in relationship to others. We value the true 
giftedness present in our teachers, and their desire to 
continually grow professionally.

RHLS educators tirelessly devote time to sharing 
innovations with their peers. One of these teachers 
is Mr. Wakita, who recently presented Augmented 
and Virtual Reality Google Expeditions and offered 
to bring this technology to all RHLS classrooms. 
The program has been blessed with equipment 
obtained through loans from professional associations 
(ImmersEd VR/AR), grants (Orange County Computer 
Using Educator SEEDS grant), or donation (phones).  
Currently, students participate in teacher-led virtual 
reality instruction to see active volcanoes, to visit 
ocean ecosystems, to see human body systems, 
and the contents of cells (Google Expeditions).  
Students can also take independent tours through the 
International Space Station and pilot a ship through 
our solar system.  Students have also watched as two-
dimensional animals on their reports spring to life in 
three-dimensional projections (with the associated 
chirping, growling, and barking).  With our handheld 
AR cubes students can also hold the solar system in 
their hands!

Without a doubt, teachers at RHLS have committed 
their work to the Lord, so their plans will be established 
(Proverbs 16:3). It is with this commitment that they 
hold fast to this Truth: “And we know that all things 
work together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are the called according to His purpose.” Romans 
8:28. It is our hope and prayer that through continued 
dedication to professional development, we can be an 
example to others.
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Under Construction:  Prepping For God’s Plans For This Summer
By Caroline Elias, Daycare / Enrichment Program Director

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation 
on the rock.  Matthew 7:24-25”
Some of you might be thinking, “Wait, didn’t they just 
remodel the Kidz Zone last summer?”   And, you would 
be right.  This time construction is on my mind because 
of a “small” project at our home.  We are adding a few 
new doors and replacing the flooring in one area.  I 
learned quickly that there really is no such thing as a 
simple construction project - everything seems to be 
out of place and the dust is formidable.  It’s a nuisance, 
but the promised end results make it all worthwhile.  
We are in a construction zone here in the Kidz Zone, 
as well. Prepping for summer programs can seem 
just as messy as any other construction project.  It all 

starts with a solid foundation on God’s Word. Then we 
build up by recruiting teachers, planning curriculum, 
requesting rooms, hiring summer staff, planning 
field trips, and more.  It is a busy season and one that 
can seem overwhelming if we ever lose sight of the 
amazing students we are helping be built-up in Christ 
with each lesson, trip, craft and encouragement to take 
the time to just be a kid.  
If you have a student, I hope you will check out our 
full day or half day summer school options that are 
available throughout the summer here at Red Hill.  
Even if you do not have a student that you will be 
enrolling in one of our class options, please keep us, 
and our amazing students, in your prayers.  Our greatest 
desire is for them to know Jesus as Lord and Savior 
and then to help them take His Word, the Bible, and 
put it into practice so they can be ready for any storm 
that might come their way.    
Check out our amazing themes and a few of the trips 
that are already in the works!

WEEK # Theme and some of our planned field trips*
1

June 8-12
Science - God’s Amazing Universe

Roller skating and Discovery Science Cube

2
June 15-19

VBS - Focus
Rock ‘N Jump Trampoline Park

3
June  22-26

Musical Theater
Swimming and Irvine Valley College Theater Tour

4
June 29-July 2

This Land is Our Land
Riley’s Farm

5
July 6-10

Around the World Adventures
Bowling and Soak City

6
July 13-17

Art All Around
Bowers Museum and Mainplace Mall

7
July 20-24

How Things Work
LA Science Center and Laser Quest

8
July 27-31

Forest Home Neighborhood Day Camp
(This is a full day camp run by FoHo)

9
August  3-7

Good Sports
Angel’s Baseball Game and Irvine Lanes

* This is a sample of our summer field trips and is subject to change.
If you would like more information about these, and any of our other planned programs, please feel free to 
contact me via email at celias@redhillschool.org.
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Conversations With Astronauts
By Sara Bridgeman, Middle School S.T.E.M. Teacher

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human 
beings that you care for them? Psalm 8:3-4
Outerspace has inspired and intrigued human minds 
from the beginning of time. One cannot see a difference 
between an adult and child’s eyes over the excitement 
of shooting stars, rocketry, and astronauts. The 
wonderment and curiosity of outer space brings people 
of all ages and nationalities together to stare into the 
vastness and great unknown of space. 
Darrell Warren, a retired teacher, Amatuer Radio 
Operator, and an ARISS Ambassador, along with his 
friend Liam Kennedy, CEO of ImageBeam Inc. and 
inventor of the ISS Above, brought their love and 
enthusiasm for astronomy to the students and staff at 
RHLS. 
Kindergarten and first grade wiggled in earnest as 
they listened and watched a livestream video of 
students in Ohio speaking to the astronauts currently 
on the International Space Station. “Are those real live 
astronauts, right now!?” One young student questioned 
as they listened to the voice of Luca Parmitano 

coming through a walkie. Darrell gave a HAM radio 
demonstration, while Liam answered questions about 
the International Space station and showed the students 
his amazing ISS Above. Liam’s device, which he 
invented, tracts the ISS and shows live video-feed 
of earth as it nears one’s location. The device shares 
facts and information about the speed, distance, and 
location of the ISS. 
These wonderful speakers gave a more in-depth 
presentation to 5th-8th grade students during their 
lunch break. This was a special STEM Lunch & Learn 
that took place during the 5th-grade preview. The 
older students watched a video about astronaut Anne 
McClain and her beautiful reflections of life while 
dangling over earth outside of the space station. 
“I was connected to earth, I felt and an ownership and 
kindred spirit with earth. A closeness to every human 
on earth. You have this really distinct recognition that 
every single person you will ever meet, you have more 
in common with than you do different.” 
The International Space Station brings people, nations, 
and ages together in joy, and wonderment. We humans 
unite in awe of the Father of Lights. 



The VinePage 42

RHLS’ Performing Arts Department
Entertains our Tustin Community and Beyond!

By Ben Hunter, Instrumental Music Teacher

What a great year is has been with the RHLS Performing Arts Department (PAD)! Our String Orchestra 
performed at Knott’s Merry Farm this year, our Singspiration Choir and Drama elective were involved in 
a performing arts workshop at Disney Land, our Drumline was on the RHL Tustin Tiller Day float when 
we won 1st place, Concert Band performed many times including some background music on Halloween 
and the National Anthem at an Angels game, multiple ensembles performed at our pep rallies, Praise Band 
electives led worship weekly, and PAD had a large part in honoring our VIP and Grandparents this year at 
our Grandparents/VIP Day.  Students are active in this department and glorifying God with their behavior, 
character, and work ethic.
Last week our Concert Band and String Orchestra were featured at our Class Act Family Night.  Students 
performed for the community in our sanctuary and then enjoyed a performance by a wind quintet from 
the Pacific Symphony! Both ensembles will also be performing in Orange Lutheran High School’s 
Youth Instrumental Invitational on Saturday, March 21st.  Students will perform on the beautiful Nechita 
Performing Arts Center stage and be adjudicated by a local college professor and music education guru, Ron 
Nelson.
We have several performances coming up for people to attend!
Tuesday, April 7th 6:30pm 3rd-5th Grade Spring Sing
Friday, April 24th 1:00pm K-2 Spring 
Tuesday, April 28th 6:30pm MS Performing Arts Spring Showcase 
Sunday, May 3rd PAD hopes to make an appearance at the 10:00am service at Red Hill Lutheran Church!
Over the last year, our department has rolled out a donor incentive program. Through this program we 
have seen incredible amounts of generosity in our community. School members and church members 
alike have been coming together and supporting our department. We have received the funds for nice new 
risers, drums, praise band equipment, and much more. Our program has multiplied exponentially over the 
last five to seven years and we owe it to our supportive community.  Music programs cost money to build 
and maintain and we thank all our past, present and future donors for all their support. We are constantly 
assessing and building the program and continue to look toward our community for support as you are able.  
If you are interested in our donor incentive program the different circles can be found below.  We are happy 
to announce our special donor pins are in production and we are waiting for them to ship any day now! 
Donating is as easy as contacting the school office or emailing one of our PAD teachers.

Donor Level
Gift 
Amount

Name in 
RHLS 

Programs

RHLS 
Music 

Pin

Two Reserved Seats 
at any ONE RHLS 
PAD Show per year

Name on 
Plaque in 

Office

Annual 
Donor 
Dinner

Conductors’ 
Circle $1000+ x x x x x
Maestros’ 
Circle $500 - $999 x x x x
Partners’ 
Circle $200 - $499 x x
Patrons’ Circle $100 - $199 x
Friends’ Circle $1 - $99 x
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Thank you to all who came out for an 
incredible night of fun, fellowship & 
fundraising for our 2nd Annual Red Hill 
Lutheran Gala on Saturday, March 
7, 2020 at the premiere event center 
Highway 39 in Anaheim.  Both church 
& school came together and made 
this a rockin’ rollin good time.  With 
costumes, cars, dancing, a live auction, 
a big reveal of future plans for our 
campus, it was a night we won’t soon 
forget! 

RED HILL LUTHERAN SCHOOL

G  A  L  A
2020

G  A  L  A
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

RHLS Preschool teachers

Mark and Jennifer Colon

John and Sheila Dovenmuehler Kale & Chantey Darling

Lori & Scott Browne

Debbie & Ken Hays

Claire Markovsky, Carmen Gogosha, 
Vanessa McDowell

Sonja & Clint Scott

Jessica Bingham, Chantey Darling, Andy 
Nation, Jamie Elser, Carrie Smith
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Funds from this event will help to 
provide new turf for our play yards, 
and help begin our capital campaign 
for new educational facilities.  We will 
also continue to designate funds for 
current technology and transportation 
support for our off campus 
educational trips. 

Chantey Darling

K through 3rd grade teachers

Dancing the Night Away

Meg & Paul Marquardt

Chantey Darling and Andy Nation

Let the bidding begin!

Jessica Parks and Meg Marquardt
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Pentecost—The Power of the Holy Spirit!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Sunday, May 31st, we will celebrate the day of 
Pentecost and begin the Church Season of Pentecost.  
Pentecost has often been referred to as the “birthday 
of church.”  On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
filled the disciples gathered together and God’s mission 
of healing this world through Jesus’ church was begun!  

In the Old Testament era, Pentecost was originally an 
annual feast that followed the Feast of First Fruits, 
also called the “Feast of Weeks” (Leviticus 23:15-22).  
The name “Pentecost” was derived from the Greek 
word “pente” meaning “Fifty,” because it fell fifty 
days after Passover.  Additionally, by the time of the 
New Testament era, Pentecost commemorated Moses’ 
giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.  

As a festival within Judaism, many pilgrims from 
throughout the empire would come to Jerusalem to 
celebrate Pentecost.   It was during this Pentecost 
festival that the disciples were gathered together in the 
upper room, waiting.  Waiting for what?  Throughout 
the Gospel of John, we read that Jesus promised the 
“comforter,” the “helper,” the Holy Spirit, whom He 
would send when He returned to the Father.   For 
example,

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness about me. 27 And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with me from 
the beginning. (John 15.26)

Also, in Acts 1.8, Jesus promised:

 “But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

When Alfred Nobel discovered an explosive element 
that was stronger than anything the world had known 
at the time, he asked a friend and Greek scholar for a 
word that conveyed the meaning of explosive power.  
The Greek word was dunamis, and Nobel named his 
invention “dynamite.”  Dunamis is the same word that 

Jesus used when He told His disciples in Acts 1.8 that 
they would receive power!  On the Day of Pentecost 
the power came—the promised Holy Spirit filled the 
hearts and minds of the disciples and the church was 
born!  And, as the old saying goes, “the world has 
never been the same.”   As author and Pastor Charles 
Stanley writes:

What a difference the Spirit’s indwelling 
presence made in their lives; No longer were 
they fearful men who ran away; nor were they 
people looking out for their own interests. Now 
they were transformed into a cohesive group 
who “were continually devoting themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  And all those 
who had believed were together and had all 
things in common” (Acts 2.42, 44).1

Consider:  the Holy Spirit’s power transformed these 
first-century believers into bold witnesses (Just like 
Jesus said!) for the Gospel.  Prior to Pentecost, Simon 
Peter couldn’t stand up for his faith when a teenage 
girl inquired of Peter if he was “with him,” if he was a 
follower of Jesus.  Peter famously denied three times 
that he knew Jesus!  Yet, after the power of the Holy 
Spirit was unleashed on Pentecost, Peter stood up and 
boldly preached the gospel, resulting in 3,000 people 
being saved.  Peter even refused to deny his faith and 
was crucified upside down, because he said he did not 
deserve to die in the manner of his Savior!

Saul of Tarsus was known as a persecutor of Christians; 
a man who wanted to wipe ou this heretical movement 
of apostate Jews.  After Pentecost, Saul became a 
believer on the Damascus Road, seeing a vision of the 
risen Jesus.  God led Ananias to go and pray for him 
and Saul was then filled with the Holy Spirit.  From 
that moment on, he went out and proclaimed Christ in 
the synagogues.  The transformation was so total that 
his name was changed from Saul to Paul, the man the 
Holy Spirit spoke through to record most of the New 
Testament.

1   Charles Stanley. “The Holy Spirit’s Presence.” In Touch Ministries.
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What we see from Pentecost is that the power of the 
Holy Spirit is for a purpose.  It is not power to be crazy 
or power to do weird things.  It is power to be a witness 
for Jesus; the power to courageously stand up for our 
faith; the power to live the life of a disciple of Jesus.  
This was Luther’s point:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called 
me through the Gospel, enlightened me by his 
gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in the 
true faith; in like manner as He calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 
Church on earth, and preserves it in union 
with Jesus Christ in the true faith; in which 
Christian Church He daily forgives abundantly 
all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and 
will raise up me and all the dead at the last day, 
and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ.  This is most certainly 
true.  (The Small Catechism, “The Explanation 
of the Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed”).

Through Baptism, we are “sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  Since 
Pentecost, every believer receives the Holy Spirit 

through Baptism.  While the disciples and others had 
been Jesus’ followers before Pentecost, there had been 
no “body of Christ” to which they could belong.  On 
Pentecost all that changed.  Now, the Holy Spirit lived 
Jesus’ life through them, and now all people of faith can 
abide in Jesus through His Spirit.  If Jesus is the vine 
and we are the branches, then the Spirit is the “sap” 
equipping us, empowering us, for the Christian life.  
The Spirit seals us in Christ—proof of the promise that 
we are forever in God’s presence (Ephesians 1.13-14).  

Consider this:  At one particular church, Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School, we worship, study, 
connect, pray, serve, teach, and love one another, 
because on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled 
the room, the hearts, and the souls of some people who 
were wondering what’s next, and empowered them to 
go and share the good news that Jesus has come to set 
the world right.  Today, as we look into a future that 
only God knows, we too are given the power to go 
forward in faith—the power of the Holy Spirit—to live 
in and proclaim the good news of the Gospel.  We do 
all of this because of the fulfilled promise of Pentecost.  

May the Spirit of God continue to fill and empower 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, so that this 
community will know Jesus, and make Him known!  
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An Update From the Red Hill Lutheran Church & School 
Endowment Committee

By Ryan Rieches
In 2000, visionary members of our church set up an endowment fund as a means for people to continue their 
Christian stewardship during and beyond their lifetime.
This is a model widely used by Lutheran Churches across America and the great thing is that the gifts that are 
received are left intact in perpetuity and cannot be spent – the fund keeps growing with each gift.
Since 2000, there have been over $450K of gifts received. The committee prudently invests those gifts in stocks 
and bonds with the intention of receiving annual appreciation.
The bylaws state that the committee can distribute up to 75% of that income to worthy causes that help fulfill 
our Red Hill Lutheran Church Vision – Make Christ Centered, emotionally healthy disciples of Jesus – One 
life at a time.  And our Mission – Reach and serve our local community, Equip their hearts, minds and souls, 
and Release them into the world to share God’s love.
In June 2019 the committee distributed $25,000 to these worthy causes: 

•	 $10,000 for RHL School needs-based scholarships
•	 $8,000 for the National Youth Gathering
•	 $5,000 for youth musical equipment and instruments
•	 $2,000 for a youth musical production

Isn’t it wonderful to share God’s gifts in these meaningful ways?
It’s never easy to take about money or planning your own mortality, but if you or your family would like to 
consider giving to the Endowment Fund and creating a legacy, there are many ways to contribute.
For example, consider adding the fund as a beneficiary to your will, estate plan or life insurance. 
Another consideration is to name Red Hill Lutheran Church and School Endowment fund as the preferred 
memorial in lieu of flowers.
If you have any questions, you can reach the Endowment Committee via endowment@redhillchurch.org or 
please see any of the members of the committee – Clint Scott, Chair, Melinda Olmedo, Reporting Secretary, 
Jill St. George, Financial Secretary, Ryan Rieches, Communications, and we welcome our newest member, 
John Woodward.  
We’d be happy to give you more information.

Thank you. God bless you and God bless Red Hill Lutheran Church and School.
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Challenge Vs. Opportunity 
By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community

God has given me a chance to see things from two 
perspectives.   First as a disciple, I am a fellow learner, 
following “The Way” of Jesus personally through 
my own journey of life as events unfold before me.  
Secondly, as a leader in ministry with Red Hill Church, 
I am positioned to share what I’ve learned and help 
to encourage and guide others who are interested in 
pursuing a deeper connection with Jesus in their own 
journey of faith.
The consistent challenge that has presented a “theme” 
of sorts in my life and ministry is endurance or 
perseverance.  I find myself constantly challenged 
with trusting in our Lord’s goodness and care.  I strive 
to hold onto His promise of rescue, yet I continually 
find myself in conflict as to what I believe a good 
and loving God would do to bless my life, and the 
disappointment I encounter when situations don’t work 
out the way I feel they should.  Often my reactive self 
goes to despair, feeling abandoned and questioning 
God’s goodness; wondering if He is really “for me” 
as the scripture promises.   
Thankfully, the community I have cultivated helps me 
remember that Satan wants us to be confused. Through 
the help of their strength in faith, I am able to trust in 
God’s process and just hold on, defeating Satan’s lies 
moment by moment and setting my mind on the truth 
that I am loved, no matter the circumstances.  As a 
result of my small group of trusted companions, I am 
learning to actually turn the table on Satan’s despair, 
to ask God to show me what I can be taught in the 
situations I encounter that will help me grow closer 
and be a guide for others in similar situations.
In my position as a leader at Red Hill, I have the 
opportunity and passion for talking with people and 
encouraging them to find ways to develop their trust 
in God’s truths as I have.  I’ve spoken about the 
concept of “brokenness”.  Webster defines broken as 
damaged.  I can fully understand why no one wants to 
see themselves as damaged!
That said, being broken spiritually, in my mind, is 
related to how we struggle with our character as we 
learn to imitate the example set before us by Jesus 
Christ.  We have to ask ourselves, what are we using 
as a measure of our character; the world’s way or the 
Jesus’ way?

What helps me stay centered on Jesus is using 
Colossians chapters two and three as a reference for 
living a life of resisting the world’s deceptions and 
putting on our “new self” in Christ.  You should read 
it….it can be quite a challenge!   
Living for things above versus living for earthly things 
is certainly difficult.  But it is not impossible when we 
surround ourselves with the people and practices that 
help us build up our faith together in community.   Paul 
encourages this in Col 2:8

See to it that no one takes you captive 
through philosophy and empty deception, 
according to the tradition of men, according to 
the elementary principles of the world, rather 
than according to Christ. (NASB).  

Although God always loves us, whether or not we 
measure up to these standards, I believe He put valuable 
lessons in our midst to help us.  He knows that when 
we can be people who live more for heavenly gifts than 
for things of this earth, joy and peace will come more 
naturally and Satan will have no strongholds over us.  
So ask yourself, are you up for the challenge?  Assess 
where your heart and mind are focused, and if you need 
help, seek a small group of friends to study His word 
and practice “The Way” of Jesus.
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The Holy Observance of Memorial Day
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

During the month of May we once again have the honor 
of observing Memorial Day.  Memorial Day, this year 
observed on May 25th, originally called Decoration 
Day, is a day of solemn remembrance; remembering 
those who have died protecting our Country and 
fighting for our freedoms.  On the first Decoration Day, 
General James Garfield made a speech at Arlington 
National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants decorated 
the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate 
soldiers buried there from the Civil War.
The freedoms that we enjoy in America (and often take 
for granted), came at a great cost:  the lives of dedicated 
men and women who put their country before self, 
and the good of the Nation before comfort and ease.  
Many of our own Red Hill family have immediate 
family members and friends who fought bravely and 
selflessly in our Nation’s battles.  On this Memorial 

Day, we thank God for them and pray for their families 
who also endured great sacrifice.   

Commenting on Memorial Day, theologian Ed Stetzer 
writes:
At times like this, I’m always struck by the teaching of 
Jesus where he said, “Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 
15:13).  And, yes, I immediately connect that to Christ.  
In other words, on a day when we remember those 
who gave their lives I’m drawn to dwell on the fact 
that Christ laid down his life.  So, thank you soldiers-- 
past and present-- for the freedoms you protect.  And, 
thank you that because of those freedoms, we can tell 
the good news of the gospel of the perfect one who 
laid down His life.
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Thank You!
We were named the “Best of 2020” 

 Tustin Places of Worship
We thank our members and families for this honor, and look forward to 

many more years of watching our church and school family grow!
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Dates to RemembeR

13200 Red Hill Ave, Tustin, CA 92780 | redhillchurch.org | redhillschool.org | 714-544-3131

Palm Sunday
April 5th 8:30am and 10:00am 
Worship with the procession of palms

Maundy Thursday
April 9th, 12:00 noon and 7:00pm 
Worship with Holy Communion

Good Friday
April 10th12:00 noon and 7:00pm 
Tenebrae Worship Service

Easter Sunday
April 12th

8:00am Classical Worship
9:30am Contemporary Worship
11:00am Classical Worship

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 10th

Memorial Day
Monday, May 25th

Red Hill Lutheran Church Music Ministry presents
“Tour of Italia” Concert
Sunday June 8th at 4:00pm
Red Hill Lutheran Chancel Choir, Orchestra and Soloists
Featuring Mozart’s “Solemn Vespers” and musical selections from our trip to Italy


