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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5

Dear Friends,
Well, I do not have to tell you it’s been quite a challenging year! Roughly six months into our ministry year, 
Covid-19 shuts down the world! However, because of your prayers, support, faithfulness, and generosity, 
we continued to offer our ministers virtually and ultimately in person again, finishing out our ministry year 
strong! As we near the end of the summer season, I hope you have had time to rest, renew, and reconnect 
with family and friends.

As we begin a new ministry and fiscal year (September 2020 to August 2021), in this edition of The Vine, 
you will read about the many ways that you can be involved and participate in the life of our church. While 
at this moment (early September), we are in the process of determining when we will reopen other areas 
of our ministry (youth programs, Bible studies, etc.), many of our programs will continue to be offered 
virtually. Additionally, we will regularly record and post on our website, spiritual growth resources that will 
help you grow in your relationship with Jesus and with each other, so that together, as brothers and sisters in 
Christ, we can serve our community, bringing glory to our Father in heaven (Matthew 5.17).

The autumn season is a perfect time to “reset;” to get back into (or continue) the rhythms of the spiritual 
life.  Our hope and prayer is that you find a true home at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, joining us in 
fulfilling Jesus’ Great Commission:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” (Matthew 28.18-20)      

God’s blessings to you!

In Christ,

Pastor Seth  
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Dear Red Hill Family,
The theme for the 2020-2021 Ministry Year will be: “A New Creation,” based on 2 Corinthians 5.17-18:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation…”

 
At the heart of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the truth 
that we have been forgiven, redeemed, and reconciled 
to God through Jesus Christ, and that through this 
reconciliation, we receive a new life; we are literally 
a new creation! This new life flows from our union 
with Jesus Christ, or as Saint Paul describes, being “in 
Christ.” Paul’s repeated use of the phrase “in Christ” 
(ἐν Χριστός), reflects the intimate and personal nature 
of the believer’s relationship with Jesus. Scripture 
describes this reality of our new life in Christ in 
various ways. For example, by virtue of being “in 
Christ,” we receive a new heart (Ezekiel 36.26); we 
are regenerated, renewed and justified (John 3.5-8; 1 
Corinthians 6.11); the “old self” has been put off so 
that the “new self” can be put on (Ephesians 4.22-24)!  

Additionally, this union makes possible a mutual 
indwelling; the believer is in Christ and Christ is in 
the believer. The natural outcome of being a “new 
creation” in Christ, and Christ living in and through 
the believer, is a lifestyle that reflects the truths and 
values of the Kingdom of God, at the heart of which, 
is a commitment to interpersonal reconciliation 
and love. As New Testament commentator Michael 
Gorman describes, “To be in Christ is to have life and 
to be alive to God (Romans 6.11; 8.1-2); it is to live 
according to certain ethical norms (Romans 9.1); it is 
to be a part of a community, a body (Romans 12.5); 
and it is to possess certain convictions and attitudes 
(Romans 14.14; 15.17).”1

Scripture repeatedly affirms that our life in Christ is a 
gift of pure grace; a grace that flows from the very heart 
of the Triune God! In love, God the Father reaches out 
to a lost and alienated humanity, offering forgiveness, 
rescue, and reconciliation. God the Father did this 
through God the Son, who lived the life we do not live 
and died the death that we deserve, thus overcoming 
sin, death, and the powers of evil. It is through the 
power of God the Holy Spirit that the work of the Son 
1  Michael J. Gorman. Participating in Christ (Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan: Baker Academic, 2019).

is appropriated to the believer, and now the believer 
is empowered to live like Jesus. Consequently, the 
believer is a new creation in Christ Jesus! It is this 
Trinitarian source of our new life in Christ that Saint 
Paul repeatedly affirms throughout his letters. For 
example, in Roman 8, Paul describes our union with 
Christ, as well as the new life that flows from this union, 
using clear, Trinitarian language (I have italicized the 
references to the Trinity):

“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ 
is in you, although the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.” 
(Romans 8.9-11)

Commenting on this text, Michael Gorman notes:
Paul is saying that he and all believers are 
located in the crucified and resurrected Messiah 
and Lord whose name is Jesus. And this reality 
reminds us, furthermore, that our participation 
in the Messiah is possible only because God 
the Father has first participated with us by 
being present in the Messiah Jesus, a presence 
revealed both in the Messiah’s incarnation 
and death and in his ongoing resurrected life 
... that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:19).2

As we see in Romans 8, as well as throughout all of 
the New Testament, our union with Jesus Christ is 
made possible through the grace and love of God the 
Father, through the Son, by the power of the Holy 
2 Ibid.
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

Spirit. As Lutherans, we believe that the new life in 
Christ offered to us, begins with the Holy Spirit calling 
us through the Gospel and enlightening us with His 
gifts.3 In response to the Holy Spirit’s call, the believer 
is Baptized “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.”4 It is through the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism that:

Our gracious Heavenly Father liberates us 
from sin and death by joining us to the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
are born children of a fallen humanity; in the 
waters of Baptism, we are reborn children of 
God and inheritors of eternal life. By water 
and the Holy Spirit, we are made members of 
the Church which is the body of Christ. As we 
live with Him and with His people, we grow in 
faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.5

In this description of what is accomplished through 
Holy Baptism, we arrive 
at a paradox. When we 
are Baptized into Christ 
Jesus (union), we are 
immediately a new creation 
in Christ; this is an already, 
accomplished real i ty. 
Scripture is clear that when 
we are placed “in Christ,” 
what is true of Jesus is true 
of His people—now! As 
Pastor and author Greg 
Boyd writes:

By placing us in 
Christ’s death to sin, the Father makes us 
dead to sin. By placing us in Christ’s life, the 
Father makes us alive. By placing us in Christ’s 
holiness, the Father makes us perfectly holy. 
And by placing us in Christ’s loveliness, the 
Father makes us lovely. The Almighty says so!6

3  These words come from Martin Luther’s explanation of the 
work of the Holy Spirit as confessed in the Third Article of the Apostle’s 
Creed. See Martin Luther. Luther’s Small Catechism (Saint Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, 1986). 
4  As a Christian tradition that practices “Infant Baptism,” as Lu-
therans, we still affirm that the Holy Spirit is calling the child to the waters 
of Baptism. It is just that this is happening through the faith of the parents, 
who, through Baptism, bring their children into the covenant community. 
5 “The Sacrament of Holy Baptism.” In, The Lutheran Book of Wor-
ship (Minneapolis, Minnesota: Augsburg Publishing House, 1978).
6  Greg Boyd. Seeing is Believing (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker 
Books, 2004)

And, at the same time, this new life in Christ needs to 
be believed and nurtured. Again, in the words of our 
Baptismal liturgy, “We are born children of a fallen 
humanity.” We are born into, live, and relate in a 
fallen, broken world. We struggle personally with sin, 
insecurities, hurts, habits, and hang ups, as well as 
familial, cultural and social systems that conflict with 
our true identity in Christ. Turning again to Greg Boyd, 
he helpfully articulates both the paradox and struggle 
of our new life in Christ:

If we are truly righteous in Christ Jesus, why 
should Paul need to remind us to live righteous 
lives? If we are new creations and have a new 
nature (2 Cor. 5:17), why do we still struggle 
with sin? If I am filled with God’s Spirit, the 
Spirit of love, joy, and peace, why do I yet 
struggle with a lack of love, joy, and peace? 
… You see, God doesn’t destroy who we are 
with all of our memories, our habits, or our 

past associations when 
He recreates us in Christ 
Jesus. He rather seeks 
to transform all of our 
memories, habits, and 
past associations on the 
basis of our re-created 
identities. As we all know 
from experience, this takes 
time.7 

God’s ongoing work of 
creating and nurturing His 
new creations in Christ, 

in Boyd’s words, God’s desire to “transform all of 
our memories, habits, and past associations on the 
basis of our re-created identities,” is accomplished 
through the ministry of the church! Again, this is what 
is promised through our Baptism. As our Baptismal 
liturgy describes, “We are made members of the church 
which is the body of Christ. As we live with Him and 
with His people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience 
to the will of God.” 

The ministry of the church (our ministry) is to form 
Christ-like disciples who rest in and live out our true 
identities in Christ. And, this ministry takes many 
forms: The church is a hospital for sinners, proclaiming 
in word and deed that God loves this broken world, 
desiring to forgive and heal. The church is a spiritual 
7  Ibid.
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school which seeks to make disciples of Jesus through 
Baptizing, teaching, and serving. The church is a 
community of faith where believers are reminded of 
their true identity in Christ, and provided opportunities 
and resources to deepen their relationship with Jesus 
and others. The church is the body of Christ, which God 
feeds with His Word and Holy Sacraments, nourishing 
our union with Jesus Christ. The church is a family of 
faith, where disciples of Jesus encourage and support 
one another in their common lives of faith and mission. 
Finally, the church is a disciple-making community 
that knows and celebrates that…   

To be in Christ is to be a new creation (cf. 
Gal. 6:15). This new creation is brought about 
by the Holy Spirit, the Agent of regeneration 
(Titus 3:5) and the Giver of divine birth (John 
3:3, 6–8). God’s new creative work, begun in 
each one who believes in Christ, will one day 
be consummated on a universal scale (Rev. 
21:4–5). The old life of slavery to self and sin 
has gone (2 Cor. 5:16; cf. Rom. 6:6–14; Eph. 
4:22; Col. 3:9). The new life of devotion to 
Christ means that one has new attitudes and 
actions (cf. 2 Cor. 5:14–15; Rom. 6:4; Eph. 
4:23–5:2).8

The ministries of Red Hill Lutheran Church and 
School all seek to fulfill Jesus’ mandate to make 
disciples (Matthew 28.19ff); disciples who are new 
creations in Christ Jesus, being transformed day-by-
day through the power of Holy Spirit, and equipped 
to be faithful in this cultural moment. Consequently, 
our purpose, mission, vision, strategy, as well as the 
desired outcomes of our ministries (targets), describes 
the culture and climate we seek to create as a disciple-
making church.  

Purpose, Vision, Mission, Values, and Ministry 
Targets of Red Hill Lutheran Church
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School exists through 
the command, promises, and power of the Triune 
God.  In the Gospel of Matthew, we receive Jesus’ 
commission and promise:

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples 

8  D.K. Lowery. 2 Corinthians. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck 
(Eds.). The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 
1985).

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28.18-20)

In this “Great Commission,” Jesus both commands 
His church what to do and what to become; a 
community of growing disciples who, through word 
and lifestyle, encourage others to become disciples of 
Jesus.  A disciple is one called through the Gospel to 
be a student, an apprentice of Jesus.  At Red Hill, our 
working definition of a disciple is:

“A person, who day by day surrenders to the 
divine call through Jesus, and through the Holy 
Spirit, is learning to live his or her life as Jesus 
would live it, for the purpose of loving God and 
one another.”  

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that God calls all 
Christian through the Gospel and continues to feed 
and equip His disciples through Word and Sacrament 
for faithful living.   In obedience to God’s Word, our 
purpose, vision, mission, core values, and ministry 
targets, inform and guide our disciple-making efforts:

Our Purpose (Why We Exist): “Know Christ.  Make 
Christ known.”

Vision Statement (What We Aim to Achieve): 
“Making Christ Centered, Emotionally Healthy 
Disciples of Jesus, One life at a time.”

Mission Statement (How We Will Achieve Our 
Vision): “Reach and serve our local community, Equip 
their hearts, minds, and souls, and Release them into 
the world to share God’s love.”

Core Values (Commitments that Guide Us)

•	 Worship through Word and Sacrament – We 
believe the heart of the church’s ministry is the 
corporate Worship of the Triune God through 
Word and Sacrament.  Through the corporate 
Worship services, God meets us and serves us 
through His means of grace.  Our commitment 
is to preach the Gospel in its purity and truth, 
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and administer the Sacraments as prescribed 
by Scripture. (Deuteronomy 6.4-5; John 4.23-
24) 

•	 Biblically Faithful – We believe the Bible 
to be the inspired and inerrant Word of God 
and His Word is the basis for all we do. (John 
8.31-32; 2 Timothy 3.16)

•	 Lutheran Theological Identity – We believe 
that the Lutheran Confessions, as explicated 
in the Book of Concord, are a pure exposi-
tion of the Word of God. As such the Confes-
sions ground us in the Gospel: “Grace alone, 
through faith alone, in Christ alone, revealed 
through Scripture alone, for the glory of God 
alone.” (John 10.27-30; Romans 3.21-26)

•	 Christ Centered – We believe the church is 
called through the Gospel of God’s grace 
received through faith; we are saved and 
justified through Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection.  Everything we do must flow 
from our relationship with Jesus Christ. (Mark 
1.14-15; Luke 9.23-25) 

•	 Emotionally Healthy – We believe that spiri-
tual maturity and emotional health are in-
separable.  Emotionally Healthy Disciple-
ship (EHD) is a commitment to the whole 
person—body, mind, and soul, through every 
stage of life.  Emotional health involves our 
relationships with God and others, focusing 
on how our needs, vulnerabilities, patterns 
of communication, and ways of understand-
ing our emotions impact those relationships.  
Emotional Health flows from one’s identity in 
Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spir-
it transforming the deep places in the soul, 
where our true self, as created in the image 
of God, exists. (Matthew 5.21-48; Ephesians 
2.11-22)   

•	 Disciples – We believe a disciple is a “student,” 
an “apprentice,” of Jesus—we are learning 
how to live our lives as Jesus would live them.   
We grow and deepen our discipleship through 
specific, spiritual disciplines (Worship, Bible 
Study, Biblical Community, Prayer, and 
Servanthood).  As we grow as disciples of 

Jesus (Christ-Centered), and experience the 
Spirit’s transforming power in our emotional 
lives (emotional health), we will be equipped 
to love God and others to the glory of God. 
(Matthew 28.19-20; Mark 12.28-31) 

•	 Christian Maturity – We believe in foster-
ing spiritual growth through Worship, Bible 
study, Biblical Community, Prayer, and Ser-
vanthood/Evangelism. (Acts 2.42-43; Philip-
pians 2.12-13) 

•	 Mission Driven – We believe in helping mem-
bers achieve their highest potential to fulfill 
God’s calling to reach out boldly to others. 
(Matthew 28.18-20; Matthew 25.31-46)

 Accountability to God and Others – We 
believe that God blesses us with abundant 
spiritual and material gifts and out of love and 
gratitude; we use them effectively in service 
to Him and to each other. (Romans 12; 2 
Corinthians 8-9)

Ministry Targets (What We “Aim at” through Our 
Ministries)

•	 Target 1: Vibrant Worship. A growing num-
ber of participants are personally engaged in 
relevant, Gospel centered, and uplifting Word 
and Sacrament worship experiences, building 
a more intimate relationship with God. 

•	 Target 2: Enthusiastic Study of God’s 
Word.   An expanding number of people who 
are fervently studying God’s Word (Bible 
Studies, Small Groups, Solitude and Silence, 
Student Ministries, Preschool, Day School, 
Sunday school, etc.) resulting in a more vi-
brant faith life.  We seek to know:

 o What we believe 
 o Why we believe 
 o The implications of the above 

•	 Target 3: Community Life. Support and meet 
the needs of those we serve in all stages of 
their lives through our school, small groups, 
classes, seminars, retreats, and the develop-
ment of healthy relationships characterized 
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by professionalism, openness, trust, and care. 
Likewise, we encourage the discovery and 
practice of our members’ God-given spiritual 
gifts, hearts, abilities, personalities, and expe-
riences so that they may be active participants 
and leaders in our ministry and mission field. 

•	 Target 4: Congregational Care. The mutual 
care and support of those who are experienc-
ing illness, crisis, grief, and life-transitions. 
This is accomplished through pastoral care, 
congregational care, small groups, and life 
development classes. 

•	 Target 5: Mission and Service.  An ever-in-
creasing number of people are accepting our 
invitation to live a life of sharing the Gospel 
through missions, social concerns, and shar-
ing the Jesus story (Evangelism and action). 

The Disciple-Making Process or “Catechesis.”
In addition to Jesus’ commission for the church to 
go and make disciples (Matthew 28.19ff), Jesus also 
made clear that goal of discipleship is to love. Asked 
one day what is the greatest commandment in Scrip-
ture, Jesus answered:

“The most important one … is this: ‘Hear, O Is-
rael, the Lord our God, the Lord is one, 30Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.’ 31The second is this: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself,’ There is no com-
mandment greater than these.” (Mark 12.28-
31) (This is often referred to as “The Great 
Commandment”)

Consequently, the work of the church is making disci-
ples who are growing in love—love for God, others, 
and self. How is this done? In the New Testament, 
one of the descriptions of the church’s work is “build-
ing up” believers in Christ. Writing to the church in 
Ephesus, Saint Paul describes how God “builds” His 
church:

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the shepherds and teach-
ers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of minis-
try, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until 

we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer 
be children, tossed to and fro by the waves 
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceit-
ful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the 
whole body, joined and held together by ev-
ery joint with which it is equipped, when each 
part is working properly, makes the body grow 
so that it builds itself up in love.” (Ephesians 
4.11-16)

In this text, we can see both the nature and conse-
quences of this “building up” followers of Christ. The 
body of Christ, the church, is to be a faith commu-
nity that is united in its desire to follow Jesus through 
learning the truths of God’s Word, all for the purpose 
of growing in love; love for God and for others. For 
example, in Acts 2.42, Luke tells us that the early 
church was being “built up” in this very way: 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teach-
ing and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.”

As the church continued to spread throughout the an-
cient world, the teaching ministry of the church was 
central to the continuing work of making disciples for 
faithful living. The Greek word used for “teaching” 
was katecheo meaning, “to share a communication 
that one receives” and “to teach, instruct.”  The Eng-
lish derivative word, “catechesis” reflects the Greek 
usage and describes the process of teaching and/or 
instruction. According to theologians J.I. Packer and 
Gary Parrett, “Catechesis is the church’s ministry of 
grounding and growing God’s people in the Gospel 
and its implications for doctrine, devotion, duty, and 
delight.”9  Christian author and Pastor Randy Frazee 
adds: “What the church urgently needs to do is to es-
tablish the biblical mission of seeing Christ-formed 
individuals…The second thing the church must do is 
define, as Dallas Willard has suggested, a ‘recognized, 
reasonable, theologically and psychologically sound 
approach to spiritual growth,’ or Christ forming.”10 
9  J.I. Packer and Gary Parrett. Grounded in the Gospel. (Grand 
Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2010).
10  Randy Frazee. The Connecting Church (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 



redhillchurch.org Page 9

At Red Hill, catechesis remains our strategy for mak-
ing Christ-like disciples who are growing in their 
relationship with Jesus and with others. Our goal 
is to offer our members a ministry of “growing and 
grounding in God’s Word,” along with a “reasonable, 
theologically and psychologically sound approach to 
spiritual growth.” Consequently, our strategy of mak-
ing (catechizing) disciples will involve two, interre-
lated processes: A Personal and a Corporate Strategy. 
It is my belief that these two strategies will provide a 
holistic means of catechesis in our church.  

The Personal and Corporate Disciple-Making 
Strategies 
Discipleship is a daily journey of being called to live in 
Christ, to be equipped to live like Christ, and sent out 
into the world to live for Christ!  The disciple-making 
purpose, vision, and mission of Red Hill, are fulfilled 
through two, interrelated strategies: The Personal and 
a Corporate Strategies. These two strategies answer 
two specific questions: How are disciples made and 
what does a disciple look like in our particular faith 
community?  

The Personal Strategy:  Spiritual Disciplines. 
In order for disciples to grow in faith and deepen 
their love for God and others, particular, spiritual 
disciplines are necessary. Disciples need disciplines! 
Biblically and historically, there are five, core, spiritual 
disciplines through which the Holy Spirit equips 
disciples to follow Jesus:  

•	 Worship (Word and Sacrament)
•	 Bible Study (Reading and Applying God’s 

Word)
•	 Biblical Community (Emotionally healthy 

connecting with others in groups and daily 
life) 

•	 Daily Prayer (Solitude and Silence)
•	 Servanthood (Serving God and others at and 

beyond the church)

As individual disciples commit to and engage these 
five spiritual disciplines, faith is developed, deepened, 
and practiced in the daily life of a disciple of Jesus. 
As individual disciples join together in a corporate, 
spiritual community, there is mutual encouragement, 
challenge, and support.  

Zondervan, 2001).

The Corporate Strategy:  The Pathway of Disciple-
ship 

Corporately, The Pathway of Discipleship is a directed 
process through which disciples are encouraged 
to take “next steps” in their spiritual growth. We 
continue to use the graphic of a baseball as a visual 
of the corporate process. Each “base” has a core class 
that offers direction in, and an understanding of, that 
particular “step” in the life of discipleship. And, as 
can be seen, all four “steps” in the corporate strategy 
revolve around the heart of the Christian life—Worship 
(Magnification)!

The core class at each “base”/ “step” provides Biblical 
and theological study related to that “base”/ “step” and 
prepares disciples for the next “base”/ “step” on the 
pathway) These core classes are:

•	 Class 101: “New Member Class: 101” 
(Membership class). 

•	 Class 201: “Growing Deeper” (Understanding 
and practicing the core, Spiritual Disciplines). 

•	 Class 301: “Finding My Fit”    (Discovering 
spiritual gifts for ministry and servanthood).               

•	 Class 401: “Mission: Possible” (Finding a life 
mission).   
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The Marks of Discipleship: What Does a Disciple 
look like?

As Jesus commanded, His disciples are to love 
God, others, and self, with all they have! When 
we love in this way, Jesus said we will be known 
by our love (John 13.35). Red Hill’s mission of 
making disciples, who are equipped through the 
personal and corporate strategies of discipleship, 
will result in lives that express distinctive “Marks 
of Discipleship;”11 Biblical characteristics and at-
titudes that reflect a lifestyle committed to loving 
God and others. A Christ-Centered, Emotionally 
Healthy Disciple, will express these distinctive 
“marks:”   

*Receives and Celebrates God’s Grace in Jesus 
Christ. (Grace)

*Submits to the Lordship of Christ in One’s Life. 
(Glory)

*Growing Understanding and Application of Biblical 
Truth and  Worldview. (Growth)

*The Development of One’s True Humanity through 
Jesus. (Growth)

*Growing in Relational Health and Community. 
(Groups)

*Gives of Self, Time, and Possessions in Thanksgiving 
and Glory to God. (Giving)

Each “mark,” can be summed up in one key word: 
Grace, Glory, Growth, Groups, and Giving—The 
“G-5.”

Emotionally Healthy Discipleship (EHD).
As key aspect of our discipleship at Red Hill, is our 
commitment to “Emotionally Healthy Discipleship” 
(EHD). A core belief of EHD is that “Emotional 
health and spiritual health are inseparable. It is not 
possible to be spiritually mature while remaining 
emotionally immature.”12 EHD leads us to integrate 
our discipleship, our theologies, and our Biblical 
worldview with every aspect of our lives, particularly 
the everyday relationships common to all: our families 
of origin, our nuclear family, our friendships, work 
relationships, and neighborhood. Through EHD, we 

11  See Appendix 3 for complete detail and scriptural foundations of 
the Marks of Discipleship.     
12  Pete Scazzero. Emotionally Healthy Spirituality (Nashville: Integ-
rity Publishers, 2006).

affirm that we are beloved children of God and that our 
identity is rooted in God’s love for us through Jesus 
Christ. It is from this foundation that all of our other 
relationships flow, giving us the freedom and power 
to love others in ways that honor true personhood and 
recognize the divine image within all people. In EHD, 
we learn how to:

•	 Rest in the grace and love of Jesus.  
•	 Be honest and clear in our communications 

with one another.  
•	 Resolve conflict in a Biblically healthy way.
•	 “Fight fair.”
•	 Affirm one’s limits and the limits of others.
•	 Understand, celebrate, grieve, forgive, and be 

healed from, family of origin issues.

As I have said every year since we began this EHD 
journey, it is my continuing conviction that if we are to 
be known as a church and school where the deep issues 
of life are honestly and Biblically explored, and that 
people can learn how to relate in healthy, God-honoring 
ways, we will truly make a difference in people’s lives 
and in this community! 
As we begin another ministry year, let us never forget 
that through all of the many programs and events we 
offer, our ministry is with and for, people; human 
hearts and lives transformed by the love and grace of 
Jesus! In other words, we do not want to just provide 
“stuff” for people to do, but rather opportunities and 
spiritual disciplines that deepen their love for Jesus as 
well as their increasing understanding of Jesus’ love 
for them, in the midst of a broken and challenging 
world!  
Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension, 
followed by the day of Pentecost, transformed a once 
timid and fearful group of disciples into a community 
of disciples that boldly expressed their faith and love 
for Jesus, launching a worldwide movement that 
continues to this day! The ongoing commitment of the 
staff and leadership of Red Hill Lutheran Church and 
School is to continue to be the Holy Spirit empowered, 
“Lutheran branch” of this Jesus movement!         
I look forward to joining with you as we seek to follow 
Jesus in this time and place!
In Jesus’ love,
Pastor Seth 
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Challenges and Our Mission
By Dr. Ken Hays, President, Board of Directors

The challenges facing Red Hill Lutheran so far this year 
have been unprecedented.  It is rather amazing to me 
that such a sweeping statement is so obviously true!
That said, Red Hill Lutheran Church and School has 
prevailed through tough times in the past.  Christ 
really does do HIS work here and, especially during 
hard times, it shows.  Red Hill’s stated purpose is to 
“Know Christ” and to “Make Christ known.”  Our 
mission statement is as follows: Reach and serve our 
local community, equip their hearts, minds and souls, 
and release them into the world to share God’s love. 
In the past several months we have found new ways 
to reach and serve our local community, and to equip 
their hearts, minds and souls, despite COVID-19.
We initiated an excellent online worship service on very 
short notice.  With the help of several of our talented 
church members who acted quickly to ensure that we 
would still be able to provide a meaningful worship 
experience to our members and our community,  Red 
Hill’s livestreaming capabilities seem to improve and 
get smoother each week.  
We also found other ways to Reach and Serve: We 
instituted a “Drive Through” Communion service that 
was even featured in the Orange County Register!  In 
addition, we rapidly adjusted our in-sanctuary worship 
services to reduce COVID-19 transmission risk while 

still maintaining a reverential character.
Meanwhile, our Christian Day School made the 
transition to distance learning with a minimum of 
disruption, making Red Hill somewhat of a model 
for other schools. We also applied for and received an 
operating waiver from the Orange County Health Care 
Agency, something that seemed unlikely at the time.  
Red Hill Lutheran School is now open and helping to 
“Make Christ known.”
Through all of this, the congregation has been fully 
faithful in terms of giving.  And, our finance team did 
not miss a beat.  We quickly applied for and received 
first-round government funding to assist with the 
impact of COVID-19 on our cash flow.
My overall observation of these unprecedented 
challenges, and Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, 
is consistent; Christ’s work is here.  Through Him, we 
always seem to get through quite successfully, and 
to grow.  This is not to minimize the hard work that 
anyone, from Pastor Seth on down, does at Red Hill.  
Christ obviously works through them, too!
We will undoubtedly continue to face challenges in 
the coming months and into the future.  But, if we 
continue to be steadfast, the fruit Jesus produces here 
will continue to be amazing.

Pastor Seth; Director of Worship, Marty Schaefer; Dr. Ken Hays
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Fall Sermon Series
“Who Needs God?” (September-October)

While the church has faced resistance, persecution, 
and condemnation in every age and cultural milieu, 
as well as internal, theological and doctrinal threats, 
in this current cultural moment, the church faces 
some significant challenges in its mission in the 
world. For example, statistics report an increasing 
number of younger people do not identify with any 
religion. According to the Pew Research Center, 
these so-called “Nones,” make up roughly 23% of 
the U.S. adult population. Even Christian families are 
concerned that their children are “drifting away” from 
Christianity, often for various reasons. One of these 
reasons is that the faith and beliefs that these young 
Christians possess, are often ridiculed and attacked in 
their schools, as well as within the dominant, popular 
culture. 

Relatedly, in the current cultural climate, the church 
as a whole is facing an increasingly hostile culture 
that rejects Biblical truth and values, promoting 
instead, secular individualism and “tolerance” as 
the only “absolute truth.” Internally, (and the Covid 
crisis has not helped this), even for those who identify 
as “committed Christians,” Worship attendance, 
engagement in personal, spiritual disciplines, and 

living one’s life according to Biblical truths are in 
decline. Finally, as our culture continues to emulate 
the autonomous individual as “sovereign,” denying that 
there should be any constraints on individual choice or 
lifestyle, particularly religious constraints, it’s worth 
asking the question: Who needs God?

While the above issues can certainly be daunting for 
the church today, we must remember the promise of 
Jesus concerning His church. Responding to Peter’s 
confession that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” Jesus assures:

“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I 
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it…” (Matthew 16.17-
18) (Italics mine)

The “gates of hell,” in the Greek text, Hades, is a 
familiar Semitic expression for the threshold of 
death, a figure of speech, meaning, what causes a 
person to enter hell. “The gates of hell are wicked 



redhillchurch.org Page 13

doctrines, which seduce men and bring them to 
hell.”1 Consequently, the church’s mission is to 
“storm” those very gates, confronting the lies, 
hate, death, and fear that are symptoms of the real 
disease: sin, death, and the power of the devil. The 
way the church storms the gates of hell is through 
its proclamation of the Gospel of love, grace, 
forgiveness and new life found in Jesus Christ!  

The very challenges the church faces today (and 
always) are also an opportunity to recall the 
mission of the church: To be and make disciples 
of Jesus Christ who are growing in love for God 
and others, re-presenting the Kingdom of God 
on earth as in heaven! As author Blake Hartung 
notes, for the first time since antiquity, the Western 
church exists in a largely non-Christin society. “The 
church today can learn from the church of the first-
century. In the midst of aggressive condemnation,  
accusatory questioning, misunderstanding, and 
even mockery—the church maintained a “winsome 
engagement” while maintaining faithfulness to our 
convictions?”2 According to the church Father, 
Tertullian:

The church was open to all who desired to 
know Jesus who was THE way, truth, and 
life!  Their allegiance was to Jesus alone! It 
was the church’s commitment to, and love for 
Jesus, that prohibited them from participating 
in the religio (tribalism) of the ancient world.  
Understanding themselves to be forgiven 
and reconciled to God through Christ and 
Christ alone, as well as under the authority of 
Scripture that defined the community of faith, 
disciples of Jesus lived faithfully amidst an 
often hostile environment.  While the ancient, 
dominant culture did certainly view Christians 
as an oddity, even dangerous, still, even the 
critics of Christianity had to confess, “Look 
how they love one another.”3  

This series will examine how, in the midst of this 
cultural moment, the church can be a community 
of faith where all people can experience the love of 

1  The Venerable Bede. Quoted in, Lutheran Study Bible (Saint 
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
2  Blake Hartung. “Back to the Future.” In Modern Reformation 
Journal (November-December 2017: Volume 26, No. 6.
3 Tertullian of Carthage. Apology 39.7. 

Jesus Christ and find in Jesus, their true identity as a 
child of God in Jesus Christ, learning to live out that 
identity in one’s day-to-day life!  Here is what we will 
be exploring through this series:

•	 September 6th: “Drifting Away”  
•	 September 13th: “What About Doubt?”
•	 September 20th: “When I Don’t Understand”
•	 September 27th: “The God of Jesus”
•	 October 4th: “I Do”

“Living in the Two Kingdoms” 
(October-November)

Martin Luther’s doctrine of the “Two Kingdoms,” 
reflects the Biblical understanding that God works 
through two, very different structures. Using the 
language of his day, Luther believed that Scripture 
clearly revealed that God “rules” through: The 
“kingdom” of secular government, and the “Kingdom” 
of the Church. While God does work through both, 
each kingdom has distinctive responsibilities and must 
not be confused with the other. 

Through the “human realm,” of secular government, 
God is at work in human life through structures, 
laws, and principles commonly operative in political, 
economic, and cultural institutions that affect the life 
and the good of all people. In the “spiritual realm,” 
the church, God works through the Gospel and the 
Sacraments, to effect faith and salvation for those who 
follow Jesus as Lord and Savior. Lutheran theologian 
George Forell, helpfully describes these two kingdoms, 
as well as the need to distinguish the two:
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Every person is a member of a secular realm 
and of a spiritual realm. It is important to realize 
the difference between these two realms and 
keep them separate. Luther claimed that Jesus 
(Matt. 22:21) had emphasized the separation of 
the two realms when he said: “Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
unto God the things that are God’s.” Luther 
himself pointed frequently top the difference 
between the two and reiterated the need for a 
clear separation.4 

Not only are these two kingdom distinct, so is are the 
responsibilities of the believer with these two modes of 
God’s action. Christians are to be active in the secular 
world through participation in government, voting, 
taking on civic responsibilities, and by simply being 
a good citizen. And, the Christian is to be active in the 
church, through Worship, receiving the Sacraments, 
spiritual community, and service at and beyond the 
church. 

The goal of this series will be to gain a deeper 
understanding of Luther’s Two Kingdom’s doctrine, 
and how it applies to Christian living today. On the 
eve of a very volatile election coming up, we will 
explore the question of how Biblical faith informs 
and addresses the cultural and political questions in 
our world. Finally, we will look at how the church can 
address the political divisions in our world today. We 
will learn what the Bible tells us about:

•	 October 11th: “The Two Kingdoms.” 
•	 October 18th: “The Kingdom of God.” 
•	 October 25th (Reformation Sunday): “The 

Kingdom of this World.” 
•	 November 1st (All Saints Sunday): “Resident 

Aliens.” 

4  George W. Forell. “Luther’s Conception of Natural Orders.” 
Quoted in, Carl E. Braaten. Principles of Lutheran Theology (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1983).

“Forward in Faith” 
(November)

There are many aspects to the Christin faith. The 
Christian faith is a belief system; Biblical truths and 
doctrines that are to be believed and trusted. The 
Christin faith is a relationship; a personal, living, and 
deepening relationship with Jesus Christ. The Christian 
faith is also meant to be lived. As disciples of Christ, 
we are to live our lives as if what we believe is true! 
We make decisions and commitments in obedience to 
our Lord.

The goal of this series will be to deepen our understanding 
of Biblical faith, and how that faith informs our daily 
lives. A particular focus in this series will be the 
Biblical doctrine of Stewardship.  Stewardship is the 
faith-full response to God, acknowledging that all we 
have are gifts from our Heavenly Father that He asks 
us to use for His glory and the blessing of others. We 
will examine:

•	 November 8th: “A Faith that Knows.”   
•	 November 15th: “A Faith that Grows.” 
•	 November 22nd: “A Faith that Shows.”    
•	 November 25th (Thanksgiving Eve): “A 

Faith that Bestows.”         
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“The Promises of Christmas” 
(November-December)

The Christmas season is a time filled with promise. 
The carols of Christmas, as well as the popular 
Christmas songs, extol the promise and hope of this 
holy season! From “Silent night, holy night” to “It’s 
the most wonderful time of the year,” we are reminded 
that, through the birth of Jesus Christ, God fulfilled 
His promise to set the world to right, to bring to a 
climax the Biblical story of God’s redemptive actions 
in human history! 

However, if we’re not clear about what Christmas 
really promises, we might just miss out on what makes 
it the most wonderful time of the year. The Advent 
season gives us time to reflect upon the promises God 
made, and how He has fulfilled those promises! 

In this series we will journey back to Bethlehem and 
recall the promises that were made by God through the 
prophets, the angels, the Apostles’, and Jesus Himself, 
and how their fulfillment is still what makes this “the 
most wonderful time of the year.”

•	 November 29th (Advent 1): “A Light in the 
Darkness.” 

•	 December 6th (Advent 2): “For God So 
Loved the World.” 

•	 December 13th (Advent 3): “God Lifts Up 
the Lowly.”

•	 December 20th (Advent 4): “God of the 
Second Chance.”

•	 December 24th (Christmas Eve): “Born for 
You.”

•	 December 25h (Christmas Day): “A Whole 
New World.”

•	 December 27th (Christmas-1): 
“Faithfulness.”
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The Sacrament of  Holy Communion 
is spiritual food for our souls. In the 
Sacrament of  Holy Communion, Jesus 
offers to the Church His very body and 
blood so that we may be forgiven and 
empowered to love and serve Jesus and 
others in our lives.

Because of  the importance of  this 
Sacrament, Red Hill instituted “Drive 
Through Communion”  for those members 
who are unable to receive the Eucharist in 
person during Sunday Worship services.
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
The Book of 1 Peter

Wednesdays 7:15 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 (Livestreamed and Recorded)

Living the Christian life in this world is never easy. 
While some periods in Christian history were more 
volatile than others, the truth is that Biblical, Christian 
faith, as well as the personal and social values that are 
informed by the Christian faith, will conflict with the 
dominant, cultural values of the current age. 
In the early decades of the First-Century, the Apostle 
Peter himself experienced the tensions, conflicts, 
sufferings, and outright persecutions that came because 
of his relationship with Jesus Christ. Aware that many 
in the early church were facing similar circumstances, 
Peter writes to some churches in the provinces of 
Roman Asia Minor, encouraging them to hold on and 
stand strong! As one commentator notes:    

The readers of the Apostle Peter’s letter were 
confused and discouraged by the persecution 
they were encountering because of their faith.  
Peter exhorted them to stand strong, repeatedly 
reminding them of Christ’s example, the riches 
of their inheritance in him, and the hope of his 
returning again to take them to heaven.1 

The book of 1 Peter, is Peter’s initial letter to these 
beleaguered churches. Paradoxically, what Peter 
discovered personally, and then encouraged his 
community (and us) to discover as well, is that our 
hope and power to live as Jesus’ disciples are found 
in the sufferings, and ultimate resurrection victory, of 
Jesus Christ. The Christ who suffered is also the Christ 
who is now exalted (1 Peter 3:19–22). Through His 
death and resurrection, Jesus conquered sin, death and 
the powers of hell, as well as every power that stands 
behind this “unholy trinity,” seeking to discourage 
God’s people in this world.   
1  Introduction to 1 Peter, Harper Collins Bible (ESV Version, 2002).

In our study of 1 Peter, we will examine the history and 
circumstances of the early church and how God called 
His people then, and continues to call His people now, 
to be faithful and persevere through times of conflict, 
challenge, and even persecution. Just as Peter assured 
the church in their first-century context, Peter assures 
the church today that we too can trust that, no matter 
what the circumstances we face, as Jesus’ disciples, we 
can live hopefully and confidently because we know 
Jesus is on the throne! As New Testament scholar T.R. 
Schreiner writes: 

When believers live in such a way, they indicate 
that they are placing their hope in God rather 
than in the joys and comforts of this world. 
Another way of describing 1 Peter is to say 
that those who hope and trust in God and in his 
future reward will have the strength to endure 
whatever comes their way in the present. When 
believers set their hope on the future, they 
reveal that their salvation comes from the cross 
of Christ, who bore their sins (2:24; 3:18)…
Since the end is coming soon, believers should 
imitate Jesus Christ and follow his example 
of suffering, for all those who suffer will also 
experience a great reward.2

The goals of this study will be to gain a deeper 
understanding of the context, content, and message of 
1 Peter, as well as the challenges and threats the church 
faces in every age. And, through this understanding, 
to encourage and equip disciples of Jesus today, to 
persevere through the changes and challenges of this 
world, by living godly lives, being good citizens in 
the community, and being a faithful worker, spouse, 
and friend.  
We hope you can join us for this verse-by-verse study 
in the book of 1 Peter.  
This study is livestreamed beginning at 7:20 a.m., as 
well as recorded and posted on our website so that you 
can participate at any time! 
 

2  T.R. Schreiner. 1 and 2 Peter, Jude. (Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 2003).
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New Kids (and Old Kids) On The Block
By Isaiah Coughran, Contemporary Worship Leader

As you are very aware, Covid-19 has changed 
the way we do many things. That includes Music 
in Worship. From sanitizing musical gear, to 
livestreaming services, to socially distanced bands 
we have worked hard to stay as “close to normal,” 
while also striving to stay as safe as possible. This 
is easier said than done, but there have been some 
wonderful gifts in the midst of all of this. If you’ve 
been following the services online or have been to 
our reopened in person services, then you may have 
seen some new faces sprinkled in with some of our 
seasoned veterans. 
Our very own Danny Smith has really been doing 
a phenomenal job leading worship and he’s invited 
his friend, Madison Miller, to join. These two 

attend Orange 
L u t h e r a n 
High and are 
involved in the 
musical theater 
program as well 
as worship. It 
was a shame 
when school 

went to online, with one of the many disappointments 
being that Danny and Madison (as well as so many 
other students) would not be able to share the stage 
in some of OLu’s Musical Productions for the 2019-
2020 school year. Despite all of that, it has been a 
sheer joy to watch them leading worship, and using 
their incredible gifts for the benefit of the church and 
the glory of God. Joining Danny and Madison is our 
very own Noah Weiland who works on the RHLS 
Support Staff Team. She too has been sharing her 
gifts with us (she plays guitar and sings like a bird). 

Her participation felt effortless as she blended in with 
our team; it was as if she’d always been there. It has 
been such a treat listen to and lead worship with all of 
them, and I look forward to their continued leadership. 
Now, I don’t want to just dote on the “New Kids.” 
There are many others on our team that have come in, 
despite concerns, and used their gifts to be a blessing 
to our community. My family is often up front, but 
people like Matt Olmedo, Mikaela Brenner, Melissa 
Davis, Lisa Quizon, Ryan Schulz, Jeremy Ward, Jared 
Britton (Pastor Seth’s son), Chris Feist, and others 
have really stepped up to serve our community. They 
believe worship is central to our lives as Christians, 
and that their part, in leading worship, is a sacrifice 
they gladly make. It has been an absolute joy to work 
with all of these amazingly talented people, and to 
see their love for Jesus, their church, the arts and 
one another has, for me, been a truly inspiring and 
humbling experience. 
There are also some in our worship team that are 
using this time to care for their families and loved 
ones by not participating in the band, as they typically 
and faithfully have, prior to the pandemic, but they 
continue to pray for and encourage us regularly. I 
receive texts, phone calls and emails from those 
friends who wish they could be up there, leading 
worship with us, but are unable to do so in person. 
Their friendship and prayers have had a profound 
impact on me. I miss being with them in person, but it 
has been wonderful to be in touch with them through 
technology. Technology is not always a gift, but it 
has been a powerful tool to connect us as a church 
in these uncertain times. And while it doesn’t replace 
being physically together, it has helped me experience 
a sense of closeness and connectedness that wouldn’t 
be possible without it. 
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Welcome Back!
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal

Red Hill Lutheran School (RHLS) began the 2020-
2021 school year on Wednesday, August 26th.  There 
were many new looks to this year’s first day of school, 
mostly revolving around new health and safety 
protocols.
In addition to mask wearing and temperatures being 
checked before students come on campus, parents are 
not allowed on campus, unless they are signing in/out 
a preschool student.  This means that many additional 
staff are on duty to help guide and assist students to 
their classrooms in the morning and at the end of 
the day, during dismissal.  Despite all of the unique 
requirements and new protocols, the start of the school 
year went very well, and the children were all very 
eager and excited to be back at school (their parents 
were equally pleased to be sending their children back 
to school!).
During the first trimester of the school year, RHLS is 
offering parents a distance learning option for their 
child.  Currently, 12% of the parents (about 40 students) 
have chosen this option, and 88% of the parents have 

their children on campus for traditional classroom 
instruction.  This provides teachers a challenge and 
opportunity to enhance their educational technology 
skill set.  One teacher at each grade level is providing 
synchronous lessons to each of their distance-learning 
students, while also teaching their live, on-campus 
class at the same time.  These teachers are truly doing 
double duty.  
This year, more than ever, we all need to thank, support, 
and encourage teachers who are working harder than 
ever to provide engaging Christian educational content 
to students in both their classroom and those distance 
learners.
Up to this time, RHLS has invested over $100,000 on 
health and safety protocol related items to be able to 
successfully start the school year.  These investments 
have provided the following:

•	 School Nurse, Mrs. Autumn Gould, R.N.
•	 Outdoor hand washing station for 12.
•	 350 fitted plexi-shield barriers for student 

desks.
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•	 Additional lunch seating and large tents.
•	 Outdoor shade structure (to be installed) to 

allow band and choir classes to be outside.
•	 Wenger shields (specially designed) for 

instrumental band and choir students.
•	 All staff Covid testing.
•	 Air filtration systems on HVAC units with 

a Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value 
(MERV) of 13.

•	 Specialized sanitation sprayers and systems, 
used throughout the day by custodians.

•	 35 no touch infrared thermometers.
•	 Signage throughout campus for one-way flow 

of students, and health reminders.
•	 Hundreds of gallons of disinfectant soaps, 

gels, etc.
•	 Online health and safety forms for parents, 

students, and staff to utilize.
•	 Technology infrastructure and devices to 

provide distance-learning capabilities.

in all of His majesty. I encourage you to watch ‘Red 
Hill Lutheran Never Stops Learning’ https://youtu.
be/Lbx_UaGTP3I. This 22-minute video provides 
a glimpse into our school ministry and the amazing 
work that RHLS staff and teachers do to continue to 
share the Gospel message with our school community 
during this unique time.

Red Hill Lutheran School continues to be very blessed 
as we provide God’s Word to students, parents, and our 
community.  The theme for the 2020-2021 school year 
is ‘God of Wonders’ based on Colossians 3:2, “Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth.”  This is a very applicable theme verse 
that we will be focusing on this year as a church and 
school community.
It is our goal and prayer this year that both teachers 
and students will fully appreciate our God of Wonders 

Pastor Seth escorts a student to class on the first day.

Dr. Paul Marquardt greets our families and students
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Robotics Boot Camp
By Matt Smith, Middle School Math and Robotics Teacher

Middle School students just wrapped up an awesome week of Robotics Boot Camp! Students worked 
both individually and in pairs to design, build, code, and test a handful of really cool and original pieces.  
Highlights included a marshmallow launching tank, a dancing angry monkey, a windmill that automatically 
operated depending on the time of day, a car geared so low it would take one year of continuous operation to 
move approximately one inch, and a rolling carnival.
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Martin Luther said this about Baptism:  
Indeed if I had the matter under my control, I 
would not want God speak to me from heaven 
or appear to me, but I would want—and my 
daily prayers are directed to this end—that 
I might have the proper respect and true 
appreciation for the gift of Baptism.  

So true!  Baptism is the beginning of a life that is 
dedicated to Jesus and Jesus’ teachings and ways.  It is 
through Baptism that God comes to us and washes us, 
joining us to Jesus Christ and to Jesus’ church.  
Are you interested in Baptizing your child?  Are you 
interested in being Baptized yourself?  Perhaps you just 
have some questions about Christian Baptism; what it 
is and what it’s about?  If you answered yes to any of 
these questions then you are invited to take the next 
steps for Baptism at Red Hill.  
To begin the process, contact Donna Kunz  at the 
Church Office:  714-544-3131 ext.100 or dkunz@
redhillchurch.org.   You will then be sent a Baptism 
packet which includes:

*A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the Baptism 
process.
*Two booklets:  “Welcome to the Family!” and 
“A Word to My Sponsor” (God Parents).  
*A Baptism registration form.

We ask that you read through these resources and share 
them with your prospective sponsors.  After reading 
the materials, contact the Church Office to make an 
appointment to meet with me, in person, via Zoom or 
by phone.    
If you meet with me in person, complete the registration 
form and bring it with you, or you may email the form 
to dkunz@redhillchurch.org.
During our meeting, I will provide an overview of 
Christian Baptism and the Service of Holy Baptism 
as administered in the Lutheran Church, as well as 
an opportunity to ask any questions you may have 
from the readings.  Sponsors are also invited to attend 
this meeting if they so choose. After this meeting, 
the Baptism can be scheduled during one of the two 
Sunday morning Worship services.  
If you have any questions, contact Donna Kunz at the 
church office. 
May our Lord guide you in this significant step in your 
Christian life!
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Church Membership:  Connecting, Growing, Leading!
By. Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“Why do I need to join a church?  If I attend, isn’t that 
enough?”  As a Pastor, I have been asked this question 
numerous times.  Of course, attending is great!  We 
love attenders!  You have heard me say many times, 
everyone is welcome wherever they may be in their 
faith.  If someone is not ready to join the church as a 
member, that’s OK.  Our hope and prayer is that God 
brings people to Red Hill so that they can learn, love, 
laugh, and serve.  And, at some point, it is healthy 
and necessary to prayerfully consider the next step:  
membership.

Why do we encourage church membership?  Is the 
word “membership” even in the Bible?  Not in the 
way we normally define the word.  The early church 
consisted of groups of believers committed to Jesus 
and one another even to the point of death!  This is 
the Biblical understanding of “membership.”   Pastor 
and author Ed Stetzer, commenting on the resistance 
of some Christians to church membership, writes: 

In the New Testament, people in churches 
are recognized as being in some sort of 
community.  It’s just that the reality is how 
community is expressed in Scripture has fallen 
on hard times over the last couple of thousand 
years.  Membership is often misunderstood, 
misapplied or not applied at all.

Why do we encourage church membership at Red Hill?  
Church membership. properly understood. reflects 
commitment beyond ourselves.  Church membership 
is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” or 
now “I am due religious goods and services,’ rather, 
membership is a scriptural expression of covenant; 
a personal commitment to a particular community 
in order to grow in faith and serve our Lord and His 
people.  Additionally, we believe in church membership 
because:

Membership Reflects What the Church Is
One of the primary metaphors of the church in 
Scripture is the human “body.”  Just as a body cannot 
afford one of its “members” saying, “I don’t need 
this body,” neither can Jesus’ “body.”  Again, quoting 
Stetzer, he believes that “too many churches or 

Christian gatherings look like piles of dismembered 
body parts, not a body knit together as God’s agent, his 
body, his kingdom, at work in the world.  To reject the 
value of membership is to deny what God has already 
established in fact.”

Membership is Biblical
The Scriptures speak a great deal about our need 
for spiritual authority (See Hebrews 13:7, 13:17, 
1 Thessalonians 5:10-12).  Unlike our culture that 
questions any type of authority, and views such 
authority as limiting our “freedom,” the New Testament 
sees true, Biblical authority as a primary means for our 
freedom.  The letters of Paul particularly, considered a 
believer’s incorporation into a local church community 
as indispensable to spiritual maturing and discipleship.  
In fact, removing a person from “membership” in 
a local church family was Paul’s ultimate means of 
church discipline.

God has created us in such a way that we need the 
guidance and stability that only a larger community 
and the spiritual authority of leadership within a 
local church can provide.  This leads us to a third 
consideration:

Membership Serves as an Anchor of Stability
Being part of a church family and community will help 
you to remain faithful when bad times, fatigue, and/or 
disappointments come your way.  I will never forget 
what Rick Warren at Saddleback Church said during a 
conference I attended.  He said that someone once told 
him that they didn’t need a local church; that he was a 
member of the “spiritual, invisible church.”  Rick said, 
“Well, when you are sick, dying, or in need, then the 
spiritual and invisible church can come and meet your 
needs and visit you!”  Honest and true!  The issue of 
stability; not jumping from one church to another, is a 
critical discipleship issue.
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Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran Church: 
“New Member Class: 101”
If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is -  God wants you!  

If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
join us for the next “Class 101.”  Class 101 is a 2 1/2 
hour class offered quarterly, which examines the core 
teachings of the Bible, the Christian faith, the Lutheran 
understanding of the faith, and what it means to be a 
member of this particular body of believers.  

The next New Member Class: 101” is being scheduled. 
Information about dates and materials will be provided 
soon. Pre-registration for the class can be made by 
marking your Worship Response Card or by calling/

emailing Donna Kunz, at 714-544-3131 ext.100 or 
dkunz@redhillchurch.org.  We will exercise extra 
precautions to make sure we are safe and healthy. 

Additionally, if you are unable to attend our 101 Class 
in person, you may do so virtually by going to our 
website, click on the “Connect” tab and the click on 
“Membership” to find New Member Class: 101.” Once 
you have completed Class 101, email Donna Kunz 
at dkunz@redhillchurch.org  and we will follow up 
with you!

As this class is in many ways an “adult Confirmation 
class,” even if you are a member of Red Hill and would 
like to learn more about our faith, and/or spend some 
time reviewing our core beliefs, you are welcome to 
attend!       

One of the goals of the 101 class is to enable those 
new to the church to meet others and begin the life of 
discipleship and personal connecting here at Red Hill.  
You do not have to join the church after this class but, 
on the other hand, we would love to have you!
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the grapevine

On August 1st, the Red Hill Lutheran School, Class of 
2020, was finally able to celebrate their graduation from 

8th grade. We honor their achievements!  
Our adult women and preschoolers have fun connecting via 

Zoom!
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On March 15th, we held our first “live-stream” worship service 
over Facebook. We’ve come a long way since then! Top photo: 
our livestream set up until mid-May. Above photo: our current 

setup in the Choir Loft!

To Right and Below: Middle School students having 
pre-COVID-19 fun!
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In All Things, Give Thanks and Praise!
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God for you in 
Christ Jesus. - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.

Thank you to all for that wonderful service. 
Truly touched my heart. Blessings to all!

I just wanted to take a moment to say a HUGE 
thank you for all of your hard work and dedication 
to keep the kids on track. Words cannot express the 
extent of my sincere gratitude for your positivity 
and commitment, thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. Aiden was thrilled to be a part of Zoom this 
morning, created a daily schedule for his activities 
and worked hard on his assignments.
All my best to you and your family during this 
unpredictable time, may you all feel God’s 
presence and peace.

I just wanted to send you a quick note to let you 
know what an amazing job Jamie H is doing.  She 
has managed to organize all the at home work 
on Google classroom which allows us to easily 
see what is due and allows us to turn in the work. 
She’s does multiple zoom meetings a day that 
include a prayer, fun interactive games and allows 
the kids to ask questions and get some face time 
with their friends. I know she is not only managing 
her own kids, but continuing to teach and love on 
our kiddos. In addition to the lessons she posts, 
she does her own videos of herself talking through 
a concept or lesson just in case the kids need it. 
One of which was located at 1am. We’ve always 
loved her...but this last week has shown what a 
rock star she is! 
PS: We love the virtual chapels.

You are so amazing! Colin and all of our 
children are so blessed to have you as 

their teacher. You are so positive, creative, and 
supportive. I have no doubt you will be amazing 
as always. Keep in mind we are new to this so you 
are not alone!!! If there is anything I can do help 
support you please don’t hesitate to ask! We will 
all find our way through this crazy time together.  
Thank you so much! 

Well made video lessons. Kids had so much 
fun and learned a lot! It was easy to follow the 
lessons at home thanks to nicely organized and 
prepared snack/game/craft ideas and materials. 
Thank you so much for the time, effort, and love 
that all of you put in for the virtual VBS this time. 

God bless you all

Having VBS despite not being able to meet 
in person. We had a good time going through 
the material together at home. My 11 year old 
basically ran the whole thing from setting up the 
video to helping her younger brother with the craft 
and snacks. The zoom calls were also a highlight.

The New Year started as most, with a lot of promise 
and potential.  Red Hill Lutheran Church and 
School had so many wonderful plans in place with 
numerous, exciting ministry opportunities, as well as 
educational meetings and events.
When March rolled around, and Red Hill had to 
effectively stop everything in it’s tracks, our Church 
and School was faced with an unprecedented 
challenge: How do you continue to minister 
and educate through such unchartered territory? 
Although not an easy task (as you will read 
throughout this issue of the Vine), the Red Hill 
leaders and staff stepped up and developed creative 
new ways to continue preaching and teaching to our 
church members and school students.  
These are just a few of the thanks and praise notes 
and letters we have received over the last several 
months.
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It’s all so impressive!  The Lord is smiling. You 
and your staff are so creative and resourceful. 

Your Sunday services are great and we appreciate 
the efforts.  The article in the newspaper was very 
good.Keep us the marvelous work. And I appreciate 
the phone calls from young people, the caring 
members of our congregation. God Bless you, your 

family and our congregation.
Thank you, Red Hill kid’s ministry.  Your 

amazing staff and volunteers have been amazing 
for so many kids, including mine! There’ve been 
so much uncertainty and disappointments during 
this pandemic, but the kid’s ministry has been such 
a bright spot. ...thank you for sharing the love, joy, 

care and enthusiasm of Christ!

I wanted to thank you for providing a summer 
camp experience despite the pandemic we are 
facing. Mrs. Caroline did an amazing job of 
arranging a fun, safe and loving camp for all 
children. We are so blessed that she kept our 

children safe and happy!

Thank you for the beautiful, heart-stirring, mind-
stirring and soul-stirring presentation by our (Church) 

choir of “Come to the Table.”  To one who lives in a 
confined situation, it is a beautiful gift that can, (through 
the wonders of (live) streaming, be enjoyed over and 

over. Actually, the entire service was a gift!Thank you, Dr. Marquardt, Mrs. Tarkoff, 
Mr. Smith Mr. Wakita and Mrs. Brenner 
for all of the extra work being done for 7th 
graders and RHL Middle School during 
these challenging times.  Please know 
that you and the entire RHLS staff are in 
our daily prayers.  We greatly appreciate 
the overtime put in to adjust to online 
instruction.

This is a thank you for the technology you have 
put in place to accommodate these Wednesday 
morning sessions. Pastor Seth is aware of the 
problems I had being able to hear well. With the 
livestream, I am able to social distance at the 
same time, I am able to hear and understand.  I 
am able to hear the message with clarity. Your 
production team being willing to wake up and 
report for duty early in the morning is to be 
complimented. The technicians are excellent.  
They provide great visual and audible quality...I 
thanks all of your staff for making these messages 
to enhance my walk with our God.

Thank you for all your hard work, dedication and 
efforts in leading and organizing virtual family VBS 
for us. I appreciate you! My boys loved the videos and 
activities! May God bless you and your family.

“What a year it has been. I don’t want to leave 
your class, ever! You’ve introduced me to so many 
different things, and I really appreciate it. Being 
in your classroom has pushed me to do things I 
have never expected of myself. You’ve prepared 
me to take anything high school throws my way. 
You would always fill up a lesson I thought would 
be boring, with new knowledge that I’d never 
thought about before. I didn’t quite know how to 
title this email, because “Goodbye” seemed so 
depressing. Thank you so much for teaching me, 
even if we couldn’t do it face to face. I’m going to 
miss walking into your classroom, or saying “Hi!” 
around the hallways. Stay safe, and don’t stop 
being such an excellent teacher.”
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Our high school seniors ended their year and time in our high 
school ministry in a unique way this past June! Over the course of 

the month, our Director of Youth and Family and high school youth 
leader visited each of our grads with a special box of love!  Inside the 
boxes were confetti poppers, a bottle of sparkling cider, a personal-
ized water bottle, "2020 grad" socks, and a neat artist rendering of 
one of our whole group events.  While we didn't gather as a group 
to celebrate this remarkable group of students, each one had some 
one-on-one time! Thanks to many of you who contributed cards, 

congratulations, and well wishes to these Senior boxes! 
They were received in joy and love!
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VBS 2020 FOCUS Recap
By Carmen Gogosha, VBS Coordinator

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we pivoted and 
moved from an in-person VBS experience to an on-
line experience. VBS began June 15th, the second 
week of summer. We didn’t know if we would be 
able to gather, or if families and volunteers would 
feel comfortable meeting in person. When our VBS 
provider, ORANGE, reached out with updated 
material to facilitate an on-line experience, we 
gladly jumped on board! Though we were nervous 
if families would still be interested in VBS with 
this new format. 

Well the response was amazing. We had almost 
100 more kids than we had originally planned. 
We had 335 kids with 163 families. 75 of families 
were invited by friends. We made an impact in our 
community by reaching out to families in several 
neighboring cities and churches. 

What does Virtual VBS look like? We took the 
elements of what goes on in three hours on campus 
and provided the tools for families to put on a VBS 
at home. Families appreciated the love and care 
that went into our VBS supply kits. We provided 
the needed materials for the daily activity and craft 
as well as other fun stuff and a personal note of 
encouragement. We gave suggestions for games 
and snacks and encouraged families to support 
our Mission Project by giving on-line to Second 
Harvest Food Bank. Every morning the families 
received a detailed email with the link to watch a 
35 minute. This video consisted of vignettes that 
the Youth and Family Ministry team pre-recorded, 
as well as ones the curriculum provided. The video 
presented the Bible message, VBS songs, fun skits 
as well as useful information. Families could watch 
the videos and do the activities whenever it was 
convenient for them as a family. In the evening, 
we offered an optional grade-specific Zoom call 
where kids could spend 25 minutes in a small 
group talking about the day’s theme.

We added a daily spirit theme ranging from crazy 
hair day to wearing old VBS shirts and pajamas. 
We encouraged families to share their pictures to 
our new Instagram account, rhlyouth_kidsmin. Be 
sure to start following us to stay informed. Chick-
fil-A hosted our spirit night and we raised $417 for 
our mission project, Second Harvest Food Bank.

Thank you for your prayers and support of VBS. 
We appreciate all who helped to make VBS a 
reality and a blessing to so many families!
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Navigating Youth and Family Ministry in a COVID-19 Crisis
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family

Youth and Family Ministry (YFM) has spent much 
of this year learning best practices for ministry to 
children, students, emerging adults, and families.  Our 
normal pathways of engaging and connecting were 
beginning to change over the past few years, and with 
the pandemic and resulting lockdown, the need to forge 
new paths became clearly and immediately apparent.   
Our team has a very detailed plan of engagement for 
everyone - longtime members to occasional visitors. 
We follow it with each family or any student we meet.  
When COVID hit, we were able to pivot some of our 
methods in order to stay safe, and still connect with 
our community.  Here are some of the changes and 
developments YFM has been implementing:
First, we have moved away from the traditional large 
group format.  We have noticed that at almost all areas 
from preschool through high school, students were 
connecting more deeply in smaller groups.  Notable 
exceptions are Middle School and College, where the 
levels of engagement are evenly split between large and 
small group formats.  Throughout the pandemic and 
moving into the fall, we are focusing on Small Groups!  
If you have been praying for a way to experience 
vibrant ministry, you might consider being a Small 
Group Leader!  The requirements of this ministry 
are loving Jesus and loving kids and students.  We 
offer training, support, and curriculum!  Contact me, 
(shaynes@redhillchurch.org) if you are interested!! 
Second, we have explored the meaning of connection.  
What does connection look like in a lockdown?  How 
can the church reach its community after months 
of disruption?  We have called hundreds of phone 
numbers, texted even more phone numbers, sent many 
postcards, emails, and letters!  We have become better 
at connecting via social media channels, and we’ve set 

up one-on-one socially distant meetings over coffee, 
ice cream dates, and otter pop hangouts!  We have 
even simply rang doorbells and stood on the sidewalk 
while little kiddos are inside for a pre-arranged leader/
student visit.  All of these connections are meaningful 
in different ways and we love to do them!
N e x t ,  w e 
have learned 
the value of 
patience and 
c r e a t i v i t y .  
Much of our 
ministry has 
moved into the 
virtual spaces 
with Zoom, FaceTime, or Instagram Live.  Our main 
goal is to create ways for people to connect to others 
and lessen the isolating effects of this pandemic.  We 
have hosted NetFlix Watch Parties, JackBox Game 
Nights, Breakfasts and Lunches with Mr. Gaylor, 
Sunday morning and midweek small group events, 
Family Trivia Nights, Ladies’ Paint and Sip events, 
and many house scavenger hunts!  High School has 
moved into small groups that meet virtually, in person, 
or in a hybrid format and these focus primarily on 
Bible Study and Discipleship.  Finally, one highlight 
of the summer was a Mom and Daughter Book study 
that delved into developing paths toward healing racial 
inequality and pain.  While difficult at times, the honest 
curiosity, experiences, and discussions brought us to a 
place closer to health.
Lastly and most importantly, this lockdown has offered 
the wonderful opportunity for our team to read books 
and articles, listen to podcasts, and watch webinars 
focused around the issues facing children, students, and 
families.  One of the big takeaways we’ve discovered 
is that now, there is more need than ever, for our 
community to connect more deeply with God’s word 
and His people.  
Our ministry in the fall will continue to be focused 
on encouragement of, and support for, parents and 
grandparents even as we use creative methods to 
connect with students and allow children and students 
to connect with each other as they grow in faith.  
Community is an essential need for all of us!  
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Seeing with 2020 Vision
By Megan Haynes, YFM Summer Intern

As a twenty year old reflecting on the year 2020 so far, 
I am in awe of the opportunities I’ve had, memories 
I’ve made, and the lessons I’ve learned. This spring and 
summer have been full of uncertainty, loss, fear, and 
so much ever changing information!  While many of 
my peers felt lost and aimless I had something others 
of my age group are not fortunate enough to have- a 
job that I LOVE as well as a family who knows me 
and loves me completely.

I have served as the the Youth and Family Ministry 
Intern for two years and it continues to be a whirlwind 
of learning skills and new adventures. I conquered one 
of the biggest fears of my generation, which is cold 
calling people I do not know on the phone! This single 
aspect of my internship would prove to be the greatest 
blessing I would have during this dark time. Calling our 
“senior saints” allowed me to talk to amazing people 
with experiences that they shared with me.  Being able 
to learn about their lives, and sharing my own joys and 
struggles, gave me a deeper connection to Red Hill 
than I would have thought possible.

Thanks to YFM I learned how to ask pertinent 
questions, become proficient at data entry, navigate a 
spreadsheet, and see the love that our youth have for 
the Lord! I spent most of my time calling families of 
kids, middle school students, high school students, 
and college aged people to set up connections for the 
YFM team.  I loved creating conversation with middle 
schoolers, and sleuthing accurate phone numbers for 
high school students who mistake their cell phone 
numbers for Game Chest!  

This job has provided a light in these dark times. When 
so many in our society are turning towards malice and 
hatred against our fellow man, I have seen firsthand 
the demonstrated power of hope. This community 
of believers is a place for all who acknowledge the 
supremacy of Christ no matter age, race, or gender. I 
have been able to band together with people who do 
not know my face nor I theirs, but we have promised 
to pray for each other often. There is hope in the 
Church when we stand together in grace and love for 
each other. 

These last five months have been far from easy, but 
from this twenty year old’s perspective, have also been 
filled with joy. I have learned more about my family, 
seeing them through a more thoughtful lens.  I have 
experienced the good and the rougher aspects of each 
of them and I appreciate them even more than before. 

I have begun to see the beginnings of the final Church 
in which one day we will all be united for eternity, and 
I wait expectantly for that day to come. 

Thank you for letting me serve my church family and 
I hope to see you all in person very soon.

Megan Haynes is a junior at Gordon College, a small 
Christian University north of Boston, MA.  She is double major 
in History and Political Thought, and hopes to go to Law 
School and become a Criminal Prosecutor someday.
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RHLC Chancel Choir Goes Virtual!
By Jason Harney, Choir Director- Principal Conductor

It is a great mystery that we are at once individuals 
made in the image of God, and also crucial parts 
of a greater whole.  We are fully formed entities, 
and simultaneously unique components, which, by 
themselves, are incomplete apart from the larger body 
of Christ.  
The Apostle Paul explains this in his first epistle to the 
church in Corinth.

“For the body does not consist of one member 
but of many.  If the foot should say, ‘Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that 
would not make it any less a part of the body.  
And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not 
make it any less a part of the body.  If the whole 
body were an eye, where would be the sense of 
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would be the sense of smell?  But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose.  If all were a single member, 
where would the body be?  As it is, there are 
many parts, yet one body.” -First Corinthians 
12:14-20

Perhaps no other group on our Red Hill campus 
exemplifies this concept better than the Chancel Choir.  
Each part taken alone is important, but also incomplete. 

Have you ever heard an alto line sung by itself?  You 
might be surprised if you did hear it.  Taken alone, the 
typical alto, quite frankly, is a bit drab.  (I don’t mean 
to pick on the altos, similar analysis could be made of 
tenor and bass parts as well).  However, when inserted 
into the texture of a choral selection, the other parts 
enhance the melody in a way that brings the tune to a 
new level of life and vibrancy which the melody could 
never have achieved on its own.  The alto section is a 
fully formed and finely tuned entity, and while it has 
value in that state,  true fruition comes when the parts 
work together toward the common goal of combining 
with the other sections for a full choral texture. 
 

All four sections: Soprano,  Alto,  Tenor, and 
Bass, are required to complete this mysterious 
puzzle of sound, emotion, poetry, and scripture. 
Completing the tapestry in our worship services 
means also considering the additional elements 

of instrumentation,  whether it be Dr. Brown on 
the organ or piano, or Dave Coats bringing his 
wonderful cello playing in the mix, or other guests, 
the inclusion of instruments is another indispensable 
element of the worship we produce.  Lastly, comes 

me as conductor, serving as a leader 
who chooses the music, prepares the 
forces,  and serves as a focal point to 
keep the elements in synchronicity.   
For centuries, the faithful have gathered 
together and raised their voices in song 
to the Lord.  References to worshipful 

singing are found throughout scripture, from early 
in the Old Testament when Miriam and Moses led 
the Isrealites in songs of victory on the shores of 
the Red Sea, to the sea of saints and angels around 
the throne of God in heaven at the end of times.  
Likewise, at Red Hill, the rich tradition of choral music 
stretches back to the very founding of the church. 

What to do, then, when gathering to sing is 
dangerous or prohibited?
Well, thankfully for us, as modern believers, we have 
technological means to temporarily recreate the choral 
art through artificial means.  The process by which we 
do this is, to be honest, is rather sterile,  and lacks some 
of the most important components that make singing 
together so rewarding: camaraderie, fellowship,  
emotional connection, laughter, worshipful symbiosis.  
But the technology does allow us to piece together the 
product, even though the path by which we arrive at our 
completed anthem is a very different one than we are 
used to.  This new process, for all of its shortcomings, 
yields a unique satisfaction once complete. 
 
How did Virtual Choirs come to be?

 
Before explaining some of the nuts and bolts of the 
virtual choir process, here is a quick history of virtual 
choirs.  The first widely-recognized virtual choir was 
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created and posted online by a modern choral composer 
named Eric Whitacre.  In early 2010, Eric received an 
unsolicited youtube video from a fan of his, who also 
happened to be a choral singer.  She loved his song, 
Lux Aurumque, so much that she recorded herself 
singing her soprano part and sent it to him to thank 
him for his talent and for composing such wonderful 
music.  This gave Eric an idea...what if he had videos 
of every part?  Could he combine them into a single 
sound file with a video showing all of the singers on 
screen simultaneously?  He set about to find out.  With 
the help of some talented computer technicians, he 
was able to realize this dream.  His virtual choir video 
was an instant viral phenomenon.  It allowed singers 
from various locations, styles, and walks of life to 
‘sing’ together (although they actually have never met 
or heard each other).  It was a revolutionary musical 
product, and laid a foundation for virtual choral music 
that would become a necessity a decade later when 
the choirs of planet Earth, which had been singing for 
centuries were all silenced suddenly last spring.

How does a ‘Virtual Choir’ work?
A virtual choir, as you have probably already surmised, 
is not, in fact, a choir at all.  It is a collection of soloists 
who have recorded themselves.  For us at Red Hill (and, 
truth be told, for me as a public school choir director 
as well), this presents many challenges.  The first and 
most important challenge is this: oftentimes, singers 
join choirs because they do not want to sing alone.  
For many of us, singing alone is nerve wracking and 
scary!  Believe it or not this is true for many, many 
experienced choir singers as well!  I would wager 
that a majority of singers in the church choirs of 
America have never, outside of a forced audition to 
get into a choir, voluntarily sung alone in front of their 
ensemble.  So you can see the immediate challenge 
of transitioning our wonderful Chancel Choir into a 
virtual format.  Everyone suddenly feels like a soloist! 
In spite of that challenge, our first effort at producing 
a virtual choir product went very well,  with almost 
all of our regular singers submitting individual videos.  

Here’s how the process works:
1) The director chooses an anthem
2) The accompanist records a track (called a 

reference track)
3) The director (or someone else) creates part by 

part practice tracks for each section in the choir
4) The singers practice their parts individually 

and learn the song
5) The conductor records a video of themselves 

conducting along to the reference track (this 
step is optional, depending on the piece)

6) The director sends out recording instructions 
and deadlines to the singers

7) The singers record themselves singing just their 
vocal part, while listening to the reference track 
in an earpiece

8) The videos are submitted to the virtual choir 
editor

9) The virtual choir editor,  using specialized 
software, combines all of the video tracks,  
along with their audio into one audio/visual file.  
This may involve balancing tracks, sections, 
fixing flubs, adding effects (like reverb), 
trimming and cropping videos for visual 
continuity, and other considerations.

10) The finished product is shared online, or used 
in a worship service. 

These two songs will be premiered in September 
and early October of 2020.  Until we are able to 
meet in person again to rehearse and lead worship 
from the loft, we are planning to produce two virtual 
anthems per month to share in the Red Hill worship 
services and with those worshipping along online. 
Lastly, an invitation;  if you are a part of the Red Hill 
Lutheran family, and you love to sing, but can’t carve 
out time to come to Thursday rehearsals or sing in the 
early service on Sunday morning, virtual choir might 
be PERFECT for you!  You can learn the anthems on 
your own time,  with prepared practice materials, and 
record when it is convenient for you.  If technology 
is a hurdle for you,  we will be setting up a virtual 
recording location at RHL where you can simply come 
sing, and we will take care of all the technology for you. 
If not, we hope you will be blessed by our virtual 
anthems until we can worship with you in person again.
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Martin Luther and The Reformation
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Sunday, October 25h is Reformation Sunday, celebrating 
the Day of Reformation on October 31st. The Lutheran 
Reformation, and subsequently, Lutheran theology, 
was founded upon the Bible as God’s Word and our 
highest authority for Christian thinking and living.  
How did it all begin?

In the little town of Wittenberg, Germany, on October 
31, 1517, Martin Luther, an Augustinian Monk, nailed 
a document to the village church door, challenging 
the church’s leadership to debate some theological 
principles. Later referred to as Luther’s, “Ninety-Five 
Theses,” Luther desired that his church address some 
issues of theology and Biblical truth, particularly, the 
church’s sale of indulgences, which were guarantees 
of escaping purgatory. No one may have noticed then, 
but within the week, copies of his theses would be 
discussed throughout the surrounding regions; and 
within a decade, Europe itself would be shaken by his 
simple act. However, was it Luther’s intention to shake 
up the world and the church? Just what did Luther think 
he was doing at the time? To answer these questions, 
we need to understand a 
little about Luther’s own 
spiritual journey.

As a  young  man in 
Germany at the beginning 
of the sixteenth century, 
Luther was studying law 
at the university.  One day 
he was caught in a storm 
and was almost killed by 
lightening. He cried out 
to St. Anne and promised 
God he would become a 
monk. In 1505, Luther 
entered the Augustinian 
monastery, and in 1507 
became a priest.  His 
monastic leaders sent 
him to Rome in 1510, but 
Luther was disenchanted 
with the ritualism and 
dead faith he found in 
the papal city. There was 
nothing in Rome to mend 

his despairing spirit or settle his restless soul. 
Consequently, he felt alienated from God, and could 
not seem to find an answer that would address his 
“anfechtung;” a German word for an inner anxiety and 
feeling of hopelessness.

Hoping both to ese his spiritual anxieties, as well as to 
utilized his evident intelligence, Luther’s superiors sent 
him to teach theology at the University of Wittenberg. 
In 1515, he began teaching Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans. Slowly, Paul’s words in Romans began to 
break through the gloom of Luther’s soul.  Luther wrote

My situation was that, although an impeccable 
monk, I stood before God as a sinner troubled 
in conscience, and I had no confidence that 
my merit would assuage him.  Night and day 
I pondered until I saw the connection between 
the justice of God and the statement “the just 
shall live by faith.”  Then I grasped that the 
justice of God is that righteousness by which 
through grace and sheer mercy God justifies us 

through faith. Thereupon I 
felt myself to be reborn and 
to have gone through open 
doors into paradise.  The 
whole of Scripture took 
on a new meaning...This 
passage of Paul became to 
me a gate to heaven.

The more Luther’s eyes 
were opened by his study 
of Romans, the more he saw 
the corruption of the church 
in his day. The glorious 
truth of justification by faith 
alone had become obscured 
by greed, corruption, and 
false teaching. However, as 
the church sought greater 
and greater reform, the 
truth of the Gospel, that 
human salvation based on 
God’s grace alone through 
Christ alone ,  received 
through faith alone, became Castle Church Doors, Wittenberg, Germany
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the doctrine upon which the orthodox, 
Protestant church now stands!  

What began as a humble desire to debate 
theological concerns, became a world-wide 
movement that reflected the power of God’s 
Word. As Luther himself responded to the 
leaders of the church in his time, when 
told to recant his writings and teachings, 
Luther replied: 

Unless I am convinced by the testimony 
of the Scriptures or by clear reason 
(for I do not trust either in the Pope 
or in councils alone, since it is well 
known that they have often erred and 
contradicted themselves), I am bound 
by the Scriptures I have quoted and 
my conscience is captive to the Word 
of God. I cannot and I will not retract 
anything, since it is neither safe nor 
right to go against conscience. Here I 
stand. I cannot do otherwise.  May God 
help me. Amen. 

May the church today continue to stand 
upon the Word of God!

Luther’s study in Lutherhaus, Eisenach, Germany

Artfact display of selling of Inulgences.
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Great Hymns of the Faith: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (Ein Feste Burg)
By Marty Schaefer, Director of Worship

Based on Psalm 46, “God is our refuge and Strength, 
a present help in trouble,” this great hymn by Martin 
Luther was written, in the words of Ulrich Leupold, 
“to interpret and apply Psalm 46 to the church of his 
own time and its struggles.” 
While the exact date and circumstances for its writing 
may never be known, one possible inspiration may 
have been the Diet of Speyer in 1529 at which German 
princes protested against revocation of their liberties, 
giving rise to the term “Protestant.”  It is possible that 
the first publication of the hymn appeared in Joseph 
Klug’s 1529 hymnal Geistliche Lieder of Wittenberg.  
Another possibility is Hans Weiss’ Wittenberg hymnal 
of 1528, however, both Weiss’ and Klug’s hymnals 
are both lost.
If the hymn appeared in the 1528 hymnal, perhaps it 
was written in response to persecutions which occurred 
in 1527, during which Luther’s friend, Leonhard Kaiser 
was burned at the stake.  One thing is certain; the hymn 
is one of the great hymns of the Church and deserves 
the widespread popularity it has achieved. The hymn 
spread rapidly over Germany. Luther sang it daily 
while taking refuge in Coburg Castle as an outlaw of 
the Holy Roman Empire. Gustavus Adolphus caused 
it to be sung by his army before the Battle of Leipzig 
in 1631; and it was adopted by the Salzburg Emigrants 
of 1732 as their traveling hymn.
Widespread English usage came only in the nineteenth 
century. An early English translation by Miles 
Coverdale (1539) went as follows:

Oure God is a defence and towre 
A good armour and good weapon, 
He hath ben ever oure helpe and sucoure 
In all troubles that we have ben in. 
Therefore wyl we never drede 
For any wonderous dede 
By water or by londe 
In hilles or the sea-sonde, 
Our God hath them al i his hond.

By 1900 there were over eighty translations in fifty-
three languages (including sixty-three versions in 
English); today the hymn can be sung in some two 
hundred tongues. The present English version we 
sing at Red Hill is the work of the Inter-Lutheran 
Commission on Worship.

“Ein Feste Burg” served as the basis for J.S. Bach’s 
Cantata 80 (which we performed in concert at Red 
Hill in 2017), and the tune was given two settings in 
the Choralgesänge.  Other composers have also used 
the melody including Felix Mendelssohn in his Fifth 
Symphony; Giacomo Meyerbeer in his opera Les 
Huguenots; and Alexander Glazunoff in his Finnish 
Fantasy.

A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;

he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod
and wins salvation glorious.

The old evil foe,
sworn to work us woe,

with dread craft and might
he arms himself to fight.

On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.

But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.

Ask who this may be:
Lord of hosts is he!

Jesus Christ, our Lord,
God’s only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.

Though hordes of devils fill the land
all threat’ning to devour us,

we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpow’r us.

This world’s prince may rage,
in fierce war engage.
He is doomed to fail;

God’s judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

God’s Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;

for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.

If they take our house,
goods, fame, child, or spouse,

wrench our life away,
they cannot win the day.

The kingdom’s ours forever!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
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Orange County Rescue Mission

Since 1985, Orange County Rescue Mission has been blessed by our ongoing partnership with Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School through generous monetary donations in excess of $100,000 and your 
unwavering volunteer support. Because of the dedication of Red Hill Lutheran Church members, you are the 
driving force in fulfilling the many requests and needs of the Rescue Mission. Your partnership has made a 
remarkable impact serving as volunteers in our kitchen, at major events like Magic at the Mission, and for 
our children’s birthday celebrations. 

In addition, a supportive group of faithful women from Red Hill, lead monthly Bible studies to mentor teen 
girls who are at risk of homelessness at Hope Harbor, formerly known as Laurel House. These amazing 
Red Hill ladies take a special interest in these girls, including sponsoring a yearly fundraiser and inviting 
the young teens to volunteer at the Abelskiver Breakfast event. We are incredibly thankful for their loving 
example. Our partnership with Red Hill is truly one of our greatest joys and blessings!

In light of COVID-19, we are now dealing with an unprecedented and fluid situation – one that changes 
day-to-day and requires us to be constantly adapting. We acknowledge the current challenges we are facing 
due to the pandemic and have temporarily postponed group volunteer experiences at our Village of Hope 
campus. As an alternative, we can provide other engaging outdoor volunteer opportunities at our Rescue 
Mission campuses. 

During this time, many have asked, “How can I help or volunteer at OC Rescue Mission?” There are various 
ways to volunteer at the Rescue Mission, and we would like to extend an invitation to anyone interested in 
signing up to volunteer in the warehouse or organize a donation drive. Food and hygiene items are always 
needed, year-round. 

If there is an interest in project opportunities at our other OC Rescue Mission campuses, or if you have 
additional questions, please feel free to reach out to our Manager of Volunteer Resources Karen Kimoto, at 
714-441-8089 or karen.kimoto@rescuemission.org, and she will be happy to help you.

Thank you again for your compassion towards the homeless families and individuals we serve. Our 
relationship with Red Hill Lutheran Church and School spans over 35 years, and this fruitful journey we 
have been on together is only made possible by its members and God’s sovereign grace.  

Contact Information: 
Karen Kimoto, 
Orange County Rescue Mission, 
Manager of Volunteer Resources
Karen.kimoto@rescuemission.org 
(714) 441-8089



The VinePage 42

Congregational Care, Prayer and Share
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

One of the central goals and values of our church, 
is the spiritual, emotional, and physical care of our 
congregation.  The purpose of the Congregational 
Care ministry at Red Hill is the way we fulfill this 
goal, providing spiritual care for those facing life’s 
challenges, as well as equipping our faith community 
to express mercy and care for one another.  
In times of crisis, grief, transition, and confusion, 
we believe and trust that God is with us and will 
never abandon us.  God works through His church, 
empowering us to be His hands and hearts that reach 
out to others. Our staff, myself, and volunteers of our 
church offer appropriate care, prayer, and support for 
you through the difficult and painful moments of life. 
Here are the ways that our church will care for you:

Pastoral Care Ministries
Often, difficult and painful times of life happen 
suddenly.  At other times, we may know in advance 
that a life-change or challenge is approaching.  You are 
encouraged to call the church office when:
You are anticipating or have experienced the death of 
someone near to you. 
You or someone in your family is sick, hospitalized, 
and/or will be having surgery (Hospital/home 
visitations). 
A child is born.  We can visit in order to welcome and 
bless this new life and gift from God!
You are struggling with a significant decision about 
health care and faith. 
You lose a job, home, important relationship, and/or 
facing a significant transition in your life. 
You are deeply questioning your faith.
You need the Office of Private Confession and Holy 
Absolution.  This rite remains a part of the Lutheran 
tradition (See Luther’s Small Catechism).  Referred 
to as “Individual Confession and Absolution, a 
church member meet with the Pastor to offer personal 
confession and repentance, then hearing the word of 
Holy Absolution from the Scriptures.  
You are anticipating an upcoming Wedding and/or 
pre-marriage counseling.  
 House Blessings.  In 1 Timothy 4.4-5, the Bible 

tells us that “For everything created by God is good, 
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, 5 for it is made holy by the word of God 
and prayer.”  In the Lutheran Church, we have an 
“Order of Blessing for a Dwelling,” through which God 
is given thanks for His blessings and God’s blessings 
for the home are invoked. 

Funerals and Memorials.
We also have referrals to competent, Christian 
Counselors and other resources for longer-term 
counseling or spiritual direction. 
Contact me at sbritton@redhillchurch.org; 714-544-
3131 ext.110 or Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant to 
the Senior Pastor Donna Kunz at 714-544-3131 etx.100 
or dkunz@redhillchurch.org.   

Deacon Ministry Team
At Red Hill, we desire to be a church that expresses 
mercy and care for others—inside and outside our 
church.  While every Christian is considered a priest 
(1 Peter 2.9) and is expected to offer mercy to their 
neighbor, historically the church has called, trained, 
and set-aside, certain leaders who have spiritual gifts 
of mercy.  In the New Testament, these leaders were 
known as Deacons, taken from the Greek word, 
diakonos, which means “servant.”  These servants, or 
Deacons, were charged with caring for the needs of 
the local church through acts of mercy and kindness.
At Red Hill, the responsibilities of the Deacon Team 
include:

•	 Visitation of our members who are 
hospitalized and/or homebound; Bringing 
Holy Communion to those who are unable 
to attend weekly Worship at Red Hill.

•	 Anointing with Holy Oil and praying with 
and for those who are in need of prayer for 
any reason.

•	 Sitting with someone and talking about 
life issues and challenges such as losing a 
job, a difficult relationship, or significant 
changes in one’s life.

•	 With staff assistance and church resources, 
helping church members with possible 
financial needs and concerns.
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If you would like to serve as a Deacon, you can contact 
me to arrange an interview and discuss any questions 
you may have. Upon successful completion of the 
interview, you will be installed as a Deacon.   

Red Hill Care Counsel Team
When a quality of life or life threatening medical 
diagnosis is received, many of us are traumatized 
by two emotions:  fear and denial.   At Red Hill, we 
have a team of knowledgeable and compassionate 
people to help empower our church members to make 
more informed decisions as 
consumers of medical care.  

By asking the Red Hill Care 
Counsel Team for assistance 
with sorting out issues, we can 
advise you as to how you may 
gain insight into maximizing 
your health care benefits, obtain 
a second opinion at a center of 
excellence and assist you with 
helpful tips when talking with 
your doctors.
If you have any questions about 
Red Hill Care Counsel, contact:  Executive Assistant to 
the Senior Pastor Donna Kunz at dkunz@redhillchurch.
org. 

“Flower Ministry”
Every Sunday, flowers are given by Red Hill members 
in honor or memory of an important person in their 
lives. After Worship, Red Hill members Sheila 
and Peter Feher, take these flowers to the homes 
and hospitals of those facing illness and at times, 
celebrations of life.      

If you are interested in serving in one of these 
ministries, you can contact me at the church office.  You 
could be used by God to ensure that our congregation 
is a congregation that cares!    

Prayer and Care
Red Hill Lutheran Church offers a variety of 
opportunities for you to share prayer requests for 
yourself and for those dear to you.  Additionally, these 
are also opportunities for you to open your heart and 

offer prayers to support our members and friends at 
Red Hill.

•	 Worship “Next Steps” Cards (Virtual or 
hard copy). On this card there is a place to 
indicate prayer requests, as well as the choice 
of having your prayers requests included in 
the weekly Worship folder/and/or forwarded 
to our Prayer Team or restricted to Pastoral 
prayer.

•	 Compassion in Action. (Once we are in Step 
4” of our reopening plans) You can submit 
your prayer requests on the forms found in 

the pew racks (unsigned if 
you desire) and place it in the 
basket as you come forward 
for Holy Communion.  If you 
desire, you can take one from 
the basket and pray for that 
individual. Any remaining 
forms are given to the Prayer 
Team.
•	 Prayer Team. A 
group of dedicated Red Hill 
members meet each week to 
pray together, and pray daily 

in support of those listed above.  
•	 Cordon of Prayer.  This “prayer chain” has 

been an instrument of intercessory petitions at 
Red Hill for 47 years!  Current members of the 
Cordon of Prayer receive prayer requests via 
email, praying daily for those in need.  Prayer 
requests for the Cordon of Prayer can be given 
to the church office by contacting Donna 
Kunz at 714.544.3131 ext.100 or dkunz@
redhillchurch.org, who will then forward the 
requests to the Cordon.  

Please note that all prayer groups abide by 
rules of confidentiality.    

If you would like to join either the Prayer Team or 
Cordon of Prayer, contact the church office and we 
will get you connected!    

We are thankful for, and blessed by, those who 
faithfully support their faith community through the 
use of our congregational care and prayer ministries!   
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Red Hill Women’s Ministries
By Jennifer Brown

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.”— 1 Thessalonians 5:11

A great way to develop friendships and grow in faith 
is through Red Hill’s Women’s Ministries.  Bible study 
groups, which consist of Four Circles appropriately 
named for women of the Bible—Deborah, Lydia, 
Priscilla, and Rebekah, meet on the first Tuesday 
of the month.  Bulletin announcements serve as an 
invitation, and encouragement to attend one of the 
circle meetings, and bring friends.  The year-long Bible 
study curriculum begins in September.  The meetings 
are informal and supportive and provide a welcoming 
place for spiritual growth. 
There are many ministry opportunities for women 
throughout the church.  Other Bible study and prayer 
groups meet during the week.   The Quilters, who 
sew the beautiful quilts that are made available to 
the congregation and sent throughout the world by 
Lutheran World Relief, get together every Monday.  
The Book Club meets monthly for an in-depth 
discussion of books from a variety of subjects.  
The women of Red Hill serve in myriad capacities 
and mission projects.  There are those that reach out 
in service to Ronald McDonald House, created for 
families of seriously ill children in Orange County 
hospitals, as well as to Isaiah House, a women’s shelter 
in Santa Ana. Others regularly visit housebound, 
elderly or infirmed members.  These visits may include 
administering the Sacrament of Holy communion, 
prayer, delivery of flowers and comfort the bereaved 
and grief-stricken. 
The Women of Red Hill, together with the Red Hill 
Wedding Coordinators, also help plan and coordinate 
weddings, assist with memorial services, and act as 
Deacons, Church Greeters, and Ushers.  There are 
many ways to become involved and all are welcome.
to serve.
Two special events take place each year, in the 
spring and fall.  Although our 2020 Spring Brunch 
was cancelled due to COVID-19, we hope that by 
November, we will be able to meet together in person 
and prepare Care Kits for distribution to homeless 
families through Home Aid.

This past July, a church-wide Diaper and Baby 
Essentials Drive, was held in collaboration with 
Community Action Partnership of Orange County 
(CAPOC) working with the OC Food Bank for the 
homeless.  The response from the members of Red 
Hill was overwhelming. 
Thank you to all who contributed.  

Be sure to look for on-going community drives planned 
for the coming months.
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We also like to take time to honor, and reach out in 
appreciation to our church leaders.  
In April, during lock-down, Pastor Seth celebrated a 
milestone birthday. In order to make his day a little 
more special during this unprecedented time, the 
Women’s Circles sent cards, baked cookies, and gave 
him a big basket filled with gifts cards and goodies.
Through the generous free-will offerings at Circle 
Meetings, we have been able to support many ministries 
in our church including music, youth scholarships and 
National Youth Convention, the patio rose garden 
redesign, the coffee fund, memorial services, and the 
purchase of new banners for the sanctuary.  We also 
donate to Make-A-Wish, Bible Translators, On Eagle’s 
Wings, Laurel House, Village of Hope, and Mary’s 
Shelter.

These past six months have been difficult. And even 
though some groups may be on temporary hiatus,  
there are many available options for connection and 
fellowship with our sisters in Christ including Zoom 
meetings for Bible studies, Pastor Seth’s Bible studies 
on Wednesday mornings, and many other opportunities 
online.  Please make sure you review the Sunday 
Bulletin, and visit our website often, to see what 
opportunities are available.  You will find that a world 
of possibilities exist with ways and opportunities 
to deepen your faith and serve your church and 
community.  
For the challenging days ahead, we look above and 
put our trust in the promises of the “God of Wonders!” 
who gives us hope and will not fail us.
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant 
in prayer. “---Romans 12:12

Marian Armstrong, Cheri Starr, Trisha Gebhardt and Diane Lehman
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  Altar Guild Update
By Bettie Ore

Greetings to all and blessings to you!
It feels bittersweet to let you all know that I will be stepping down as Altar 
Guild Coordinator and leaving my Red Hill family – a family I have been a 
part of most of my life!
My husband and I will be moving to Peoria, Arizona at the end of this month, 
or in early October. It will be hard to leave my church family as well as my 
immediate family.  However, it has been a dream of ours to own a new home, 
and this is the best way for this dream to manifest. 
I am beyond grateful for the opportunities I have had serving this wonderful 
congregation.  I have served in many different capacities, previously as 
President of the Church Council, recently as Vice President of the Board 
of Directors, and as the Altar Guild Coordinator. I certainly could not have 
served in these capacities without the help and guidance of some very wonderful people, and it has been 
an honor to serve alongside so many talented people here at Red Hill.  I want to thank all of the ladies 
who have shown up every week to prepare for Sunday worship, as well as those who helped to make our 
Sanctuary look so beautiful at Christmas and Easter.

It has been my pleasure serving with you all, and I will certainly miss all of 
you!
It is such a blessing to know that we have so many wonderful members with 
servant hearts in our congregation.  
To that end, I would like to introduce you to Denise Harbour.  Denise will be 
assuming the role of Altar Guild Coordinator.  Over the last four years, Denise 
has been an integral part of the Altar Guild team, and I know she will do a 
great job.

I’m sure we can all agree that 2020 has been quite an eventful year.  We have 
encountered and lived with so many uncertainties, and ups and downs.  We are 

truly blessed to always know that the one constant we are never uncertain of is our relationship with God.  
What is God doing in your life right now? How have these circumstances strengthened your relationship 
with Him?
I know that in my life, the lessons of patience, prayer, purpose and self-examination have been at the 
forefront.  As we all have had to stay home and slow down our busy lives, I have looked much deeper into 
these areas of my own life, and it has become apparent what God has wanted me to work on, and what he is 
teaching me. 
I would like to take a moment to applaud all of our amazing church staff including Marty Schaefer, Isaiah 
Coughran Paul Marquardt, the incredible livestream team and especially Pastor Seth for “keeping things 
together” and pushing forward in spite of the many road blocks and obstacles.  We have never had a time in 
our lives where we were not able to worship together, and I know for many, this has been one of the hardest 
things.  Can you imagine living in a country where worship may result in persecution and even death?  
Praise the Lord for our freedoms!

Bettie Ore

Denise Harbour
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Red Hill Lutheran Church and School
    Board of Directors Update

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation was held on Sunday, August 30th.  In order to give all members 
an opportunity to participate, while still maintaining social distancing, the meeting was held in the sanctuary 
and via Zoom. Each year, our Annual Meeting is an important opportunity for the members of the church to 
discuss the past and future direction of the church, and to obtain updates from the Board President, Senior 

Pastor, School Principal, and others, regarding the direction of Red Hill in the new church year.

We had a great turnout of members who approved the Church and School budgets and elected several new 
members to our Board of Directors.

 
The Board wishes to thank those members who have completed their service and will be stepping down 

from their various leadership positions: Bettie Ore, Vice President and Karl Kottke, Director. Rich Records, 
former Director will now be assuming the position of Vice President. 

2020-2021 Red Hill Lutheran Church and School Board of Directors
Dr. Ken Hays, President

Rich Records, Vice President
Kymberly Rogers, Secretary

Mark Clement, Treasurer
Brian Aleman, Director-at-Large

Karen Caballero, Director-at-Large 
Brian Crooker, Director-at-Large 
Beth Phillips, Director-at-Large

Naomi Schaefer, Director-at-Large

2020-2021 Red Hill Lutheran School Board
Claire Markovsky, Chairperson

Danalyn Belgen, Vice Chairperson
Peggy Greene, Member
Kari Rigoni, Member
Sonja Scott, Member

Carrie Smith, Member
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Dates to RemembeR

13200 Red Hill Ave, Tustin, CA 92780 | redhillchurch.org | redhillschool.org | 714-544-3131

Orange Opening Day!
September 27th, 2020
Come join us on September 27th as we  kick-off the church 
and school year with a drive-thru fair and recognition of our 
Church and School Staff!

Reformation Sunday
October 25th, 2020
We recognize the “birthday” of the Lutheran Church with 
worship and special events!

All-Saints Sunday
November 1st, 2020
We honor our Saints and loved ones with special services of 
remembrance. 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
November 25th, 2020

Quilt Sundays
Sunday, October 11th and Sunday October 18th
Join us on the patio after services, or contact the church office for 
more information about how to purchase these beautiful handmade 
quilts!


