
The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

on  
Your Discipleship Path 

 
Sermon Series:  Holy Week 

(Lent 2020) 
 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: Holy Week 
 
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Hope (I can engage and endure the struggles and challenges in my life 
because of the person, promises, and power of Jesus Christ).  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Day #1--Monday, April 6th.  Read:  Mark 11:12-19; Matthew 21:12-17.  Encounter:   God’s Word and 
your life—What do you Hear and/or See? 
 
Yesterday began Holy Week.  This Holy Week, The Compass will focus on the final days of Jesus as he walks 
resolutely towards Golgotha and the cross. In Mark’s Gospel, we can follow a day-by-day account of Jesus’ 
last week.   
 
During Holy Week, Jesus intentionally and faithfully made His way towards the cross for one reason:  You!  
St. Augustine referred to Holy Week as the “Great Week” as it reflected the salvific fulfillment for 
humankind.  Jesus came into this world and was obedient to the Father and the Father’s desire that you 
come home to Him.  God does not want you to wander through life aimlessly, from moment to moment, 
and crisis to crisis, doubting that you are loved and valued by God. 
 
The death and resurrection of Jesus reveal the heart of God; A father’s heart that longs for His children to be 
healed, fulfilled, forgiven, and filled with hope.  Additionally, Holy Week provides both the content and 
purpose for the church’s work in the world—it’s mission.  The Lutheran historical perspective on Palm 
Sunday and Holy Week, reminds us that: 

 
Unless the Church can learn to identify itself with Christ in His death and resurrection, unless it can, 
on Palm Sunday, approach His victory through death, die with Him on Good Friday and rise with 
Him at the culmination of the Paschal Vigil, it cannot accomplish its mission, which is not only to 
proclaim the good news but to embody it and make it the pattern of its corporate life, even as Christ 
Himself not only proclaimed the Gospel but was and is the Gospel.1      

 
On Monday of Holy Week, Jesus “cleared” or “cleansed” the Temple.  The Temple in Jerusalem was divided 
into various courts.  There would be a large, outer “Court of the Gentiles” surrounding the inner sacred 
courts of the Temple itself.  No Gentile was allowed beyond this outer court.  It would be in the Court of 
the Gentiles that the high priest Caiaphas had authorized a market for the sale of ritually pure items 
necessary for temple sacrifice: wine, oil, salt, approved sacrificial animals and birds.  A theological and social 
complication of buying and selling involved the money used.  Roman money was considered unclean and 
had to be “changed” into Jewish coinage.  The money changers provided such a service.  Also, the annual 
half-shekel temple tax (See Exodus 30:12-16) was required of all male Jews 20 years of age and older.  A 
surcharge was permitted in these financial dealings and of course, fraud and theft were not uncommon.  
What is the point?  Again, all of this buying, selling, money changing, and carrying merchandize through the 
temple (see Mark 11:16) was taking place in the Court of the Gentiles!  Jesus was outraged by this blatant 

                                                 
1 J. Gordon Davies.  “Holy Week: A Short History.”  Manual on the Liturgy (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1979). 



disregard for the temple area specifically set apart for Gentile use.  Jesus’ actions were a judgment on the 
Temple; actions, it was believed, that only the coming Messiah could and would accomplish.  Jesus was 
claiming authority over the Temple itself! (See Hosea 9:15; Malachi 3:1-5). 
 
Question/Reflect: Consider why Jesus was so angry in the Temple.  How do you feel/what do you think 
about Jesus being angry in this passage?  How do you feel about expressing your anger?        
 
 Day #2--Tuesday, April 7th.  Read: Mark 11:20-13.37.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to 
Other Passages. 
 
On this day, Jesus’ authority is challenged.  As was typical of Jesus, He teaches by way of stories that 
confronted the Jewish leaders.  At the same time, some Greeks ask to see Jesus (See John 12:20-26).  Jesus 
teaches what has been called, the “Olivet Discourse,” while Judas agrees to betray Jesus.  Let’s focus on one 
element of this day:  Jesus’ “Parable of the Tenants.”   
 
This parable was a clear indictment of the religious leader’s corruption and disobedience of God.  In the 
parable, the rejection of the owner’s son (Jesus) was really a rejection of the owner (God).  The leaders’ 
rejection of John the Baptist, as well as their rejection of Jesus, was really a rejection of God Himself!  In 
Mark 12.10-11, Jesus focused the application of the parable on Himself as the Son, and affirmed this by 
quoting, word for word, Psalm 118:22-23.  This Psalm was considered by the Jewish people to be a Messianic 
Psalm; a Psalm referring to the vocation of the Messiah   
 
Through the parable and quotation of the Psalm, Jesus transitions the metaphors from son/tenants to stone/ 
builders.  The corner stone (capstone) was considered the most important stone of a building.  Biblical 
scholars suggest that this would also be a parabolic allusion to Jesus’ resurrection and exaltation.  A slain son 
cannot be resurrected but a rejected stone can be retrieved and used.  As Mark 12.12 tells us, the religious 
leaders were now looking to arrest Jesus because they realized that Jesus was talking about them!  However, 
knowing that Jesus had a popular following they looked for ways to secretly get rid of him.   
 
Question/Reflect:  How do you make Jesus feel welcome in your life each day?  In what ways is Jesus the 
“capstone” in your life?  
 
 Day #3--Wednesday, April 8th.  Read: Mark 14.1-11.   Explore:  The background to this text(s). 
 
On Wednesday of Holy Week, many commentators believe that Jesus likely spent the day (most or all) in 
Bethany with his disciples.  Today, we focus on the reality that Judas was already looking to betray Jesus and 
that all the powers of death and hell were mounting against Jesus.  One of the many ironies of this week, and 
particularly this day, is that Jesus spends time, perhaps in leisure, with His disciples who would thoroughly 
fail Him:  Judas who would betray him, Peter who would deny him, and the other disciples who would leave 
him.  Consider this reflection from Henri Nouwen: 
 

Passion is a kind of waiting—waiting for what other people are going to do.  Jesus went to Jerusalem to 
announce the good news to the people of that city.  And Jesus knew he was going to put a choice before 
them: Will you be my disciple, or will you be my executioner?  There will be no middle ground here.  
Jesus went to Jerusalem to put people in a situation where they had to say “Yes;” or “No.”  That is the 
great drama of Jesus’ passion: he had to wait upon how people were going to respond.  What would 
they do?  Betray him of follow him?”2  

 

                                                 
2 Henri Nouwen. Eternal Seasons 



Question/Reflect: If you knew ahead of time that someone was going to betray or hurt you, how would 
you treat that person?  How does Jesus show you what love is all about?   
 
  Day #4--Thursday, April 9th.  Read:  Mark 14.12-72.  Explore:  The Background to this Text. 
 
Maundy Thursday Services: Streaming at 12:00 Noon and 7:00 p.m. 
 
Today is Maundy Thursday.  On this day Jesus speaks to the disciples in the upper room, has His “last 
supper” with the disciples, struggles in Gethsemane, is betrayed, arrested, disowned by Peter, and tried by 
Jewish and Roman authorities.  Mark 14.12 begins the description of the preparations necessary for 
Passover. 
 
In Luke 22.19ff, Jesus took the bread (Greek: arton, an unleavened flat cake), offered thanks (Greek: eulogēsa; 
See also Mark 6:41), breaks the bread, and gives it to the disciples.  Jesus gave it to the disciples (with “and 
eat it” implied) and says that this is “my body.”  Similarly, after the meal (See 1 Corinthians 1:25), Jesus 
takes a cup, likely containing both red wine and water, gives thanks (eucharistēsas; See Mark 8:6-7; here is 
where we get the word “eucharist”), and gave it to the disciples.  Assuming Jesus followed the established 
Passover ritual this was the third of four prescribed cups of wine, “the cup of redemption;” (See 1 
Corinthians 10:16) which concluded the main portion of the meal.  Likely, Jesus did not drink the fourth 
cup, the cup of consummation.  The significance of that cup still lies in the future when Jesus and His 
followers will be together again in His kingdom (See Luke 22:29-30).   
 
In Luke 22.20 Jesus refers to the cup as a covenant.  The Greek word diathēkē (“covenant”) refers not to an 
agreement between two equals (a different Greek word, synthēkē), but rather to an arrangement established 
by one party, in this case God.  The other party—you and me—cannot alter it; we can only accept or reject 
it.  The New Covenant is God’s new arrangement in dealing with people, based on Christ’s death (See 
Hebrews 8:6-13).  The spiritual blessings Israel expected God to grant in the last days are now mediated 
through Christ’s death and resurrection to all who believe. 
  
Question/Reflect: What is your focus when you partake of Holy Communion?  
 
 Day #5-Friday, April 10th.  Read: Mark 15:1-41.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you through His 
Word. 
 
Good Friday Services: Streaming at 12:00 Noon and 7:00 p.m. 
 
The trial of Jesus took place before Roman political and religious authorities and comprised three phases: the 
initial interrogation by Pilate (See Matthew 27:2, 11-14; Luke 23:1-5; John 18:28-38); A second 
interrogation by Herod Antipas (See Luke 23:5-12); and a finally an arraignment before Pilate.  It was at this 
third phase where Pilate sought Barabbas’ release, and the verdict of crucifixion was rendered (See Matthew 
27:15-26; Luke 23:13-25; John 18:39-19:16). 
 
Before the Sanhedrin, Jesus was condemned for blasphemy under Jewish law; but before Pilate, Jesus was 
tried for treason under Roman law.  On both occasions, He was sentenced to die; A destiny which Jesus 
described many times (See Mark 10:33-34).  As was the common, Roman practice before crucifixion, Jesus is 
beaten and flogged.  The Roman soldiers’ mockery of Jesus included a ludicrous imitation of a vassal king’s 
regal robes (purple cloak), a gilded head-wreath (crown of thorns), and a staff placed in his hand (as a mock 
scepter).  The soldiers then proceeded to “honor” Jesus in the manner of how one would hail Caesar.  In 
Mark 15.19 the NIV translates, “again and again” to reflect the imperfect tense (continuous action) of the 



Greek verbs.  This would imply that the soldiers continually struck Jesus; at times, probably with the mock 
scepter.   
 
Mark 15.21-22; note the story of Simon from Cyrene.  Normally, the criminal would carry the cross beam, 
the patibulum, of his own cross.  This part of the cross weighed about 100 pounds.  The soon to be crucified 
would carry it through the city streets out to the place of crucifixion.  While Jesus began to carry His cross, 
after a night of beatings, scourging, and abuse—and likely, nothing to eat and drink, Jesus was too weak to 
continue.  The soldiers then randomly selected Simon who was standing in the crowd (Roman law stated 
that any Roman soldier could compel any civilian at any time to carry anything that the soldier requested—
but only one mile).  It was this Simon of Cyrene who was chosen to carry the patibulum to Golgotha.   
 
Jesus was crucified outside the city, but near the city wall (See John 19:20).  This place, Golgotha, is a Greek 
transliteration of an Aramaic word meaning, “The Place of the Skull.”  The word “Calvary” comes from the 
Latin Vulgate rendering “Calvaria,” a variation of “calva,” meaning “a skull.”  Golgotha was a rocky knoll 
that vaguely resembled the shape of a human skull.  In present day Jerusalem, outside the old city, there is a 
hill, inside of which, there is a carved out section that appears to resemble a skull.   
    
Mark simply writes in v. 24 “…and they crucified him.”  Crucifixion involved laying the condemned on the 
ground upon the patibulum with arms outstretched.  Metal spikes, 5” to 7” long, were driven into the wrists 
or hands.  The patibulum was then hoisted up and connected to the vertical post which usually remained in 
the same location.  The victim’s feet were then nailed into the vertical beam.  Often, a little wooden “shelf” 
was attached to the vertical beam partway up on the beam so that the crucified could either sit, or, if this 
“shelf” was placed under the feet, the condemned could push the body up.  In both instances this would be 
the natural reaction to the panic of slowly choking to death or asphyxiation.  This was done by the Roman 
army not out of pity, but rather to prolong the agony and death.   
 
Again, death usually resulted from asphyxiation after days of hanging on the cross.  In order to hasten death, 
sometimes the legs of the victim were broken (so they could no longer “push” themselves up on the “shelf.”  
See John 19:31-33).  The Romans would write the name of the condemned and their crime on a piece of 
wood, and then attach it to the cross (See John 19:19).  Mark recorded that the official charge against Jesus 
was that He was the “King of the Jews.”  While Pilate intended this charge as a mockery of Jewish 
independent hopes, in truth, Jesus was the King of the Jews (See John 19:21-22).  After Jesus uttered His last 
words, (Mark 15:37), a Roman Centurion, the very one who crucified Jesus, declares that “Surely, (literally, 
“truly,” as in “despite all the insults to the contrary”) this man was the Son of God.”  The first one to 
recognize and confirm Jesus’ identity was the one who killed him—a Roman Gentile!  
  
Question/Reflect: Jesus went through crucifixion for you and me.  If you were the only person in the 
world, Jesus still would have come and died for you!  
 
 Day #6--Saturday, April 11th.  Read:  Mark 15:42-47.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you through His 
Word. 
 
Jesus was taken off the cross before sundown on Friday so that His body would not remain on the cross in 
violation of Jewish law.  Jewish law stated that no Jew could remain on a cross before a Sabbath or festival 
(See Deuteronomy 21:23).  Jesus’ body is placed in a rock-tomb, literally, a tomb carved out of the side of a 
hill.  Rock tombs were sealed by rolling a large stone across the opening.  Mark notes that Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of Joses were there.  Since Joseph of Arimathea is not one of Jesus’ disciples and 
because of the late hour, the women do not participate in a burial ritual or lament.  Perhaps they were 
already pondering their return to anoint Jesus’ body as soon as the Sabbath was over.  The women would 
pay their respects to their dead Rabbi very soon.  It was now time to return home and contemplate the 



tragedy of the past few days.  How did their hope in Jesus die so quickly?  The women return home thinking 
what will they do next?  For sure, they will plan to go to the tomb before sunrise on the first day of the 
week—Sunday to pay their proper respects and anoint His body one final time.  As they make their way to 
the tomb on that early Sunday morning, what they will discover will change not only their lives, but the 
world!  You can come tomorrow and hear the “good news” yourself!   
 
During Holy Week, also called the Passion Week, we experienced Jesus’ suffering, His passion, for us.  We can 
see how God redeems Jesus’ suffering and grants us forgiveness, new life, freedom from sin, death, and hell, 
and a reconciled relationship with God the Father.  Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God 
has established a renewed relationship with you!  And, God has promised to renew you—your heart, mind, 
and soul!  We receive this relationship and divine power through faith alone—faith in Jesus and what He 
accomplished for us!   
 
The Lenten season is a time for spiritual growth and renewal.  As disciples, we continue to grow daily in our 
relationship with our Heavenly Father, who is committed to conforming you into the image of His Son.  At 
Red Hill, we believe that when we commit to and engage five, core disciplines of discipleship: 

 
Worship 
Bible Study 
Biblical Community 
Prayer 
Servanthood 

 
 
the Holy Spirit transforms us to be people of faith, hope, and love.  our relationship with God is deepened, 
our faith is strengthened, and we are equipped to love God and others well!   
 
This is all possible because, Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!    

 
Tomorrow is Easter Sunday: Join us streaming at 8:30 (Classical); 10:00 (Contemporary).   
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