
redhillchurch.org Page 1

Winter Edition | 2019-2020



The VinePage 2

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5

Dear Members and Friends of Red Hill,

As I write this, we are in the midst of the Advent season, anticipating the wonder and joy of Christmas!  
Soon, Christmas will give way to the season of Epiphany, and it’s focus on Jesus who is the manifestation 
(the meaning of the word “Epiphany”) and fulfillment of God’s promises;  both to His people, Israel, as 
well as to the world.  Because the glory of God has been manifested in and through Jesus, we are called as 
His disciples to manifest His glory by growing in faith and living out that faith in the day-to-day events and 
relationships in our lives.  

In this issue of The Vine, you will read about how God develops our faith and discipleship so that we 
can serve Him and others for His glory.  Additionally, you will be invited to participate in the many 
opportunities Red Hill offers to deepen your understanding of God’s Word, your Christian life, and how 
your relationships with others can be deepened as well.  As disciples of Jesus, we must be constantly 
equipped by God’s Word and Sacraments, so that we can faithfully follow our Lord, manifesting the love of 
Jesus in and through our lives.  In the words of the classic Epiphany hymn:  

 As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;
 As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;
 So, most gracious Lord, may we ever more be led by thee 

If this is your first time visiting Red Hill Lutheran Church, welcome!
If you’ve attended previously, welcome back!!

We invite you to join us for all of the wonderful ministry programs Red Hill has to offer in the New Year. 
Our friendly staff is available to answer questions you may have about any of Red Hill’s ministry programs, 
classes and events.  Our Church and School Staff contact information is listed on the next page, and I invite 
you to reach out to the staff member that leads the ministry area you may be interested in. 

I hope you have a blessed Christmas and a festive New Year!

In His Love,
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Advent: The Season of Preparation
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Dear Red Hill Church Family,

Happy New Year!  
No, I haven’t jumped a month ahead!  On Sunday, 
December 1st we began a new Church Year with the 
season of Advent.  The Advent season encourages the 
Christian to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ first and 
second coming.  Advent looks back at the birth of Jesus 
as the fulfillment of God’s promised Messiah and forward 
to the promised second coming of Jesus to consummate 
the divine promise of a healed world.  
The word Advent derives from the Latin word, adventus, 
meaning, “coming” or “arrival.”  During Advent, we 
prepare our souls through repenting and believing 
the good news that, through the birth, life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s kingdom has arrived.  
One day, God’s kingdom will come again when Jesus 
returns to judge the living and the dead.  Every Advent 
season is a reminder that we live “between the advents” 
of Jesus’ first (Christmas) and second (Judgment Day) 
coming!  The great Christian theologian and Church 
Father, Augustine, wrote this about Advent: 

The first coming of Christ the Lord, God’s son and 
our God, was in obscurity; the second will be in the 
sight of the whole world.  When he came in obscurity 
no one recognized him but his own servants; when 
he comes openly he will be known by both good 
people and bad.  When he came in obscurity, it was 
to be judged; when he comes openly it will be to 
judge. 

As with every season in the church, Advent is both 
historical and theological.  Historically, Advent guides 
us through the Biblical story of hope and expectation for 
the long-awaited Messiah; God’s chosen servant who will 
set the world right.  The messianic hope is articulated so 
powerfully by the prophets, particularly Isaiah.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9.6)  

Theologically, the Advent season reminds us that God 
is faithful to His promises that He will be with His 
people, redeeming us from sin, death, and the devil, 
and reconciling us to our Heavenly Father.  Advent 
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

provides opportunities for the church to articulate the 
deep yearnings and hopes of human beings for salvation 
and wholeness in this in-between time of the first and 
second coming of Jesus.  Lutheran theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer touches upon this double focus of Advent:

When the old Christianity spoke of the return of the 
Lord Jesus, they thought of a great day of judgment.  
Even though this thought may appear to us to be 
so unlike Christmas, it is original Christianity and 
to be taken extremely seriously….God comes into 
the very midst of evil and death, and judges the evil 
in us and in the world.  And by judging us, God 
cleanses and sanctifies us, comes to us with grace 
and love…Advent is a time of waiting.  Our whole 
life, however, is Advent—that is, a time of waiting 
for the ultimate, for the time when there will be a 
new heaven and a new earth, when all people are 
brothers and sisters and one rejoices in the words of 
the angels: “On earth peace to those on whom God’s 
favor rests.”  Learn to wait, because he has promised 
to come.  “I stand at the door…”  We, however, call 
him: “Yes, come soon, Lord Jesus!”

Jesus’ coming into the world means that “life as usual’ is 
over.  Jesus’ coming at Christmas, and His second coming 
at the end of history, is God’s announcement that He will 
have His way in this world.  God’s kingdom, His rule and 
reign are real, and we can receive them or we can seek 
other claims of authority in our lives. 
This year, the theme of our Advent and Christmas 
messages will be, “Christmas through the Eyes Of…”   
We will examine the Christmas story and its meaning 
through the places and people who were part of this 
sacred story.  
During this Advent and Christmas season, you are once 
again encouraged to Worship, study, question, explore, 
and experience the arrival of Jesus into our (your) world.  
Here are some practical ways you can prepare your heart, 
mind and soul for Jesus’ arrival this Advent season:
The Sermon and Compass series, “Christmas through 
the Eyes Of…”  Again, we will explore the Biblical 
foundations and stories associated with the birth of Jesus.  
This year we again offer a special Advent Compass, 
utilizing the ancient practice of the Daily Office, setting 
aside daily times to pray, meditate, and study.     
Participate in our special musical offerings during Sunday 
Worship and through the Chancel Choir concert.  Music is 
the language of the soul.  During Advent and Christmas, 
this “soul language” is particularly meaningful as it draws 
us into the message of Jesus’ coming.

Build or buy an Advent Wreath for family and/or personal 
devotions.  Traditionally, an Advent Wreath consists of 
four candles placed on a wreath, or at least four candles 
in a circle: three purple and one rose or pink candle.  Each 
week, typically on the preceding Sunday, a candle is lit 
to remind us of four significant aspects of the Christmas 
story: Prophecy, Bethlehem, Shepherds, and Angels (Pink 
Candle).  Often, after lighting the appropriate candle, a 
prayer is said, and a passage from one of the Psalms can 
be read (Perhaps here you can use the Advent Compass/
Daily Office).     
Take advantage of any of the special events and activities 
going on at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School.  We 
always have special outreaches to the community, as well 
as our regular weekly Bible studies, monthly Women’s 
circles, and group activities.  Red Hill Lutheran School’s 
incredible Christmas programs are filled with stories, 
singing, laughing, and fun, all the while being vivid 
reminders of the true “reason for the season!”  (The 
schedule of the Christmas programs can be found on the 
school’s website).  Even if you do not have children in 
our school, you are invited to join our RHLS children 
and their families!  Invite others to join you! 
One final note: in this issue of the Vine, I have added 
an article reminding all of us that during Christmas and 
Easter, non-believing and/or non-churched friends are the 
most open to attending church and exploring the message 
of the Christian faith.  Inviting someone to church may 
literally change their eternal lives!  At Red Hill, we have 
the awesome opportunity to reach this community with 
the world-changing truth that Jesus came to replace what 
Adam erased—an intimate, eternal relationship between 
God and each other.  
Please pray that those who come to Red Hill during this 
Advent and Christmas season will discover that the way, 
the truth, and the life they have been looking for has 
already found them--Jesus Christ!     
As we journey together through these Advent and 
Christmas seasons, preparing our lives for His arrival, 
remember, you are the reason He came!  You are the 
reason He will come again!  This is the hope and joy of 
Advent and Christmas!      
You will be in my prayers as you prepare for His arrival 
in your life.  
Have a great Advent and Christmas.  See you in church!
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Epiphany
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Beginning in January, we enter into the season of 
Epiphany.  The term “epiphany” comes from a Greek 
word which means “appearance” or “manifestation.”  
In early church history, the feast of Epiphany originally 
celebrated the birth of Jesus.  However, as the church 
established December 25th as the day to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth, Epiphany was designated as the event 
that manifested Jesus as the Son of God, the Savior 
of the world.  In Eastern Christianity, Epiphany was 
appointed as the day to celebrate the baptism of Jesus.  
In the West, Epiphany became the day to celebrate the 
manifestation of Jesus through three great events: the 
visit of the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, and the marriage 
feast of Cana.
The day of Epiphany is always January 6th (For 
Lutherans, the Sunday following Epiphany is celebrated 
as the “Baptism of our Lord” and the “First Sunday 
after the Epiphany”).  The season of Epiphany brings 
us to the end of the Advent and Christmas cycles in our 
Church Year, completing their rhythms of expectation 
and fulfillment.  During Epiphany, our focus turns 
toward the purpose and reason for the birth of this 
child: He has come to be the Savior for all people!  
This central truth, that Jesus has been manifested to 
all and for all people is the theme of Epiphany.  It is 
during the Epiphany season that we are to:   

…celebrate the revelation of Christ to the 
Gentiles—that is, to all nations.  Some Christian 
traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on 
this day: the magi’s adoration of the Christ child, 
Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and his first 
miracle, in which he changes water into wine. The 
Word and Sacraments are for us the great epiphany 
of God’s grace and mercy.  We go forth to witness 
to the light that shines brightly in our midst.1

In the history of the Western Church, the primary 
focus during the Epiphany season is on the story of the 
Magi and their visit to the Christ child.  As scholar and 
Christian theologian Robert Webber notes,

In the Western church…the day of Epiphany…
is always a celebration of the coming of the wise 
men who brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
to Jesus…Even as our Christmas spirituality was 
shaped by the dominant theme of the incarnation, 

1 Sundays and Seasons, Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2012. 

so now our Epiphany spirituality will be shaped 
by the overriding theme of Christ’s manifestation 
as Savior of the world.2

Why has the story of the visit of the Magi, sometimes 
referred to as the “Three Kings” or the “Wise Men,” 
been so dominant in Western Christianity?  What is 
the significance that the story of the Magi is found in 
Matthew’s Gospel alone?  Why did God include them 
in His story?  Let’s explore these questions.
As mentioned above, the coming of the Magi to 
see the child Jesus is only mentioned in Matthew’s 
gospel (Matthew 2:1–12).  First, the word “Magi” 
comes from the Greek word “mágos” (it’s plural is 
“mágoi”) which is transliterated as “magi” (“wise 
men”).  From the definitions and the descriptions 
provided in Matthew’s gospel, the Magi were probably 
Persian priest-astrologers who could interpret the stars, 
particularly the significance of the star that proclaimed 
the birth of the Messiah.  One of Matthew’s purposes in 
composing his Gospel was to show how Jesus fulfilled 
all of the messianic prophecies from the Old Testament.  
It is in the very beginning of his Gospel that Matthew 
records that these Magi were guided by a star in the 
sky.  Balaam prophesied about the coming Messiah 
marked by a star: 

“I see him, though not now; I behold him, though 
not near: A star shall advance from Jacob and a 
staff shall rise from Israel...” (Numbers 24:17). 

Of course, the Magi were not Jewish sages.  As non-
Jews they were Gentiles.  Psalm 72 speaks of how the 
Gentiles will come to worship the Messiah: 

“The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer 
gifts, the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring 
tribute. All kings shall pay Him homage, all 
nations shall serve Him” (Psalms72:10-11).   

Matthew recorded that the Magi brought three gifts: 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  In Isaiah, we read 
about the gifts that would be brought to the Messiah:  

“Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries 
from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming 
the praises of the Lord” (Isaiah 60:6).  

2 Robert E. Webber. Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality 
through the Christian Year, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004).
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In addition to being prophetic fulfillments and very 
valuable, the gifts from the Magi were also prophetic in 
themselves.  Biblical commentator M. Mills notes that:

The Old Testament frequently links gold to 
kings, so this gift recognized Jesus as a king, 
and indeed this is appropriate, for He is the King 
of kings!...Frankincense was used to compound 
the exclusive incense for the inner sanctum, the 
Most Holy place, God’s residence on earth (Exod. 
30:34–38), and the Old Testament sees incense 
as God’s special prerogative (Exod. 30:37; Ezek 
16:18)…Myrrh was one of the most valuable 
gum resins and, besides being used as a spice or 
medicine (this myrrh is not to be confused with 
Old Testament myrrh which is a different gum), 
was particularly used to embalm corpses (it was 
used in embalming Jesus (John 19:39–40). This 
gift thus recognized the significance of Jesus’ 
death, and as His office of Savior pivots on His 
sacrificial, atoning death, this gift interprets as 
recognizing Him as Savior, an insight the Magi 
could have gleaned from Isaiah 53.3

Finally, while the gospel account 
does not give names to the Magi, 
tradition and history has identified 
the Magi as Melchior, Caspar (or 
Gaspar), and Balthazar.  Also, we 
are not told that there were only 
three Magi.  This tradition likely 
came from the number of the gifts 
recorded in Matthew.
Of course, it is safe to say that 
the reason the Magi were not named is because the 
story is not about them!  The story is about God’s 
unfolding plan of redemption and reconciliation of the 
entire world.  All of the people and places described in 
Matthew, even nature itself (the star), are used by God 
to manifest His Son to the world.  And, the very gifts 
of the Magi manifest the person, work, and power of 
this infant Savior.
What does the story of the Magi tell us?  The Magi 
are living proof that God fulfills His promises and 
that Jesus has come for all people!  The Magi are the 
beginning of the Gentiles being included in God’s 
salvific plan.  The Epiphany season is that brief time 
in our Church Year where we are reminded that what 
3  Mills, M. The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record 
(Dallas, Texas: 3E Ministries, 1999).

the Magi discovered is what we have discovered as 
well; that in this child lay the “hopes and fears of all 
the years.”  That in Jesus Christ we are given gifts, the 
gifts of forgiveness, hope, and new life.  As the Magi 
returned home after their encounter with Jesus, we go 
forward in our lives with hope and joy.  Martin Luther, 
commenting on this story of the Magi, reminds us that

The first thing we should learn from this story…
is that the wise men went to search for Christ, the 
new born king, they did not find him in Jerusalem.  
Indeed, if they were to find Him at all, they would 
need to listen to the Prophet Micah…Thereafter, 
when they had received the Word…they…took 
the road to Bethlehem…The second thing that 
we should learn from this story is how to bear 
ourselves aright towards our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that is, that we should cast aside all offence, and 
together with these wise men witness before the 
world to the Lord Christ, seek Him from the 
bottom of our hearts, and adore him as our Savior.4

I like that Luther begins with God’s Word and ends with 
our lived response to those words.  Epiphany is that 

reminder that we are disciples—
followers of Jesus on the “road” 
of our lives.  As disciples, we 
must be constantly equipped 
with Word and Sacrament so 
that we can follow faithfully and 
manifest the love of Jesus in and 
through our lives.  In the words 
of the classic hymn, Epiphany is 
the annual reminder that,
As with gladness men of old did 

the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, 

beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we ever more be led 

by thee5

The season of Epiphany; a time to celebrate the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ who is the fulfillment 
of God’s promises, both to His people, Israel, as well 
as to the world.  Because the glory of God has been 
manifested in and through Jesus, we are called as His 
disciples to manifest His glory by growing in faith 
and living out that faith in the day-to-day events and 
relationship in our lives.  
4  Martin Luther. Day by Day We Magnify Thee, (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1982).
5  “As With Gladness Men of Old.” Lutheran Book of Worship: #82. 
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
The Book of Colossians

 Wednesdays 7:15a.m. to 8:00a.m. 
 Prayer Chapel

Teacher: Pastor Seth
Conflict in any area of life is challenging.  Conflict 
in the church is not only challenging, it can lead to 
divisions, loss of faith, and spiritual dis-ease.  At 
the same time, when it comes to people and human 
organizations, conflict is an inevitable aspect of our 
communal lives.  The question is:  How do we (will 
we?) deal with the conflicts among us?
The Book of Colossians was written by the Apostle 
Paul to deal with some of the conflicts facing the 
early church.  In almost every place that Paul visited, 
he had to deal with resistance, suspicion, and outright 
hostility to the mission of the Gospel of Jesus.  Some 
of the conflicts were theological, some were personal.  
However for Paul, what was of utmost importance 
was that God’s mission to bring salvation to a lost and 
broken world would not be stopped, and that no one 
fell short of the grace offered to them in Jesus Christ!  
As New Testament commentator J. Paul Sampley 
describes:

At the heart of Colossians is a Christological 
dispute over whether what has already been 
accomplished in Christ has actually liberated 
the believers from the powers of the  universe 
and given them proper access to God.  The 
opponents…seem to be urging asceticism, 
observance of special holy times and worship 
of celestial powers as means of gaining wisdom 
and access to God.  By appealing to tradition…
[Paul] disputes the need for requirements 
beyond the “Christ in you” (1.27) that they 
already know.1   

What was true for Paul and the church in Colossae, is 
true for the church today.  In the dominant culture in 
which we live, we hear message after message telling 
us how to get “the good life;” how to be happy, how 
to have a perfect relationship, how to live without fear.  
Television preachers and various religious groups tell 
us how to get God (or the gods) to bless us and give 
us the life we deserve.  However, what we are told in 
the book of Colossians (really all of Scripture), is that 
Jesus, and Jesus alone, gives us access to God and a 
1  J. Paul Sampley. The HarperCollins Study Bible (New York: 
HarperCollins Publishers, 1989).  

life of meaning and purpose that flows from this divine 
relationship!  
The church in every age will need to understand and 
address in Christ-like ways, the inter-personal and 
cultural conflicts that arise in a broken, sinful and 
hurting world.  As we will learn through this study, the 
book of Colossians has much to teach the church today.  
Some of the issues to be explored will be:

•	 How do we find common ground in Jesus 
Christ in the midst of conflicts and resistance?

•	 The supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ 
in our lives.

•	 Identifying and confronting false teachings 
inside and outside the faith.

•	 The real battle we have with cosmic evil.
•	 The future hope we have that Jesus will, one 

day, make all things new!  
You are invited to join us for this verse-by-verse study 
in the book of Colossians.  (At the conclusion of our 
study, many in the class reconvene at Spire’s Restaurant 
in Tustin for breakfast and continuing conversation).  
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Winter (January-February, 2020) Sermon Series
“Reset” 

By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
One of the nice things about technological “gadgets,” is 
the ability to “reset” when they freeze up or encounter 
some other problem.  Just push a button and wait—
everything comes back as it should, and on you go.  
While we are on the subject of technology, one of 
my favorite keys on the computer is the “undo.”  You 
know, you make a mistake or delete something in 
error—simply “undo,” and its back!   Oh, if only life 
were that simple!   

The truth is, sometimes we do need a “reset” in our 
lives, especially our lives of faith.  We enter seasons 
where we feel lost, confused, empty, stalled, and often 
doubting what we once believed so easily.  Or, maybe 
we are going through (or have gone through) a very 
difficult experience in our lives that is (has) changed the 
direction of our lives.  If only we could push a button 
and “reset.”  Or click “undo” and have everything go 
back to how it was 
before.  But of course, 
we can’t.  However, 
the truth is that we 
are not without hope; 
we are not left on our 
own to figure things 
out and “get on with 
life.”  Jesus Christ 
came into our world 
to bring us back; back 
to God, back to who 
we were created to be; 
back to life!  One of 
the core messages of the Christian faith is that we can 
“reset,” we can renew our hearts and minds through 
God’s presence and power in our lives so that we can 
move forward in faith, hope, and love, with purpose 
and even  joy.

Through this series we will explore how Jesus can reset 
our lives through His presence, power, and passion.  We 
will also examine the truth that, even though in life we 
can’t “undo” many of the circumstances we go through, 
Jesus still can take our circumstances, our failures, our 

hurts, habits, and hang ups, and make sure that they do 
not “undo” us!  Here is what we will examine as we 
study God’s Word:

January 5th:     (Baptism of Jesus) “The Call”
January 12th:  “Next Steps” 
January 19th:  “Fear What?”
January 26th:  “Follow Where?”
February 2nd:  “The Fine Print”
February 9th:   “What I Want to Want”
February 16th: “Leading Great”
February 23rd: “Unfollowers” 
February 26th   Ash Wednesday (Lent begins):  

“The Hard Road”

Worship is the heartbeat of the church and discipleship!  
As a Lutheran Church, we Worship through Word and 
Sacrament.  During the corporate Worship services, 

we are fed by God’s 
Words and Holy 
Supper.  As Scripture 
tells us:

 “Let us hold 
fast the confession 
of our hope without 
wavering, for he 
who promised is 
faithful. 24 And let 
us consider how to 
stir up one another 
to love and good 

works, 25 not  neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near (Hebrews 
10.23-25). 

I encourage you to meet together with us in Worship, 
and to learn and grow with us as we strive to “stir up 
one another to love and good works.”  Looking forward 
to seeing you in church!
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Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran Church: “New Member Class: 101”
Sunday, January 12th, 2020 from 11:30am to 1:30pm

Christian Life Center

Why become a member of a church?  Answering this 
question begins with an understanding of why the 
church exists.  The church exists to display the glory of 
God because all things exist for His glory.  It is through 
the church that God gives His good gifts of Word and 
Sacraments, so that we may be saved from sin, death, 
and the devil.  Jesus called His church to go and 
make disciples, Baptizing and teaching all that Jesus 
commanded (Mathew 28.19-20).  This is the mission of 
God through His church.  A member of a local church 
is a disciple who is committed to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ and the mission of Jesus’ church!      
Additionally, in the pages of Scripture, we hear the 
church of Jesus Christ described as the “gathering of 
the redeemed,” the “household of God” (Ephesians 
2:19), the “bride of Christ” (Revelation 21:2, 9) and the 
“body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12-31).  As Pastor 
and theologian Mark Dever writes, “If the Bible is 
the cornerstone of our church, then membership is the 
cement that holds us all together.  Both Christ and Paul 
pointed us toward membership for our encouragement, 
our protection, and our instruction.”  At Red Hill, our 
membership process is the beginning of this journey 
toward connecting to the body of Christ and growing 
as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 

and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not 
a Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching, 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is, God wants you!  
If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining 
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions 
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to 
join us for the next “New Member Class: 101.”  “New 
Member Class: 101” examines the core teachings of 
the Bible, the nature of the Christian faith, the Lutheran 
understanding of the faith, and what it means to be a 
member of this particular body of Christ, Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School.  
The next “New Member Class: 101” will be on 
Sunday, January 12th, from 11:30am to 1:30pm in the 
Christian Life Center (CLC).  Registration for the class 
can be made on Sundays by marking your Worship 
Response Card or by calling/emailing Donna Kunz, 
at 714-544-3131 ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.org. 
Registration closes Wednesday, January 8th. 
As this class is in many ways an “adult Confirmation 
class,” even if you are currently a member of Red Hill 
and would like to learn more about our faith, and/or 
spend some time reviewing our core beliefs, you are 
welcome to attend!       
We are looking forward to seeing you!  
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The Nature of the Christian Faith 
A “Journey” or “Process” (Always Growing and Learning)

By Angela Calderon  

We all wish we knew the future.  We think somehow 
it would make our current life easier.  I heard someone 
once say, “if you knew the future, it would destroy 
hope.”  The mystery God provides, by not revealing 
everything to us, is actually a gift, meant to preserve 
our hope.  He wants us to trust Him as we journey 
through this life and seek His way each step along the 
way as our time in this world ebbs and flows, good 
and bad.

The journey of faith differs for each of us.  We see this 
lived out in the lives of the disciples.  Even though they 
walked with Jesus they still struggled to understand 
and fully grasp the way Jesus was modeling for them.  
We should find comfort in the fact that God never 
demands we have it all right.  All He asks is that we 
follow Jesus, to “abide in…” John 15:4 and “listen 
to….” Luke 9:35, Him.  

The world often tries to pull us in so many different 
directions that it seems impossible to stay focused on 
the invisible face of Jesus.  Each of us must choose and 
actively engage in those things that keep Jesus real and 
present in our hearts and minds.  Just as doing your job 
well requires study and training, so does your faith in 
Jesus.  It’s a process that needs to be nurtured day by 
day, moment by moment.  

Everything Jesus stands for is counter intuitive to our 
culture and worldly ways, so I encourage you to seek 
to abide in Him through the various small groups 
and bible studies provided.  Our theme this year is 
Reach, Renew, Rejoice.  Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  1 Thessalonians 
5.16-18

Ways to connect and grow beginning in January:

Monday Night Men’s Group, 6:15pm - 8:45pm
Meeting for dinner and various studies at Bill 
Calderon’s home.  Contact Bill at (714) 878-2691.

Wednesday Evening Women’s Small Group - 
6:15pm - 7:30pm
Various topical studies that help us to practice replacing 
destructive thoughts with God’s word and making our 
faith alive by walking with Jesus through scripture, 
prayer and support from our community of other 
followers.  Contact Angela Calderon at (714) 878-3274 
or acalderon@redhillchurch.org.

Care Team Ministry - An Opportunity to Pray 
Beginning January 15th, 2020, we will be opening our 
beautiful prayer chapel on Wednesday mornings from 
8:00am-10:00am and Sunday mornings, from 9:30am-
11:30am to provide a place of quiet where you can sit 
and be still with the Lord in prayer; alone or with a 
prayer partner.  We will have some members of our 
congregation who have the gift of encouragement and 
prayer available to pray with you.  

Opportunity to Serve
I am seeking additional prayer warriors who are 
willing to share God’s goodness received in their 
own lives with others who need encouragement and 
prayer.  If you have an hour to give, please contact 
Angela Calderon at (714) 878-3274 or acalderon@
redhillchurch.org.

Weekly Bible Studies continue on Sunday and 
Wednesday mornings.  See bulletin for details.
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“Emotionally Healthy Relationships: 
Discipleship that Deeply Changes Your Relationship with Others”

February 2nd through March 22nd 2020
11:30am to 12:30pm
Christian Life Center

We all live in relationships.  Relationships are one of 
the biggest blessings in our lives and, relationships 
are one of the biggest challenges in our lives!  Have 
you ever heard the old joke:  “My life (job, day, 
night) would be perfect it weren’t for other people?”  
The truth is we can’t escape relationships.  In fact, 
toward the end of His ministry, Jesus summarized 
the entire Bible for His followers with these words:  
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart…this 
is the first and greatest commandment.  And the 
second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.  
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandants.” (Matthew 27.37-40)  When we 
experience a breakdown in our relationship with 
God, a breakdown in our relationship with others 
follows.  The connection between the two is 
inseparable.   

Consider this:  We spend a lot of money and time 
to learn, and become competent in our careers and 
hobbies, but few of us have learned skills or gained 
the competency to love well and strengthen our 
relationships.  Like all of our discipleship, we must 
learn practices and develop habits that empower us 
to love God, others, and self in God-honoring ways.  
This is the purpose of the “Emotionally Healthy 
Relationships” course.   

Through this course, we will examine eight, core, 
relationship skills that equip us to love others in a 
mature way.  Just as important, we will examine 
how we can mature in our relationship with Jesus, 
opening our human relationships to Him so that 
He can reshape them as He reshapes us!   Using 
Scripture, video, and discussion, we will explore:

•	 “Your Community Temperature Reading”
•	 “Stop Mind Reading and Clarify 

Expectations”
•	 “Genogram Your Family”
•	 “Explore the Iceberg”
•	 “Listen Incarnationally”
•	 “Climb the Ladder of Integrity”
•	 “Fight Cleanly”
•	 “Develop a “Rule of Life” to Implement 

Emotionally Healthy Skills” 

Additionally, we will offer/encourage participants 
to use an Emotionally Healthy Relationships 
Daily Office devotional that will provide a flexible 
structure for daily time with God, focusing on the 
respective skill for that week.
      
Our overall hope and prayer is that we will learn 
these skills so well that they become second nature 
to us as disciples of Jesus, as we carry these skills 
into our church, workplace, family, school, and 
neighborhood.  Thus fulfilling Jesus’ assurance:  

 “By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 
13.35)



redhillchurch.org Page 13

Invite One
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

In John 14.12-14, Jesus said, 

“I assure you: The one who believes in Me 
will also do the works that I do. And he will 
do even greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in 
My name, I will do it so that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything 
in My name, I will do it.”

Jesus promises a “greater work” in John 14:12 for those 
who believe in Him.  In this text, greater does not mean 
more power.  Greater does not mean more knowledge.  
You can’t have more power or knowledge than Jesus.  
What is Jesus assuring us here?  Greater means extent:  
Jesus’ ministry was limited to three years in a specific 
geographic range within the Middle East.  Today, the 
church has the mandate to go to all people in all nations 
with the Gospel of Jesus (Matthew 28.19-20). 

When Jesus tells the church (disciples) to go, sometimes 
t h a t  m e a n s 
overseas and to 
different countries 
a n d  c u l t u r e s .  
However today, 
different cultures 
and countries are 
across the street; 
across the office 
hallway; across 
our living rooms!  The “greater works” that Jesus tells 
us we will do sharing His message of love with others, 
may be in our own backyards.  What if everyone in 
our church reached one person this year?  The church 

would double in size!

Even for those who are not believers and/or have little 
church background, the simple, yet powerful story of 
the birth of Jesus, touches the human heart in deep 
and profound ways.  God can use you to reach some-
one with the Gospel message this Christmas!

This Christmas, we encourage you to pray about the 
one you could invite to one of our Christmas services 
this year.  Do you know someone who is unchurched, 
de-churched, and/or feeling lost spiritually?  Why not 
reach out to them and… 

…Invite them to church/Worship.

…Bring them to a group or church event.

…After a church service or other event at 
Red Hill, take them out for a meal after 
church.

…Encourage 
your guests to 
complete a Wor-
ship Response 
Card and we will 
follow up and 
welcome them, 
encouraging them 
to return!

Who is your one?  
A “greater work” begins with just one.  If everyone 
reached one, then a great work would multiply rapidly 
at Red Hill Lutheran Church!  Merry Christmas!

Most statistics tell us that 80% of people are 
receptive to an invitation to church, 

especially during the holidays that are 
focused on the Christian story—

like Christmas! 
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Operation Christmas Child: RHLS’s November Philanthropy

Operation Christmas Child uses gift-filled shoeboxes 
to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children 
in need around the world.  Red Hill Lutheran filled 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes with fun toys, 
school supplies and hygiene items so that these gifts 
can be delivered to children in need to demonstrate 
God’s love. For many of these children, the gift-filled 
shoebox is the first gift they will ever receive.  

Shoeboxes were collected during our November 20th 

all school Thanksgiving Chapel, where our K-5 grades 
performed songs.  November chapel offerings were 
also used to help pay for the shipping of the shoeboxes.  
Our final count for boxes collected: 934!!!
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Samaritan’s Purse is a nondenominational 
evangelical Christian organization providing 
spiritual and physical aid to hurting people 
around the world. Since 1970, Samaritan’s 
Purse has helped meet needs of people who 
are victims of war, poverty, natural disasters, 
disease, and famine with the purpose of sharing 
God’s love through His Son, Jesus Christ. The 
organization serves the Church worldwide to 
promote the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Sharing the Gospel and Spreading the Good News!

As disciples of Jesus, we are his missionaries. 
We define a missionary as one who is sent by 
Jesus, through the church, to carry out the mission 
of God in the world.  Jesus called us from the 
world into his body (the church), and has sent us 
from the church back into the world to share the 
Good News that we have received.  Therefore, 
a missionary is not defined by where he is sent, 
but by who does the sending.

We are called to be missionaries in our homes, 
our neighborhoods, our community, our country 
and also the rest of the world.  

The following letter was written to Red Hill by one 
such missionary. 
 

Gracious Red Hill Lutheran Family & Friends, 
I hope everything is going well with all of you.  With God’s grace 
and your generous support, I was able to travel to El Salvador this 
past July to serve alongside some of my best and closest friends 
from school. I enjoyed every second of it, and really didn’t want to 
leave; even after eight nonstop days running on very little sleep. It 
was truly an amazing experience and I am extremely grateful for 
all of your donations that enabled me to participate. 

Upon our Saturday night arrival, we quickly got settled at the 
mission house and went to bed. Sunday, we got up early and went 
to church. We enjoyed a fun worship service followed by a great 
student-led message. The next two days, the guys and girls split up 
to do different things. While the girls went to various orphanages 
in the San Salvador area to get the orphan girls’ dresses and shoes 
fitted for the Quinceneara, our group of guys went to a small village 
in Santa Ana (El Salvador) to finish construction of a house for a 
single mother and her teenage daughter. We made and laid concrete 
and painted the house and when there was downtime, we were able 
to play with the kids from the village who came to help as well. 

Wednesday, the guys had the privilege to go to a boy’s orphanage to fit them for 
the quinceanera. It was a special moment because this was the first year ever that 
the foundation was bringing boys to the party, and they were happy to be the first. 

Later, we went to the local Wal-Mart to shop for furnishings for the house we’d 
just finished building. We then delivered the furnishings and hosted a dedication 
celebration at the house.  People from the entire village came to celebrate with 
the family that had just received their new home.  We also brought food and 
donated clothing for everyone in the village. 

Thursday was the longest, and most important day of the trip, as it was the day 
of the quinceanera.  We were up early to head to the venue for set-up. The tables, 
centerpieces, decorations, flowers, balloons, and the table settings all needed 
to be complete in a few short hours before the kids arrived. We had fun working 
to make everything look special for the teens about to receive a party unlike 
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anything they had ever known. 
 The party began with each girl being escorted and “announced” as they 
entered the main ballroom.  We made several trips so that each girl was 
escorted properly.  This was followed by a meal and lots of dancing. It was 
truly a blessing to see all of the joyful, smiling faces having the time of their 
lives. I was told that after these quinceaneras, the girls often say it was the 
best day of their lives, and I was extremely happy and humbled to be a part of 
it. 

On our last day, we drove to a beach to have fun and relax.  We enjoyed 
talking about all of the special moments from the night before. In addition to 
serving together as a team, one unexpected outcome of the trip is that students 
I initially did not know that well, all became close friends on the trip.  It truly 
was a unique bonding experience.  We have met a few times since the trip for 
worship and study.  

I am so grateful for the opportunity I had to serve with them.  Aside from that 
I was humbled when reminded how blessed I am to live in the USA, and how 
the people I meet in other countries are so full of joy with very little.  When 
they learn, and are encouraged by the gospel and the love of Christ, their hearts and faces light up.  They 
simply can’t believe that a group of American kids would travel to create, make, and host things they never 
thought they would experience. 

It reminds me that when God gives us a great deal, He desires that we return these gifts tenfold, and do 
great things in His name.

To conclude, I would like to thank all of you for donating to give me the privilege to have this life-changing 
experience. I was able to grow closer in my faith with the Lord as well as share my experiences with new 
people and experience a new culture as well.

I cannot wait to see all of you in person to share more about the trip.  Thank you so much and I hope to see 
you soon!

In His love,
Joey Schell
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Red Hill’s Beautiful Sanctuary
The 16’ Chancel Cross is made of an oak base, 
highlighted with metal. The front panel of the Altar 
is made in one piece of finely grained Italian white 
marble, with a gracefully carved pelican in the 
center. The pelican is a symbol of the Atonement. 
The pelican, in time of necessity, will draw blood 
from its own breast to feed its young. The top and 
side edges of the Altar are beautifully veined, dark 
green marble from Greece. 

The stately, wrought iron and mosaic candle 
holders and candle stands were made by Mrs. 
Betty Olsson in 1962.  The Eternal Light that 
hangs over the Lecturn symbolizes the presence 
of Christ.
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Red Hill’s Magnificent Baptistry Windows
The large, central 9’ by 17’ colored window behind 
the Baptistry  is the “Christ With Children” window. 
Jesus is shown with his right hand extended, 
welcoming and gathering the children to Him. 
The disciple in the background tries to push the 
children away, as he feels that they are bothering 
Jesus. Christ replies, “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me and forbid them not.  For such is 
the kingdom of Heaven.”

The striking window has bright and beautiful 
colors, which are highlighted from the exterior in 
the daytime by the sun, and from the interior at 
night to convey a friendly message to passers by 
on Red Hill Avenue.
The two side windows depict St. Peter baptizing 
the multitudes, and St. Paul, the jailer. In the back 
wall of the Baptistry, is the descending dove and 
seven cloven tongues of flame, representing the 
Holy Spirit of God present at the Baptism of Christ 
and bestowing His gifts of Whitsunday.
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“We must never 
forget why we have, 
and why we need 
our military. Our 
armed forces exist 
solely to ensure our 
nation is safe, so 
that each and every 
one of us can sleep 
soundly at night, 
knowing we have 
“guardians at the 
gates.” – Allen West

Cameron Calderon, US Army

Matt Browne, US Navy

Red Hill is so very proud of our member’s sons and daughters who proudly 
serve our country in the United States Military.  These brave men and women 

keep our country safe, and we are so grateful for their service.

Taylor Spinoglio, US Marine Corps
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Anya Rigoni, US Army National Guard

Kevin Brown, US Army Ranger

Adam Curiel, US Air Force

“The soldier is the Army. 
No army is better than it’s 
soldiers. The soldier is also 
a citizen. In fact, the highest 
obligation and privilege of 
citizenship is that of bearing 
arms for one’s country.”
 – George S. Patton, Jr.

"If your actions inspire oth-
ers to dream more, learn 

more, do more and become 
more, you are a leader." 
-- John Quincy Adams
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Frankie Schaefer, US Air Force

Matt Curiel, US Army

"There are no secrets to 
success. It is the result of 
preparation, hard work, 
learning from failure." 
– Colin Powell

“The true soldier fights 
not because he hates 
what is in front of him, 
but because he loves 
what is behind him.”
- G.K. Chesterton

God bless the brave men and women of our military!

Service members not 
pictured

Calvin Tyler Crawford
John Farrinacci

Giacomo Hennigan
Gilio Hennigan
Brandon Perry

Captain Brianna Robinette
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The Gift of Gratitude  
By Mark Colon

As the Christmas season approaches, I sometimes find myself getting swept up in the commercialism of the 
Holiday. I feel my mind focusing on what gifts I will be giving to loved ones. Often, I am also thinking of 
what gifts I might be receiving. 
Whether giving or receiving, it dawns on me that I am thinking about myself instead of reflecting on what 
the Christmas season is truly all about: celebrating the birth of a child who came into this broken world to 
literally, save my life! I should be rejoicing in gratitude to God for delivering into this chaotic world His 
only son, Jesus Christ, who would eventually die so that I could have eternal salvation! 
I believe we are all probably familiar with Philippians 4:13 where Paul writes, 

“I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” 
But, are we familiar with the preceding verses? 
In Philippians 4:11-12.Paul proclaimed, 

“Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how to be content with whatever I have. I know how 
to be content with whatever I have. I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have 
learned the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty 
or little.” 

It gives me pause to consider, do I look at what I have with gratitude or do I focus on the things I don’t 
have?
God has given all of us the greatest gift: His son, Jesus Christ.  May we revel in this knowledge with delight 
and gratitude!
Also, may we have gratitude for all of the gifts God has given us, whether they be big or small. 
My prayer for everyone this Christmas season is to be grateful for what we have. May we intentionally 
demonstrate our gratitude in our words and actions through examples to our children and the people around 
us.
Merry Christmas!
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You Are Invited!
   By Dr. Paul Marquardt, RHLS Principal

When was the last time you visited an elementary 
school or middle school classroom to observe what 
takes place inside?  I would be willing to bet you 
would be extremely surprised at what takes place in 
classrooms here at Red Hill Lutheran School on a 
daily basis.  
As you may know, Red Hill Lutheran School recently 
was voted as Best Faith-Based Elementary and Junior 
High School in Orange County.  This honor is rewarding 
to receive, but also well deserved.  Teachers and staff 
at Red Hill Lutheran School work very diligently to be 
the best at their craft that they can be; by staying current 
on research based teaching pedagogy (tricks and 
techniques) to constantly engage students in learning.  
Teachers are challenging students to think about 
complex problems in new and varied ways, which will 
prepare them for their high school educational journey, 
as they soon will become young adults and future 
leaders in our community.  I am confident to say that 
Red Hill Lutheran School provides the best education a 
parent can access for their child, with one exception or 

addition; RHLS teachers constantly connect and infuse 
Biblical truths and teachings into ALL SUBJECT areas 
(Biblical Integration).  As an outreach ministry and 
mission of Red Hill Lutheran Church, we seek to put 
hands and feet on to the Gospel Message for all of the 
over 450 students, parents, and community members 
we connect with each day.
The last two years our enrollment has grown because 
of our high academic standards and excellent teachers 
who deliver content in creative and fun ways to students 
of all learning levels.  Parents seek the best for their 
children while praying that they will remain grounded 
in a Christian Faith that guides and directs their young 
lives.  At Red Hill Lutheran School we are on the 
top of our game as we provide top notch Christian 
Education for children from age 3 (Preschool) through 
8th grade.  In this issue of The Vine, you are provided 
with a snapshot of information on several of our 
outstanding and award winning programs: Performing 
Arts Department (choral, instrumental, and drama); 
STEM programs; Science Olympics Team; Before & 
After School Enrichment programs; and our monthly 
Philanthropies.  However, this is only a small snap shot.  
The best way is to come see for yourself! Please accept 
my invitation to come visit us and see what goes on 
in the classrooms at Red Hill Lutheran School.  Our 
Admissions Director, Mrs. Lori Browne (lbrowne@
redhillschool.org) is always willing to meet and show 
you around, answer questions, and inform you about 
all the amazing educational opportunities that we have 
here at Red Hill Lutheran School.
Additionally, if you are interested in volunteering to 
serve with us, please contact me directly (pmarquardt@
redhillschool.org).  I am constantly amazed by how 
many parents and grandparents have a desire to help 
with the Christian Educational program, and have 
experience or backgrounds that lend themselves to 
these volunteer opportunities.
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Save the Date for The Second Annual 
Red Hill Lutheran School Gala!

We are thrilled to announce our second annual fundraising gala and auction to be 
held March 7th, 2020 at 6:00pm.  

This event will take place at the amazing Highway 39 Event Center in Anaheim.  
Our theme this year is a Red Hill Lutheran Sock Hop. 

Attendees are encouraged to reach back in time to the 1950’s and come attired 
in their favorite poodle skirts and bobby sox, lettermen’s jackets and loafers, 

ponytails and pompadors 50’s costumes and all!  
Preparations are underway for this wonderful night and we hope you will 

prayerfully consider joining us to support and raise funds for our amazing school 
and help to promote future, Christ-centered leaders. 

 Funds from this event will help to provide new turf for our school play yards and 
help begin our 5 in 5 capital campaign for new educational facilities.  We will also 
continue to designate funds for current technology and transportation support for 

our off campus educational trips.  
We look forward to mingling with all “cool cats” for this “rockin’ rollin’” good time of 

fellowship, food, dancing and a live auction.  
This is a great opportunity to meet others in our church, and school community 

who want to make a difference for our students.
For more information, contact Chantey Darling at cdarling@redhillschool.org

RED HILL LUTHERAN SCHOOL

G  A  L  A
2020

G  A  L  A
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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“The only thing to do with good advice 
is to pass it on. It is never of any use to 
oneself.”― Oscar Wild
The theme of growing in knowledge and faith has been 
a recurrent theme this school year in Middle School 
S.T.E.M. The students have gained responsibility as 
Christian citizens to share the knowledge they are 
given through their education at RHLS. Whether that is 
knowledge about God, digital citizenship, engineering, 
problem-solving, educational tools, creative ideas, etc. 
We can share the variety of gifts we are given with 
others to bring glory to the Lord. 
 The S.T.E.M. students are given opportunities 
throughout the school-year to educate the younger 
students about what they are learning in class. 
For example, the 8th grade students are working 
on Tackling Plastic in a National Geographics 
competition. The students are making videos, maps, 
models, and creating campaigns to help others make 
better decisions in order to care for our planet. After 
studying digital citizenship in the first trimester, the 7th 
grade students created lessons and activities to educate 
3rd-5th grade about how to be safe and wise online. 
 This concept of sharing our journeys and 
stories in learning is being modeled to our students by 
our monthly Lunch & Learns.  Every month the 7th 
and 8th grade students are invited to enjoy their lunch 
while listening to a career-speaker. The speakers share 
about their journeys and which steps in education and 
character were necessary to get them seated in their 
current profession. It is not only interesting to learn 
about different professions, but it is also good to hear 
unique stories from others, and how life is often full 
of surprises and changes which shape the journey. The 
students are learning life applications such as: how 
to navigate, problem-solve, and how to practically 
pursue their God-given gifts. Life is a long path that 
can sometimes be rough and hazardness; or at other 
times be smooth and leisurely. Sanctification teaches 
us that when we walk this path with Christ, we grow 
in wisdom and become more capable to further God’s 
kingdom. 

“For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of 
money, and the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom 
preserves the life of him who has it.” Ecclesiastes 7:12 

Robert Lucas- Camera Operator. 

Joe Coggins and Kyle Clarke- Director of Engineering and 
robotics. 
A production robotic arm was demoed for the students.

S.T.E.M.
By Sarah Bridgman, S.T.E.M. Instructor
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Jenni Johnson- Physical Trainer & owner of RoughFit Fitness and 
iFit training/videography. 

The next Lunch & Learn with be in January. If you 
would like to learn more about these events or share 
your career journey with the students, please contact 
Sara Bridgman at sbridgman@redhillschool.org.

Science Olympics
By Dr. Ken Hays, Geometry Instructor

A few years ago, Mr. Wakita launched Red Hill Lutheran 
School’s annual Science Olympiad participation.  He 
asked a few science-oriented adults at Red Hill to 
help oversee the student’s projects and entries.  It has 
certainly been rewarding, both for the students and 
the adults.  The Lord created our world.  The students 
(and adults!) learn to work within His creation on 
these projects.
During my first year, one of the available competition 
categories was optics.  This category involved both a 
written test and a fascinating experimental challenge:  
The students had to position up to five mirrors so they 
diverted a laser beam around an obstacle and then onto 
a small target spot, all within a defined time limit.  This 
was an especially tough feat because the rules require 
that the laser be turned off until all of the mirrors 
are in their final positions.  A lot of careful 
geometry is involved.  Our team of middle 
school competitors became quite proficient at 
placing the mirrors to divert the beam around 
the obstacle and still land the laser spot very 
close to the target!
For the past two years, my team has competed 
in the elastic-launched glider challenge.  The 
students construct and test small and very 
lightweight glider airplanes designed for 
launch using an elastic sling.  We choose 
the design of the gliders.  Then the students 

construct their planes over a period of weeks.  We do 
numerous test launches and make design adjustments 
to improve their performance.  The final competition 
is held in a large athletic building at UC Irvine.  The 
longest-duration flight wins.  It’s a fair competition 
because God’s physical rules are consistent!  In our first 
year at the glider competition, our Red Hill students 
made me proud as they came very close to earning 
a prize.  This is significant because there are several 
extremely experienced teams from several other local 
middle schools that have done this for many years.  
We have already learned a lot.
This year we have an improved and lighter glider 
design and our students are now building them.  We 
have high hopes for our best planes at the competition 
at the Science Olympiad early next year.  Go Eagles!
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Red Hill Lutheran School Enrichment Programs
By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Director

If you have the chance to visit the Kids Zone during 
the week, you might notice our measuring wall; it’s just 
some butcher paper taped to the side of the closet, but 
it is a popular spot for students to take time to see how 
much they have grown since the start of the year.  And, 
for some of our students it really is remarkable how, 
in just a couple months, they have grown one, two or 
even three inches. They are in a real season of growth!  
It is a lot of fun to help students see their physical 
growth or to point out all they are learning in school.  
But there is something even better that we are working 
towards in the Kids Zone. The verse at the top of our 
measuring wall is 2 Peter 3:18 - “But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” 
Our greatest successes are measured in our ability to 
help students grow in their knowledge and love for 
Jesus Christ.  
One such opportunity came up at our recent 
Thanksgiving camp.  Twenty-five students spent three 
days on campus laughing and playing, baking cookies 
and coloring with melted crayons - we even went on 
a field trip to bowl and sing some karaoke!  A good 
time was had by all.  
My favorite part  was our chance to grow in our 
understanding of thankfulness through our theme 
verse - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 - “Rejoice always, 
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”   We talked 
about this verse every day and created the space for the 
Holy Spirit to sow seeds of truth that, if nurtured, will 
grow and guide our students now and throughout their 
lives. When asked if there are times when it is difficult 

to be thankful, a very wise kindergartener said, “(it is 
difficult to be thankful) when someone breaks your 
heart.” And when asked how are we able to give thanks 
in all circumstances, a 5th grader replied, “because 
God’s love for us is always the same.”  Such insight!
At one quiet moment, I mentioned to a student that 
I could see God’s love shine through him in how he 
was kind and helpful to the other students.  The little 
boy looked up at me with serious eyes and said, “I 
have had God’s love in my heart since birth.” Such a 
beautiful testimony to the power of God’s love in our 
lives. As we head into this busy season of Christmas 
and the New Year, may we always remember to make 
the growth of God’s love in all of our hearts the top 
priority and greatest goal.  Please continue to keep 
our day care students in your prayers! Pray that their 
growth in grace and knowledge of Christ will be just 
as evident as when they shoot up four inches over 
Christmas break or when they learn how to divide 
decimals. 
What a privilege to encourage all of our students to 
grow up in Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now 
and forever!    
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    Red Hill Lutheran School Fall Events
By Jamie Elser, RHLS Communications

September Events
On September 28th, Red Hill Lutheran School 
attended our Annual RHLS Concert Band night at 
Angels Stadium.  This was our 3rd year performing 
the National Anthem on the field before the Angel 
vs Astros.  We sold over 300 tickets this year and 
had a great turn out of RHL fans in the stands.  
Though the Angels lost, Mr. Ben Hunter, his 
Concert Band and Drumline students had a very 
successful night!

October Events
On October 3rd, we had our second biggest 
fundraiser of the school year- the 3rd Annual 
Eagle Fun Run!  We kicked off the event with a 
Kindergarten-8th Grade Pep Rally on September 
24th.  The students then spent a week earning 
pledges and prizes.  

Thank you to all who supported our students, 
teachers and community to make this Eagle Run 
so successful.  Through our efforts we met our 
goal of raising over $30,000 for our school.

A special thank you to our PTF support and all 
the parent volunteers who helped set up, ‘mark 
laps’, and cheer on the runners.  Thanks too, to 
our sponsor Crean Lutheran High School who 
provided snacks and snack bags for our student 
runners.

Next year’s 4th Annual Run will be sure to be 
even better!

Also in October, Red Hill Lutheran School entered 
the Tustin Tiller Days Parade.  Starting with the 
night before, we hosted the Float and Glow event 
on campus to help decorate the float.  We had 
yummy root beer and orange creamsicle ice 
cream floats, with glow sticks and a pet blessings.  
Pastor Seth blessed all the wonderful little pets 
brought by students, which included mostly dogs, 
one bunny and a class hermit crab.

The next morning, Red Hill Lutheran School 
students, parents, staff and community gathered 
to walk with our float in the 2019 Tustin Tiller Days 
Parade.  This year’s float was based on this year’s 
school theme: Reach, Renew, Rejoice!  It was 
brought to life by Principal Marquardt, Admissions 

Director Lori Browne, and other staff members 
and parent volunteers.  A huge thank you to Mr. 
Kale Darling for supplying the flat bed big rig for 
the float, and for driving!  Congratulations to all 
as our float was awarded 1st place!
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Red Hill Lutheran School Performing Arts Department
Gets Into the Christmas Spirit 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” Matthew 5:16

With the Christmas Pageant Season upon us, RHLS 
Performing Arts Department has been busy inspiring 
students to sing, act, dance and play BIG for God.  
From early in the morning till late afternoon, you can 
hear many Sounds of the Season filling the basement 
in the Christian Life Center.

Singspiration, String Orchestra, Concert and Praise 
Bands, Drumline, Middle School Drama, Graded 
Choirs and Theater Arts (K-5), After School Musical 
Theater Class and Mini Spirit Squad are ALL in full 
effect bringing joy and glory to the RHLS community.

November brought us “The Name of Jesus” a 
contemporary musical performed by the After 
School Musical Theater Class, and exciting chapel 
performances by our 2nd-5th grade Choirs and Mini 
Spirit Squad, led weekly by our Middle School Praise 
Bands.  

December  h igh l igh ts  the  Reason  for  the 
Season starting with the Middle School Christmas 
Showcase featuring Concert and Praise Bands and 
Middle School Drama students, held on December 
10th. The Christmas Bells, will be held Tuesday, 
December 17th and will feature choral and instrumental 
music (grades 3-5) as comically told by the 5th grade 
Theater Arts Class.  Just a Little Christmas, will be 
held, Friday, December 20th, and will feature the 
musical and dramatic talents of RHLS students (grades 
K-2).

The first trimester has been full of excitement in choral 
and classroom music! We kicked off the year singing 
in the Sunday service for Staff Dedication Sunday 
with all of our students K-5. Throughout October and 
November, our 2nd-5th grade choirs had opportunities 
to glorify God through singing in Wednesday chapels 
during the offertory. We have also been focusing on 
the basics of singing including posture, breathing, and 
singing tone. In K-1 classroom music, we have been 
focusing on melody and rhythm.

Since the beginning of November, all the choral 
and classroom music classes have been focusing on 
Christmas music as we prepared for our Christmas 
performances throughout December. New this year, 
our 5th-8th grade choir, Singspiration, has been 
caroling outside the Sanctuary every Wednesday before 
December chapels. This has been a fun addition to our 
weeks as we prepare our hearts in this advent season.

We must not forget the wonderful performances of 
the String Orchestra and Singspiration Choir at their 
Dawn of Redeeming Grace Christmas Carol and 
Dessert events.  This year the groups grew so much we 
had to host TWO performances! We had an evening 
performance on December 6th and followed it with a 
Saturday Matinee. These ensembles reached hundreds 
of people as we had seasonal music and great desserts 
at this fun and formal Advent series.

“Rock N’ Roll Christmas.” I think that best encapsulates 
the Praise Band’s performance at this Year’s RHLS 
Christmas Program. They cranked the volume to 11 
and brought down the house, especially with their 
rousing version of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing. Our 
students worked so hard at making this event a fun and 
sing-along experience for family, friends and fellow 
students. This year we had quite a few students playing 
instruments. We had four keyboardists, a couple guitar 
players and our drum and percussion team was stacked 
with six students. The scriptures tell us to make a joyful 
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noise unto the Lord and we did just that. So, if your 
ears aren’t ringing I at least know that your hearts have 
to be ringing with the Love of Jesus, because He is the 
Reason for the Season!

RHLS PAD has been blessed by God with such great 
opportunities this year and we even have more to come!  
Our String Orchestra has been accepted to perform at 
Knott’s Merry Farm on Thursday, December 19th at 
2:00pm on the Fiesta Stage!  We are so excited for our 
students to share music that glorifies God and sheds 
truth on the real reason of the season.

We thank everyone in our RHL community for your 
love, prayer, and support for our students and our 
growing program.  We cherish the opportunity to 
worship and glorify God alongside you.  Have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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the grapevine

Red Hill welcomes its newest members on Quilt Sunday!
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Red Hill members and guests have a great time at our annual 
Oktoberfest Celebration on Reformation Sunday!
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Guideposts in Our Faith Journey
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

As Red Hill’s Youth and Family ministry works 
to partner with families and children, ages zero to 
young adults, our team has been looking at how faith 
is developed in an individual.  We have explored the 
stages of faith development from respected experts 
like James Fowler, and we have scoured the existing 
research (including sound Biblical principles, leaders 
in faith development approaches, and discipleship 
currently in use).  All of the research was interesting 
and fruitful, yet at the same time, it remains tough to 
quantify a portrait of what faith development looks like 
in an eighth grader.  We struggle to come up with a 
snapshot of what faith development looks like in a three 
year old.  We strive to see how one could calculate what 
faith looks like in a twenty-two year old.  It is hard to 
see a single image for these vastly different age levels.
Red Hill’s Youth and Family team has developed a 
timeline that identifies key discipleship milestones in a 
child’s life from birth through high school graduation.  
We wanted to create a suitcase of faith development 
items we would be sure to pack as students leave home 
for whatever is next after high school graduation.  We 
incorporated child development research, emotional 
and cognitive development, as well as stress and 
anxiety indicators.  All of these factors, along with 
many others, speak into a person’s faith development.  
In the end, we strive to be as creatively relational as 
possible while honoring God and His people.  
The graphic outlines key conversations we believe 
parents and children need to have as they grow together 
in faith.  Some topics, such as Baptism, focus on 

parents, with their children looped in.  Research is 
clear that the number one influencer of a child’s faith 
is their parents and the home in which they grew up. 
If we begin conversations with parents and are able to 
help them lean into trusting God, if we have excellent 
resources available to them, we  cultivate relationships 
that will benefit parents, their kids, and the whole 
church community!  
Some of our conversations, such as those surrounding 
the topic of Confirmation focus on both parents 
and their children together.  When students reach 
middle school, their growth has progressed beyond 
literal thinking in some areas, and they are working 
to develop their personal identity while managing 
conflicts within their faith.  This is an important step 
developmentally for them and for their parents.  In 
the tension of this progression, their faith deepens 
and becomes personal.  As students grow and mature 
physically and socially, their faith looks less “black 
and white” and they struggle under the realization of 
how complex some of their long held beliefs are in a 
post-Christian culture.   Our conversations now focus 
more intentionally toward the student themselves, and 
parents are looped in.  
In between the “phase workshops” are countless 
conversations and activities between parents and small 
group leaders; between the Youth and Family team 
and kids; between church staff and volunteers, and 
between students.  The time and experiences cannot 
be measured in the moment, but the fruits of these 
exchanges and engagements are obvious when looking 
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favorite memories 
from Sunday school 
is when her teacher, 
M rs .  En r iquez , 
brought cookies 
for the class. Next 
year she will attend 
high school and is 
considering Crean 
Lutheran which 
would strengthen 
her faith walk. One 
question she would 
love to ask Jesus is, 
“Will there be pets 
in heaven?” 

N e x t ,  w e  h a v e 
Soph ie  Pa lmer.  
Sophie is the last child of Jim and Michelle and she 
currently attends Tustin High where she will graduate 
this spring.  Sophie is an incredible athlete and her 
volleyball team recently made Tustin a High School 
history by winning CIF in the sport and going on to 
compete in the state championships.  Sophie has been 
active in youth group since middle school but has 
said she really became committed around the end of 
freshman year.  

I asked Sophie how it was for her to become a Jesus 
follower.  She was raised in a Christian home and 

at people’s faith journeys over the long run.  
Faith development isn’t a one-size-fits-all, program-
centered endeavor.  However, we are the community of 
faith here at Red Hill, and therefore are in relationship 
with all sorts of other people that God deeply loves. 
As such, it is helpful to utilize some guideposts within 
our faith journey.  God’s word is living and active!  
It produces the fruits of a transformed life.  We are 
profoundly changed because of the gospel as it roots 
deeply into our hearts and minds.  As each of us grows, 
we are invited to join into the faith community by 
giving back and deepening relationships.

Youth Ministry Student Profile: Sophie Palmer & Cali Piazza
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

If you are interested in being part of the amazing 
relationships we cultivate with children, students, and 
parents here at Red Hill and believe God is using to 
transform His dearly loved people, I would invite you 
to connect with me for coffee!  I have been in prayer 
for our church to continue to reach into this community 
for the sake of Jesus.  It is life-changing ministry and 
requires only a willing and open heart.    

Ms. Carmen Gogosha  and Cali Piazza

A few months ago I was speaking with a pair of lovely, 
dynamic, older ladies in our Red Hill family who 
were wondering if we might offer profiles on different 
students and adult volunteers in our Youth and Family 
Ministry from time to time!  This issue on discipleship 
seemed like a great place to begin that process!  We 
have interviewed some terrific people for this issue 
and we are excited for you to get to know them a 
little bit more.  In this issue you will learn about two 
of our students who are both receiving and offering 
discipleship within our church ministry.  Cali is an 
eight grader here at our day school, and Sophie is a 
Tustin high school senior and also attended RHLS.  In 
addition, in this issue we will be profiling one of our 
Children’s ministry volunteers, Travis Haynes.  We 
hope you will catch some examples of discipleship 
in our conversations, and that these examples might 
encourage you to look at how God is transforming you 
in His love and grace!

First, we have Cali Piazza. She is a wonderful, sweet 
young lady who loves working with our preschool 
friends. This is her third year serving in Youth and 
Family ministry. Her faith walk began in elementary 
school when she started attending RHLS. She enjoys 
attending Bible class and youth group. She is thankful 
for her friends and family. She credits her family for 
walking with her on her faith journey and sending her 
to RHLS. Cali plays club volleyball and is conflicted 
when she cannot attend youth group. She sees Christ 
at work in her life when He helps her through tests and 
giving her the ability to play volleyball. One of her 
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Sophie Palmer, Ms. Shelli Haynes, & Sam Connone

YFM supporting Tustin vollyball

learned about the “dos and don’ts” of being a Christian.  
She says she was a bit of a “pious Polly, and used the 
Bible to call out her siblings when they made mistakes. 
When her parents divorced, Sophie says she became 
distant and had a lot of anxiety and depression.  She felt 
very young and didn’t know how to reach out to God.
When Sophie began to come to youth on Wednesdays, 
she said the consistency helped her to grow more in her 
faith as well.  She tried to attend church with Mom one 
Sunday and Dad the next, but it didn’t feel like a fit.  
As Sophie began to drive herself, she started attending 
church every week here.  It was around that time that 
she also started serving in Children’s ministry with 4th 
and 5th grade girls. She shares that once she began to 
come each Sunday, she noted a shift in her faith as it 
began to become her own.

Looking at her life, Sophie says that the way she lives 
out her faith everyday is to listen to everyone without 
judgement, and be ready to help others as they ask for 
it.  She shares that she keeps a prayer journal and in 
writing out prayers, it helps her to focus and ease any 
anxiety.

I asked Sophie to share something in her life that she is 
sure God gave her.  Without any hesitation, she names 
her friend Sam. She says that she prayed for a great 
friend for years before Sam came to Red Hill, and that 
it wasn’t until they began playing volleyball that they 
realized they were best friends.  She credits Sam for 

understanding her and being there for her in all times.  
She notes that they don’t share every single thing, but 
they have a lot of love and care for each other that 
is unspoken.  She is confident in this friendship and 
thankful for that!

Sophie counts her mom as a discipling person in her 
life.  She loves that God has grown her mom and her 
together and they have grown in faith together.  She 
feels a tremendous blessing both in leading the children 
as they discover truths about God’s word, and also is 
blessed by Wednesday youth worship, when Isaiah 
and Brett come to lead worship.  If Sophie were able 
to have ice cream with Jesus, she would ask for His 
recommendation on which flavor to choose.  While 
mint is her go to flavor, she thinks He might have 
insight she’d want to take to heart.  I asked Sophie if, 
while having ice cream with him, did she have any 
questions for Jesus.  I love her answer: she said “ I 
don’t know.  I feel like if He wanted me to know, I 
would know and if I don’t know then I will trust Him 
until I figure it out.” 

Finally, we have my husband, Travis Haynes. Most 
people know me because of my position here at Red 
Hill. Here is an opportunity for you to learn about 
Travis and his life as a disciple of Christ. Travis and 
I have been married for a little more than 23 years. 
We have two daughters, Megan and Mandy. Travis 
currently teaches Math at Irvine High School. He also 
coaches soccer and serves as the Assistant Athletic 
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Travis and some of our wonderful youth students

Director at Irvine High. Additionally, Travis also 
serves in K.I.D.S. Ministry as a Small Group Leader 
for 2nd Grade. Travis was baptized as an infant and his 
parents brought him to church every Sunday. Travis’ 
mom led Sunday School for many years. His parents 
also provided Travis with a Lutheran education from 
1st Grade all the way through college.  In fact, Travis 
and I met at Concordia University. When asked how 
long he has been connected to Jesus as a follower, 
Travis’ natural and simple answer is, “as long as I can 
remember.”  

Travis is very thankful for his family and his faith 
family. He receives support and fellowship from his 
Mensday Bible Study Group. When asked to identify 
someone who has walked in faith with him, Travis was 
quick to say, “Shelli has encouraged me through some 
difficult times and we try to help each other every day.” 
In fact, we begin each day by intentionally spending 
time together in prayer and Bible Study, reading one 
chapter a day. A few months ago, we were able to 
successfully read the entire Bible together. In Travis’ 
words, “It was pretty cool.” Through this spiritual habit 
of giving God the first part of his day, Travis finds that 
he can approach his day with a solid footing, which 
helps to guide him, especially on the difficult days. 

As a high school teacher, it’s Travis’ job to have 
complete control of the environment in his classroom.  
However, in all honesty, life isn’t like that at all.  
This balancing act is something that he is currently 
challenged with. Travis knows with full confidence that 
despite his errors, God still sees fit to give him grace. 
For Travis, the answer is to trust God - completely, the 
best he can - especially on the difficult days. When it 
comes to what’s next for Travis and his faith walk, his 
response is “I know what I would like it to be, but… I 
am trying not to be in control of these things.”  
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The Journey of Lent
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Ash Wednesday, February 26th, 2020, we will begin 
the sacred season of Lent.  The word Lent comes from 
the Middle English word, “Lente,” meaning “spring 
time.”  Consequently, Lent is a time for spiritual 
growth; growth in faith and in obedience to the lifestyle 
of a disciple of Jesus.  Lent lasts for forty-days, 
beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending on the Vigil 
of Easter (Holy Saturday).    
In the early years of the church, when a person had 
surrendered to Christ and was preparing for Baptism, 
the forty-days of Lent was an intensive period of 
instruction through which the Baptismal candidate, or 
catechumen, was to reflect on Baptism and its basis in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Lent was a time 
to truly consider what it meant to follow Jesus and 
surrender one’s life to His way.  After this instruction, 
during the Easter Vigil service, the candidate would 
receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism—they became 
members of the Church in order to serve Jesus Christ.  
Today, the Lenten season remains a time for self-
examination in the Christian life; how are we growing 
as disciples of Jesus and serving Him in our lives?    
The forty days of Lent mirrors Jesus’ forty-days 
of fasting and prayer in the wilderness prior to the 
beginning of His public ministry:  

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 As Jesus was coming up out of the 
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a 
voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom 
I love; with you I am well pleased.’  12 At once 
the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13 and 
he was in the desert forty days, being tempted 
by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and 
angels attended him.” (Mark 1.9-13)

After Jesus’ Baptism, He is sent by the Holy Spirit into 
the desert where He does battle with Satan.  Coming 
out from the wilderness, Jesus would resolutely set His 
face toward Jerusalem and the cross.  His mission and 
vocation was clear: obedience to the Father through 
dying and rising for a fallen humanity.   Lent allows us 
time to recall Jesus’ journey from the desert to Easter 
and absorb its meaning.  Jesus Christ lived and died to 
redeem the world from sin and because of His death 

and resurrection, our lives can be renewed; we can 
renounce sin and begin to live for God.
The church father Augustine, wrote in his Confessions, 
“Our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.”  
Augustine’s famous dictum articulates that deep 
longing in our souls for God, while also revealing 
the propensity of humankind to relentlessly search 
and strive for something to still their restless hearts; 
anything and everything but God.  The result is a self-
centered life that is never satisfied.  The Bible names 
this self-centered searching and striving Sin.  Luther 
understood this by defining Sin as “se incurvatus en 
se” (Latin: “self curved in on self”).  Thousands of 
years before Luther, God spoke through the prophet 
Isaiah and asked: 

“Why spend money on what is not bread, and 
your labor on what does not satisfy?  Listen, 
listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul 
will delight in the richest of fare” (Isaiah 55:2).  

The season of Lent calls us to stop this vain self-
centered striving and searching for that which will not 
satisfy nor endure, and to surrender to the God who 
has already searched for us!  Those Lenten and very 
Christian words, “repent and return,” command the 
believer to stop the never-ending search for everything 
and anything but God, and to turn to Jesus Christ.    
It is for this reason that certain words are used during 
Lent.  Words such as “repentance,” “”rending,” 
“renewal,” “fasting,”  “weeping” and “mourning” 
are Lenten words.  As such, they are not particularly 
upbeat or even pleasant.  These “Lenten words,” and 
the realities behind these words, are dramatic reminders 
of our tendency to sever ourselves from God, His ways, 
and will.  They are also dramatic reminders of how 
far God will go to get us back!  The moments where 
God’s love and grace meet our sorrow and shame are 
the moments, the sacred moments, where repentance is 
possible and new life begins.  Former Anglican Priest 
and author, Alan Jones writes, 

Lent is a time “for honesty, a realistic assessment 
of the human heart” (as the late Dean of 
Westminster Michael Mayne described it).  
We are invited to enter into the compelling 
story spelled out in these days, spelled out in 
a shared meal, and in God’s self-giving love 
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which “contains and unites our lesser stories, 
and has the power to pull them together and 
make sense of them.”  Lent is a time for us to 
aim at a certain end - the love of God -- and 
recover that space where there is no clutching 
and fussing but the grace on which the peace 
and felicity of the world is built….

The stories of Jesus in the Gospels guide us; Jesus did 
battle with the devil in the wilderness; we must do battle 
with the devil and evil in our lives.  Jesus came to live the 
life we cannot live and die the death we deserve to die.  
And, because of what Jesus accomplished, we are made 
holy, death is defeated and a whole new way of living is 
offered to us in love.  

Prior to writing his 
95 Theses in 1516, 
Martin Luther,  the 
great reformer and 
t h e o l o g i a n ,  w a s 
developing his theology 
on the relationship 
between justification, 
what Jesus does for 
us, and sanctification, 
what Jesus does in us.  
Listen to Luther as he 
describes the work of 
Jesus:     

‘Be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind (Rom. 12:2).’ In this way the Apostle 
describes (Christian) progress; for he addresses 
those who already are Christians. The Christian 
life does not mean to stand still, but to move 
from that which is good to that which is better.  
St. Bernard (of Clairvaux) rightly says: ‘As 
soon as you do not desire to become better, 
then you have ceased to be good.’  It does not 
help a tree to have green leaves and flowers 
if it does not bear fruit beside its flowers. For 
this reason - (for not bearing fruit) - many 
(nominal Christians) perish in their flowering. 
Man (the Christian) is always in the condition 
of nakedness, always in the state of becoming, 
always in the state of potentiality, always in the 
condition of activity. He is always a sinner, but 
also always repentant and so always righteous. 
We are in part sinners, and in part righteous, 
and so nothing else than penitents.  No one is so 

good as that he could not become better; no one 
is so evil, as that he could not become worse.  
(Martin Luther, Commentary on Romans, 
Translated by J. T. Mueller. Grand Rapid MI: 
Kregel Publications, 1976, 167-168).

As Luther rightly points out, according to justification 
we are righteous; according to sanctification we are 
always struggling against the devil, the world, and 
our flesh, in order to serve our neighbor.  Herein is the 
Jesus-centered life: Jesus gives His life for us so that 
we may be saved.  Jesus lives in us so that we may be 
sanctified, set apart for Him.  Jesus works through us 
so that others may be loved and blessed.  

During Lent, we are 
reminded that through 
the power of Jesus, the 
“self curved in on self” 
changes its trajectory: it 
becomes the self turned 
toward Jesus, so that we 
may be “conformed to 
the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be the 
firstborn among many 
bro thers  (Romans 
8:29).  We become a 

self that is empowered to “set [our] hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ 
in God.”  We desire that “Whatever [we] do, [we] work 
at it with all [our] heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for men… (Colossians 31-3, 23).   This is the life that 
we were created for.  This is a life that is not restless, 
searching and striving for one thing after another, but 
rest-full, because it has been saved by and for Jesus 
Christ.  

What is the state of your heart at this moment?  How 
rest-less or rest-full do you feel at this moment?  What 
is the trajectory of your life at this moment?  Curved 
toward self or Jesus?  This is what Lent is all about; it 
is the time to reflect, to pray, to change, and to redirect 
your heart and mind toward Jesus.  It is the spring-time 
of the soul!  Jesus is calling.  Jesus is waiting for you.    
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In Memoriam
As 2019 comes to a close, we remember the following saints, our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, who went to be with Jesus in the last year.

William Bahret                         Donna Brown                              Pam Hunter                 

         Gloria Odden                 Kathy Orlow                     Penny Osenbaugh     

 Kay Parsons                             Ruth Pearce                           Thelma Raulston

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 
In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it werenot so, I would have 
told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 

that you also may be where I am.  You know the way to the place 
where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where 
you are going, so how can we know the way?”  Jesus answered, “I am 
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. -John 14:1-6
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Great Hymns to Highlight
Joy To The World

Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.
-Isaac Watts/ G.F. Handel

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was born to Dissenting parents (people who refused to accept the authority and practices 
of the Church of England).  As a boy, he sang hymns outside prison walls to encourage his father, who had been 

arrested for his non-conformist beliefs.
Isaac showed promise as a poet at a very young age.  As he grew, he became increasingly unhappy with the hymns 
that he sang in church each week.  In those days, hymns were psalms set to music.  Watts saw that the hymns thus 
reflected little or nothing of the New Testament, and set out to remedy that error. His hymns—at least his earlier 

hymns— reinterpreted the psalms in the light of the Christian faith.  In 1719, he published a book of hymns entitled, 
The Psalms of David Imitated in the Language of the New Testament.

One of those hymns was “Joy to the World,” based loosely on Psalm 98, which says, “Make a joyful noise to the 
Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises” (Psalm 98:4).  That psalm looks forward to the 
day when the Lord will come to judge the world in righteousness.  In this hymn, Watts reinterpreted the psalm to 

rejoice in the coming of the Christ as our Lord and savior.
This hymn was sung to various tunes for many years.  Then in 1839, Lowell Mason, a banker who happened to 
be quite interested in church music, published the tune that we now associate with “Joy to the World.”  Mason 

borrowed liberally from classical music, and acknowledged his debt to Handel’s “Messiah” for parts of this hymn 
tune.

Watts wrote some 600 hymns altogether, and is considered to be the father or Christian hymnody.  His hymns 
include such favorites as “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” and “O God, Our Help in Ages Past.”  But the 

favorite of favorites is “Joy to the World.”
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And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them and they were terrified.  
But the angel said to them , “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord.

This will be a sign to you; You will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men 
on whom his favor rests.”

- Luke 2:8-14

Merry Christmas!
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Dates to RemembeR

13200 Red Hill Ave, Tustin, CA 92780 | redhillchurch.org | redhillschool.org | 714-544-3131

Christmas Kick-off Concert with Chorus and Orchestra
Sunday, December 22nd, 2019 at 4:00pm
Join us as our Music Ministry starts off the week of Christmas with a fun 
musical offering, designed to be an escape from the hustle and bustle of the 
season.  Featuring the “Christmas” portion of Handel’s Messiah, followed 
by a Christmas Carol sing-a-long. Don’t miss this wonderful family event 
designed to get us in the mood for the festive days to come!
Admission is free!

Christmas Worship at Red Hill Lutheran Church
Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24th, 2019
3:00pm and 5:00pm – Family Worship with Live Nativity
7:00pm and 9:00pm – Traditional Worship with Candlelight

Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25th, 2019
10:00am - Traditional Worship with Carols and Holy Communion

Epiphany Sunday, January 5th, 2020
8:30am - Classical Worship
10:00am - Contemporary Worship

Ash Wednesday, February 26th, 2020
12:00pm and 7:00pm
With imposition of ashes


