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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
-John 15:5

Dear Friends,
Blooming flowers, longer days, and warmer weather, are all signs that the season of spring is upon us! The Bible
affirms the beauty of God’s created world:
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12
let the field exult, and everything in it!
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy (Psalm 96.11-12)
In the opening chapters of the book of Genesis, the creation story describes God’s orderly work of fashioning a
habitable space for His creatures; sun and moon, stars and sea, trees and animal life, day and night. On the sixth day
of creation, God creates Adam and Eve. Beginning with Adam and Eve, we see that it is God’s desire to be with His
people, His family, in the midst of the created world. However, God’s very creation rejects His love and sovereignty.
Yet, as the story of Scripture unfolds, we continue to witness God’s relentless desire to be with us. The life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus, is the culmination of this divine pursuit of the Father’s wayward kids! One day, when Jesus
returns to judge the living and the dead, God will finally have His way; He will walk with His people (us) face to face
in a new heaven and new earth!
The theme of this issue of The Vine is the story of God—the Bible! Holy Scripture reveals the character, nature,
and desires of our Heavenly Father, and consequently, how humankind is to live in response to this God revealed in
Scripture. The program ministries of Red Hill exist to biblically equip all ages and life stages as we seek to follow Jesus
in our lives.
As you read through The Vine, ask yourself these questions: “How does Scripture inform, guide, and give focus to my
life?” “How do I engage the Bible?” Finally, “How can the ministries of Red Hill Lutheran Church and School help
me answer these questions?”
As Lutherans, the Bible is the “source and norm of our proclamation, faith and life.” The authority of our Christian
faith is “Sola Scriptura;’” Scripture alone. As Saint Paul reminded Timothy:
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training
in righteousness, 17 that the child of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3.16-17)
As your pastor, my ongoing prayer for you is that the power and promises of God’s Word will make you “complete and
equipped for every good work” as we serve our Lord together.
In Love,

Pastor Seth
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Our Lenten Journey
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Page 4

The Vine

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth
in Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10 As Jesus was coming up out of
the water, he saw heaven being torn open
and the Spirit descending on him like a
dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven:
‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I
am well pleased.’ 12 At once the Spirit sent
him out into the desert, 13 and he was in the
desert forty days, being tempted by Satan.
He was with the wild animals, and angels
attended him.” (Mark 1.9-13)
On Ash Wednesday, we began the holy season of
Lent. The word Lent comes from the Middle English
word, “Lente,” meaning “spring time” and is a forty-day
period of spiritual reflection on the life of discipleship.
The forty days of Lent mirror Jesus’ forty days of fasting
and prayer in the wilderness prior to the beginning of
His public ministry. As the above text from the Gospel
of Mark describes, after Jesus’ Baptism, Jesus is
sent by the Holy Spirit into the desert where He does
battle with Satan. Coming out from the wilderness,
Jesus would resolutely set His face toward Jerusalem
and the cross. His mission and vocation were clear:
Obedience to the Father through dying and rising for
a fallen humanity. Lent allows us time to absorb the
meaning of Jesus’ journey from the desert to the cross
to the victory of Easter.
During Lent, certain words are used that reflect the
death and resurrection of Jesus, and how Jesus’ life
and death challenges and transforms our lives. Words
such as “repentance,” “rending,” “renewal,” “fasting,”
“weeping” and “mourning” are Lenten words. As
such, they are not particularly upbeat or even pleasant
words, yet they are dramatic reminders of our tendency
to sever ourselves from God and His ways and will.
Christian author and former Anglican Priest, Alan
Jones writes,
Lent is a time “for honesty, a realistic
assessment of the human heart” (as the late
Dean of Westminster Michael Mayne described
it). We are invited to enter into the compelling
story spelled out in these days, spelled out in
a shared meal, and in God’s self-giving love,
which “contains and unites our lesser stories,
and has the power to pull them together and
make sense of them.” Lent is a time for us to
aim at a certain end - the love of God -- and
recover that space where there is no clutching
and fussing but the grace on which the peace
and felicity of the world is built…1
1

Taken from an article by Alan Jones.
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Again, Ash Wednesday is the beginning of this sacred
season. Ash Wednesday is a Christian holiday (holy
day) observed by the Christian Church for centuries.
The name, Ash Wednesday, comes from the ancient
practice of placing ashes on the forehead in the shape
of a cross. The ashes symbolize a dual encounter.
First, we confront our own mortality; we are “dust,”
we are creatures and not the creator (Genesis 3.19)!
Second, we confront and confess our sins; the attitudes
and actions that keep us alienated from God and the
life we are meant to live for God. The ashen cross on
our foreheads reminds us that it took the cross of Jesus
to reconcile us to the Father. And, because the grave
could not hold Him, death has been defeated and new
life is given to us through divine mercy. Pastor and
commentator, Mark Roberts, adds that:
In the earliest centuries, Christians who had
been stuck in persistent sin had ashes sprinkled
on their bodies as a sign of repentance…
Around the tenth century, all believers began
to signify their need for repentance by having
ashes placed on their foreheads in the shape
of a cross. Notice: even this sign of sinfulness
hinted at the good news yet to come through
its shape.2
In the early years of the church, Lent was an intensive,
forty-day period of instruction to reflect on, and
prepare for, Baptism and the lifestyle of following
Jesus as Lord and Savior. The Baptismal candidate,
or catechumen, was to prayerfully consider what it
meant to be Baptized into the church of Jesus Christ,
to understand that Jesus lived, died, and rose again to
forgive sins, reconcile us with the Father, and initiate
a life in communion with God.
For the past few years now, we have offered a brief,
“Lenten Q&A” as a way to describe the significance
of the Lenten season:
What is the Lenten season, and why is it set apart?
It is a period of six weeks preceding the anniversary
of the Savior’s death, and is set apart as a special
season of fasting, penitence, and prayer.
Why is it called Lent?
Because it always comes in the spring of the year, and
the old Saxon word lente means “spring.”

2

See, http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/
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Why does the church require us to observe the
Lenten fast?
Because repentance and acts of devotion to God, are
essential to growth in faith. And because these duties
are apt to be neglected and forgotten unless some
special time is set apart for their observance.
What objection do people sometimes raise against
the observance of Lent/Lenten fasting?
Some say that it is a useless and superstitious custom,
and that Christ nowhere commanded his disciples to
fast. Additionally, nowhere in the Bible are we directed
to place ashes on our forehead and/or observe Lent.

With what remarkable event in Jesus’ life does the
Lenten season correspond?
The forty days which He spent fasting in the wilderness.
Why is the first day of Lent called Ash Wednesday?
It is called so from the custom that prevailed in the
early church of sprinkling ashes on the heads of
penitents the first day of Lent in token of humiliation
and sorrow for sin.
Are there any examples of this custom mentioned
in the Bible?
Yes, the example of Daniel and of David and the
people of Nineveh, to which our Lord himself refers
in Matthew 11:21.
If Lent is only of forty days’ duration, why does it
begin forty-six days before Easter?
There are six Sundays in Lent, and as all Sundays
are feast days in honor of the Resurrection, they are
taken out. To make up for these, six days are added
to the beginning of the season.

How do we answer this objection?
While not a Biblically commanded observance (nor
is Christmas Eve or Thanksgiving Day), the focus
of this season is entirely Biblical (Repentance
and discipleship). And, as mentioned above, the
observance of Lent has been practiced by the church
for over 10 centuries as preparation for Baptism and
the celebration of Easter, as was the sprinkling of
ashes as a sign of repentance, similar to the Prophet
Job (Job 42:6).
Fasting was a common practice among God’s chosen
people (Exod. 34:28; 2 Sam. 12:16;1 Kings 19:8; Ps.
35:13; Joel 1:14; Jon. 3:5). Jesus fasted and so did
his disciples. He did not command his followers to
fast; he assumed that they would and gave directions
on how to fast (Matt. 6:17).
As with every season in the church, Lent is an annual
reminder of a daily truth: Jesus came to live the life we
cannot live and die the death we deserve. Because of
what Jesus has accomplished for us, we are forgiven,
justified, and reconciled with our Heavenly Father and
given the Holy Spirit, transforming and renewing our
hearts daily. The journey of Lent provides us the time
to remember these truths, repent from lesser truths
that guide our lives, and to follow Jesus as He leads
us through this life and beyond.
May the Holy Spirit deepen your faith, hope, and love
this Lenten season.

How should the Lenten season be observed by
Christians?
As a special season for drawing near to God by acts
of penitence, charity, and spiritual devotion, and by
fasting and abstinence from all things that tend to draw
the heart from God.
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God’s Story-Our Story
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
“I will take you to be my people, and I
will be your God, and you shall know that I am
the LORD your God…” (Exodus 6.7)
One way of understanding the Bible is to read it as
“God’s story;” the unfolding narrative of God’s selfrevelation to humankind. This divine story also reveals
the story of humankind, our nature and our destiny.
In other words, the Bible is His-story of who God is,
what God desires, and how God will make what He
desires a reality. Within this “narrative structure,” to
borrow a phrase from literary studies, humankind finds
its “story” within the divine story. Scripture tells us who
we are, why we are, and what we will finally be when
God’s story is ultimately fulfilled within human history.
Further, within this unfolding narrative, we discover
a foundational “plot structure” in the Bible: God’s
covenantal relationship with humanity. From the
beginning of Scripture to its end, one theme that runs
throughout its pages is that God makes promises
and keeps them! One primary way that God makes
promises are through His covenants. Understanding
God’s covenants throughout Scripture are…
…fundamental to the Bible’s story. At its
most basic, covenants present God’s desire to enter
into relationship with men and women created in his
image…Covenant is all about relationship between
Creator and his creation. The idea may seem simple;
however, the implications of covenant and covenant
relationship between God and humankind are vast.1
Theologian Michael Horton adds that the Biblical
covenants are the “architectural structure that we
believe the Scriptures themselves to yield…It is not
simply the concept of covenant, but the concrete
existence of God’s covenantal dealings in our history
that provides the connection within which we recognize
the unity of Scripture amid its remarkable variety.”2

them life and love as God “walks” with them in Eden.
God tells His creatures that they may eat of any tree
but one, even warning Adam and Eve about the
consequences of disobeying the divine command:
death. In the tragic story of Genesis 3, we witness
the human rejection of God’s love and care. However,
in grace and mercy, God continues to move toward
humanity in both judgment and mercy. As the story
of God unfolds, God promises a renewed relationship
with His creation, a relationship that will be made
possible through covenant.
The study of the Biblical covenants, their meanings
and interrelationships, is referred to as “covenantal
theology.” Covenantal theology is a way of interpreting
the Bible (referred to as Biblical hermeneutics),
through a particular, theological lens, in this case,
through God’s covenants. The task of Covenantal
theology is to read the entire cannon of Scripture, both
the Old and New Testaments (sometimes referred to
as the Old and New Covenants), as revealing the:
…progressive unfolding of God’s plan, rooted
in history and developed along a specific storyline
primarily demarcated by the biblical covenants...to
exegete texts in their own context and then, in light of
the entire Canon, to examine the unfolding nature of
God’s plan and carefully think through the relationship
before and after that plan, which culminates in Christ.3
In other words, the Biblical covenants are not a random
series of divine-human “contract-relationships,” as
if God had a perennial “plan B” throughout Biblical
history. Quite the contrary, God’s covenants are
elements in the same divine story of God’s intention
to rescue His broken creation. As Peter Gentry and
Stephen Wellum write, “Our triune God has only one
plan of redemption, yet we discover what that plan
is as we trace his salvation work through the Biblical
covenants.”4

Consequently, the story of God (the Bible) is the story
of God’s covenantal relationships with His people,
within human history. In the opening chapters of
Genesis, God creates a cosmos in which human life
is made possible. At the end of the creation week,
God created Man and Woman in His image, promising

In order to understand this interrelationship of the
various covenants, each covenant “must be placed
in its own covenantal location and then placed in
terms of what covenant(s) precede it and follow it
before we can rightly discern how God’s entire plan is

1
Alistair I. Wilson and Jamie A. Grant. The God of Covenant: Biblical, Theological, and Contemporary Perspectives, ed. Jamie A. Grant and
Alistair I Wilson (Leicester, UK: Apollos, 2005).
2
Michael Horton. God of Promise: Introducing Covenant Theology
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker, 2006).

3
Peter J. Gentry and Stephen J. Wellum. God’s Kingdom through
God’s Covenants (Wheaton, Illanois: Crossway, 2015). The italics are from the
original text.
4
Stephen J. Wellum and Brent E. Parker, Eds. Progressive Covenantalism (Nashville, Tennessee: B&H Academic, 2016).
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fulfilled in Christ.”5 Covenantal theology both affirms
the unity of Scripture (both Old and New Testament
as God’s Word) as well as the unity of God’s saving
grace revealed through Scripture. As Biblical scholar
Michael Bird writes, covenantal theology “recognizes
that God has one plan and one purpose across
redemptive-history. I believe in covenant theology…a
covenant of grace is God’s plan for taking people from
being “in Adam” to being “in Christ.”6
What exactly is a covenant? The English word,
“covenant,” comes from the Latin, convenire, which
means “to come together.” Biblically, the word
covenant, translates the Hebrew word berith and the
Greek word, diatheke. These terms refer to “a solemn
commitment, guaranteeing promises or obligations
undertaken by one or both parties, sealed with an
oath.”7 A more in-depth explanation is offered by
Daniel Lane:
A covenant is an enduring agreement which
defines a relationship between two parties involving a
solemn, binding obligation(s) specified on the part of
at least one of the parties toward the other, made by
an oath under threat of divine curse, and ratified by a
visual ritual.8
Theologians and historians have noted that some
of the biblical covenants are similar to treaties and
covenants common in the Ancient Near East. This
would make sense as the Bible reflects the customs,
practices, and ways of the Near East. God was
interacting in real-time with real people. However,
God’s covenants are often unique.
One example is offered by Roman Catholic Scholar
Scott Hahn. Hahn refers to God’s covenants as
“Kinship by covenant.” God’s saving intentions
involves His creating a family; God desires a mutual,
reciprocal relationship of intimate love. In a kinship
covenant:
…kinship bonds are extended to bind parties in
mutual relationship based on a joint commitment under
divine sanctions. The purpose of this type of covenant
is to draw others who are potentially at enmity into a
family circle where amity might prevail…The element
of mutuality is prominent. This mutuality is often
5
Wellum and Parker, Progressive Covenantalism.
6
Michael F. Bird. “Why I Believe in Monocovenantalism.” Article
posted at www.thejesuscreed.org
7
Paul Williamson. Sealed with an Oath: Covenant in God’s Unfolding Purpose (Downers Grove, Illanois: IVP Academic, 2007).
8
Quoted in, Gentry and Wellum. God’s Kingdom through God’s
Covenants.
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signified by a shared meal, and exchange of oaths,
and/or select terms demoting reciprocal affiliation (e.g.,
“peace,” “love,” and “loyalty”).9
Here, God’s love is seen as the “motivation” for
God’s covenants. And, when humanity breaks their
commitments to the covenant, it is God’s love and
faithfulness that renews/restores the covenant. For
example, in Deuteronomy, the relationship between
God’s covenantal love and faithfulness is made clear:
“For you are a people holy to the Lord your
God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a
people for his treasured possession, out of all the
peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not
because you were more in number than any other
people that the Lord set his love on you and chose
you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it
is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the
oath that he swore to your fathers…9 Know therefore
that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who
love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations…(Deuteronomy 7.6-8a, 9)
Perhaps Scott Hahn sums it up best when he
writes, “The basic message God wants to convey by
covenant, then, can be stated simply: ‘I love you. I
am committed to you. I swear that I will never forsake
you. You are mine and I am yours. I am your father,
and you are my family.’”10
During the Lenten season, we will begin a new sermon
series exploring the nature of Covenantal theology
generally and the Biblical covenants specifically. The
goal of this series will be to examine and gain a deeper
understanding of the five major covenants in the Bible:
Noah (the Noahic covenant); Abraham (the Abrahamic
covenant); Moses (the Mosaic covenant); David (the
Davidic covenant); Jesus (The New Covenant). As
we will see, in each respective covenant, there are
five common elements:
 The Covenant Mediator (The person with
whom God makes the covenant).
 The Covenant Blessings (God’s promises
associated with the respective covenant).
 The Covenant Conditions (or curses).
 The Covenant Sign (For remembrance and
celebration).
 The Covenant Form (How do God’s people
live/act in light of the covenant).
9 Scott Hahn. Kinship by Covenant: A Canonical Approach to the Fulfillment
of God’s Saving Promises (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2009).
10
Scott Hahn. A Father Who Keeps His Promises: God’s Covenant
Love in Scripture (Cincinnati, Ohio: Servant, 1998).
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We will study both the
Biblical and historical
context of each
respective covenant,
as well as their
interrelationships. As
we near the end of
the series and enter
Holy (Passion) Week,
we will examine how
the events of this
week are related to
the covenants made
by God, and how the
death and resurrection
of Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s covenantal
grace and love offered to His people. Here is a brief
outline of the series and associated biblical texts
(Preaching texts in bold):
March 10th*: “A Promising God.” Text(s):
Exodus 6.1-9; Acts 2.14-24; Mark 1.9-13.
March 17th*: “Noah.” Text(s): Genesis 6.1114, 18-22; 2 Peter 3.3-9; Mark 8.31-38.
March 24th:“Abraham.” Text(s): Genesis
12.1-5a, 7-9; Galatians 3.10-16; John 2.13-22.
March 31st: “Moses.” Text(s): Exodus 2.233.6, 13-15; Hebrews 3.1-12; John 3.14-21.
April 7th: “David.” Text(s): 2 Samuel 7.1-4,
8-17; Hebrews 11.1-3, 6-8, 24-25, 32-35; Mark
12.35-37, 41-44.
April 14th (Palm Sunday): “Jesus.” Text(s):
Jeremiah 31.31-34; Hebrews 9.1-5, 11-14;
Mark 11.1-11.

The story of God revealed through the Bible is the
story of a God who makes promises and keeps His
promises; the story of a God who wants a family!
As we come to understand this God of love and
faithfulness through the story of Scripture, we can
better understand who we truly are, and, even more,
we can join God’s story of mutual love. God calls
you, as a disciple of Jesus, to be a member of God’s
family—His church—you are His son or daughter! All
of this is made possible through the loving and faithful
covenantal love of God.
I hope you can join us every Sunday in Worship, as we
are reminded, through Word and Sacrament that God
is a God of love and faithfulness. In a world of broken
promises and broken dreams, God’s covenantal love
tells us, “I love you. I am committed to you. I swear
that I will never forsake you. You are mine and I am
yours. I am your father, and you are my family.”
*These sermons are available online at www.
redhillchurch.org.

The Three Days (Triduum)
April 18th (Maundy Thursday): “The Covenant
Meal.” Text(s): Exodus 12.1-4, 11-14; 1
Corinthians 11.23-26; Mark 14.22-25, 32-42.
April 19 th (Good Friday): “The Covenant
Death.” Text(s): Isaiah 52.13-53.12; Hebrews
10.16-25; Mark 15.16-47.
April 21st (Easter Sunday): “The Covenant
Fulfilled!” Text(s): Acts 10.34-43; 1
Corinthians15.1-11; John 20.1-18.
redhillchurch.org
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Holy Week
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
In the lead article in this issue of The Vine, we
examined the Lenten season and its significance in
the life of discipleship. Lent culminates with the most
sacred and solemn days of the church year—Holy
Week (also referred to as The Passion Week) and
within Holy Week, the Triduum (The Great Three
Days). Beginning on Palm Sunday (April 14th), we will
experience, through Worship, Word, and Sacrament,
the final days of Jesus’ earthly ministry and glorious
triumph over death. The church for centuries has
understood Holy Week to be a week that focuses on
the passion of God. As we follow Jesus through this
week, we will see that this is in every way a week full
of passion.

In fact, as Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday,
His procession is fulfilling prophecy and making
a claim: the long promised Messiah is here! The
Lutheran Study Bible describes it this way:

The Holy Week and Easter observances bear witness
to the power and promises of God in the face of
human sin and death. Holy Week and Easter also
reveal the reality of what it means to be human in
this world—days of joy and hope; days of suffering
and doubt. Our hope as Christians is found not in
the circumstances that we face, good or bad, but in
the God who is sovereign and holds our lives and
circumstances in His hands.

However, as the
week progresses,
those who thought
Jesus was going to
fight the Romans
and go to war
were disillusioned
and became angry
as Jesus literally
surrendered to the authorities. The joy and excitement
of Palm Sunday gave way to the confusion and fear
of Maundy Thursday. It was on this day, Maundy
Thursday, that Jesus instituted the sacrament of Holy
Communion and issued a “new command” (Maundy—
from the Latin “Mandatum” meaning, “Mandate”) that
His disciples are to serve and love one another as He
has loved us.

Just consider
the words we
use to describe
these holy days.
Let’s start with
Palm Sunday.
Of course,
Palm Sunday
is the day that
Jesus arrived in
Jerusalem to the shouts of “Hosanna” (“Save us
now!”) and the waving of palm branches (See John
12.12-15). Palm branches were often used in public
celebrations to welcome a conquering hero because
they were abundant in surrounding trees. The palm
branches would be cut or pulled down and then waved
back and forth as one would wave a flag or banner.
(In our day think of a 4th of July parade and waving
the America flag as military veterans pass by). For
many of Jesus’ followers, Jesus was thought to be a
conquering hero; in their minds at least, Jesus was
going to battle and conquer the Romans as they
expected God’s Messiah to do!

Palm Sunday is a high point, as a crowd at
the Jewish capital openly acclaims Jesus as
Messiah. It is also a turning point, however,
since it galvanizes His opponents. Like
the crowds in Jerusalem, we are prone to
fickleness—today all for the Lord, tomorrow
turning from Him. Though we often prove
faithless, Jesus remains constant. His love
and forgiveness never falter.1

In order to demonstrate this love, Jesus washes the
disciples’ feet, a job for the lowest of slaves. After
celebrating the Passover and initiating the New
Passover, Holy Communion, Jesus leaves the upper
room, walks to the Garden of Gethsemane, and prays
for God to get Him through the suffering. Jesus is
arrested, faces trial, and is savagely beaten. Jesus’
disciples flee in fear and deny that they even know
him (John 13.1-5).
The dawn of Good Friday brings more beatings and
Jesus’ eventual death by crucifixion. Let’s pause for a
moment. Why is this Friday called “good?” Because
on this day the eternal, omnipotent, omniscient God
willingly came to die in our place; to take our sin and
its consequences, death, into His divine life. God
is holy, just and good, God cannot allow sin in His
1 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).
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presence. Sin must
be punished. And,
God loves us, and
wants to be WITH
US! On the cross,
God deals with
sin and death, as
well as our broken
relationship with
Him. Christian theology has referred to this action of
God on the cross as propitiation.
Propitiation is a big word that means satisfaction.
Because God is a holy God, His anger and justice
burns against sin. And He has sworn that sin will be
punished. There must be
a satisfactory payment
for sin. But God said, “If I punish man for his sin,
man will die and go to hell. On the other hand, if
I don’t punish man for his sin, My justice will never
be satisfied.” The solution? God said that He
would become our substitute. He would take the
sin of mankind upon Himself in agony and blood—a
righteous judgment and substitute for sin. His wrath
burned out on the cross when His only Son died as
man’s propitiation for sin. And this is love (see 1 John
4:10).2
This is love indeed! Jesus was willing to go through
whatever it would take to restore our relationship with
the Father. The scourging and the crucifixion that He
will face prove this truth (Matthew 27.32-44).
The terrible moments leading up to the crucifixion
and the crucifixion itself, were literally, excruciating
for Jesus (that very word, “excruciating” means, “from
the cross.”). The Bible simply says that prior to Jesus’
crucifixion He was “scourged.” Scourging involved the
condemned being stripped of his clothing, his hands
shackled above his head usually around a post. As
the condemned’s back and shoulders are exposed,
the Roman soldier would take a “cat o’ nine tails,”
a whip made of straps of leather. At the end of the
straps, there would be metal balls, hooks, or pieces
of bone. All of this was meant to both increase pain
and bodily trauma.

carry this wood on His already traumatized shoulders.
Additionally, scripture tells us that a crown of thorns
was placed on Jesus’ head as a mocking gesture of
Jesus’ kingly status. Jesus is taken to Golgotha where
He is nailed to the cross; the nails were really metal
spikes, driven through His wrist, and feet and ankles.
As Jesus looks down at His mother, John, and the
few remaining women disciples, Jesus utters His
“seven last words from the cross.” While on the cross,
Jesus is mocked, challenged, and rejected. Yet, His
words are not words of condemnation but words of
mercy: “Father forgive them…” Jesus experiences
the desolation and judgment of God that is the
consequences of human Sin. He cries out, “Eloi, Eloi,
lama sabachthani?” “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” And, after yelling “It is finished!” Jesus
prays, “Father, into your hands, I commit my spirit.” In
one of the many prophetic fulfillments of Holy Week,
Jesus was, in the words of the Prophet Isaiah:
…despised and rejected by men; a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as
one from whom men hide their faces He was
despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely He
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God,
and afflicted.” (Isaiah 53)
As Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross, His
body is anointed and placed in a borrowed tomb. A
few of the women who followed Jesus (including His
mother Mary) and the disciple John, likely left the tomb
bewildered and confused. What about all that Jesus
said? Did Jesus tell the truth? Is evil more powerful
than good, death more powerful than life? Perhaps
they began the countdown to Sunday, the first day
of the week in the ancient world, when they would
be allowed to visit the grave and anoint Jesus’ body
one final time. Likely after two sleepless nights, the
women left their homes as soon as they could—at
sunrise. They would make one final walk to the tomb
to say farewell to the man who had changed their lives
(Matthew 27.57-61).

After the scourging, the Roman executioners placed
the horizontal beam of the cross (the vertical beams
were usually left in the ground, as wood was very
expensive in the ancient world, and were consequently,
reused by the Romans). This part of the cross would
weigh upwards of 100 pounds. Jesus was forced to
2 Adrian Rogers, “Complete Payment for Sin” (Love Worth Finding
Ministries).
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As the women approach the tomb something is wrong.
Matthew describes it this way:
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’
body. 2Very early on the first day of the week,
just after sunrise, they were on their way to
the tomb 3and they asked each other, “Who
will roll the stone away from the entrance of
the tomb?” 4But when they looked up, they
saw that the stone, which was very large, had
been rolled away. 5As they entered the tomb,
they saw a young man dressed in a white
robe sitting on the right side, and they were
alarmed. 6“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You
are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See
the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his
disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you
into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he
told you.’” (Mark 16.1-7).

I love the angel’s simple words: “He is not here!” He
is alive! Can you imagine the sheer joy? Jesus is
alive! Death is NOT the last word! He is NOT HERE!
Because of Easter, death has been defeated, our sins
forgiven, and reconciliation with God accomplished.
God in Christ has given us new life—now and in the
world to come! Because of Easter, all that Jesus said
and did was confirmed; Jesus is the way, the truth
and the life!
Historically, the early church saw Jesus’ resurrection
as the central witness to a new act of God in history
and the victory of God in vindicating Jesus as the
Messiah. The resurrection marks the central faith
confession of the early church and was the focal point
for Christian worship, observed on the first day of
each week since the first century (Acts 20:7; Sunday
was officially proclaimed the day of Christian worship
in AD 321). Because of Good Friday and Easter,
our lives and deaths are taken up into His. The very
same power that raised Jesus is available for us in
the present moment.
The passion of Holy Week is a reflection of God’s
passion for you! After all, it was for you that Jesus
lived, died and rose again. You matter to God!
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Spring Sermon Series (April-June)
“Why…? Questions of Faith We Want to Ask”
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
“Why?” can be one of the most powerful words in the
world! It can lead us to seek and explore answers that
merely surprise us, affirm an already existing belief,
and/or radically change our lives! This is certainly
true when it comes to questions of the Christian faith.
The Bible encourages us to ask questions and to
explore the depth, wonder, and mystery of our faith.
In Matthew 7.7-8, Jesus said:
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks
finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.”
In 1 Thessalonians 5.20-21, Paul writes, “Do not
despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast
what is good.” Asking, seeking, exploring, testing—
these are part of a robust faith and reflects a desire
to be transformed by the power of God!
Biblical scholar and author Peter Kreeft believes that
our questions about God, Scripture, and faith make a
difference, an infinite difference! “Religious questions
are important,” Kreeft writes, because:
It’s human to ask questions…questions are
the best way to learn…and if you don’t ask
questions, you won’t find truth—and that
means that your mind and soul and sprit won’t
grow…The more passionately you care about
the question, the more truth you will find…God
wants you to ask questions. He designed
you that way. Jesus never discouraged
questions…Should we question our faith?
Yes!—if the questioning is sincere and honest
and motivated by your wanting to know the
truth…To ask a question is to say, “I want the
answer!” As G.K. Chesterton said, an open
mind is like an open mouth: it is open so that
it can chomp down on something solid.1
Beginning in April, and continuing through the month of
June, our Sunday morning sermon series will explore
10 of the more challenging and controversial questions
often asked by seekers and critics of the Christian faith,
Scripture, and the church. And, these are questions
that even people of faith often want to ask but don’t!
Every Sunday, we will ask “Why…?

April 28th: “…God (How can we know God is
real?)”
May 3rd: “…The Bible (What does it mean to
say the Bible is God’s Word?)”
May 12th (Mother’s Day): “…Jesus (Is Jesus
the only way to heaven?)”
May 19th (Confirmation Sunday): “…Prayers
(Why pray if God already knows what I need?
Why unanswered prayers?)”
May 26th (Memorial Day Weekend): “…Death
and Hell (Why is there death? Are heaven and
hell real places?)”
June 2nd: “…War and Violence in the O.T. (Why
so much “violence” in the Old Testament?)”
June 9th (Pentecost): “…Suffering and Evil
(Why does God allow suffering and evil?)”
June 16th (Trinity Sunday/Father’s Day): “…
The Cross (Why did Jesus have to die on the
cross?)”
June 23rd: “…Conflicts (Why can’t [how do]
people get along?)”
June 30th: “…Church (Can I be a Christian and
not go to church?)”
An important, additional element to this series will be
an expanded Bible Study class after each service.
At our regular education hours of 10:00 am and 11:30
am, we will dig deeper into the questions of that week
(and likely other questions as well).
As we ask and explore these 10, often asked questions
of the Christian faith, we will seek to find answers that
make an infinite difference in how we understand God,
faith, and the Bible itself, deepening our love for, and
obedience to, Jesus who said: “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me” (John 14.6).
Bring your Bible, your questions, and an open mind
and heart. God is always ready to talk with you!

1
Peter J. Kreeft. Because God is Real: Sixteen Questions, One
Answer (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2008).
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Everyday Evangelism
Wednesdays During Lent
7:00-8:00 pm in the CLC
By Pastor Joel Kelly
In a short amount of time, the USA has become one
of the largest mission fields on the planet. The odds
are very good that the people in your neighborhood
and workplace are largely unconnected to a local
congregation and may not be connected to Jesus
at all. We are no longer a church who is servicing
a community filled with a variety of Christians; we
are now a church who finds itself needing to be on
mission in a mission field. And that mission field is
our own back yards: our homes, our workplaces, and
our communities.
This is the mission field we’ve all been called to.
The people we encounter each and every day of our
lives need to hear the good news of the Gospel and
the truth of God’s Word. In other words, we need to
“evangelize.”
For many of us, the thought of “evangelism” can spark
a negative reaction. Perhaps it conjures up thoughts
of going door to door on a Saturday morning, making
cold-calls on strangers and asking “if you were to die
tonight, would you go to heaven or hell?” That was
a popular tactic of evangelism years ago. But it’s
certainly not the prevailing thought today.
“Evangelism” comes from the Greek word euangelion,
meaning “good news,” or “gospel.” In its most general
sense evangelism means sharing good news (or the
gospel) with others. Of course, as Christians, we
mean something very particular when we talk about
The Gospel. But there are all types of evangelists. In
Jesus’ day, evangelists were Roman heralds sent out
into the world to proclaim Caesar’s victory or blessings
upon a region. The good news was an announcement
proclaimed, not a proposition. In those days, the
common proclamation was, “Caesar is Lord.” That
changed with Christians who countered with their own
good news – “Jesus is Lord.” It was a statement of fact,
based on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
Somewhere along the line of the last 2000 years, a shift
happened that made evangelism about the proposition
(“Do you believe?”) instead of the proclamation (“Jesus
is Lord.”) While we certainly agree with God in our
desire that all would believe, this shift in focus led to
a shift in tactics. Evangelism became about closing
the deal and obtaining a confession instead of about
Page 14

the relationship that Christians are to be cultivating in
the world around us.
This is the issue we’ll address on Wednesday nights
during the season of Lent. We’ll explore the biblical
roots of evangelism to understand that it is processoriented, not results-driven. We’ll learn to identify
areas where Jesus is already at work in the lives of
people around us, and join with him in that work. As
one author put it, “We are on mission with Jesus, not
for Jesus.” Join us at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall
following the Soup and Salad Supper. Childcare is
provided.

Wednesday Eucharist Worship Service
Wednesdays, 12:00 Noon
Sanctuary/Prayer Chapel
The Lenten season is a perfect time to reflect upon
the death and resurrection of Jesus for us and the
world, and how Christian discipleship is a lifestyle
that must be nurtured by God’s Word and Holy
Sacraments.
On Wednesdays at 12:00 noon through the Lenten
season, we will be offering a midday Holy Eucharist
service.
This brief (typically 30 minutes) Worship service
will focus on the Sacrament of Holy Communion,
Scripture readings, a brief homily (mediation on
Scripture), and prayer.
Traditionally, the season of Lent is a time when
something is “given up” as a sacrifice to help us
remember the ultimate sacrifice of Christ for us.
Conversely, Lent can also be a time to “add” a
spiritual discipline that supports our growth in faith.
If this day and time is possible for you, perhaps this
Eucharist service could serve just that purpose?
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DiscipleU Sunday

The Book of Ezra
Begins Sunday, March 24th
The book of Ezra consists of two distinct parts
that report two different phases of the restoration
of the nation of Judah. The first is the return from
the Babylonian captivity under the leadership of
Zerubbabel, prince of Judah, in about 538BC. Although
this group resettled Judah, they failed to complete the
restoration of the temple until they were encouraged
by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah almost 20 years
after they had first returned. The first six chapters of
Ezra describe this time period.
There is a gap of over 50 years between Ezra chapter
six and chapter seven. During this period Esther saved
the Jews from destruction. Chapters seven through
10 of Ezra take up the events in Jerusalem about 20
years after the time of Esther. These chapters tell how
Ezra led a second return from Babylon and carried
out a reformation of the religious life of Israel. The
greatest problem facing Ezra was Israel’s relapse into
the practice of intermarrying with heathen neighbors.
The main theme of the book of Ezra is the contrast
between God’s grace and human sinfulness. God had
graciously restored Israel to the land of promise. And
how did the people of Israel show their thankfulness?
They neglected the rebuilding of his temple. They
became discouraged by the opposition from their
enemies. They slid back into the same old sin of
intermarriage with their heathen neighbors, which had
plagued their ancestors. Nevertheless, God sent the
prophets Haggai and Zechariah and the priest Ezra to
get them back on course so that the nation would be
prepared for the coming of the long-awaited Messiah.
This book provides much hope and encouragement
for the people of God today. It encourages us to work
faithfully in the great task of building the church of
God. Ezra built up God’s people by bringing more
people to share in the task of rebuilding Jerusalem
and by instructing the inhabitants of Jerusalem with
God’s Word. Today, we build up God’s people through
evangelism, mission work, and every form of Christian
preaching and teaching, which strengthens our fellow
Christians in their loyalty to God and his Word. The
book of Ezra helps us overcome discouragement as
we carry out this work for God because it shows us
that no opposition can stop us when we are following
the Lord’s commission.1
Join us for this four-week study beginning Sunday,
March 24th. The same class is offered at 10:00 and
11:30am.
1
Brug, J. F. (1985). Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther (pp. 6–9). Milwaukee,
WI: Northwestern Pub. House.
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
“Foundations: The Basics of the Christian
Faith”
Wednesdays: 7:15am to 8:00am
Prayer Chapel | Teacher: Pastor Seth
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and
does them will be like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and
it fell, and great was the fall of it.” (Matthew 7.24-27).
Jesus says we are to build our lives on a solid
foundation—Jesus’ words, as found in the Bible, God’s
Word. God’s Word reveals God’s character, promises,
and will—how we are to grow in our faith and live in a
relationship with our Heavenly Father.
One way of building a solid foundation in our lives
is to understand and live out, the core truths of the
Christian faith. These core truths are often referred to as
“Doctrine,” “Systematic Theology,” and/or “Apologetics.”
While these titles can be daunting, and even brushed
aside as the “stuff” only pastors deal with, this is not
so. Biblical and doctrinal truths are the foundation upon
which we build our lives so that we are able to live lives
of freedom, hope, and contentment.
This study will explore 10, core doctrines of the Christian
faith that will build a solid foundation in our lives as we
understand and live out these truths of the Christian
faith:
 “The Bible: God’s Word or a Good Book?”
 “The Trinity: One God or Three?”
 “The Trinity” Part Two
 “The Trinity” Part Three
 “Salvation: Saved not Just From Hell but For
Life!”
 “Sanctification: Growing Up in Christ“
 “Good and Evil”
 “Heaven and Hell”
 “The Church: The Word Proclaimed and the
Sacraments Administered”
 “The Second Coming of Jesus”
Every week, the Wednesday morning Bible study
begins with Worship, as we sing some of the classic
songs of faith. We then pray together, lifting up to our
Heavenly Father our needs and the needs of others.
Finally, we dig into God’s Word as it is addressed to us
through Law and Gospel. This study is open to men
and women of all ages. You are always welcome!
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Youth and Family Ministries Upcoming Events

Confirmation

We are thrilled that this May, our eighth graders will be publicly affirming their faith in the rite of Confirmation.
These students are a mix from RHLS and public schools, and all have been learning and growing in our
middle school ministry for the past three years. We are blessed to have excellent Small Group leaders who
have invested time and love in these kids, actively partnering with parents. On Wednesday, May 15th, at
6:00pm, these students and their leaders will have a special night called Faith Expression, where the students
will share their faith journeys and come together to share their confirmation experience with family and our
church community. The following Sunday, May 19th, at the 10am service, these students will proclaim their
faith publicly and affirm their baptisms. You won’t want to miss these events! We pray for the students, their
families, and their Small Group leaders as Confirmation approaches.

Palm Sunday

Children’s Ministry Invites all preschool – 5th grade friends to a special morning on Palm Sunday, April 14th.
Families will start in worship together and kids will be dismissed to the Youth Hall for a kid-spectacular Holy
Week learning event geared specially for them that they will take home to share with their families. Please
join us for this terrific event!

Welcome Events
May 29th is a special Wednesday in Youth and Family Ministry – it’s “Move Up Wednesday!”
Two fun events on the same night! If your student is finishing 5th grade, we want to welcome them into
the Middle School Ministry with a fun welcome event from 5:30 – 7:30pm. We will start in Peter’s Parish.
Current 5th grade parents, please be on the
lookout for some specific Middle School
ministry information– everything you need
to know for a smooth and fun transition from
children’s Ministry to Middle School Ministry!
Eighth graders are also moving from Middle
School to High School Ministry with an
unforgettable night called “Initiation and Ice
Cream Trough!” Our high school students
are looking so forward to this night of
connection and love and are already praying
for eighth graders! We will meet in the Youth Hall at 7:00pm and end the
evening at 8:30pm with an Ice Cream Trough (yes, this is a once-a-yearmessy kind of thing!) Parents of eighth graders, please watch for important
high school ministry information coming your way!
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High School Ministry Shifts
By Shelli Haynes, Youth and Family Ministry Director
I love the theme of this issue of The Vine because
of the focal point of God’s Word and the impact and
influence that runs throughout all of the ministries
here at Red Hill. Youth and Family Ministry begins
each project and ministry week with Scripture as we
seek to partner with parents in order to have the most
influence and impact on high school students. Our
verse this year, Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect”,
guides us as we seek to walk with students and their
families throughout the ups and downs of life.
Over the past two decades, I have experienced some
major shifts in the landscape of how we minister to
students and families in our sunny Southern California
culture. Roughly 20 years ago, youth night was one
of two consistent connection points each week. On
average, families worshiped three out of every four
Sundays. Back then, school, sports, and other extracurricular events blocked out the night, and the pace
of a family’s life moved a few clicks slower than what
we experience today.
There has also been a shift in high school ministry away
from a “church is the place where ministry happens”
mentality, and to a “mobilized ministry” concept which
invites YFM leaders and small group volunteers to
look for places and events to connect with students in
their own environments, outside of the church building.
Practically, this looks like joining students for coffee,
being on high school campuses, and being present
at sporting events, plays, competitions, and other
events where students participate. This change in
ministry strategy has allowed our team and volunteers
to live out the great commission from Christ to “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.” Being out in the community
has led to more partnerships with local schools, coffee
shops, as well as increased ability to see students in
their own context and often with their friends. It is
awesome to be able to share Jesus while celebrating
a lacrosse victory or watching a speech or debate
tournament!
While we still love and prioritize midweek ministry
and building the community for high school students,
we recognize and embrace the changing needs of
families in our community. Simply put, youth night is
redhillchurch.org

not the only place or time that we engage with students
and families! We deeply desire to walk in faith with
students in their world and with their friends and peers,
always pointing them to Jesus as the sole source of
unchanging identity and faith in a tumultuous and
ever-changing world.
One of the impactful pieces of our high school midweek
youth night is the connection it makes between the
lives of the students we see and the Sunday family
worship experience. We understand that Scripture is
the source of our community’s faith foundation and
allows our students
to explore spiritual
concepts in a safe and
relaxed environment!
Each week we gather
and praise God, build
community through
group activity, delve into
teaching, and process
life applications in small
group environments.
This year, we have
been asking high
girls Sophie Palmer & Corinne
s c h o o l s t u d e n t s t o Junior
Padar helping a new mom of twins.
contemplate issues
coming directly from our
Pastor’s sermons. In
Genesis, we explored
the interaction between
faith, science, and
theology, favoritism,
and justice. Recently,
journeying in the
Gospel Matthew, we
have explored concepts
like fear, racism, and
temptation. Students
have been mobilized to
Junior guys Roscoe Coughran and JT
delve into these issues
Davis pulling weeds.
while putting words to
their faith, and movement to their experiences.
As you can see, our students are active servants, who
are enthusiastically looking for ways to help those in
need and share God’s love with others in practical and
meaningful ways! We had such fun serving families
in our neighborhood recently. With all of the rain, we
were blessed to do a lot of yard work and I have heard
from a few grateful parents that they hope to have their
kids share this gift of service at home!
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Children’s Ministry Serves Our Community
By Beth Stoffregen, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
During the last few months, our Sunday morning
teaching has been focusing on the concepts of
compassion and service. These concepts work
beautifully hand-in-hand, and we have had some great
conversations about serving others compassionately,
following the example Jesus modeled for us.
“Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to
come to Him. Then He said, `Anyone who wants
to be first must be the very last. They must be the
servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35
In order for the children to apply what they were
learning in a tangible way, we participated in a
couple of hands-on service projects that gave us
an opportunity to share the love of Jesus as well as
encourage and bless people in our community who
are in challenging situations. The kids sure rose to
the occasion!
SeniorServ: January Philanthropy
In January,
we were given
an opportunity
to partner
with Red Hill
Lutheran
School’s
philanthropy
project
SeniorServ.
SeniorServ delivers
programs and services
that reduce hunger and
improve health and
wellness for seniors
so that they may live
independently in the
homes and communities they love.
During our large group time, we talked about what
it would be like to be unable to independently go
outside our homes and do all of the things we would
like to do.

always with them. We then attached these Valentine
Cards to little stuffed animals. It was our prayer that
these little reminders of God’s love would have a big
impact on the recipients, who often feel lonely.
Additionally, all children’s offerings collected during
the month of January were given to SeniorServ’s
Meals on Wheels program. This program delivers
meals by friendly volunteers to those who are unable
to shop and prepare meals for themselves.
Hygiene Kit Service Project
In February, we were provided an opportunity to
assemble hygiene kits for the homeless community
serviced by Orange County Rescue Mission. A
special thank you to the wonderful support from our
Red Hill families. With support from our Red Hill
families, we were able to exceed our goal of 100
bags! We lovingly assembled 160 bags of hygiene
supplies, as well as many boxes of extra supplies.
This project proved to be another wonderful, reallife example of fishes and loaves! Thanks so much
to our Red Hill community for your donations and
support as we actively seek partnerships with other
community agencies like Orange County Rescue
Mission.

Our Children’s Minstry serving the
community through SeniorServ and
assembling hygiene kits.

During our small group time, our
children made Valentine’s Day
Cards for seniors who live at
home. These seniors are typically
unable to go out without a lot of
assistance. The Valentine’s Day
Cards contained little reminders
that God loves them and He is
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Middle School Ministry Update
By Phil Gaylor, Middle School Coordinator
Spring in our Middle School program is a crazy and fun
time, as we are learning a lot, growing and maturing,
and going on lots of trips and events! Our annual
Winter Camp was special this year for two reasons.
First, this year we attended Forest Home Camp on the
same weekend as our high school group. Second, we
expected, planned for, and packed for a ton of snow up
on the mountain. However, we ended up with torrential
rains and flooding conditions, instead! All this is to
say, WHAT AMAZING STUDENTS WE HAVE! Their
ability to go with the flow and adjust expectations and
activities was so encouraging.
Our focus for the weekend was on community building
and relationships across the middle school and high
school groups. While the
students had their run of
the camp all weekend,
and worshipped and
played cards, and hung
out together in their peer
groups, we asked them to
Sara Naulty, Mikaela Brenner- choose different mealtime
Christina Dominguez and Emily
table groups in an effort
Gemeinhardt.
to get to know different
leaders and students from Red Hill. It was exciting to
see the difference from the bus ride to the mountain
to the bus ride home. Students were laughing and
enjoying memories and photos with other kids who
were in different groups and grades, and some of our
incredible small group leaders were able to pour into
kids from outside of their regular small group. As you
can see from our photos, one of the best parts of camp
is the funny faces and laughter kids and adults enjoy!

Ministry to Young Adults
Exciting Opportunities to Live Out
Romans 12:2
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth & Family
Ministries
One of the neat ministry avenues we have been
pursuing this year has been focused attention and
care for our 2018 high school graduates as they
have entered the workforce or continued education
at colleges at home and away. This year, we have
been actively walking with 13 young adults who are
all over the country, studying all sorts of subjects and
working in jobs that are exciting to them.
From Massachusetts to the Northwest, from Arizona to
right here in SoCal, we are walking with these students
as they transition from childhood to adulthood. This
year our church has baked treats, provided notes
of encouragement, and filled care packages with
fun items that have been sent out three times to
our students. Studies show that the more relational
connections people have to church, the more likely
they are to continue to grow in their faith. One of our
hopes is that our students living far away will find a
church to plug into. To that end, we have looked for
ways to resource churches
for our students, and in our
communication with them
we have lovingly encouraged
them not to give up on this
very special and important
community.
As you might imagine, our
s t u d e n t s h a v e h a d Shelli Haynes and Carmen Gogosha.
all sorts of different
experiences this year. Over the Christmas break,
we invited young adults and current 12th graders to
go bowling together. We are looking for intentional
ways to maintain and support the connections the
church and school have built over the years. Would
you commit to praying for our students as they study
and take final exams and prepare for the summer?
Knowing that their church family is praying for them
is a huge blessing to these young adults! If you see a
young adult in church, be sure to ask them how things
are going. They are living such interesting lives and
impacting the world for God in some very creative and
important ways!
If you would like to help with next year’s care packages,
we would love that. Please contact me at (shaynes@
redhillchurch.org) to find out how you can be part of
this exciting ministry.

redhillchurch.org
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Vacation Bible School 2019
June 10th – 14th
9:00am – 12:15pm
By Carmen Gogosha, Preschool and Nursery Coordinator

Vacation Bible School is the best way for kids to start
their summer break. It is a high-energy week spent
learning about Jesus. Everyone attends chapel where
we sing fun songs with choreographed hand motions.
One of the kids’ favorites year after year is “Yes to
VBS”. A Bible lesson is presented and then the kids
participate in activities that make the lesson applicable
to their age group. Other fun rotations include games,
snacks and crafts where attendees get to take home a
meaningful craft that supports the theme of the week. A
unique rotation is missions where the kids learn about
a need in the community (or world) and ways they can
serve and help make a difference by working together
on a hands-on mission project.
VBS is open to preschool through sixth grade. The
cost is $30 per child. Please register your child on the
church website. You can find the VBS tab under Youth
and Family. If you are in need of before or after child
care, please see the school office for pricing.
Our Memory Verse is “God’s power has given us
everything we need to live a godly life.” 2 Peter 1:3.
Kids will be challenged to raise their game because
knowing God and trusting in Jesus fills each of us with
the Fruit of the Spirit!
Vacation Bible School is the largest outreach
opportunity to our community of preschool kids to
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sixth graders. If you have always wanted to go on a
“mission trip”, look no further than RHLC.
VBS is like a mission trip where you can sleep in your
own bed, and don’t need to know a second language!
The church has a wonderful opportunity to spread the
Gospel to our local neighborhood and to reignite the
hearts of our young friends.
To put on a wonderful experience for 250 kids, we
need 90 volunteers from 7th grade and older. We are
in need of Small Group Leaders who are in charge of
a single grade to lead them through rotations. We are
also in need of a games director who can instruct youth
helpers to lead the games. If you are creative or like
to build things, we could use your help to transform
our campus to fit our 80’s theme of video gaming.
Prayer warriors are also deeply appreciated. We need
people who love to sing and lead hand motions during
worship. Our snacks and craft rotations also need
assistants. Finally, we are seeking people who can
cut and prep curriculum before VBS.
If you would like to serve before or during the week,
please reach out to me at cgogosha@redhillchurch.
org or go to the church website and fill out a volunteer
application. You can find the VBS tab under Youth
and Family.
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The Way Scripture Guides Us
By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community
How does scripture inform, guide and focus our ministry and how do we utilize the Bible?
I believe God, as the ultimate loving Father, wants
us to walk in his footsteps. He knows the right way
to navigate this life. He foresees the things that we
do not, and wants us to trust that He knows how the
world works so that He can protect us from harm and
nurture our growth in and through loving community
with Him and others. I see the scriptures as a gift,
meant to help us understand how God is revealing
his love, his personality, his care and his guidance.
But also his expectation for obedience, and the ways
we treat each other.
Often it's difficult to extract what God actually wants
us to learn through scripture and that's why He tells
us it's important that we come together to hear from
knowledgeable, trustworthy teachers (Pastors who
continually study for deeper understanding of the
stories told and then share the information as God
intended it to be understood.) God also informs us
in scripture how important it is to be in community
(small groups) to share our own life experiences.
We have all read the scripture Romans 12:4 mention “many members.” I believe God reveals who He
is through each one of us. He has strategically not
given just one person all the knowledge. He uncovers certain things at certain times and in certain circumstances to help us through various engagements
within this life so that we can share them and profess
to other people His true nature as learned by our
experience of Him. God wants us to be connected!
Just imagine how different our lives might be if we
were intentional about living out the “one anothers”
and the “each others” found within the scriptures. I
encourage you to read them.
In Philippians 1:9-10; Paul teaches and prays that
our love may abound more and more in the knowledge and depth of insight, so that we may be able to
discern what is best and pure and blameless for the
day of Christ. I believe Paul is trying to get people to
understand how to be a new kind of human, different
from what we see in the world.
I learn a lot from others who pull meaning out of
scripture in their study times and devotions. Recently, I was reading through Lysa Terkeurst’s deredhillchurch.org

votional “Embraced”. She writes about how God – if
we closely follow him - weaves into us the ability to
discern what is best for us. From the verse above,
her interpretation is this:
“as we layer knowledge and depth of insight
into our lives, we develop a trustworthy discernment”.
I believe scripture would prove her correct. Consider
what she shares :
• Knowledge is wisdom that comes from acquiring truth (Sermons and reading scripture).
• Insight is wisdom that comes from living out the
truth we acquire (Community/Small Groups/
EHS Triads).
• Discernment is wisdom that comes from the
Holy Spirit's reminders of that knowledge and
insight (Practice of silence, stillness, reflection
and prayer).
Hebrews 5:11-6:3 mentions our choice for maturity
in what we have already learned from hearing the
word from our Pastors and Bible teachers and how
it is up to us to practice the truth found in Scripture,
to be constant in our training so that we can become
teachers ourselves instead of constantly being fed
by the word preached to us. This doesn’t mean you
have to stand in front of others and “teach” a class. It
simply means that those who have been part of the
church for an extended length of time already have
the knowledge necessary to distinguish good from
evil, right from wrong and to live a life as an example
to others who are just learning the elementary truths
of God in his word.
How many of us constantly absorb but never pour
back into anyone else, or continue to walk in ways
that would be displeasing to the Lord?
So many promises are available to us; these are a
few I have recently read again with fresh eyes:
Matthew 7:24 therefore everyone who hears these
words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock.
Deuteronomy 7:11 If you pay attention to these laws
and are careful to follow them, then the Lord your
God will keep his covenant of love with you, as he
swore to your forefathers.
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Psalm 119:18 open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.
Matthew 5:8 blessed are the pure in heart for they
will see God.
I believe our lives can be transformed if we seek to
truly understand the heart of God, the purpose of Jesus and to trust in the Holy Spirit. We can love those
who make us angry. We can be kind to those we
disagree with. And, we can find better ways to live
together creating a community that supports each
other and glows with God's glory so that all who are
seeking God will find comfort and rest, a family and
a home.

accountability through real struggles. James
5:16 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous {follower
of Jesus} person has great power as it is working”. James encourages us to have regular
times of checking in with each other.
• Silence and Reflection - Immanuel Journaling
- coming soon - watch patio for flyers.
• Multiple Service opportunities - see Sunday
patio flyers.

I encourage you to find a way to spend at least 15
minutes each day reading scripture; Through Lent,
refer to our Devotional or, post-Lent, pick up the
weekly Compass if you're not sure which scriptures
to read. I challenge you to find at least two trusted
companions who will walk this journey with you and
form a triad. This will enable honest discussion about
how God is working in your life. Then seek a way to
serve your church community, if only once a month,
in appreciation for all that God has provided you.
There are so many opportunities at Red Hill from
Sunday tasks as we worship and welcome new followers, to feeding the homeless and encouraging the
downtrodden, to visiting shut-ins so no one feels left
behind. If you are not sure where you might fit in,
come talk with me or our Pastors. All you need is a
willing spirit and God will do the rest. You may be
surprised at just how capable you are!
Contact me at (714) 878-3274 or acalderon@redhillchurch.org. I am so blessed to serve you!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONNECTION:
• Multiple Women’s Groups, weekly and monthly options available. See Sunday patio flyers.
• Adult Sunday School - 10:00am in the CLC
and 11:15pm in the upstairs library.
• Adult Wednesday Morning’s with Pastor Seth,
7:15am in prayer chapel.

Building Spiritual Intimacy:
A Life-Sharing Session
Saturday, March 23rd
8:30 am – 1:45 pm in the CLC
Do you want to deepen your intimacy with God?
Have you experienced the unimaginable joy when
God reveals Himself to you? The richness of
our experience with God is guided, bound, and
discerned by the Scripture with the cross of Christ
as the center. You are invited to explore practical
ways to deepen intimacy with God through this day
of fellowship, teaching, and sharing life together.
Registration is $10 and includes breakfast, lunch,
and all workshop materials. Sign up on Realm
or on the patio. Please contact Hary Dianto at
haryonodianto@hotmail.com for more information.

• Triad (groups of three) - Emotionally Healthy
Journey, learning skills to help navigate emotions within relationships (personal and business). Join with fellow, trusted Christian
companions for deeper encouragement and
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Help Us Build a House in Mexico this May!
May 17th -19th
This May, a group of volunteers from Red Hill will build a
house for the poor in Mexico, just a few miles south of the
border. Like our many trips in past years, this will be a unique
and very fulfilling opportunity to show the Lord’s love to a
family in great need. If you are interested, please contact
Ken Hays at 714-289-0476, Also, if you don’t already have a
passport, apply right away!

Our volunteers, hard at work building new homes and dreams in Mexico!

redhillchurch.org
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Ultreyas which are held at various
churches in Southern California.

Who are we?
We are a Southern California based leadership
development ministry serving all Lutheran churches.
We are a lay-led movement focused on preparing
strong Christian leaders to go back into their churches
and communities to serve.
As a self-supporting organization, we operate
independently of any synod, branch or other church
body, but adhere to the core values and teachings of the
Lutheran faith. At least one Lutheran Pastor is present
on every Cursillo weekend, and a Lutheran Pastor sits
on our governing board.
What is Cursillo?
Cursillo means “A short course in Christianity”. It is a
three-day, intensive study and experience of how to
better live your life as a Christian.
The weekends are led by a team of Cursillistas (one
who has attended Cursillo) of about 50-60 people.
The team consists of lay leaders, clergy, musicians
and cooks.
History of Cursillo
Cursillo began in Majorca, Spain in the Roman Catholic
Church. Cursillo in the United States began when two
Spanish pilots were in America in the 1940’s. Cursillo
is now in many states as well as Europe, Canada,
Australia, and South America. Lutheran Cursillo held its
first set of weekends in June 1990. LCSC uses Lutheran
Theology and is led by Lutheran Clergy. You must be
an active member at a Lutheran Church to attend.
Where is Cursillo held?
Lutheran Cursillo weekends are held at Cursillo House
in Pomona, CA. About 30-40 pilgrims can attend a
weekend, while another 50-60 attend as team members.
There is no cost involved in attending a Cursillo. The
weekend is a gift to you from the community of those
that have attended previously and those who are
serving as a team. A sponsor takes care of getting you
to Cursillo and bringing you home, as well as providing
you with the application for the weekend. We ask that
you be open to the weekend as it unfolds, and give
yourself surrender and charity.
Follow Up
After attending Cursillo, you are invited to share in a
small reunion group with other Cursillistas in your area.
You are also invited to attend monthly meetings called
Page 24

Here’s what a few Red Hill members
have to say about their personal
Cursillo experiences:
“The Cursillo retreat weekend was
spent with a community of God’s
children that teach you how to accept
more of God in your heart. I have never felt better as
a husband, father, friend and son of the one and only
God.” - Buddy Bullock
“Cursillo was a wonderful time of refreshment. It was
so neat to hear the stories of God’s grace and to have
such a deep experience during the retreat. I forged
some new friendships as well as deepened others. It
was a profound reminder of how God uses little things
to make a big impact.” - Isaiah Coughran
“I was amazed at the amount of love shown that
weekend. The Holy Spirit sure touched my heart and
reminded me how important service to others really
is. Service is a way to thank God for the Grace he gave
me.” - Melissa McEvers-Gomez
“Participating in Cursillo has radically impacted my faith
walk and significantly deepened my relationship with
Jesus. Retreats are always a great way to refocus and
reconnect, but the Cursillo method includes specific
elements that foster and encourage quiet reflection as
well as singing heartfelt praise. Additionally, the tools
provided have helped me remain more plugged in to
my faith walk resulting in a deeper engagement with
Christ.” - Brett Moore

Future Weekends
Sept 19th - 22nd Men’s Retreat Weekend at Curillo
House, Pomona
Sept 26th -29th Women’s Retreat Weekend at Cursillo
House, Pomona
If you are interested in attending a Cursillo weekend,
please contact Angie Calderon at (714) 878-3274 or
acalderon@redhillchurch.org for further information.
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interdenominational weekend following the “Orange
County” hybrid model to deepen people’s daily walk
with Christ through love and service. We want to pass
on the meaningful growing experience in which each
of us has shared.
Where is Tres Dias Held?
Primarily it has been held in the Spring of each year
at the Salvation Army location in Santa Ana, while the
Summer retreats are held at Red Hill Lutheran Church.

Who we are?
The Tres Dias movement endeavors to bring Christians
to a closer, more personal walk with their Lord Jesus
Christ and encourages them to action in their church
and community and Christian leadership. Tres Dias is
an adult weekend that aims to concentrate closely on
the person of Jesus Christ and His teachings. While
Tres Dias explores basic Christian beliefs, it is best
described as a spiritual encounter with Christ. Many
who have attended a weekend have experienced a
deeper and more meaningful relationship with Christ
as they sense his love and grace in a real and dynamic
way.
What is Tres Dias?
Tres Dias is a spiritual renewal program intended to
strengthen the local church through the development
of Christian disciples and leaders. The program’s
approach seriously considers the model of Christ’s
servanthood and encourages Christ’s disciples to act in
ways appropriate to being “a servant of all.” The Tres
Dias experience begins with a 72-hour short course in
Christianity.
Tres Dias is an adaptation of the Roman Catholic
Cursillo Movement, which originated in Spain in
1949. Cursillo de Cristianidad means “little course in
Christianity.” The original Cursillo leaders designed
the program to empower persons to transform their
living and working environments into Christian
environments. During the 1960s and 1970s, several
denominational groups offered a “Cursillo-like”
weekend. Non-denominational groups, such as Tres
Dias, began to offer Cursillo in 1978.
Tres Dias is interdenominational. The program invites
and involves the participation of Christians of many
backgrounds. Tres Dias seeks to foster Christian
unity and to reinforce the whole Christian community.
History of Tres Dias
The Orange County Tres Dias Community was birthed
out of the Orange County Walk to Emmaus Community
in the spring of 2007. Our goal is to provide an
redhillchurch.org

Follow Up
Tres Dias Reunion groups are a small group of friends
who meet regularly to encourage each other to continue
their Christian growth by sharing their support of one
another in faithful living. Participants seek to grow in
their relationship with Christ in order to impact their
environments of family, job, and community through
the ministry of their congregations.
If you are interested in attending a Tres Dias weekend,
please contact Angie Calderon at (714) 878-3274 or
acalderon@redhillchurch.org for further information.
Here’s what a few Red Hill members have to say
about their personal Tres Dias experiences
“I have not experienced the feeling of being a family
of Christ as much as I did through Tres Dias. The
overwhelming feeling is love. I truly believe that
Tres Dias and those who serve fulfill Jesus’ greatest
commandments: to love the Lord our God with all
our hearts, minds, souls and strength and love our
neighbors as ourselves. There is nothing more
powerful than that and that is what I felt. It inspires me
to want to serve and do everything as unto the Lord.
What a blessing.” - Jennifer Colon
“The Tres Dias experience in one word is overwhelming!
The love that is shown to you and showered over you
is such a beautiful representation of the unstoppable,
unrelenting love that God’s has for each of us. “ - Lis
Fortner
“I think most of all, Tres Dias brings unity and love
to the people who attend and serve the weekends.
Jesus Christ stitches us together in such a beautiful
way so that when you see your brothers and sisters
after a weekend, the walls are down and you just smile
knowing you have been through something unique and
special together.” - Terri Holte
Future Weekends
July 25th - 28th - Men’s Retreat Weekend at Red Hill
Lutheran Church
August 1st - 4th - Women’s Retreat Weekend at Red
Hill Lutheran Church
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From top to bottom:
Christmas Eve at Red Hill included our live nativity.
Grandparent’s VIP Day: Lori
Browne welcomes VIPs; Donna
Wiksell and granddaughter
Madison; Cheyenne Darling and
Ava Booy; The Revil Family;
Pastor Seth and Dr. Paul Marquardt greet VIP’s; The Steinle
Family.
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Top: His Little Feet International Children’s Choir performs at
Red Hill.
“Let Your Light Shine” Gala at the Center Club, Costa Mesa:
Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Bingham, and Mrs. Mannix ejoying the evening; Event organizers Chantey Darling and Katie Tancredi; Carrie and Matt Smith; Dr. Paul and Meg Marquardt; Guests bidding
on auction items; Guests dancing.

redhillchurch.org
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Red Hill Lutheran Chancel Choir and Church Members Travel to Europe
By Jason Harney, Director of Music/Prinicpal Conductor
Our Lord walked the dusty roads between Galilee and Jerusalem for just
over thirty short years, yet within the next generation, His apostles had
lit the spark of a movement that would spread across the entire globe.
As the early church began to find its tentative roots around the edges of
the Mediterranean Sea, the looming specter of the Roman Empire was
a constant antagonist and opponent of the fledgling band of believers.
As Pastor Seth preached about on March third,
Transfiguration Sunday*, Peter, Paul, and James, as well
as the other apostles set about spreading the Gospel,
just as they had been commissioned to do by Christ. Both Peter and Paul wound up as
prisoners in Rome itself, and both were martyred there. Of course, before his death, Paul
wrote many Epistles from behind the prison walls. They were not the only ones, most of
the Apostles met similar fates, never recanting their faith and trust in Jesus.
Nevertheless, the early church continued to grow and
solidify. In Rome itself, churches met in secret for almost
three centuries, defying the official stance of the Ceasars
and the threat of punishment and execution. It was not until
Emperor Constantine experienced a vision and consequently
issued the Edict of Milan in 313 that Christianity was tolerated in the Empire.
Constantine also called the Council of Nicea, from which we have the Nicene Creed, which is still used in
Catholic and Protestant churches around the world. Eventually, Christianity became the official religion
and the Holy Roman Empire was born. The city of Rome has been the seat of the Catholic Church for
nearly two thousand years.
The Red Hill Lutheran Church Chancel Choir, along
with RHL Church members and the singers from
Choral Music Aliso will be traveling on their third
international adventure in the summer of 2020.
Beginning in Naples, we will then visit the ruins of Pompeii before traveling
north to Rome, the Eternal City.
There, we will sing a concert at St. Peter’s
cathedral with several other American choirs. In addition, we will serve as the
chapel choir for a mass in St. Peter’s. Those travelers from Red Hill who are
not singing in the concerts will have the opportunity to join Pastor Joel Kelly in
adventures in early church history. The site of both Saint Paul’s and Saint Peter’s
martyrdom are in Rome, as are many early church sites. Before leaving Rome, we
will sing a concert at the stunningly beautiful Sancta Maria Sopra Minerva (Saint
Mary Above Minerva.
After a week in Rome, we will journey through the hills
of Tuscany to its capitol, Florence, the seat of the Italian
Renaissance. By the fifteenth century, the traditions of sacred
art and architecture in Italy were developing to heights never
imagined before, and the Renaissance Era saw a further explosion
of these disciplines. In addition to performing another concert,
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we will explore the wonders of Firenze! The depth of art, architecture, and
history to explore could scarcely be plumbed in several weeks, but we will enjoy
seeing the highlights, such as: The Duomo of Florence, the Uffizi Gallery, The
Academy of Art, featuring Michelangelo’s David, The Piazza del Signore, the
Ponte Vecchio, Santa Croce, and much more.
We will conclude our Italian adventure
with a stop in Venice, The Floating City.
There may be no more magical city on Earth than Venezia. In
stark contrast to the hustle and bustle of Rome, with its confluence
of old and new, busy streets, honking traffic, and noisy crowds,
Venice is a quiet and sedate city. It takes just a few steps down
a secluded alley, over a quaint footbridge,
or along the edge of a picturesque canal to
leave even the subtle noises of the Grand
Canal behind and lose yourself in the historic
labyrinth of the ‘Queen of the Adriatic’. Once an independent city-state, ruled by the
Doges, Venice rises out of the waters like an apparition, holding countless treasures of
church architecture and sacred art. The piazza and Cathedral San Marcos are two of
the must sees in any visit to Venice. We will sing a concert at Santa Maria della Pieta
church.
As they have in the past, the Chancel Choir will present a ‘Pre-Tour’
Concert in late spring of 2020. We hope you will join us for that preview,
as we present out tour music here at home before we travel.
Also, It is not too late to join us for this adventure of a lifetime. If you are
interested in coming along on this journey, please contact me at jharney@
redhillchurch.org.

These are some highlights from the
Church and Chancel Choir’s 2014
trip to France.
Followiung that trip was a wonderful
tour of Germany 2017. We hope you
will consider joining us in 2020 for
our Italian tour!

redhillchurch.org
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Fall 2019 Registration for Red Hill Lutheran School

Registration is open now for Fall 2019 Preschool through 8th grade spaces. Please contact Lori Browne,
Director of Admissions, (LBrowne@redhillschool.org or (714)544-3132 x111), to schedule a tour to learn
about the advantages RHLS provides with small class sizes where God is included in every subject in every
classroom. Families who enroll at RHLS are looking for MORE for their children.

ENGAGING HEARTS AND MINDS FOR CHRIST

Red Hill Lutheran Church & School
Preschool Through 8th Grade

ǘǐƪǺŭȇȌǈŭȇƳǘǐˆ
MORE TOP 25 TEACHERS IN
THE LAST TWO YEARS
THAN ANY SCHOOL IN
ORANGE COUNTY

Jamie Hernandez, 1st Grade

Whole Brain Teaching Enthusiast,
Master of Classroom Transformation

For over 57 years, students have been offered challenging
hands-on learning focusing on Core Academics with a Growth
Mindset, utilizing Differentiated Instruction, all with
Christian/Biblical Integration.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bible
Algebra/Geometry
Robotics (Project Lead the Way)
Computer Coding & Technology
Science Olympiad (UCI)
Spanish
Paciﬁc Symphony (Class Act)
Concert & Praise Bands
String Orchestra & Handbells
Performing Arts & Choir
P.E. & Competitive Sports
Student Leadership/ASB
Resource Program

Superpower: Setting the Stage
to Engage

• Outdoor Ed: Catalina,
AstroCamp, Washington DC
• After School Classes & Clubs
(Chess, Cooking, Dance, Writing)
• Summer Camp
• Learning Garden
• STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts and Math)
• Art Masters

Superpower: Blending Education,
Science and Technology

RHLS students are spiritually guided to be outstanding scholars,
using their unique God-given gifts, talents, and abilities as they
develop self-conﬁdence to serve the greater community as
responsible citizens that demonstrate integrity and Christian values.

RED HILL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
13200 Red Hill Avenue, Tustin, CA 92780
Phone: (714) 544-3132 | www.redhillschool.org
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Mark Wakita, M.S. Science

Middle School Computer Science

Schedule Your Tour Today
Admissions Director:
Lori Browne
(714) 544-3132 x111
lbrowne@redhillschool.org

Enriching Daycare | Summer Camp
Opening at 7:00 am, Closing at 6:00 pm
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Associated Student Body
By Mrs. Sara Bridgman, ASB Advisor
The Middle School student leaders (Associated Student Body), are a group of 13 students selected for office
by their teachers and peers. The students put in a lot of time and effort in organizing and assisting in school
events, as well as inspiring school spirit through pep rallies, Faith Family groups, and weekly chapels.
These wonderful young leaders are quick to help with humble tasks such as cleaning up after dances,
and organizing activity bags for Literacy Week and Red Ribbon Week. They demonstrate responsibility by
meeting with our school board members, planning and running philanthropies, as well as making videos each
month for our school’s Christian Character Quality of the month.
As busy as these student-leaders are, we have learned the importance of keeping our priorities in order;
demonstrated by providing time to focus on the Lord in order to grow spiritually, both individually and as a
team of leaders. We discipline ourselves to not take on more than we can manage so that we have time for
devotions and leadership training.
Every ASB elective class is started with prayer requests and group time in prayer. Afterward, we either
engage in a student-led devotion, or we discuss a section of our
leadership workbook: Habitudes, by Dr. Tim Elmore. Habitudes is
a Christian-based leadership workbook which focuses on growing
leaders. Taking responsibility to grow as Christian leaders, reflecting,
and living out our faith, is the foundation of ASB. Quality leaders are
not born, but rather grow out of a life which seeks discipline, morality,
and integrity. The idea is to live a life grounded in something greater
than oneself, like our Lord Jesus.
In February, ASB enjoyed serving the children from His Little Feet.
They were honored to serve these children and enjoyed eating
alongside them!
Red Hill’s ASB enjoys a meal with His Little Feet crew.

Red Hill’s Associated Student Body.

redhillchurch.org
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Art and Biblical Integration
By Mrs. Carla Chun, Art and Resource Teacher
This spring, the Art elective students will take part in OCLSA (Orange County
Lutheran Schools Association) Art Fest 2019. The students’ work will be on
display at Orange Lutheran High School through Friday, March 22nd. Everyone
is invited to the closing reception where there will be Art activities, a community
art project, musical performances, and refreshments. Our students each created
a piece reflecting on this year’s theme “Look Up!” based
on Colossians 3:1-4. “If then you have been raised with
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things
that are above, not on things that are on the earth. For you
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When
Christ who is your life appears, then you will also appear
with him in glory.”

Above and right: Some examples of Art and Biblical
Integration themed “Look Up!”
Below: Biblical Integration based on “Dia de los
Muertos”

Biblical Integration: Art and Spanish
By Mrs. Carla Chun, Art and Resource Teacher
Collaboration with Spanish
In the fall, Art elective joined with Spanish elective class to create a Dia de
los Muertos cultural event. This holiday is widely celebrated in Mexico on
November 2nd and consists of creating an ofrenda with Christian symbols,
flowers (especially marigolds) pictures or belongings of deceased family
members, water, salt, and a sweet of some kind. The students decided
that they wanted to create an event to teach the whole school about this
custom. While the students were researching, they thought that some of
the practices may not be based on Biblical truths. Therefore, we decided
to ask Pastor Seth to visit our class to help us understand some of the
traditions surrounding All Souls Day. It turned out to be very helpful and
the students were then able to create a celebration that honored the culture
and recognized the truth of the Gospel.
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Introduction of Five Biblical Tenets:
Kindergarten – 2nd Grades
By Mrs. Keri Walden, 2nd Grade Teacher and
Primary Grade Lead
In the beginning of the school year, RHLS teachers
introduce the five Biblical Tenets (God, Mankind,
Creation, Purpose, and Moral Order) to students in
Kindergarten – 2nd grade. All students explore Biblical
truths through stories, activities, class discussions, and
writings in an effort to encourage them to apply these
in their daily lives. Teachers seek to incorporate the
Bible Curriculum across all subject areas throughout
the school day. Some examples include storyboards,
quick writes, presentations, Biblical faith connections,
and highlighting Christian character qualities supported
by scripture.

Biblical Tenets: Creation

Biblical Tenets:God

Biblical Tenets: Purpose

Biblical Tenets: Mankind

Biblical Tenets: Moral Order

redhillchurch.org
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Biblical Connections at RHLS
By Mrs. Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal
Red Hill Lutheran School teachers consider their
positions to being a vocation, a calling from God.
As part of that calling, they are blessed to not only
teach students content standards, but to guide them
in making biblical connections to the core subjects of
history, language arts, mathematics, and science. It
is our desire for students to see the presence of God
as He reveals Himself through all academic subjects.
History
At the beginning of the year, the 6th graders examined
several statements made in the history textbook about
prehistoric man and evolution and contrasted them
with what the Bible says about man and creation.
Over the course of the year
in 6th and 7th grades, we’ve
looked at the major world
religions and compared
and contrasted them to
Christianity. This would
include Islam, Judaism,
Hinduism, and Buddhism.
Eighth grade studies early
America and the colonists’
desire for religious freedom, Judeo-Christian values
that shaped our country’s founding, and issues like
slavery and the 3/5 Compromise, all from a Christian
perspective.
Language Arts
The language arts classroom provides students the
opportunity to apply biblical principles to both academic
concepts and to their own lives. Sixth graders study
Greek mythology and gods and goddesses in a crosscurricular history/language arts unit, but they also look
at the omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence
of our one true God. The seventh grade class takes a
deep dive into research, argumentation and debate,
looking at the question: “Can Money Buy Happiness?”
They examine a variety of classic literary works,
nonfiction texts, video, web resources, and the Bible to
see what God has to say about the role of money and
philanthropy in our lives. Recently, Pastor Seth Britton
gave a lesson to the eighth
grade class on looking at conflict
from a biblical perspective, in
alignment with their Anne Frank
unit’s focus on literary conflict.
Each literature and writing unit
explores biblical themes with
personal applications.
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Math
Biblical truths and principles
can apply to every subject.
RHLS mathematics
explores how math reveals
the orderliness of creation
and the intentionality with
which God designed us
and our world. We see
that in parabolas found in
nature and in constant and
predicable forces of nature
(gravity, momentum,
probability). This year, students evaluated our faith,
how it changes over time, and how the trajectory/
slope of our faith may change, due to our imperfect
nature. 6th Grade recently did a book study on “If the
World Were a Village” in which we look at the world’s
population broken down into a variety of categories.
They discovered how Christianity accounts for 30%+
of the world’s total population. That segues into a
discussion about how exponential growth has not only
impacted Christianity, but how we (in some way) owe
our salvation and our system of beliefs to the fact that
the Bible went “viral.”
Science
Biblically Integrated Middle School Science teaches
students about Earth, Life, and Physical Sciences,
and how the Creator, who made it all, connects every
aspect of Creation. God’s work is found in all areas
of science from the subatomic particles that make
up all matter, to the DNA that makes up all living
things, to our understanding of Earth and the forces
that continue to shape it. For MS science at RHLS,
some examples include discussions of different
Christian timelines for the age of the universe, the
infallibility of the Bible when viewed from a scientific
perspective, discussions on the science of Creation vs.
Evolution, and special topics on Christian viewpoints
(Euthanasia, Designer Children, and Advances in
Science vs. Moral Advances).
Red Hill Lutheran students gain sound subject matter
knowledge while developing a biblical foundation that
will prepare them for life in His Kingdom here on Earth
and beyond.
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Performing Arts Department and Biblical Integration
By Mr. Ben Hunter, Music Teacher and Specialty Teacher Lead
The Performing Arts Department (PAD) includes all
preschool through 8th grade instrumental music,
choral music, and dance, drama, and praise band. In
all facets of our program, we utilize biblical principles
to guide our teaching and curriculum.
Text is a strong element in a piece of music. The
words of a song stay with the singer and the listener
and often trigger deeper feelings that change from
individual to individual. In our choral music classes,
Dr. Linda Brown teaches the students either songs that
have text straight from The Bible or songs that have
morals and themes found in The Bible. Sure, not every
song is a hymn
straight from The
Bible, but strong
consideration
is used while
choosing music to
make sure songs
do not contradict
the teachings of
The Bible.
Our 4th grade choir
led worship by
singing the offertory
during chapel last
month. This is
just one example
of how our choral
program teaches
leadership and a mind of worship. Other grades also
sing in chapels and our after school choir has sung in
our worship services on Sunday mornings at Red Hill
Lutheran Church.
In our drama and dance classes, students learn and
perform plays and musicals with a biblical story. Ms.
Occhipinti does her own research to find musical
productions that tell the story of Jesus and other
relevant stories of both the old and new testaments.

Our new Praise and Movement middle school elective
has been focusing on school spirit. These dancers
have been bringing the school together in Christ-like
community at pep rallies and they have also been
leading motions for worship during chapel with the
middle school praise band.
In Instrumental Music, students praise God with all
the sounds we make but we also dutifully work on
increasing our skill for the better of His kingdom.
Psalm 33:3a states “Sing to Him a new song, play
skillfully…” We are not only called to praise God but to
do so skillfully and we take that responsibility seriously.
Our handbell elective,
Redeemed Handbell
Ensemble, performs a
piece of worship every
few months in chapel.
Our String Orchestra
and Concert Band also
play in chapel throughout
the year helping the
student community
worship the Lord. Mr.
Isaiah Coughran, with his
Praise Band students,
leads songs of worship
every single Wednesday
for our entire K-8 student
body.
If you would like to come
and listen to the school students perform their songs
of worship, biblical musicals, as well as other concert
works, there are many opportunities this spring!
3/22 - 7:00pm at Orange Lutheran Arts Fest - 5th
Grade Beginning Band
3/23 - Time TBA at Orange Lutheran Youth Invitational
- String Orchestra & Concert Band
4/9 - 6:30pm at RHL 3-5 Spring Sing - Drama, Choral,
Instrumental Music
4/12 at RHL K-2 Spring Sing - Drama & Choral Music
with 2nd Grade Recorders
4/16 - 6:30pm at RHL Middle School Spring Sing

redhillchurch.org
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New Life in Jesus
By Mrs. Annie Caamano, Preschool Director
Lent means spring and, in preschool, spring means learning about new life. This month, we began learning
about life cycles by hatching Painted Lady butterflies and watching the birth of real baby chicks. There is no
better way to teach our little ones about Jesus’ love for us and how Christ comes into our hearts!
Our Life cycle lessons will begin by taking a close look at the wonder of metamorphosis. Our children
will have the opportunity to observe each day as their very own caterpillar larvae transform into amazing
chrysalises. After 7-10 days, the children will witness the beauty of the chrysalises emerging transformed
into Painted Lady butterflies. Once they are ready to take flight, we will release them in our “God’s Butterfly
Garden” developed especially to help the butterflies survive and flourish.
Beginning with our Life Cycle theme until our Farm theme in April, we will also learn about the
development and birth of baby chicks. We will begin by preparing an incubator, where we will watch, care
for, and wait for our chicken eggs to hatch. The children will anxiously await to see what beautiful new life
will arrive in just 21 days. We will learn about the different stages happening within the eggs week by week
as we wait for the chicks to arrive. After the baby chicks hatch, the children will be able to hold, love and
care for the baby chicks before they are returned to the store for a loving new home. Watching a baby chick
hatching from an egg is like watching a life transformed by the power of Jesus Christ.
Learning about new life and life cycles through butterflies and baby chicks is a powerful lesson about God’s
animals, insects and the beauty of transformation. Patience and trusting in God will help transform us; we
will be like the baby chicks and new butterflies-free to live for God!

Preparing eggs for an incubator.
Learning about Painted Lady
Butterflies.
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Parenting OC School Heroes 2019

Recently, it was announced that RHLS once again
had winning nominees for the Top OC School Heroes
(Teachers and School Employees). This year, we had
two Top Teachers, two Top Employees, and eleven
nominees, selected by Parenting OC Magazine from
hundreds of dedicated, talented, and gifted Orange
County Teachers and School Employees.
And the winners are…
Mrs. Jamie Hernandez, First Grade Teacher
Mr. Mark Wakita, Middle School Science Teacher
Mr. Adam Curiel, Facilities & Maintenance
Mrs. Lori Browne, Director of Admissions
This year’s top nominees included:
Dave Brenner, Middle School History
Kathleen Castro, Kindergarten
John Dovenmuehler, 4th Grade
Janette Gomez, Kindergarten
Colette Hammer, 3rd Grade
Ben Hunter, Instrumental Music
Linda Jones, Preschool
Jessica Parks, 1st Grade
Matthew Smith, Middle School Math
Keri Walden, 2nd Grade
Valerie Wilson, 3rd Grade

We are so proud of all our teachers and staff at Red
Hill Lutheran School. They all work tirelessly to give
our students the best experience and best Christian
education. Red Hill Lutheran School is so honored
and blessed to once again be on this prestigious list
of amazing educators.
Our very deserving RHLS teachers and staff members
were honored at the 2019 School Heroes Award
Reception at Bowers Museum on February 6th.
We congratulate our RHLS School Heroes as Top
Teachers and Employees selected from throughout
all of Orange County.
We also presented each RHLS School Hero with
special recognition at our Kindergarten-8th Grade
Chapel service on February 13th.
We are thankful to Parenting OC Magazine for this
recognition, and thankful to our incredible School
Heroes!

2019 TOPP OC SCHOOLL HEROES

Do not be
conformed to this
world, but be
TRANSFORMED
Mark Wakita, Science Jamie Hernandez, 1st

Adam Curiel, Facilities Lori Browne, Admissions

Above: From Left - Lori Browne, Jamie
Hernandez, Mark Wakita, and Adam Curiel.
Left: Top Parenting OC School Heroes
Awards Ceremony at Bowers Museum.

redhillchurch.org

Page 37

RHLS Spanish
By Mrs. Diana Blocker, Spanish Teacher
“In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit…” This is how we start our Spanish classes at
RHLS. “En el nombre del Padre, del Hijo y del Espiritu
Santo” Students love to recite it in both Spanish and
English. Students understand that they can learn
another language to praise the Lord more fully.
Language also gives us new words and expressions
that we can use to praise God. There is a different
sound of beauty when we praise God in different
languages.
Students also learn cultural and religious connections
with the language. In January, we celebrated Epiphany
in the classroom. Epiphany is well known as the
“Three Kings’ day” in Mexico and Spain. This feast
remembers the day that Jesus revealed Himself to the
world as Christ, God Incarnate, and King of the kings.
In class, we talked about this amazing revelation and
we celebrated with a traditional Mexican “rosca de
reyes” (Kings’ bread).
In Mexico, it’s a tradition to place small plastic dolls
inside the bread to symbolize baby Jesus hiding from
Herod’s attempts to kill him. Guests then randomly

take a share of the bread, and whoever finds the baby
Jesus figurine is the “lucky” godparent. Then he or she
has to host a party with tamales on February 2nd when
many Christians celebrate the Feast of the purification
of Mary, also known as the Feast of the Presentation
of Jesus at the Temple.
All of this happens while students are learning new
vocabulary:
K-1 learn and review colors, numbers 1-100, family
members and greetings, constantly;
2-3 Grade students are expanding their vocabulary
with places around town, parts of the house, emotions,
and adjectives;
4-5 Grade students are already learning grammar
rules about nouns, plurals and definitive and indefinite
articles.
MS Spanish students are working hard trying to
develop faster, the different skills of learning a foreign
language: listening, reading, speaking and writing.

Rosca de reyes

Mrs. Blocker with her students
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Biblical Integration in Sports and Athletics
By Mr. Chase Martin, Physical Education Teacher and Athletic Director/Coach
& Mrs. Jamie Hernandez, Girls Varsity Basketball Coach
There is a strong Biblical influence within the Red
Hill Lutheran Athletics program. The Bible assists
the coaches in developing accountability through the
team, and we emphasize communication, goal-setting,
and problem-solving skills. The Bible states that
suffering produces “perseverance and perseverance
character and character hope”. The endurance and
perseverance required in athletic competition is
valuable in building and strengthening character. The
Bible guides our team to exhibit grace, poise, and
self-control in all things – winning or losing. The Bible
helps coaches, players and fans to remain filled with
the Holy Spirit and display the Spirit’s fruit, on and off
the courts and fields.
Romans 12:1-2
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

1 Corinthians 10:31 tells us that “whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God.” It is our goal and desire for all
student athletes at RHLS, learn to use their talents and
abilities to honor God. The goal is to find their potential
and use it to the glory of God and to understand that
in doing so, they are worshipping God.
Heart Hero at Red Hill!!
Red Hill Lutheran participated in Kids Heart Challenge
this year where kids practiced jumping rope during
PE, learned about the importance of taking care of
their heart, and also raised lifesaving donations to
help others affected by heart diseases and stroke.
Our school has raised over $3,200!!
Rhett Poynter in Kindergarten was the TOP heart hero
on campus- he raised $450 to help!!

God has blessed us all with an incredible gift, our
bodies. It is our duty to take care of it and offer it as
a living sacrifice. We can play sports and compete in
a Godly manner and this is a form of worship to God.
When we use the talents God, our Creator, has given
us in athletics to His Glory, it pleases Him.
One of my favorite quotes is from a man named Eric
Liddell, you may know the name from the movie
“Chariots of Fire”. He once said, “God made me fast
and when I run, I feel his pleasure.”
This is my prayer that all student-athletes find pleasure
in using their God given talents to honor God. When
we recognize that God put this desire in us to compete
and that desire to push our bodies, whether in triumph
or defeat, it is pleasing to God.

Audra Vom Steeg from the American Heart Association,
Kindergartener Rhett Poynter and Dr. Paul Marquardt.
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Page 39

S.T.E.A.M.
By Mrs. Sara Bridgman, STEAM Teacher
How can a civil engineer further the gospel message? Or a
chemist? Perhaps a biomedical engineer? These are some of
the careers and questions we discuss in STEAM as we explore
careers through project-based learning. The goal in regards to
a Biblical application in STEAM, is for students to recognize
that in all we do, we can honor the Lord by showing His love,
compassion, and righteousness in our careers, hobbies, and
relationships; “so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God (Col.1:10).”
Along with preparing students for 21st-century careers, it is
also important to teach them to be 21st century Christians. We
do this by teaching them ways to navigate through the changes
and technological advances in our world, and how we can use
these tools to share the good news of Christ. This is why it is
imperative for students to live out their learning in application
to God’s truth.
The 8th grade class had an opportunity to compete in a challenge
for National Geographic. They were given a real-world problem
and were challenged to create a solution. The selected problem
for this year was “Tackling Plastic.” The students created
maps of a location to focus on, innovated products, created
awareness, contacted companies, researched, and submitted
their solutions to National Geographic. While completing this
project, the students studied the Biblical mandate to care for
our world. They applied their solutions to the Bible’s tenets, and
engaged in peer conversation and personal reflections, as we
pondered our role as Christians to care for the earth.
The STEAM students integrate their faith through a variety of
creative expressions. All projects integrate the school’s Biblical
tenets, as well as give room for personal and peer reflections. It
is my hope that the students see the immense opportunities we
have through education, careers, hobbies, and relationships to
further God’s kingdom.
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Red Hill: Summer Camp 2019
By Mrs. Caroline Elias
Save the Dates and watch for registration to open up later this month on our website:
www.redhillschool.org, under Programs, choose Summer Camp.
Our summer classes are open to the public and are a great way to share the ministry of Red Hill Lutheran
Church and School with friends and neighbors. Please keep our ministry in your prayers - for Christ to be
made known in a fun, safe, kid-friendly atmosphere each and every week!

Week/Dates

Theme

1 June 10-14

Power Up VBS

2 June 17-21

Musical Theater Camp - Carnival of the Animals

3 June 24 - 28

Amazing Science Investigations

4 July 1-3

Party in the USA!

5 July 8-12

Back in Time Adventures - Wild West

6 July 15-19

Music Conservatory

7 July 22-26

World Race

8 July 29-August 1

Good Sports!

9 August 5-9

Neighborhood Day Camp - run by Forest Home

redhillchurch.org
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Who are the American Heritage Girls?
By Claire Markovsky
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School has been blessed
with a Boy Scout troop for more than 60 years. The
heritage is strong and the legacy is undeniable. And
for many years, RHLC didn’t have a similar outlet for
girls to join – until recently. Introducing the American
Heritage Girls Troop CA0423! Is this a Girl Scout
troop? Not exactly, and let me tell you why. American
Heritage Girls (AHG) troops are similar to Girl Scouts
in that they both support a nurturing and educational
environment for girls to earn badges and create
a sisterhood of lifelong friends – but AHG offers
something even more. Founded in 1995, AHG’s
mission is to build women of integrity through service
to God, family, community and country. Everything
the troop does is put through a filter of faith in an effort
to glorify God in all we do. And we have tons of fun
doing it!

Explorer Badge Work

Tenderhart Badge Work

Since our troop started in the fall of 2017, our troop
has enjoyed weekend camping trips together, caroling
for seniors, summer pool parties, and have earned
numerous badges having a blast learning about
cooking, gardening, our country and our friends with
disabilities. We make a diligent effort to create a
calendar of events and badges that are well rounded
and suit a variety of interests for all members of the
troop.

Additionally, we have monthly-dedicated service
projects where we have created blankets for Project
Linus, filled shoe boxes with Christmas gifts for
Operation Christmas Child, and have stuffed toiletries
in tube socks for the homeless of Tustin for Operation
Warm Wishes. The service opportunities that the troop
provides allow for the troop members to have new
experiences and learn about the world outside of our
community, and serve those less fortunate than us.
One of the most unique components of the AHG troop
structure is that our troop meetings include all of our
members – girls 5-18. Yep, all of our troop members
meet together so that the older girls can mentor the
younger ones, and they can have social time singing,
praying, and participating in our flag ceremony
together. However, we do break into “units”, which
are specific groups per age level for age-appropriate
activities, leanings and devotionals. The ability to have
our entire troop together at every meeting is a special
aspect of AHG that everyone really enjoys.
Are you interested in learning more about our
awesome AHG troop? Would you like your daughter
to join a national organization where she can grow in
her faith, experience new learning opportunities and
make life-long friends? Come join us! We meet on
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at 6:15pm
in Peter’s Parish at RHLC. Come check us out, or
send us an email with any questions you might have
(cdarling@redhillschool.org). Our enrollment is open
year-round, and our meetings are end of August
through May. We hope to see you soon!

Explorer Ceremony

Project Linus blankets
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His Little Feet Children’s Choir
Returns to Red Hill Lutheran Church & School
By Donna Kunz
For the second year in a row,
Red Hill was blessed to have
His Little Feet International
Children’s Choir visit our
campus and grace our
Red Hill community with
two performances in the
Sanctuary. The performances
were held February 6th during
School Chapel, and again in
the evening.

Manny and Melinda
accompanied the entire HLF
group to the beach, where the
children were able to enjoy
the Orange County weather
and some fun in the sun.

Gary and Lis Fortner who
were a host family last year,
found the experience so
gratifying that they leapt at the
opportunity to host again this
The choir is comprised of
year. Gary and Lis welcomed
The
Children’s
Choir
enjoying
some
fun
in
the
sun.
a hand-selected group of
three children and one staff
children, ages 7-13 from India, Rwanda, Kenya and member to their home. Lis says that the children are
Haiti. The choir travels the United States being a so appreciative of their host families, and enjoy sharing
voice for orphaned and vulnerable children. Each live stories about their home countries and all of the states
performance event includes powerful testimonies from they have traveled through while on tour. Lis exclaims,
the children’s life experiences.
“These children have been to more states than I have!”
While in the United States, the children attend His Little
Feet’s Life Training
Academy where
they receive training
in English and their
native languages
in academics,
performing arts and
Melinda Olmedo and children enjoying life skills. At the end
story time
of the choir tour, all of
the children return to their home country where their
individual mental, physical, spirtitual and personal
needs are attended to, moving their lives in a positive
direction for the future.
We caught up with two Red Hill Church member
families who opened their homes and hearts to be host
families for His Little Feet children and staff members.
Manny and Melinda Olmedo, who have been very
involved with Every Child Has a Name orphan support
group, found hosting three boys and one staff member
very gratifying. Manny and Melinda said that the boys
immediately made themselves at home and were
very well mannered. The boys were curious about
the Olmedo’s family. The boys were fluent in English
so the Olemdo’s were able to communicate well and
share stories. They said that the time spent with
the children – three days – went by so quickly, and
in the end, the experience was so gratifying that the
Olmedo’s found themselves wanting the experience
to last longer!
redhillchurch.org

When asked what special arrangements were made
before welcoming the children into their home, Lis and
Gary said “prayer and a quick trip to Costco!” At an
orientation meeting, the group coordinator provides
a daily schedule for the children so host families are
aware of what meals should be planned and what
activities are suggested.
When asked if they would open their hearts and
home again if such an opportunity arises, Lis and
Gary say “Yes, 100%, yes! We would tell other Red
Hill members to absolutely say yes to this amazing
ministry. It is pretty easy to do, and you will be richly
blessed with an outpouring of love and gratitude.”
For more information about His Little Feet, go to www.
hislittlefeet.org.

The Olmedos hosted three boys and one staff member.
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Mother’s Day

M other’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood
that is observed in different forms throughout the
world, and Mother’s Day 2019 occurs on Sunday,
May 12 th , in the United States. The American
incarnation of Mother’s Day was created by Anna
Jarvis in 1908 and became an official U.S. holiday
in 1914. Jarvis would later denounce the holiday’s
commercialization and spent the latter part of
her life trying to remove it from the calendar.
While dates and celebrations vary, Mother ’s
Day traditionally involves presenting moms with
flowers, cards and other gifts.

History of Mother’s Day
Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be
traced back to the ancient Greeks and Romans, who
held festivals in honor of the mother goddesses
Rhea and Cybele, but the clearest modern
precedent for Mother’s Day is the early Christian
festival known as “Mothering Sunday.”
Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and
parts of Europe, this celebration fell on the fourth
Sunday in Lent and was originally seen as a time
when the faithful would return to their “mother
church”—the main church in the vicinity of their
home—for a special service.
Over time the Mothering
Sunday tradition shifted into
a more secular holiday, and
children would present their
mothers with flowers and
other tokens of appreciation.
This custom eventually faded
in popularity before merging
with the American Mother’s
Day in the 1930s and 1940s.

Mother’s Day 2019, History.com Editors,
History, https://www.history.com/topics/
holidays/mothers-day March 19, 2019, A
& E Television Network. Last updated,
February 5, 2019. Original published date
April 29, 2011.
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Memorial Day
On Monday, May 27th, we once again have the honor of observing
Memorial Day. Memorial Day, originally called Decoration
Day, is a day of solemn remembrance; remembering those who
have died protecting our Country and fighting for our freedoms.
On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a
speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants
decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate
soldiers buried there from the Civil War.
The freedoms that we enjoy in America (and often take for
granted), came at a great cost: the lives of dedicated men and
women who put their country before self, and the good of the Nation before comfort and ease. Many of our
own Red Hill family have immediate family members and friends who fought bravely and selflessly in our
Nation’s battles. On this Memorial Day, we thank God for them and pray for their families who also endured
great sacrifice.
Commenting on Memorial Day, theologian Ed Stetzer writes:
At times like this, I’m always struck by the teaching of Jesus where he said, “Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). And, yes, I immediately
connect that to Christ. In other words, on a day when we remember those who gave their lives I’m
drawn to dwell on the fact that Christ laid down his life. So, thank you soldiers-- past and present-for the freedoms you protect. And, thank you that because of those freedoms, we can tell the good
news of the gospel of the perfect one who laid down His life.

redhillchurch.org
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ŗsɠ®OsǣŸ¯Ǌs_ËÞĶĶĵȖǼÌsǋŘ
Caroline Elias
K-8 Enrichment Director
Caroline holds a Masters of Art Curriculum and Instruction from Concordia
University, Irvine. She earned her Bachelor’s of Science at the University of
Minnesota, St. Paul and earned her Associate of Arts Degree in Biblical Studies
at Lutheran Bible Institute in Anaheim. She is married to Berhane, and together they have three adult children. Caroline’s greatest joy is helping people understand their value and potential for a life glorifying God.

Marissa Fausett-Rosenau
Preschool Teacher
Marissa earned her Bachelor’s of Science and Early Childhood Certificate in
Elementary Education from Liberty University. She is a self proclaimed introvert, who likes to listen to podcasts while multi–tasking and is a minimalist
who enjoys cooking, writing and working out. Marissa is creative and loves animals. She is married to Mason.

Mark Rausch
Custodian
Mark joined our staff in November of 2018. He is a graduate of Mountain
View High School and has been a painter by trade for more than twenty years.
Mark brings much experience in general building and grounds maintenance repair. In his spare time, Mark is active in his church group activities. He also
volunteers for a non-profit, church-run thrift store.

Kaylee Smith
K-8 Support Staff
Kaylee is a graduate of Garden Grove High School and is currently attending
Cypress College and Golden West College, with plans to transfer to Cal State
Dominguez Hills this Spring. She was a preschool teacher for Calvary Chapel,
Garden Grove, and serves her church by volunteering in the nursery and toddler room. She is also a nanny for two families.

Page 46

The Vine

Beth Stoffregen
Children’s Ministry
Beth was born and raised in Illinois, and has lived in Southern California for the last 28 years. As a life-long Lutheran, Beth has been an active
church member her entire life. Beth has volunteered in many ministries
including Music Ministry, Contemporary Worship, Small Group Ministry, Women's Ministry, Cursillo and Children's Ministry. Beth is married
to Bill and they have two adult children.

Brandon Stoffregen
Audio/Visual Technician
Brandon is a graduate of Laguna Hills High School. He is the oldest
child of Beth and Bill. He is currently enrolled at Saddleback College,
studying Business Administration and Audio Technology. Brandon is also a licensed drone operator.

Dawn Wright
Substitute/K-8 Support Staff
Dawn is a graduate of National University, and Concordia University,
Irvine. She earned her B.A. in Liberal Arts, a Masters Degree in Education and a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential. Dawn is an enthusiastic
and energetic teacher as well as a coach. She has taught in the Tustin
District since 2000.

Jamie Wright
K-8 Support Staff
Jamie began working Support Staff in January 2019. She is the sister inlaw of Dawn. Her children attend Red Hill Lutheran School. Jamie is a
graduate of Santa Barbara Business School where she earned her Medical Assistance License. Jamie is married to Mike, a police officer with
Irvine Police Department. Their entire family are mega fans of Angels
Baseball.
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Palm Sunday
April 14th - 8:30am & 10:00am with the Procession of Palms

Maundy Thursday
April 18th - 12:00pm & 7:00pm with Holy Communion

Good Friday
April 19th - 12:00pm and & 7:00pm Tenebrae Services

Easter Sunday
April 21st
8:00am & 11:00am with Easter Brass
9:30am Contemporary Worship

Music For the Soul:
An Evening of Schubert & Haydn
April 28th at 4:00pm
Join our Orchestra, Chorus , Children’s Chorus and soloists as we perform two masterworks, Haydn’s St. Nicholas Mass and
Schubert’s Mirjam’s Siegesgesang. Our fabulous Children’s Chorus will
present songs, as well. Invite a friend! Admission is free.

13200 Red Hill Ave, Tustin, CA 92780 | redhillchurch.org | redhillschool.org | 714-544-3131
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