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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5

Dear Red Hill Family and Friends,

As we come to the end of another summer season, I hope you have had time to rest, renew, and reconnect 
with family and friends.  Of course, with the end of summer, a new season begins.  The autumn season 
brings back the regular routines of life: school schedules, work schedules, sports schedules and, ultimately, 
some cooler weather!

The month of September is also the beginning of our new ministry and fiscal year (September 2019 to 
August 2020).  As we wrap up our ministry plans and events from this past year (2018-2019), we are 
thankful to our Lord for all He has done in the lives of His people through this church and school.  On 
behalf of our staff and leadership, I want to thank you for your faithfulness, prayers and support of our 
church.  It is no cliché to say that we cannot do it without you!   As we continue to work towards making, 
and being, Christ-centered, emotionally healthy disciples, we need you!  We need your heart, your gifts, 
and your passion for Jesus and His church.   Never underestimate your part in making our church a true, 
community of faith!

In this edition of The Vine, you will read about the many ways that you can be involved in the life and 
ministries of Red Hill, growing in your faith and deepening personal relationships.  The autumn season is a 
perfect time to “reset;” to get back into (or continue) the rhythms of the spiritual life.  Our hope and prayer 
is that you find a true home at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, joining us in fulfilling Jesus’ Great 
Commission:

 …“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28.18-20)      

In Christ,

Pastor Seth  
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Welcome to Our “New Year!”
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

The theme for the 2019-2020 Ministry Year is:  
“Reach, Renew, Rejoice,” based on 1 Thessalonians 
5.16-18:
 “Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.”

This text succinctly reflects both the lifestyle of a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, as well as the ministries of the 
church which equips this discipleship lifestyle.   

Saint Paul wrote this first letter to the church in 
Thessalonica in or around 50-51 A.D.  Prompted by a 
report from Timothy (1 Thessalonians 3.6-7), Paul writes 
to the Thessalonians, addressing some critical issues 
and questions pursuant 
to living faithfully in 
an often hostile, Greco-
Roman environment.   
Some of these challenges 
and issues included:
 …encourag ing 
words as to the spiritual 
stamina of the Thessalonian 
converts in the face of 
severe opposition…an 
alarming report of efforts 
to  undermine Paul’s 
reputation…confusion 
and discouragement in 
regard to the return of 
the Lord and the part of the dead in it, and…areas 
of individual and community life that needed 
improvement.1

Paul’s overall purpose was to encourage the church in 
Thessalonica (as well as the church today), to remain 
faithful as God’s people in the midst of conflict, 
persecution, and struggle, trusting in the faithfulness 
of God.

Beginning with 1 Thessalonians 4, chapter 5 is located 
within the second major division of 1 Thessalonians.  
In chapters 1-3, Paul offers personal messages of 
commendation, as well as explanations of his and 
1  Robert L. Thomas. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Frank 
E.Gaebelein, Ed. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing, 1978).

the other missionaries’ purposes and desires for the 
church.  In chapters 4 and 5, Paul now gives practical 
instruction in matters of the faith and personal lives of 
the Thessalonians, pursuant to the truth of the Gospel.

In this context, we can understand 1 Thessalonians 
5.16-18 to be exhortations to engage and to put into 
practice the life of discipleship—to publicly exhibit 
one’s love for Jesus and the joy that comes from 
serving Jesus!  Again, these imperatives, Reach, 
Renew, Rejoice, reflect both the corporate and personal 
expressions of Christian discipleship.     

 Rejoicing, praying, and giving thanks…
were not exclusively personal spiritual experiences. 

They were just as much, 
if not more so, public 
expressions characteristic 
of the church assembled.  
As a result, distinctions 
between the internal 
and external practice of 
religion seems rather 
unlikely.2

As disc ip les  today, 
w e  n e e d  t h e  s a m e 
encouragement, the same 
exhortations to live our 
lives in such a way that 
publicly expresses our 

faith, hope, and love in an often antagonistic culture; 
a culture that seeks to suppress, even eliminate, 
Biblical faith and values from daily life.  Additionally, 
the everyday changes and challenges of life itself 
can threaten the hope, joy, and peace we have in 
Jesus Christ.  New Testament scholar F.F. Bruce, 
commenting on this text, reminds the church that the:  

 Christian life is to be lived in an atmosphere of 
continuous joy, prayer and thanksgiving. In the eyes of 
their neighbors, some early Christians had little enough 
ground for joy, especially when they were exposed 
to harassment and social ostracism because of their 
faith.  But they had inner resources which enabled 
2  D.M. Martin. 1, 2 Thessalonians (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publish-
ers, 1995).
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

them to rejoice not merely in spite of those afflictions 
but because of them, like the Jerusalem apostles who, 
after a judicial flogging, left the council chamber 
“rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
dishonor for the name” (Acts 5:41).  To “pray without 
ceasing” does not mean that every other activity must 
be dropped for the sake of prayer but that every activity 
must be carried on in a spirit of prayer which is the 
spontaneous outcome of a sense of God’s presence.  As 
for thanksgiving, that is the natural response of a heart 
conscious of the greatness of God’s grace…Members 
of such a fellowship will not be content to care for one 
another only; as the God whom they call Father is good 
to all, irrespective of their deserts, so must they be.3

At Red Hill Lutheran School, every student has multiple 
“Expected School-Wide Learning Results” (ESLR) 
that focus their study.  One ESLR is:  “Spiritually 
Guided,” which prepares students to develop a Biblical 
worldview and impact their world for Jesus Christ.  
Spiritually Guided students will: 

•	 Proclaim Jesus Christ as their Savior and the 
only way to heaven.

•	 Reflect God’s love to others.
•	 Apply Scriptural principles in everyday life.
•	 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic tenets 

of Christianity.

I submit this ESLR applies to all members of Red 
Hill—in all ages and life-stages!  The imperatives 
of 1 Thessalonians 5.16-18, summarized as, “Reach, 
Renew, Rejoice,” along with the ESLR goal of being 
Spiritually Guided, will focus our disciple-making 
plans and processes through this upcoming, ministry 
year.  Consequently, the purpose, mission, vision, 
strategy, as well as the desired outcomes of our 
ministries (targets), describes the culture and climate 
we seek to create as a disciple-making church that 
equips disciples to Reach, Renew, Rejoice.  

Purpose, Vision, Mission, Values, and Ministry 
Targets of Red Hill Lutheran Church
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School exists through 
the command, promises, and power of the Triune 
God.  In the Gospel of Matthew, we receive Jesus’ 
commission and promise:

3   F.F. Bruce. 1 and 2 Thessalonians (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998).

 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28.18-20)

In this “Great Commission,” Jesus both commands His 
church what to do and what to become; a community 
of growing disciples who, through word and lifestyle, 
encourages others to become disciples of Jesus.  A 
disciple is one called through the Gospel to be a 
student, an apprentice of Jesus.  At Red Hill, our 
working definition of a disciple is:

 “A person, who day by day surrenders to the 
divine call through Jesus, and through the Holy Spirit, 
is learning to live his or her life as Jesus would live it, 
for the purpose of loving God and one another.”  
As Lutheran Christians, we believe that God calls all 
Christians through the Gospel and continues to feed 
and equip His disciples through Word and Sacrament 
for faithful living.   In obedience to God’s Word, our 
purpose, vision, mission, core values, and ministry 
targets, inform and guide our disciple-making efforts:

Our Purpose (Why We Exist):   “Know Christ.  Make 
Christ known.”

Vision Statement (What We Aim to Achieve):  
“Making Christ Centered, Emotionally Healthy 
Disciples of Jesus, One life at a time.”

Mission Statement (How We Will Achieve Our 
Vision):  “Reach and serve our local community, Equip 
their hearts, minds, and souls, and Release them into 
the world to share God’s love.”

Core Values (Commitments that Guide Us)
Worship through Word and Sacrament – We 
believe the heart of the church’s ministry is the 
corporate Worship of the Triune God through 
Word and Sacrament.  Through the corporate 
Worship services, God meets us and serves us 
through His means of grace.  Our commitment 
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is to preach the Gospel in its purity and truth, 
and administer the Sacraments as prescribed by 
Scripture. (Deuteronomy 6.4-5; John 4.23-24) 

Biblically Faithful – We believe the Bible to be 
the inspired and inerrant Word of God and His 
Word is the basis for all we do. (John 8.31-32; 2 
Timothy 3.16)

Lutheran Theological Identity – We believe that 
the Lutheran Confessions, as explicated in the 
Book of Concord, are a pure exposition of the 
Word of God. As such, the Confessions ground us 
in the Gospel: “Grace alone, through faith alone, 
in Christ alone, revealed through Scripture alone, 
for the glory of God alone.” (John 10.27-30; Ro-
mans 3.21-26)

Christ Centered – We believe the church is called 
through the Gospel of God’s grace received 
through faith; we are saved and justified through 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  Everything 
we do must flow from our relationship with Jesus 
Christ. (Mark 1.14-15; Luke 9.23-25) 

Emotionally Healthy – We believe that spiritual 
maturity and emotional health are inseparable.  
Emotionally Healthy Discipleship (EHD) is a 
commitment to the whole person—body, mind, 
and soul, through every stage of life.  Emotional 
health involves our relationships with God and 
others, focusing on how our needs, vulnerabili-
ties, patterns of communication, and ways of un-
derstanding our emotions impact those relation-
ships.  Emotional Health flows from one’s identity 
in Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit 
transforming the deep places in the soul, where 
our true self, as created in the image of God, ex-
ists. (Matthew 5.21-48; Ephesians 2.11-22)   

Disciples – We believe a disciple is a “student,” an 
“apprentice,” of Jesus—we are learning how to 
live our lives as Jesus would live them.   We grow 
and deepen our discipleship through specific, 
spiritual disciplines (Worship, Bible Study, Biblical 
Community, Prayer, and Servanthood).  As we 
grow as disciples of Jesus (Christ-Centered), and 
experience the Spirit’s transforming power in our 
emotional lives (emotional health), we will be 
equipped to love God and others to the glory of 
God. (Matthew 28.19-20; Mark 12.28-31) 

Christian Maturity – We believe in fostering spiri-
tual growth through Worship, Bible study, Bibli-
cal Community, Prayer, and Servanthood/Evan-
gelism. (Acts 2.42-43; Philippians 2.12-13) 

Mission Driven – We believe in helping members 
achieve their highest potential to fulfill God’s 
calling to reach out boldly to others. (Matthew 
28.18-20; Matthew 25.31-46)

Accountability to God and Others – We believe 
that God blesses us with abundant spiritual and 
material gifts and out of love and gratitude, we 
use them effectively in service to Him and to each 
other. (Romans 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9 )

Ministry Targets (What We “Aim at” through Our 
Ministries)

Target 1: Vibrant Worship. A growing number 
of participants are personally engaged in relevant, 
Gospel centered, and uplifting Word and Sacra-
ment worship experiences, building a more inti-
mate relationship with God. 

Target 2: Enthusiastic Study of God’s Word.   
An expanding number of people who are fervent-
ly studying God’s Word (Bible Studies, Small 
Groups, Solitude and Silence, Student Ministries, 
Preschool, Day School, Sunday school, etc.) re-
sulting in a more vibrant faith life.  We seek to 
know:

 o What we believe 

 o Why we believe 

 o The implications of the above 

Target 3: Community Life. Support and meet 
the needs of those we serve in all stages of their 
lives through our school, small groups, classes, 
seminars, retreats, and the development of healthy 
relationships characterized by professionalism, 
openness, trust, and care. Likewise, we encour-
age the discovery and practice of our members’ 
God-given spiritual gifts, hearts, abilities, person-
alities, and experiences so that they may be active 
participants and leaders in our ministry and mis-
sion field. 
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Target 4: Congregational Care. The mutual care 
and support of those who are experiencing illness, 
crisis, grief, and life-transitions. This is accom-
plished through pastoral care, congregational 
care, small groups, and life development classes. 

Target 5: Mission and Service.  An ever-increas-
ing number of people are accepting our invitation 
to live a life of sharing the Gospel through mis-
sions, social concerns, and sharing the Jesus story 
(Evangelism and action). 

The Mission, Means, and Marks of Discipleship at 
Red Hill Lutheran Church
The Mission, Means, and Marks of Discipleship 
describes the process and outcomes of this disciple-
making task, by answering three specific questions:  
What is a disciple?  How are disciples made?  What 
does a disciple of Jesus look like in our particular 
community?  

The Mission of Making Disciples:  What is a 
Disciple?  
As Luther taught in his Small Catechism, the Christian 
life (discipleship) begins, continues, and ends through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, uniting believers to Jesus 
Christ.  Discipleship is a daily journey of learning, 
loving, and living with Jesus.  Consequently, at Red 
Hill, our definition of a disciple is:  

 “A person, who day by day surrenders to the 
divine call through Jesus, and through the Holy Spirit, 
is learning to live his or her life as Jesus would live it, 
for the purpose of loving God and one another.”  

Discipleship is a daily journey of being called to 
live in Christ, be equipped to live like Christ, and 
sent to live for Christ!  The Means and Marks of 
Discipleship describe the processes and outcomes of 
this discipleship, answering two specific questions:  
How disciples are made and what a disciple looks like 
in our particular community.  

The Means:  How Are Disciples Made?  The Per-
sonal and Corporate Strategies:  Spiritual Disci-
plines and The Pathway of Discipleship

The disciple-making purpose, vision, and mission of 
Red Hill is fulfilled through two, interrelated strategies:  
The Corporate and Personal.  

The Personal Strategy:  Spiritual Disciplines. 
In order for disciples to grow in faith and deepen 
their love for God and others, particular spiritual 
disciplines are necessary.  Disciples need disciplines!  
Biblically and historically, there are five, core, spiritual 
disciplines, or means, through which the Holy Spirit 
equips disciples, individually and corporately, to follow 
Jesus:  

Worship (Word and Sacrament)
Bible Study (Reading and Applying God’s Word)
Biblical Community (Emotionally healthy 
connecting with others in groups and daily life) 
Daily Prayer (Solitude and Silence)
Servanthood (Serving God and others at and 
beyond the church)

As individual disciples commit to, and engage these 
five spiritual disciplines, faith is developed, deepened, 
and practiced in the daily life of a disciple of Jesus.  
As individual disciples join together in a corporate, 
spiritual community, there is mutual encouragement, 
challenge, and support.  

The Corporate Strategy:  The Pathway of Disciple-
ship.
Corporately, the Pathway of Discipleship is a directed 
process through which disciples are encouraged to take 
“next steps” in their spiritual growth.  Each “step” on 
the Pathway involves one of the five, core Spiritual 
disciplines, as well as a core commitment within the 
respective “step” on the Pathway.  The Pathway of 
Discipleship at Red Hill involves:

•	 Connecting to Christ and his Church
•	 Growing in faith and love with others
•	 Serving the Church and the world
•	 Leading others to follow Christ

We’ve adapted and continue to use the baseball 
diamond as a visual of the corporate process.  The 
goal in baseball is not to get a runner on first, but to 
move them all the way around the diamond and cross 
home plate.  In the same way, our goal as a church 
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is not to make members (first base), but Christ-
Centered, emotionally healthy disciples (home plate).  
Importantly, all four “steps” in the corporate strategy 
revolve around the Worship of God (Magnification), 
which is the heart of the Christian life!

(The core class at each “base”/“step” provides Biblical 
and theological study related to that “base”/“step” and 
prepares disciples for the next “base”/“step” on the 
pathway)  Again:   

Class 101:  “New Member Class: 101” 
(Membership class) 
Class 201:  “Growing Deeper” 
(Understanding and practicing  

personal Spiritual Disciplines) 
Class 301:  “Finding My 
Fit” (Discovering spiritual 
gifts for ministry and 
Servanthood)               
Class 401:  
“Mission: 
Possible”              
(Finding a life 
mission).   

Of course, the goal of all of the 
personal and corporate strategies is life 
change:  Hearts, minds, and lives transformed 
by Jesus Christ!   

The Marks of Discipleship:  What Does a 
Disciple look like?

When Jesus was asked, “what is the most important 
commandant in Scripture?” (The Old Testament), 
His reply was:

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is 
this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God,  the Lord 
is one, 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ 31The second is this: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself,’ There is no command-
ment greater than these.” (Mark 12.29-31- Often  
referred to as “The Great Commandment”)

Additionally, Jesus said that if we belong to Him 
we will be known by our love (John 13.35); if we 
abide in Him we will “bear much fruit” (John 15.5; 
Galatians 5:22-23).  The mission of making disciples, 
who are equipped through the means of the personal 
and corporate strategies of discipleship, will result in 
lives that express distinctive “Marks” of Discipleship;4 
Biblical characteristics and attitudes that reflect a 
life that is committed to loving God and others.  A 
Christ-Centered, Emotionally Healthy Disciple will 

be characterized by:  
Love (In response to God’s love for me, I 

sacrificially and intentionally extend myself 
for another’s spiritual growth and well-

being).

Joy (Trusting in God’s grace 
and promises, I have inner 

contentment and purpose 
in spite of my 

circumstances).

Peace (I am 
free from anxiety 

because I am 
reconciled in Christ, find 

my identity in Christ, and seek 
healthy relationships with others).

Patience (I take time to prayerfully 
consider circumstances, seeking God’s 
direction, while integrating head and heart, 

under the unavoidable pressures of life).

Kindness/ Goodness (I choose to do the right 
things in my relationships with others).

Faithfulness (I trust in God’s faithfulness, seeking 
to honor God in words and deeds, particularly 
through establishing relationships where I can be 
relied upon).

Gentleness (I seek to be thoughtful, considerate, 
and calm in dealing with others, as God has dealt 
gently with me). 

Self-Control (I have the power, through Christ, to 
control myself).
Hope (I can engage and endure the struggles and 

4  See Appendix 3 for complete detail and scriptural foundations of 
the Marks of Discipleship.     
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challenges in my life because of the person, prom-
ises, and power of Jesus Christ).

Humility (I choose not to think less of myself but 
to think of myself less—I am teachable).

Our continuing goal will be that every Sermon, 
addendum Compass study, Bible class, and/or group, 
will seek to intentionally develop one or more of these 
“Marks of Discipleship.”  

Finally, as disciples who desire to “Reach, Renew, 
Rejoice,” publicly bearing witness to the hope we 
have in Christ, one primary way we can accomplish 
this is through relationships that are healthy, mutually 
satisfying, and seek to bring glory to God.  This is the 
purpose of our ongoing commitment to Emotionally 
Healthy Discipleship.  

Emotionally Healthy Discipleship (EHD).
A key belief of EHD is that “Emotional health and 
spiritual health are inseparable.  It is not possible to 
be spiritually mature while remaining emotionally 
immature.”5  EHD leads us to integrate our discipleship, 
our theologies, and our Biblical worldview with 
every aspect of our lives, particularly the everyday 
relationships common to all:  our families of origin, 
our nuclear family, our friendships, work relationships, 
and neighborhood.  Through EHD, we affirm that we 
are beloved children of God and that our identity is 
rooted in God’s love for us through Jesus Christ.  It is 
from this foundation that all of our other relationships 
flow, giving us the freedom and power to love others 
in ways that honor true personhood and recognize the 
divine image within all.  In EHD, we learn how to:

Rest in the grace and love of Jesus.  
Be honest and clear in our communications with 
one another.  
Resolve conflict in a Biblically healthy way.
“Fight fair.”
Affirm one’s limits and the limits of others.
Understand, celebrate, grieve, forgive, and be 
healed from, family of origin issues.

As I have said every year since we began this EHD 
journey, it is my continuing conviction (hope!) that 
if we are known to be a church and school where the 
5  Pete Scazzero. Emotionally Healthy Spirituality (Nashville: Integ-
rity Publishers, 2006).

deep issues of life are honestly and Biblically explored, 
and that people can learn how to relate in healthy, 
God-honoring ways, we will truly make a difference 
in people’s lives and in this community!  The graphic 
below illustrates the cumulative processes of “Making 
“Christ-centered, emotionally healthy disciples of 
Jesus:” 

2019-2020 Church-Wide Ministry Initiative(s)
Ministry Initiative 1:  Evangelism/Hospitality

“Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.”22And when he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from 
any, it is withheld.” (John 20.21-23)

In this text from John, we see that, just as Jesus was 
sent by the Father to redeem and reconcile the world, 
Jesus sends His church (disciples) into the world, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to bear witness to God’s 
redemptive and reconciling love through loving and 
serving others in Jesus’ name.  
Jesus is sending our church into this unique time and 
place to make an eternal impact in the lives of those 
we reach.  Our purpose, vision, and mission statements, 
reflect our commitment to be a church that moves 
people from “reaching… to …releasing” or from the 
“Community to the Commissioned.”  The following 
diagram illustrates this process, as well as the various 
“groups” that we will seek to reach and disciple this 
year: 

I will briefly describe each circle/group and how our 
disciple-making mission addresses each group, leading 
to the next steps/commitments on the Pathway of 
Discipleship: 
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Community:  Those who don’t yet attend our church/
school.  They may know about us.  They may have 
friends that attend.  But they’re not connected in any 
way to what we are doing.   

Crowd:  Those who typically attend a few times a 
year or visit long-term (Christmas and Easter).  While 
thinly connected to our church, they likely consider 
our church to be their church.

Congregation:  Those who attend more regularly.  
They Worship occasionally (one Sunday a month more/
less).  They may serve occasionally (for example, when 
we build houses in Mexico, and/or help with the school/
church events).  They may give sporadically.  Mostly, 
they are more frequent consumers of what we offer.  

Committed:  Those who have committed to 
membership and are significantly involved, actively 
serving in a ministry, regular givers, and Worship 
most Sundays (two to four Sundays).  They are more 
likely to be in a group/team rather than leading a group/
team.  They have moved out of the consumer role into 
a contributor role.  

Core:  Those who are leaders in our church, committed 
to spiritual maturity, often sacrificial givers, and are 
using their spiritual gifts and abilities serving in key 
roles on Boards, teams, and ministries at Red Hill.  

Commissioned:  Those disciples/members of our 
church who are committed to living and serving as 
disciples of Jesus through their daily lives (Doctrine 
of Vocation) and understand their lives as being 
“Missionaries” locally and/or globally. 

This year, our primary, ministry initiative is to bring 
new people into the life of Red Hill through a holistic, 
evangelism process.  By “holistic, I mean Biblical 
Evangelism that involves both an “outward” and 
“inward” strategy that works together to reach, equip, 
and release, Christ centered, emotionally healthy 
disciples into the community to love and serve.  

Outward Evangelism happens through a church-wide 
community that is committed to bringing new people 
into the life of the church, and is welcoming and 
hospitable to the un-churched.  Inward Evangelism is 

a commitment to equip, encourage, and send church 
members (disciples) into the community to love and 
serve in the name of Jesus through their day-to-day 
lives.  

Outward Evangelism:  “Treat, Greet, Seat, Meet”  
Again, healthy, Biblical Evangelism is both a corporate 
and personal practice.  Corporately, our goal will be 
to develop an inviting, caring, and hospitable faith 
community.  This will involve Sunday morning 
hospitality, greater outreach to Red Hill Lutheran 
School, and an ongoing development of the church 
website as the primary “first visit” for many seekers.  
Individually, we will encourage our members to invite 
others to church/events, particularly on special days 
when those who are un-churched are more open to 
attending.  As a church community, and as individual 
Christians in our day-to-day relationships, we will 
emphasize that we:

Treat…others (friends, strangers) as God’s image-
bearers...

Greet…those we do not recognize at church or 
other events with a smile and handshake…

Seat…help someone unfamiliar with Christianity 
or our church find a place to be…

Meet…help new people get connected into a group 
to develop healthy relationships… 

A treating, greeting, seating, and meeting evangelical 
hospitality, seeks to lead guests toward committing 
to church membership and greater involvement.  
Church membership is the next step from “seeking” to 
“staying.”  Integral to this Evangelism strategy will be 
a focus on the Biblical imperative and significance of 
committed church membership for personal, spiritual 
growth, as well as the communal health of our church.  
(See the “Baseball Diamond” Pathway of Discipleship 
and “Circles of Commitment” above).  
 
Inward Evangelism:  “Deeper Discipleship”
True, Biblical Evangelism is the consequence of 
growing disciples who are being transformed by the 
love and power of Jesus Christ, committed to loving 
others to the glory of God through their daily lives.  
One way we equip disciples to bear witness to others in 
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word and in action is through our commitment to deeper 
discipleship.   Rather than a superficial spirituality, a 
“dumbing down” of Biblical and theological truths, 
deeper discipleship seeks to engage the real truths, 
commitments, and questions of scripture, tradition, 
and theology, and how this engagement intersects 
with real life.  Deeper discipleship is the commitment 
to teach, equip, heal, and encourage our members so 
that they can live lives of integrity and hope, serving 
their neighbors in the name of Jesus.  

Our “deeper discipleship” emphasis will entail the 
continuing development of “Disciple U,” our educa-
tional ministry program at Red Hill.  The overall goal 
of “Disciple U” is to equip our members to… 

…in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Al-
ways be prepared to give an answer to every-
one who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have.  But do this with gentle-
ness and respect… (1 Peter 3:15) 

Programmatic Strategies to Strengthen Evangelism
“Invite Your One”
Invite Your One is an outreach that encourages church 
members to identify a person(s) they know and invite 
them to a “special day” in the church when the friend 
may be more open to attending church.  Surveys tell 
us that there are certain days when non-churched peo-
ple would be more open to attending a church and/
or Worship service when asked—Christmas Eve and 
Easter Sunday in that order.  And, most churches have 
other “big days” that reflect that unique congregation.  
For Red Hill, that could be:

“Fall Kick Off” (“Rally Day”)

Reformation Sunday/Oktoberfest

Confirmation Sunday

Palm Sunday

The plan would be to encourage our members to 
commit to asking one friend/family member this year 
to join them either on a special Sunday (Christmas 
Eve/Easter) or other “big day” that the church member 
considers a positive experience (Reformation Sunday, 

etc).  On that day, we would recognize our members 
and their guests.   

“Pray and Go”
Pray and Go is an ongoing strategy that both seeks 
to create a prayer-centered culture in the church, 
as well as means to offer our neighbors the hope of 
Jesus.  Members will be encouraged to walk their 
neighborhoods, stopping by a house or apartment, 
saying a short prayer for those in that house, and then 
leaving a church provided card that will say, “You are 
being prayed for by RHLC,” along with our contact 
information and invitation to Red Hill.  The concept 
is simply to pray for that neighbor.  If a conversation 
develops, great, but again, the primary goal is to let 
the neighbor know they are in our prayers and they are 
welcome at our church.

As we begin another ministry year, let us never forget 
that through all of the many programs and events we 
offer, our ministry is with and for, people; human 
hearts and lives transformed by the love and grace of 
Jesus!  In other words, we do not want to just provide 
“stuff” for people to do, but rather opportunities and 
spiritual disciplines that deepen their love for Jesus as 
well as their increasing understanding of Jesus’ love 
for them, in the midst of a broken and challenging 
world!  

Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension, 
followed by the day of Pentecost, transformed a once 
timid and fearful group of disciples into a community 
of disciples that boldly expressed their faith and love 
for Jesus, launching a worldwide movement that 
continues to this day!  The continued commitment 
of the staff and leadership of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School is to continue to be the Holy 
Spirit empowered “Lutheran branch” of this Jesus 
movement!         

I hope you have a blessed autumn season!

In Jesus’ love,
Pastor Seth  
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Fall Sermon Series
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“Christian” (September-October)
If you were to ask someone to define the word 
“Christian,” you might possibly get very different 
answers.  For some, a “Christian” is someone 
who goes to church on Sunday or was born into 
a Christian family; someone who believes Jesus 
existed and serves Jesus, or someone who doesn’t 
drink, smoke, or use profanity. 

Conversely, others understand a “Christian” to 
be someone who is “judgmental,” “bigoted,” or 
“close minded;” someone who believes they are 
going to heaven and everybody else is going to 
hell.  However, if you were to look at the words and 
stories in the New Testament, as well as other early 
Christian writings, a far different picture emerges.  In 
fact, the word “Christian” only appears three times in 
the Bible.  What does the Bible say a “Christian” is?

First-century believers did not call themselves 
Christians.  The word Christian began as a 
derogatory term used by outsiders to describe 
followers of Jesus.  Christians called themselves 
something far more daunting:  “disciples.”  A 
“disciple” is much more specific.  It means a learner, 
an apprentice, or a pupil.  A disciple learns and 
grows by obeying and imitating his or her master.  

Jesus said it very simply:  “As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another.  By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.”  (John 13:34–35)
  
The early church grew and expanded throughout the 
Roman Empire by living and relating in ways that 
transformed hearts, minds, and lifestyles through 
God’s power and love, reflected through the lives 
of ordinary men and women who knew they were 
unconditionally loved by God and consequently, 
desired to express that love to others—in word and 
deed!  

When Christians live like disciples, outsiders look 
at their communities with wonder:  “Look at the way 
they love.  Look how they honor women, children, 
the elderly, and the sick.  Look how they respond 
to persecution—it’s like they don’t even fear death.”  
That kind of love has the power to change your 
heart, your relationships, your community, and even 
the world.  This is what it means to be a disciple.

In this series, we will examine the nature of Christian 
discipleship and Jesus’ call to His followers to build 
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communities of world-changing love.  The challenge 
to the church today is this:  Will we be content just 
being a generic Christian, or are we going to be 
disciples?  During this series, we will examine:

September 1st:  “Humility.” 
September 8th:  “Who Are We?” 
September 15th:  “Don’t Quit.”   
September 22nd:  “Inside, Outside.”
September 29th:  “Showing Up.”  
October 6th:  “Grace and Truth”  
October 13th:   “All in the Family.”
October 20th:  “Loopholes.”  
October 27th (Reformation Sunday): “Working it 

Out.”  

“Scandalous Love”  (November)

One of the most profound statements in Scripture 
is given in 1 John 4:
 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him. (1 John 4.7-9)

God is love!  While modern believers may be use 
to this concept and understanding, in the ancient 
world the idea of a “god” (Let alone, THE God) 
characterized as love, would be met with incredulity, 
even outright mockery.   The “gods” (plural-the 
ancient Near East was a Polytheistic culture) 
believed that if the gods had any emotions at all, it 
was apathy at best and hostility at worst.

Often in Jesus’ public ministry, the religious 
establishment, as well as the cultural elite of Jesus’ 
time, was “scandalized” by Jesus’ words and 
actions.  The Oxford Dictionary defines “scandalous” 
as something or someone “Causing general public 

outrage by a perceived offense against morality or 
law.”1  Commenting on 1 John 4.8, theologian and 
author Greg Boyd writes:

What we learn about God from Jesus (the 
incarnat ion of  God) is  that  God is  love. 
“Scandalous” love.  Jesus was scandalous to 
the Greeks because they expected God to be 
supremely rational, transcendent, powerful, 
distant and free from emotions.  Jesus clearly 
was not what they expected.  Jesus was 
scandalous to the Jews because he didn’t fulfill 
their expectations that their messiah would 
free them from oppression by the Romans 
and establ ish them as their  own nat ion.2 
 
The love of God in Christ is still “scandalous.”  The 
core message of Christianity, the Gospel (Literally, 
“A good report”) is that the One, true God came into 
this world in love through Jesus Christ, to redeem 
and reconcile a fallen world.  This divine love also 
empowers God’s people to live in love; love for 
God as well as love for others!  Very often, God’s 
people demonstrate their love for God and others 
in ways that “scandalize” this culture.  Again, John 
the Apostle makes this clear:

By this we know that we love the children 
of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3 For this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments. 
A n d  h i s  c o m m a n d m e n t s  a r e  n o t 
burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been 
born of God overcomes the world. And this is 
the victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith. (1 John 5.2-4)

The purpose of this series will be to examine the 
Biblical and theological understandings of God’s 
love for us and how this love transforms our hearts 
and minds, empowering us to be people who truly 
love God and others.  This series will also serve 
as the annual stewardship emphasis at Red Hill, 
encouraging our members to participate in the 
church’s mission to be a community of love, through 
a commitment of self, time, and finances. 

1  www.oxforddictionary.com 
2  Greg Boyd. www.woodlinhillschurch.org 
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November 3rd  (All Saints Sunday):  “God is 
Love.”

November 10th (Veterans Day Weekend): 
“Mutual Love.”  

November 17th:  “Giving Love.” 

November 24th (Christ the King Sunday):  
“Empowering Love.”    

November 27th (Thanksgiving Eve): “Thankful 
Love.” 

“Christmas through the Eyes Of…” (December)

The Advent season calls us to prepare our hearts 
and minds to celebrate the coming of Jesus into our 
lives.  The season of Advent looks both backward 
and forward to Jesus’ coming.  As Christians, 
we believe that Jesus will one day come into this 
world again as King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
(His “second advent”).  And, we affirm this truth 
because He came into our world once before, “born 
of the Virgin Mary and was made man;” the story of 
Christmas!  Advent gives us precious time to truly 
ponder what Jesus’ coming into our world meant and 
means.  Commenting on Jesus’ first 
coming, Christmas, Biblical scholar 
and author, Scott Hahn writes:

What could be more familiar 
than the Christmas story—
and yet what could be more 
extraordinary? The cast of 
characters is strange and exotic: 
shepherds and magicians, an 
emperor and a despot, angels, 
and a baby who is Almighty God.  
Yet, the strangeness of it all 
calls for an explanation, one that 
makes the familiar fresh again.3

3 Scott Hahn. Joy to the World: How Christ’s Coming Changed 
Everything and Still Does (New York: Crown Publishing, 2014).

In this Advent and Christmas series, we will explore 
some of the people and places found in the familiar 
story of Jesus’ birth.  We will see through their 
“eyes” how the birth of Jesus was the beginning of 
a divine revolution, the Kingdom of God “invading” 
the kingdoms of this world.  Jesus has come to be 
the “light that shines in the darkness” which the 
darkness cannot overcome!  The baby lying in a 
wooden manger, will soon hang from a wooden 
cross, the paradoxical victory in this divine revolution 
against sin, death, and the powers of hell!    

As disciples of Jesus, we live and love in-between 
the two Advents of Jesus Christ; celebrating His birth 
while waiting in hope and joy for the day when Jesus 
“will come again to judge the living and the dead.”       

December 1st (Advent 1):  “Bethlehem.”   

December 8th (Advent 2):   “Mary.”

December 15th (Advent 3):  “Joseph.” 

December 22nd (Advent 4):  “The Angels.”   

December 24th (Christmas Eve):  “The Time Has 
Come.”  

December 25th (Christmas Day): “Ending at the 
Beginning.”  

December 29th: “Faithful to the End.”   

Bring your Bibles and be ready for God to fill 
your heart and mind through His Word and Holy 
Sacraments—transforming your soul!

2018 Christmas Eve service at Red Hill



redhillchurch.org Page 15

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
“I Believe.’  A Study of the Ancient Creeds.”

Wednesdays, 7:15am to 8:00am 
Prayer Chapel

Teacher: Pastor Seth

In the early decades of Christianity, the Church 
grew at a rapid pace.  As the church grew and 
attracted converts from all over the ancient world, 
many brought their former beliefs with them into this 
new and emerging religious movement, ultimately 
to be named, Christianity.  Could a convert believe 
in their former religion and Christianity?  Likewise, 
Christianity existed in a culture that was very 
religious.  The question was not, “Do you believe 
in God?”  The question was, “Which God do you 
believe in?”  Consequently, what did it mean to 
believe as a Christian? 

In response to these and other questions, Christianity 
needed a rule of faith, a summary of what was 
considered orthodox (“right-belief”) Christian 
teaching in a culture of heterodoxy (“different 
beliefs”).  This was (and is) the purpose of the 
ancient Creeds:  to define the essentials of Christian 
belief and practice.  What does it mean to believe as 
a Christian?  The Creeds articulate the essentials 
of right belief.

The Creeds continue to serve an important role 
in our present day Christian life and culture.  The 
present cultural context is not much different from 
the First-Century world—a proliferation of beliefs, 
a denial of absolute truth, and a desire to collapse 
all beliefs under the phrase: “It doesn’t matter what 
you believe, just as long as you are sincere and you 
don’t impose your truth on me!”

On Wednesday morning’s, we will study the ancient 
Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, still used today in 
the Church.  What do the Creeds say?  Why do we 
have the Creeds?  Do the ancient Creeds still have 
a place in Christianity today?  We will explore the 
Biblical and historical basis of the Creeds.  

Other issues to be explored include:

*The Case for Orthodoxy vs. Heterodoxy.

*The Historic Context of the Creeds; Why we 
have them.

*The Need for Right Thinking in the Church. 

*The Content of the Creeds: What Do We 
Mean When We Confess the Creeds?

Bring your Bibles and join us for this important study. 

Russian icon representing the Nicene Creed, 7th century
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“Welcome to Our Church!”  On Biblical Hospitality
Submitted By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As I mentioned in the lead article, this year, one 
of our ministry initiatives will be Evangelism.  
One aspect of Evangelism is creating an inviting, 
hospitable atmosphere in our church, particularly on 
Sunday mornings.  As we consider what it means 
to be a hospitable community, I thought I would 
again share the following article with you from last 
year.  The author, Greg Atkinson, writes from the 
perspective of a guest to a local church.   Atkinson 
writes:

I’ve found there are some reasons that I will 
tell a church I would not return for a second 
visit, and some may be news to you.  Whether 
I’m working with a church plant of 60 people 
or a mega church of over 15,000, some 
things are universal and should be present 
regardless of church size….

1. The Front Door
Before a guest ever steps foot on your 
church’s physical campus, he or she has 
probably already checked out your church 
website.  What every church should have 
clearly visible on their homepage is a section 
or button for first-time guests.  Once clicked 
on, this should take you to a page that 
addresses FAQs, service times, directions, 
parking instructions (is there a side of the 
building that is better to park on if one has 
kids?), what to expect (upbeat music and 
relevant, practical, biblical preaching in a 
come as you are atmosphere, etc.), what to 
wear (are jeans OK? are shorts OK?), and 
encouragement for them to be sure to stop 
by Guest Central or your church’s Information 
Booth to pick up a first-time guest packet.

2. What Stinks?
I t ’ s  impor tant  that  no church ever 
underestimates the sense of smell...Mold is 
a bad smell.  Coffee is a good smell.  Bleach 
is a bad smell.  Citrus is a good smell.  Many 
churches have restrooms that are disgusting 
and smell bad.  This lack of attention to detail 
can be costly and discourage many from ever 
returning.

3. Park Here
…Every growing church should have is 
someone who is constantly watching is 
parking…Visitor Parking is so crucial.  If it’s 
difficult for newcomers to go to your church, 
they won’t go…Of course, some want to go 
unnoticed and will choose to park in regular 
parking (a minority), but for the rest of 
newcomers, they are appreciative for a close 
parking space; it’s a kind gesture in an already 
intimidating and nerve-racking experience of 
attending a church for the first time, especially 
a large one with a huge campus.

4. This Way, Parents
One way to assure guests will not return is to 
have a confusing, long or hard to find process 
for getting their kids registered and in the 
right classroom.  Wise churches have signs 
for first-time guest kids’ check-in and make 
the process quick and painless.  Regular 
attendees may know to go up to the check-in 
kiosk and enter their phone number or swipe 
their card, but guests will be clueless and need 
a manned station that is clearly marked for 
guests with a volunteer to walk them through 
the registration.  Then have that person or 
another helper walk you to your kid’s class, 
explaining what will be going on and how to go 
about picking their kids back up…Signage for 
the kids check-in should start in the entryway 
of the guest parking.  Do not assume people 
know where to go once they enter the building.

5. Give It Away
Something subtle but powerful is a church that 
has a generous spirit…If you want to bless 
people and create a generous spirit throughout 
your church, give away free coffee and 
message CDs (and other surprises throughout 
the year).

6. Security Counts
One issue that is huge to a secret shopper 
and visiting families is security.  If a parent is 
worried about their child’s safety, they will not 
enjoy the service and will likely not return.  A 
children’s classroom must be clean, safe and 
secure.  Security also includes the check-out 
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process.  If anyone can walk into 
a classroom and pick up a kid, 
you’re asking for trouble and will 
turn off potential newcomers.  
It’s important that your kids’ 
volunteers are trained well and 
know to ask for the parent’s 
[information]…when picking up 
their kids.

7. The Visible Pastor
Accessibility of the senior pastor 
is another subtle and powerful 
statement of a church.  Even 
pastors of the largest churches 
in America make an intentional 
and strategic effort to be seen, 
greeted and hugged after a 
service.  They may have a 
bodyguard present for security 
reasons, but they are available 
and willing to pray with people 
that need to speak to their 
pastor.  Some churches have a 
designated “Guest Central”…
Some have a “Meet  and 
Greet”…Some pastors stand 
down at the altar and meet and 
pray with people… 

8. Finish Strong
It’s simply not enough for 
greeters and parking lot 
attendants to say “Hello” or 
“Welcome” when one walks 
into their church.  To go to 
another level, have your first 
impressions team stationed at 
their posts when the service 
ends to say “Goodbye” or 
“Have a nice week.”  This goes a long way to wrapping a bow around the 
entire morning experience and will send them off with a lasting positive 
impression….Do these eight things and you’ll see a greater return and 
higher percentage of second- and third-time guests.
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Martin Luther and 
the 95 theses
Born in Eisleben, Germany, in 1483, Martin Luther 
went on to become one of Western history’s most 
significant figures. Luther spent his early years 
in relative anonymity as a monk and scholar. But 
in 1517 Luther penned a document attacking 
the Catholic Church’s corrupt practice of selling 
“indulgences” to absolve sin. His “95 Theses,” which 
propounded two central beliefs—that the Bible is 
the central religious authority and that humans may 
reach salvation only by their faith and not by their 
deeds—was to spark the Protestant Reformation. 
Although these ideas had been advanced before, 
Martin Luther codified them at a moment in history 
ripe for religious reformation. The Catholic Church 
was ever after divided, and the Protestantism that 
soon emerged was shaped by Luther’s ideas. His 
writings changed the course of religious and cultural 
history in the West.

Early Life
Martin Luther (1483–1546) was born in Eisleben, 
Saxony (now Germany), part of the Holy Roman 
Empire, to parents Hans and Margaretta. Luther’s 
father was a prosperous businessman, and when 
Luther was young, his father moved the family of 10 
to Mansfeld. At age five, Luther began his education 
at a local school where he learned reading, writing 
and Latin. At 13, Luther began to attend a school run 
by the Brethren of the Common Life in Magdeburg. 
The Brethren’s teachings focused on personal piety, 
and while there Luther developed an early interest 
in monastic life.

Did you know? Legend says Martin Luther was 
inspired to launch the Protestant Reformation while 
seated comfortably on the chamber pot. That cannot 
be confirmed, but in 2004 archeologists discovered 
Luther’s lavatory, which was remarkably modern 
for its day, featuring a heated-floor system and a 
primitive drain.

Martin Luther Enters the Monastery
But Hans Luther had other plans for young 
Martin—he wanted him to become a lawyer—so 
he withdrew him from the school in Magdeburg 
and sent him to new school in Eisenach. Then, in 
1501, Luther enrolled at the University of Erfurt, 

the premiere university in Germany at the time. 
There, he studied the typical curriculum of the day: 
arithmetic, astronomy, geometry and philosophy 
and he attained a Master’s degree from the school 
in 1505. In July of that year, Luther got caught in 
a violent thunderstorm, in which a bolt of lightning 
nearly struck him down. He considered the incident 
a sign from God and vowed to become a monk if 
he survived the storm. The storm subsided, Luther 
emerged unscathed and, true to his promise, Luther 
turned his back on his study of the law days later on 
July 17, 1505. Instead, he entered an Augustinian 
monastery.

Luther began to live the spartan and rigorous life of 
a monk but did not abandon his studies. Between 
1507 and 1510, Luther studied at the University 
of Erfurt and at a university in Wittenberg. In 
1510–1511, he took a break from his education to 
serve as a representative in Rome for the German 
Augustinian monasteries. In 1512, Luther received 
his doctorate and became a professor of biblical 
studies. Over the next five years Luther’s continuing 
theological studies would lead him to insights that 
would have implications for Christian thought for 
centuries to come.

Martin Luther Questions the Catholic Church
In early 16th-century Europe, some theologians and 
scholars were beginning to question the teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church. It was also around this 
time that translations of original texts—namely, the 
Bible and the writings of the early church philosopher 
Augustine—became more widely available.

Augustine (340–430) had emphasized the primacy 
of the Bible rather than Church officials as the 
ultimate religious authority. He also believed that 
humans could not reach salvation by their own 
acts, but that only God could bestow salvation by 
his divine grace. In the Middle Ages the Catholic 
Church taught that salvation was possible through 
“good works,” or works of righteousness, that 
pleased God. Luther came to share Augustine’s two 
central beliefs, which would later form the basis of 
Protestantism.

Meanwhile, the Catholic Church’s practice of 
granting “indulgences” to provide absolution to 
sinners became increasingly corrupt. Indulgence-
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selling had been banned in Germany, but the 
practice continued unabated. In 1517, a friar named 
Johann Tetzel began to sell indulgences in Germany 
to raise funds to renovate St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome.

The 95 Theses
Committed to the idea that salvation could be 
reached through faith and by divine grace only, 
Luther vigorously objected to the corrupt practice of 
selling indulgences. Acting on this belief, he wrote 
the “Disputation on the 
Power and Efficacy of 
Indulgences,” also known 
as “The 95 Theses,” a 
l ist of questions and 
propositions for debate. 
Popular  legend has 
it that on October 31, 
1517 Luther defiantly 
nailed a copy of his 95 
Theses to the door of 
the Wittenberg Castle 
church. The reality was 
probably not so dramatic; 
Luther more likely hung 
the document on the door 
of the church matter-
of-factly to announce 
the ensuing academic 
discussion around it that 
he was organizing.

The 95 Theses, which 
would later  become 
the foundation of the 
Protestant Reformation, 
w e r e  w r i t t e n  i n  a 
remarkab l y  humb le 
and academic tone, 
questioning rather than 
accusing. The overall 
thrust of the document was nonetheless quite 
provocative. The first two of the theses contained 
Luther’s central idea, that God intended believers 
to seek repentance and that faith alone, and not 
deeds, would lead to salvation. The other 93 theses, 
a number of them directly criticizing the practice of 
indulgences, supported these first two.

In addition to his criticisms of indulgences, Luther 
also reflected popular sentiment about the “St. 
Peter’s scandal” in the 95 Theses:

Why does not the pope, whose wealth today is 
greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build 
the basilica of St. Peter with his own money rather 
than with the money of poor believers?

The 95 Theses were quickly distributed throughout 
Germany and then made their way to Rome. 

In 1518, Luther was 
summoned to Augsburg, 
a  c i t y  i n  s o u t h e r n 
Germany, to defend 
his opinions before an 
imperial diet (assembly). 
A debate lasting three 
days between Luther 
and Cardinal Thomas 
Cajetan produced no 
agreement .  Cajetan 
defended the church’s 
use of  indulgences, 
but Luther refused to 
recant and returned to 
Wittenberg.

Luther the Heretic
On November 9, 1518 
the pope condemned 
Luther ’s wr i t ings as 
conf l i c t ing  w i th  the 
teachings of the Church. 
One year later a series 
of commissions were 
convened to examine 
Luther’s teachings. The 
first papal commission 
f o u n d  t h e m  t o  b e 
heretical, but the second 
m e r e l y  s t a t e d  t h a t 

Luther’s writings were “scandalous and offensive 
to pious ears.” Finally, in July 1520 Pope Leo X 
issued a papal bull (public decree) that concluded 
that Luther’s propositions were heretical and gave 
Luther 120 days to recant in Rome. Luther refused 
to recant, and on January 3, 1521 Pope Leo 
excommunicated Martin Luther from the Catholic 
Church.

Martin Luther monument on the Wittenburg Market Square
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On April 17, 1521 Luther appeared before the Diet 
of Worms in Germany. Refusing again to recant, 
Luther concluded his testimony with the defiant 
statement: “Here I stand. God help me. I can do 
no other.” On May 25, the Holy Roman emperor 
Charles V signed an edict against Luther, ordering 
his writings to be burned. Luther hid in the town of 
Eisenach for the next year, where he began work 
on one of his major life projects, the translation of 
the New Testament into German, which took him 
10 years to complete.

Martin Luther’s Later Years
Luther returned to Wittenberg in 1521, where the 
reform movement initiated by his writings had 
grown beyond his influence. It was no longer a 
purely theological cause; it had become political. 
Other leaders stepped up to lead the reform, and 
concurrently, the rebellion known as the Peasants’ 
War was making its way across Germany.

Luther had previously written against the Church’s 
adherence to clerical celibacy, and in 1525 he 
married Katherine of Bora, a former nun. They had 
five children. Although Luther’s early writings had 
sparked the Reformation, he was hardly involved in 
it during his later years. At the end of his life, Luther 
turned strident in his views, and pronounced the 
pope the Antichrist, advocated for the expulsion 
of Jews from the empire and condoned polygamy 
based on the practice of the patriarchs in the Old 
Testament.

Luther died on February 18, 1546.

Significance of Martin Luther’s Work
Martin Luther is one of the most influential figures 
in Western history. His writings were responsible 
for fractionalizing the Catholic Church and sparking 
the Protestant Reformation. His central teachings, 
that the Bible is the central source of religious 
authority and that salvation is reached through faith 
and not deeds, shaped the core of Protestantism. 
Although Luther was critical of the Catholic Church, 
he distanced himself from the radical successors 
who took up his mantle. Luther is remembered as 
a controversial figure, not only because his writings 
led to significant religious reform and division, but 
also because in later life he took on radical positions 

on other questions, including his pronouncements 
against Jews, which some have said may have 
portended German anti-Semitism; others dismiss 
them as just one man’s vitriol that did not gain 
a following. Some of Luther’s most significant 
contributions to theological history, however, such 
as his insistence that as the sole source of religious 
authority the Bible be translated and made available 
to everyone, were truly revolutionary in his day.

Martin Luther and the 95 Theses
History.com Editors
HISTORY
URL
/www.history.com/topics/reformation/martin-luther-and-the-95-theses
July 25, 2019
A&E Television Networks
Last Updated June 6, 2019
Original Published Date October 29, 2009
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The Protestant Reformation was the 16th-century 
religious, political, intellectual and cultural upheaval 
that splintered Catholic Europe, setting in place 
the structures and beliefs that would define the 
continent in the modern era. In northern and central 
Europe, reformers like Martin Luther, John Calvin 
and Henry VIII challenged papal authority and 
questioned the Catholic Church’s ability to define 
Christian practice. They argued for a religious and 
political redistribution of power into the hands of 
Bible- and pamphlet-reading pastors and princes. 
The disruption triggered wars, persecutions and 
the so-called Counter-Reformation, the Catholic 
Church’s delayed but forceful response to the 
Protestants.

Dating the Reformation
Historians usually date the start of the Protestant 
Reformation to the 1517 publication of Martin 
Luther’s “95 Theses.” Its ending can be placed 
anywhere from the 1555 Peace of Augsburg, 
which allowed for the coexistence of Catholicism 
and Lutheranism in Germany, to the 1648 Treaty 
of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years’ War. 
The key ideas of the Reformation—a call to purify 
the church and a belief that the Bible, not tradition, 
should be the sole source of spiritual authority—
were not themselves novel. However, Luther and 
the other reformers became the first to skillfully use 
the power of the printing press to give their ideas a 
wide audience.

Did you know? No reformer was more adept than 
Martin Luther at using the power of the press to 
spread his ideas. Between 1518 and 1525, Luther 
published more works than the next 17 most prolific 
reformers combined.

The Reformation: Germany and Lutheranism
Martin Luther (1483-1546) was an Augustinian 
monk and university lecturer in Wittenberg when 
he composed his “95 Theses,” which protested 
the pope’s sale of reprieves from penance, or 
indulgences. Although he had hoped to spur renewal 
from within the church, in 1521 he was summoned 
before the Diet of Worms and excommunicated. 

Sheltered by Friedrich, elector of Saxony, Luther 
translated the Bible into German and continued his 
output of vernacular pamphlets.

When German peasants, inspired in part by Luther’s 
empowering “priesthood of all believers,” revolted 
in 1524, Luther sided with Germany’s princes. By 
the Reformation’s end, Lutheranism had become 
the state religion throughout much of Germany, 
Scandinavia and the Baltics.

The Reformation: Switzerland and Calvinism
The Swiss Reformation began in 1519 with the 
sermons of Ulrich Zwingli, whose teachings largely 
paralleled Luther’s. In 1541 John Calvin, a French 
Protestant who had spent the previous decade 
in exile writing his “Institutes of the Christian 
Religion,” was invited to settle in Geneva and put his 
Reformed doctrine—which stressed God’s power 
and humanity’s predestined fate—into practice. The 
result was a theocratic regime of enforced, austere 
morality.

Calvin’s Geneva became a hotbed for Protestant 
exiles, and his doctrines quickly spread to Scotland, 
France, Transylvania and the Low Countries, where 
Dutch Calvinism became a religious and economic 
force for the next 400 years.

The Reformation: England and the “Middle Way”
In England, the Reformation began with Henry 
VIII’s quest for a male heir. When Pope Clement 
VII refused to annul Henry’s marriage to Catherine 
of Aragon so he could remarry, the English king 
declared in 1534 that he alone should be the 
final authority in matters relating to the English 
church. Henry dissolved England’s monasteries 
to confiscate their wealth and worked to place the 
Bible in the hands of the people. Beginning in 1536, 
every parish was required to have a copy.

After Henry’s death, England tilted toward Calvinist-
infused Protestantism during Edward VI’s six-year 
reign and then endured five years of reactionary 
Catholicism under Mary I. In 1559 Elizabeth I took 
the throne and, during her 44-year reign, cast 
the Church of England as a “middle way” between 
Calvinism and Catholicism, with vernacular worship 
and a revised Book of Common Prayer.

The 
Reformation
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The Counter-Reformation
The Catholic Church was slow to respond 
systematically to the theological and publicity 
innovations of Luther and the other reformers. The 
Council of Trent, which met off and on from 1545 
through 1563, articulated the Church’s answer to 
the problems that triggered the Reformation and to 
the reformers themselves.

The Catholic Church of the Counter-Reformation 
era grew more spiritual, more literate and more 
educated. New religious orders, notably the Jesuits, 
combined rigorous spirituality with a globally minded 
intellectualism, while mystics such as Teresa of 
Avila injected new passion into the older orders. 
Inquisitions, both in Spain and in Rome, were 
reorganized to fight the threat of Protestant heresy.

The Reformation’s Legacy
Along with the religious consequences of the 
Reformation and Counter-Reformation came deep 
and lasting political changes. Northern Europe’s 
new religious and political freedoms came at a great 
cost, with decades of rebellions, wars and bloody 
persecutions. The Thirty Years’ War alone may have 
cost Germany 40 percent of its population.

But the Reformation’s positive repercussions can 
be seen in the intellectual and cultural flourishing 
it inspired on all sides of the schism—in the 
strengthened universities of Europe, the Lutheran 
church music of J.S. Bach, the baroque altarpieces 
of Pieter Paul Rubens and even the capitalism of 
Dutch Calvinist merchants.

Article Title: The Reformation
Author History.com Editors
HISTORY
URL
https://www.history.com/topics/reformation/reformation
Access Date: July 25, 2019
A&E Television Networks
Last Updated: April 11, 2019
Original Published Date: December 2, 2009

Reformation Celebration
Sunday, October 27th

Join us for ONE service at 10am on Sunday, October 
27th as we celebrate the 502nd anniversary of the 
Reformation. This combined worship service will 
feature all of our music ministries: Chancel Choir, 
Jubilee Bells, Organ and trumpet, and our fabulous 
Praise Band!  

After the service, join us for a celebration of Martin 
Luther’s heritage by having a church-wide Oktoberfest 
party.  We’ll have all of the classic Oktoberfest faire: 
brauts, sauerkraut, potato salad, pickles, and beer (of 
the root, that is)!

Then join us at 4:00pm for a delightful performance 
of Johann Sebastian Bach’s “Coffee Cantata”, a 
whimsical look at the craze taht coffee caused in 
the early 18th century.  Featuring Marty Schaefer, 
baritone (the father), Rebecca Tomlinson, soprano 
(the daughter), and Todd Strange, tenor (narrator). 
Accompanied by a small string ensemble directed by 
Dr. Linda Brown.
Please note, there will be a reservation fee for the 
performance, so that we know how many attendees to 
count on. Prices are $5 for individual tickets or $30 to 
reserve an entire table.

Mark your calendars and invite your friends! This will 
be a great day to celebrate being a Lutheran at Red Hill!   
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Luther Seal 
By Pastor Joel Kelly

“My Compendium Theologiae”
[summary of theology]
One of the most recognizable and enduring symbols 
of the Lutheran Reformation is the seal that came to 
represent Luther’s theology. A version of this seal, 
also called Luther’s Rose, began to appear on the 
title page of Luther’s writings by the early 1520s as 
a symbol of authenticity of his authorship. There is 
a similar rose in the stained glass at the Augustinian 
Monastery in Erfurt where Luther was 
a monk that perhaps provided 
inspiration to Luther for his seal.

The final symbol was 
largely designed by 
Lazarus Spengler at 
the time of the Diet 
of Augsburg in 
1530. Spengler (a 
relative of our own 
Jerry Spangler), 
was an ardent 
supporter of Martin 
Luther and a leader 
of the Reformation 
in Nuremberg. After 
submitting his artwork to 
Luther for approval, Luther 
responded in a letter to Spengler on 
July 8, 1530. Here is how Luther himself 
explained its meaning:

Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to 
know whether my painted seal, which you sent to me, 
has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably and 
tell you my original thoughts and reason about why 
my seal is a symbol of my theology.

Black Cross and Red Heart
First, there is a black cross in a heart that remains 
its natural color. This is to remind me that it is faith 
in the Crucified One that saves us. Anyone who 
believes from the heart will be justified (Romans 
10:10). It is a black cross, which mortifies and 
causes pain, but it leaves the heart its natural color. 
It doesn’t destroy nature, that is to say, it does not 
kill us but keeps us alive, for the just shall live by 

faith in the Crucified One (Romans 1:17).

White Rose
The heart should stand in the 

middle of a white rose. This 
is to show that faith gives 
joy, comfort, and peace—it 
puts the believer into a 
white, joyous rose. Faith 
does not give peace and 
joy like the world gives 
(John 14:27). This is 
why the rose must be 
white, not red. White is 

the color of the spirits and 
angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; 

John 20:12).

Blue Background
This rose should stand in a sky-blue 

field, symbolizing that a joyful spirit and faith 
is a beginning of heavenly, future joy, which begins 
now, but is grasped in hope, not yet fully revealed.

Golden Ring
Around the field of blue is a golden ring to symbolize 
that blessedness in heaven lasts forever and has no 
end. Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, beyond all 
joy and better than any possessions, just as gold is 
the most valuable and precious metal.
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Why Do We Do That In Church?
The Church Calendar

By Marty Schaefer, Worship and Arts Director
“Believe, Teach, Confess”: Lutherans keep that the 
church year that has been used for hundreds and 
hundreds of years—tying us together in our way 
of worship with countless Christians of past and 
present. “We do not abolish the Mass, but religiously 
keep and defend it.”1

At Red Hill Lutheran Church, we follow a liturgical 
calendar for worship that effects what colors we 
present in our paraments, decorations, style of 
worship and the songs we sing.  The liturgical 
calendar is broken into a three year cycle, Year A, 
Year B, and Year C.  Each year has designated 
scripture assigned to each and every day of the 
year, and if strictly followed, is meant to present the 
life and ministry of Christ through the supporting 
Psalms and Old and New Testament readings that 
complement the appointed Gospel.

Over-arching the liturgical calendar is what we call 
“the church year.” And while we at Red Hill may not 
always observe the strict liturgical calendar and its 
readings, we do maintain the church year.

So, just what is the church year?  Well, no story is 
complete without understanding the order in which 
events took place. If the prince kisses the princess 
in chapter 1, but the evil spell which makes her fall 
asleep isn’t cast til chapter 5, the story just doesn’t 
make sense. 

Martin Luther maintained that the Church was a 
place where the true story of Jesus is the main 
event. It’s a story we do not want to get wrong, 
and that is why the Church uses the festivals and 
seasons of the year to teach the story of Christ.

The insightful but approachable introduction book, 
Lutheranism 101, lays it out like this:

JESUS TIME
Everybody loves Christmas—even cultures 
with no historic ties to Christianity have 
adopted silver bells, carols and gift-giving in 
late December. But Christmas is just the tip 
of the iceberg when it comes to the Church’s 
year—just one part of the story of Jesus to tell. 
The Church Year is divided into three parts: 
the Time of Christmas, the Time of Easter, 

1  Lutheranism 101; Concordia Publishing House, p. 227

and the Time of the Church. Each has its own 
piece to tell of the story of Jesus.

TIME of CHRISTMAS
The time of Christmas begins with Advent, 
which is [loosely] Latin for “He’s coming.” 
These four Sundays before Christmas are 
dedicated to preparing our hearts for the 
coming of Christ, teaching us to hope for the 
right things. At this time of year, the television 
commercials and newspaper advertisements 
are trying to convince us to hope for all the 
wrong things: more toys for kids and grown-
ups alike, more debt, more worry, more stuff, 
more discontent with what we already have. 
But if you wander into a Lutheran church during 
Advent, you will get a very different feel. Even 
the colors of the church (blue) say it is just not 
Christmas yet: we are taking out time and still 
getting ready.  Ready for what? Listen to the 
readings in Advent—we are waiting in hope for 
a King who will come and save us for our need 
to justify our lives with stuff.  While the world is 
running haphazardly, the Church is at peace, 
waiting in anticipation for the King of peace. 
That is why the Church still has plenty of energy 
for a celebration of Christmas that keeps going 
through Epiphany to the celebration of the 
Baptism of Jesus, His first miracles, and His 
glorious transfiguration.

TIME of EASTER
The Time of Christmas deals with who Jesus is: 
God in the flesh. Now the Church considers what 
Jesus came to do. This is the Time of Easter, 
which begins with the solemn rites of repentance 
on the first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday. 
This focus repentance becomes ever sharper 
as the forty days of Lent close in on Holy 
Week and the events remembered on 
Maundy Thursday (the day of the Last 
Supper and Jesus’ arrest), Good Friday 
(the day of His sacrifice on the cross), 
Holy Saturday (His rest in the tomb), and 
Easter Sunday—the day of Resurrection. 
While the world uses Easter as a convenient 
excuse for a day of springtime fun, for the 
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Church it is the center of the year and the 
pivot of history. Christ is risen from the dead! 
Death no longer has mastery over Him or 
His faithful! Death has been defeated, and 
we, too, shall rise with Christ on the last day! 
This is an event that is worth more than 
just one day’s celebration. So the Church 
celebrates Easter for fifty days, until the day 
of the Spirit’s coming to enliven the Church on 
Pentecost (Act 2), which ushers in the Time 
of the Church.

TIME of the CHURCH
All that Jesus did for our salvation would do 
us no good if that salvation were not delivered 
to us. That delivery of Jesus’ work is what 
happens in the Church. It began on Pentecost 
with Peter’s first sermon and the gathering of the 
people around the Word and Sacraments (Acts 
2:36-42), and it continues today. The readings 
and worship on the Sundays after Pentecost 
focus on our life in Christ, a life of continual 
growth in the fear and instruction of the Lord. 
And then…  back to the beginning, to Advent 
and another year of God’s grace. And so the 
Church goes on proclaiming Christ year after 
year in a story that is new with each telling.

Of course, if you have been a routine worshiper at 
Red Hill, you already knew most if not all of this.  
But it’s always a good idea to remind ourselves the 
reason for every season: Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who continues to live in us and through us, year 
after year!

Great Hymns to Highlight
For the Beauty oF the earth

For the beauty of the earth
For the beauty of the skies

For the love wich from our birth
Over and around us lies

Lord of all to thee we raise
This our joy ful hymn of praise

For the beauty of the hour
Of the day and of the night

Hill and vale And tree and flower
Sun and moon and stars of light...

For the joy of ear and eye. 
for the heart and mind’s delight,

For the mystic harmony
Linking sense to sound and sight...

For the joy of human love
Brother, sister, parent, child

Friends on earth And friends above
For a gentle Thoughts and mild...

Fot Thy church, that evermore
Lifteth holy hands above,

Offering up on every shore
Her pure sacrifice of love...

For Thyself, best Gift Divine!
To our race so freely given
Graces human and divine

Peace on earth, and joy in heaven...
-Follio Sanford Pierpoint (1835-1917)

Since Roman times, the town of Bath, on the banks of 
the Avon River in England, has been considered one of 
the most beautiful spots on the British Isles. Enclosed 

by an ampitheater of hills and blessed with warm 
springs, it has been both a pleasure resort and a health 

spa for the ailing.
Folliot Pierpoint was born in Bath but went away 

to attend Cambridge University, where he bacame a 
classical scholar and taught. But when he was twenty-
nine years old he returned to his hometown of Bath. 

The beauty of the countryside caused his heart to swell 
up with emotion and inspired this hymn. Each stanze 

thanks God for a different kind of beauty. In its original 
form it was a Communion hymn of eight stanzas. Each 
stanza concluded with the words “Christ our God, to 
thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise,” alluding to 

Hebrews 13:15.
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A Psalm’s Reflection
By Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Worship

To begin with, a giant “thank you” to all of you who 
turned in lyrics for our Psalms Sermon Series. It 
was a strenuous joy to engage your honest words, 
and try to appropriately express them in song. The 
band and I hope and pray we did them justice, while 
trusting they were a blessing to our community. 

About nine months ago I invited the 
congregation to submit lyrics, poems or ideas 
that reflected the Psalms selected for the sermon 
series that our pastors preached through during 
the summer of 2019. If you recall, each Psalm 
was connected to an emotional (human) reality 
(i.e. Peace, Fear, Anger, etc…). The pastors did 
a great job of appealing to us to bring our whole 
selves to God and our community for healing and 
companionship. This call, to bring our whole selves 
to the community in love, is risky business. You have 
to be vulnerable. A C.S. Lewis quote comes to mind: 

“To love at all is to be 
vulnerable. Love anything 
and your heart will be wrung 
and possibly broken. If you 
want to make sure of keeping 
it intact you must give it to 
no one, not even an animal. 
Wrap it carefully round with 
hobbies and little luxuries; 
avoid all entanglements. 
Lock it up safe in the casket 
or coffin of your selfishness. 
But in that casket, safe, dark, 
motionless, airless, it will 
change. It will not be broken; 
it will become unbreakable, 
impenetrable, irredeemable. To love 
is to be vulnerable.”

As I write this I am debating in my head 
whether to play the song I wrote connected to Anger 
for the Psalm’s series. Anger was the one emotion 
that no one turned in lyrics for. Anger for me was 
the easiest emotion to connect to – what does that 
tell you? One of the reasons that I am struggling 
as to whether to submit the song lyrics is because 
I don’t know who the anger is directed towards and 

I don’t really want to come to terms with what that 
may mean. Am I mad at myself and the choices 
I’ve made? Am I mad at God and the silence and 
disconnect I seem to experience from Him? Am I 
mad at my friends and family, who I seek to serve, 
but when treated like a servant by them, my pride 
swells up and I say and do unkind things? It’s tough 
to know where one thing ends and another begins. 
The one common thread through all of this though, 
is… me. 

So I sit here typing, feeling paralyzed to open 
myself up in this way. I don’t mind writing worship 
songs that put scripture to music, but to be honest 
with you about my deep feelings… Well, you can see 
my dilemma. But, I believe God calls us, his church, 
to love on another deeply. In Matthew 22:34-40 he 
calls us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
That’s hard. Many of you have shared yourselves 

in the lyrics you submitted. You 
opened up yourselves and wrestled 
through the texts. Thank you for 
that. This has been such a gift 
to me. David left us a psalter, a 
collection of songs and poems 
about the inward reality of his life 
at different times. God saw fit to 
pass it to us so that we could find 
strength and solidarity with spiritual 
predecessors. So that we could 
find the courage to reach out to 
one another and share our own 
realities. 

I’ve always been struck 
by the story of when Jesus, when 
facing his darkest hour, did not 
go it alone. He took some of the 

disciples with him and asked them to pray for him 
while he pleaded to the father to “pass this cup from 
me,” meaning his death. Jesus, who often seems so 
strong and impervious to anything and everything, 
calls out to his friends to be with him. He expresses 
his vulnerability. He prayerfully faces the road in 
front of him and in an act of obedience and joy, 
the author of Hebrews tells us, endures the cross. 
He did that in love. He did that in solidarity with his 
people. He did that so we could know the height, 
the depth, the length and breadth of the love of God. 
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Martin Luther said this about Baptism:  
Indeed if I had the matter under my control, 
I would not want God to speak to me from 
heaven or appear to me, but I would want—
and my daily prayers are directed to this 
end—that I might have the proper respect 
and true appreciation for the gift of Baptism.  

So true!  Baptism is the beginning of a life that 
is dedicated to Jesus and Jesus’ teachings and 
ways.  It is through Baptism that God comes to us 
and washes us, joining us to Jesus Christ and to 
Jesus’ church.  

Are you interested in Baptizing your child?  Are you 
interested in being Baptized yourself?  Perhaps you 
just have some questions about Christian Baptism; 
what it is and what it is about?  If you answered 
yes to any of these questions then you are invited 
to take the next steps for Baptism at Red Hill.  The 
next steps are:  

Contact Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, 
Donna Kunz, at the Church Office: 714-544-3131 
ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.org. 

You will be sent a Baptism packet that includes:

A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the Baptism 
process.

Two booklets: “Welcome to the Family” and “A 
Word to My Sponsor”

A Baptism registration form.

You are asked to read through these resources, 
and share them with your prospective sponsors.  
Complete the registration form and bring it with you 
when you meet with Pastor Seth.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

After reading the materials, contact Donna at the 
Church Office to schedule your appointment with 
Pastor Seth.   

During your meeting with the Pastor, he will provide 
an overview of Christian Baptism and the Service 
of Holy Baptism as administered in the Lutheran 
Church, as well as an opportunity to ask any 
questions you may have from the readings.  After 
this meeting, the Baptism will be scheduled during 
one of the two Sunday morning Worship services. 
(Sponsors are welcome to attend the meeting with 
Pastor Seth, but it is not mandatory).

If you have any questions, contact Donna Kunz or 
Pastor Seth in the church office.  May our Lord guide 
you in this significant step in your Christian life!
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Church Membership:  Connecting, Growing, Leading!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

“Why do I need to join a church?  If I attend, isn’t 
that enough?”  As a Pastor, I have been asked that 
question numerous times.  Of course, attending 
is great!  We love attenders!  You have heard me 
say many times, everyone is welcome at Red Hill, 
wherever they may be in their faith.  If someone is 
not ready to join the church as a member, that’s 
OK.  Our hope and prayer is that God brings people 
to Red Hill so that they can learn, love, laugh, 
and serve. And, at some point, it is healthy and 
necessary to prayerfully consider the next step:  
membership.

Why do we encourage church membership?  Is 
the word “membership” even in the Bible?  Not 
in the way we normally define the word.  The 
early church consisted of groups of believers 
committed to Jesus and one another even to the 
point of death!  This is the Biblical understanding 
of “membership.”   Pastor and author Ed Stetzer, 
commenting on the resistance of some Christians 
to church membership, writes: 

In the New Testament, people in churches are 
recognized as being in some sort of community.  
It’s just that the reality is how community is 
expressed in Scripture has fallen on hard 
times over the last couple of thousand years.  
Membership is often misunderstood, misapplied 
or not applied at all.

Why do we encourage church membership at Red 
Hill?  Church membership properly understood 
reflects commitment beyond ourselves.  Church 
membership is not an opportunity to say, “I’m a 
part of a club,” or now “I am due religious goods 
and services,’ rather, membership is a scriptural 
expression of covenant; a personal commitment to 
a particular community in order to grow in faith and 
serve our Lord and His people.  Additionally, we 
believe in church membership because:

Membership Reflects What the Church Is
One of the primary metaphors of the church in 
Scripture is the human “body.”  Just as a body 
cannot afford one of its “members” saying, “I 
don’t need this body,” neither can Jesus’ “body.”  
Again, quoting Stetzer, he believes that “too many 
churches or Christian gatherings look like piles of 
dismembered body parts, not a body knit together 

as God’s agent, his body, his kingdom, at work in 
the world.  To reject the value of membership is to 
deny what God has already established in fact.”

Membership is Biblical
The Scriptures speak a great deal about our 
need for spiritual authority (See Hebrews 13:7, 
13:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:10-12).  Unlike our 
culture that questions any type of authority, and 
views such authority as limiting our “freedom,” the 
New Testament sees true, Biblical authority as a 
primary means for our freedom.  The letters of Paul 
particularly, considered a believer’s incorporation 
into a local church community as indispensable to 
spiritual maturing and discipleship.  In fact, removing 
a person from “membership” in a local church family 
was Paul’s ultimate means of church discipline.

God has created us in such a way that we need the 
guidance and stability that only a larger community 
and the spiritual authority of leadership within a 
local church can provide.  This leads us to a third 
consideration:

Membership Serves as an Anchor of Stability
Being part of a church family and community 
will help you to remain faithful when bad times, 
fatigue, and/or disappointments come your way.  I 
will never forget what Rick Warren at Saddleback 
Church said during a conference I attended.  He 
said that someone once told him that they didn’t 
need a local church; that he was a member of the 
“spiritual, invisible church.”  Rick said, “Well, when 
you are sick, dying, or in need, then the spiritual and 
invisible church can come and meet your needs and 
visit you!”  Honest and true!  The issue of stability; 
not jumping from one church to another, is a critical 
discipleship issue.

Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church: “New Member Class: 101”
If you are not a member of a church, is God calling 
you to commit to a church family where you can 
grow, serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem 
and reconcile this world?  Or, maybe you are not a 
Christian?  Perhaps you have been searching and 
questioning and desiring to connect with God in your 
life?  The good news is God wants you!  

Contact the church office for more information.
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Disciple U
By Pastor Joel Kelly

We believe that one of our strengths as a community 
of faith is our commitment to “deeper discipleship.”  
Rather than a superficial spirituality, a “dumbing down” 
of Biblical and theological truths, deeper discipleship 
seeks to engage the real truths, commitments, and 
questions of scripture, tradition, and theology, and 
how this engagement intersects real life.  Deeper 
discipleship is the commitment to teach, equip, heal, 
and encourage our members so that they can live lives 
of integrity and hope, serving their neighbors in the 
name of Jesus.  
 In our relativistic culture, where the culture’s definition 
of tolerance is valued above truth, as disciples of 
Jesus, we must be grounded in God’s Word “so that 
we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are 
to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ.” (Ephesians 4.14-15)
This passage also tells us that the role of the pastors and 
teachers is “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12) 
These two ideas are interrelated. Your learning and 
growing in the Biblical truths found in Scripture aren’t 
just for your own maturity, but for the building up of 
the Body of Christ through ministry.
The program we have developed to train disciples who 
makes other disciples is called Disciple U.  Disciple U 
is an intentional, education-based program designed to 
help our members learn and grow in their faith through 
systematic study of the Bible, Theology, Spiritual 
Formation, and Leadership/Christian Living. Each 
of the core classes within the individual tracks will 
be offered on a rotating, regular basis. We will also 
emphasize a particular track on a rotating basis each 
ministry year.
This year, we will be offering classes within our Bible 
Track. This track will help members discover the 
overarching story of Scripture so that they can see how 
Christ is revealed from Genesis to Revelation. This 
track offers overview classes of each Biblical Era, as 
well as in-depth individual book studies. In addition, 
students will learn how we got the Bible and how to 
study the Bible for themselves. 

Classes offered within this track include:
Bible Basics. Beginner – No prerequisite
The Story of Scripture. Beginner/Intermediate – 
Recommend Bible Basics as a pre or co-requisite
Old Testament Theology for Christians. 
Intermediate – Recommend Bible Basics and 
Story of Scripture as pre or co-requisites.
Book Studies. Beginner/Intermediate – 
Recommend Bible Basics and Story of Scripture 
as pre or co-requisites.*

Bible Basics
Wednesday Nights, October 9, 2019 – November 13, 
2019
Beginner (No prerequisite)
This six-week class is designed to give the students an 
overview of Scripture, what the Bible is, how it was 
handed down to us, and how we should study it. This 
class is open to all people and serves as a suggested 
pre-requisite to all other classes in the Bible track. 

The Story of Scripture. 
Sunday Mornings, September 15, 2019 – May 24, 2020
Beginner/Intermediate
Recommend Bible Basics as a pre or co-requisite
The Story of Scripture is a 36-week overview of the 
whole Bible broken down into seven different eras:
 Era 1: Creation (5)
 Era 2: The Patriarchs (4)
 Era 3: Moses (5)
 Era 4: Israel (6)
 Era 5: After the Exile (5)
 Era 6: Jesus (6)
 Era 7: The Church (5)

Old Testament Theology for Christians
Wednesday Nights, January 8, 2020 – February 19, 
2020
Intermediate  (Recommend Bible Basics and Story of 
Scripture as pre or co-requisites)
This seven-week class will explore the theological 
understanding of the Old Testament that is consistently 
guided by what the ancient authors intended as they 
wrote within their cognitive environment, using John 
Walton’s book of the same title as the required text.
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Extend Yourself to the Vigor found in the Lord and Rejoice 
“All The Day Long” Psalm 89

By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community
What parts of yourself do you keep hidden?  Are 
you able to practice authenticity in your current 
relationships?

Five years ago, I sat listening to Pastor Seth as he 
cast the vison for our church and school to be a safe 
place for exploring our authentic selves, and to be 
able to learn, grow and connect with each other as 
members of God’s family,  Also, a place where we 
can be honest about our mistakes, our struggles 
and our failures, yet confident that we are loved and 
accepted.  I instantly felt the nudge, I had to be a 
part of helping to nurture that vision and see it grow.

The goal is to practice in “The Way” of Jesus so that 
we can share our assurance of love and belonging 
with others who may not know Christ.  

More and more the topic of connection continues 
to come up in everything I read.  Perhaps God 
has made me especially sensitive to the lack of 
connection in my own life, and it drives me to plan 
and create times and spaces that allow opportunity 
for people to reach out to each other.  Our culture 
tries to convince us that we can go it alone, 
independence and self-justification is all we need.  
I believe this is a ploy Satan uses to get us away 
from the security of the herd, in order to destroy 
us, or keep us from the joy Christ came to give us.

In her book, The Gifts of Imperfection, Brene Brown 
talks about how we as a culture don’t like to be 
uncomfortable, we want a nice list of “how-to’s” that 
we can live by in our busy lives which are seemingly 
already filled with too much stuff to do.  But, says 
Brene, “We don’t change, we don’t grow and we 
don’t move forward without the work.  If we really 
want to live a joyful, connected, and meaningful 
life, we must talk about things that get in the way.”

Many of the ministry items I come across focus 
on authentic and intentional community.  Placing 
value on connection, community, and telling our 
story – believing that when we intentionally meet 
with these in mind, we will be inspired to follow 
Jesus and fearlessly change the world.  Many are 
beginning to see the benefits and value of multi-
generational community connection so that tradition 
and wisdom from life experiences can be imparted 
from generation to generation.   Isn’t that exactly 

the model we see in the bible?  Jesus taught his 
disciples to be a support team for each other, so they 
would not be fooled by the lies they encountered 
in their world.  I believe He wants the same for 
us. Jesus said “seek God’s kingdom”....”do not be 
afraid, little flock, for your Father has gladly chosen 
to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:31-32)

Below is a quote I read from Michael Sullivant CEO 
of Life Model Works that I believe fits well with what 
I consider our goal to be here at Red Hill:.

“We are all designed for attaching to others. 
Some people have the capacity to attach with more 
people than others do. Most profoundly, we are 
designed to attach to our Creator, the Heavenly Father. 
In fact, when we dig into the core idea of saving 
faith (trust) in the New Testament, it can easily be 
understood and described as a relational attachment of 
love with the Person and Living Presence of Jesus. Dr. 
Jim Wilder, a neurotheologian with Life Model Works, 
has said that attachment is the strongest force in the 
human brain. As a result, we will attach, for good or 
ill, to someone or … even things ... if we are so put off 
by people from our life journey. And these attachments 
will significantly influence our brain chemistry and 
flow, our sense of self (identity) and the course of our 
daily life.  One of the keys to a flourishing human life 
is to rise above any unhealthy attachments we have 
suffered or made and eclipse the pain and hindrances 
they have caused by establishing healthy bonds of love 
with God and others ... especially with others who are 
likewise attached to Jesus.” 
So why is it so difficult to bridge the gap, and open 
ourselves to the opportunity for connection and 
learn this “presence”?  
I ask again, what parts of yourself do you keep 
hidden?  What prevents you from joining a small 
group where others will get to know your story?  I’d 
love to know.  Let me encourage you to be brave 
and confident in the knowledge that no matter what 
you’ve experienced, God can use it for His good!  
My hope is that you will trust in Him, and be brave 
and continue to reach out and seek others who can 
be your support team in your journey of faith and 
discipleship.  
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Congregational Care, Prayer and Share
One of the central goals and values of our church 
is the spiritual, emotional, and physical care of our 
congregation.  The purpose of the Congregational 
Care ministry at Red Hill is the way we fulfill this 
goal, providing spiritual care for those facing life’s 
challenges, as well as equipping our faith community 
to express mercy and care for one another.  

In times of crisis, grief, transition, and confusion, 
we believe and trust that God is with us and will 
never abandon us.  God works through His church, 
empowering us to be His hands and hearts that reach 
out to others.  The Pastors, staff and volunteers of our 
church, will offer appropriate care, prayer, and support 
for you through the difficult and painful moments of 
life.  Here are the ways that our church will care for 
you:

Pastoral Care Ministries
Often, difficult and painful times of life happen 
suddenly.  At other times, we may know in advance 
that a life-change or challenge is approaching.  You are 
encouraged to call the Church Office (Pastor) when:

You are anticipating or have experienced the 
death of someone near to you. 
You or someone in your family is sick, 
hospitalized, and/or will be having surgery  

       (Hospital/home visitations). 
Funerals and Memorials.
A child is born.  We can visit in order to 
welcome and bless this new life and gift from 
God! 
You are struggling with a significant decision 
about health care and faith. 
You lose a job, home, important relationship, 
and/or facing a significant transition in your 
life. 
You are deeply questioning your faith.
You need the Office of Private Confession 
and Holy Absolution.  This rite remains a 
part of the Lutheran tradition (See Luther’s 
Small Catechism).  Referred to as “Individual 
Confession and Absolution, a church member 
meets with the Pastor to offer personal 
confession and repentance, then hears the 
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word of Holy Absolution from the Scriptures.  
You are anticipating an upcoming Wedding 
and are interested in pre-marriage counseling.    
House Blessings.  In 1 Timothy 4.4-5, the 
Bible tells us that “For everything created 
by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected 
if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 for it is 
made holy by the word of God and prayer.”  
In the Lutheran Church, we have an “Order of 
Blessing for a Dwelling,” through which God 
is given thanks for His blessings and God’s 
blessings for the home are invoked. 

In addition to meeting with one of the Pastors to 
explore your situation and needs, we also have referrals 
to competent, Christian Counselors and other resources 
for longer-term counseling or spiritual direction. 

Contact:  Pastor Seth at sbritton@redhillchurch.org; 
714-544-3131 ext.110 or Donna Kunz, Executive 
Assistant to the Senior Pastor at 714-544-3131 etx.100 
or dkunz@redhillchurch.org.   

Deacon Ministry Team
At Red Hill, we desire to be a church that expresses 
mercy and care for others—inside and outside our 
church.  While every Christian is considered a priest 
(1 Peter 2.9) and is expected to offer mercy to their 
neighbor, historically the church has called, trained, 
and set-aside, certain leaders who have spiritual gifts 
of mercy.  In the New Testament, these leaders were 
known as Deacons, taken from the Greek word, 
diakonos, which means “servant.”  These servants, or 
Deacons, were charged with caring for the needs of 
the local church through acts of mercy and kindness.

At Red Hill, the responsibilities of the Deacon Team 
are:

Visitation of our members who are 
hospitalized and/or homebound; Bringing 
Holy Communion to those who are unable to 
attend weekly Worship at Red Hill.
Anointing with Holy Oil and praying with and 
for those who are in need of prayer for any 
reason.

Sitting with someone and talking about 
life issues and challenges such as losing 
a job, enduring a difficult relationship, or 
experiencing significant changes in one’s life.
Together with staff assistance, and church 
resources, helping church members with 
possible financial needs and concerns.

If you would like to serve as a Deacon, you are invited 
to join the Deacon Team on Sunday, September 8th, 
from 11:30am to 12:30pm in the Christian Life 
Center (CLC).  After the meeting, if you desire to 
move forward in this ministry, the next step will be a 
personal interview with Pastor Seth.  Upon successful 
completion of the interview, you will be installed as 
a Deacon.   

If you have any questions about Congregational 
Care, need a Deacon to connect with you, or would 
like to serve in this ministry you can contact:  Pastor 
Seth Britton at 714-544-3131 ext.110/sbritton@
redhillchurch.org, or Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant 
to the Senior Pastor at 714-544-3131 etx.100/dkunz@
redhillchurch.org.   

Red Hill Care Counsel Team
When a quality of life or life threatening medical 
diagnosis is received, many of us are traumatized by 
two emotions:  fear and denial.   At Red Hill, we have 
a team of knowledgeable and compassionate people 
to help empower our church members to make more 
informed decisions as consumers of medical care.  

By asking the Red Hill Care Counsel Team for 
assistance with sorting out issues, we can advise you 
as to how you may gain insight into maximizing your 
health care benefits, obtain a second opinion at a center 
of excellence and assist you with helpful tips when 
talking with your doctors.
If you have any questions about Red Hill Care Counsel, 
contact:  Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor 
Donna Kunz at dkunz@redhillchurch.org. 
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Flower Ministry
Every Sunday, flowers are given by Red Hill members 
in honor or memory of an important person in their lives.  
After Worship, Sheila Feher and Sarah Chamberlain 
take those flowers to the homes and hospitals of those 
facing illness and at times, celebrations of life.      

If you are interested in serving in this ministry, you 
may contact Pastor Seth at the church office.  You 
could be used by God to ensure that our congregation 
is a congregation that cares!    

Prayer and Care
Red Hill Lutheran Church offers a variety of 
opportunities for you to share prayer requests for 
yourself and for those dear to you.  Additionally, these 
are also opportunities for you to open your heart and 
offer prayers to support our members and friends at 
Red Hill.

Worship Response Cards.  The reverse side allows you 
the choice of having your prayer requests included 
in the weekly Worship Announcement pages and/or 
forwarded to our Prayer Team or restricted solely to 
confidential pastoral prayer.

Compassion in Action.  
Submit your prayer 
requests on the form 
found in the pew rack 
(unsigned if you desire) 
and place it in the basket 
as you come forward for 
Holy Communion.  If 
you desire, you can take 
one from the basket and 
pray for that individual.  
Any remaining forms are 
given to the Prayer Team.

Prayer Team.  The Red 
Hill Prayer Team is 
a group of dedicated 
members who meet every 
week to pray together, 
and pray daily in support 

of those listed above.  

Cordon of Prayer.  This “prayer chain” has been an 
instrument of intercessory petitions at Red Hill for 
47 years!  Current members revive prayer requests 
via email, praying daily for those in need.  Prayer 
requests for the Cordon of Prayer can be given to the 
church office by contacting Donna Kunz, Executive 
Assistant to the Senior Pastor at 714.544.3131 ext.100 
or dkunz@redhillchurch.org, who will then forward 
the requests to the Cordon.  

Please note that all prayer groups abide by rules of 
confidentiality.    

If you would like to join either the Prayer Team or 
Cordon of Prayer, contact the church office and we 
will get you connected!   

We are thankful for, and blessed by, those who 
faithfully support their faith community through the 
use of our congregational care and prayer ministries.  
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Youth and Family Ministry Begins the Fall with New Classes 
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Reach, Renew, Rejoice is our theme for the 
church and school this year! In Youth and Family 
Ministry, we want to reach out to our families and 
walk beside them during the high energy years 
of raising children at home. We are here for you 
and know this time can simultaneously bring the 
most joy and most stress. The members of our 
team have been through those years and would 
like to offer you encouragement and support.  
Red Hill Lutheran Church is a safe place to come 
and renew when you feel like you are in the trenches 
of life. Attending worship on Sunday mornings is a 
great place to be still before God and connect with 
friends in order to experience that renewal. 

Maybe you feel you need a “do over”. The fall is 
a great time to establish new routines or make 
changes in areas that are important. Our Youth 
and Family team reviews what we are doing for our 
families and makes changes. Our team, together 
with Pastor Joel, developed a timeline from birth 
to 18 years old. We identified important items we 
want our children to have ready in their ‘suitcase 
of life’ before they leave our care. Throughout the 
year, we will be offering workshops that target 
specific ages, hone in on different topics, and allow 
for encouragement and education throughout life’s 
various phases.  As parents we can leverage these 

distinctive opportunities to influence our children’s 
or family’s futures. 

We are excited to offer our first classes this fall. 
First, please mark your calendar for a class for 
parents and grandparents across the phases called 
Parenting in an Anxious World.  We are excited 
to invite speaker, writer, professor, and licensed 
therapist Dr. Buddy Mendez to speak on this topic 
on September 11th in the CLC.

Wednesday, October 16th from 6:30pm – 7:30pm, 
we are offering two workshops for preschool and 
elementary school parents: Following Jesus with 
your Preschooler will look at the importance of 
instilling faith in a preschooler and the role parents 
play. 
The groundwork we lay in the early years will make 
a difference when our kids are older. Following 
Jesus with your Elementary Student will explore 
the different phases kids go through during the 
elementary years. We will also identify the spiritual 
milestones and resources available to all of our 
families during these important foundational years. 
We know your time is valuable so we are offering 
both classes on this day.  Childcare for toddlers to 
fifth grade will be provided so parents can attend 
both classes. 
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K.I.D.S. MINISTRY
By Beth Stoffregen, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
The new school year has begun and our whole 
campus is buzzing with activity!  It is no different in 
Children’s Ministry.

I am happy to announce that Children’s Ministry has 
a new dedicated space with a brand new look!  Our 
new space will be shared with Red Hill Lutheran 
School’s Day Care Program throughout the week. 
Red Hill’s existing Day Care Building has been 
renovated and redesigned with a fun, engaging 
theme. It is our intention that both ministries 
share the space in an effort to serve both church 
and school children. This space will be called the 
“K.I.D.S. Zone.”  Perhaps you have seen the sign 
that faces the parking lot!  This location will be 
easily identified by visitors with kids and also make 
it possible for all of our Red Hill families and guests 
to easily check in their kids in a safe manner.

We intentionally designed the K.I.D.S. Zone 
Building to reflect the heart of the ministry that is 
done in that place as well as support Red Hill’s 
Purpose to “know Christ and make Christ known” 
along with Red Hill’s Mission to “reach and serve 
our local community, equip their hearts, minds and 
souls, and release them into the world to share 
God’s love.”  To that end, Children’s Ministry will 
now be called K.I.D.S. Ministry.

K.I.D.S. is an acronym for the four key elements to 
our ministry:

K – KNOW
 I – IMPACT
D – DISCIPLE
S – SERVE

We are so grateful for the privilege and opportunity 
to partner with our Red Hill families. It is our prayer 
that the K.I.D.S. Zone will be a special place that 
children and their parents will want to come to 
each week.  We thank and praise God for blessing 
us with this beautiful space. We look forward to all 
of the ministry opportunities that God has planned 
for us, as we strive to know Christ and make Him 
known on our campus and into the world around 
us.

For more information about K.I.D.S. Ministry, please 
contact me via email at beths@redhillchurch.org.
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2019 National Youth Gathering Recap
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Sitting on the plane in Los Angeles with 26 NYG 
participants was thrilling. It was a time full of excite-
ment and anticipation of what God would do in the 
week ahead!  For 15 months, families and students 
had been on a journey to prepare for this National 
Youth Gathering. Our journey included preparing 
financially through group fundraising and on-their-
own side jobs. Some kids became very proficient 
at lawn maintenance management; others found 
work cleaning houses and watching kids. Adults 
arranged to take vacations from their busy jobs 
and lives.  We planned spiritually and met several 
times to discuss a God who is real and present. We 
studied the Scriptures, focusing primarily on the 
Psalms. We even prepared emotionally as we grew 
to know each other better, gaining understanding of 
personal schedules and comforts. This Gathering 
experience would be a whirlwind of people, activity, 
and learning. 

Sitting in the 16th row on that red eye flight, I listened 
to the excitement of students taking their very first 
flight. Some kids were seasoned travelers and oth-
ers were trying to see how many hours they could 
go without sleep. 

Our Gathering experience was amazing- more than 
22,000 students and adults participated in over 300 
seminars, concerts, speaking sessions, and interac-
tive experiences. Our group was fully immersed in 
a hypothetical, personal homeless experience that 
helped to deepen our understanding of the crisis we 
see in our own city of Tustin and all over. 

Several students in our group met students from all 
over the globe - 49 states and 13 countries were at 
the Gathering - during interactive activities.  It was 
wonderful to see leadership qualities emerge as our 
students familiarized themselves with the huge con-
vention center, the unknown, people-filled streets 
of Minneapolis, and navigated train systems that 
just days before, had been completely unfamiliar to 
them.  Our group had long, 16 to18 hour days and 
lifted each other up regularly with humor, stories, 
and kindness. 

Every evening our group participated in Mass events 
at the newly built US Bank Stadium for a nightly pro-
gram of worship, guest speakers, and special artists 
such as painters, spoken word artists, dramatic and 
dance troupes. 

Each night the Mass event tied into the theme of 
REAL. PRESENT. GOD. through the different ex-
periences I have mentioned. 

This Gathering was more than a five-day experi-
ence; our reason for bringing the group to Minne-
apolis was to help them see and expect God in more 
big and small ways. We hope that this Gathering will 
provide a touchstone for our youth to remind them of 
God in real and present ways as they start school, 
experience victories, or suffer losses. 

As we made our way to Minneapolis-St. Paul airport 
on the last day of the NYG, I was excited to see our 
tired-yet-happy group bonding with one another. 
Our two college students who had served during 
the Gathering as Young Adult Volunteers (YAVS) 
were traveling home with us after a week without 
much sleep.  We knew from the weather report that 
a storm was approaching the area but the predicted 
delay was only 45 minutes. To pass the (what we 
though would be a short time) we got out our playing 
cards, went to the food court, and delved into books 
(our introverts were so ready for some alone time!). 

Our “short” weather delay turned out to be more 
than 14 hours for half of our group, and 18 hours 
for the rest.  I want to highlight that although the 
delay was frustrating and we were all so ready to be 
home, our group continued to put into practice the 
preparation and Gathering experience even as we 
sat or slept on the airport floors.  What an experi-
ence this NYG was!  

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever present 
help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1

He IS our REAL.PRESENT.GOD.  Thank you Red 
Hill community, for so generously praying for and 
supporting each student and adult to have this 
experience!
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VBS Thank You
By Carmen Gogosha, Preschool Ministry Director
We had an incredible week learning “God’s power 
has given us everything we need to lead a godly 
life.” Thank you for your prayers and support of 
VBS. We had 251 kids and 89 volunteers. We wit-
nessed our young friends shining the light of Jesus 
to new friends and wanting to make a difference 
by raising money in support of our mission project, 
water filters for a community in Kenya. 

We surpassed our goal of 50 filters and between 
offerings and Chick-fil-A, we were able to provide 
69 filters. In addition to our daily fun, we added 
crazy sock and hair day that showcased creativity. 
We also added a family night with grilled hot dogs, 
a game truck and ice cream. Everyone who at-
tended had a wonderful time connecting with other 
families. 

Once again our volunteers were amazing and an-
swered the call to POWER UP to the next level, 
making VBS a wonderful experience for our local 
community. 



The VinePage 38

What Do the Symbols in our Church Mean?
By Bettie Ore, Altar Guild Coordinator

Many of you have asked at various times what the 
different symbols, icons, etc mean that we use in our 
worship and in the structure of our sanctuary.
I will attempt to help make some of it clear and unveil 
the rich history and tradition that our church symbols 
represent.
Probably the most asked question is “Why is there 
a pelican on the front of the altar?”  Great question! 
The symbolism of the mother pelican feeding her 
babies is rooted in an ancient legend which preceded 
Christianity. The legend was that in time of famine, 
the mother pelican wounded herself, striking her 
breast with the beak to feed her young with her 
blood to prevent starvation. Another version of the 
legend was that the mother fed 
her dying y young with her blood 
to revive them from death, but in 
turn lost her own life. Given this 
tradition, one can easily see why 
the early Christians adapted it to 
symbolize our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
The pelican symbolizes Jesus our 
Redeemer who gave His life for 
our redemption and the atonement 
He made through His passion and 
death. We were dead to sin and 
have found new life through the 
Blood of Christ. Moreover, Jesus 
continues to feed us with His body 
and blood in the holy Eucharist.
The basic design of the traditional 
church building has a narthex, 
nave, transept, chancel, and sanctuary. This is loosely 
patterned after the pattern of the tabernacle with the 
outer court, inner court, holy place, and the most holy.
Looking down on the floor plan, you will see the 
shape of a cross formed by the center isle of the nave 
leading from the narthex to the altar and the transept. 
Two forward walls on the right and the left separate the 
chancel and the sanctuary. They symbolize the “veil” 
that separated the holy place from the most holy place 
in the temple in Jerusalem and was torn in two from 
top to bottom.
In the sanctuary, the altar is the focal point. It has 
come to symbolize God’s presence and His sacrifice 

for us. It is from the altar that Christians receive the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and it is to the altar 
that we bring our gifts of love and devotion. It is, 
at least in a figurative sense, the gathering place of 
the “communion of saints”. The altar dominates the 
chancel area and we make it as beautiful and as nearly 
perfect as we possibly can.
There are many different styles of altars, our altar is 
what is called a rectangular tomb altar, so constructed 
as to remind us that tour Lord died for our sins and 
was laid in a tomb.
Dressing the altar is a procedure that has become 
traditional, based on historical precedence. First, the 
top of the altar or mensa is covered with the cerecloth. 

This is a piece of heavy, coarse 
linen or unbleached muslin that 
is the size of the top of the altar. 
The function of the cerecloth is to 
protect the mensa and the fair linen 
and to provide a cushion for the 
missal stand and the communion 
vessels.
Next, on top of the cerecloth, 
are the seasonal altar hangings 
or paraments. These are changed 
according to the Christian calendar. 
These are made of a high quality 
material such as silk, linen, wool, 
or cotton and may be hand woven 
and lined.
On top of the paraments is placed 
the fair linen. This is a piece of 

fine quality linen the exact width of the altar and long 
enough to drop over the ends of the altar to at least 
one-third the height of the altar. This is symbolic of 
the linen clot in which Christ’s body was wrapped for 
burial. It has been traditional to embroider five crosses 
on the fair linen to represent the five wounds of our 
Lord. The crosses are placed so that there will be one 
near each of the four corners of the altar mensa and 
one in the exact center. The fair linen is kept on the 
altar at all times.
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Our Newest Paraments
By Marian Armstrong

Paraments or Parements (from Late Latin paramentum, 
adornment, parare, to prepare, equip) are the hangings 
or ornaments of a room of state. Paraments include 
the liturgical hangings on and around the altar, as well 
as the cloths hanging from the pulpit and lectern, as 
well as the ecclesiastical vestments and altar cloths.
In most Christian churches using paraments (including 
Roman Catholic and a wide variety of Protestant 
denominations), the colors of liturgical paraments 
reflect the season of the church year – Blue for Advent, 
White for Christmas & Easter, Purple for Lent, and 
Red for Pentecost & Holy Week. The Green paraments 
are used for what is called “Ordinary Time” which is 
essentially the rest of the year.
I hope you all have enjoyed the latest additions of 
banners to our sanctuary walls.  I thought I could give 
you some background as to how this all came about.  A 
few years ago, my sister Ellen Mykkanen, was telling 
me about her passion for liturgical art and how she 
felt it was a ministry for her to serve in as well as a 
calling to work in.  Ellen had created multiple hanging 
banners for a church in San Clemente, and I thought 
they were beautiful and wonderfully coordinated with 
the paraments and existing artwork (including stained 
glass windows).
Since Ellen was starting a portfolio of her work as 
an artist, I thought I could commission some banners 
for our church if there was any interest.  Out of 
curiosity I approached Laura Hendricks, the altar guild 
chairperson at that time, and she expressed to me that 
she had always been interested in getting something 
to hang on the large blank wall next to the cross. As 
always, I knew that next comes pastoral approval.
Ellen and I explained to the Pastors that she would first 
look at all of the paraments that we currently had as 
well as all of our existing art, so she could match the 
look and color so that there was a blending of old and 
new.  The first banners were to be for the Christmas 
season with a focus on the nativity and the Bethlehem 
star.  Colors were matched and the design approved 
by Pastor Joel.  I commissioned the work and the first 
banners were hung for Christmas, 2011.  They were a 
typical banner size, but on the large wall they looked 
very small, so I commissioned two more larger banners 
for the following Easter, 2012.

For the Easter banners, we chose to look for an aspect 
of the Easter story that was not yet artistically displayed 
within the church.  Art is another way for the church to 
tell the Bible stories.   We decided on the empty tomb 
with the women walking towards the tomb.  I then 
approached my friend and long-time church member, 
Debbie Hays to work out a sketch of the idea.  Debbie 
sketched the design for the banners and Ellen used that 
sketch to translate the look into fabric.  The empty tomb 
banners were approved again by Pastor Joel and hung 
for the Easter season.  We were quite happy with the 
larger sized banners for the dimensions of the wall. 
There was such a positive response from many church 
members about having banners up that much to my 
surprise, the women’s circles of our church voted and 
decided on commissioning the next banners, which 
were the greens, since they hang most of the year.  Once 
the greens were complete in 2017, the idea of having 
banners hanging year-round took hold.  The Pastors 
were happy with Ellen’s work and her process, so she 
submitted renderings for the last remaining banners 
required.  Pastor Joel approved all remaining mock 
ups and Ellen started working.
The last banners for Pentecost were hung in 2019, 
and I must say I was relieved this many year’s long 
process was complete.  What started as a commission 
on my part to support my sister’s work and passion for 
liturgical art ended in our church having year-round 
beauty on our large blank walls.  I hope that they inspire 
you as they do me to prepare my heart in worship.  
When I am distracted, I try to focus on the art, the color, 
the symbols and 
the music in our 
sanctuary to draw 
me back to God 
through worship 
of Him who is 
truly the creator 
o f  a l l  b e a u t y 
and love.  What 
a blessing that 
he can equip us 
with good gifts to 
reflect this beauty 
and love. Ellen Mykkanen
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Red Hill will always hold a special place in my 
heart. It has been my joy and privilege to learn 

and grow alongside you these past 22 years. You 
were the ones who encouraged me in the devel-
opment and use of my gifts. You were the ones to 
help me through my battles with cancer. You were 
the ones to confirm my call into pastoral ministry. 

You were the ones to support me through semi-
nary and my early years as a pastor. I am eter-
nally grateful for the love and support Red Hill 

has shown to me and my family.
Pastor Joel
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Pictured on these pages are just some of the lives Pastor Joel 
touched, and the many activities he led. All in all, Pastor Joel held 
eight different job titles in his 22 years of service to Red Hill and 

the Lord. We will certainly miss him!
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Red Hill Lutheran School
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal

An outreach ministry and mission of Red Hill 
Lutheran Church, Red Hill Lutheran School (RHLS) 
continues to be richly blessed as we provide God’s 
Word to our students, parents, and community.  
Our theme for 2019-2020 School year is “Reach, 
Renew, Rejoice” based on 
1 Thessalonians  5:16-18

Rejoice Always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

This is a wonderful theme verse that we will focus 
on this year as a Church and School community.

School enrollment for the upcoming School year 
increased from last year.

 2018-19 2019-20
Preschool = .... 114 .............. 116
Kdg. – 8th = .... 320 .............. 340
Total RHLS = . 434 .............. 456

Healthy enrollment leads 
directly to a solid financial 
budget.  The School’s annual 
budget is slightly less than $4 
million.  In the annual budget, 
RHLS employs more than 60 
extremely gifted teachers and 
staff members who, with their 
varied God given gifts and 
talents, serve one Lord, Jesus 
Christ by sharing the Gospel 
message of eternal salvation 
with everyone (students, 
parents, colleagues, and 
the greater Tustin and Irvine 
community).  This past year, 
two additional members of our 
teaching staff, Mr. Mark Wakita 
and Mrs. Jamie Hernandez, 
were voted as two of the Top 25 
Teachers of Orange County, 
and received recognition for 
their accomplishments in OC Parenting Magazine.  
Additionally, two staff members, Mrs. Lori Browne 
and Mr. Adam Curiel were voted Top School 
Support Staff Members in all of Orange County.  

RHLS continues to maintain an extremely positive 
reputation in our community as being dedicated to 
both faith and academics.  Over 20,000 readers 
of Parenting OC Magazine voted RHLS as the 
2019-20 Reader’s Choice winner in the Best Faith-
Based Elementary/Junior High School category. 
We thank all of our dedicated and talented staff for 
this honor.

At RHLS, we want our students to know that while 
they are in the world, they are not of the world. 
We seek to develop in them a Christian worldview 
through our thoughtful integration of biblical truths 
and principles into all lessons. It is our goal that our 
students will develop a sense of philanthropy and 
compassion for others and shine as lights against 
darkness.

In order for Red Hill Lutheran teachers to be 
equipped to guide students in this mission, the 
school has made a commitment to providing 
teachers with the most current, researched-
based professional development opportunities. 

We believe Proverbs 18:15, 
which says, “An intelligent 
heart acquires knowledge, 
and the ear of the wise 
seeks knowledge.” Teachers 
at RHLS enthusiastically 
embrace professional growth 
and development, because 
they know that we all are 
designed to continually grow 
and learn. This growth mindset 
is something that is modeled 
to students in the hope to 
encourage a lifelong love of 
learning. In support of this 
endeavor in the 2019-2020 
school year, teachers will 
focus on Biblically integrated 
lessons.

It is our hope and prayer this 
year that we Reach, Renew, and Rejoice with 
each other through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
To Christ Jesus be the glory!
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Back to School at RHLS!
By Donna Kunz

On Wednesday, August 21st, Red Hill Lutheran Church and 
School ushered in the 2019-2020 academic year by welcoming 
over 450 students back to school.

Our Red Hill campus was abuzz with students, families, teachers, 
and staff as they greeted each other and mingled on the patio.

As the students began to assemble, the first Chapel of the new 
school year began, led with Praise Music by Isaiah Coughran and 
the chapel message provided by Senior Pastor Dr. Seth Britton.

Dr. Paul Marquardt, RHLS Principal commented, “ This day 
is just the beginning of many more meaningful and wonderful 
memories that this school year will hold for children, families, 
teachers, and staff.  RHLS teachers and staff whole-heartedly 
believe that each student is a unique, unrepeatable miracle, 
lovingly created by God.  We look forward to a year in which 
Christ will reach out to each of us, renew our spirits, so we 
can continually rejoice working together in this Christian 
Educational partnership.  We take very seriously the trust 
and confidence parents have put in Red Hill Lutheran 
School (RHLS) by partnering with us in the awesome task 
of raising their children in the fear and knowledge of Jesus 
as Lord and Savior. We are so blessed at Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School for the opportunity to be part of the 
eternally important Christian educational process.”
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Starting a new school year in preschool is very exciting 
for teachers and students. At Red Hill Lutheran 
preschool, we want every child’s experiences to be 
God-filled with strong social/emotional, cognitive, 
and faith-filled growth.  We are in service to our 
Lord and in partnership with our families to assist 
all the children to reach, renew, and rejoice in His 
glory just as God has intended. This school year, 
we are making some wonderful changes with our 
curriculum themes and our assessment tools.

One in Christ is a rich bible curriculum recommended 
to us at our last accreditation visit. This year we are 
ready to move to this curriculum. The One in Christ 
preschool curriculum 
was developed to help 
young children learn 
about Jesus and grow 
in their understanding 
of God’s love for us. 
The re  a re  many 
engaging themes to 
explore from Family 
in the fall, to Easter in 
the spring. We are looking forward to building our 
faith development with the children in our care and 
the families we serve.

Reach, Renew, and Rejoice 
Exciting Changes in Preschool 

By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director
Another exciting addition this year is the Desired 
Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) assessment 
tool we will be implementing to assess our 
students. This tool was 
designed to use to 
reflect on the learning, 
development,  and 
progress of all children 
dur ing the school 
year. The California 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Education developed 
it to use for young 
children and their families to inform instruction and 
program development. Much like the California 
State Standard Measures, recently used, you will 
find all DRDP domains identified on our informative 
storyboards, weekly lesson plans, and on our winter 
and spring assessments.

RHLS preschool aims to reach each child at the level 
they are at, renew our spirits each day, and rejoice 
in God’s love for us each morning and throughout 
the day. It is our prayer that this year’s curriculum 
and assessment tools enhance the commitment 
we have to the young children and the families we 
serve as we share the Gospel message of Jesus.
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RHLS Enrichment and Daycare
By Caroline Elias, Enrichment Program/Daycare Director

Give thanks to the Lord, proclaim his greatness; 
tell the nations what he has done.  Sing praise to 
the Lord tell the wonderful thing he has done.  Be 
glad that we belong to him; let all who worship him 
rejoice.  Psalm 105:1-3

As we end the summer and prepare for a new school 
year the enrichment and daycare staff have a lot to 
celebrate and give thanks to the Lord for:

Nine weeks of summer programs with 
learning and memories that will last a lifetime

100s of students engaged and experiencing 
God’s love on our campus and in the  
community

Countless hours of crafting, coloring, playing, 
laughing and building relationships

We give thanks because every aspect of our 
program gave us opportunity to share God’s love 
and the Gospel message with the precious children 
in our care.  It was a wild ride and a tremendous 
privilege.  Our final week of camp was particularly 
noteworthy.  We invited Forest Home to come and 
run their Neighborhood Day Camp program on our 
campus – their staff of 17 college and young adults 
brought energy, music, a giant climbing wall and, 
most importantly, the Gospel.  We had 12 student 
profess faith in Christ for the very first time and many 
others who recommitted themselves to follow Jesus.  
What a blessing to be part of God reaching out to His 
children – I want to thank everyone who participated 

through their ministry of prayer and by helping to 
staff this final week of camp.  How beautiful to have 
children grow in their understanding of what it means 
to belong to God.

As we gear up for the new school year we are inspired 
by God’s faithfulness this past summer – knowing 
that as we work and plan He 
is at work and has plans that 
include us.  One huge change 
in the day care program at 
Red Hill Lutheran this year is 
our freshly remodeled space 
– please stop by and check 
it out!  

We rejoice every time we walk 
into the day care room – it truly 
is a great example of what it 
means to be renewed.  And 
this is all so we might reach 
more students and families 
with God’s love.  Our fall 
plans include the regular before and after school 
programs, many new enrichment classes along 
with daily supervision of breaks and lunches – all 
opportunities to welcome children and remind 
them who they belong to.  It is a rich and rewarding 
ministry – complete with games, bubbles and special 
events.  Please keep our amazing day care staff in 
your prayers as we look forward to God working in 
and through us to His glory! 
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Performing Arts at RHLS
By Ben Hunter, Instrumental Teacher

2019-2020 will be an exciting year for the RHLD 
PAD (Performing Arts Department)!
Students will return to find a brand-new professional 
dance floor in Ms. Occhipinti’s room, a relocation 
of the music room to the old Youth Hall, a new 
RHLS PAD Instagram, and once again, participate 
in Pacific Symphony’s Class Act Program—this 
year highlighting the works of John Williams, 
Symphony at the Movies! Fall highlights will also 
include participating in the Tustin Tiller Days Parade, 
attending a musical at OLu, the Angels Band Night, 
and much more before preparing for the annual 
Christmas Pageants.

RHLS is proud to have Ms. Deana Occhipinti return 
as our full time Theater Arts and
Dance Instructor for a third year. With over 20+ 
years of experience in teaching faith based
Performing Arts, Ms. Occhipinti also brings an 
extensive background in direction, choreography
and leadership to RHLS. Having just returned from 
teaching with Pacific Symphony’s Arts-X-press 
summer program (Drama Senior Staff Instructor) 
Ms. Occhipinti is excited to start the schoolyear 
ready to REACH, RENEW and REJOICE with the 
RHLS community.

Ms. Occhipinti is passionate about teaching students 
to find their voice, trust God and
tell their unique story using the performing arts as 
their canvas. This year, Ms. Occhipinti will also be 
offering 3 after school enrichment classes: Musical 
Theater Production (Grades K-5), “The Spirit” RHLS 
Dance Team (Grades 3-5), and Mini Spirit Squad 
(Grades K-2). Space is limited, please contact the 
RHLS office for more information.

RHLS is excited to welcome Bailey Sparks to the 
Performing Arts Department this fall as our new 
Choir and Classroom Music teacher. Ms. Sparks is 
a recent graduate of Cal State Long Beach’s Bob 
Cole Conservatory of Music with a Bachelor of Music 
degree in Music Education with an emphasis in 
Choral Music. She has worked with PAD for over 5 
years as a volunteer and has worked for the past two 
years with the daycare and enrichment program at 
RHLS. Ms. Sparks will also be pursuing her Single 
Subject Credential in Music at Cal State Long Beach 
this year with Dr. Linda Brown as her mentor.

This school year, we will be introducing a new 
classroom music format for Kindergarten and 1st 
grade classes, in which choral and instrumental 
elements are brought into the same class to better 
teach the fundamentals of music and prepare 
students for 2nd-5th grade instrumental and choral 
classes. These classroom music classes will 
be taught by Ms. Sparks twice a week. 2nd-5th 
grade students will also see Ms. Sparks weekly for 
combined, grade-wide choral classes. Ms. Sparks 
is also looking forward to teaching Singspiration, a 
before school choir for 5th-8th grade students that 
was begun last year by Dr. Brown, as well as co-
teaching the Musical Theater Production with Ms. 
Occhipinti.

As choral classes begin this year, we will be 
preparing for our first performance at Teacher and 
Staff Dedication on Sunday, September 8th. Choir 
classes will also be preparing to perform in chapel 
throughout the first trimester, and soon enough we 
will be rehearsing for Christmas performances!

Our Instrumental Music program will again be 
led by Mr. Ben Hunter. Mr. Hunter will be starting 
his 6th year at RHLS and is excited to be adding 
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another new opportunity for students this school 
year.  Middle School students will now have the 
opportunity to join our brand new Drumline that will 
meet on Mondays after school. The Drumline hopes 
to participate in Tustin Tiller Days Parade, school 
pep rallys, and eventually Drumline competitions.

In addition to the new Drumline, Mr. Hunter will still 
be teaching Recorder to 2nd graders, Ukulele to 
3rd graders, beginning Strings—Violin or Cello- to 
4th graders, beginning Band- Flute, Clarinet, Alto 
Saxophone, Trumpet and Trombone- to 5th graders, 
our Middle School Concert Band Elective and our 
before school String Orchestra. 

Our Concert Band will again be performing the 
National Anthem with other local bands at an Angels 
Game on September 28th.  We are selling tickets as 
a fundraiser for our music department so please join 
us at this fun community event!  Our Concert Band, 
along with our 5th graders, are also invited to an OLu 
Football Game to join the band in the stands and 
play pep tunes!

Speaking of fun outings, an RHLS school year is not 
complete without our participation in the Tustin Tiller 
Days Parade!  Mr. Isaiah Coughran is returning as 
our school’s Praise Band Teacher and will be again 
leading our students in worship on the truck as part 
of our parade float entry! This will be a great year for 
our RHLS Performing Arts Department!  Stay tuned!
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RHLS Parent Teacher Fellowship
By Jamie Elser, PTF President 

We are pleased to announce that we are continuing 
the RHLS Parent-Teacher Fellowship (PTF) and will 
be starting our second year with just a few changes 
to the organization.  After much prayer, I accepted 
the position of PTF President for my second year.  
I am excited to hit the ground running, and we have 
already begun to make a few changes, including 
some board positions, and we combined two events 
for the first time ever: our Meet the Teacher Day 
with our Welcome Back BBQ, creating our very 
first “Meet Your Teacher Party & Prayer” family 
night event!

Please welcome me as I introduce our new board 
members for the 2019-2020 school year:

Christina Khamis,
Vice President: 
Christina Khamis is 
excited to join the 
RHLS PTF Board 
t h i s  y e a r .  S h e 
current ly  has 3 
children attending 
the school, Jackson 
(8th Grade), Carter 
(5th Grade) and Campbell (3rd Grade). In addition 
to serving numerous years as a Room Parent, 
Christina has spent her career in hospitality 
management as a sales and marketing executive. 
She is looking forward to partnering with parents 
and collaborating with the team to help establish 
and achieve 2019-2020 goals. 

Molly Higgs, 
Secretary: 
Mrs. Molly Higgs 
has 2 children at 
RHLS, Hannah 
(4th grade) and 
Hudson (PreK5), 
and is married 
to her wonderful 
husband, Drew. 
She has 20 years of experience working in the 
business sector in the areas of IT operations 
management, process engineering, and project 
management. Currently, she spends most of the 
hours in a day working as a full-time IT Director, 
managing the work of an offshore systems 

development team from Manila, Philippines and 
a geographically distributed onshore business 
analyst team.  She has previously served the 
RHLS students as room parent for 2 years and as 
a learning garden volunteer for 3 years.  She loves 
being a part of the RHLS community and is looking 
forward to partnering with the PTF team, the school 
staff and school board in the role of Secretary for 
the 2019-2020 school year.

Jahan Pandhoh
( R e t u r n i n g )  R o o m 
Parent Coordinator: 
Mrs. Jahan Pandhoh 
has 4 children, Shreya 
(8th grade), Kishan 
(6th grade), Gyaan (4th 
grade), and 3 year old 
Bodhi, who’s starting 
his Red Hill journey 
this year in Tiny Tots. 
She considers herself 
a “part-time dentist, full-
time mom,” and is blessed to be able to be highly 
involved with RHLS while still keeping up with her 
career.  She has been working as a room parent 
since her oldest was in her first year at Red Hill as 
a 1st grader, and is excited to continue her role as 
Lead Room Parent Chair this year. She is looking 
forward to a great year working with the PTF to guide 
this year’s room parents.  

We are excited to have this group of RHLS parents, 
who represent all grade levels (Preschool, Primary, 
and Middle School), continue to build our PTF 
organization, as well as Claire Markovsky, as our 
School Board Liaison, and Shelli Haynes as our 
Church Liaison.  These parents will be meeting 
and planning throughout the 2019-20 school year.  
Please join me in welcoming them and being open 
to their communications and requests of you to help 
continue to build our RHLS Christian Educational 
community.

Mrs. Elser, or as the students know her, “Miss Jamie”, has 
two girls, Elise (PreK) and Emory (3rd grade). Miss Jamie 
works in the front office, specializing in communications 
and events. She chose RHLS as a parent when Emory was 
starting Kindergarten, but started working at RHLS when 
Emory was in 1st grade. 
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 It’s Another Great Year at Red Hill Lutheran School
By Claire Markovsky

As summer draws to a close, and we find ourselves 
in the “back to school” aisles stocking up on school 
supplies, you can feel the excitement in the air for 
the new school year to begin -- new teachers, new 
classrooms and new routines for all.  And behind 
the scenes, the Red Hill Lutheran School Board has 
been working closely with Dr. Marquardt to ensure 
this year at RHLS is the best it can be.  Let’s share 
some of the preparations that the School Board has 
been working on in anticipation of the 2019-2020 
school year!

First, the School Board is blessed to welcome its 
newest board member, Jennifer Brenner.  Jennifer 
has faithfully served RHL School and Church 
in many capacities over the past decade.  Most 
recently, Jennifer was the Director of Youth and 
Family Ministry, and the Middle School Bible 
Teacher for the past three years.  Prior to that role, 
she taught at RHLS for seven years, contributing 
toward her 25 years in education as a teacher, 
coach and administrator.  Further, beginning in 
August, Jennifer will be teaching at Orange Lutheran 
High School as a U.S. History teacher, and she 
feels very grateful to continue to serve in Lutheran 
education.  We are very excited for this addition to 
our School Board.

Next, the School Board is proud to announce that 
Mark Colon’s role on the School Board will be 
elevated to Vice Chair during this term.  Further, 
Mark will assume an even more prestigious 
leadership role next term as he works toward being 
the School Board Chair in 2021-2022.

Rounding out the members of the RHL School Board 
are returning members, Sonja Scott, Peggy Greene, 
Kari Rigoni, Carolyn Smith Driscoll and myself.

During the summer months, Danalyn Belgen 
(current Chair) and Mark Colon (current Vice 
Chair) have been meeting with Dr. Marquardt and 
Pastor Seth for the annual planning and visionary 
meeting, which will take place at the end of August.  
In preparation for this meeting, the entire School 
Board will participate in a self-evaluation where each 
member’s role and expertise are being identified 
and documented for future growth and leadership.  

The areas of expertise that we have identified 
include, but are not limited to: facilities planning, 
business experience, legal experience, student 
health and wellness, educational expertise, as well 
as Executive Officers: Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary 
and CFO.  

As we look to plan ahead, below are some of the 
Agenda Items the School Board will review and 
discuss during the fall 2019 meetings:

October – Policy Manual (Article I-III) 
Review and Approval, Strategic Plan Review 
(Financial, beginning 2020), MAP Testing 
Report

November – Policy Manual (Article VIII-X) 
Review and Approval, Strategic Plan Review 
(Facilities)

Finally, at each School Board Meeting, there is 
always a RHLS teacher present to provide a report 
on behalf of the faculty, as well as a Stakeholder, 
to share news and updates from various school 
entities.  Some of the stakeholders in consideration 
for the fall include representatives from the ASB, 
Room Parents, American Heritage Girls, and Youth 
and Family Ministry.

If you have any questions, or would like any 
additional information about the School Board, 
please reach out to Danalyn at danalynbelgen@
icloud.com.
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American Heritage Girls
By Clare Markovsky

Greetings from the American Heritage Girls 
(AHG) Troop at Red Hill Lutheran Church and 
School!  Summer might be drawing to a close, but 
the AHG Girls are just getting started — and we are 
pumped for our third year!  

We are kicking off the 2019-2020 year with a 
Parent’s Only Meeting on September 3rd, and 
we will start our regular meetings on September 
10th.  This year, we will meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of each month at 6:15pm at RHLS.  

During the summer months, we’ve been planning 
all of our events, badgework and service projects 
for the new year.  And, as an important component 
of Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, we always 
look to align with their calendar and support their 
programs.  As such, some of the upcoming events 
include assistance with the RHLS garden clean out, 
Angels Game, Tustin Tiller Days float and parade, 
Project Linus, and many more.

And we’d love if you and your daughter join our 
troop!  If you’re not familiar with us, AHG’s mission 
is to build women of integrity through service to God, 
family, community and country.  Everything the troop 
does is through a filter of faith in an effort to glorify 
God in all we do.  And we have tons of fun doing 
it!  Our troop is open to girls ages 5-18, and we’ve 
enjoyed weekend camping trips together, Christmas 
caroling for seniors, summer pool parties, and have 
earned numerous badges having a blast learning 
about cooking, gardening, our country and our 
friends with disabilities.  We make a diligent effort 
to create a calendar of events and badges that are 
well rounded, and suit a variety of interests for all 
members of the troop.

Are you interested in learning more about our 
awesome AHG troop?  Would you like your daughter 
to join a national organization where she can grow 
in her faith, experience new learning opportunities 
and make life-long friends?  Come join us!  Send 
us an email with any questions you might have at 
cdarling@redhillschool.org.  We hope to see you 
soon!

Accolades for Red Hill!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
Last June, I attended a conference at Saddleback Church on 
the health and mission of the local church. Literally thousands 
of Pastors and church leaders from every denomination and 
all over the world, joined together for three days of Worship, 
learning and prayer.

About six week before the conference, I was contacted 
by Saddleback and told that Red Hill Lutheran Church 
and School was going to be publically recognized for 
being both a “Model Church” and “Member Church” in the 
association of churches committed to making disciples 
through proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the local 
and global communities!  Along with other Pastors, I was 
called to accept the award on behalf of you—the members 
of Red Hill Lutheran Church and School…:

“In recognition for exceptional service in helping fulfill 
the Great Commandment and Great Commission 
everywhere.”

Congratulations Red Hill!   May our Lord continue to be 
glorified through our mutual commitment to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ!  
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 LCMC Statement of Faith
 We believe, teach, and confess the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe, teach, and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and the gospel as the power of God for the 
salvation of all who believe in him.

•	 Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate, through whom everything was made and through whose 
life, death, and resurrection God fashions a new creation.

•	 The proclamation of God’s message to us as both law and gospel is the Word of God, revealing 
judgment and mercy in the person and work of Jesus Christ through whom God was pleased to 
reconcile all things to himself.

•	 The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God. Inspired by God’s 
Spirit speaking through their authors, they record and announce God’s revelation centering in Jesus 
Christ. Through them God’s Spirit speaks to us to create and sustain Christian faith and fellowship 
for service in the world.

We believe, teach, and accept the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired 
Word of God and the sole authoritative source and norm of our proclamation, faith, and life.

We accept the Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds as true declarations of the scriptural faith we 
believe, teach, and confess.

We believe, teach, and accept the Unaltered Augsburg Confession and the Small Catechism as true 
witnesses to the Word of God, normative for our teaching and practice. We acknowledge that we are 
one in faith and doctrine with all churches that likewise accept the teachings of the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession.

We believe, teach, and confess the other confessional writings in the Book of Concord namely, the 
Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise, the Large Catechism, and the 
Formula of Concord, as further valid expositions of the Holy 
Scriptures.

We believe, teach, and confess the gospel, recorded in the 
Holy Scriptures and confessed in the ecumenical creeds and 
Lutheran confessional writings, as the power of God to create 
and sustain the priesthood of all believers for God’s mission in 
the world.
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Genesis Bolanos 
Church Nursery 
Genesis is the sister of Veronica and enjoys working with young students.  She is a 
graduate of  Samueli Academy and is currently studying Psychology at Orange Coast 
College. She has worked at the Pacific Marine Mammal Center as a Counselor, and 
volunteers at a local pediatrician’s office. In her free time, Genesis likes to go to the 
beach, read, and study history. She also enjoys going to Universal Studios. 
 

Megan Haynes 
Youth & Family Ministry 
Megan is the daughter of Shelli and Travis Haynes.  She is a graduate of El Dorado 
High School and is currently home from college where she is an Admissions Event 
Worker. Megan will be an incoming sophomore at Gordon College in Wenham, MA.  
Megan volunteered with Vacation Bible School and also attended the National Youth 
Gathering as a Junior Leader this summer. In her free time, Megan likes to read, play 
cards and hang out with friends. 

Giana Hennigan 
K-8 Support Staff/Summer Camp 
Giana is new to both Red Hill Lutheran Church and School and is active in our youth 
program having attended the National Youth Convention. Giana is a senior at Tustin 
High School where she is in an active member of her Associated Student Body. In 
Giana’s free time, she enjoys reading and hanging out with her friends.  

Giuliana Hennigan 
K-8 Support Staff/Summer Camp 
No, you are not seeing double. Yes, Giuliana is the twin of Giana. Giuliana is also a 
senior at Tustin High School. Giuliana is active in Associated Student Body.  In  her 
free time, she enjoys hanging out with her family and reading. 
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Christine Kemper 
K-8 Support Staff 
Christine is a graduate of Loara High School in Anaheim and attended Orange Coast 
College.  Christine has worked with her church’s Children's Ministry Team since 
2015, serving ages two years through Second Grade. Christine is married to her hus-
band,  John, and has two children. In her free time, Christine enjoys gardening, read-
ing, and shopping.  

Daniel Schoolmeester 
K-8 Support Staff/Summer Camp 
Daniel is a graduate of Foothill High School. He was also the Frosh/Soph Volleyball 
Coach at Foothill last season. You may have seen him previously working at the Bronx 
Sandwich Shop here in Tustin. Daniel is a current student of Irvine Valley College. 
Outside of work, Daniel likes to play hockey and volleyball and hang out with his 
younger siblings. 

Sophie Palmer 
K-8 Support Staff/Summer Camp 
Sophie is a current student at Tustin High School and is a graduate of Red Hill Lu-
theran School. She is the daughter of Jim and Michelle Palmer. Sophie is active in 
high school ministry and serves in Children’s Ministry. In her free time, Sophie en-
joys volleyball and likes to actively participate in serving on mission projects. 

Angela Rounsevell 
Fifth Grade Teacher 
Mrs. Rounsevell is excited to be returning to Red Hill Lutheran School to teach Fifth 
Grade this school year. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Marketing from Indiana 
University, and worked in entertainment marketing for several years after graduating.  
God put teaching on her heart while serving in Middle School Ministry and she followed 
His call and made a career change. She earned her Multiple Subject Teaching Credential 
and Masters Degree from UCI, and is extremely passionate about Christian education. In 
her free time she enjoys spending time with friends and family, going to spin classes, 
being outdoors, traveling with her husband, and learning new ways to cook Brussels 
sprouts.  

Jenna Van Leer 
Second Grade Teacher 
 

Mrs. Van Leer has been teaching for four years, and this will be her first year at Red Hill 
Lutheran School. She previously taught fifth grade in the  Santa Ana Unified School Dis-
trict and at Mariners Christian School. She received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Hu-
man Development as well as her teaching credential from Long Beach State. This past 
year, she earned her Masters Degree in Education - Teaching & Learning from Brandman 
University. Mrs. Van Leer has been married to her husband Prescott for three years, and 
they love to travel, attend Dodger games, and scout the best local coffee shops together. 
She is so excited to be joining the Red Hill Lutheran family! 
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ENGAGING HEARTS AND MINDS FOR CHRIST
Red Hill Lutheran Church & School  
Top OC Teachers  •  Small Class Sizes  •  Preschool Through 8th Grade

RED HILL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
13200 Red Hill Avenue, Tustin, CA 92780
Phone: (714) 544-3132  |  www.redhillschool.org

RHLS students are spiritually guided to be outstanding scholars, using their unique God-given gifts, 
talents, and abilities as they develop self-confidence to serve the greater community as responsible 

citizens that demonstrate integrity and Christian values.

For over 57 years, students have been o�ered challenging 
hands-on learning focusing on Core Academics with a Growth 
Mindset, utilizing Di�erentiated Instruction, all with 
Christian/Biblical Integration.

 •  Outdoor Ed: Catalina,  
     AstroCamp, Washington DC 
 •  After School Classes & Clubs
     (Chess, Cooking, Dance, Writing)
 •  Summer Camp
 •  Learning Garden
 •  STEM (Science, Technology, 
     Engineering & Math)
 •  Art Masters

 •  Bible
 •  Algebra/Geometry
 •  Robotics (Project Lead the Way)
 •  Computer Coding & Technology
 •  Science Olympiad (UCI)
 •  Spanish
 •  Pacific Symphony (Class Act)
 •  Concert & Praise Bands
 •  String Orchestra & Handbells
 •  Performing Arts & Choir
 •  P.E. & Competitive Sports
 •  Student Leadership/ASB
 •  Resource Program

RE ACH RENEW REJOICE 2019-2020

READER'S CHOICE WINNER OF
BEST FAITH-BASED

ELEMENTARY & JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL
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Visit us on the web at redhillchurch.org.
Visit us on REALM at onrealm.org/redhillchurch

Red Hill Lutheran Church is a member of
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)

www.lcmc.net
Red Hill Lutheran Church & School is located at

13200 Red Hill Ave. Tustin, CA 92780

Red Hill Lutheran Church and School Board of Directors

Red Hill Lutheran Church Board of Directors
Dr. Ken Hays, President

Mrs. Bettie Ore, Vice President
Mrs. Kymberly Rogers, Secretary

Mr. Mark Clement, Treasurer
Mr. Brian Aleman, Director-at-Large
Mr. Karl Kottke, Director-at-Large 

Mrs. Karen Caballero, Director-at-Large 
Mr. Rich Records, Director-at-Large

Mrs. Naomi Schaefer, Director-at-Large

Red Hill Lutheran School Board
Mrs. Danalyn Belgen, Chair

Dr. Mark Colon
Mrs. Carolyn Driscoll

Mrs. Peggy Greene
Mrs. Claire Markovsky

Mrs. Kari Rigoni
Mrs. Sonja Scott
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Dates to RemembeR

13200 Red Hill Ave, Tustin, CA 92780 | redhillchurch.org | redhillschool.org | 714-544-3131

Reformation Sunday
October 27th, 2019
Join us for one, combined worship service at 10:00am.  The service will 
feature music from the Red Hill Choir and Praise Band. The Worship 
service is followed by an Oktoberfest-style luncheon celebration.  We will 
have games, contests and of course, traditional Oktoberfest faire including 
bratwurst, red cabbage, potato salad, pretzels and more! Be sure to invite 
your friends and family!

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, November 27th, 2019 at 7:00pm

Christmas Kick-off Concert with Chorus and Orchestra
Sunday, December 22nd, 2019 at 4:00pm
Join us as our Music Ministry starts off the week of Christmas with a fun 
musical offering, designed to be an escape from the hustle and bustle of the 
season.  Featuring the “Christmas” portion of Handel’s Messiah, followed 
by a Christmas Carol sing-a-long. Don’t miss this wonderful family event 
designed to get us in the mood for the festive days to come!
Admission is free!

Christmas Worship at Red Hill Lutheran Church
Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24th, 2019
3:00 and 5:00pm – Family Worship with Live Nativity
7:00 and 9:00pm – Traditional Worship with Candlelight

Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25th, 2019
10:00am - Traditional Worship with Carols and Holy Communion


