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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
-John 15:5

Dear Friends,

In the midst of this Advent season we wait for the “arrival” of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. At
Christmas, our Holy God was born a human being so that He could be with us, leading, guiding, and loving
us all the way through death on a cross. The Resurrection on Easter confirmed that forgiveness and new
life—transformation—is now possible! One day, He will “arrive” again, and this earth will be finally
transformed into the new heaven and earth promised by God!
As a church, we live “in-between” these two Advents, becoming and being the people of God—His church,
being transformed day-by-day into Christ-likeness, so that we can love and serve God and others. As
you read through this edition of The Vine, remember that you matter to God—and to us! Reflections of
the Christian life are offered for you to consider and even add your own thoughts. The ministries and
events described here are for you, so that you may deepen your faith, serve others, and bring glory to your
Heavenly Father through your life.
As we also approach the beginning of a New Year, this is a perfect time to assess your spiritual health, and
how God can use you in 2019! Read on!
In Christ,
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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
By Reverand Dr. Seth Britton

Dear Red Hill Family,
Well, here we go! The Advent and Christmas seasons
are upon us, quickly followed by New Years Day and
a brand new year! As we all know, with the holidays
comes shopping, parties, school programs, family
gatherings, and, of course, church events! While I
concur with Andy Williams that Christmas is “the most
wonderful time of the year…” this time of the year can
also be a time of frenetic rushing and stress, a time
when we feel overwhelmed with all that we have to
do. Of course, the true irony of all of this is that we
can miss what this time of year is really all about: the
coming of the Savior who promises PEACE to all. Do
you need peace in your life right now?
One of the themes we see all throughout the Bible
is that God works in, and through, the overwhelming
moments in our lives; the times when our lives
are challenged and changed, when our plans are
interrupted by circumstances beyond our control.
Sometimes life, our choices and the choices of others,
interrupts our plans and sometimes God Himself
interrupts our plans. And yet, we can so easily forget
that God works best in and through interrupted plans!
As we prepare for Christmas this year, as well as the
upcoming New Year, I can’t help but think about what
it must have been like for Mary and Joseph during
the days leading up to Jesus’ birth. They had plans
of marrying, raising a family, and making a life in firstcentury Nazareth. However, an Angel showed up
one day and, well, changed their plans. Saint Luke
describes the scene:
“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.28And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored
one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern
what sort of greeting this might be…” 30 And
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God” (Luke
1.26-29).
Many scholars believe that when this happened to
Mary she was likely in her middle teens. Marriages
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were arranged in the first century, Ancient Near
Eastern world. A man would be picked out for a
woman, and when the time came, they would be
married. Scripture tells us that Mary was betrothed
to Joseph; a legally binding relationship leading to
marriage. However, a sexual relationship was not
permitted until after the marriage ceremony. So here
is Mary, a young teenage peasant girl betrothed to a
man who was to be her husband. So far, so good!
And then, an angel shows up one day and says to her,
“You are going to have a baby—but not with Joseph!
Well, really, the angel said it this way:
…“‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God” 31And behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. And
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David…” (Luke 1.30b-32)
How would you react to that kind of news? I can
imagine Mary thinking to herself, “How in the world am
I going to explain this one? Who in the world is going
to believe me?” Maybe she started to think through
the implications of all this; “How can I tell this to my
parents? To Joseph? To my friends?”
Perhaps Mary did what we all tend to do, go
immediately to the worse case. “Joseph is going to
probably leave me. My parents are going to doubt
me. The community is going to disgrace me. My
reputation is shot. (In those days, you could be
stoned for immorality.) I may lose my life. This is a
disaster in the making.” To say the least, likely Mary
was overwhelmed.
What do you do when you’re overwhelmed? As we
enter into the time of year when psychologists tell us
that incidents of depression increase; financial experts
tell us that personal debt increases; and, sociologists
tell us that the longing for family, community, and love
increases, what do we do? Where do we go? I believe
we can do the very same things that Mary did. It does
not matter if we are overwhelmed by debt, sorrow,
fatigue, stress, and/or multiple responsibilities. We
can do the same three things that Mary did when she
received some life-changing, life-interrupting news.
(By the way, it is worth noting that we tend to do the
exact opposite in overwhelming circumstances and
anxiety-ridden situations!) We can:
The Vine

Let Go of Our Need to Control the Situation and
Outcomes.
Typically, the greater the feeling of being out of control,
the more overwhelmed we feel and the more we tend
to try harder, increase our efforts, and attempt to
control the situation(s) more. Sometimes, this is called
“micromanaging.” So much of the stress in our lives is
caused by this desire to micromanage everything, to
control everything, to be the manager of the universe.
The harder you try to control the things that are
uncontrolled in your life, the more overwhelmed and
frustrated you will feel.
The fact is most of our life is out of our control and
much of life we cannot figure out. The Bible calls life
“a mystery.” Perhaps you have heard the saying,
“Life is not a problem to be solved but a mystery to be
explored?” God intentionally does not tell us certain
things about life. Why? I believe it is because He
wants us to rely on Him, to depend on Him. In Luke
1:34 Mary asked the Angel, “How will this be…since
I am a virgin?” Mary’s reaction is our reaction. We,
like Mary, ask the “But, how” question when we feel
overwhelmed: “How can this happen?” “How am I
going to get through this?” “How in the world am I
going to make that payment?” “How am I going to
get that person to love me again?” Notice, Mary’s
question was not met with judgment, but with truth.
The angel’s answer to Mary is God’s answer to us as
well: “For nothing will be impossible with God.” (Luke
1.37)
Often, God will take us right up to a point where we
are forced to recognize, that while this situation is
beyond our control or too challenging for me, nothing
is too challenging for God! We surrender control to
God, letting God run the universe instead of us trying
to do so. So, if you are feeling overwhelmed or out
of control today, be prepared: God may be just about
ready to bless you!
In Psalm 138:8, the Bible says “The Lord will fulfill
his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord,
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your
hands.” God was going to work out His plans through
Mary’s life. God will work out His plans for your life
as well! Mary ultimately surrendered to God’s plan:
“And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her (Luke 1.38). The second thing we
can do in the midst of life’s challenges and changes
is…
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Allow Others to Help Us and Support Us.
One of the ways we let go of control over situations is
when we begin to let other people help us out. Again,
this is the opposite of what we tend to do. When we are
hurt, stressed, or frustrated, we tend to withdraw from
relationships. As a pastor, I can tell you this is one of
the most painful parts of my ministry. I will notice that
some of our folks are not in Worship, at Bible studies,
groups, or church life, and when I call them, they tell
me they are going through rough times and just cannot
make it to church. Or, they are angry about something
in the church or at me, and consequently they cut-off
or change churches. And yet, church, our spiritual
community, is what we need the most in a crisis; other
people loving you, supporting you, and praying for you!
A community where we can work through our conflicts
and misunderstandings.
This is what Mary did. Look at Luke 1.39-40:
“In those days Mary arose and went with haste
into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and
she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth (Luke
1.39-40).
Elizabeth was Mary’s cousin. Elizabeth was married
to a priest, Zechariah, which meant she was a very
godly woman who could pray for Mary. Also, Elizabeth
was an older woman, a woman who had a lot more life
experience than Mary and could give wise direction
and counsel. Finally, Elizabeth was also pregnant.
In fact, Elizabeth was pregnant with her own miracle
pregnancy. She and her husband had been childless
throughout their lives, yet, God had a plan! In this
case, God blessed this couple naturally (this was not
a virgin birth). Elizabeth was carrying Jesus’ cousin,
and His forerunner, John the Baptist.
Isn’t it incredible that what Mary received from
Elizabeth, our church family can offer as well? For
example, when you are going through difficult seasons
and circumstances, you need to find someone who,
like Mary found in Elizabeth, is a strong believer.
There are times when it may be hard to believe that
God has our lives in His control, so we need someone
to believe for us and to help us through the dark times.
Likewise, in our church family, we can find people who
are older, wiser, and more experienced in spiritual
and life matters. We can receive their counsel and
wisdom. And, when we are feeling lost and confused,
we need an “Elizabeth” who has gone through what we
are going through and understands what it is like to go
through what you may be going through. For example,
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someone who has lost a spouse and has grieved that
loss can reach out to someone who has just lost their
spouse. All of these “ministry points” are available in
our church. However, we have to allow someone to
help us and not cut-off from the community of faith.
Finally, Mary did one more thing:

Lord” (Luke 1.44-45). Mary had the promises of God
in her heart. Those promises gave Mary strength and
those promises can give us strength as well.
One of those great promises we can hold on to in
difficult and dark times is given in Isaiah 43:2:

“When you pass through deep waters, I will be
We Let God Give Us Strength.
with you. Your troubles will not overwhelm you.
Consider this; some of us
When you pass through the
know that God will give
fire you will not be burned.  
JOY TO THE WORLD!
us strength but we will not
The hard trials that come
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
let Him. What? Some of Let earth receive her King;
will not hurt you.”
us are very responsible Let every heart prepare Him room,
people. We care deeply And heaven and nature sing,
No matter what the
for others and want what And heaven and nature sing,
circumstances, God is with
heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
is best for them. We work And
-ISAAC WATTS, 1674-1748
us—no exceptions!
hard and strive to succeed.
Rejoice in the Lord always;
All of this is good - to a
My prayer for you as we
And again I say, Rejoice.
point. And that’s the point!
Let your moderation be known unto all men.
end another year and begin
We are back to point #1;
The Lord is at hand.
a new one, is that you do
trying to control what we
Philippians 4:4-5
what Mary did when life
cannot. We may even In the days of Isaac Watts, the author of this hymn, there was
is “interrupted:” Let go of
add a touch of “religion:” in England extreme prejudice against newly-composed hymns.
control, let others help
“The Bible says ‘The Lord Congregations were strictly devoted to singing the Psalms in
you, and let God give you
helps those who help worship. So Watts reworked certain Psalms in freer and more
strength. As you choose
themselves.” No, God did spontaneous versions. In 1719, he published Psalms of David,
to do these three things,
Imitated in the Language of the New Testament, creating a new
not say that! Ben Franklin style of church music.
you may find yourself
said that. Do you wonder
developing the attitude of
why this statement is not “Joy to the World” is based on Psalm 98, which tells of the
Micah. Micah was an Old
Messiah’s coming and kingdom. The reader may be able to see
in the Bible? Because Watts’s first stanza in Psalm 98:2-3 – and the arrival of a victorious
Testament prophet and he
the Bible says the exact King. The second stanza is drawn from verses 4-8 – through the
too went through a period
opposite: It’s not up to praise of all creation. The fourth stanza is seen in verse 9 – God’s
of overwhelming despair.
you. It’s up to God. God righteous and loving reign.
Micah said:
says, “Let Me help you. Watts strayed a little from Psalm 98 when he wrote the third stanza
Why won’t you allow Me to this hymn – “No more let sins and sorrows grow/Nor thorns
“Woe is me! For I have
to help you?” There are infest the ground.” This seems to be a direct command from the
divine King Himself. Then Watts returns to the psalm, imitating the b e c o m e a s w h e n t h e
over 7,000 promises in the last sentence in verse 3 – “He comes to make His blessings flow/
summer fruit has been
Bible. There are hundreds Far as the curse is found.”
gathered, as when the
of them in which God says,
grapes have been gleaned:
Set to a tune by the greatest of all English composers, George
“I’ll help you if you let Me.” Friedrich Handel, “Joy to the World” can powerfully fill the heart
there is no cluster to eat,
One of the reasons why I with the joy of Christ’s coming, especially when sung standing with
no first-ripe fig that my soul
continually encourage you a congregation on Christmas Eve!
desires…7But as for me, I
to spend time in Scripture
will look to the Lord; I will
is so that you hear and trust
wait for the God of my salvation; my God will
all of God’s promises to you!
hear me” (Micah 7.1, 7).
I believe one reason why Mary, this young, peasant
girl, continued forward was because she believed the
promises of God. She knew them and she claimed
them. Elizabeth, upon hearing Mary call to her
said: “For behold, when the sound of your greeting
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the
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May you watch in hope for the Lord, and wait for God
your savior. I promise you—He will hear you and will
be with you, so that you, like Mary, will rejoice in God
your Savior!
May God’s grace and peace be with you!

Pastor Seth
The Vine

Winter Sermon Series

As we continue our church-wide theme this year on
Transformation through the renewal of our minds
(Romans 12.2), our weekly sermon and Compass
series’ continue to explore the transformative truths
of God’s Word as it empowers us for faithful living. As
we gather around God’s Word and Holy Sacraments
in Worship, we will examine:
“The _____ Who Stole Christmas” (December/
Advent/Christmas)
Every Christmas, I look forward to hearing Andy
Williams sing, “It’s the most wonderful time of the
year!” It is! The Christmas season is a time of happy
holiday music, sacred and secular, excitement, joy,
and anticipation. It is a wonderful time for the world
to be reminded of the true “reason for the season: the
birth of Jesus Christ!
And…it can also be a time that is difficult for many.
The hustle and bustle of Christmas planning and
celebrating can be stressful and, well, busy! Of
course we also know that the Christmas season can
be a struggle for those who have endured the loss of
a loved one; those in the midst of family conflicts; the
bad memories of past Christmas’, and a lonely time for
those who are away from family and/or are estranged
from family or friends.
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One of my favorite Christmas tales is “How the
Grinch Stole Christmas.” The famous story of how a
miserable, grumpy “being,” tried to make everyone’s
Christmas miserable by stealing the joy of Christmas!
The truth is: there are plenty of “Grinches” waiting
to steal our Christmas joy as well. In this Advent
and Christmas series, we look at some of the most
common things that can steal our joy during the
holidays while also remembering that Christ can
restore what circumstances, hurt, sin, and fear seek
to take.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

*December 2nd (Advent 1): “Stuff”
*December 9th (Advent 2): “Stress”
December 16th (Advent 3): “Sorrows”
December 23rd (Advent 4): “Struggles”
December 24th Christmas Eve: “Born for
You”
December 25th Christmas Day: “The Eternal
in Time”
December 30th: “The Father’s House”

*Audio is available online at redhillchurch.org
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As we explore the Gospel of Matthew,
and as disciples of Jesus in our time
and place, we will learn that, “Most
of all, Matthew probably functions as
a discipling manual, a “handbook”
of Jesus’ basic life and teaching,”3
empowering us to love and serve
God faithfully in our lives. Here is
an outline of the upcoming series:
• January 6th: (The Epiphany
of Our Lord) “The Beginning”
• January 13th: (Baptism
of Jesus) “The Baptism of
Jesus”
“The Gospel of Matthew” (January-February/
Epiphany)
In September, we began our ministry year with a
sermon series studying the first book of the Old
Testament, Genesis. We will begin the New Year
with a study of the first book of the New Testament,
the Gospel of Matthew. As a “gospel,” Matthew is
concerned with telling the story of the life, ministry,
teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ
who has redeemed and reconciled this world; this is
“good news” for all! The word translated, “good news”
is “Gospel,” which comes from the Greek: εὐαγγέλιον
(euagelion), literally, “A good report.” As Eugene Boring
notes, “The gospel was a message before it became
a book. The term is used by the early church for the
good news of the saving act of God in Jesus Christ.”1
According to New Testament scholar Craig Keener:
Matthew was a historian-biographer and
interpreter and not just a storyteller…Like other
writers, Matthew would follow one main source (in
this case Mark) and weave his other sources around
it…Matthew portrays Jesus in a variety of ways…as
a teacher…a prophet like Jeremiah…More important
than his portrayal of Jesus as teacher and prophet,
Matthew hails Jesus as the true king of Israel, that is,
the Messiah (Christ; 16:16-20).2
While the book of Matthew is “anonymous,” meaning
that in the text itself, no authorship is noted (which
is true for all four Gospels), tradition tells us that
Jesus’ apostle/disciple, Matthew Levi, the former taxcollector, was the author of this Gospel, written roughly
in 70 A.D. or later.
1
M. Eugene Boring. The New Interpreter’s Bible: The Gospel of
Matthew (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995).
2
Craig S. Keener. The Gospel of Matthew (Grand Rapids, Michigan:
William B. Eerdmans, 2009).
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• January 20th: “The First
Temptation”
• January 27th: “The Sermon on the Mount”
• February 3rd: “Healing the Sick”
• February 10th: “The Sign of Jonah”
• February 17th: “Step Out”
• February 24th: “The Good Life”
• March 3rd: (The Transfiguration of Our Lord)
“Transfiguration”
Worship is the heartbeat of the church and discipleship!
During the corporate Worship services, we are fed by
God’s Words and Holy Supper. As Scripture tells us:
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us
consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the day drawing near (Hebrews
10.23-25).
We encourage you to meet together with us in Worship
and to learn and grow with us as we strive to “stir up
one another to love and good works.” Looking forward
to seeing you in church!

3

Keener, The Gospel of Matthew.

The Vine

Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran Church:
“New Member Class: 101”

Why become a member of a church? It begins with
an understanding of why the church exists. The
church exists to display the glory of God because all
things exist for His glory. Additionally, it is through
the church that God gives His good gifts of Word
and Sacraments, so that we may be saved from sin,
death, and the devil. Jesus called His church to go
and make disciples, Baptizing and teaching all that
Jesus commanded (Mathew 28.19-20). This is the
mission of God through His church.

In the pages of Scripture, we hear that the church
of Jesus Christ described as the gathering of the
redeemed, the household of God (Ephesians 2:19),
the bride of Christ (Revelation 21:2, 9) and the body
of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-31). As Pastor and
theologian Mark Dever writes, “If the Bible is the
cornerstone of our church, then membership is the
cement that holds us all together. Both Christ and Paul
pointed us toward membership for our encouragement,
our protection, and our instruction.” At Red Hill, our
membership process is the beginning of this journey
toward connecting to the body of Christ and growing
as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
If you are not a member of a church, is God calling you
to commit to a church family where you can grow,
serve, and be a part of God’s plan to redeem and
reconcile this world? Or, maybe you are not a
Christian? Perhaps you have been searching
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and questioning and desiring to connect with God in
your life? The good news is God wants you!
If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining
Red Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions
about Christianity or the church, you are invited to join
us for the next “New Member Class: 101.”
“New Member Class: 101” examines the core
teachings of the Bible, the nature of the Christian faith,
the Lutheran understanding of the faith, and what it
means to be a member of this particular body of Christ,
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School.

The next “New Member Class: 101” will be on
Sunday, January 13th, 2019 from 11:30am to 2:00pm
in the Christian Life Center (CLC). Registration for
the class can be made on Sundays by marking your
Worship Response Card or by calling or emailing
Donna Kunz, at 714-544-3131 ext.100 or dkunz@
redhillchurch.org. Registration closes Wednesday,
January 9th, 2019
This class is in many ways an “adult Confirmation
class,” even if you are a member of Red Hill and would
like to learn more about our faith, and/or spend some
time reviewing our core beliefs, you are welcome
to attend!
We are looking forward to seeing you!
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study

“The Gospel of Luke” (December)
“The Christian Faith and the Founding of Our Country” (January)
“Foundations: The Basics of the Christian Faith” (February-March)
Wednesdays: 7:15 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
Prayer Chapel
Teacher: Pastor Seth
“The Gospel of Luke”
In the month of December, we will conclude our study
in the Gospel of Luke. As an ancient historian, Luke
researched the sources and stories about Jesus, for
the purpose of telling His story (His-story) of salvation,
hope, and healing of our lives! As we near the end of
Luke’s Gospel, we will study:
• Jesus has come for the least, last, and lost of
this world.
• The final week (Holy Week) of Jesus’ life
leading to the cross.
• Luke and the story of Easter.
• The end of Luke and the beginning of the new
creation!
You are invited to join us at any point in this study.
“The Christian Faith and the Founding of Our
Country” (Begins in January)
Is America a “Christian Nation?” Were the founding
fathers believers in Christ or, as some claim, merely
deists? Was the United States Constitution based on
the Bible? What does it mean to be an “American”
and a “Christian” today?
Join us as we examine these and other questions about
the origins of America and how the Bible generally, and
the Christian faith specifically, informed the faith of the
founders and ultimately contributed to the birth of the
United States of America. Specifically, we will study
the Scriptural texts, stories, and ideas that were used
to support the audacious risk of independence and to
establish a “land of the free and home of the brave!”
“Foundations: The Basics of the Christian Faith”
(Begins in February-March)
Jesus said: “Therefore everyone who hears
these words of mine and puts them into practice is like
a wised man who built his house on the rock. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew…
yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the
rock” (Matthew 7:24-25).
One way of building a solid foundation in our lives
is to understand and live out, the core truths of the
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Christian faith. These core truths are often referred
to as “Doctrine,” “Systematic Theology,” and/or
“Apologetics.” While these titles can be daunting,
and even brushed aside as the “stuff” only pastors
deal with, this is not so. Biblical and doctrinal truths
are the foundation upon which we build our lives so
that we are able to live lives of freedom, hope, and
contentment.
This study will explore ten, core doctrines of the
Christian faith that will build a solid foundation in our
lives as we understand and live out these truths of the
Christian faith. We will explore:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“The Bible: ‘God’s Word’ or a ‘Good Book?’”
“The Trinity: One God or Three?”
“The Trinity” Part 2
“The Trinity” Part 3
“Salvation: Saved not Just From Hell but For
Life!”
“Sanctification: Growing Up in Christ “
“Good and Evil”
“Heaven and Hell”
“The Church: The Word Proclaimed and the
Sacraments Administered”
“The Second Coming of Jesus”

Every week, the Wednesday morning Bible study
begins with Worship, as we sing some of the classic
songs of faith. We then pray together, lifting up to our
Heavenly Father our needs and the needs of others.
Finally, we dig into God’s Word as it is addressed to
us through Law and Gospel. This study is open to
men and women of all ages, and, if you don not know
much about the Bible—this is a perfect place for you!
Bring your Bible (if you do not have one, we’ll get one
for you)!
After the study at 8:00 a.m., those whose schedule
permits, gather at Coco’s Restaurant in Tustin for
breakfast and continuing conversation.
You are always welcome!
The Vine

First Communion

Five young people from Red Hill Lutheran Church and
School recently celebrated their First Communion on
December 2nd. First Communion is a very important
rite in the life of a Christian.
In Lutheran congregations, the age that young people
begin receiving Communion varies. First Communion
follows instruction on the meaning and purpose of the
Sacrament. Many Lutheran Churches hold the period
of instruction during a child’s 5th grade year. This age
is recommended because children are typically able
to understand the concepts on the topic. When a
Lutheran child receives Holy Communion for the
first time, he or she is supposed to understand
what the sacrament means. The most basic
teaching of the Lutheran Church is Luther’s Small
Catechism. At Red Hill, The Small Catechism
is taught to children preparing for their First
Communion. Article VI teaches that the most
important part of receiving the sacrament is the
belief and understanding of words such as “given
for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins.”
The bread is commonly a thin unleavened wafer. Red
Hill uses intinction, the dipping of the host into the
chalice of either wine or grape juice. Placing the host
in the hand of the communicant is practiced at Red Hill.
Communion is offered at both worship services every
Sunday. If you would like to know more about First
Communion, please contact the church office.

redhillchurch.org
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Disciple U

By Pastor Joel Kelly
We believe that one of our strengths as a community
of faith is our commitment to “deeper discipleship.”
Rather than a superficial spirituality, a “dumbing down”
of Biblical and theological truths, deeper discipleship
seeks to engage the real truths, commitments, and
questions of scripture, tradition, and theology, and
how this engagement intersects real life. Deeper
discipleship is the commitment to teach, equip, heal,
and encourage our members so that they can live
lives of integrity and hope, serving their neighbors in
the name of Jesus.
Ephesians 4 reminds us that one aspect of Christian
maturity involves learning the truths of Scripture,
understanding what we believe, and why what
we believe matters for daily life. In our relativistic
culture, where the culture’s definition of tolerance is
valued above truth, as disciples of Jesus, we must be
grounded in God’s Word “so that we may no longer be
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning,

by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ.” (Ephesians 4.14-15)
This passage also tells us that the role of the pastors
and teachers is “to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians
4:12) These two ideas are interrelated. Your learning
and growing in the Biblical truths found in Scripture
aren’t just for your own maturity, but for the building
up of the Body of Christ through ministry.
The program we have developed to train you as a
disciple who makes other disciples is called Disciple U.
Disciple U is an intentional, education-based program
designed to help our members learn and grow in their
faith through systematic study of the Bible, Theology,
Spiritual Formation, and Christian Living.

Bible Track
The Bible Track will help you discover the overarching story of Scripture so that you can see how Christ
is revealed from Genesis to Revelation. This track offers overview classes of each Biblical Era, as well as
in-depth individual book studies. In addition, students will learn how we got the Bible and how to study the
Bible for themselves.
Bible Basics			Beginner
The Story of Scripture
Beginner/Intermediate
Recommend completion of Bible Basics
Book Studies 		Beginner/Intermediate
				
Recommend completion of Story of Scripture

Theology Track
The Theology track is designed to equip students with proficiency in the theology as well as in depth
studies of Red Hill’s theological distinctives. Those who complete this learning track will be better prepared
to engage the Scriptures and understand the “whole counsel of God.”
Small Catechism		 Beginner
Here We Stand		 Intermediate
Recommend completion of Small Catechism
The Confessions		
Advanced
Recommend completion of Here We Stand
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Spiritual Formation Track
Spiritual formation in the life of a Christian is experiencing the life of Christ being formed within a person so
that there is an increasing manifestation of Christ-likeness and inner wholeness. The Spiritual Formation
track is designed to help students fulfill our vision of becoming emotionally healthy disciples of Jesus Christ.
Disciplines for Disciples			Beginner
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality		
Beginner 		
Emotionally Healthy Relationships
Intermediate
Requires completion of EHS

Leadership/Christian Living Track
The Leadership/Christian Living track is designed to prepare students who are mature in the faith to share
and live out their faith as local missionaries of the Gospel. Through understanding and using their Spiritual
Gifts, students are empowered to serve in and beyond the local church.
Finding My Fit			Beginner
Everyday Evangelism		 Beginner
Mentoring				Intermediate
Requires completion of Bible Basics, EHS, and EHR
Teaching the Faith			
Advanced
Requires completion of Bible Track and Finding My Fit
2019 Class Offerings
Forgiveness*				
Teaching the Faith			
Everyday Evangelism			
Emotionally Healthy Relationships
Disciplines for Disciples		
Bible Book Studies			

Winter 2019
Winter 2019
Spring 2019
Spring 2019
Spring 2019
Ongoing

*Elective

redhillchurch.org
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Red Hill’s Youth and Family Ministries are Lighting it Up!
See For Yourself!
By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministries

One of the best parts of Red Hill Lutheran Church &
School is the clear love and support it has for youth
and children. Seeing the preschool and school as
direct ministry partners and outreach opportunities,
makes it a joy to partner with the incredible teachers
and parents in this place! As you will see from the
photo section of this publication, our Youth and Family
Ministry program has a vibrant and relational approach
to each area of ministry! We thought we might share
a little of what each of our team has been focused on.
Carmen Gogosha is our ages 0-5 Coordinator. She
has been working hand in hand with preschool
teachers and parents of preschoolers to build bridges
and host neat events like our recent park playdate.
Carmen has been working to build a partnership with
our local Lifeway store as well. Did you know they
offer story time for families of little ones?

Beth Stoffregen is the coordinator of all things
Elementary age! She is our newest teammate, and
has been working to get to know children and parents
alike! Beth has been calling parents and setting up
coffee dates, so if you haven’t had the chance to meet
her, connect with her soon. After all, it’s Eggnog Latte
season at Starbucks!

sometimes silly stage that is middle school is evident
and Wednesday night youth group games are
definitely a whole lot of fun.
My focus is on High School Ministry. Once students
head into high school, their world opens up and this
is both a good and scary thing!  I strive to be off
campus most nights and weekends, checking in with
students and their friends over coffee or ice cream,
or attending their events including sports, musicals,
mock trial competitions or anything else in which these
amazing students
are involved.
The Small Group
Leaders in high
school are involved
in the lives of these
students as well,
connecting with
them during the
week to pray for
them and check in.
High school students
have been making a
difference through
servant events locally and nationally this year. This
summer 10 powerhouse young women worked hard
to help people affected by Hurricane Harvey. Our high
school youth group filled Operation Christmas Child
boxes recently, and other students have been involved
in helping groups like Lutheran Bible Translators with
their luncheon here at Red Hill to spread the word
about this important ministry.

Phil Gaylor coordinates
the Middle School
ministry. He and Pastor
Seth partner in this
area; Pastor Seth leads
Confirmation instruction,
and Phil is the Bible
teacher in the school.
His love for the fun and
Page 14
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This generation is intent on making their mark in the
world, and our particular group of students are making
a mark for Christ in their schools through groups like
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, as well as non-profit
groups like The Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts! Many
of our high school students give back right here at
Red Hill in leading Children’s and Middle School
small groups. It is a wonderful gift to have so many
amazing students!
I am also partnering with Thrivent and all of the
women’s Bible circles and studies to begin a College
Ministry care package program. Studies show twothirds of Christian, young adults start college as
believers but graduate not claiming a faith.  I am
passionate about helping to create lifelong learners
and believers in Christ, and I know that the church
is the place that care and community are lived out in
real ways. If you are interested in helping with this
brand new ministry area (and we definitely could use
the help!!) please connect with me.
As you can see, we LOVE kids of all ages! We all
fervently hope you will pray over the areas of our
ministry as you look at some of the photos from our
recent fall adventures! We have been so blessed with
incredible students and families - and we know that
there are so many others who aren’t yet believers, or
who haven’t found a faith community like Red Hill. As
you read through this information, and look at the many
photographs of the amazing times we share, please
know that you and your kids are welcome to join us!
Please join us in praying for the Spirit to move in the
hearts of families in our community. Please pray for
wisdom, energy and joy for the Youth and Family
Ministry team. Please pray specifically for us and our
families, as we serve God in this place.

redhillchurch.org
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HS leader and YFM Director Shelli Haynes loves to visit
students doing the things they love to do!
The photos you see make it look as though ministry to
high school students is nothing but fun all the time! We
are thrilled to have so many opportunities to hang out and
engage students on and off our church campus, but each
event we plan is done with two thoughts in mind: First,
we want to make sure these students know that they were
created lovingly and purposefully and God loves them
completely! Second, we want them to have a connection
to each other and to our church through Pastors, staff,
and dedicated Small Group Leaders so whenever they
feel adrift or need help - they will have a place to turn.
We have begun to see students not only make use of
this connection, but also invite their unchurched and
dechurched friends to come and join our conversation!
Please join us in prayer for all of our students! The world
they are growing up in is anxious, nerve wracking, fast
paced, and even a bit scary! Imagine navigating all of
that while also figuring out puberty!
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Red Hill’s Family Resource Library

By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
Parenting and Grandparenting is an exciting adventure,
but it can be downright scary sometimes. So often we
are running around ragged from our schedules and
our kids’ schedules, and other times we really question
what the right move would be in a particular situation.
Sometimes families experience “earthquake events”
that are unplanned like bullying, and at other times
they have events they know are coming (like puberty)
but feel unprepared to navigate them.
We see ministry to children and students as ministry to
the whole family. Our focus is on partnering with you
as parents and grandparents in order that all together,
we might gift our kids and youth with more faithful
voices pointing them toward Jesus and reminding
them of the promises of God.
We are so excited to offer all parents and grandparents
a Family Resource Library built beautifully by our own
Mr. Chuck Rogers! You may have seen the gorgeous,
rolling bookshelf as you walk into church! Well, just
like many of us – this library is much more than just
a pretty face!
The books on the shelves are there intentionally and
are meant to be read - so please take a moment to
stop at the library and check out a book.

God created each of us for relationship and community.
Please do not think that you have to do the parenting
thing alone - we so much want to partner with you and
help you navigate through all phases! If you have
questions about any of the resources we offer, please
connect with me.

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS 2019
June 10 to 14
9:00am - 12:15pm

Vacation Bible school is the largest outreach opportunity to our community of preschool kids to sixth graders.
This event is great for many reasons. First, VBS is an intentional opportunity to present the Gospel in a
simple and fun way through music, teaching and activities. Second, VBS can reignite a child’s excitement
and commitment to the Lord for our kids that already know and love Jesus. Our VBS is the first one in the
community and does not conflict with other local churches. This allows for children to attend more than one
VBS during the summer and lets the Holy Spirit work in their lives through the volunteers serving them that
week. To put on a wonderful experience for 250 kids, we need 90 volunteers from 7th grade and beyond.
If you would like to serve before or during the week, please reach out to director, Carmen Gogosha at
cgogosha@redhillchurch.org and she will add you to her interest list.
redhillchurch.org
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The Blessings of Emotional and Spiritual Health
By Verl Harnapp

With the Christmas holiday season upon us, we are
met with challenges as to what we view as important
and how we convey that message to our friends and
families. When I look at my life and my emotional
and spiritual health, I think about where God was at
work during the times in my life when I had the most
uncertainty.
From birth, I was raised in a Christian family. My
parents grew up on family farms in Kansas and
Nebraska and so most of my relatives are farmers,
pastors, or teachers. I know that growing up with
strong examples of Christian values helped me to
always value my relationship with God. When you
are raised Lutheran and your relatives on both sides
are all Lutherans, it is easy to get a myopic view of
Christianity and the church. It probably wasn’t until
I met my wife Jean that God expanded my view of
His Church. Jean’s family was raised Church of God
and had differing views on baptism, communion, and
worship style. After we were married, we decided to
attend two churches together (one Lutheran and one
Church of God). God blessed us with two remarkable
church families. We became active members in both
from serving on boards, call committees, choir, and
being involved in Sunday school. Often times, we
attended two services each Sunday morning.
In 1999, we were blessed with a beautiful daughter
Dana. It was a couple of years after that that Jean
was diagnosed with breast cancer. I think the support
we received from our families and especially from our
church families showed me in a personal way what
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Jesus intended when He instituted His church. God
provided amazing doctors, nurses, and medicines and
Jean’s cancer went into remission. It was the answer
to a lot of prayer.
A couple of years later, Jean and I were forced to
address the situation that both of our companies were
closing their offices in Columbus and we would both
lose our jobs if we didn’t relocate. After much prayer
and discussion, we felt led to leave Ohio for California

The Vine

with Jean’s job. We knew we wanted a Christian
education for our now kindergarten-age daughter and
were looking for schools in Irvine and South Orange
County. One day we happened to be driving around
the area down Red Hill when we saw there was a
Lutheran church with a school. We stopped in and
took a tour and shortly thereafter, enrolled Dana in
RHLS. I am continually amazed of the great school
and church to which God led us.
Within the first year after we had moved to California,
Jean’s cancer returned. I don’t know how people go
through life not being supported by other Christians.
The support we received from the people of Red
Hill Lutheran Church and School was at times
overwhelming. I am a strong believer in prayer and
there were innumerable people in both California and
Ohio praying for Jean. She was able to go through
weekly chemo infusion treatments with almost no side
effects or nausea. Except for some fatigue every now
and then, she was responding well and her oncologist
could not get over how well she was handling the
treatments.
It was now 2010, and one day Jean was feeling a little
tired so we set up an appointment with the doctor to
get some vitamin infusion and review her last scan.
I have never felt a more clear answer to prayer than
when we went into the office and the doctor told us
Jean had four to six weeks to live. (God’s answers
are not always yes.) After the initial shock, we came
to realize what a gift it was to have that time; to visit
with friends and family and to get things in order. Four
weeks later, Jean passed away at home.

an interest in building their relationship with God.
There are so many distractions kids face today that
I didn’t have when I was growing up. (We had three
TV channels, no internet, no cell phones, and our one
video game was PONG!) It is important to offer them
an environment where they can feel a part of God’s
church and to experience His love and acceptance
from other Christian friends, teachers, adults, and
pastoral staff. It is always amazing to me to see
church members who make it their ministry to serve
the youth of Red Hill when they do not currently have
any kids involved in the programs. The hope is that we
are building them up in their spiritual lives by modeling
what it means to be a part of a church family.
I pray that during the coming year, you can find ways
to look outside of yourself to see where God is working
in your life and how He might use you to his Glory!

Editor’s Note: Verl Harnapp has been such a
blessing to Red Hill and to our Youth. Verl will
be moving to Alabama at the first of the year. He
is engaged to Felicia and will be beginning a new
chapter in his life’s journey. We will miss Verl, but
wish him all the best!

I have spent my life thinking I “knew” God and trusted
Him, but when you lose a spouse and are suddenly
a single dad with an 11-year-old daughter, and no
family west of Nebraska, you learn an entirely new
level of trust. Again, God provided the people of His
church for me and Dana. I learned to see how God
was working in our lives daily.
When I look at my emotional health, it depends so
much on how I am connected to other Christians.
I have been blessed in my life to be able to serve
others and to be served by others. God can use me
with my experiences to minister to other people who
may be going through something similar. Recently,
I have had the privilege of serving as a Small Group
Leader with the High School youth and also to be
involved with the Children’s Sunday School program.
I find it exciting to see kids and teenagers who have
redhillchurch.org
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Biblical Community - The Challenges of Emotional Health
By Angela Calderon, Small Groups Coordinator

Christmas and the onset of a New Year tends to be
a time of reflection. As the passing year comes to
a close, the New Year holds the promise of a fresh
beginning. As I reflect on my place in ministry for
Red Hill, I’m reminded of how far I’ve come since I
felt the tug on my heart to serve and dedicate all that
I have in my life to God. I believe God led me into
the ministry of biblical community because I often
struggle with feelings of being unaccepted, excluded
and sometimes worthless and unloved. I desperately
yearned to believe that God loved me and wanted
me to experience the abundant life He promised.
I will admit, in the beginning, I think I used “doing”
ministry to feel included - to feel like I was mixing with
Christian friends and this somehow made me believe
I was closer to God.
Outside of church
though I could
quickly be taken in
by the world around
me and lose sight
of God’s promise,
exhibiting some
behaviors that were
reflective of some
of the non-believers
that were typically
around me. Author
Brene Brown writes
in her book, The Gifts of Imperfection, “From gangs to
gossiping, we’ll do what it takes to fit in if we believe it
will meet our need for belonging. But it doesn’t. We can
only belong when we offer our most authentic selves
and when we’re embraced for who we are. (p. 27)” 1
I was on the hunt for my “authentic self” though I didn’t
really know that language when I started. As the
recent Emotionally Healthy Class outlined, working
for God can sometimes really be running from God.
No longer viewing myself as just a class attendee, I
started planning for events and began studying for the
various small groups I facilitated, I in-turn started to
really “hear” the messages being delivered by each of
the various authors or speakers and began to realize
my inner soul was not changing, even though I was
busy “doing” ministry. I found I was still struggling,
living a life of discontent, blaming God for all that I
thought was wrong in my life - because I wanted so
much more than I had - and my outer life often showed
what my inner heart was feeling. I certainly didn’t see

myself as one who could “give testimony to the hope
that is found in Christ” yet I couldn’t quit, something
kept me seeking. I never stopped asking God to teach
me and help me find His way so that His grace would
be enough, as He promised.
As my journey moved on and through the various
studies and groups I participated in over time, I began
to share my real story and the shame of those times
that kept me separated from God’s love; my “gifts
of imperfection”. The periods of leading a prodigal
lifestyle, admitting I was that women at the well that
Jesus exposed and lovingly challenged to go and sin
no more. As I trusted God to provide a safe space
where I could be vulnerable and authentic, yet still
be accepted by my
fellow Christian
friends, I began to
truly grow closer
to Him. My eyes
began to open and
reveal the truth
about myself, and
finding my true
identity and value
in who He created
me to be. These
groups helped
nurture a feeling of
being okay with my uniqueness, leading me to the
assurance that I had to prove nothing, and gave me
a better understanding of what it means to be a child
of God. Coming from a childhood with an abusive
father, I discovered that I didn’t trust God at all. I
feared Him but didn’t “know” His love. It’s true what
they say; He will gently guide you until you are ready.
It has taken many years to get to where I am today.
Through a few special Christian sisters, my patient
husband, our wonderful pastors, the EHS study, and
some Immanuel journaling and prayer, I’ve been able
to begin to experience a deeper soul healing. I was
able to break free and open my heart to trust again.
Another point Brene Brown shares in her book
Daring Greatly that I found to be very powerful, is
the following: “Vulnerability is not weakness, and
the uncertainty, risk, and emotional exposure we
face every day are not optional. Our only choice is a
question of engagement. Our willingness to own and
engage with our vulnerability determines the depth of

1 Brown, B. (n.d.). The gifts of imperfection.
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our courage and the clarity of our purpose; the level
to which we protect ourselves from being vulnerable
is a measure of our fear and disconnection.”2
We all have periods of guilt and shame of some kind
in our lives. Through my journey, I have learned that
staying connected in community through small groups
helps me to continue to grow and fully trust in Jesus’s
promises; that he came to help the broken, and provide
a way to heal the hurts that we endure whether or not
they were done to us, or by us.
Thankfully, God is very determined. As the song
says His “Grace will win” every time. I am a living
example of His pursuit, and constant love and grace.
Oh, I still struggle but far less intensely or as often.
He continues to provide me with pathways to small
groups, emotionally healthy studies and people who
will speak His truth into my life, even when I cannot
hear it myself. Thus, when the demons of insecurity
creep up, I have the tools and the companions that
can be the hands and feet of Jesus reminding me that
his grace always wins, no matter what. Each one of
us has value and can be a part of His kingdom if we
are willing to walk in his ways through worship, study
and small groups that share real life experiences. My
real healing began as I started to serve and share
with others. I am grateful to be a part of the ministry
of biblical community so that God can use my story
to help others who are ready to embrace their lives,
both the good and the bad parts, and connect more
deeply with Him in love and grace. As Pastor Seth
often teaches us, change in our world can’t happen
until each of us deals with what’s really in our hearts
and ask God to mold us so that we are better imitators
of Christ. Let us embrace our imperfections and take
heart in knowing that we are truly loved by Him, in
spite of our own insecurities so that we, in turn, can
better understand and feel compassion and love for
others who also have imperfections.

Various Small Groups, Studies and Service
Opportunities
For information about opportunities to connect, reach
out to me at acalderon@redhillchurch.org
or check out the groups listed on Realm.
IMPORTANT CHANGE
Street Team - Service Times
There has been a change at the courtyard in Santa
Ana. Effective immediately, The Street Team’s service
day is Wednesday. The Street Team meets in the Red
Hill parking lot at 4:15 and carpools to the service site.
Contact Bill Calderon to sign up at wecalderon@ca.rr.
com or (714) 878-2691.

I am blessed by a life shared with all of you!

2 Brown, B. (2015). Daring greatly. 1st ed. New York, NY: Avery, p.2.
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Opposite page and this page from top: Children’s chorus
singing on Reformation Sunday; Red Hill’s choir singing a
special song with the Children’s Choir; Oktoberfest celebration following the Reformation worship service included
bobbing for apples and a pumpkin decorating contest! This
Page: Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes being delivered
to the altar during Wednesday morning Chapel.

Left: Members
and guests
really got into
decorating the
pumpkins!.

redhillchurch.org
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The Women of Red Hill enjoy the annual Women’s Event on
December 8th.
The event featured breakfast, fellowship, creating a special Christmas
ornament and an informative guest speaker.
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Lutheran Teachers Conference
Fellowship, Faith and Professional Development
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal

Red Hill Lutheran School teachers recently attended
the Lutheran Educators Conference (LEC) at
The Westin Mission Hills, in Rancho Mirage, CA,
November 18th through the 20th. The LEC 2018 theme
was Living Stones, based on 1 Peter 2:5.  The keynote
speaker was Dr. David Kinnaman, president of Barna
Group (started in 1984, the Barna Group is a leading
research organization focused on the intersection
of faith and culture). Dr. David Kinnaman is a
renowned author, researcher, and speaker.  Several
RHLS teachers including Lisa Tarkoff, Matt Smith,
and Jamie Hernandez, each presented at different
breakout workshops as part of this conference that
was attended by over 900 Lutheran teachers in the
Pacific Southwest District (PSD) as well as those in
the Northern California, Nevada, and Hawaii District
(CNH).
Lisa Tarkoff presented Project-Based Learning:
Showing God’s Love through an Integrated Language
Arts and Philanthropy Unit. Lisa shared how to
implement a standards-based project-based learning
unit that focuses on literature, argument writing,
debate, documentary video filmmaking, public service

announcements, and service learning. Attendees
were shown how to guide students to put their faith
into action while developing high-level learning skills
of critical thinking, collaboration, communication, and
creativity.
Jamie Hernandez presented Whole Brain Teaching
as an instructional system approach designed toward
maximizing student engagement and focusing on
the way the brain is really designed to learn. Jamie
shared how this method combines effective classroom
management and student engagement and is used at
every level of instruction, preschool through college.
Matt Smith’s sessions were about how he uses
Project Based Learning (PBL) in Middle School to
Invest and Engage all Students. Matt shared about
his experience in teaching that has taught him which
lessons students remember in any given year. Matt
explained why it’s not “direct instruction on multiplying
decimals” that gets students excited. Matt shared how
Project Based Learning lessons provide awesome
ways to engage and invest students in the content
while allowing teachers to assess progress towards
learning goals.

Lisa Tarkoff presents Project Based Learning.

Jaime Hernandez shares whole brain technology at conference

redhillchurch.org

Matt Smith demonstrates how he uses PBL in middle school.
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RHLS Preschool - Planting the Seeds For Transformation
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

Our preschool is currently in the process of creating a certifiable
butterfly garden on our Yard 2 playground. About three years ago,
our garden was remodeled, and we began integrating our fall and
spring learning into the plants and foods we planted. Some classes
planted seeds to grow foods such as carrots, lettuce, tomatoes and
strawberries. The children were able to harvest these fruits and
vegetables and serve them to the preschool classroom pets. This
year as we prepare for our accreditation renewal process, we have
decided to transform ‘God’s Garden’ into a butterfly garden. The
children learned that there are about 170 species of butterflies in
Southern California and a critical need for host plants that butterflies
use for nectar. Butterfly host plants provide a place for butterflies to lay
their eggs and serve in turn as the food plant (host) for the caterpillar
(larval) stage. Without these plants, the species can diminish. Each
classroom planted a different host or nectar plant to attract a different
species of butterfly. It is our hope that with discernment and prayer,
our garden will attract a bountiful amount of butterflies throughout
this school year! If we are successful, our preschool will be granted
the Butterfly Garden Certification through the North America Butterfly
Association (NABA) Certification Program.
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Astrocamp – 6th grade Outdoor Education Trip and 7th Grade Catalina Trip
By Mark Wakita, Middle School Science Teacher

In March of 2019, RHLS 6th graders will head to
Astrocamp for an outdoor education trip that is truly
out of this world! Astrocamp is located on an incredible
property in Idyllwild, surrounded by pristine forests
and a magical night sky! It’s an inspiring setting for
students to explore the marvels of our physical world
and truly experience the intentionality with which God
created our universe.
Astrocamp offers RHL students a variety of opportunities
to explore physical science in a truly memorable and
hands-on way. A handful of the classes students will get
to choose from include
Building and Launching
Rockets. During
these back-to-back
sessions, students
learn the science of
a e rodyn a mic s a n d
propulsion, and design
and build their own
rocket from a 2-liter
bottle. This rocket is then put to the test on the
Astrocamp launch-pads, where student projectile
flight times are recorded to approximate the height of

their rockets’ apex.
Student groups will
also be challenged
to design and build a
landing mechanism
for a cosmic lander,
and test it on one
of several simulated
planetary surfaces.  
Additionally, students
explore properties of
gravity, electricity,
lights and lasers,
and atmosphere and gases, all through a series of
experiments and demonstrations.
As a first time attendee of Astrocamp last year, I
cannot wait to return in March. One of the most
impressive characteristics of Astrocamp is the quality
of their camp counselors. It struck me that every
counselor at Astrocamp either had a degree in physics,
astrophysics, astronomy, or a combination of those.
It was humbling and inspiring to learn from so many
brilliant individuals who simply enjoy sharing the
wonders of our earth with young minds!

“My favorite activity was snorkeling
because I got to see and hold so many
ocean creatures that I didn’t know about
or have seen. It was cool to see how
many things live so close to the shore.”
7th Grader, Catalina 2018
Catalina Island, California – Just
a short boat ride away is a scenic
adventure-filled getaway for the
7th grade students. Coming this
March, 18th through 20th, Red Hill
Lutheran School 7th graders have
the opportunity to embark on an
outdoor education trip that mixes
fun, fellowship, and education on
Catalina Island.
The Catalina event is a highly anticipated trip that gives students the opportunity to learn about God’s work
on the stars, the Pacific Ocean, and the wildlife on the island. This educational opportunity combines fun
activities such as kayaking, hiking, a high ropes course, and snorkeling. Finally, the trip also provides
an unforgettable bonding time for the students as they share new experiences. With good food, fun, and
fellowship, it is definitely one of the highlights of the 7th grade year.

redhillchurch.org
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Music at Red Hill Lutheran School

By Dr. Linda Brown, Organist, Bell Choir Dir., Children’s Choir Dir., School Music Teacher
Singing in Harmony is the theme in the choral music
groups at Red Hill Lutheran School this season. I am
pleased to say that even our Kindergarten students are
learning to sing in parts, and wait until you hear our
upper graders! I am also pleased to say that I have
been working with several of our talented students
who play the piano to prepare them to accompany
our singers.  
All grades will be singing in their grade level Christmas
programs in December, and in future Chapels too.
On November 9th,
our After-School
Enrichment Musical
Theatre class
presented “Tall
Tales and Heroes” to
a wonderfully
responsive audience.
The show had parts to feature every single cast
member, and it was a great way to teach our students
about Paul Bunyan, Molly Pitcher, Johnny Appleseed,
Davy Crockett and Calamity Jane. This class met
every Tuesday afternoon from 3:15-4:40 and was
taught by Deana Occhipinti and Linda Brown. The
second Trimester Show preparation will begin on
Tuesday December 4, and the show is Oh, Jonah,
about, well, you know what it’s about! All Red Hill
Lutheran students, Kindergarten through Fifth grade,
are invited to enroll.

The after-school Church Choir sang in Church
on Reformation Sunday in a service based on
Luther’s Small Catechism. They learned the Ten
Commandments through song, and also sang with
the Chancel Choir in a rousing rendition of “A Mighty
Fortress.”

Page 28

This choir meets after school on Thursday from 4:155:15 in the Youth Hall. All children in Kindergarten
through fifth grade are welcome to join us, and middle
school students are welcome to come and assist Dr.
Brown as the “Choir Scholars.”

RHLS Instrumental Music Students are
Showcasing Their Talents!
By Ben Hunter, Music Teacher

Thank you to everyone who attended our Angels Band
Night in September! We are excited to announce that
we have committed to performing again next year,
so mark your calendars for September 28th, 2019,
RHLS Angels Band Night. Apart from this year’s band
night, our Concert Band also performed some spooky
music as students and parents arrived to school on
Halloween morning before chapel.  
This Spring, String Orchestra will be performing in
Red Hill’s sanctuary for our Class Act Family Night
on Monday, March 11th.  
Our Handbell Ensemble will be participating in
Concordia University Irvine’s Young Ringers Handbell
Invitational on Saturday, March 16th. At this
invitational, the students will perform for a collegiate
handbell professor and then perform in an afternoon
concert with other young handbell ensembles from
across Southern California.
Our 5th grade band students have been working hard
and look forward to performing in our Christmas show.
After the Christmas show, our 5th grade students will
be digging deeper as they learn part music on their
instruments and play as a full ensemble as well as
small chamber groups. The culmination of their efforts
will be displayed at Orange Lutheran’s Art Fest on
Friday, evening March 22nd, 2019 as they perform
on the beautiful stage in the Nechita Performing Arts
Center.  
The morning after the Orange Lutheran Arts Fest, our
String Orchestra and Concert Band will be back at
OLu performing in OLu’s Youth Instrumental Festival
where they will perform in front of both an audience
and judges. These judges are professional musicians
that will give them a written critique and a hands-on
clinic after they perform.

The Vine

Red Hill Lutheran School
is a Class Act School!
“Symphonic Storytelling”
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Our school has been selected to be part of Pacific Symphony’s Class Act program
for 2018-2019!

This year our Pacific Symphony Class Act musician will be Ian McKinnell who plays the cello.
Our students will get to experience several exciting events this year as part of our Class Act year, including:

OUR CLASS ACT EVENTS
PRELUDE ASSEMBLIES:
CLC – Fellowship Hall

Monday, Jan. 28, 8:45-9:15am (Kindergarten – 4th grades)
Monday, Jan. 28, 9:30-10:00am (5th – 8th grades)

CLASSROOM LESSONS:
CLC – Fellowship Hall

February 11th – March 11th (one lesson per class)
th

FAMILY NIGHT CONCERT: Tuesday, March 12 , 6:30 pm (includes RHLS String Orchestra)
RHL Sanctuary
th

INTERACTIVE MUSICAL EXPERIENCE (IME): Tuesday, March 26 , 8:45-9:15am (Kindergarten’s)
CLC – Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, March 26th, 9:30-10:00am (1st Grades)
YOUTH CONCERT:
Segerstrom Concert Hall

Monday, April 29th, 10-11am (2nd – 8th grades)

BRAVO ASSEMBLY:
RHL Sanctuary

Friday, May 31st, 9-10am (All grades & parents)

If you would like to find out more about Class Act at our school, or become more involved and volunteer at
our Class Act events, contact:




Mrs. Chantey Darling, cdarling@redhillschool.org 714-713-2996
Mrs. Liz Weber, lweber@redhillschool.org 714-544-3132 xt. 117
RHLS School Office, rhlsoffice@redhillschool.org 714-544-3132

redhillchurch.org
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RHLS Performing Arts
By Ms. Deana Occhipinti

The Performing Arts have been ALIVE and BUSY at
RHLS this fall! Students in 5th grade, Middle School
Drama and Middle School Dance had the privilege of
traveling to Orange Lutheran High School to watch a
production of “The Wizard of Oz.”
There, they got to see their weekly drama lessons in
action, and participate in a “talk back” question and
answer session with the cast and director. It was super
fun cheering on RHLS alumni, Abby Van Hoak, as well.
The NEW Praise and Movement Middle School Dance
elective has added SPIRIT, LEADERSHIP and JOY to
the RHLS campus. They lead worship motions weekly
in chapel, and have performed in the Tustin Tiller Days
Parade (with Praise Band), RHLS Fall Pep Rally (with
Concert Band), and in the Middle School Christmas
Concert (with both Concert Band and Drama Class).
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Middle School Drama has jumped “head first” into
new Musical Theater curriculum, and showed off their
progress in the hilarious Christmas Comedy, “The
North Pole’s Got Talent.”
Students in preschool through 5th grade have been
progressing through drama lessons, learning about
topics like voice, diction, character, setting, emotion,
and objective and tactics.
They will be taking the stage later this month in their
Christmas productions, “Bethlehem....NOTHING ever
happens here!” (3rd-5th grades) and “The Mysterious
Anima” (Kinder-2nd grades).
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September Events

On September 7th, RHLS kicked off our Families First
events, with our Welcome Back BBQ. This was the second
year in a row we had a Luau theme for the families to enjoy.
We had over 400 RHLS students and family members join
us, including many RHLS alumni. Families enjoyed a hula
performance, a tasty treat from the Kona Ice truck, and even
rode on a surfing simulator, while Pastor Joel, and the Red
Hill Lutheran Church Men’s Group barbecued hot dogs and
hamburgers for all!
September 16th was our second annual Angels Band
Night. The RHLS Concert Band, under the direction of Music
Director, Mr. Ben Hunter, performed with other local schools
before the Angels vs. Mariners game. They did an amazing
job performing the National Anthem, and were even featured on the big screen! We sold almost 300 tickets
in support of Mr. Hunter and our music program.

October Events

Saturday, October 6th, Red Hill Lutheran School entered
the Tustin Tiller Days Parade. This year’s float, based on
this year’s school theme, “Transformed”, was designed by
RHLS Art Teacher Mrs. Carla Chun and brought to life by
many parents (special artistic design/vision by Mrs. Vera
Jirjis) and students. The final touches were added to the
float on Friday, October 5th, at our Families First ‘Float
& Glow’ event, featuring root beer floats and glow sticks,
while games and music were enjoyed by all. In addition to
sharing the Gospel message and theme of Transformed,
based on Romans 12.2, with many residents and friend
along the Tustin Tiller Days Parade route through Old
Tustin the float took the 1st place trophy this year! Next stop, Pasadena and the Rose Parade on January 1st!

November Events

On November 9th, we had our second biggest fundraiser
of the school year - the 2nd Annual Eagle FUN Run! This
year, we partnered with Boosterthon to make our Fun Run
better than ever! This exciting change had a wonderful
and positive impact on our school, as students learned
character traits, and fitness tips. They also brought in
$23,000 for new school technology, including a 3D printer
for our STEAM lab.
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Calais Darling adds syrup
to her shaved ice at the Welcome Back Luau, Sydney
Jones surfs, Principal Paul
Marquardt poses in the photo
booth with wife, Meg
(Left) Mr. Ben Hunter with
RHLS Concert Band makes
it on the big screen at the
Angel Game

Our thermometer rises as the students
earn pledges for the Eagle Run, Concert
Band plays the National Anthem at Angel Stadium, Ava Booy ready to take the
field pre-game
(Below right to left)
RHLS students walk in the Tustin Tiller
Days Parade, RHLS families pose in
from of our Award Winning Transformed
Float

redhillchurch.org
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One Nation, Under God

His-Story Comes Alive for Red Hill Lutheran School 8th Graders
By Jennifer Brenner

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his
heritage” (Psalm 33:12).
Those words could not ring more true for the 40plus Red Hill Lutheran School students and parent
chaperones who accompany faculty, and often our
very own Pastor Seth, on the annual 8th grade east
coast trip to Washington DC and New York City. During
their 8th grade year in class, students learn about
U.S. History from a Christian perspective, discovering
evidence of God throughout His-Story. The trip allows
students to see, first hand, His purpose, His plan
and His provision throughout history coupled with
creating memories with classmates that last a lifetime.
Whether it’s visiting the homes of Thomas Jefferson at
Monticello or George Washington at Mount Vernon, or
being swept back into Colonial times in Williamsburg,
Virginia, our students understand our country’s rich,
Christian heritage. Students also honor those who
have served, fought and died for our earthly freedoms
at many of the D.C. memorials while recognizing that
we are set eternally free through Jesus Christ and the
ultimate sacrifice He paid for us.

Another special opportunity includes four of our students
being able to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier which is an incredible honor bestowed upon
only a small percentage of Americans. At Arlington
National Cemetery, we choose to visit Section 60,
where the most current soldiers have been lost. We
participate in a beautiful, prayerful experience in
which our students select a soldier to pray for in the
moment and then take a picture of the tombstone to
later research that soldier’s story and continue praying
for the family throughout the year. We have also been
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blessed to speak with
Tomb Soldier Guards
over the years and in
doing so, our students
take the opportunity at the
end of that time to boldly
pray for that soldier in
the Amphitheater. Other
prayer opportunities
occur while visiting the
Pentagon Memorial and
while standing in front
of the White House to
pray together for our
nation’s leaders. What an
amazing affirmation of living out our faith through the
power of prayer! Our students continue to see God’s
grace, mercy and love in the midst of sheer terror
and chaos while visiting the 9/11 Memorial in New
York City. To see up close the steel beam cross that
remained standing amidst the ashes of the crumbled
Twin Towers leaves an impression of God’s mighty
presence etched in our students’ minds forever.
On our 2019 trip, we can hardly wait to return to the
Museum of the Bible which opened in 2017 and offers
incredible insight into early biblical times and a closer
look at the impact of the Bible around the world from
ancient to modern times. This is a highlight of our trip
as students experience being immersed in first century
Nazareth with live Bible characters, seeing pages from
the Gutenberg Bible, exploring the Bible specifically in
relation to American History, and taking a wild 3D ride
“soaring” over DC to see biblical imagery all over the
city from an aerial perspective. Did you know a relief
portrait of Moses hangs over the gallery doors of the
House chambers in the U.S. Capitol and his is the only
full face view to carefully watch over the proceedings
there? Did you realize that the Ten Commandments
are found in many federal buildings across D.C. as
are numerous Bible verses that can be seen within the
walls of the Washington Monument? While on this five
minute ride, students “virtually visit” twelve landmark
sites across the city to pinpoint 15 different scriptures
that are woven into the tapestry of Washington, D.C.
It is a great experience when students actually go to
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those City sites later on in the tour and are able to
point out biblical text or images, further affirming God’s
presence in our nation’s capital.
Students come back from this trip transformed in many
ways. Perhaps it
is seeing the world
through the lens of
Christ with more
compassion, grace
and understanding
that God is always
present, even in
times of great strife
or trouble and He
often uses those
times to draw us
closer to Him. For
some students, this
trip affirms the love God has for all of mankind,
and His desire to be in relationship with each of us,
everyday. They do not have to live life in fear or
without hope! No matter the impact, our students are
incredibly blessed to experience this trip and encounter
Christ in an entirely new way! We are so grateful for
the ongoing support over the years from our Church
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and School leadership to be able to take this trip, and
for the families who make great financial sacrifices so
that their sons or daughters can attend. We humbly
ask for your prayers as Pastor Seth, Mrs. Brenner,
Mr. Brenner and our parent chaperones travel with
our 8th grade class March 30th through April 5th, 2019
for this year’s tour.
To God Be the Glory for all He does in and through
us while on this trip and for His-Story so beautifully
revealed throughout the week!
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Fall 2019 Registration for Red Hill Lutheran School

Enrollment for Fall, 2019 Preschool through 8th grade opens January 14th, 2019 with priority registration for
current Red Hill Lutheran Church and School Families. Registration for the community starts January 28th.
Please contact Lori Browne, Director of Admissions, at LBrowne@redhillschool.org or (714)544-3132 x111,
to schedule a tour to learn about the advantages RHLS provides with small class sizes where God is included
in every subject in every classroom. Families who enroll at RHLS want MORE for their children.
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Honoring Eagle Scouts

Leo Bertea, a graduate of Red Hill Lutheran School is a 15 year
old sophomore who attends El Toro HS. Leo achieved the highest
Scout ranking by becoming an Eagle Scout on October 16, 2018.
Leo had to accomplish six different ranks to get to Eagle. Leo
started with the scouts in 2nd grade as a Cub Scout at the rank
of Wolf. In 3rd grade he became a Bear and during 4th and 5th
grade became a Webelos. At the end of 5th grade, Leo joined
the Boy Scouts. Through the Boy Scouts he advanced at his
own pace, becoming a Tenderfoot. This rank was followed by
the ranks of 2nd Class, 1st Class, Star Scout, Life Scout and
ultimately, the pinnacle - Eagle Scout.
Richie, Leo, and Lisa Bertea
Leo’s leadership skills are also impressive. When he was in 7th
grade he became a Patrol Leader, working with new scouts. In Leo’s
words, this taught him patience as new scouts could be a bit “Squirrely”. But he felt a sense of pride and
accomplishment as he watched these youngsters mature. While in 7th grade he also became a Den Chief.
He did this for two years, helping to run meetings. Leo says he would highly recommend the scouting
program to others because it teaches leadership skills, how to work with others, and teaches you “how to
be a man”, all the while having fun.
One of Leo’s favorite scouting memories was Summer Camp on Catalina Island, where he met many other
scouts from all across the country and kayaked in the middle of the night!
As a result of the lessons Leo learned in scouting including serving his community, he is active in
Fellowship of Christian Athletes at his school, as well as Unified Sports which brings student athletes and
special needs students together, giving the athletes the opportunity to interact and play sports.
It takes a lot of dedication and commitment to achieve the rank of Eagle, and Leo says that because he is
an Eagle, he will be held to a higher standard. He will live his life as a role model and give glory to God in
everything he does.
This very impressive young man is also on both his high school varsity football and tennis teams.
We congratulate Leo on this incredible achievement!
Aaron Weber began his 11- year journey in Cub Scouts and finished in Boy Scouts. While on his path
to becoming an Eagle Scout, Aaron was able to develop his leadership
skills, go on camp outs, and learn to live the scout oath and law. Aaron
says that doing these things prepared him for the future.
As a Boy Scout, Aaron learned virtues of leadership through serving.
He was a troop guide throughout most of his leadership service. While a
troop guide, he had the pleasure of helping younger scouts with similar
aspirations advance through the ranks to become an Eagle Scout.
Aaron says that the opportunities Boy Scouts offered him were
innumerable. Among his adventures, Aaron went to four summer camps
and countless camp outs. During these events, Aaron learned a great
deal of important skills including first aid, kayaking, and communication.
Although learning some of these skills were at times difficult, Aaron says
that it was always fun.
One of the first things Aaron learned to do when he joined the Boy Scouts
was to memorize two things: The Scout Oath and the Scout Law. He says
that these two things, if taken to heart and followed, can provide much
success in the future.
Aaron says that just as he learned through watching Scouts and leaders
before him, he wants the younger Scouts to learn from him as well. A
graduate of Red Hill Lutheran School, Aaron is a senior at Tustin High
and enjoys body surfing and water polo.
redhillchurch.org
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An update from the Red Hill Lutheran Church & School
Endowment Committee
By Ryan Rieches, Endowment Committee Member

In 2000, some visionary members of our church set up
an endowment fund as a means for people to continue
their Christian stewardship during and beyond their
lifetime.
This is a model widely used by Lutheran Churches
across America and the great thing is that the gifts that
are received are left in-tact in perpetuity and cannot be
spent – the fund keeps growing with each gift.
Since 2000, there has been over $400K of gifts
received. The committee prudently invests those gifts
in stocks, bonds and annuities with the intention of
receiving annual appreciation.
For example, in 2017, there was roughly $40K of
income earned on that $400K principle.
The bylaws state that the committee can distribute up
to 75% of that income to worthy causes that help fulfill
our Red Hill Lutheran Church Vision – Make Christ
Centered, emotionally healthy disciples of Jesus – One
life at a time. And our Mission – Reach and serve our
local community, Equip their hearts, minds and souls,
and release them into the world to share God’s love.
Last year the distributions that we supported were:
Youth mission trips
Christian Character Awards along with the
annual yearbook at our School
Worship music for Christmas, Easter and
Special Sundays
Tuition Sponsorships for (8) eighth graders
enrolled in Lutheran High Schools
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Tuition Sponsorships for (6) students attending
Christian Universities
Isn’t it wonderful to share God’s gifts in these
meaningful ways?
Its never easy to take about money or planning your
own mortality, but if you or your family would like to
consider giving to the Endowment Fund and creating
a legacy, there are many ways to contribute.
For example, consider adding the fund as a beneficiary
to your will, estate plan or life insurance.
Another recent example comes from the Rollo Pickford
and Doris Rogers’ families as they named Red Hill
Lutheran School their preferred memorial and many
generous gifts were received in their honor.
As we enter the end of the year, you might want to
consider the tax benefits of a cash gift or appreciated
stocks or bonds.
All members of Red Hill have been mailed a brochure
with more information. Please give this worthwhile
cause some prayerful thought.
If you have any questions, you can reach the
Endowment Committee via email at endowment@
redhillchurch.org or please see any of the members of
the committee – Clint Scott, Chair; Melinda Olmedo,
Secretary; Laura Tuthill, Treasurer; Ryan Rieches,
Communications; and our newest member, Jill St.
George, who will be an important liaison with our
church and school. We’d be happy to provide you
with more information.
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A Brief History and Description of the Pipe Organ
at Red Hill Lutheran Church
By Mike Pickford

Early in the planning stage for the construction of
the current sanctuary, it was determined that the
new building should have a pipe organ. To that
end, an organ committee was formed to select an
organ builder and work on the specifications for the
organ. Members of that committee included Genevieve Anderson, choir director; Esther Jones, organist and Rollo Pickford. The committee ultimately
selected the Bieber Organ Company of McFarland,
California (about 25 miles north of Bakersfield). Unfortunately, the original instrument as installed was
plagued with problems. This was due in part to the
construction of the sanctuary being delayed for about
a year which meant that parts of the organ remained
in storage in the Central
Vally heat at the Bieber
workshop. This caused
premature drying and
cracking of the leather
parts that are used in the
valves that admit air to
the pipes when the keys
are pressed. Additionally, the relay system that
Bieber purchased from a
3rd-party vendor turned
out to be of inferior quality. This resulted in a
number of “stuck” notes
(known as ciphers) during services. These conditions, along with other
pressures, caused the
Bieber Organ Company to have financial problems
which then resulted in a number of the sets of pipes
and some of the pipe chests coming from other dismantled organs instead of being newly-built for Red
Hill’s organ. Red Hill’s organ was the Bieber Organ
Company’s final instrument and the company went
out of business shortly after its installation.
The installation began shortly after the construction
of the sanctuary was completed and the dedicatory
concert was played some time in March, 1967. Given the multiple problems with the installation and the
fact that the Bieber Organ Company was not available to maintain the instrument, it fell to several volunteers from the congregation to learn about pipe orredhillchurch.org

gan maintenance and take over that function. After
several years, it was determined that the relay system had to be replaced. Rollo Pickford took on this
project and built a completely new relay system using
relays donated by a next-door neighbor who worked
for AT&T. He was also able to get telephone switching relays that would work for this purpose.
Eventually the original instrument’s problems, and
the age of some of the original parts, got to the point
where the organ needed to be completely rebuilt.
This was done some time in the late 1970’s by the
Ken Simpson Organ Company of Los Angeles. Ken
Simpson had been contracted to maintain the organ
for the past several years
and had a number of new
installations of his own in
Southern California. He
had a good reputation
and track record. Ken
continued to maintain the
instrument for a number
of years afterward until
his retirement.
A pipe organ is in many
respects a “living, breathing” instrument. As such,
it needs both routine and
periodic major maintenance. There are a
number of mechanical
parts, such as the valves
that are under each pipe that can occasionally fail
and there are a number of seals and gaskets that
will over time dry out, crack and start to leak. So,
once again, by the early 2000’s, there was a need for
another major overhaul. Another organ committee
was formed consisting of Lynda Bjoin, Dave Coats,
Everett Grahn, Mike Pickford, Dennis Seibenaler,
organist; Karen Cooksey, choir director and Marty
Schaefer. After a number of interviews, the committee selected Robert David and Associates of Long
Beach to do the restoration and upgrade.
The restoration was divided into three phases:
1. Upgrade of the console and electrical system.
2. Upgrade of the pipework and chests.
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3. Addition of the “Trumpets en Chamade” and
Zimbelstern.
Phases 1 and 2 were both restoration work required
to keep the instrument operating prperly. Phase 3,
while not required, was added in order to give instrument a last bit of brilliance and make it one of the
stand-out instruments in our area.
Phase 1 was funded by a generous donation from a
church member. In this phase, the organ console,
which is where the organist sits to play the organ,
has a “capture” system where the organist can set
different combinations of stops (different sounds)
and then recall a specific combination by pressing a
numbered button under the row of keys or by a foot
operated button just above the pedal board. This
capture system was completely mechanical and was
failing because parts were simply getting worn out.
By 2005, modern technology had taken over and
modern capture systems were now completely electronic. Additionally, old technology has a cable about
1½ inches in diameter with about 200 wires in it running from the console to the pipe chamber to actuate
the relays that open the valves which admit air to the
pipes. Modern technology uses a small dedicated
computer inside the console which encodes and multiplexes these signals so they be carried on a small
3 or 4 wire cable pipe chamber and then a matching
computer in the chamber which decodes the signals
and controls all of the relays. Additionally a MIDI interface was installed which allows for a session to be
both recorded and potentially played back.
Funding for Phases 2 and 3 were rolled into the
capital campaign for the CLC. Phase 2 consisted in
either revoicing or replacing much of the pipework.
The Ken Simpson rebuild resulted in the organ being “toned down” quite a bit which was the style at
the time, however this left the organ without several
good “solo” stops and often not loud enough for festival services when the church is full. This rebuild
sought to rectify that and, by adding a variety of different voices, to make the organ much more flexible
for a wide variety of styles of music. Additionally, the
two aging blowers which supply the wind pressure for
the pipes were replaced with newer, quieter blowers.
Phase 3 was the addition of the “Trumpets en
Chamade” which are the horizontal pipes that can be
seen at the top of the organ facade, and the Zimbelstern which is a set of small bells which sounds a bit
like wind chimes.
Page 40

Robert David and Associates continue to maintain
the organ. Apart from major maintenance, the organ
typically is tuned at least twice a year, once in the
fall prior to Reformation Day and Christmas services,
and once in the spring prior to Easter services. It
may also be tuned at other times, if needed. The
changing temperatures and humidity of the different
seasons cause the pipes to go out of tune, so tuning
is something that all pipe organs require on a routine basis. Organs in big concert halls such as the
Segerstrom and Walt Disney Concert Halls will often
be tuned prior to each performance.
The organ at Red Hill is a 2 manual 40 rank instrument. “2 manual” means there are two keyboards
on the console. “40 rank” means there are 40 sets
of pipes. This makes it a medium sized instrument.
Each set of pipes, called a rank, will have one pipe
for each key on the keyboard and each rank represents a different sound. There is a knob on the console, known as a “stop” for each rank of pipes which
is used to turn that rank on or off. The organ consists
of three divisions:
• Swell – played from the top keyboard
• Great – played from the bottom keyboard
• Pedal – played from the pedalboard
Each division is in essence a separate instrument,
however they are all designed to work together and
compliment each other. Of the three divisions, the
Swell is the largest and is the only division where the
volume can be controlled. The pipes of the Swell are
enclosed in a chamber that has louvers on the front
wall that faces out to the sanctuary. The louvers are
hidden from view by a black screen. The console
has an “expression pedal” that the organist can move
down or up to open or close the louvers. The pipes
in the Great and Pedal divisions are not enclosed in
a chamber, so the only way to control the volume is
to add or remove stops from what is being played.
The pipes of the Great division are located on top of
the swell chamber and are also hidden behind the
black screen. The console contains “couplers” which
allow the pipes from one division to be played from
the keyboard of another division. For example, a
“Swell to Great” coupler allows the stops activated
on the Swell to be played from either the Swell or the
Great keyboard. If played from the Great, they will be
played in addition to the stops activated for the Great.
Pipes are made of both metal and wood and the
metal pipes are made from different alloys which, in
combination with the construction of the pipe, gives
them different sounds. Organ popes are divided into
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four basic sound groups:
• Principal – the “foundation” pipes of the organ
• Flutes
• Strings
• Reeds
The reed pipes actually have a metal reed in them
which vibrates to make the sound. The reed pipes
provide the sounds for the Trumpet, Posaune , Oboe,
and Bassoon ranks.

2’

Super Octave
Mixture IV

8’

Cromorne

Each rank is described by the sound it makes and
the pitch at which it plays. The pitch is expressed
in terms of the length of the pipes. An 8’ (foot) rank
is where middle C on the keyboard sounds a middle
C from the pipe and yes, these pipes average 8 feet
in length. Middle C on a 4’ rank plays the octave
above middle C and a 16’ rank plays the octave below middle C. Some ranks are known as “mixtures”
which means they actually consist of several ranks
of pipes which, for a single note depressed on the
keyboard, will sound at different pitches. This adds
a brilliance to the sound and is what helps carry the
organ over congregational singing. The number of
ranks in a mixture is indicated by a roman numeral
after the name of the mixture. Not all ranks sound
at even octaves. For example, a 22/3’ stop sounds a
twelfth above the key played. These are known as
“mutated” stops.

Chamade to Great
Chancel to Great 8’
MIDI to Great

Chimes
Great to Great 16’ and 4’
Great Unison Off
Swell to Great 16’, 8’ and 4’

Pedal
16’
16’
16’
16’
102/3
8’
8’
8’
4’
32’
16’
16’
8’
4’

Chimes
Great to Pedal 8’ and 4’
Swell to Pedal 8’ and 4’
Chamade to Pedal
MIDI to Pedal
*Provision was made at the console for a small Chancel Organ to
be mounted on the front wall of
the sanctuary which could either
serve as an antiphonal organ or
for accompanying the choir during concerts.

Open Bass
Bordunbass (Gt)
Subbass
Gedactbass (Sw)
Gross Quintaton
Octave
Bass Flute
Bordun (Gt)
Octave
Mixtures IV
Contra Basson
Posaune
Basson (Sw)
Trumpet
Chalmey (Sw)

The stop list for Red Hill’s organ is as follows:
Swell
16’
Gedactbass
16’
Bordun
8’
Violin Diapason
8’
Chimney Flute
8’
Salicional
4’
Nachthorn
8’
Gedact
2’
Principal
8’
Voix Celeste TC
8’
Unda Maris II
Presets
4’
Principal
12 General
4’
Spindle Flute
(8 duplicated above pedal)
22/3’
Nasard
6 Swell
2
Nachthorn
6 Great
13/5’
Tierce
6 Pedal
Plein Jeu V
16’
8’
8’
4’

Basson
Trumpet
Oboe
Clarion

Tremulant
Swell to Swell 16’ and 4’
Swell Unison Off
Chamade to Swell
Chancel to Swell 8’
MIDI to Swell
Chancel*

redhillchurch.org

Crescendo
Tutti (Sforzando)
Zimblestern
99 Memory levels for presets
Transposer
Great
16’
8’
8’
8’
8’
4’
4’

Bordunbass
Bordun
Flute Harmonique
Principal
Gemshorn
Octave
Chimney Flute
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Missions and Outreach
By Pastor Joel Kelly

Each month, Red Hill Lutheran Church and School
partner together to support mission and outreach
organizations all over the world. In September, RHLS
students supported Isaiah House, a temporary shelter
for homeless women in Santa Ana, through the
collection of paper and plastic goods. Members of
the church also helped prepare and serve a meal to
the residents of the house, something they do every
month. In addition, students packed sack lunches
for Mary’s Kitchen, an organization that serves daily
meals to homeless people in Orange County.
In October, RHLS raised money through their chapel
offering to buy school supplies and uniforms for
Cornerstone Preparatory Academy in Kenya, a
ministry of Naomi’s Village.
In November, members of the Church and School
participated in our annual Operation Christmas Child
campaign, filling shoeboxes with fun toys, school
supplies and hygiene items so that these gifts can be
delivered to children in need to demonstrate God’s
love in a tangible way. For many of these children, the
gift-filled shoebox is the first gift they will ever receive!
This year, we collected 934 shoeboxes!
In order to encourage those who serve our country
with integrity, Red Hill will be sending Christmas cheer
to the families stationed at Camp Pendleton. Red
Hill students will be making Christmas cards in their
classrooms the first week of December, and chapel
offerings will be used to buy gift cards for the families
to use to celebrate Christmas. In addition, Target gift
cards will be donated by church members through our
Military Angel Tree.
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Mission and Outreach Opportunities in 2019
January
Our theme in January is Encouragement for Seniors.
RHLS students will be preparing Valentine’s Day
cards and crafts for Senior Serve. In addition, our high
school ministry students will be participating in “acts
of kindness” for our senior members.
February
Our theme in February is Orphan Care. We are
pleased to welcome the His Little Feet International
Children’s Choir on Wednesday, February 6th, 2019.
This special group of kids will be performing during
our chapel service in the morning and then holding
a public concert in our sanctuary that evening. Child
sponsorship through Compassion International will
also be encouraged during the concert. In addition,
we will be highlighting our work with the City of Angels
Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico.
March
In March, our theme will be Feeding the Hungry. Once
again, the Church and School will partner together with
Rise Against Hunger on Wednesday, March 27, 2019,
to pack over 28,000 nutritious meals to be sent all over
the world to feed the hungry. In addition, our students
and congregation members will be encouraged to
participate in a canned food drive to benefit the Orange
County Rescue Mission food bank.
Thank you for your ongoing support of these and
all the various mission projects of Red Hill Lutheran
Church and School!
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The Value of Community and Small
Groups
By Bettie Ore, Altar Guild Coordinator

I recently had a memorable conversation with a dear
friend in our congregation. We were having lunch and
chatting about a variety of things going on within our
parish. As we talked about small groups, and the value
that community provides, I realized how important my
small group had become to me.
Let me back up for a minute. Honestly, I was initially
not happy to be joining a small group. I believed I
already knew a great deal of folks in our congregation
and did not want to commit to yet another activity
that would take me away from home in the evenings.
Nevertheless, I did join a small group as part of a
campaign the Pastors were promoting. Now, three
years later, I am still surprised at how blessed I have
been by the benefits I have received from being a part
of a small group.
First, the people I thought I knew in the group were
way different than I had perceived them to be. What I
mean by this is that chatting with someone over coffee
on the patio is a far different experience than having
an opportunity to, together with them, go deeper
into the scriptures and to really learn about the rich
experiences of their lives.
Secondly, I am a better person for really getting to
know the people in my group. They are not only fun,
spiritual, knowledgeable and real but they love me
as I am!
I am richly blessed by their personal stories, their
humanness, and their willingness to be open and
receptive to all levels of Biblical knowledge, and happy
to help those of us who still have a lot to learn.
So maybe if you have not been open to the idea of a
small group, take a moment in contemplative prayer.
Perhaps you can reconsider what the Lord might have
in store for you if you step out of your comfort zone
and look into joining a small group.
You may be blessedly surprised!

redhillchurch.org

Hospitality – Seeking Teammates

By Angela Calderon, Small Groups Coordinator
Hospitality can bring emotions of both joy and challenge.
We all know that God’s two greatest commands are
to love Him and to love others. Hospitality is not just
entertaining; it is a genuine way to show our “love
for others” as God commanded. In Luke 14:12-14,
Jesus took the meaning and instructions for the actual
practice of hospitality even further by saying, that it’s
not just about inviting or acknowledging those we
know or those whom are our friends, but rather true
hospitality is sharing ourselves with strangers, those
who you would never expect anything back from. In
Jesus’s day, it was the poor, the crippled, the lame
or the blind. For us, it is simply engaging with a new
someone you may have never talked to before.
Anyone who comes into our midst could be there by
divine appointment and we could be the only image
of “Jesus” encountered in their week.
In our classes and sermon series, we hear God’s
word spoken, instructing and reminding us that all
are created in God’s image and the meaning of “all”
is just that all. So be brave and challenge yourself
to follow Jesus’ example of engagement and find
one new person each Sunday to say hello to and
introduce yourself. If you are an introvert and not
used to approaching people, ask Jesus to be with
you to calm your fears and help you feel His joy that
comes from engaging with someone new. Sunday
on the patio should be a safe environment to practice
our emotionally healthy skills, within the foundation
of hospitality which is the command set before us, so
that during our weeks, it will become more natural to
smile, make eye contact and be hospitable to those
we meet along the way in our everyday walk of life.
Service Need - Ministry Table Hosts and Hospitality
Team Members:
If you are up for the challenge, an easy way to practice
hospitality is through serving at one of the ministry
tables or as a patio greeter. The only experience
needed is a willingness to say hello, shake a hand, and
take time to answer questions or provide guidance.
We are always looking for more people that are
available to be the warm, smiling faces of Red Hill.
See me on the patio on Sundays, or contact me via
email at acalderon@redhillchurch.org.
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The Red Hill Praise Band Wants You to Partner with US!
By Isaiah Coughran, Contemporary Worship Leader

There are two musical events we are putting on this
coming year, and we need your help. How can you
help? That’s a great question…
Do you like to sing? Do you like to get up in front
of people and perform? Do you like to support a
worthy cause? If you answered yes to any or all of
these questions,, then we have the opportunity of a
lifetime for you! The High School Youth are putting
on a fundraising event with the proceeds going to the
National Youth Gathering Trip, and the Praise Band
is going to help.
Here’s the scoop: It’s a Karaoke event. So… we’re
looking for singers to join our Praise Band (who will be
your backing band). If this peeks your interest at all,
or if you know someone who has the grist, then throw
some money in the coffer for a shot at joining us on
Friday Night March 29th, 2019. There are 10 spots
available for $100 a piece. But… if those get snatched
up too quickly, we are making a few spots available for
raffle. You can purchase tickets for $5 a piece. Winners
will be drawn mid-February. (The reason we are having
the drawing that far in advance is to give the band an
opportunity to learn and rehearse the Praise Song of
your choice.) So, if you buy a spot or win one in the
raffle, you will receive a rehearsal prior to the event
(so you can feel comfortable with the band and the
key the song is in!) and you will perform at the event
in front of all of your adoring fans! This is a fun way
to support our youth, have a little fun and spread the
love of God! There will be more information released
in the church bulletin in the near future. P.S. Pastor
Joel will be kicking off the event, so you won’t want
to miss that! If you have questions, contact Isaiah at
icoughran@redhillchurch.org.

personal experience with the theme… the only thing
that you cannot do is use the original words of the
song. Here’s a bit of advice from C.S. Lewis: “Don’t
use adjectives which merely tell us how you want us
to feel about the things you are describing. I mean,
instead of telling us the thing is ‘terrible’ describe it so
that we’ll be terrified. Don’t say it was ‘delightful’; make
us say ‘delightful’ when we’ve read the description.
You see, all those words (horrifying, wonderful,
hideous, exquisite/) are only like saying to your readers
‘Please, will you do my job for me.”
Upon receiving the lyrics and stories from you for the
particular Psalm(s), the Praise Band will set the lyrics
to music. We will do our best to use all submitted
lyrics, but we cannot guarantee it. (Though we may
use the lyrics for songs outside of this particular
experience). This month, you will find a kiosk in the
Narthex that contains prompts to the eight Psalms
that our Pastors will preach from this summer. The
prompts are designed to help you in the writing
process. If they help, great. If they don’t, then feel free
to use something else. I believe God desires to use
the words and stories that we have to be a blessing to
our community, to be a creative display of God’ glory
and a way to invite your fellow worshippers into what
may be a unique and moving experience that could
only come about because you answered the call to
participate. We will perform the songs every Sunday
during the Sermon Series this summer. In the fall, we
will put together all the songs and perform them on a
Friday night in the CLC.

Rewrite the Psalms… before you
get worked up because you think
I want to change scripture, let
me explain myself. This summer
Pastor Seth and Pastor Joel will
be preaching from the Book of
Psalms. They will be choosing
eight significant Psalms to preach
from. What I would like to do is give
you the opportunity to “rewrite the
Psalm” as a fresh way to express
the content of the that particular
Psalm. You can rewrite it in “story
form”, in colloquial language, as a
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New Faces of Red Hill Lutheran
Grace Colburn
After School League Sports Volleyball Coach
Grace is currently a junior at Crean Lutheran High School. She has
been playing club volleyball since age eight. She accepted a position to coach for RHLS’s J.V. and Varsity Volleyball teams this
school year. In her free time she plays volleyball. She is all in.

Heidi Fleischbein
Instrumental Music Aide
Heidi is a student at Concordia University, Irvine. She is a native
of San Diego and is currently studying Music Education. Heidi is
Concordia's principle Harpist, and also the Sinfonietta Concert
Master. She loves the outdoors, reading and is looking forward to
traveling to Paris and Amsterdam after graduation.

Ayanna Lewis
Section Leader– Church Chancel Choir
Welcome Ayanna Lewis! She is currently studying Music Education at Cal State Fullerton. She loves music and community service and is active in Student Government. Ayanna is the new Soprano Section Leader for our church choir.

Cynthia Nunez
K-8 Support Staff
Cynthia attended Southwest Community College as well as a Dental Assisting Program at Cerritos Community College. She worked
for Sylvan Learning Center as a Teacher’s Assistant. Cynthia is
fluent in Spanish and serves her church, working with one year old
children.
redhillchurch.org
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On September 13, 2018, a tragic car accident claimed the lives of two Red Hill members, and left
one member badly injured.
Lynda Bobzien joined Red Hill in May, 2013. She was very active in Rebekah Circle and was a
great friend to all who knew her. She also loved to knit.
Doris Rogers and her husband Bill, were two of the 40 charter members of Red Hill Lutheran
Church which was organized on February 17, 1957. Doris and Bill’s children attended Red Hill
Lutheran School. Throughout her membership at Red Hill, Doris remained very active and was
also a member of Rebekah Circle.
While we mourn their tragic loss, we celebrate the lives of these two extraordinary women.
Jan Hundeby, who was injured, wanted to share, in her own words, the ensuing support, care and
encouragement that she has received from our Red Hill community. Below is an excerpt from Jan’s
journal entry dated October 29th:
Dear Friends & Family,
Now that I ‘m back home and feeling a bit more like myself, I wanted to provide you all with a quick
update. I am now six weeks into recovery from the tragic accident where I lost two dear friends: Doris
Rogers and Lynda Bobzien, I think of them and their wonderful families every single day. Please continue
to keep them all in your hearts and your prayers. As I have mourned their loss, I must say that I have also
been sincerely uplifted by the outpouring of support from so many of you during a difficult time.
I praise God each day for the role you have played in my recovery, as your love has amazed and
strengthened Ted and I through this ordeal.
Truly, I am very humbled by your support and wanted to say “thank you” for absolutely everything. You’ve
been a light during an unthinkably dark and difficult time, and have given me the most important and
blessed gift: your love.

In Memoriam
As we say goodbye to 2018, we also have said goodbye and mourn the loss of these saints who went
to be with Jesus this year.

Rollo Pickford			

Scott Sampson 			

Bonnie Schulz

Ray McCoy 				

Sally Phillips			

Geraldine Phillips
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Doris Rogers		

Lynda Bobzien
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Red Hill Lutheran Church and School Board of Directors
Red Hill Lutheran Church Board of Directors
Dr. Scott Browne, President
Mr. Mark Budensiek, Vice President
Mrs. Donna Wiksell, Secretary
Mr. Mark Clement, Treasurer
Mr. Brian Aleman, Director-at-Large
Mr. Karl Kottke, Director-at-Large
Mrs. Bettie Ore, Director-at-Large
Mrs. Patsy Perry, Director-at-Large
Mrs. Naomi Schaefer, Director-at-Large
Red Hill Lutheran School Board
Mrs. Danalyn Belgen, Chair
Dr. Mark Colon
Mrs. Carolyn Driscoll
Mrs. Peggy Greene
Mrs. Kari Rigoni
Mrs. Sonja Scott

Visit us on the web at redhillchurch.org.

Red Hill Lutheran Church is a member of
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

redhillchurch.org

Red Hill Lutheran Church & School is located at
13200 Red Hill Ave. Tustin, CA 92780
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Christmas Worship at Red Hill Lutheran
Christmas Eve - Monday, December 24
3:00 & 5:00pm - Family Worship with Live Nativity
7:00 & 9:00pm - Traditional Worship with Candlelight
Christmas Day - Tuesday, December 25
10:00am - Traditional Worship with Holy Communion

The Lenten Season
Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019
12:00pm & 7:00pm with Imposition of Ashes
Soup and Salad Suppers begin at 6:00pm on March 6, 2019

13200 Red Hill Ave, Tustin, CA 92780 | redhillchurch.org | redhillschool.org | 714-544-3131
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