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In this turbulent world climate, 
it may seem difficult to find 

“light in the darkness”.
Living according to God’s will 
and ways, and turning to our 

Heavenly Father for 
guidance, helps us to live in 

the “light”.
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at the forefront.
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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5

Jesus told His disciples:  “I am the light of the world!” (John 8.12).  During the Advent and Christmas seasons, we 
celebrate the coming of our Lord, the “light” that shines in the darkness which the darkness cannot overcome (John 1.5)!  
In January, we enter into the Epiphany season and its focus on the manifestation of Jesus’ saving work for the world.  
The Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany cycles all have in common the truth that, in the midst of a dark, lost, and lonely 
world, Jesus has come to love and be with us; to be our light that shines in the darkness of this world and in our lives!

The theme of this edition of The Vine is “Light in the Darkness.”  In the Bible, light is often used as a metaphor for God’s 
truth and God’s leading us through His truth.  Jesus told His church (you and me) that, through Him, we too are “the 
light of the world” (Matthew 5.14).  What this means for the church at large, and Red Hill Lutheran Church and School in 
particular, is that we must be true, Biblical communities where the Gospel is preached in its purity and the Sacraments 
administered according to the Gospel.1  As we fulfill this Biblical mandate to make disciples through Word and Sacrament, 
the church equips faithful, counter-cultural disciples of Jesus Christ in our current time and place—to be God’s light in 
an increasingly dark world.  

One of the primary ways we accomplish this task at Red Hill is through the education ministries of our church and school.  
With Scripture as our primary authority (Sola Scritpura), and utilizing all of the tools and resources of a distinctively 
Christian education, Red Hill Lutheran School seeks to inculcate in students of all ages, the Biblical worldview and how 
this worldview informs, guides, and empowers faithful living in the world.  

As God’s people gather together on the Lord’s Day, Sunday, God serves His people, feeding them His Word and 
Sacraments.  God’s people respond in grateful worship, recognizing that God alone is Lord—not contemporary culture, 
the media, or popular opinion!  On Sunday morning and throughout the week, people connect at church and in homes 
learning from the Bible, praying for each other, and serving this community in the name of Jesus (“Disciple U”).  

All of this ministry work is done so that Red Hill Lutheran Church and School shines the light of God into the hearts and 
minds of the people gathered in this community of faith and beyond!  

As you read through this edition of The Vine, remember that you are a part of our mission to make disciples of Jesus; 
you are one of Jesus’ “lights,” reflecting God’s ultimate light of love and joy.  May the light of Jesus Christ so shine in 
your life that others may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven!  (Matthew 5.16)

In Christ, 

1  This is the definition of a true church, according to Article VII of the Augsburg Confession.  See, Theodore G. Tappert, Ed. The Book of 
Concord: The Confession of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1959).  
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Light In the Darkness
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Today, the church finds itself in the midst of a critical, 
cultural moment, a culture where…      
 The storm clouds have been gathering for decades, 
but most of us believers have operated under the illusion 
that they would blow over.  The breakdown of the natural 
family, the loss of traditional moral values, and the 
fragmenting of our communities…Hostile secular nihilism 
has won the day in our nation’s government, and the culture 
has turned powerfully against traditional Christians…The 
changes that have overtaken the West in modern times 
have revolutionized everything, even the church, which no 
longer forms souls but caters to selves.

So begins Rod Dreher’s provocative new book, The 
Benedict Option.1  Dreher argues persuasively that the 
dominant, North America culture, in fact, the entire Western 
cultural ethos, has continued its steady decline towards 
radical individualism, secularism, and unchecked capitalism.  
These and other factors are contributing to a cultural milieu 
that is becoming increasingly hostile to Biblical faith and 
values.  According to Dreher, the church can no longer be 
naïve about the growing cultural resistance it now faces, 
and must be prepared to strategically engage the present 
culture.  Commenting on the work of Philosopher Alasdair 
MacIntyre and his book, After Virtue, Dreher describes what 
he believes to be the challenge confronting the church:

The time was coming, said MacIntyre, when men and 
women of virtue would understand that continued full 
participation in mainstream society was not possible for 
those who wanted to live a life of traditional virtue…I 
called the strategic withdrawal prophesied by MacIntyre 
“the Benedict Option.”  The idea is that serious Christian 
conservatives could no longer live business-as-usual lives 
in America, that we have to develop creative, communal 
solutions to help us hold on to our faith and our values in a 
world growing ever more hostile to them.  We would have to 
choose to make a decisive leap into a truly countercultural 
way of living Christianity, or we would doom our children 
and our children’s children to assimilation…If we want to 
survive, we have to return to the roots of our faith, both in 
thought and practice…In short, we are going to have to be 
the church, without compromise, no matter what it costs.2

I agree with Dreher, the church is going to have to be the 
church!  Unfortunately, this statement infers that in some 
instances the church has stopped being the church, losing, 
even surrendering, its cultural witness.  Statistics reflect 
this reality; membership in most Christian denominations 
continues to decline.  According to the Barna research 
group, the average Protestant church size in America is 
89 adults.  60% of Protestant churches have less than 
100 adults in attendance. Only 2% have over 1000 adults 
attending.3  
1  Rod Dreher. The Benedict Option: A Strategy for Christians in a 
Post-Christian Nation (Penguin Random House: New York, 2017).
2  Ibid.
3  https://www.barna.com/research/state-church-2016/ 

Perhaps even more threatening is what sociologists and 
authors, Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton 
discovered in their examination of the religious and spiritual 
lives of American teenagers.  What they found was that 
teens today adhere to a faith system they termed, “Moralistic 
Therapeutic Deism” (MTD).  The basic beliefs of MTD are:  
1. There is a “god” who created and ordered the world and 
watches over human beings. 2. God wants people to be 
good and nice, as taught in both the Bible and other world 
religions.  3. The goal of life is to be happy and to have 
positive self-esteem.  4.  God does not necessarily need 
to be involved in a person’s life, unless God is needed to 
solve a problem.  5. Good people go to heaven when after 
they die.4

According to Smith and his team, the problem with MTD is 
that it has little to do with orthodox Christianity and Biblical 
tradition, and, even more alarming, variations of MTD, if 
not MTD itself,  is being taught in many churches (where, 
of course, these teens learned it) and is “only tenuously 
connected to the actual historical Christian tradition.”5  
Churches that cease to teach core, Biblical truths and 
values, and in doing so, simply reflects the dominant, 
cultural values around them, are simply the “taillights” of 
the culture, ceasing to be “the light of the world” and a “city 
set on a hill that cannot be hidden” described by Jesus 
(Matthew 5.14).   

For the church to be the church it must reflect the reality 
described in Scripture; as God’s faithful people, we are 
living in a “foreign land,” “strangers and aliens” in this world:  

 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to 
abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 
against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day of visitation. (1 Peter 2.11-12)

 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await 
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our 
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 
that enables him even to subject all things to himself.  
(Philippians 3.20-21)

Let’s not forget, that while we in America face increasing 
cultural resistance and at times, outright rejection for 
our faith, many Christians all over the world face death, 
imprisonment, physical beatings, and legal sanctions daily.  
According to The Pew Research Center, over 75% of the 
world’s population lives in areas with severe religious 
restrictions (and many of these people are Christians).  
According to the United States Department of State, 
Christians in more than 60 countries face persecution 
4  Christian Smith and Melinda Lindquist Denton. Soul Searching: 
The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2011).  
5  Ibid.
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from their governments or surrounding neighbors simply 
because of their belief in Jesus Christ.6  While for the most 
part, Christians in North America do not face imprisonment 
and death for practicing their faith, the cultural challenges 
to traditional Biblical faith are increasing in both volume 
and intensity. 

The Cultural Moment
In 1991, Sociologist James Davison Hunter described 
what he saw to be increasing social conflict within 
American culture.  Hunter termed it, “The Culture Wars.”   
While conceding that there have always been conflicts, 
polarization, and even wars fought between countries and 
institutions over one’s view of truth and power, Davison 
suggested that new lines of cultural conflict were taking 
shape. Davison writes:

Let me begin to make sense of the new lines of cultural 
warfare by first defining what I mean by “cultural 
conflict.”  I define cultural conflict very simply as political 
and social hostility rooted in different systems of moral 
understanding.  The end to which these hostilities tend 
is the domination of one cultural and moral ethos over 
all others…By moral authority I mean the basis by which 
people determine whether something is good or bad, 
right or wrong, acceptable or unacceptable, and so on.7

Davison alludes to the 
fact that inherent in all 
cultures is a “moral 
understanding” and/
or “moral authority;” 
how a  par t icu lar 
c u l t u r e  d e f i n e s 
what is right, wrong, 
accep tab le ,  and 
unacceptable.  The 
very def ini t ion of 
“culture” reflects this 
reality; a culture is 
def ined as,  “The 
ideas, customs, and 
social behavior of a 
particular people or 
society; the attitudes 
a n d  b e h a v i o r 
characteristic of a 
particular social group.”8  In other words, whether 
acknowledged or not, every culture suggests a particular 
way of looking at the world and how one is to live within 
that world.  Another way of saying this is:  every culture, 
as well as the individuals within that culture, possesses a 
worldview, a lens through which a culture defines what is 
good and beautiful and the values worth pursuing.  I believe 
this is what Davison is referring to as a culture’s “moral 

6  See www.opendoorsusa.org. 
7 James Davison Hunter. Culture Wars: The Struggle to Define 
America (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1991), 42.
8  https://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/culture 

understanding.”  And, once this moral understanding is 
established and mutually agreed upon, the world itself is 
interpreted according to this view of reality; it becomes a 
shared worldview.    

What the church has always experienced in greater and 
lesser degrees throughout its history, and is increasingly 
experiencing in American culture today, is a conflict of 
worldviews and its inherent, moral understanding.  And, 
as Davison has rightly pointed out (and again, this has 
historically been the church’s experience), the dominant 
culture’s particular worldview tends toward the domination, 
if not outright elimination of, the Biblical worldview.   Let’s 
briefly examine these two conflicting worldviews; The 
Dominant Cultural Worldview and the Biblical worldview.         

The Dominant Cultural Worldview
By using the word “dominant,” I mean quite simply what the 
majority of culture defines as most important and authoritative, 
which is often unquestioned and reinforced through popular 
media and advertizing.   Presently, what we find in our 
North America culture is a secular-humanist worldview that 
begins, not with God (secular), and His truth, but rather 
with the goodness and potential of humankind (humanist).  
This worldview suggests that humankind is inherently 
good and only needs encouragement and opportunities to 
express his or her inherent goodness.  Relatedly, the way 

to access the “good 
life” and opportunities 
i s  t h r o u g h  t h e 
c o n s u m p t i o n  o f 
goods and services 
b a s e d  o n  a n 
individual’s desires 
(consumerism).  

B y  d e f i n i t i o n ,  a 
secular-humanistic 
worldview tends to 
necessarily deny the 
existence of God, as 
well as an absolute 
truth that is binding on 
individuals, defining 
their identi ty and 
guiding their choices 
(such as the Bible).  

The result is relativism, “the doctrine that knowledge, truth, 
and morality exist in relation to culture, society, or historical 
context, and are not absolute.”9   Consequently, rather 
than an absolute Truth that has authority over individuals, 
individuals must search for what is true for them.    

From this is not hard to see that any claim to absolute truth, 
morality, and a shared “meta-narrative”10 that transcends 
9 www.oxforddictionary.com 
10  The term ‘meta-narrative” emerges from the study of Post-Modern-
ism and its suspicion, even outright rejection of, an over-arching story (meta-
narrative) that defines a people or culture, giving it a shared language and rules.  
For example, the Biblical story is a “meta-narrative” as would be the founding 
of America, including the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and Bill 
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the individual, must be rejected as limiting freedom, 
encourages a judgmental attitude, maybe even outright 
racism, and ultimately leads to the gravest of offenses 
today: intolerance.   It is this relativistic, secular-humanism 
that now guides most public discourse, and if transgressed,  
leads to accusations of racism, of being “_____-phobic,” 
public shaming, and in increasing cases, individuals being 
fired from jobs, demoted, and/or rejected  for employment.11  
Tolerance, once understood as the ability to respectfully 
hold competing ideas and viewpoints, has been redefined, 
meaning that all ideas and viewpoints are equal—unless a 
particular viewpoint contradicts this definition!  Increasingly, 
“tolerance” is becoming the only cultural “truth” into which 
all other truths must be absorbed.  

Within this relativistic, secular-humanistic worldview, I 
believe that there are two particular “symptoms” that are 
especially pernicious to Biblical faith.

The Autonomous Sovereign Self  
As mentioned above, in a relativistic, secular society, devoid 
of any absolute truth and shared meta-narrative, individuals 
must now search for meaning, connection, and a shared 
moral understanding.  Quite naturally, the center of this 
subjective search for truth is the “Autonomous, sovereign 
self.”  In other words, the individual is the determiner of what 
is true and real (Autonomous); there is no other authority in 
life other than the self; not God and/or a religious tradition/
meta-narrative (sovereign self).  What we hear from the 
Autonomous, sovereign self are statements such as, “I 
must follow my heart;” “I determine what the best morality/
tradition is for me;”  “Who are you/who am I to say what is 
true, moral, right, wrong, etc.”  Columnist and author David 
Brooks refers to this as “The Big Me.”   Brooks insightfully 
notes that in previous generations (Brooks particularly cites 
the WWII generation), humility was a guiding, cultural value; 
society was more skeptical of personal desires, aware of 
weaknesses, and focused on combating character flaws.  
Today, however: 

 [W]e have seen a broad shift from a culture of 
humility to the culture of what you might call the Big Me.  
From a culture that encouraged people to think humbly of 
themselves to  a culture that encouraged people to see 
themselves as the center of the universe….As I looked 
around the popular culture I kept finding the same messages 
everywhere:  You are special. Trust yourself.  Be true to 
yourself.  Movies from Pixar and Disney are constantly 
telling children how wonderful they are.  Commencement 
speeches are  larded with the same clichés:  Follow your 
passion.  Don’t accept limits.  Chart your own course.  You 
have a responsibility to do great things because you are 
so great.  This is the gospel of self trust…In her bestselling 
of Rights. 
11 Case in point:  In the fall of 2017, during the Senate hearing for 
a political appointee of President Trump to the Office of Management and 
Budget, Sen. Bernie Sanders argued that this particular nominee should be 
disqualified because of his views on the eternal destination of Muslims.  This 
raised concerns in the Senate that for the first time a “religious test” was being 
used to determine the qualification of a nominee to political office.  

book, Eat, Pray, Love…Elizabeth Gilbert wrote that God 
manifests himself through “my own voice from within my 
own self…God dwells within you as you yourself, exactly 
the way you are.12 

This is not to say, of course, that Biblical faith is anti-self 
or that the individual does not matter.  Far from it; Biblical 
faith affirms that humankind is the “apple of God’s eye,” the 
object of divine love and passion!  It is when God is removed 
from the relationship that human identity is distorted and 
leads to a lack of humility, as well as to an underestimation 
of our worth before God; hence the need to locate human 
worth elsewhere.

The danger for the Autonomous Sovereign Self, or the “Big 
Me,” is, as Christopher Lasch warned, “…losing the sense of 
historical continuity, the sense of belonging to a succession 
of generations originating in the past and stretching into the 
future.  It is the waning of the sense of historical time…”13  
Even college campuses have surrendered to this worldview.  
As the President of Oklahoma Wesleyan University, Dr. 
Evert Piper has stated, “The tragedy today is that colleges 
are graduating students with opinions contrary to reality!”14

A culture (worldview) that locates ultimate authority and 
meaning in the autonomous, sovereign individual, absent 
an objective source of truth and meta-narrative that defines 
one’s identity, providing norms, boundaries, and rules for 
living, has created a “vacuum of identity and connection.”  
Identity and community must be sought and in some ways, 
created.   Where do individuals find meaning and connection 
with others that share their particular reality and/or truth?  
We now turn to a second “symptom” of this relativistic, 
secular worldview: tribalism.    
 

Tribalism
Seeking out and connecting with like-minded others has 
always been a natural desire of the human being.  Humans 
are relational creatures.  However, what we see increasingly 
today is a balkanization of culture; groups of individuals who 
have defined their particular cause as the cause, resulting 
in a form of tribalism.  Tribalism, according to Roger Olson:

 …refers to a group attitude of undeserved pride 
and superiority based solely on identification with a group.  
It is the tendency to look down on other people for no 
other reason than they don’t belong to the group.  Often 
it includes looking down on members of the group who 
are not perceived as “native” to it…We are created for 
community; tribalism is a poor but alluring substitute for 
true community.15

12  David Brooks. The Road to Character (New York: Random House, 
2016), 6.
13  Christopher Lasch. The Culture of Narcissism: American Life in 
an Age of Diminishing Expectations (New York: WW Norton and Company, 
1979), 5.
14  Notes taken from a lecture at the “Values Voter Conference,” Wash-
ington D.C. October, 2017.
15  Roger Olson. “The Sin of Tribalism.” www.patheos.com.
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Steve Wilkins and Mark Sanford describe the causes and 
consequences of tribalism within the dominant culture today:

 …mu l t i cu l t u ra l i sm ,  a f f i rma t i ve  ac t i on , 
postmodernism, liberation theology, cultural relativism, 
post imperialism, ageism, meta-narrative, balkanization, 
identity politics, deconstructionism and culture wars..[has 
become]...stock linguistic inventory...Several things are 
evident…The first and most obvious is a belief that identity 
is anchored in ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation or some 
other element. Moreover, it is argued that this particular 
source of identity has a much stronger pull than general 
categories such as “American” or even “human being.”  A 
third feature is a strong feeling of being a social underdog…
language about ideals assumes an appeal to truth that we 
should all be able to agree on.16

Unfortunately, as Olson alludes to, contemporary tribalism 
has a tendency towards “undeserved pride,” and often 
becomes an aggressive form of community where the 
beliefs of the other groups are rejected and even attacked.  
“A tribe invents “badges” or emblems of superiority that 
to outsiders are totally illusory.  Tribes rarely recognize 
themselves as tribal in this sense; members really do think 
they are superior to outsiders.”17

In its belief of superiority, contemporary tribalism is unable 
to hold the tension of opposites, to allow dissenting ideas 
in the public forum.  Combine this with the increasing lack 
of civility in the dominant culture at large, and a 24/7 instant 
media culture that has little accountability, and what we 
see is a form of tribalism that is antagonistic, accusatory, 
blaming, and polarizing—all within a worldview that affirms 
tolerance as the unalienable truth!

In an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal, columnist 
Peggy Noonan suggested that in today’s cultural milieu, 
particularly the pop/media culture, “Rage is all the Rage, 
and Its Dangerous.”  Noonan writes, “We all operate within 
a climate and culture.  The media climate now, in both news 
and entertainment, is too often of a goading, insinuating 
resentment, a grinding, agitating antipathy…these things 
build on each other.  Rage and sanctimony always spread 
like a virus, and become stronger with each iteration.”18  

Again, many college campuses today reflect this culture of 
rage.  Professors and lecturers are shouted down, called 
names, and physically threatened if they hold alternative 
positions from that of the dominant crowd.  Social media 
explodes with acrimony and angry rhetoric if someone 
of public prominence states a belief that is contrary to a 
particular tribe’s values. And, there is always the Legal 
System available if one believes that they have been unfairly 
treated by someone who has acted intolerantly based on 
an alternative value system.    

16  Steve Wilkens and Mark L. Sanford. Hidden Worldviews: Eight 
Cultural Stories That Shape Our Lives (Kindle Edition).
17  Olson, “The Sin of Tribalism.”
18  Peggy Noonan. “Rage is All the Rage, and Its Dangerous.”  The 
Wall Street Journal, June 17th-18th, 2017.

From this perspective then, it is no wonder why Christianity, 
and the Biblical worldview upon which Christianity is 
founded, have been and are increasingly being rejected 
as “narrow minded” “bigoted,” and anti-____.”  Whether the 
issues are moral, such as defending life or sexual ethics; or, 
whether the issues are theological/cultural, such as prayer 
in public school or Nativity Scenes on public property; the 
dominant, cultural worldview and the Biblical worldview will 
conflict—just like Jesus said!  So, just what is this Biblical 
worldview?  

The Biblical Worldview
Biblical history and theology has always understood that 
the Canonical Scriptures reveals a distinct worldview; a 
way of defining life and reality from the perspective of God’s 
revelation through the Biblical narrative.  Pastor and author 
Al Mohler, describes this nature of the Biblical worldview:

 Roughly put, the Christian narrative is the story of 
humankind as chronicled in the Hebrew Bible and the New 
Testament—the drama of creation, fall and redemption. The 
orthodox tend to try to live their lives in accordance with 
the general behavioral principles of the Bible (or at least 
the principles they find there of which they approve) and 
anticipate the ultimate judgment of God—a judgment that 
could well determine whether they spend eternity in heaven 
or in hell.19

As Lutherans, we would add that within this Biblical 
worldview, we understand that God speaks to us through 
two ways:  Law and Gospel.  The “Law” of God is what 
we should and should not do, believe and not believe.  
The divine Law promises life to those who keep it, but 
condemnation and judgment to those who break it.  As we 
compare our lives and the world through the lens of God’s 
Law, we stand condemned and in need of divine mercy.  
Now, we hear the Gospel…

 …that declares sinners to be righteous, not on 
account of their morality or good intentions but solely 
because of the work of Jesus Christ, who has fulfilled the 
Law, suffered its condemnation in our place, and has been 
raised from the dead as our Brother.20

Through this understanding of Law and Gospel as revealed 
in Scripture, we see why we are, who we are, and who we 
will become—this is our worldview.  While always sinners 
this side of heaven, at the same time we are completely 
justified, redeemed, and reconciled to God our Father 
through Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit (Simil justus 
et peccator).   The Christian is now free to live according 
to God’s will and ways.  For the justified, the Law of God 
ceases to be condemning and accusing.  Rather, “from a 
total Biblical-theological perspective, it makes better sense 
to speak of the Law (nomos)…in terms of a structure for the 
exercise of authentic freedom in the Spirit.”21

19 This quote from Mohler was cited in an article entitled, “The End of 
Christian America.”
20 Albert B. Collver, James Arne Nestingen, and John T. Pless, Eds. 
The Necessary Distinction: A Continuing Conversation on Law and Gospel 
(Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2017), 15.
21 Stephen Hultgren, in Collver, et.al, The Necessary Distinction, 246.



The VinePage 8

The Cultural Challenges and the Church
I began this essay with Rod Dreher’s challenge that, if 
the church is to remain faithful in this cultural moment, 
the church must be the church without compromise, no 
matter what it costs.  What I believe this means for Red 
Hill Lutheran Church and School is that we must continue 
to engage this culture through the Biblical vocation of 
making disciples of Jesus who are committed to the Biblical 
worldview and the alternative lifestyle that reflects this 
Biblical worldview.    

The days of practicing Christianity as a hobby, something 
that one does on occasional Sundays and/or holidays, will 
not sustain a robust, Biblical faith that is able to withstand the 
cultural worldview of secular relativism and its “symptoms;”  
the Autonomous Sovereign Individual and hostile Tribalism.  
This secular, cultural milieu is strong and getting stronger.  
What is necessary is a church that is stronger—a church 
that is shaping its people into the image of Jesus Christ in 
real time and for real life!    

Specifically, what does this mean for Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School?   I think our vision statement answers 
this question.  We must continue our work of making, 
“Christ-centered, emotionally healthy disciples of Jesus-
one life at a time!”  

Making Disciples
As a church, we must be Biblically and theologically 
equipped to live faithfully in a culture that is no longer 
hospitable to, and often hostile of, Biblical faith and values.  
In order to accomplish this task, we are committed to a 
discipleship that is Christ-centered and emotionally healthy.  
What does this mean?  

 Christ Centered – We are a church called 
through the Gospel of God’s grace received through faith; 
we are saved and justified through Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection; everything we do must flow from our 
relationship with Jesus Christ!  The means of grace, 
God’s Word and Sacraments, keeps us Christ centered.  
We grow and deepen our discipleship through specific, 
spiritual disciplines (Worship, Bible study, Biblical  
Community, Prayer, and Servanthood).

 Emotionally Healthy – A growing self-awareness, 
social awareness, self-management, and relationship 
management that flows from one’s identity in Jesus Christ 
and the power of the Holy Spirit transforming the deep 
places in the soul, where our true selves as created in 
the image of God exists.  Emotional health involves our 
relationships with God and others, as well as our needs, 
fears, patterns of communication, ways of dealing with 
anxiety, anger, and conflict.  Pastor and author Pete 
Scazzero rightly claims that it is “impossible to be spiritually 
mature while remaining emotionally immature.”  

 Disciples – A disciple is a “student,” an “apprentice” 
of Jesus—we are learning how to live our lives as Jesus 
would live them.   As we grow in our relationship with Jesus 
(Christ-centered) and experience the Spirit’s transforming 

power in our emotional lives (Emotional Health), we will 
model Jesus to others, and through our daily lives, love 
God and others well—this is discipleship!  We are fulfilling 
the Great Commandment and the Great Commission!

One of the primary ways we accomplish this task is through 
the education ministries of our church and school.  With 
Scripture as our primary authority (Sola Scritpura), and 
utilizing all of the tools and resources of a distinctively 
Christian education, Red Hill Lutheran School seeks to 
inculcate in students of all ages, the Biblical worldview and 
how this worldview informs, guides, and empowers faithful 
living in the world.  Viewed within this Biblical worldview, 
science, technology, engineering, the arts, math, reading, 
history, and athletics, are gifts from God to the world, gifts 
to be learned, understood, nurtured and used for the glory 
of God and the good of others!  I believe there has not 
been a more critical time for our church/school to offer a 
Christ-centered, Lutheran education centered on Biblical 
truth and values.  

Additionally, on the church side, our youth and family 
ministries, integrated with our school, seeks to equip the 
entire family to live Christ-like lives that reflects the values 
and truths of God’s Word.  This is what it means to make 
disciples!    

During the past few years, Red Hill has sought to address 
this disciple-making mission through a commitment to 
“deeper discipleship.”  In the last issue of The Vine, I 
described in detail what deeper discipleship entails.  As a 
reminder, deeper discipleship is a commitment to engage 
the real truths, commitments, and questions of scripture, 
tradition, and theology, and how this engagement intersects 
real life.  Deeper discipleship is the commitment to teach, 
equip, heal, and encourage our members so that they can 
live lives of integrity and hope, serving their neighbors in the 
name of Jesus.  Deeper discipleship is a life-long journey of 
learning all that Jesus has commanded us (Matthew 28.19ff) 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  At Red Hill, we believe 
that God, through His Word and Holy Sacraments, builds 
up His church, which is the body of Christ.  

It is my conviction that there can be no more counter-cultural 
way of discipleship than being an emotionally healthy 
disciple of Jesus today. To make this point, let’s briefly 
examine how a commitment to deeper discipleship can 
address the issues stemming from the secular relativistic 
worldview and its “symptoms:” the autonomous, sovereign 
individual and contemporary tribalism.    

The Contemporary Cultural Worldview and the Gospel
Orthodox Christian faith affirms that God has revealed 
Himself through the meta-narrative of Scripture and uniquely 
and finally in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  The truth 
claims given in Scripture are the locus of authority for the 
disciple of Christ—not personal opinion, pop psychology, 
or revisionist societal values (Sola Scriptura).

Through Scripture, God addresses the believer in two 
“voices:” Law and Gospel.  The Law reveals God’s good and 
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gracious will for the world; it tells humankind what we can 
and cannot do under the Lordship of Christ.  When God’s 
Law is obeyed there is true freedom.  However, as we are 
encountered by God’s Law, we immediately recognize that 
we do not obey and thus fulfill the Law; the Law condemns 
and accuses us as unrighteous before a holy God.  What’s 
more, the Law does not give us the power to fulfill it.  We 
are dead in our trespasses and sin (Ephesians 2.1ff).       

In this predicament, we now hear the Gospel (good 
news)—what God has done for us through the life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus.  Jesus lived the life 
that we do not live and died the death that we deserve.  
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are united with 
Christ through faith (Sola fide).  This is wholly God’s doing 
for us, a gift given out of God’s grace, love and faithfulness 
(Sola gratia).  God’s Word as Law and Gospel reveals that 
the sovereign autonomous individual is in fact, the very 
opposite:  a sinner in need of redemption from the outside; 
from a truly Sovereign, gracious, and faithful God who 
rescues the sinner from themselves, offering a life based 
on God’s promises and God’s will for living in this world.  
As Hultgren helpfully summarizes:    

The Law, culminating in the Word of the cross…tells me 
that Christ died for all my sins as exposed by both Old and 
New Testaments and continually confronts me with the truth 
about my life.  As Gospel, the same Word of the cross (and 
resurrection) truly frees me.  It frees me from my past and 
from the guilt of my sins.  It opens up for me eternal life with 
God.  It frees me from fear of death, from my obsession 
with the things of this world…The Spirit, having opened 
up authentic freedom before God, shaped my freedom in 
accordance with God’s enduring will as revealed in the Old 
and New Testaments (Law).22    

What about the hostile Tribalism that we experience all 
around us today?  The contemporary Christian Church 
finds itself in a similar cultural context with that of First 
Century Christianity.  While certainly not exact parallel 
circumstances, the early church persevered and even grew 
in a culture divided by class, gender, politics, and religion—a 
tribal culture.  

According to author Blake Hartung, for the first time 
since antiquity, the Western church exists in a largely 
non-Christin society.  Conceding that at the moment, 
aggressive persecutions are less likely than more subtle 
forms of social pressure—such as accusatory questioning, 
misunderstanding, and even mockery—still, people of faith 
today need to address the challenges of how Christians 
can maintain a “winsome engagement” within an often 
hostile culture and the intellectual currents of our time, while 
maintaining faithfulness to our convictions?23  Hartung’s 
answer?  Examine how the early church engaged the 
society around them. 

Hartung describes that in the ancient Mediterranean 

22 The Necessary Distinction, 249. 
23  Blake Hartung. “Back to the Future.” In Modern Reformation 
Journal (November-December 2017: Volume 26, NO. 6.

world, “for all its diversity…society was deeply tribal.  In the 
ancient world, religio (the Latin ancestor of our word religion) 
was associated with a particular place or people group.  
For example:

 The Jews had their religio, as did the people of 
Athens and the inhabitants of Rome.  Traditional cultic 
practices offered a way to celebrate and honor one’s 
homeland and its representative deities.  They provided 
time-honored means to petition the gods for aid in times 
of need.  Temples and shrines functioned as economic 
engines by collecting offerings and spurring industries (e.g., 
the manufacture and sale of cultic objects)…Finally, a moral 
code of conduct was not central to the practice of religio.  
Simply put, in the ancient Mediterranean world, religio was 
a collection of social practices that were thought to 
promote social cohesion and traditional values.  It was 
therefore inextricably bound up with social and political life.  
Participation in these rites was as essential for membership 
in the community as our own national rituals of reciting the 
pledge of allegiance and singing the national anthem. 24

However, as early Christianity spread throughout the 
empire, it challenged and redefined the idea of religio in the 
ancient world.  According to New Testament scholar Larry 
Hurtado, Christianity was “distinctive” in relation to these 
ancient social structures.  Hurtado cites two examples: 
early Christian “exclusivism” and early Christian “ethics.”25  
As Hartung explains:

 Because of Christians’ refusal to participate in local, 
civic, or ethnic religio, their community was, by definition, 
exclusive and thereby offensive to the pagan pluralism that 
bound the Roman Empire together. Yet it also promised any 
willing convert access to a community that was purposefully 
translocal, transcivic, and transethnic.  Their exclusivism set 
them apart… as a “new race” spread among the nations.  
Even as their stubborn abstinence from pagan religio earned 
the scorn of others, their moral convictions and radical 
generosity impressed even the most contemptuous of their 
critics.26

Simply put, the early church refused to participate in the 
tribalism (religio) of ancient culture, while at the same time 
demonstrating a love that transcended culture, gender, 
politics, or economic status.  Yes, the church was seen as 
exclusive, yet it was a generous exclusivity. The church 
was open to all who desired to know Jesus who was THE 
way, truth, and life!  Their allegiance was to Jesus alone!  
It was the church’s commitment to, and love for Jesus, that 
prohibited them from participating in the religio (tribalism) 
of the ancient world.  Understanding themselves to be 
forgiven and reconciled to God through Christ and Christ 
alone, as well as under the authority of Scripture that defined 
the community of faith, disciples of Jesus lived faithfully 
amidst an often hostile environment.  While the ancient, 

24 Ibid, 18. 
25  Larry Hurtado. Destroyer of the Gods: Early Christian Distinctive-
ness in the Roman World (Waco, Texas: Baylor University Press, 2016).
26 Hartung, “Back to the Future,” 22. 
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dominant culture did certainly view Christians as an oddity, 
even dangerous, still, even the critics of Christianity had to 
confess, “Look how they love one another.”27  

This is the challenge and opportunity before the church 
today!  While the “tribal fault lines” in our culture today are 
unique to our time and place, “drawn in terms of party, 
political ideology, or identification with a particular interest 
group,”28 the church has the opportunity to offer a community 
that is exclusive in its allegiance to Christ, yet inclusive in 
its insistence that all people are loved and valued by God 
based on His love and grace—not our worthiness, tribe, or 
political viewpoint.  As Hartung explains:  

 The experience of the early Christians reminds us 
that the church must always transcend these divisions.  In 
the first centuries of the church, it was the love and charity 
of Christians that first drew many to hear the gospel.  When 
faced with pressure to show devotion to the religio of the 
age, our communities must welcome the native-born and 
the foreigner, the liberal and the conservative, the weak 
and the powerful.  As the fault lines grow deeper, we must 
show more unity and a greater willingness to challenge 
social divisions in the name of Christ.29

It is precisely in this cultural moment, often divided by angry 
tribalism and hostile rhetoric, that learning emotionally 
healthy ways of relating based on Biblical principles can be 
a way of loving our neighbor as we love ourselves.  Knowing 
that we are defined by Christ and not culture; knowing that 
we do not have to be perfect because Jesus was perfect 
for us; knowing that as a human beings we are all broken, 
flawed, limited, and valued sons and daughters of God; 
and knowing that we have an absolute truth that we can 
trust, that can guide our lives, all of these truths frees us 
be God’s people.  A people who wait for the day when all 
hostility will be ended, political fighting will cease, death will 
be swallowed up, and the peace of God will reign forever!            

The heart of the Christian faith in the first century culture 
is the heart of the Christian faith now:  the Gospel!  The 
announcement that God has entered into human history 
through the incarnation of Jesus Christ, who was crucified, 
died, and was buried.  But, on the third day He rose 
again!  During His earthly ministry, Jesus described and 
demonstrated how life was to be lived now that the “Kingdom 
of God is at hand…” (Mark 1.15)  Churches today must 
immerse disciples in this Gospel story (Biblical worldview), 
offering true, spiritual food through Word and Sacrament; 
all for the purpose of sending these disciples out into an 
often hostile culture, in order to live lives of faithful love and 
service to their neighbors.  

As it was in the early days of Christianity, and as it is for 
many Christians in our world today; it is beginning to cost 
something to be a Christian in America—not as much as 
in many places in the world or in much of history, but more 

27 Tertullian of Carthage. Apology 39.7. 
28  Hartung, “Back to the Future,” 18.
29  Ibid. 

than it used to.  Perhaps this is good news.  The church 
has always grown stronger during difficult times.  True 
commitment to anything necessarily means saying no to 
other choices and options.  Commitment builds character 
which leads to hope.  The Bible tells us so:

 “… but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope 
does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us.” (Romans 5.3-5)     

I agree with social commentator, Os Guiness, when he 
says that our challenge as Christians today is…

 …that we trust in God and his gospel and move 
out confidently into the world…and thus challenge the 
darkness with the hope of Christian faith, believing in 
an outcome that lies beyond the horizon of all that we 
can see and accomplish today.30

As a church, Red Hill will continue our work of making 
disciples of Jesus.  We will proclaim the Gospel and 
administer the Sacraments.  We will seek to offer Biblical 
counsel, and provide the resources necessary for our 
people to relate to others in healthy, God-honoring ways 
that promotes civility and community.  We will continue to 
provide a distinctively Lutheran, Christian education for our 
children at Red Hill Lutheran School, as well as through our 
Youth and Family ministries on Sunday and during the week.  
And, we will continue to pray for one another, believing that 
“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working” (James 5.16).  

Finally, we will continue to seek the Lord’s will and guidance 
for our church and school, looking to our Heavenly Father 
to be our power.  The reason we will continue to do all of 
these things is simple:  because, “The Bible tells me (us) so!”      

30  Os Guiness. Renaissance: The Power of the Gospel However Dark 
the Times (Downer Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2014), 28.
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Winter Sermon Series
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

December : Advent and Christmas:  “God Came Near” 
The word “Advent” derives 
from the Latin “Adventus,” 
meaning “Coming,” or 
“Arrival.”  The Advent 
season is the beginning 
of a new liturgical year (in 
the Western churches) 
and encompasses a brief, four-week span of time from the 
fourth Sunday before Christmas, until the celebration of the 
birth of our Lord (Christmas).  During Advent, we wait and 
watch for the “coming” and “arrival” of Jesus Christ.

Advent guides us through the Biblical story of hope and 
expectation for the long-awaited Messiah; God’s chosen 
servant who will set the world right.  In order to accomplish 
this task, Advent looks back at the birth of Jesus as the 
fulfillment of God’s promised Messiah and forward to the 
promised second coming of Jesus to consummate the divine 
promise of a healed world.  The Church Father Augustine 
wrote this about the dual-focus of Advent: 

The first coming of Christ the Lord, God’s son and our 
God, was in obscurity; the second will be in the sight 
of the whole world.  When he came in obscurity no one 
recognized him but his own servants; when he comes 
openly he will be known by both good people and bad.  
When he came in obscurity, it was to be judged; when 
he comes openly it will be to judge. 

In this Advent and Christmas series, we will explore this 
dual-reality that God has come near to us in the birth of 
Jesus Christ and, one day, He will come near again as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  In this in-between time, 
Jesus remains near to us through His Holy Spirit.  We will 
explore how His coming near has changed, and continues 
to change, the course of human history, transforming the 
world and our lives!  

Advent 1-December 3rd:  Get Ready!”  
Texts: Isaiah 64:1–9; 1 Corinthians 1:3–9; Mark 13:24–37

Advent 2-December 10th:  “The Promise”
Texts: Isaiah 40:1–11; 2 Peter 3:8–14; Mark 1:1–8

Advent 3-December 17th:  “Preparing the Way” 
Texts: Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24; John 
1:6–8, 19–28

Advent 4-December 24th: (One Service, 10:00 a.m.)  “Not 
What You Expect”   
Texts:  2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16; Romans 16:25–27; Luke 
1:26–38

Christmas Eve:  “God Came Near” 
3:00 and 5:00 pm Children’s Service with Live Nativity 
7:00 and 9:00 pm Traditional Candlelight  
Text(s):  Isaiah 62:10–12; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2.1–14 (15–20)

December 25th:  Christmas Day:  “The Eternal in Time”   
Texts: Isaiah 52:7–10; Hebrews 1:1–6 (7–12); John 1:1–14 
(15–18) 

First Sunday of Christmas-December 31st: “Fulfilled 
Promises”
Texts: Isaiah 61:10–62:3; Galatians 4:4–7; Luke 2:22–40 

January-February 2018:  Epiphany:  “’There’s An App 
for That!’ The Power and Practice of Prayer”  
In our technological world, an app (application) is a tool 
used on our smart phones so we can access various goods 
and services—such as information and directions.  In our 
spiritual lives, God has likewise given us a “tool” that we 
can use to access information and directions—it’s called 
prayer!  God invites us to pray to Him anytime, anywhere, 
about anything!  

Beginning in January, we will be in the season of Epiphany.  
During the Epiphany season, we focus on the truth that 
Jesus is the light of the world—the One who has come to 
lead us out of darkness into His marvelous light!  One way 
we seek to be led by Jesus Christ and follow Him as His 
disciples, is through the practice of prayer.  Plan on being 
with us as we explore the nature of prayer, the practice of 
prayer, and the God that we pray to!

January 7th:     (The Baptism of Jesus):  “What is Prayer?”
January 14th:  “Who Do You Think You’re Talking To?”   
January 21st:  “A Real Conversation”
January 28th:  “Prayer as Praise” 
February 4th: “Prayer and Struggle” 
February 11th:   (Transfiguration Sunday): “The Practice 
of Prayer”
 

February-March 2018:  Lent:  “The Seven Greatest 
Words of Love:  Jesus’ Final Words form the Cross”  
This Lenten series will focus on the seven last words that 
Jesus spoke from the cross during His final hours.  These 
powerful words reveal the full meaning, passion, and 
blessings that come from the heart of Jesus before His 
ultimate death and resurrection—words of forgiveness, 
assurance, love, trust, and hope.

February 14th:  (Ash Wednesday): “The Word of Forgiveness” 
February 18th:  “The Word of Assurance”   
February 25th:  “The Word of Love”    
March 4th:     “The Word of Substitution”        
March 11th:  “The Word of Humanity”    
March 18th:  “The Word of Victory”   
March 25th:   (Palm Sunday) “The Word of Trust”  

The preaching of God’s Word happens within the community 
of God’s people.  Not only does God come to us and feed us 
through His Holy Word, He also comes to us and feeds us 
through the Sacrament of Holy Communion!  These means 
of grace happen only within the Worship of the church.  Do 
not miss one single Sunday of Worship.  God is ready to 
meet you—and love you!
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
December: “Who is Jesus?”

Beginning in January 2018
“The Book of Philemon”

Wednesday 7:15am to 8:00am
Prayer Chapel

Teacher: Pastor Seth
On Wednesday mornings, a hearty group of folks gather in 
the Prayer Chapel for a time of singing classical hymns (led 
by our incredible Dr. Linda Brown!), to pray for our needs 
as well as the needs of others, and to study the Bible.  All 
of this in 45 minutes!  If you are looking for a midweek 
“boost,” you are invited to join our Wednesday morning 
Bible study.  This study is open to men and women of all 
ages, and, if you don’t know much about the Bible—this is 
a perfect place for you!  

Presently, we are winding down our study, “Who is Jesus?”  
The person and teachings of Jesus has always been a 
point of debate.  Christians believe that Jesus was God 
incarnate (in the flesh).  At the same time, many people 
believe that Jesus was simply a wise teacher and good man 
who, like others before him, taught a way of life before God.  
Almost every major world religion teaches that Jesus was a 
prophet, or a good teacher, even a godly man.  However, 
the question before every individual is the same question 
Jesus asked His disciples:  “Who do you say that I am?”  

The focus of this study is what the Bible tells us about 
Jesus—He is more than a teacher; simple a good and 
godly man—He was and is the promised Messiah—sent 
by God to set the world to rights—which includes your and 
my life as well!

As we near the end of this study, we will examine the person, 
work, and power of Jesus Christ.  We will study the culture 
and history around the time of Jesus, and how the Bible 
describes the person of Jesus and what He has come to 
do for us!  Finally, we will examine how we can know and 
love Jesus personally, living daily for Him!  Subjects still to 
be studied in this class will be:

•	 The Controversial Life and Times 
of Jesus

•	 The Miraculous Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus

•	 The Jesus Left Behind

•	 How We Can Trust and Follow 
Jesus Today

Even if you have not yet been a part of this class, you can 
join us at any point in our study.

Beginning in January 2018:
The Book of Philemon.
The Christian faith developed in a complex social setting 
with many conflicting religions and philosophies. One of 
the characteristics of this pluralistic environment was that 
anyone could justify anything in the name of a “god” or even 
“goddess.”  As R.R. Melick notes, “Christianity met these 
challenges.  Christians claimed that faith in Christ brought 
a totally new way of thinking and acting.  Everywhere 
Christianity spread, a sense of morality and social justice 
naturally went with it.”1  The same is true today!  We live in 
a time of competing religions and philosophies.  How does 
Christianity differ from our pluralistic society today?  

The Epistle to Philemon addresses this question.  Written 
by Paul in roughly 61 A.D., Philemon is:

…an informal letter addressed to a man converted to 
Christ by the apostle Paul.  He was a slave  owner of 
significant means, who apparently had some influence in 
the local church.  Paul challenged his dear friend Philemon 
to consider the impact of Christ on the institution of slavery, 
the worth of all people, and the necessity of acting like God 
in forgiving and restoring those who fail…Paul wanted 
Philemon to accept and restore Onesimus, a runaway 
slave.2 

What we will discover in this very brief letter from Saint Paul, 
is how Christians are to live now according to the values 
of the age to come—the Kingdom of God.  The coming of 
Jesus has made all things new—even in the midst of this 
“old world” characterized by sin, division, and fear.  

Has the coming of Jesus changed the way you live today?  
How does the Kingdom of God impact the “kingdoms” in 
your own life?   You are welcome to join us in our study of 
Philemon.  (At the conclusion of our study, many in the class 
head over to Coco’s Restaurant in Tustin for breakfast and 
continuing conversation).  

Bring your Bible (if you don’t have one, we’ll get one for you)!  
You are always welcome as we study the Word of God!  

1  R.R. Melick. Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Nashville: Broad-
man & Holman Publishers, 1991).
2  Ibid.
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Getting to Know Our Red Hill Community
by Heather Bullock

While many of our church members know and recognize 
the names and faces of some of our school staff, such as 
Mr. and Mrs. Brenner, and Mrs. Browne we would like to 
introduce you to staff that you may not be familiar with and 
the gifts and talents they bring to 
our community.

This quarter, we are happy to 
introduce Mr. Mark Wakita. This 
is his second year as the Middle 
School Science teacher at RHLS 
and he feels richly blessed for the 
opportunity God has provided to 
help students learn the intricacy and 
wonder of His work.  

In  add i t ion to  h is  teach ing 
experience, he has an engineering background designing 
things from aircraft radar, to satellite communication 
systems, to cell phones.  He holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree from California State University at Northridge, 
a Master of Science in Electrical Engineering from the 
University of Southern California, and his Multiple Subject 
Teaching Credential from California State University at 
Fullerton.  

Mr. Wakita has also been blessed in building a successful 
business that supports children and families.  At home, the 
Wakita Family consists of his wife of 22 years, his daughters 
(a high school senior and a 6th grader), and their pup Lincoln.

Mr. Wakita believes teaching Middle School Science is 
more than just instructing children on the components 
of Science Standards. It is also helping them to build a 
unique understanding and appreciation of the beauty and 
complexity of God’s creation through the lens of science.  
His goal is for children to learn, experiment, think and pray/
praise, having fun along the way. 

Many of you may recognize Mr. Adam Curiel. He is a 
member of Red Hill Lutheran and attends services with his 
wife Elsa. Adam is our Head Maintenance Supervisor and 
has been with Red Hill Lutheran since January 2011.  Adam 
brings many gifts and talents to our custodial staff including 
being a certified electrician.
Adam attended school at South Pasadena High School. He 
then served our nation in the US Navy in Submarine Service. 

Adam has two adult sons, Adam 
and Matt, both graduates of Red 
Hill Lutheran School. While dad is 
a veteran, both sons have followed 
in their fathers’s footsteps and 
became members of our U. S. 
Armed Services.

On most days, Adam can be 
found maintaining the properties, 
however he enjoys spending time 
outside of work with his two dogs 

and doing things with his wife. Adam also spends his time 
helping to serve with the Street Team in Santa Ana, feeding 
the homeless.

Shelli Haynes is new to our staff 
this year. She is the Assistant 
Director of Youth and Family 
Ministry.  Shelli partners with 
Jennifer Brenner and Carmen 
Gogosha and heads up Children’s 
Ministry and Ministry to High 
School students here at Red Hill.  
Shelli has a BA from Concordia 
Irvine in Religious Studies and is 
Director of Christian Education 
ceritified.  She also holds a MS in 
Family Ministry from Concordia Unicersity, Seward.  Shelli 
is currently working on a National Coaching Certificate 
through the Center for US Missions in the hope of helping 
to develop and encourage ministry leaders in paid and 
volunteer positions within the community.  

Shelli has served as a Lifespan Educator within LCMS 
congregations in the southern CA region for the past 21 
years.  She is passionate about supporting families, and 
loves to share God’s love to people of all ages!  Shelli is a 
nationally recognized speaker and shares Jesus with groups 
of all ages all over the country.

Shelli is married to Travis, a math teacher and soccer coach 
at Irvine High School.  Together they are raising Megan, 17, 
and Mandy, 15.  Both girls attend El Dorado High School in 
Placentia, and are active in Musical Theater and Mock Trial.   

Shelli loves reading, cooking, hosting friends, and a favorite 
treat is time with God on Newport Beach!  She is thrilled to 
love and encourage families here in this community!

Another familiar face to Red Hill 
Lutheran is Matt Smith. Matt 
says, “I am incredibly blessed and 
excited to begin my fourth year as 
part of the Red Hill Lutheran School 
family.”  

Matt earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Business Administration 
from Cal Poly Pomona, an MBA in 
Finance from Cal State Fullerton, 

as well as a Single Subject Teaching Credential in Math 
from Cal State Fullerton.  Matt, his wife Carrie, and their 
three daughters attend Red Hill Lutheran Church.  In Matt’s 
free time, he enjoys spending time with his girls, surfing, 
golfing, and camping.

In the classroom, Matt strives to engage students in 
Common Core-aligned lessons with a focus on hands-
on activities, and problem-based learning.  He feels truly 
blessed and fortunate to be able to work with young students 
and have the opportunity to impact their lives for the Lord!
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Epiphany at Red Hill Lutheran School
By Paul Marquardt, Principal

When was the last time you had an epiphany?  Have 
you had an ‘aha’ moment lately?  These events happen 
within Red Hill Lutheran School on a weekly and daily 
basis throughout the school year.  The faculty and staff 
at Red Hill Lutheran School would like to believe that it is 
our amazing teaching that produces these enlightenment 
moments; however, if we are honest, much of the childhood 
maturation process lends itself to curiosity and learning new 
skills without our intervention.  Parents and teachers simply 
are given the opportunity to help construct and lead children 
as they mature.  Simple, maybe; immensely important, you 
bet!  But wait, there must be more.

Let’s not misunderstand the charge given to us by God in 
His Word, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old he will not depart from it”. (Proverbs 22:6 
ESV).  Education, at its core, is a responsibility that comes 
with the title of ‘parent’, whether we want to accept it or not.  
Today, most parents choose to partner with ‘professional 
educators’ to help them with this immense educational 
responsibility.  It has been this way for the better part of 
the past century.

Research shows us that the success of the partnership 
between parent and teacher is a key factor in children 
attaining educational goals and attaining a positive self-
concept.  The more closely aligned parent and teachers 
are in their beliefs, philosophies, and morals, the more 
successful the educational partnership will be.

It is critical that the RHLS admissions process is finely tuned 
so that we at RHLS can clearly articulate to parents what 
we value, what we believe, and what we teach (see article 
by Lori Browne).  Equally important is that we seek parents 
who not only value these same attributes, but also admit 
that working on teaching them to their children together in 
harmony with their child’s teacher will be more successful 
when done in unity than individually.

So, what do we do at RHLS and how do we go about doing 
it?  I believe that these foundational questions were foremost 
in the minds of the founders of Red Hill Lutheran Church.  
Their answers were intimately entwined with our theme 
and focus today: make Jesus known as Lord, Savior, and 
King through educational ministries.  Seeking to address 
these questions, the founding members of Red Hill Lutheran 
sought to invest in the eternally important process of offering 
formal Christian education for children.

In 1962, Red Hill Lutheran School began on the premise 
of “What you are is God’s gift to you, what you do with that 
gift is your gift back to God.”  To this day, it is of utmost 
importance that our academic education is top notch and 
state of the art.  Our founders knew that rigorous academics 
were important; for God has richly blessed his creation 
(formed in His likeness) with unlimited potential.  However, 

knowledge for knowledge sake is not what God intended.  
Knowing that God is our creator, the one who directs our 
lives, is essentially important for everyone.  This requires 
that we not only integrate Biblical knowledge and truths into 
the educational process, but that we lead with them and 
model them; constantly making direct links to Jesus Christ 
as our ‘true north’ in a sin filled world.

Looking back at the past 55+ years since Red Hill Lutheran 
School opened its’ doors in 1962, we know that over 13,000 
students have been provided with Biblically based Christian 
educational opportunities on a daily basis here at Red Hill 
Lutheran School.  These students, many of whom are now 
parents and grandparents (some already called home to 
be in heaven) have all been provided with God’s Word and 
the Holy Spirit has worked in and through His Word in their 
lives for His good and perfect purpose.

Providing this opportunity is no easy task, and comes at 
a high cost.  Many extra hours of work, and hundreds of 
thousands of dollars are expended on this ‘mission’ among 
the many children and families God brings to our doorstep 
here at Red Hill Lutheran.  Over the past six decades this 
eternally important task of Christian education has proved 
to be an amazing investment with an unlimited return, 
as children have blossomed into Christian parents and 
grandparents, exponentially multiplying the effect of the 
Christian education that began in their lives here at Red 
Hill Lutheran School in Tustin, California.

What do we do at Red Hill Lutheran School?  We provide 
Biblically based Christian education that seeks to fully 
develop each child’s God given gifts, so that they are 
prepared to serve Christ Jesus with their lives today, 
tomorrow, and until they are called home to heaven by our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

How do we do this “Biblically based Christian education” 
at Red Hill Lutheran School?  First and foremost, we seek 
God’s guidance and direction.  We then give our very best as 
we daily challenge ourselves, our students, and parents in 
all aspects of learning and development (academic subjects, 
social interactions, ethical standards and morals).  We do 
all this anchored to God’s Word and tethered together as 
a Christian community of believers that seeks to support 
and build up the body of Christ.

The faces of the children who have been blessed by the 
selfless investment made by thousands of members of 
Red Hill Lutheran tell amazing stories.  As you take a look 
at some of the class photos from past decades of RHLS 
graduates, imagine where these people are today, how 
many lives they have encountered, and if the investment in 
the Great Commission here at RHLS is worth it.
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One such student, 
Steve Neumann, a 
1985 graduate (front 
row r ight  s ide of 
1985 RHLS 8th grade 
photo) and former 
member of Red Hill 
Lutheran has been 
serving the California 
Highway Patrol Air 
Operations Division 
in central California 
as sergeant for the 
past several years 
(pictures of Steve and 
family). Steve Neumann is the son of Mr. James Neumann, 
RHLS Principal [1970-1986].  Taking a close look at these 
select RHLS graduation photos you may recognize family 
members and friends.  The legacy that God has built through 
His church here at Red Hill Lutheran in Tustin, California 
is something to build upon for the future God has planned 
for us here.

Steve Neumann & family

Class of 1965

Class of 1970

Class of 1975

Class of 1985 (Steve Nuemann, front row - far right)

Class of 1995

Class of 2005

Class of 2017

What will the next 50 plus years bring?  How will God use 
the many gifts and talents He has placed here?  When 
was the last time you had an epiphany?  Have you had 
an ‘aha’ moment lately?  Prayerfully ask God how you can 
continue to use your God given gifts in support of our local 
Christian educational ministry and mission.  This issue 
of The Vine is full of various articles providing a glimpse 
into Red Hill Lutheran School.  However, nothing can truly 
compare to seeing and touching the real thing (see doubting 
Thomas story, John 20: 24-29). Please consider visiting 
Red Hill Lutheran School at any time to view for yourself 
what we do and how we do it.  We welcome visitors into 
this eternally important Christian educational ministry; we 
encourage need your involvement, participation, and input.  
The Lord’s plans are rarely carried out without his people’s 
hands and feet.
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Robotics at RHLS
By Matt Smith, Middle School Math Teacher

Red Hill Lutheran School has been, and will continue to 
be, committed to providing students with a biblically based 
education that doesn’t sacrifice academics and rigor for 
spiritual growth.  With that in mind, RHLS was blessed to 
recently unveil a new elective program offered exclusively 
(for now) to middle school students.  The Project Lead 
the Way (PLTW) Automation and Robotics course allows 
students to explore mechanical systems, energy transfer, 
machine automation, and computer control systems.  
Facilitated by Mr. Matthew Smith, middle school math 
teacher and RHLC member, this hands-on course focuses 
on an exciting combination of mechanical engineering and 
computer programming, designed to keep students on the 
forefront of 21st century skills!

In the program’s first few months, RHLS students explored 
and built a variety of mechanisms to transform energy.  The 
mechanisms ranged from gear trains (found in clocks and 
cars) and chain drives (found on almost every bicycle) to 
rack and pinions (how most automobile steering systems 
operate, and coincidentally, how the middle school chair lift 
works).  Students discovered how each mechanism takes 
an input force and movement and transforms it into a desired 
(and often different) output force and movement. One 
student in particular shared that learning about mechanisms 
has already “changed the way I look at the world!”

Once students experienced and discovered first-hand the 
purpose of the different mechanical systems, the fun truly 
began!  The students’ first design challenge was to conceive 
and build a pull-toy that transformed the energy from the 
wheels to animate another part of their toy.  Students came 
up with some awesome and fun toys, including a number of 
animals with bobbing heads and moving limbs, to a steam 
train with animated puffs of smoke, to a simulation of a 
baseball batting practice session.  

RHLS students are excited to now delve into the world of 
automation, where their designs and builds will be brought 
to life with motors and coding!  Their skills will be challenged 
as they progress through a series of ten engineering and 
programming challenges!  Be on the lookout for RHLS 
robotics students who are eager to show off their creations 
in the coming months. 

If you’re interested in a tour of the robotics and STEAM 
facilities, find Mr. Smith on Sundays or reach out to him 
at msmith@redhillschool.org.  You can also find regular 
robotics pictures and videos on his Instagram page @
mrmatthewsmith.     

Ava and Alyssia pictured with their steaming steam train. 
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Rachel and Emma show off their gear train with idler. 

Sean and Tyler working together on their chain drive.

Ty, Andy, and Ojas (not pictured) with their batting practice simulation.

Claire and Coral pictured with their head-bobbing giraffe
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Project Based Learning
By Lisa Tarkoff, Assistant Principal

Since 2008, I have been a participant of the UCI Writing 
Project, an organization committed to improving student 
reading and writing through research-based, high quality 
instruction. By association with this group, Red Hill Lutheran 
School students in all grade levels have benefitted in 
a myriad of ways including the implementation of a 
systematic, standards-based language arts program. Our 
school’s dedication to staff training and development, using 
resources from the Writing Project, along with our teachers’ 
enthusiastic commitment to student learning, has raised the 
caliber and rigor of our academic program. RHLS graduates 
report a high level of preparedness for high school, due in 
large part to the outstanding learning opportunities provided 
to them. 

Some of the specific projects implemented by RHLS, in 
conjunction with UCI, include project-based learning, which 
are cross-curricular lessons that have a real life audience. 
Through these lessons, students have designed and 
presented science lab remodel proposals, raised funds for 
an Automatic External Defibrillators, and created Public 
Service Announcements that raised over $3000 for the 
Orange County Rescue Mission. Representing a model 
program, RHLS projects have been shared with other 
schools in California, including teachers in the Anaheim 
Union High School District, Norwalk-La Mirada Unified 
School District, and pre-service credential teacher at the 
University of California, Irvine. 

In the 2017-2018 school year, the RHLS middle school 
has the honor of being selected to participate in a National 
Writing Project College-Ready Writers Program. Through 
this program, students will read critically, explore multiple 
points of view, and take a stand on important issues. What 
sets Red Hill Lutheran School apart is that we have the 
blessing of adding the Christian worldview lens as students 
explore how to develop strong academic discourse with a 
biblical foundation. We are thankful that our school is able 
to bring current and relevant curriculum and instructional 
strategies to our students in order to strengthen God’s 
kingdom. 

Some links to our work:
Science lab remodel is included in this book:
https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/books/helping_
english_learners

Website for science lab PBL:
http://tarkoffpblsciencelab.weebly.com

YouTube Channel: PSA’s 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcxYDv4AC3NK
MZbS28WcQBOZz9m9wAsRJ

National Writing Project Program:
https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/doc/programs/crwp.

csp

Mrs. Lisa Tarkoff and her excellent writing achievers!
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Red Hill Lutheran Preschool
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

In 2015, as part of the accreditation process, Red Hill 
Lutheran preschool completed and submitted a School 
Improvement Plan (SIP) which included five RHLS 
preschool defined goals.  The purpose of SIPs are to 
provide evidence of continuing improvement goals. These 
improvement goals reflect the preschool’s plans for meeting 
the greatest needs of the children. This past year, we have 
continued to accomplish many wonderful goals with the 
inclusion of STEAM 
(science, technology, 
engineering, arts, & 
math), common core 
teacher training, 
parent education, 
and with the 
enhancement to the 
preschool’s Learning 
Garden.

A qualified Christian 
staff is essential 
and important to 
our early childhood 
program.  In an effort 
to maintain a quality 
preschool program 
we wanted to provide 
new, current, and 
ongoing education 
to our preschool 
teachers. With STEAM, 
as last year’s theme, our preschool teachers took part in 
professional development trainings in both STEAM and 
Common Core. The preschool teachers viewed webinars, 
power point presentations and practiced lesson planning 
using Common Core ECE standards as well as integrating 
more STEAM activities into all of their individual age group 
lesson plans (i.e. “engineer/build the lion’s den from Daniel 
and the Lion’s Den bible story.”). 

An enhanced Learning Garden has proven to be a 
wonderful extended sensory and learning experience. 
Gardening, for children, helps them learn to predict, 
plan, observe, weed, water, measure, collaborate, and 
research. This year with the help of Mr. Juan, we built 

upon our year-round preschool learning garden by adding 
strong, supportive, individual classroom gardening boxes.  
Throughout the year, each classroom will be given the 
opportunity to plant, water, observe and harvest plants 
and vegetables.  

Our early childhood program commits itself to strengthening 
the development of our preschool families. We understand 

the importance 
of parents as the 
first and foremost 
educators of their 
children.  

We continue to 
look for new ways 
to provide our 
families with current 
information that will 
help them strengthen 
their families and the 
development of their 
children.  

As part of providing 
resources to our 
families, we have 
updated our Family 
Classroom Binders 
to include Help Me 
Grow flyers. Help 

Me Grow is a free 
resource that will connect children and their families to 
developmental services to enhance the development, 
behavior and learning of children birth through eight years. 
Parents and guardians will be encouraged to connect with 
this new resource to assist them with their Christian family 
formation and development. We are looking forward to 
continuing child centered improvements with new ways to 
build upon the development of our preschool. As stated in 
our Purpose Statement, we strive to develop, nurture, and 
equip students to positively impact their world for Jesus 
Christ through a Bible-based, well-balanced education.

Our Preschool Learning Garden!
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Admissions at Red Hill Lutheran School 
by Lori Browne, Director of Admissions

In my role in admissions, I meet with prospective Red Hill 
Lutheran School families and enjoy the opportunity to give 
tours of our preschool through 8th grade programs.  The 
majority of our families live in Tustin and Irvine, which 
have very good public schools. Many parents share news 
that they intentionally moved to the area because of the 
public schools, and admit they are a little surprised to find 
themselves coming for a tour of a private school.  I assure 
them many families have made the same comment and 
what I have learned over the past 10 years is that families 
who enroll at RHLS want MORE for their children. 

Parents value our small class sizes. Teachers are able to 
get to really know and treasure each student in their classes, 
and to differentiate instruction based on the student’s 
abilities.  This means students who are ready to learn at 
a faster pace can be challenged, and students who need 
extra support are able to be taught at the level and in the 
way that is meaningful for them.  With smaller classes, our 
students have many opportunities to express themselves 
and build both confidence and public speaking skills.  For 
example, kindergarteners present pumpkins they have 
decorated as favorite book characters while 8th graders 
are debating and conducting mock trials.

As a Christian school, we are able to integrate Biblical 
truth and principles into all subjects in the classroom, and 
activities on the playground. Students learn to make Biblical 
connections in their lessons, making God’s word relevant 
and applicable. Our emphasis on Christian character 
qualities, monthly philanthropies and our big buddy/little 
buddy programs help students to be aware of others’ needs 
and encourage a caring environment where students know 
respectful behavior is the standard. Students are excited 
about filling Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes, they 
work together to pack lunches for Mary’s Kitchen (which 
serves the homeless), and they collect canned goods for 
families in need at the Orange County Rescue Mission.  

With 300+ students in our K-8 program and 120 students 
in our preschool program, we are just the right size for our 
administration to be able to know all of our students’ names, 
parents’ names and we are close to mastering the names 
of grandparents who help to bring their grandchildren to 
and from school. This helps to build a strong sense of 
community, where students and families know they are 
important and valued.

Specialty classes are built into all K-5th grade schedules, and 
become electives for middle school students. Our students 
have many opportunities to explore interests and to try new 
things through:

Music – both instrumental and vocal instruction
3rd graders play ukuleles
4th graders play violins or cellos
5th graders play concert band instruments

Performing Arts  
Computers
Spanish 
P.E.
Learning Garden
Pacific Symphony Class Act School
Art Masters Program
STEAM Instruction 

Priority registration for Red Hill Lutheran Church and School 
Families opens January 16th to secure spaces for Fall 2018. 
Please contact Lori Browne to schedule a school tour 
(714)544-3132 x111 or LBrowne@redhilschool.org 
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Red Hill Lutheran School’s Impact On the Orange County Community
By Scott Browne, President of Red Hill Lutheran Church Board-of-Directors

As I was looking at the theme for this issue, I was reminded 
of three “snapshots” I had recently locked in my mind about 
Red Hill Lutheran School. 

Lori and I recently went to the Great Park in Irvine, to watch 
a flag football team playing in  the Irvine city leagues.  This 
team includes eight boys from Red Hill Lutheran School.  
It was so much fun to encourage the boys, visit with their 
parents, and meet the parents from the other team.  One 
highlight of the night was when Principal Paul Marquardt and 
his wife Megan came to cheer on the team!   The players, 
and their families,  were so pleased to see Paul and Meg, 
and it was a great night!  As we met families from  the 
other team, they were amazed that the Principal came out 
on a Friday night to watch the game.

Not too many days later, we went to a Red Hill Flag Lutheran 
School Flag Football game, versus Salem Lutheran’s team, 
at Centennial Park in Tustin Meadows.  The highlight of this 
game was when Madox Greene, who uses a wheelchair 
for stability while healing from a hip condition, played QB 
for the fourth quarter, leading a touchdown drive for Red 
Hill. For Madox, the normal flag-tackle rules were replaced 
by a timed pass release rule, so that he could play and 
contribute without being endangered, or the integrity of 
the game being set aside. 

Here are two great examples which show us something 
about the impact of Red Hill Lutheran School on Orange 
County.  In the first case, Red Hill students are part of a 
“secular” team.  These boys make their faith known through 
their positive words and actions, their sportsmanship and 
encouragement.   Not because it is required by the rules 
of the Irvine Flag Football League, but because these boys 
are receiving, at Red Hill Lutheran, an education which 
includes a source (the Bible), an example (Jesus), and a 
way of life (Kingdom Living).  But it is not the Church and 
School alone!  These Red Hill Students  are being raised by 
families who have made a considerable financial sacrifice 
(versus public school), because the parents have prioritized 
a Christian Learning environment above  buying more stuff, 
newer cars, bigger houses, fancier vacations .

Our Red Hill students are salt and light wherever they go, 
because their families have invested in developing the whole 
person.   RHLCS’ Pastors, teachers and staff have committed 
to treating each student as an unrepeatable miracle of 
God’s creative love, and our church has helped sustain this 
ministry through prayer, finances, talent, and facilities.

Just as the Irvine Flag Football game shows their light 
to the world, the Madox Greene Football game shows us 
what is special in the way Christians deal with each other 
within the community of faith.  Here, we spend even more 
time appreciating the talents, skills, and abilities of our 
brothers and sisters, making an extra effort to adjust and 
accommodate, far beyond what society expects of us.

Two weeks later, the Wednesday Chapel at Red Hill featured 
the collection of 837 Operation Christmas Child boxes.  Our 
school and church families took the time to shop for both 
necessities and fun surprises for children throughout the 
world! 

We follow Jesus Christ.  He met people where they were, 
accepted them although they were often society’s outcasts, 
and took care of their personal needs through miraculous 
healing and Kingdom teaching.  It was only at the end of 
these encounters He told people to “Go and sin no more”, 
not at the beginning!

RHLCS people are missionaries of Christian love, service, 
acceptance, and help, far beyond the norms of current 
society, at work, school, and in the community. Beyond 
this, RHLCS people display extra patience, love, and 
accommodation for other Christians we meet along the way.  
Jesus leads our days and our lives in personal sacrifice and 
charity for people in need, who we have never met, and 
who will never be able to return our charity.  

Red Hill Lutheran Church and School witnesses to Orange 
County and the World, because Our Lord has commanded 
it, because He has shown us His love for us, because His 
Spirit lives in us.   

Our students and their Operation Shoeboxes
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Youth and Family Ministry   

“Moses Had It Right, It Really Does Take a Village”
The Value of Collaboration Between Christian Education and Youth Ministry

By Jennifer Brenner, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Maybe you’ve heard the popular phrase, “It takes a village” 
to raise-up youth.  Or perhaps, the idea of, “we is better 
than me” has infiltrated your sports team or your work 
environment.  These sentiments are certainly something we 
subscribed to here at Red Hill Lutheran within our Church 
and School community.  This is further evidenced through 
students being engaged as 21st Century Learners: creative, 
collaborative, communicative and critical thinkers both in 
the school arena and in our youth group Bible study and 
small group experiences each week.  The idea of teamwork 
and collaboration also resonates significantly amongst the 
leadership, faculty staff, and parents at RHL.  With Latin 
origins from the word collaborate,  

col, meaning “together” + laborare, “to work”

collaboration is paramount to success in any organization, 
team, company, or mission.  Although some may say they 
prefer to work alone or that they are naturally an introvert, 
it is not often in today’s society that we accomplish things 
truly in isolation.  We just need to take a look at the Creation 
story to remind us that God values the idea that man shall 
not work alone, welcome Eve!  Perhaps we can take a 
further collaborative cue from Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, which 
expresses the value and literal strength of joint efforts from 
a biblical context when it says, “Two are better than one, 
because they have a good return for their labor; If either 
of them falls down, one can help the other up.  But pity 
anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.  Also, if 
two lie down together, they will keep warm.  But how can 
one keep warm alone?  Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is 
not quickly broken.”  This image of a three-corded strand 
easily correlates to Youth and Family Ministry working in 
collaboration with Christian education at Red Hill via the 
preeminence of Jesus Christ.  From our senior leadership 
to faculty and staff coupled with parents and students 
themselves, a true connection and partnership has evolved 
over the course of the past year in particular that supports 
a “village” approach to discipleship and continues to gain 
momentum through intentional ministry efforts from both 
the Church and School.  

We are grateful to highlight just a few ways that our Church 
actively engages with the School and vice versa to reach, 
equip and release students into their community and world 
for a great impact for Christ.   This year, we specifically 
identified key areas to integrate our Youth and Family 
Ministry leaders into so that we could increase our presence 
on campus.  Some of these opportunities included: Meet 
the Teacher Days, Back to School Nights, and Wednesday 
chapels so that we might have our best chance to foster 
connections with families and establish a greater presence 
on campus so that school families know they have the 
support of the Church.  This effort includes our Assistant 
Director, Mrs. Shelli Haynes, attending Wednesday Coffee 
Connection out on the patio to meet and greet school 
families alongside our Senior Pastor.  Our Senior Pastor 
continues to teach Confirmation themes in youth group 
throughout the year with the addition of a Pastor Chat for 
students to ask all kinds of questions in a town hall format.  
Our YFM Director, Mrs. Jennifer Brenner, continues in her 
role teaching 7th/8th grade Bible classes for the school.  We 
established several collaborative planning teams comprised 
of YFM leadership and School leadership/staff to host each 
Family First Friday ministry event as a joint effort designed to 
engage families from both the Church and School together 
as one body in Christ.  We also created and disbursed our 
annual Advent bags to all Church and School families that 
provides “one stop shopping” in knowing more about all 
that RHL has to offer throughout the seasons of Advent 
and Epiphany.  Thankfully, we were blessed create a new 
volunteer role for one of our Church members who is also 
a school parent as a joint “Missions Coordinator”.  She 
will serve to integrate missions and service opportunities 
collaboratively with the Church and School and she sits 
on the Missions Board as a liaison for YFM. We infused 
Pre-School and Children’s Ministry information into weekly 
school newsletters, postings in the classroom and within 
the family resource binder made available to parents each 
month.  

Our First Look (PS-5 year olds) Coordinator, Mrs. Carmen 
Gogosha shares the following about her engagement with 
the Pre-school staff and teachers this year: 
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Youth and Family Ministry has formed a wonderful 
partnership with the Preschool. Inside the two classrooms 
we use on Sunday mornings to post our monthly theme. 
We have information about YFM in the Preschool Resource 
Binder for families. We are also included in the RHLS 
Pre-school family newsletter letting families know what is 
happening in Youth and Family Ministry. The First Look 
Coordinator attends the Preschool staff meeting quarterly 
to inform the staff of what is happening in YFM. Also the 
FL Coordinator leads the Preschool Chapel quarterly and 
attends special Preschool events. New this year to VBS 
was our partnership with RHLS Preschool. Their teachers 
taught  all preschool age children who attended VBS as 
well joining us during several 
rotations. We look forward to 
growing our First Look ministry 
by connecting more with RHLS 
Preschool through classroom 
visits, leading Preschool Chapel 
and at tending Preschool 
functions. 

Our YFM volunteers and small group leaders totaling nearly 
70 people integrates both Congregation members and 
School families that truly enriches authentic connections 
and deepens relationships between Church and School.  

Still not totally convinced that collaboration is monumen-
tal in the lives of our youth, consider this rather poignant 
excerpt modified from one of our Orange ministry strategy 
resources, (http://orangeblogs.org/orangeleaders/), that 
embraces the notion that it is absolutely a collaborative 
effort amongst parents, teachers, youth leaders, Pastors, 
coaches, family members, mentors in the lives of our youth 
that truly makes the most impact.  

If it is likely true that no volunteer can ever really know what 
a parent knows, then why recruit anyone to help with or 
teach kids and teenagers? Wouldn’t it just be easier to tell 
parents that they have more time with their child in a year 

than we ever will or that they certainly must care more about 
their child than we do?  If this were true, we might as well 
misquote Deuteronomy 6 to convince parents that it’s their 
job alone, not the church’s, to raise their kids. Just skip the 
part of the text where Moses speaks to every leader in the 
crowd (not just parents). Moses was actually the first guy 
with the idea, “It takes a village.” Sure, parents should be the 
primary influence in their kid’s lives.  But research, experts, 
and statistics suggest that kids who have other adults in 
their lives have better odds at not only surviving life, 
but thriving.  Maybe more churches should take Moses 
seriously when he implied, “We are all responsible for the 
faith and future of the kids in our community.”  The more 

you learn about life stages, the 
more you will be convinced that 
kids need a consistent adult, 
besides their parents.  For ex-
ample, consider these common 
life stage perceptions by youth:

  

•	Preschoolers need a consistent adult because 
unfamiliar faces can frighten them.

•	Elementary kids need a consistent adult because they 
will tell anything to a stranger.

•	Middle School students need a consistent adult 
because nothing else in their life that is consistent.

•	High Schoolers need a consistent adult because they 
only trust people who will show up consistently.

In some phases, students will cry more, talk more, doubt 
more, do more.  That’s why our leaders. . .

•	Embrace  preschoolers so they feel safe.

•	Engage children so they can believe.

•	Affirm middle schoolers so they will continue to believe.

•	Mobilize teenagers to participate in something 
significant outside of themselves.

The leader who shows up once a week for second graders 
will make an easy connection within a few minutes because 
children will believe in anyone.  The leader who shows up 
for sixth graders will have to hang out for a while. Sixth 
graders are skeptics. They need proof over time.  Don’t be 
afraid to challenge yourself as a parent, teacher or leader 
to make different commitments at different phases. Moses 
had it right; it really does take a village. Kids need the light 
of the church and love of home to help them know God. 
Remember, it’s just a phase, so don’t miss it.

It’s Just a Phase!
By Shelli Haynes, Assistant Director, Youth & Family 

Ministry
Holding your newborn in your arms is such an incredible 
experience!  Throughout their childhood, your same child 
might at times be an artist, a scientist, an engineer, or 
a philosopher!  From the time you come home from the 
hospital until you drive this baby to college, you will have 

Some fun at our 
Thanksgiving dinner 

celebrations!

At the root of our YFM partnership and collabo-
ration with the School, the focus remains first and 
foremost on Christ, not the individuals or leaders, 

so that students may strengthen their personal 
relationship with Jesus at every opportunity!  
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936 weeks to live and learn and experience life together.

Red Hill uses the “Orange” ministry strategy as we seek to 
partner with you in your family’s faith development.  The 
impact of the Gospel when partnered with the love and 
influence you have within your child’s life is magnified when 
we work together!  

Throughout the weeks of your child’s life, they will 
experience different needs and face different obstacles.  
Each phase of your child’s life will require something 
different from you as parents and grandparents, and each 
phase will also offer your family different joys and gifts.  Our 
Children’s Ministry is intentional about designing learning 
environments and partnerships with families and Small 
Group Leaders to create a dynamic and strong net of love 
and protection for every child.  We love ministering this way 
and see each and every child as one created in the image 
of our incredible God!

Junior High and High School ministries encounter students 
as they experience growth transitions and faith milestones.  
While exciting and fun, these times of transition or 
milestones can often be stressful and even a bit daunting!  
Don’t think you need to do this alone!  RHL is focused on 
helping families successfully navigate each phase and 
celebrate the weird and the wonderful!  Studies show that 
success and emotional health throughout the adolescent 
journey is correlated with a strong and loving support 
system.  That is one reason that RHL connects students and 
Small Group Leaders!  We are seeking a partnership with 
parents to build students up with support and celebrate the 

joyful phases, and jump in and help during crisis or difficult 
phases.  Every kid is made in God’s image and made to 
love God with their heart, soul, and strength, as they trust 
Jesus for a better future.  Just think about it.  The parenting 
journey from birth to leaving for college is 936 weeks.  Each 
and every week counts!  

*For more information about the Orange theory, phases of 
childhood, or parenting support materials, please see us 
at the Children’s Ministry and/or Youth and Family Ministry 
tables or email us directly jbrenner@redhillchurch.org or 
shaynes@redhillchurch.org

Could you be the next Camp Angel Sponsor? 
Our youth need your help by providing a scholarship for 
students to attend winter or summer camps/missions trips.   
Please consider giving to the YES fund in particular for 
student scholarships for youth events.  You may also speak 
directly with our Pastors or Mrs. Jennifer Brenner, Director 
of Youth and Family Ministry with your desire to support.  
Listen to what a few students have to say about their time 
at camp and the impact your support can have in getting 
them there:   

“Forest Home was a safe haven for me to reconnect with 
God.  My family life is crazy and for a few days I could 
step away from that and just be with God and feel His 
unconditional love for me.” (High School Junior)

“I love winter camp as a weekend to refresh my relationship 
with God and hang out with other Christian kids without 
the pressures of school and my sports.  I couldn’t be here 
without the help from an Angel Sponsor, and I want to say 
thank you from my heart.” (8th grader) 

“Going to camp is such a huge part of my life and the 
worship experience 
is the best!  I feel so 
close to God when 
I praise Him and 
then I take that back 
down the mountain 
to share with others 
how much He loves 
all of us. Thank you to my Angel Sponsor who made this 
possible.”  (High School Freshmen) 
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Community: The Wellspring of Spiritual Disciplines
By Angela Calderon

How are you connecting outside of Sunday worship? We 
are continually working to provide opportunities for all who 
come to RHLC so that we can practice the rich teachings we 
hear during our Sunday sermons. This begins with our large 
group fellowship gatherings intended to help us connect 
with others in a more casual setting.  In an article by Reid 
Smith, he describes fellowship as an important stepping 
stone for growth in all our spiritual disciplines because as 
we nurture relationships with others who are part of the 
“church” or “called out ones,” we will find encouragement 
to persevere in our faith because we have the support of 
other believers around us.  

As friendships in these large group casual settings develop, 
we become more open to a small group setting where 
we experience more of God together through sharing our 
life experiences, prayer and serving with one another.  
That’s why in Hebrews 10:25 we are told to never stop 
meeting together. As Pastor Seth has told us often, life as 
a Christian in this world is becoming increasingly tougher.  
When we gather in small groups, share our stories and see 
other believer’s examples of God working in their lives, it’s 
empowering and provides enrichment for our own life and 
struggles.  I have seen this first hand.  In my darkest times, 
when disappointment and despair engulf my heart and mind, 
I am grateful to those in this community that surround me 
and remind me that I am loved, and God has me in his hand.   

In Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book “Life Together” he writes:  “A 
Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s Word 
to him. He needs him again and again when he becomes 
uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he cannot help 
himself without [distorting] the truth… The Christ in his own 
heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; 
his own heart is uncertain; his brother’s is sure”.    

Throughout the Bible, Jesus and the disciples model  what 
it means to be a real community.  Reid Smith completes his 
article with these words that also apply to what we at Red Hill 
are delving to cultivate in our community connections and 
growth. “The bottom line is that discipleship (learning and 
following Jesus Christ) is a plural activity. The disciples were 
always together in the Gospel accounts. In fact, in every 
instance reference is made to the presence of a disciple, he 
or she is with other disciples.  The heartbeat of our Christian 
life emanates from community.  My life with God and my 
effectiveness as a part of the Body of Christ hinges on my 
relationships with other people. If I am to love God with all 
my heart, soul, mind, and strength, I must be walking in the 
most excellent way of love with my neighbor (Mark 12:29-31; 
1 Corinthians 12:31b). If I am to obey the dozens of ‘one 
another’ commands in the New Testament, grow in Christ, 
and show lost people the way home, I need relationships 
(John 14:21, 13:34-35; 1 John 4:7-12, 20-21). There is no 
more effective way to ensure the outworking of spiritual 
disciplines in my life than through genuine involvement in 
Christian community through a small group.”

Let us ruminate on these insights and ask ourselves, are 
we progressing in the next steps?  Are we seeking ways to 
connect, grow and serve or are we stuck?  If you are not sure 
what your next steps should be, we encourage you to come 
talk with us, so we can help.  Be sure to watch the weekly 
bulletin announcements for various ways you can test out 
different connection, growth and service opportunities.  You 
may not be able to find where God is calling you unless you 
step out and try new things.
Quotes taken from internet article posted at http://www.smallgroups.
com/articles/2007/community-wellspring-of-spiritual-disciplines.
html?paging=off

CONNECT
Ongoing classes each Thursday in the CLC.  
5:45-6:45pm for Bible Study, 7:00-8:00pm Holy Yoga
Lead by Michelle Palmer, certified instructor.  Come 
immerse your self in the wonder of Christ.  Michelle’s 
soothing voice is very relaxing as she reads the meditative 
devotions along with providing encouragement for our daily 
strength.

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday December 31, 2017 on the patio between 
services
We invite you to mingle on the front patio after each church 
service to enjoy some freshly cooked pancakes by our 
favorite grill masters “The Street Team”.  Introduce yourself 
to someone new and check out opportunities for getting 
connected.

GROW
Five Things God uses to Grow your Faith
DVD study presented by Andy Stanley
Small Groups forming for Five Weeks beginning week 
of January 7th
This is a great first step.  This church-wide, small group 
study is a great way to get to know new people and learn 
to grow your confidence in God, even when life is rocky 
and things aren’t going your way.  “Imagine if the natural 
response in your mind and heart would be, God’s in Control; 
he’s going to work this out; he always leverages bad things 
for good purpose; and he has a perfect plan for my life.  So 
I’ll just wait patiently and see what he has in store for me.”  
Think how different your life would be.  

Refreshing Your Marriage
Friday 7:00-9:30pm & Saturday 9:00am-12:30pm 
March 2nd & 3rd, 2018
Mariners Church - $60
The Refreshing Your Marriage conference offers a yearly 
tune-up for your relationship. Whether you require a major 
overhaul, some minor repairs or just a healthy adjustment, 
RYM offers something for every stage of your relationship.  
Flyers will be on the patio.

Contact Angela Calderon via email acalderon@redhillchurch.
org, on the Patio each Sunday or watch for the small group 
sign up form on our new website.
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Disciple U
By Pastor Joel Kelly

One of our primary initiatives for the 2018 ministry year 
is something we call “Disciple U.” We believe that one of 
our strengths as a church is our commitment to “deeper 
discipleship.”  Rather than a superficial spirituality, a 
“dumbing down” of Biblical and theological truths, deeper 
discipleship seeks to engage the real truths, commitments, 
and questions of scripture, tradition, and theology, and how 
this engagement intersects real life.  Deeper discipleship is 
the commitment to teach, equip, heal, and encourage our 
members so that they can live lives of integrity and hope, 
serving their neighbors in the name of Jesus. 

I was recently in Minnesota for the LCMC (Lutheran 
Congregations in Mission for Christ) Annual Gathering. 
Over the course of dinner one night, an acquaintance of 
mine was discussing joining the association. Though he is 
personally not a Lutheran, he is a sponsored missionary 
by a Lutheran congregation. While this was not a formal 
interview, a few of the other dinner companions sit on the 
ministry board and were asking him questions about his 
theology, specifically regarding baptism. His answer both 
surprised and offended me. (And I’m not easily offended.)

In essence, he said that he didn’t have a theology of 
baptism, just like he didn’t have a theology of standing or 
sitting during singing in church, or praying with your eyes 
open or closed. In other words, baptism was just another 
“thing” we do in church and doesn’t carry any weight or 
relevance to our Christian walk. Although not my place to 
say something, I did anyway. I said that our theology of 
baptism is crucial to our understanding of God and His work 
in us for salvation. Aside from being grounded in Scripture, 
our Lutheran practice of infant baptism says something 
about our theology. We believe that God gives us His grace 
before we can or do ask for it. It is a free gift based on His 
faithfulness to us, not our faithfulness to Him. Baptism is 
something God does for us, not something we do for God. 

Truth be told, I didn’t say all that. (I think I said something 
along the lines of, “Are you kidding me?!”) The point is 
that doctrine matters. Theology matters. While Christianity 
is about much more than doctrine, it is not less. Kevin 
DeYoung writes in his blog, 

You can have right doctrine and not be a 
Christian. You can know all sorts of true 
things about Jesus and not be saved. The 
Devil is not unaware of who Jesus really is. 
The first beings in the Gospels to recognize 
the true identify of Christ are the demons. 
You can know true things and not be a 
Christian. But you cannot be a Christian 
without knowing true things.

These true things are what comprise our doctrine. In the 
Old Testament, the word we often translate as doctrine is 

leqaḥ, meaning ‘what is received’ (Dt. 32:2; Jb. 11:4; Pr. 
4:2; Is. 29:24). The idea of a body of revealed teaching is 
chiefly expressed by tôrâ, which occurs 216 times and is 
rendered as ‘law’.

In the NT two words are used. didaskalia means both the 
act and the content of teaching. It is used of the Pharisees’ 
teaching (Mt. 15:9; Mk. 7:7). Apart from one instance in 
Colossians and one in Ephesians, it is otherwise confined 
to the Pastoral Epistles (and seems to refer often to some 
body of teaching used as a standard of orthodoxy). didachē 
is used in more parts of the NT. It too can mean either the 
act or the content of teaching. It occurs of the teaching of 
Jesus (Mt. 7:28, etc.) which he claimed to be divine (Jn. 
7:16–17).1

It is clear from Scripture that doctrine refers to the body of 
teaching that is the truth claims of Christianity. This includes 
foundational principles – such as who Jesus is – and more 
minor principles – such as what Christians should or should 
not eat. However, I often find it more helpful to delineate 
doctrine from dogma and opinion.

The definition of dogma is a principle or set of principles 
laid down by an authority as incontrovertibly true. This is 
a doctrine of first importance that all Christians agree on 
universally. (The deity of Christ falls into this category.) 
Other doctrines are important, but we might have 
disagreement within the universal church. Various doctrines 
of baptism (believers versus infant) fall into this category. 
Finally, we have opinion, such as whether Christians should 
drink alcohol or dance. Even if we agree that these are 
appropriate categories, we may not agree on what belongs 
in each one. For example, my acquaintance above thought 
baptism fit in the opinion category; I think it’s doctrinal. So 
how do we decide? I find it helpful to turn to our Lutheran 
Confessions.

The Formula of Concord, which is the authoritative 
statement of faith for Lutherans, begins with this title: The 
Comprehensive Summary, Rule, and Norm According 
to Which All Doctrines Should Be Judged and the Errors 
Which Intruded Should Be Explained and Decided in a 
Christian Way. In the wake of Luther’s death in 1546 and 
the military defeat of Lutheran princes and estates in 1547, 
a series of controversies about the “pure doctrine” of the 
Reformation threatened to split Lutherans into two camps: 
those who claimed to adhered to the original teachings of 
Martin Luther, and those who carried Philip Melanchton’s 
insights to extremes. 

Buttressed by increasing pressure from the Roman Catholic 
and Calvinist Churches, a unifying confession was sought by 

1  Nixon, R. E. (1996). Doctrine. In D. R. W. Wood, I. H. Marshall, A. 
R. Millard, J. I. Packer, & D. J. Wiseman (Eds.), New Bible dictionary (3rd ed., 
p. 280). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.



redhillchurch.org Page 27

these two factions beginning in 1568. However it wasn’t until 
1577 that over 8,000 theologians, ministers, and teachers 
in the participating territories signed the Solid Declaration. 
And finally, on June 25, 1580, fifty years to the day after the 
reading of the Augsburg Confession before Charles V, the 
complete Book of Concord was placed on sale.2

I mention all this because controversy around doctrine is 
nothing new. (Some might even say that our inability to 
agree is rooted in our DNA as Lutherans!) But how we 
handle our theological disagreements is important. The 
Epitome to the Formula of Concord explains how we should 
do that: first by appealing to Scripture, and second, by 
appealing to the confessions (creeds) of the early church. 
From the Epitome:

1. We believe, teach, and confess that the prophetic 
and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testaments 
are the only rule and norm according to which all 
doctrines and teachers alike must be appraised and 
judged, as it is written in Ps. 119:105, “Thy word is 
a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” And St. 
Paul says in Gal. 1:8, “Even if an angel from heaven 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which 
we preached to you, let him be accursed.”

Other writings of ancient and modern teachers, 
whatever their names, should not be put on a par with 
Holy Scripture. Every single one of them should be 
subordinated to the Scriptures and should be received 
in no other way and no further than as witnesses to 
the fashion in which the doctrine of the prophets and 
apostles was preserved in post-apostolic times.

2. Immediately after the time of the apostles—in 
fact, already during their lifetime—false teachers 
and heretics invaded the church. Against these the 
ancient church formulated symbols (that is, brief and 
explicit confessions) which were accepted as the 
unanimous, catholic, Christian faith and confessions 
of the orthodox and true church, namely, the Apostles’ 
Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. 
We pledge ourselves to these, and we hereby 
reject all heresies and teachings which have been 
introduced into the church of God contrary to them.3

Just as there were doctrinal disagreements in the church 
at the time of the Reformation, there were doctrinal 
disagreements in the early church. One of the primary 
reasons that Paul wrote his letters to Timothy was to entreat 
him to “guard the deposit” that had been entrusted to him. 
False teachers had come into the church and threatened 
the purity of the Gospel. Therefore Paul tells Timothy,

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 
2  Tappert, T. G. (Ed.). (1959). The Book of Concord the confessions 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. (p. 464). Philadelphia: Mühlenberg Press.
3  Tappert, T. G. (Ed.). (1959). The Book of Concord the confessions 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. (pp. 464–465). Philadelphia: Mühlenberg 
Press.

Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and 
by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; 
be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will 
not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening 
to the truth and wander off into myths. (2 Tim. 4:1-4)

The modern church in America is under a similar attack. 
False teachers have become celebrity pastors in some 
cases. People seek out churches and pastors, not based 
on the truth of what is being preached, but based on how 
it makes them feel. Too many pastors acquiesce to the 
demand for “practical” sermons that give you six steps to 
a happy life, often at the expense of the cross. Our goal in 
preaching and teaching at Red Hill is that you will experience 
the truth of who God is and what He has done for you as 
the foundation of your Christian walk.

To that end, we have developed a series of intentional, 
education-based classes designed to help you grow in 
your faith through systematic study of the Bible, Theology, 
Spiritual Formation, and Christian Living. This is what 
Disciple U is all about. Below are our Disciple U offerings 
for the winter/spring trimester.

Disciple U – Sunday
Sundays at 10:00 and 11:30am
Gospel of John
We began this in-depth study of John in September, and 
will continue through Easter. John writes a very different 
Gospel than the synoptic writers (Matthew, Mark and Luke,) 
Over 90% of John’s Gospel is unique. His concern is to tell 
us about Jesus Christ from a theological perspective, not 
just the historical words and deeds. John presents Jesus 
as the center of all human history, but especially shows 
how Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises and purposes 
of Judaism. Even if you haven’t been a part of this study, 
you are welcome to join us at any time! 

Disciple U - Midweek
Wednesdays at 7:00pm and Thursdays at 9:00am
Disciplines for Disciples
Begins February 21st

Discipleship is about much more than right thinking or 
right doctrine. As outlined above, our beliefs about Jesus 
are crucial to our faith. But we also must put our faith and 
beliefs into action. One of the ways we do this is through 
the practice and exercise of spiritual disciplines. During the 
season of Lent, we will explore some of the key disciplines 
that help us stay rooted in the presence and promises 
of God. We will explore disciplines of engagement and 
abstinence, private and corporate. The Wednesday night 
class will follow our traditional Soup and Salad suppers 
and we’ll repeat the class (but not the supper) on Thursday 
mornings at 9:00am. Please plan to join us!
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The Micro Master of Divinity Program
By Pastor Joel Kelly 

In October of 2017, Red Hill launched a Micro Master of 
Divinity program in conjunction with The Master’s Institute 
Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. The Micro M.Div. is an 
18-month leadership program focused on increasing the 
competency, character and capacity of Christian leaders 
to optimize their calling in God’s kingdom. The outcome 
of the Micro MDiv emerges from the local church and the 
observed gifting of a given student. The desired outcome 
for every student is equipping that student to better fulfil a 
given role in their immediate context. 

The Micro M.Div. is designed primarily for three types of 
students:

1. Lay leaders in the church who are interested 
in continuing their theological, spiritual, and 
leadership formation with the purpose of serving 
as a ministry leader at Red Hill Lutheran Church. 

2. Church staff who could benefit from further 
theological, spiritual, and leadership formation as a 
means to help them in their current ministry setting 
or prepare them for future ministry assignments.

3. Lay leaders and church staff who are or may be 
interested in obtaining a full Master’s of Divinity 
degree with the purpose of becoming a certified, 
ordained pastor in the LCMC. (Other Lutheran 
and non-denominational bodies will also accept 
the M.Div. from Master’s Institute as a pathway 
to ordained ministry.) The Master’s Institute offers 
a credentialed M.Div. program and has a partner 
with Regent Seminary for a fully accredited M.Div. 
Credits earned for the Micro M.Div. certificate can 
be applied towards the credits needed for the 
M.Div. at The Master’s Institute.

The Micro-M.Div. combines 18 online masters level courses 
with weekly in-person spiritual/character formation, monthly 
scripture practicum exercises and a formal leadership 
development process into a vital, accessible, Jesus-focused 
program.  The program consists of:

•	 Core Lutheran Theology 
•	 Ongoing Exegetical and Hermeneutical Training
•	 Pastoral Training 
•	 Scripture Practicum 
•	 Leadership Development through Internship and 

Coaching
•	 Spiritual Formation through Small Groups and 

Mentoring

There are 18 class seminars in the course of the 18 
months. Each seminar consists of 8 hours of classroom 
video teaching, required reading before class, outline and 
post-class assignment, all of which takes place outside of 
the required weekly meetings. During the weekly meetings, 
students and Pastor Joel meet for spiritual formation and 
academic support.

There are many personal variables that effect how much 
time is required of each individual student. However, the 
total time commitment averages between 30-40 hours/
month, in addition to any internship/leadership development 
projects in which the student will be required to participate. 
Each student is also asked to find a mentor that is willing to 
meet with the student regularly for the purpose of gaining 
outside perspective and encouragement in the Micro M.Div. 
process.

Upon graduation, students will receive a Certificate of 
Completion from the Master’s Institute and may apply the 
30 credits earned in the Micro M.Div. towards completion of 
a M.Div. degree through The Master’s Institute. However, 
the purpose of this program isn’t to earn a certificate 
or advanced degree, but to grow as a leader and gain 
competence and clarity in the individual calling of each 
student.

The first Red Hill Cohort has six students: Brian Aleman, 
Angela Calderon, Hary Dianto, Dave Henry, Brett Moore 
and Joanna Moore. Each of these students has made a 
significant sacrifice of time and money (each unit is $140, 
not counting cost of books) because they desire to grow as 
leaders in order to more effectively serve the church. Red 
Hill is supporting them with pastoral oversight and partial 
tuition assistance. We also ask each of our congregation 
members to support them in prayer. In addition, each of 
these students will be leading a ministry project or program 
between now and when they graduate in May of 2019. 
Your participation when requested is important to their 
development as leaders.

If you have any questions about this program or might be 
interested in joining the next cohort, please contact Pastor 
Joel at the church office.
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Giving at Red Hill
By Pastor Joel Kelly

Stewardship is the Biblical and theological understanding that God is the creator and owner of all that we possess: money, 
friends, family, jobs, hobbies, and time. 
As God’s “stewards,” or “managers,” 
we are responsible to God for the use 
of these divine gifts. While Biblical 
stewardship is about more than money, 
it definitely includes money. Money is 
one of the many resources that God has 
entrusted to us. When we truly believe 
that all that we are, and all that we have, 
belongs to God, it frees us to become a 
cheerful giver! 

The chart below shows how we budget 
our annual giving. Your tithes and 
offerings help us carry on ministries 
in the church that impact lives in a 
tangible way. You can give on Sunday 
mornings using your personal or pew 
envelopes, or you can give online at 
www.redhillchurch.org/give. 

Red Hill Lutheran Church and School Endowment Fund
By Fred Gephardt

Both Red Hill Lutheran Church and School (RHLC&S) 
have an endowment fund whose purpose is to support the 
mission of the church and school. Both funds are managed 
by the Endowment Committee. This committee receives, 
invests and distributes contributions that are designated 
to the fund.  The fund currently has almost a half-million 
dollars that have been contributed in the past. This money 
has been invested and has provided a yield (appreciation 
and interest) that has been distributed annually to support 
the mission of the church and school.

What is an endowment fund? It is a cumulation of 
contributions that are invested to provide, in perpetuity, 
funds to fulfill the mission of an organization. At RHLC&S, 
it has recently been a resource for scholarships for students 
attending Lutheran schools, funds for Christmas and Easter 
music at the church, production of the school annual 
yearbook, and mission trips for the youth. During the past 
eight years, almost $50,000 has been distributed for these 
programs.

Gifts to the Endowment Fund (FUNDS) have included gifts 
of cash, insurance bequests, remainder and extensions of 
trusts, and other assets.  Outright gifts have included: cash, 
memorial gifts, securities, real estate, and assignment of 
life insurance policies.

Bequests have included: specific bequests of a dollar 
amount, percentage of an estate or specific piece of 
property, contingent bequests that designated the FUNDS 
as the beneficiary, and residuary bequests wherein the 
FUNDS received the remainder of an estate. Life insurance 
that designated the FUNDS as the beneficiary, and 

charitable remainder trusts and gift annuities have also 
been acceptable gifts. 

A portion of a recent Epistle Lesson was St. Paul’s Second 
Letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 9, encourages us to give 
our gifts from the heart:  
7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you 
may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written,

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the 
poor; his righteousness endures forever.”

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 
will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase 
the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched 
in every way to be generous in every way, which through 
us will produce thanksgiving to God.   

I would urge you to consider one or more of the above ways 
of giving to the church or school Endowment Fund to enable 
perpetual resourcing of activities that enhance the mission 
of both the church and school. When you are ready to make 
that decision, please contact any of the current Endowment 
Committee members to help in your transaction.

The current committee in charge of receiving, investing 
and distributing the endowment funds are: Fred Gebhardt, 
Chairman; Laura Tuthill, Financial Secretary; Melinda 
Olmedo, Recording Secretary; Ryan Reiches, Publicity; 
and Clint Scott, Investments.



The VinePage 30

Music in Worship: Part 1 
How the Reformation Changed the Way We Use Music in Worship

By. Dr. Linda Brown

To our twenty-first century ears, music is absolutely integral 
to our corporate Christian worship experience. But did you 
know that the Reformation brought on a whole new musical 
perspective?

Prior to the Reformation, the worship service had gradually 
evolved from its early Christian participatory roots to a 
service completely conducted by the clergy in Latin.  In fact, 
the word liturgy means “work of the people,” but the Mass no 
longer reflected this; it had become the work of the clergy.

 Music in the worship service, plain chant, and Latin motets, 
was sung by the well educated clergy and choir from the 
choir stalls.  The congregation did not actively participate 
in the production of music.

There were songs sung by the people at home, songs 
both sacred and secular.  But these songs had no place 
in the pre-Reformation worship service.  Luther set out to 
change this.

We know that music was important to Luther.  He was skilled 
at playing the lute, and was well versed in the music required 
to be sung at the masses in the monastery.  Through his 
studies he would have been familiar with points outlined 
in a treatise: Complexus viginiti effectuum nobilis artis 
musices written by Renaissance composer, choirmaster, 
and music theorist Johannes Tinctoris (ca. 1475). Tinctoris’ 
points included:

Music delights God
Music embellishes the praises of God
Music intensifies the joys of the blessed. (The Saints)
Music prepares for the reception of the Lord’s blessing
Music encourages souls to piety
Music drives away sadness
Music releases the anxiety of the heart
Music puts the devil to flight
Music creates rapture
Music elevates the earth-bound mind
Music revokes the evil will
Music delights humans
Music heals the sick
Music tempers work
Music encourages love
Music increases the joy of conviviality
Music makes souls glad.1

Luther wanted the congregation to have an active role in 
the worship service and knew that music was the perfect 
vehicle to achieve this.   He felt strongly that certain parts of 
the liturgy could be replaced by songs which congregants 
could sing, and in the process, learn the important tenants 
of the faith as found in scripture.  Luther knew that teaching 
a text with a melody would ensure that the text would be 
remembered. And indeed, for some students, music is the 

Martin Luther en famille by G.A. Spangenberg (1866)
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strongest connection to learning.  Luther wrote over thirty 
hymns in German to be used in corporate worship, at home 
or at school.  Many of these hymns, translated into English, 
are used in our current hymnals; the most famous is “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”

Among Luther’s strategies in developing a hymn repertoire 
was to adjust, translate and edit existing material so that it 
corresponded to his standard of teaching correct doctrine 
to the people.  For example, Luther took the signature 
melodic figure, the main themes of the chant “Victimae 
paschali” and  “Christisterstanden,” and created the great 
seven stanza Easter hymn:  Christ lag in Todesbanden, 
Christ lay in the bonds of death which is included in our 
red hymnal, page 370.  

These hymns along with others created by colleagues 
were collected into published hymn books.  To say that the 
printing press was important to the Reformation is a gross 
understatement.  Collections of printed hymns flourished 
and were used regularly in worship, at home, and in 
Christian education.  Luther created hymns that reinforced 
the sections of the Small Catechism so that children and 
adults would have a thorough understanding of the tenets 
of the faith and be able to sing about it. 

In order to add congregational singing to the Divine Service, 
parishioners had to be taught to sing and read music. 
Therefore, music education was of great importance. 
Schools and parishes offered music education by their 
cantors. Johann Sebastian Bach, two hundred years after 
the Reformation, is the most famous of the Lutheran cantors, 
and was responsible for teaching music in the St. Thomas 
School in Leipzig as well as his duties providing music for 
the churches in Leipzig. Our Music Program at Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School reflects the philosophy that 
music is very important in the worship of our Lord, and gives 
students more ways to learn about God’s love.  

Johannes Schilling sums this up beautifully: “Luther’s 
approach to music is formed through the conviction that 
music is a particularly beautiful and unique offering of the 
divine creation. Music moves human hearts and allows 
them to anticipate the heavens. To bring people joy and to 
praise the Lord is music’s true task and, indeed, its service.”

_____________

1. Leaver, Robin A.  page 71.

Gothold, Stephen. Lecture Concert, “How the Reformation Changed 
Music.”  March 18, 2017, October 2, 2017.

Leaver, Robin A. Luther’s Liturgical Music:Principles and Implications. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 2007.

Schilling, Johannes. “Martin Luther and the Arts: Music, Poetry, and 
Hymns.”  

O n l i n e  P u b l i c a t i o n  D a t e :  M a r  2 0 1 7 .  D O I : 1 0 . 1 0 9 3 /
acrefore/9780199340378.013.293. http://religion.oxfordre.com.

J.S. Bach’s church in Leipzig
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Reformation Recap
 Celebrating 500 Years

By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
On Sunday, October 29, 2017, Red Hill joined millions around the world in celebrating the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. Our celebration began with a joint worship service featuring some of the great hymns and songs of the 
church, both classical and modern. Following the service, we enjoyed a traditional German lunch of bratwurst, sauerkraut, 
pretzels and potato salad. A special thank you to Donna Kunz for organizing and planning the luncheon, Richie Bertea 
for preparing the brats, and to the many volunteers who gave of their time and talents to make the luncheon celebration 
a huge success.

Following lunch, and after a beautiful piano recital of A Mighty Fortress by Clara Harney, we were treated to a wonderful 
slideshow presented by Pastor Joel as he walked us through the life of Martin Luther with pictures from the summer 
choir tour to Germany. 

The day concluded with a fantastic concert performed by Chorale Bel Canto, featuring music inspired by the Reformation 
and under the co-direction of Dr. Linda Brown. Thank you to Dr. Brown for arranging this musical celebration!
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Clara Harney playing a rousing rendtion of “A Mighty Fortress”

Kids checking out our special 
Reformation cakes!
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Epiphany
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As we complete the Advent and Christmas season and 
festivities, beginning in January, we enter into the season 
of Epiphany.  The term “epiphany” comes from a Greek 
word which means “appearance” or “manifestation.”  In 
early church history, the feast of Epiphany originally 
celebrated the birth of Jesus.  However, as the church 
established December 25th as the day to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth, Epiphany was designated as the event that manifested 
Jesus as the Son of God, the Savior of the world.  In Eastern 
Christianity, Epiphany was appointed as the day to celebrate 
the baptism of Jesus.  In the West, Epiphany became the 
day to celebrate the manifestation of Jesus through three 
great events: the visit of the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, 
and the marriage feast of Cana.

The day of Epiphany is always January 6th (For Lutherans, 
the Sunday following Epiphany is celebrated as the “Baptism 
of our Lord” and the “First Sunday after the Epiphany”).  The 
season of Epiphany brings us to the end of the Advent 
and Christmas cycles in our Church Year, completing their 
rhythms of expectation and fulfillment.  During Epiphany, 
our focus turns toward the purpose and reason for the birth 
of this child: He has come to be the Savior for all people!  
This central truth, that Jesus has been manifested to all 
and for all people is the theme of Epiphany.  It is during the 
Epiphany season that we are to:   

…celebrate the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles—
that is, to all nations.  Some Christian traditions 
celebrate three great epiphanies on this day: 
the magi’s adoration of the Christ child, Jesus’ 
baptism in the Jordan River, and his first miracle, 
in which he changes water into wine. The Word 
and Sacraments are for us the great epiphany of 
God’s grace and mercy.  We go forth to witness to 
the light that shines brightly in our midst.1

In the history of the Western Church, the primary focus 
during the Epiphany season is on the story of the Magi 
and their visit to the Christ child.  As scholar and Christian 
theologian Robert Webber notes,

In the Western church…the day of Epiphany…
is always a celebration of the coming of the wise 
men who brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
to Jesus…Even as our Christmas spirituality was 
shaped by the dominant theme of the incarnation, 
so now our Epiphany spirituality will be shaped by 
the overriding theme of Christ’s manifestation as 
Savior of the world.2

Why has the story of the visit of the Magi, sometimes 
referred to as the “Three Kings” or the “Wise Men,” been so 
dominant in Western Christianity?  What is the significance 

1 Sundays and Seasons, Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2012. 
2 Robert E. Webber. Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality 
through the Christian Year, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004).

that the story of the Magi is found in Matthew’s Gospel 
alone?  Why did God include them in His story?  Let’s 
explore these questions.

As mentioned above, the coming of the Magi to see the 
child Jesus is only mentioned in Matthew’s gospel (Matthew 
2:1–12).  First, the word “Magi” comes from the Greek 
word “mágos” (it’s plural is “mágoi”) which is transliterated 
as “magi” (“wise men”).  From the definitions and the 
descriptions provided in Matthew’s gospel, the Magi were 
probably Persian priest-astrologers who could interpret the 
stars, particularly the significance of the star that proclaimed 
the birth of the Messiah.  One of Matthew’s purposes in 
composing his Gospel was to show how Jesus fulfilled all 
of the messianic prophecies from the Old Testament.  It is 
in the very beginning of his Gospel that Matthew records 
that these Magi were guided by a star in the sky.  Balaam 
prophesied about the coming Messiah marked by a star: 

“I see him, though not now; I behold him, though not 
near: A star shall advance from Jacob and a staff 
shall rise from Israel...” (Numbers 24:17). 

Of course, the Magi were not Jewish sages.  As non-Jews 
they were Gentiles.  Psalm 72 speaks of how the Gentiles 
will come to worship the Messiah: 

“The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts, 
the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. All 
kings shall pay Him homage, all nations shall serve 
Him” (Psalms72:10-11).   

Matthew recorded that the Magi brought three gifts: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  In Isaiah, we read about the gifts 
that would be brought to the Messiah:  

“Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries 
from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the 
praises of the Lord” (Isaiah 60:6).  

In addition to being prophetic fulfillments and very valuable, 
the gifts from the Magi were also prophetic in themselves.  
Biblical commentator M. Mills notes that:

The Old Testament frequently links gold to kings, 
so this gift recognized Jesus as a king, and indeed 
this is appropriate, for He is the King of kings!...
Frankincense was used to compound the exclusive 
incense for the inner sanctum, the Most Holy place, 
God’s residence on earth (Exod. 30:34–38), and 
the Old Testament sees incense as God’s special 
prerogative (Exod. 30:37; Ezek 16:18)…Myrrh was 
one of the most valuable gum resins and, besides 
being used as a spice or medicine (this myrrh is not 
to be confused with Old Testament myrrh which is 
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a different gum), was particularly used to embalm 
corpses (it was used in embalming Jesus (John 
19:39–40). This gift thus recognized the significance 
of Jesus’ death, and as His office of Savior pivots 
on His sacrificial, atoning death, this gift interprets 
as recognizing Him as Savior, an insight the Magi 
could have gleaned from Isaiah 53.3

Finally, while the gospel account does not give names to 
the Magi, tradition and history has identified the Magi as 
Melchior, Caspar (or Gaspar), and Balthazar.  Also, we are 
not told that there were only three Magi.  This tradition likely 
came from the number of the gifts recorded in Matthew.

Of course, it is safe to say that the reason the Magi were not 
named is because the story is not about them!  The story is 
about God’s unfolding plan of redemption and reconciliation 
of the entire world.  All of the people and places described 
in Matthew, even nature itself (the star), are used by God to 
manifest His Son to the world.  And, the very gifts of the Magi 
manifest the person, work, and power of this infant Savior.
What does the story of the Magi tell us?  The Magi are living 
proof that God fulfills His promises and that Jesus has come 
for all people!  The Magi are the beginning of the Gentiles 
being included in God’s salvific plan.  The Epiphany season 
is that brief time in our Church Year where we are reminded 
that what the Magi discovered is what we have discovered 
as well; that in this child lay the “hopes and fears of all the 
years.”  That in Jesus Christ we are given gifts, the gifts 
of forgiveness, hope, and new life.  As the Magi returned 
home after their encounter with Jesus, we go forward in our 
lives with hope and joy.  Martin Luther, commenting on this 
story of the Magi, reminds us that

The first thing we should learn from this story…
is that the wise men went to search for Christ, the 
new born king, they did not find him in Jerusalem.  
Indeed, if they were to find Him at all, they would 
need to listen to the Prophet Micah…Thereafter, 
when they had received the Word…they…took 
the road to Bethlehem…The second thing that we 
should learn from this story is how to bear ourselves 
aright towards our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, that 
we should cast aside all offence, and together with 
these wise men witness before the world to the Lord 
Christ, seek Him from the bottom of our hearts, and 
adore him as our Savior.4

I like that Luther begins with God’s Word and ends with our 
lived response to those words.  Epiphany is that reminder 
that we are disciples—followers of Jesus on the “road” of 
our lives.  As disciples, we must be constantly equipped 
with Word and Sacrament so that we can follow faithfully 
and manifest the love of Jesus in and through our lives.  
In the words of the classic hymn, Epiphany is the annual 
reminder that,
3  Mills, M. The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record 
(Dallas, Texas: 3E Ministries, 1999).
4  Martin Luther. Day by Day We Magnify Thee, (Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1982).

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star 
behold;

As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, 
beaming bright;

So, most gracious Lord, may we ever more be led 
by thee5

The season of Epiphany; a time to celebrate the manifestation 
of Jesus Christ who is the fulfillment of God’s promises, both 
to His people, Israel, as well as to the world.  Because the 
glory of God has been manifested in and through Jesus, we 
are called as His disciples to manifest His glory by growing 
in faith and living out that faith in the day-to-day events and 
relationship in our lives.  

5  “As With Gladness Men of Old.” Lutheran Book of Worship: #82. 
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The Church (Liturgical) Year
By. Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Christians are called to communicate differently with others, 
to view our money and resources differently than others, 
and to view the world itself differently than others.  And, 
from the earliest days of the Christian Church, disciples of 
Jesus have also been called to view time differently than 
others.  Like all things created by God, time in the Christian 
tradition is understood to be God’s gift and possession.  The 
Psalmist confesses:

 But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “you are my God.” 
15 My times are in your hand… (Psalm 31.14-15a)

On the human side, time is both gift and curse; we want more 
of it and we wish we could stop it!  Like the Church Father 
Augustine, we ask, “For what is time?  Who can easily and 
briefly explain it?  Who even in thought can comprehend it, 
even to the pronouncing of a word concerning it?”1 

In both Judaism and Christianity, God’s people have sought 
to relate time to their understanding of God and His dealings 
with His people.  Lutheran theologian Arthur Just describes 
the Jewish roots of the holiness of time:

 Time was a fundamental part of creation.  God 
created the world in six days, rested on the seventh, and 
declared a Sabbath day of rest.  After the fall, the Sabbath 
became a day to praise the Creator for His good creation, 
to thank Him for His ongoing presence in the creation with 
His mighty acts of salvation, and to petition Him to return 
as Messiah to restore creation to what God had created it 
to be…various feasts such as Passover, the Fest of Boots, 
and Pentecost became part of the rhythm of the Jewish 
year…2

As God’s unfolding plan of salvation continued in the 
persona and work of Jesus Christ, God’s people now viewed 
time itself as having been fulfilled in the life of Christ.  Just 
continues:

By resting in the tomb Christ fulfilled the ancient Sabbath 
day requirements.  In His resurrection He restored creation.  
Sunday, the weekly celebration of the resurrection, was 
taken as the preferred day of worship by early Christians.  
As a church steeped in the historical events of Christ’s life, 
the Jewish precedent of feast days during the year, Sunday 
was complemented by events from Christ’s redemptive 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension.  The Church Year 
developed to give the people of God access to the life of 
Christ…time has always been a critical  commodity, no 
less so in the Church.3    

It is from this understanding of human time as God’s time, as 
well as the cosmic significance of the coming of Christ, that 
the church has sought to view time through an alternative 
calendar.  When Christians “tell time” according to this 
calendar, it becomes a discipleship “tool,” a way of living 
life under the story of Jesus Christ.  How does this happen?
1 Augustine. Confessions. 11.14.17.
2 Arthur Just. Heaven on Earth: The Gifts of Christ in the Divine 
Service (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2008).
3 Ibid.

This Christian calendar is called the “Church Year,” also 
referred to as the “Liturgical Year.”  The Church Year follows 
the entire life and ministry of Jesus Christ, as well as Jesus’ 
continuing ministry through His church.  Again, the Church 
Year reminds believers that time is sacred; time is God’s 
gift to us and, like all gifts, we are meant to steward this gift 
faithfully.  As the Lutheran Church explains:   

In our daily lives we keep track of our activities and special 
events with a calendar.  The church throughout the 
centuries has also “kept track” of days and seasons and 
commemorating special occasions with a calendar.  The 
Christian church has continued to follow the example set 
in the Old Testament of structuring the year around the 
marvelous acts of salvation that God completed for us in 
his Son, Christ. We call this structure the Church Year. 4  

The Church Year is organized around three different 
sections: Sundays and seasons, feasts and festivals, and 
commemorations.  In future essays, we will examine the 
feasts, festivals, and commemorations associated with the 
Church Year.  At this time, we focus on the Sundays and 
seasons of the church’s calendar.  

The death and resurrection of Christ lay at the heart of 
the Christian proclamation of the Gospel.  For the early 
church, Sunday, the day of the resurrection, was not only 
the literal day that Jesus walked out of the tomb; Sunday 
also became the symbol of the “Eighth Day” of creation, 
or, the first day of the new creation.  Sunday, the first day 
of the week in antiquity, became the Seventh Day for the 
church, the Sabbath day of rest.  Sunday was, quite simply, 
the Lord’s Day.  On this day, the church gathers to Worship, 
pray, learn, and be fed at God’s Table.  As Just explains:

Early Christians regarded Sunday as “the Lord’s Day…
an eighth day of creation…God’s recreation came to 
completion in the resurrection of Christ.  Reverence for 
Sunday as the holy day was the way early Christians gave 
thanks to God for the redemption of all creation in the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ and petitioned Him to 
continue to act as Savior in their midst through Gospel and 
the Sacraments…Christians saw that on Sunday through 
the presence of Jesus Christ through Word and Sacrament, 
the things of eternity were present.5  

Simply put: Sunday, and the resurrection that literally 
transformed this day, became the day around which every 
other day revolved.  Additionally, not only do the days of 
the week revolve around Sunday (Easter) for the church, 
the days of the year revolve around Easter as well.    

As the days of the week orbit around Sunday for Christians, 
so the days of the year orbit around Easter (or the Three 
Days, with its focus on Christ’s suffering, death, and 
resurrection).  This annual feasts of feasts centers the whole 
year…Easter and Sunday reinforce each other as Christians 
seek to keep all their days focused in the gospel of the God 
4  See www.lcms.org. “The Church Year.”  
5  Just, Heaven on Earth, 117.
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who is from everlasting to everlasting and who encounters 
us through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Time 
is encompassed in this crucified and risen Jesus Christ who 
gives meaning to all our days…6

As the church worshiped and lived their daily lives in light of 
the new creation that had come in Jesus Christ, the Church 
Year began to develop out of the weekly celebration of 
Easter on the Lord’s Day.  As Ramshaw and Teig note, “As a 
yearly pattern started to form, the annual Easter festival was 
a logical beginning, a reflection of the center of the Christian 
faith that focused on the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.”7   This annual pattern, the Church Year, 
consists of six seasons which “emphasizes participation in 
the Lord’s saving acts… [and] shows an implicitly Trinitarian 
structure: belief in the Father made manifest, the Son risen, 
and the Holy Spirit indwelling the church.”8   

The western liturgical calendar is built around three major 
feast/festival cycles:  Christmas/Epiphany; Good Friday/
Easter/Ascension; and Pentecost.  From these three major 
festivals comes a “season;” a period of time that flows from 
one season to the other.  In the Lutheran Church, as well 
as other liturgical churches, “Each season also has its own 
character determined by its Scripture readings, the hymns 
chosen to reflect those readings, and devotional practices 
and pieties, such as fasting, feasting, Advent wreaths, etc.  
Color is also used symbolically in adorning our churches.”9  
The cycle of the seasons of the Church Year consists of: 
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. 
Here is a brief outline of each season, along with its symbolic 
color. 

Advent
The season of Advent marks the beginning of the Church 
Year.  The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival” and is a 
four-week season of preparing our souls through repenting 
and believing the good news that God’s Kingdom has 
come near.  God’s Kingdom has arrived, in the birth, life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus.  Advent is also a reminder 
that Jesus is coming again at the end of human history.  
Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas, concluding 
on Christmas Eve/Day.  The colors of this season can be 
purple, but is typically blue, symbolizing hope.

Christmas
During the season of Christmas, we celebrate the wonder 
and mystery of the incarnation:  God taking on human 
flesh.  The Immortal became mortal; the Eternal has 
entered time!  “When Christ, the light of the world, is born 
in Bethlehem, so also is the eschaton born, that is, the end 
has come in the Christ child who was born to die and bring 

6  Gail Ramshaw and Mons Teig. Keeping Time: The Church’s Years 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2009), 10.
7  Ibid.
8  Hoyt Hickman, Don Saliers, Laurence Stookey, and James White. 
The New Handbook of the Christian Year (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992), 9.
9 William Cwirla.  “The Church Year.” www.lcms.org.  Accessed, 
2016.

with His death the completion of God’s plan of salvation.”10  
Beginning on Christmas Day, there are twelve days of 
Christmas (typically 2 or 3 Sundays), concluding on the 
Day of Epiphany (January 6th).  The color of this season 
is white, symbolizing Jesus’ divinity, purity, hope, and joy. 

Epiphany
The Greek word Epiphany means, “Manifestation,” focusing 
on the coming of the Magi who reveal that Jesus is Messiah, 
Lord, and King—for all people!  Epiphany “completes the 
twelve days of Christmas; more important, this is a festival of 
the manifestation of God’s Word made flesh…”11  Beginning 
on the Day of Epiphany, January 6th, Epiphany is typically six 
weeks, concluding on the “Sunday of the Transfiguration.”  A 
special Sunday within this cycle is the “Baptism of Our Lord.”  
Related to Christmas, the color of this season is white, 
symbolizing Jesus’ purity, joy, and hope.  (Some churches 
and denominations utilize other, bright colors to symbolize 
the “light” and “joy” that Jesus brings into the world). 

Lent
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a forty-day season 
(not counting Sundays) focusing on the passion and ultimate 
atoning death of Jesus, and our repentance and renewal 
in light of Jesus’ passion and death. “Lent is a time to 
intentionally confront all the ways the first Adam continues 
to control our lives, to carry these to the cross…Through this 
journey we enter into his death and become new creatures 
in the resurrection.”12  Lent ends during Holy Week.  The 
color of Lent is purple, symbolizing Jesus’ royalty and our 
penitence. 

Holy Week
Palm Sunday, also referred to as “The Sunday of the 
Passion,” begins the solemn week that focuses on Jesus’ 
passion and ultimate death on the cross.  The excitement, 
joy, and anticipation of Palm Sunday turns to fear and 
abandonment on Maundy Thursday.  Maundy Thursday 
begins the “Three Days” or “Triduum.” (Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Easter).  The word “Maundy” comes from 
the Latin word, mandatum, meaning “Commandment,” 
reflecting Jesus’ command to love others as He loves us.  
On this night, Jesus instituted Holy Communion, is arrested 
and condemned.  On Good Friday, Jesus is crucified and 
buried.  As the Sabbath approached, the women who 
remained, along with John, leave the tomb, planning to 
return to anoint Jesus’ dead body one final time on Sunday.  
As with Lent, the color of Holy Week is purple, symbolizing 
Jesus’ royalty and our penitence. 

     

Easter
On Easter Sunday, we celebrate with amazement the 
joy of the resurrection of our Lord!  Jesus had conquered 
10 Just, Heaven on Earth, 136.
11 Hickman, et.al, The New Handbook of the Christian Year, 89.
12 Robert Webber. Ancient-Future Tine: Forming Spirituality through 
the Christian Year (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004), 107.
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sin, death, and powers of hell!  In the early days of the 
church, Easter (really, the entirety of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection), was referred to as the “Paschal Mystery,” 
which reflects the church’s understanding that the death 
and resurrection of Christ is the church’s Passover, in 
Hebrew, Pesah.  The Easter season continues for forty-
nine days.  On the fiftieth day, Pentecost, the church 
celebrates the outpouring of the promised Holy Spirit that 
birthed the church.  The color of the Easter season is 
white, symbolizing Jesus’ divinity, purity, hope, and joy. 

Pentecost
Jesus promised that when He ascended to the Father, 
He would send the Holy Spirit.  The Ascension occurs 
forty days after Easter, ten days 
before Pentecost (always on a 
Thursday).  The Sunday before 
Pentecost can be celebrated as 
Ascension Sunday.  From 
Pentecost Sunday to 
the Sunday before 
Advent, “Christ the 
K ing  Sunday , ” 
the church now 
focuses on its 
m i s s i o n  o f 
proclaiming the 
Gospel through 
W o r d  a n d 
Sacrament.  The 
Pentecost season 
is  a lso refer red 
to  as  “Ord ina ry 
Time” or “Time after 
Pentecost.”  Liturgical 
scholar Robert Webber 
explains that the use of 
the ordinary “is used in our 
Christian-year vocabulary 
because it serves the special 
nature of extraordinary time [the 
specific historic, supernatural acts 
of God in history]…by way of contrast.”13  
Ordinary time also reflects that each Sunday is 
“ordinal,” or numbered, and each Sunday is a non-festal 
time of year.  The color associated with Pentecost is red, 
symbolizing the “fire” and “judgment” of the Holy Spirit.  For 
the Time after Pentecost (Ordinary Time), the color is green, 
symbolizing the ongoing growth of the church, as well as 
the disciple of Christ.

Three special days/Sundays in Ordinary Time are:  Trinity 
Sunday (the first Sunday after Pentecost), All Saints Day 
(November 1st and the following Sunday), and Christ the 
King Sunday (last Sunday of Pentecost).  These days within 
Ordinary Time, reminds the disciple of Christ that our God 
has revealed Himself as Trinity.  The Father, through the 
Son, by the power of the Holy Spirit has made possible new 
13 Webber. Ancient-Future Tine, 167.

life, both personal and cosmic, that will last into eternity, 
and while we live in the “already but not yet” time between 
the first and second coming of Jesus, we bow to the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, worshiping and serving Him alone!  
In the words of Andrew McGowan, “The development of 
Christian time is an increasingly detailed affirmation of how 
the structure of history, and of the cosmos in and through 
which history flowed, reveals and serves God and calls 
humans to God’s service.”14

Christians are called to live differently.  Our lives are under 
the authority and Lordship of Jesus Christ who has bought 
us back from sin and death, with His precious blood, 
forgiving our sins and reconciling us to the Father.  Even the 

precious gift of time has been redeemed 
through the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus.  The Church Year is one 
way that we keep this story in 

front of us and a part of our 
every-day lives.  Lutheran 

theolog ian Wi l l iam 
Cwir la provides a 
helpful summary:

The church year is an 
annual pilgrimage, 

beginning 

w i t h  t h e 
anticipation of 
Christ’s coming 
in glory (Advent), 

g o i n g  t h r o u g h 
H is  i nca rna t i on 
(Chr is tmas)  and 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n 
( E p i p h a n y ) , 

con temp la t i ng  ou r 
sinfulness (Lent) in view 

of Christ’s sacrifice (Good 
Friday), His victory over 

death (Easter), His ascension 
to glory at the right hand of the 

Father by which our humanity is 
glorified in Him (Ascension), and the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the last days 
(Pentecost) as we wind our way to the Last Day and the 
consummation of all things.  In other words, the entire work 
of our justification and sanctification in Christ is rehearsed 
every year – from incarnation to glorification.15

Not only does each church season reflect the ministry of 
Jesus, it also calls the Church, the disciples of Jesus, to 
remember its sacred task of following Jesus through the 
seasons of our lives; the ups and downs; the triumphs and 
the tragedies that accompany human life and relationships 
in this wonderful yet broken world

14 Andrew McGowan.  Ancient Christian Worship: Early Church 
Practices in Social, Historical, and Theological Perspective (Grand Rapides, 
Michigan: Baker Academic, 2014), 218.
15 Cwirla. “The Church Year.” www.lcms.org 
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The Responsibilities of The Red Hill Lutheran Church Board of Directors  
By Scott Browne, Board President

What a joy and a delight it is to worship Our Lord and 
serve alongside all of you!  I would like to share a bit 
with you about how our church and school operates – 
who makes the decisions, what kinds of rules do we 
follow, how do we develop budgets, etc.

The work of the Board of Directors is to review the 
actions of the Senior Pastor (Pastor Seth) in his 
stewardship of the congregation’s resources in op-
erating the church and school.  The Board of Direc-
tors does not specifically review day-to-day activities, 
but determines whether these activities are within the 
boundaries set by our policies and procedures. 

Ultimately, we all serve God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  The Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran 
Confessions guide our church and our view of the-
ology, community, and service.  With that in mind, 
how do we humans go about the functions of plan-
ning, organizing, controlling, and leading our con-
gregation?  The congregation is represented by a 
Board of Directors, which includes a President, Scott 
Browne, Vice President, Mark Budenseik, Secretary, 
Donna Wiksell, Treasurer, Mark Clement, and sev-
eral members-at-large. Our returning members are 
Karl Kottke, Betty Ore and Patricia Perry. Our newest 
members, elected at our 2017 Congregational meet-
ing in August are Brian Aleman and Naomi Shaefer.

Every Board meeting begins with prayer and a devo-
tional led by Pastor Seth, then we open the meeting 
by reviewing our guiding statements:

Our purpose is to Know Christ, 
and to Make Christ Known.

Our vision is to make Christ centered, emotionally 
healthy disciples of Jesus, one life at a time.

Our mission is to reach and serve our local com-
munity, equip their hearts, minds, and souls; and to 

release them into the world to share God’s love. 
After reviewing our identity, we make time for stake-
holders – individuals and groups within the congre-
gation that have scheduled time with the Board to 
report on activities, update us on planned ministries, 
or make us aware of any new needs and possibilities. 

After visiting with stakeholders, we usually review a 
portion of the Policy Governance Manual to ensure 
that the policies are still relevant, clearly expressed, 
and have been uniformly applied in all cases.  Why 
the focus on the Policy Governance Manual?  Be-
cause this is the document which outlines the oper-

ating space for our Senior Pastor.  He must do the 
things stated in the manual.  He cannot do those 
things prohibited within the manual.  Between the 
musts and cant’s, however, the Senior Pastor has 
authority and freedom to do what he believes is best 
for the life of the congregation in serving Jesus, with-
out needing to check every detail through the Board.  

If a congregation has a competent and faithful Pastor 
(we have two!), this makes both the operating pro-
cesses for the Pastor, and the oversight processes 
for the Board, much more streamlined!

Many of us have served on the old Church Council 
model of the past, where each council member was 
also chairperson of a committee, so that the Coun-
cil meetings were frequent, long, and dominated by 
committee reports, and the Pastor had to ask specific 
permission for each specific action desired.  

Under policy governance, whose essentials are a 
great policy manual, competent Pastors, and a giving 
congregation, this combination of guidance, wisdom, 
and resources makes the entire process much more 
streamlined, less dominated by personality or whim, 
and much more responsive, because of the operat-
ing power granted the Pastor. 

After the policy review section, we receive reports 
from the Senior Pastor, the School Board represen-
tative, the financial status, plus any current reports 
needing action.  Pastor Seth provides both statistics 
on attendance and updates on sermon series, new 
ministry launches, and the current and future threats 
and opportunities in our local/regional/national envi-
ronment.

Mark Clement (our treasurer) and Pastor Joel (our 
Executive Pastor) then provide information on financ-
es, real estate issues, and the status of current and 
future projects.

Depending on the time of year, we may have special 
projects such as the Board Self-Evaluation, the Se-
nior Pastor Performance Appraisal, review of discre-
tionary spending accounts, or budget preparation for 
the Annual Meeting.  

As the meeting moves toward the end, we ask for 
any observations, questions, concerns, celebrations, 
or answers to prayer from the Board members, then 
we close in prayer.  
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Join Us For These Special Events!

His Little Feet, International Children’s Choir Performs in Worship!
Sunday, February 4, 2018 during both 8:30 & 10:00am services
The choir children, ages 7 to 13, are orphaned and rescued from Haiti, India and 
Kenya. While the children are a part of the choir, they participate in His Little Feet’s 
nationwide “RISE UP!” International Children’s Choir Tour. This energetic, culturally 
unique, Gospel-centered presentation brings attention to the plight of millions of 
orphaned and vulnerable children living in the world today and offers opportuni-
ties for people to respond and make a difference.

Ash Wednesday Worship
Wednesday,  February 14, 2018 
8:45am (school chapel)
12:00pm & 7:00pm
Yes, we realize it’s also Valentine’s Day, but don’t forget that Lent begins with the 
solemn and sacred rite of the Imposition of Ashes. 
 We continue our annual Soup and Salad dinner tradition prior to the 7:00pm 
service, and continuing every Wednesday through Lent.

Five Things God uses to Grow your Faith
DVD study presented by Andy Stanley
Small Groups forming for five weeks beginning week of January 7th
This is a great first step.  This church wide small group study is a great way to get 
to know new people and learn to grow your confidence in God, even when life 
is rocky and things aren’t going your way.  “Imagine if the natural response in your 
mind and heart would be, God’s in Control; he’s going to work this out; he always 
leverages bad things for good purpose; and he has a perfect plan for my life.  So I’ll 
just wait patiently and see what he has in store for me.”  Think how different your 
life would be. 


