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Summer…the season we take time to rest, go on vacations, enjoy our families, and spend time recharg-
ing.  The summer season is also a great time to set goals and look toward the start of a new church year.  In 
September, Red Hill goes into high gear looking forward to the joy of discovering new ways to grow in our 
faith and learn about all of the  wonderful ministries Red Hill has to offer, from music, to youth and family, 
to adult education, and everything in between.

In this issue of The Vine, we highlight many of our on-going ministries, as well as programs that our own 
Red Hill members have been called to lead.  These gifted individuals are passionate and joyful about sharing 
the love of Jesus with our Red Hill community and beyond.  Have a look at some of the various programs 
Red Hill offers, and spend some quiet time reflecting on your own gifts and talents to determine in which 
programs you would like to participate.  

I pray that this summer season brings you much joy!

Pastor Seth

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5
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Summer and Sabbath
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

I cannot believe that the Summer is upon us!  When I was 
a kid, summer was the light at the end of the tunnel—the 
long awaited days of shorts, no shoes, lots of Baseball, 
staying up late, and sleeping in (except for Saturdays—my 
dad believed in chores on Saturday mornings and if he 
was up, everybody was up)!  Summer was the time that 
the “Three R’s” of school transformed into the “Three R’s” 
of summer:  rest, renewal, and recreation.  Summer was 
awesome!  Hopefully, you will find some time in these next 
few weeks and months for rest, renewal, and recreation 
for your body, mind, heart, and soul.  

Of course, at Red Hill, we do not take the summer off!  
While some of our ministries will take a summer hiatus 
or change its structure somewhat, our core ministries will 
continue throughout the summer months, providing you 
and your family opportunities to Worship, study, pray, con-
nect, and care for others at and through your church.  

During the summer, many of you will be taking much 
needed time for vacation, spending time with those you 
love, visiting places you have longed planned for, and/or 
perhaps just relaxing from the business of your life?!  As 
you plan your vacations, time off, changing schedules, 
and hopefully a slower pace this summer, I encourage 
you to consider how even vacations can be a part of your 
discipleship; a way that the Holy Spirit can transform our 
hearts, minds, and souls for the purpose of drawing us 
closer to Jesus and His sustaining grace.

One of our core values at Red Hill is emotional health.  We 
believe that Emotionally Healthy Spirituality (EHS) can-
not be separated from our discipleship.  Two of the steps 
along this EHS journey, are the practices of a Daily Office; 
regular times through the day when we stop, in solitude 
and silence, to be with Jesus through prayer and Biblical 
reflection.  Second, the weekly Sabbath; One day in seven 
where we stop, rest, and delight in God’s love.  

One of the gifts that these practices give is that we are 
made continually aware that we were created in love, by 
God, for a relationship with Him, and how this foundational 
relationship with God informs all of our other relationships.  
We can often forget this and allow God to be crowded out 
of our lives by business, worry, and simple inattention to 
our Heavenly Father.  The Daily Office and Sabbath are 
used by the Holy Spirit to keep us grounded in God’s grace 
and aware of His constant presence in our lives.  Likewise, 
annual vacations can be times not only for needed rest 
and re-creation, but also times for spiritual refection and 
recognition of our human limits, dependency upon God, 
and a reminder that God has created us to love us—God 
wants us to enjoy our relationship with Him!   
   
Pete Scazerro, author and founder of Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality, comments that vacations can be seen as, “an-

nual gifts from God that resembled the ancient Jew’s 
participation in the festivals of their day (the three na-
tional feasts of Pentecost, Booths, and Passover).”1  
Viewed from this spiritual perspective, even our vaca-
tions become a sacred task that grounds us in God’s 
presence in all aspects of our lives—work and play, 
the Sanctuary on Sunday morning and the beach 
during the week!  For example, God’s gifts of Word 
and Sacrament are administered weekly in corpo-
rate Worship, feeding and equipping disciples to go 
out into the world with hearts full of gratitude, ready 
and open to receive from God His other unique gifts 
through the week; gifts such as a sun-set in the eve-
ning or playing with your kids or grandkids during the 
day.  Maybe even a long nap in the afternoon!   As 
Scazerro reminds us:

Remember, the purpose of all earthly life and matter is 
to lead us to communion with God.  The entire cosmos 
is meant to serve as a material gift from God in and 
through which we enter into the joy of his heavenly 
presence.  That includes our vacations!2  

Can our vacations truly be holy times through which we are 
awakened to God’s never-ending presence with us?  Can 
we view our vacations not only as time-off from work, but 
also time for recognizing the blessings of God all around 
us?  Using the principles of Biblical Sabbath and the Dai-
ly Office that we examined through Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality (Stop, Rest, Delight, Worship), the answer can 
be yes!  What would a “vacation as Sabbatical” look like?     

Stop.  The weekly Sabbath is a twenty-four hour period 
when we stop working and realize that we are NOT God.  
During our vacations, however long they may be, we are 
stopping our regular work to focus on the One who is God!  
What can you do on your vacation that would help you to 
be aware of God’s power, character, and love?  “On the 
Sabbath we let go of the illusion that we are indispensable 
to the running of the world. We recognize we will never 
finish all our projects, and that God is on the throne, man-
aging quite well in ruling the universe without our help.”3

Rest.  The institution of the Sabbath was reflective of 
God’s resting on the seventh-day after creating the cos-
mos.  Resting is integral to Sabbath.  Sabbath resting is 
two-fold:  we cease activity proper, allowing our bodies, 
minds, and souls to relax, and we “engage in activities 
that restore and replenish us—from napping, hiking, read-
ing, and eating good food to enjoying hobbies and playing 
sports.  What are the activities that you could engage in 
that would restore and replenish the soil of your soul?”4 
1   Adapted from a blog-post by Pastor Peter Scazerro, “Turning Vacations into 
Sabbaticals.” www.emotionallyhealthy.org.  
2  Ibid.  
3  Ibid.
4  Ibid.
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

Delight.  God’s resting on the seventh-day involved God 
delighting in His creation (Genesis1-2).  God desires that 
we delight in, even enjoy, our lives and this world!  God 
“invites us to enjoy and delight in his creation and all the 
gifts he offers us in it.  These innumerable gifts come to 
us in many forms, including people, places, and things.”5  
What could you do on your vacation that brings you delight 
and enjoyment?   

Worship.  As Lutherans, Worship is both corporate and 
a lifestyle.  In corporate Worship, God serves us through 
Word and Sacrament in the assembly of God’s people.  In 
response, we serve God through our praises and prayers 
within the community of God’s people.  God meets us in 
the assembly in ways that do not happen on the proverbial 
golf course or on the couch.  Lifestyle worship involves 
praising God through our work, hobbies, and relation-
ships—we desire to bring God glory through all that we do 
and all that we are!  If you are in town, do not take a vaca-
tion from corporate Worship!  Be in your church!  If you are 
vacationing, look for a church and Worship corporately.  
(If you know your itinerary, we can help you find Lutheran 
churches where you will be going.  Also, let us know when 
you will be vacationing and we will pray for you and your 
family).  Wherever you may be, contemplate God’s cre-
ative power, love, and generosity.  “Pondering the love of 
God is the central focus of all Sabbaths. We are not taking 
time off from God; we are drawing closer to him. Sabbath, 
5  Ibid.

and vacations are an invitation to see the invisible in the 
visible—to recognize the hidden ways God’s goodness is 
at work in our lives…How can you more intentionally look 
for his grandeur in everything from people, food, and art to 
babies, sports, hobbies, and music?”6 

A vacation is a great gift.  Whether your vacation is a few 
days or a few months; whether you are traveling around 
the world, across the country, or doing what has become 
known as a “staycation,” a vacation viewed from the per-
spective of Biblical Sabbath, changes the nature of the va-
cation itself, providing us time to “rest from our work and 
to work from our rest.”7  And, our vacations can become 
yet another way that God draws us closer to Him—which 
seems to be what God is always up to!  

6  Ibid.
7  Ibid.  

photo by Donna Kunz
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Worship in the Church
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Worship is central to who we are and what we do as 
the church of Jesus Christ.  For many, the term “wor-
ship,” brings to mind the gathering of believers in a 
church building, usually on Sunday morning.  While 
this understanding of worship is accurate, Christian 
worship is also a lifestyle.  Understanding worship in 
this larger sense, fulfills the scriptural mandate, “So 
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all 
for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10.31).  Additionally, 
worship as a lifestyle, adds depth and passion to the cor-
porate expression of God’s people commonly understood 
as the Sunday worship service.  The purpose of this essay 
is to explicate the nature, purpose, and power of worship 
in the life of God’s people.  

As uniquely Lutheran worshipers, we are the recipients of 
a theological tradition that grounds worship in scripture, 
Lutheran theological distinctives, and Christian history.  
For Lutherans, when it comes to the corporate worship 
service itself, a core theological belief centers on the very 
word service.  In the corporate worship of God’s people, 
the primary trajectory of the service rendered is God to-
ward His people; God serves us through His Word and 
Sacraments.  

Lutheran theologian A.L. Barry, questions whether this 
important theological assumption, that God serves His 
people in the corporate worship event, is truly understood: 

I am not sure whether we have adequately empha-
sized this important truth. God gives His gifts. We re-
ceive them. That is the main purpose of Lutheran wor-
ship. He does this as His Gospel is proclaimed, as His 
Word is read, as His forgiveness is announced and 
sinners are absolved, and as we receive our Lord’s 
body and blood in Holy Communion. In these wonder-

ful ways, God is present with us, His people, drawing 
us to Himself and giving us what we need so much-
His mercy, forgiveness, love, joy, peace, power and 
comfort! The purpose of worship, therefore, is to be 
gathered by God around His gifts.1

From this initial theological understanding of worship, we 
will explore the nature of Christian worship at Red Hill Lu-
theran Church and School.     

Definitions and Understandings
The word “worship” derives from the Anglo-Saxon word, 
“weorthscipe” or “worthship,” which implies rendering 
homage, recognizing the intrinsic value or worth of a per-
son or thing.  In the New Testament, the Greek word often 
used for “worship,” is proskyneo, which is translated vari-
ously as, “Adoration,” “To bow,” “To kiss.”  Clearly, we can 
understand Christian worship to be the adoration of the 
Triune God and an acknowledgment of His glory, as He 
serves us through His Word and Sacraments.  Worship 
expresses our love and gratitude toward a grace-full God 
who entered into time and space to create a people for 
His joy and our blessing.  Lutheran theologian Ted Peters 
believes that in Christian worship, time itself is taken up 

1 A.L. Barry. “Lutheran Worship 2000 and Beyond: Seven Theses on 
Worship.” A position paper available at www.lcms.org. 
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into the grace-full work of God in the world.  Peters writes: 

The symbolic power of worship is that time and space 
become collapsed.  Past and future become present.  
Heaven comes down to earth while shouts of praise 
bear earth up to heaven.  Through liturgy, song, and 
sacrament, the story of Jesus and its significance (the 
Kingdom of God) is proclaimed and embodied, inviting 
God’s people into the divine reign. 2

Additionally, as Lutherans, what we discover is that the 
very same gifts from God that are the central actions with-
in the corporate worship service, God’s Word and Sacra-
ments, are at the same time the very elements that define 
the church.  According to the Lutheran Confessions:   

It is also taught among us that at all times there must 
be and remain one holy, Christian church.  It is the 
assembly of all believers among whom the gospel is 
purely preached and the holy sacraments are admin-
istered according to the gospel.3

What becomes immediately clear is the communal nature 
of Christian worship.  Through the ministry of the church, 
the divine Trinity forms a community.  God the Father, 
through the Son, by the power of the Holy Spirit assem-
bles the worshipping community, gives the gifts of Word 
and Sacrament to this community, and receives the grate-
ful praises from the community.  In the worship book of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, Lutheran Worship, this 
divine-human reciprocity in worship is described:

Our Lord speaks and we listen.  His Word bestows 
what it says.  Faith that is born from what is heard 
acknowledges the gifts, received with eager thankful-
ness and praise…Saying back to Him what he has 
said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure…
The rhythm of our worship is from him to us, and then 
from us back to him.  He gives his gifts, and together 
we receive and extol them.  We build one another up 
as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs.4

Of course, all theological discourse must be grounded in 
Scripture.  Here are just a few biblical foundations for wor-
ship:

 Deuteronomy 10.12 And now, O Israel, what does 
the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your 
God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul…

 1 Chronicles 28.9 And you, my son Solomon, ac-
knowledge the God of your father, and serve him  
with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the 
LORD searches every heart and understands every mo-
tive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found 
by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.

2 Ted Peters. God: The World’s Future. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 
2000.
3 Robert Kolb and Timothy Wengert, eds. “The Augsburg Confession, 
Article VII,” The Book of Concord (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000). 
4 Quoted in Barry, Lutheran Worship 2000 and Beyond.

 Psalm 135.3 Praise the LORD, for the LORD is 
good; sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant.

 Mark 12.29-31 “The most important [command-
ment] answered Jesus is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God, the Lord is one 30Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ 31The second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater 
than these.”

 John 4.24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in spirit and in truth.

 Philippians 2.11 …that at the name of Jesus ev-
ery knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 Hebrews 12.28-29 Therefore, since we are receiv-
ing a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, 
and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 
29for our “God is a consuming fire.”

As the above biblical texts indicate, we are to praise God 
with our whole being, honoring God for who He is and 
seeking to obey Him always!

Style and Order
A logical question follows:  
how do believers accom-
plish this task? To faithfully 
worship God in spirit and 
truth?  As Lutheran Chris-
tians, our first question 
on anything pursuant to 
the Christian life is, “What 
does the Bible say?”  It is 
no different when it comes 
to the question of worship, 
particularly the question, “What should and should not be 
a part of the worship service?”  Perhaps another way of 
asking these questions would be, “Does the Bible tell us 
what is acceptable to God when it comes to worshipping 
Him?”  After all, God is the object of our praise and what 
He wants is what we should want.  Is there a biblical pat-
tern for worship?

What one discovers is that, while the Bible commands wor-
ship and gives us language for worship (i.e. the Psalms); 
relatively little is said about the specific content and forms 
of worship.   Theologian D.A. Carson notes that “There is 
no single passage in the New Testament that establishes 
a paradigm for corporate worship.”5   Likewise, the late 
Professor of Christian Worship, Dr. Robert Webber con-
cedes, “Elaborate descriptions of worship are not found in 
either the New Testament or the writings of the second-
century church.”6  For example, while the Bible tells us to 
sing praises to God, it does not tell us what style of music 
5  D.A. Carson, Ed. Worship by the Book (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Zondervan, 2002).
6   Robert Webber. Worship: Old and New (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Baker Books, 1994).
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to use.  While the Bible assumes the daily and weekly wor-
ship of God, it does not tell us what specific times of the 
day this worship should be done. 

However, this does not mean scripture is completely silent 
on the matter.  What we do find in scripture are general 
principles concerning worship.  For example, Jesus says 
that true worshipers “Worship the Father in spirit and truth” 
(John 4.23-24).  Likewise, the Bible says that worshipers 
should:

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord…come before 
his presence with singing…Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thank-
ful unto him, and bless his name.” (Psalm 100.1-4)

The Bible is also very clear about what should not happen 
in matters of worship.  God’s people are not to worship 
false gods (First and Second Commandments).  Likewise, 
the integrity of the human heart is a particular, scriptural 
concern when it comes to the worship of God.  God has 
harsh words for those who come to praise God in worship, 
but live as if God does not matter:

“The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to 
me?” says the Lord. “I have more than enough of burnt 
offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I 
have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and 
goats…16…wash and make yourselves clean. Take 
your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong, 
17learn to do right!  Seek justice, encourage the op-
pressed.  Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead 
the case of the widow…”  (Isaiah 1.11, 16-17)

To sum up: while we do have basic biblical principles pur-
suant to worship, questions remain about some of the 
specifics, content, and order within the worship service it-
self.  So, the questions remains, “How do we decide what 
should be “in” and what should be “out” when it comes 
to the corporate worship of God’s people?”  Historically, 
this question has been answered through two primary 
theological affirmations: the “Normative Principle” and the 
“Regulative Principle.”  

The Normative Principle posits this: In the corporate wor-
ship services of God’s people, there should be all the ele-
ments that the Bible commands.  What are the elements 
that scripture commands the church to do in the worship 
service?  There are six:

*Prayer (1 Timothy 2:1) 
*Reading Scripture (1 Timothy 4:13) 
*Preaching (2 Timothy 4:2) 
*The Lord’s Table (1 Corinthians 11:17-34) 
*Financial Giving (2 Corinthians 8-9) 
*Singing and Music (Colossians 3:16).

As far as adding other elements in worship, they are per-
missible so long as scripture does not forbid them. This 
was Luther’s position and continues to be the Lutheran 
position to the present day.   

The second position is referred to as the “Regulative Prin-
ciple.”  The theory here is that church services must in-

clude what scripture commands and nothing more.  Some 
older Reformed Presbyterians and the Puritans are exam-
ples of this belief.      

In our corporate worship services, we do what the Bible 
commands (see the six elements above), while exercising 
freedom to do those things that the Bible does not con-
demn.  Some examples are: reciting the Creed(s), using 
alternative styles of music and instrumentation, choir an-
thems/special music, and making announcements, just to 
name a few.  We have freedom to do these actions as 
scripture does not forbid them.  The on-going challenge 
is to use this freedom faithfully and wisely.  In our worship 
services at Red Hill, we seek to be faithful to Scripture and 
the Lutheran tradition through offering two styles of wor-
ship services: Classical and Contemporary.7    

Classical (Traditional) Worship

In many Lutheran churches today, the Classical Worship 
service is based upon the German Mass (Deutsch Messe) 
published by Martin Luther in 1526.  The German Mass 
followed the Latin Mass (Formula missae) from 1523.  The 
word “Mass,” is derived from the Latin word, missa, mean-
ing “dismissal.”  At the conclusion of the Latin Mass, wor-
shipers were instructed: “Ite missa est” meaning, “Go, it is 
the dismissal.”  Gradually, missa took on a deeper mean-
ing as worshipers understood themselves to be sent on 
a divine mission, thus expressing the missional nature of 
the church.

Historically, the relationship between the worship life of 
the church and the missional life of the church has al-
ways been central to the church’s self-understanding as a 

7 I admit that I often “struggle” with the titles given to the corporate 
worship services and with “labels” in general.  As far as historical liturgi-
cal worship is concerned, I have chosen the term “Classical” as opposed to 
“Traditional.”  This is only because of the sometimes pejorative sense that is 
associated with things “traditional.”  For example, the comment I read recently: 
“Old is cold, new is true.”  Also, as I will argue later, there are elements in the 
“traditional” service that we have retained in our contemporary expressions.  
Finally, I have chosen the word, “Contemporary” to describe our non-liturgical 
services (another title) because this title has been around a while and is most 
familiar.  But, even that word is somewhat misleading because all worship is 
“contemporary,” as in its happening right now. (All of this just shows that I 
think way too much about things!).  



redhillchurch.org Page 9

“called-out” people.8  God calls His people out of the world 
and assembles them together for worship, study and com-
munity, only to send His people back out into the world 
for ministry and mission.  Worship leads to mission and 
mission culminates with worship.  This dual nature of cor-
porate worship is described as adoration and action:

This is precisely what the term, “Mass” communicated.  
As the church concludes the adoration of the Triune God, 
who has just served His people through Word and Sacra-
ment, God now sends (dismisses, missa) His church into 
the world for action (mission), to be the church as disciples 
of Jesus wherever God’s people find themselves.   

While our Catholic brothers and sisters have retained the 
traditional description of the corporate worship service as 
the Mass, at Red Hill, we use the language of “service” to 
so designate the Divine Service rendered through Word 
and Sacrament.  However, some Lutheran churches today 
continue to use the term The Mass or the Divine Service, 
in order to affirm both God’s action in the service and the 
church’s response to go and serve the Lord when the cor-
porate service has ended.  While I do not think Red Hill will 
call our worship services The Mass, confessionally, there 
is precedent:

Falsely are our churches accused of abolishing the 
Mass; for the Mass is retained among us, and cele-
brated with the highest reverence. We do not abolish 
the Mass but religiously keep and defend it... we keep 
the traditional liturgical form... In our churches Mass 
is celebrated every Sunday and on other holy days, 
when the sacrament is offered to those who wish for it 
after they have been examined and absolved.9

Historically, the worship services are structured around 
four elements within the worship service proper, referred 
to as the Order of Service or simply, The Order.  While one 
may find different wording to describe the same element, 
the four essential elements are:

Gathering 
Word  
Sacrament   
Sending    

Additionally, within these elements are other actions or 
rites.  For example, within the Gathering, we often sing a 
hymn, use the Order of Confession and Forgiveness, the 
Kyrie, and Hymn of Praise.  The Gathering concludes with 
the Prayer of the Day when we now move to the Word, 
reading and preaching God’s Word, and on through the 
rest of the Order of service.  

Contemporary Worship
When it comes to the idea of different worship styles, 
questions remain:  As Lutherans, can we, and should we 
8 The Greek word for church, ecclesia, is a compound of two Greek 
words: ek meaning, “out” or “from,” and kaleo meaning, “to call.”  Literally 
ecclesia means to be “called out in order to assemble together.”  It is where we 
get the word, “ecclesial” from, meaning church-related.  
9 Phillip Melanchthon. “The Augsburg Confession Article XXIV,” in 
Theodore G. Tappert, Ed. The Book of Concord. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
1959). 

have contemporary ser-
vices?  If we have ser-
vices without hymns and 
liturgy, are we not denying 
who we are as Lutherans 
and, even more, “watering 
down” the Christian faith?  
I believe the answers are 
yes, we can have a Con-
temporary Service and no, 
if done well and faithfully, 
our Contemporary Service 
can form a faithful commu-
nity of disciples who are 
served by God through 
Word and Sacrament, worshipping in Spirit and truth.  

Again, as Lutherans, our heritage both cautions against 
forms of worship that detract from the adoration of God 
and a Christ-centered focus in worship, while  acknowl-
edging that freedom exists in the ways we express our 
adoration.  Once again, the Lutheran Confessions are 
helpful here: 

We are talking about true spiritual unity, without which 
there can be no faith in the heart nor righteousness 
in the heart before God.  For this unity, we say, a 
similarity of human rites, whether universal or particu-
lar, is not necessary.  The righteousness of faith is 
not a righteousness tied to certain traditions, as the 
righteousness of the law was tied to the Mosaic cer-
emonies, because this righteousness of the heart is 
something that quickens the heart.  To this, quicken-
ing human traditions, whether universal or particular, 
contribute nothing . . .10

We further believe, teach, and confess that the com-
munity of God in every place and at every time has the 
right, authority, and power to change, to reduce, or to 
increase ceremonies according to its circumstances, 
as long as it does so without frivolity and offense but 
in an orderly and appropriate way, as at any time may 
seem to be most profitable, beneficial, and salutary for 
good order, Christian discipline, evangelical decorum, 
and the edification of the church.11 

Therefore we reject and condemn as false and con-
trary to God’s Word the following teachings: …That 
human precepts and institutions in the church are to 
be regarded as in themselves divine worship or a part 
of it. . . . When such external ceremonies and indif-
ferent things are abolished in a way which suggests 
that the community of God does not have the liberty to 
avail itself of one or more such ceremonies according 
to its circumstances and as it may be most beneficial 
to the church.12 

10 “Apology to the Augsburg Confession Article VII,” The Book of 
Concord. 
11 “Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration” 
12 Ibid.



The VinePage 10

What can we discern from these theological statements 
and our history when it comes to the worship of God?  For 
Red Hill, I believe the true worship of God is not a mat-
ter of style, but of substance.  Red Hill will always follow 
the commands of scripture when it comes to our corpo-
rate worship expressions.  Along with the scriptural com-
mands, we will exercise freedom to do those things that 
are not condemned by scripture the (Normative Principle).  
We will always seek to be faithful to who we are as Luther-
ans in this cultural time and place, while using the cultural 
language and worship forms that empower our church to 
corporately express our love for Jesus and gratitude for 
His gifts of Word and Sacrament.  

To do this, we offer a Contemporary Service with biblical 
and theological depth, both through music and order.  In 
our Contemporary Service, we retain the classical Order 
of Service (Gathering, Word, Sacrament, Sending), as 
well as some of the rites (Order of Confession and For-
giveness).  Of course, the biggest difference is the music 
style, although we do at times sing classical hymns in our 
Contemporary Service.  

Musically, our goal is to utilize contemporary praise songs 
that express the breadth and depth of biblical and theo-
logical conviction, as well as songs that express the hearts 
and minds of the worshipper who desire to give glory to 
God.  One of our ongoing goals is to increasingly use clas-
sical hymns that are rich in biblical and theological sub-
stance in our contemporary worship services, using con-
temporary worship instruments.   

I conclude with a commitment I made when I became Se-
nior Pastor of Red Hill:  by the grace of God, the worship 
of the Triune God at Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, 
no matter what style we express, will always be centered 
on the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the rea-
son that we worship; His life, death and resurrection are 
the truths that we hear pro-
claimed through His Word 
and enacted through His 
Sacraments.  Our respons-
es of praise and gratitude 
are directed toward Jesus 
through songs, prayers, and 
offering of our resources (fi-
nances and personal spiri-
tual gifts/abilities) back to 
our Lord.  Through these ac-
tions we are prepared to be 
sent out into the world to live 
as disciples of Jesus for His 
glory and the world’s bless-
ing.  Anglican Bishop and 
scholar N.T. Wright com-
ments on the relationship 
between the work of Jesus 
and the worship life-style of 
the church:

We who live on the farther side of Christmas, Calvary, 
Easter and Pentecost stake our lives on the belief that, 
in the man Jesus, Isaiah’s promise about the coming 
of the bridegroom to woo and win his people came 
true in literal human history.  But if we believe that, we 
are also committed to the belief that this same God 
comes to us again week by week, in bread and wine, 
to woo us and win us…And we are committed to the 
belief that he will come again, finally, to judge and 
save his weary old world once and for all.  And our 
calling, therefore, as those who celebrate his strange 
and beautiful coming, is to demonstrate and announce 
that there is a different way of being human; the way of 
love, the way of God, and so to bring to the world the 
news (good news to the weary, bad news for the bul-
lies) that the creator of the world is also the comforter 
of the world…13

I like what N.T. Wright describes our celebration of God and 
His “wooing” love compels us, week by week, to receive 
that love once again through Word and Sacrament.  Once 
a week (sometimes more) we gather as brothers and sis-
ters in Christ to hear the good news (Gospel) again: God 
has come to His “weary world” to give them rest; true heart 
and soul rest.  As disciples of Jesus at Red Hill, God calls 
us out from the world and gathers us together to worship 
Him and be served by Him!  At Red Hill, our weary believ-
ers are fed with God’s Word and Sacraments, encouraged 
by our heavenly Father and each other, and then we are 
sent right back out into the world to bear witness to the 
source of our only hope—Jesus Christ.  This is the divine 
hope that the people of God take with them out into the 
mission field of their lives.    

13  N.T. Wright. For All God’s Worth: True Worship and the Calling of 
the Church (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans, 1997), 50



redhillchurch.org Page 11

The Importance of Bible Study
By Pastor Joel Kelly

Studying the Bible is one of the most important things 
you can do as a Christian to grow in your faith. Of course, 
this doesn’t mean that the other core disciplines of wor-
ship, prayer, biblical community, service and giving aren’t 
important, but study seems to drive us to practice all the 
other disciplines. Studying Scripture is how we hear from 
God and grow in our relationship to Him. The Bible is the 
foundation of our Christian life. 

Everything we need to believe and do as Christians is told 
to us in the Scriptures. Just as our Lord Jesus was a man 
of one Book and drew all His teaching from that one divine 
source and submitted Himself to it utterly in all He said and 
did, so we too who are His disciples today place ourselves 
joyfully under that prophetic and apostolic Word. And with 
our Lutheran Confessions we say: “No human being’s 
writings dare be put on a par with it, but ... everything must 
be subjected to it” (FC SD, Rule and Norm, 9).

What persuades us as Christians to render such an ex-
alted place to the Scriptures in our lives and teachings? It 
is the marvelous content of Scripture, which is the Gospel-
as Luther said, “Christ is involved in Scripture through and 
through, like the body in its clothes” (WA, 12, 418). And it 
is the Spirit of Christ who witnesses in our hearts that as 
Scripture speaks judgment and grace it proclaims God’s 
judgment and grace to all men. We 
believe in the absolute authority of 
Scripture because Christ accepted 
the absolute authority of the pro-
phetic Word of the Old Testament 
and because He guaranteed the absolute authority of the 
apostolic Word of the New Testament by His promise of 
the Holy Spirit to His apostles.

Why is Scripture authoritative? Scripture is authoritative 
because it is God’s Word. Luther says: “The Word of God 
shall establish articles of faith and no one else, not even 
an angel” (SA, II, ii, 15). In contrast to all other writings 
and human authorities, God’s Word carries with it God’s 
authority.

And this authority is absolute and final. What Scripture 
asserts God asserts, what it commands He commands, 
what it promises God promises! Because our Lutheran 
Confessions believe in such infallible authority, they cite 
the Scriptures hundreds of times and regard Scripture’s 
answers to the great problems and issues of their day as 
God’s answers. This belief in the authority of Scripture is 
the basis for our belief in Sola Scriptura, Scripture Alone.

Today such a conviction regarding Biblical authority is re-
jected by many theologians. The Bible cannot carry divine 
authority with it, because it is not the very Word of God, 
they say. Although it may somehow “convey” or “contain” 
or “become” the Word of God, it must be read like any oth-
er human book. This is exactly the posture taken by many 
who use the “historical-critical method” (also called “higher 
criticism”), employed within the church by some scholars 

for about 200 years, since the time of Rationalism and the 
Enlightenment in Europe.1

One of the objections that some people make to Sola 
Scriptura is that the Bible must be interpreted. In Luther’s 
day, the only people who had access to Scripture were 
the religious elite. (Even many priests didn’t read or un-
derstand Scripture.) Thus, there was a need to be told the 
message and teachings of Scripture by those who had ac-
cess. What Luther discovered was that the church of the 
day was not teaching things found in Scripture and were 
making edicts and rulings of the Pope and Councils to be 
on par and, sometimes, even superior to Scripture.

Luther wasn’t objecting to the church as an institution, only 
the corruption and false teachings of the church in his day. 
But if the church was not the authority to interpret Scrip-
ture, does that mean each person has the right (and abil-
ity) to interpret Scripture on his/her own? The answer is 
no. While we believe that the message of Scripture is clear 
and people can and should read it for themselves, we do 
not approach Scripture with the “whatever I think it means” 
hermeneutic. We have several lenses we must employ to 
understand Scripture.

The first is that Scripture interprets Scripture. The Bible 
says a lot of things. And, taken out of context, a Bible verse 

or passage can be used to support 
just about any crackpot notion. The 
history of the church has borne this 
out and many fringe people who 

claim to be Christian carry out unspeakable acts based 
on a false reading of Scripture. On the other hand, the Lu-
theran approach understands that Scripture’s message is, 
generally speaking, easily apprehended.  When one en-
counters seemingly unclear or confusing Bible passages, 
then those passages need to be interpreted in light of (a) 
the clear passages and (b) the Bible’s overall witness to 
a gracious God who justifies the ungodly on account of 
Christ.

Again, this does not mean that the role of the church is 
somehow unnecessary or diminished. When you were 
called through the Gospel, you were called into commu-
nity with other believers. The role of pastors in the church 
is to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments, but 
do so with right order. Not everyone is allowed to teach or 
preach the Bible in our church. James says, “Not many of 
you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.” 
(James 3:1) Teachers and preachers are judged with 
greater strictness because they are charged with rightly 
handling the very Word of God. You should study Scrip-
ture on your own, but only then to gather with other believ-
ers, under the authority of a called leader, to help you in 
your understanding of what Scripture says and teaches. 

1  Preus, Robert D. Getting into The Theology of Concord (St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 1977), pgs. 7-29. 

Scripture interprets Scripture. 
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The second lens we use to interpret and understand 
Scripture is Jesus. The Bible (in both its Testaments) was 
inspired to reveal the crucified and Risen Jesus Christ, the 
one sent from God to justify and save the ungodly.  To 
understand that the Bible’s primary purpose is something 
other than the revelation of Jesus Christ (for instance, to 
understand that the Bible is primarily a book of rules for 
better living) is decidedly un-Lutheran. In his preface to the 
Old Testament, Luther wrote, 

Therefore dismiss your own opinions and feelings, and 
think of the Scriptures as the loftiest and noblest of holy 
things, as the richest of mines which can never be suffi-
ciently explored, in order that you may find that divine wis-
dom which God here lays before you in such simple guise 
as to quench all pride. Here you will find the swaddling 
cloths and the manger in which Christ lies, and to which 
the angel points the shepherds [Luke 2:12]. Simple and 
lowly are these swaddling cloths, but dear is the treasure, 
Christ, who lies in them.2

With this view in mind, we 
can see that some books of 
the Bible are more central 
than other books. 

Luther saw that some were 
better at revealing Christ 
and his work than others.  In 
an introduction to one of his 
Bible translations, Luther explained that John’s Gospel, 
Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and 1 Peter contained all 
one needed to know about Christ.  On the other hand, the 
Book of James is “really an epistle of straw, when com-
pared with these others, for it has nothing of the nature of 
the Gospel about it.” He didn’t mean that it wasn’t useful, 
but that it was a book of Law and not Gospel. It focused 
on our work, not on Christ’s. This was the third interpretive 
lens that Luther left us. 

The distinction between Law and Gospel is one of the 
enduring legacies Luther left to Christendom. Luther de-
scribes the difference by saying that God preaches only 
two public sermons—two sermons that all of the people 
can hear.  According to Luther, God’s first public sermon 
was on Mount Sinai, when the people heard God give 
Moses the Law, the Ten Commandments (Exodus 19:9).  
God’s second public sermon was on the Day of Pentecost, 
when the people heard the disciples proclaim the Good 
News of Christ in their native languages.  Although the two 
sermons have the same divine source, Luther discerned a 
stark difference in content.  Here’s Luther in his own words 
on the subject:

Now the first sermon, and doctrine, is the law of God. 
The second is the gospel. These two sermons are not the 
same. Therefore we must have a good grasp of the matter 
in order to know how to differentiate between them. We 
must know what the law is, and what the gospel is. The 

2  Luther, M. (1999). Luther’s works, vol. 35: Word and Sacrament I. 
(J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald, & H. T. Lehmann, Eds.) (Vol. 35, p. 236). Phila-
delphia: Fortress Press.

law commands and requires us to do certain things. The 
law is thus directed solely to our behavior and consists in 
making requirements. For God speaks through the law, 
saying, “Do this, avoid that, this is what I expect of you.” 
The gospel, however, does not preach what we are to do 
or to avoid. It sets up no requirements but reverses the 
approach of the law, does the very opposite, and says, 
“This is what God has done for you; he has let his Son be 
made flesh for you, has let him be put to death for your 
sake.” So, then, there are two kinds of doctrine and two 
kinds of works, those of God and those of men. Just as we 
and God are separated from one another, so also these 
two doctrines are widely separated from one another. For 
the gospel teaches exclusively what has been given us by 
God, and not—as in the case of the law—what we are to 
do and give to God.3

Since the two sermons, the two doctrines, Law and Gos-
pel, do two different, opposite things, being able to tell the 

difference between Law and 
Gospel is essential to the 
theological task. So how is 
it done?  How are Law and 
Gospel distinguished?  How 
does one tell the difference 
between divine gift and di-
vine requirement?  Here are 
some guidelines:

1. Keep in mind that the Word of God is (a) very sharp 
and (b) stickin’ it to you. Yeah, that’s in the Bible: “For 
the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and 
of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12) You 
may think that you are reading the word of God in 
scripture or hearing the Word of God in a sermon. In 
reality, as you are reading or hearing, the Word of 
God is acting upon you, doing a number on you. Un-
derstood in terms of Law and Gospel, the Word of 
God is (a) putting sinners to death with the unremit-
ting pronouncement of commandments and punish-
ments—including the punishment of death—and (b) 
raising up saints with the unrelenting pronouncement 
of the unmerited grace, forgiveness, and new and 
eternal life given in Jesus Christ.

2. Remember that Law and Gospel are necessar-
ily related and therefore cannot be separated.  This 
is why Lutheran Christians prefer to talk about 
“distinguishing” or “discerning” Law and Gospel, 
rather than separating Law from Gospel.  Just as 
the words of the Bible are bound up into a single 
authoritative and holy scripture, so, too, are the 
words of law and gospel bound up into a single divine 
Word that does what God wants it to do (see Isaiah 
55:11-12).  Biblically speaking, faithfully confessing, 
you can neither have law without gospel, nor gospel 

3  Luther, M. (1999). Luther’s works, vol. 35: Word and Sacrament I. 
(J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald, & H. T. Lehmann, Eds.) (Vol. 35, p. 162). Phila-
delphia: Fortress Press.

The distinction between Law and Gospel is one 
of the enduring legacies Luther left to Christen-
dom. Luther describes the difference by saying 

that God preaches only two public sermons—two 
sermons that all of the people can hear.  
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without law.  If you read and apply the word of God as 
law only, you get legalism.  If you read and apply the 
word of God as gospel only, you get antinomianism 
(the belief that the law has no use).

3. Do not confuse Law and Gospel.  The previous sen-
tence is intentionally stated as a law (rather than a 
guideline).  Perhaps even more dangerous than sep-
arating Law from Gospel is confusing the Law with 
the Gospel, or vice versa.  Confusing Law and Gospel 
has the result of replacing faith in Christ’s work with 
faith in one’s own work—which amounts to no faith 
at all.  One common way in which law and gospel 
are confused is when we imagine that we make our-
selves eternally right with God by deciding to do what 
God wants us to do. Lutherans insist (with the Apos-
tle Paul) that “by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 
(Eph. 2:8-9)4

Hopefully, after reading this article, you feel a renewed 
purpose in studying and understanding Scripture. How-
ever, this is not a task to be undertaken in isolation. Bible 
study is a communal event. While you can and should 
read and study Scripture on your own, you also need to 
be coming together with other believers to help you in your 
understanding of what you are studying. Bible study is 
not like a book club, where members read on their own 
and then come together to discuss what each one thinks 
it means. No Bible study should begin with the question, 
“What does it mean to you?” This is why being in a study 
with a knowledgeable, qualified teacher is important. You 
are encouraged to join one of our many Bible study op-
portunities throughout the week. Read about these oppor-
tunities in “The Vine”, visit our website, or contact Angie 
Calderon for more information. 

4  Dr Hans Wiersma. https://lutherantheology.wordpress.com

Sunday Morning Bible Study
The Book of Revelation

Continues throughout the Summer

The Book of Revelation is unique within the New Testa-
ment. Although features of Revelation are comparable to 
other New Testament Epistles (cf 1:4; 2–3; 22:21), on the 
whole, the Book has a markedly different style, which re-
quires special reflection and explanation.

In 1890, artist Vincent van Gogh wrote his sister Wilhelmi-
na that he would like to “paint portraits that become a reve-
lation.” The images he created startled and even repulsed 
those who first viewed them. For years, Van Gogh’s work 
collected dust. During his life, he sold only one painting! 
He was regarded as an utter failure. Yet today his works 
sell for millions of dollars because no one painted like Van 
Gogh. Through intensely personal qualities, his works re-
vealed this long-hidden artist.

The last Book of the Bible also startled and repulsed peo-
ple who first read it. Whereas congregations immediately 
and universally accepted the Gospels as genuine portraits 
of Jesus, Christians needed time to see the value of Rev-
elation. Some congregations in the Early Church would 
not include Revelation in their list of books to read dur-
ing worship, even though John wrote Revelation for that 
specific purpose. Yet in time, Christians embraced this in-
tense and dramatic portrait—a personal revelation—of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Perhaps the greatest reason people questioned the value 
and authenticity of Revelation came from its style, sum-
marized by the Greek word apokalypsis, “to uncover or 
reveal.” Authors like Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah wrote 
in this way, rapidly recording what God revealed to them 
through heavenly visions. But Revelation speaks with a 
new intensity. It contrasts with the apostle John’s other 
reflective works in the New Testament. Like an excited art-
ist capturing his subject through bold strokes and daubs, 
John moves the reader from vision to vision, describing 
heaven’s brilliant colors and the devil’s dark deeds. Rev-
elation describes life not as we see it with physical eyes 
but as God sees it and shows it to His trembling disciple.

As you study Revelation, do not let the drama or color-
ful descriptions distract you from the artist’s real subject: 
Jesus. John knew Jesus of Nazareth in weakness, when 
He walked the dusty roads of Galilee and suffered betrayal 
and crucifixion. That is what John describes in his Gos-
pel. In Revelation, John shows how Jesus now reigns in 
eternal splendor. He shows that even though Jesus now 
enjoys the full restoration of His glory, His thoughts and 
plans focus here on earth with you.1

1  Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 2193). St. 
Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House.

Luther’s three steps for reading and 
 studying the Bible. 
The first step is…
               oratio, or “prayer.”  
The second step is…
            meditation, or “meditation.”
The third step in studying the Bible is…
         tentatio, or “struggle.”  



The VinePage 14

“Disciple U” 
Wednesday Morning

7:15 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
Prayer Chapel

Teacher: Pastor Seth
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” (Matthew 28.19-20)

Discipleship; It is a word you hear a lot around this 
church—and rightly so!  Discipleship is the work of the 
church; it is what Jesus has sent us to do in the world.  
What is discipleship?  Discipleship is a lifestyle, a process 
through which we learn to follow Jesus Christ in our lives. 

Jesus talks about discipleship.  Jesus told His disciples 
(us) to: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.…”  
Jesus’ command to be His disciples is a summons to fol-
low Jesus as Savior and Lord.  As Jesus points out, dis-
ciples are made.  As Jesus’ disciples, we are to be con-
tinual learners.  What are we to learn?  Jesus tells us: 
“…teaching them to observe all that I commanded you…”  
We are to be learners, observers, of all that Jesus has 
taught and commanded.  And, importantly, we are not 
alone in this learning: “…lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.” Discipleship is a partnership between 
Jesus and others who share the disciple-making journey.  
Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit that we may grow in Christ-
likeness!  Biblical scholar David Watson articulates both 
the privilege and the challenge of discipleship:

We are no longer our own.  We have been chosen by Him, 
called by Him, bought by Him; therefore we now belong 
to Him, and by virtue of this fact, we also belong to one 
another, however easy or difficult, joyful or painful, we find 
this to be. (David Watson, Called and Committed, 16).

Bible studies and classes at Red Hill is a core way we ful-
fill the disciple-making mandate.  The Wednesday morn-
ing Bible Study is one way you can learn (Observe) from 
Jesus all that He commanded!  Join us on Wednesday 
mornings for:

“The Gospel of Luke”
Written by a companion of the Apostle Paul, “Dr. Luke,” as 
he is sometimes called, worked to collect the stories and 
history about Jesus.  In its introduction to the Gospel of 
Luke, The Lutheran Study Bible notes:

Luke presents the story of Jesus’ life as a journey.  
The story begins at the Jerusalem temple (1.8), cli-
maxes with Jesus teaching at the temple some 30 
years later (19.45-21.38), and ends at the temple 
(24.53) after Jesus is crucified, buried, resurrected, 
and ascended outside the city… Arthur Just charac-
terizes Luke’s account as follows:  Luke’s Gospel is a 
book of the church, written for the church, to be used 
by the church in its proclamation of the Gospel to the 
unbaptized and the baptized.1

As we study Luke chapter by chapter, we will learn about 
the historical context of Jesus’ ministry.  Jesus was wel-
comed by the poor and marginalized in first-century so-
ciety, yet rejected by the political and religious establish-
ment of His day.  However, Jesus did not give up!  Jesus 
still does not give up!  Some of the themes we will examine 
in this study will be:  

“Trusting God When Life is Hard”
“The Type of Person God Uses”
“Jesus’ Temptation in the Wilderness”
“The ‘Lost’ Parables” (Lost coin, Lost sheep, and Lost 

son)
“Jesus and His Encounter with the Demonic”
“The Healing Miracles of Jesus”
“The Last Days of Jesus”

This study is open to men and women of all ages, and, 
if you don’t know much about the Bible—this is a perfect 
place for you!  Bring your Bible (if you don’t have one, we’ll 
get one for you)!  

This Bible study concludes at 8:00 a.m.  If your schedule 
permits, you are welcome to join many in the class who 
meet for breakfast at Coco’s Restaurant in Tustin! 

1  The Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2000).
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Summer Sermon Series 
“Spiritual Life in the Fast Lane”

(July-August)

Living as a Christian in our world today is challenging to 
say the least!  God’s Word is clear that Biblical faith and 
values will conflict with the values of the contemporary age.  
As Jesus told His disciples (us):  “If you were of the world, 
the world would love you as its own; but because you are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hates you” (John 19.19).  

Additionally, even the many good things in our lives:  re-
lationships, work, wealth, and our abilities, the very gifts 
from God Himself, can be a challenge to our spiritual 
growth as we can let these gifts be a hindrance to our re-
lationship with God and our spiritual growth at best, and/or 
a substitute for God at worst.

As disciples of Jesus, we must be honest and vigilant 
about those things that challenge, inhibit, interfere, or re-
place our relationship with God.  What is it that tends to 
get in the way of your spiritual life and growth in faith?  Is 
it busyness?  Worry?  Anger?  Fear?  Relationships (good 
or bad)?  

Through this series, we will examine the nature of our 
Christian lives as we seek to live in the “real world” of suc-
cess, set-backs, busyness, conflicts, human brokenness 
and spiritual longings.   Join us on Sunday morning as we 
explore:

July 1st:   “Healing.”  Text(s):  Lamentations 3.22-33; 2 
Corinthians 8.1-9, 13-15; Mark 5.21-43  

July 8th:  “Weakness.”  Text(s):  Ezekiel 2.1-5; 2 Corinthi-
ans 12.1-10; Mark 6.1-13

July 15th: “Don’t Give Up!” Text(s):  Amos 7.7-15; Ephe-
sians 1.3-14; Mark 6.14-29 

July 22nd: “Under Construction.”  Text(s):  Jeremiah 23.1-
6; Ephesians 2.11-22; Mark 6.30-44  

July 29th:  “The One.”  Text(s):  Psalm 136.1-9; Ephesians 
3.14-21; Mark 6.45-56  

August 5th: “Fulfillment.”  Exodus 16.2-15; Ephesians 4.1-
16; John 6.22-35  

August 12th: “Watch the Mouth.”  Text(s):  1 Kings 19.1-8; 
Ephesians 4.17-5.2; John 6.35-51 

August 19th: “Spiritual Direction.” Text(s):  Proverbs 9.1-
10; Ephesians 5.6-21; John 6.51-69  

August 26th: “Inside Out.”  Text(s):  Isaiah 29.11-19; 
Ephesians 5.22-33; Mark 7.1-13  

Every Sunday God is ready to meet you through Worship!  
Don’t miss out!  You are always welcome at Red Hill!  
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Music Ministry’s Legacy at Red Hill Lutheran Church
By James Martin Schaefer

We all like big round numbers of years to look back and 
reminisce upon.  Ten years ago, we at Red Hill welcomed 
Jason Harney as our Director of Music. He was taking 
over for Karen Cooksey, who had left us as Chancel Choir 
Director to become the Assistant Chorus Master for Los 
Angeles Opera… It was a really wonderful opportunity for 
her and we felt very proud that someone talented enough 
to hold that position had been our choir director!

Needless to say, it felt like Jason had large shoes to 
fill.  At the time, our music ministry personnel was Marty 
Schaefer, Director of Liturgical Arts; Dennis Siebenaler, 
organist; Isaiah Coughran, Praise Band leader; and two 
section leaders and a instrumentalist for the praise band.  
We have always had lofty goals, and high expectations 
of quality in terms of the music we present to our congre-
gation and community.  Jason came to us with a limited 
background in liturgical worship, but he was a gifted choir 
director and a deeply devout Christian.  With our team, he 
quickly came to “understand what we do” in our Classical 
worship and he also assisted a lot in our Contemporary 
worship program.  He and his family have become con-
nected members of the Red Hill community and our Clas-
sical Music Ministry has truly thrived during his tenure.

In 2006, Dr. Siebenaler was presented with other oppor-
tunities and we sadly bid a fond farewell to our organist of 
the previous 10 years.  Before a search committee was 
formed, I made one phone call.  Dr. Linda Brown had been 
a frequent substitute organist at Red Hill going back to 
Karen Cooksey’s time.  I was always blown away by the 
level of musicianship she displayed on the organ. She al-
ways had an incredible heart for God and when she was 
with us, she radiated a grace and connection to the choir 
members and parishoners that was palpable.  I consulted 
Pastor Seth and then made the call.  I told her, “You’re the 
only call I’m going to make… would you consider becom-
ing our organist at Red Hill?”  She seemed surprised and I 
remember her telling me she had been praying for God to 
show her what to do next with her talents.  She had been 
a very busy and engaged Professor of Choral Music at 
Rio Hondo College, but she was moving towards an early 
retirement.  She had said to herself, “If only a church like 
Red Hill was in need of an organist.”  

She told me she would need a couple of days to consider 
the offer, but got back to me very quickly saying she was 
in!  We were both elated and the music in our Classical 
service has truly never been more excellent as she drives 
the entire music ministry to strive for greatness and glori-
fication of God!

One of the consistent aspects of the music ministry at Red 
Hill is that, while we offer wonderful and diverse music 
every Sunday and throughout the Holy Days of the year, 
we like to present at least two large scale “concerts” each 
year.  Typically, one in the late Spring and then one in late 
Fall, often Christmas themed.  In recognizing Jason’s 10 

years as Director of Music, let’s look at the last decadeof 
these large scale concert works.

Sunday, May 3, 2009
Program consisted of: Six not-
turni (Se Lontan, Ben Mio Tu Sei; 
Piu Non Si Trovano; Due Pupille 
Amabili; Ecco, Quel Fiero Istante; 
Luci Care; Mi Lagnero Tacendo) 
by W.A. Mozart; Mass in G major 
by Franz Schubert; and Verleih 
uns Frieden by Felix Mendels-
sohn.
This was Jason’s very first con-
cert at Red Hill.  Our weekly 
Chancel Choir was joined by 
many members of the community 
and friends of Jason’s.  The concert was unique because, 
while the mass in G is a very common work, the Mozart 
six notturni (or, night songs) are rarely performed and are 
secular in text.

Sunday, November 22, 2009: “A Harvest of Grace”
Program consisted of: Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past, Arr.
Mack Wilberg; Ancient Words, Arr. John Purifoy; Anthem 
of Gratitude by Joseph M. Martin; Autumn Carol, Setting 
by R. Schulz-Widmar; All Creatures of Our God and King, 
Arr. John Rutter; Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Arr. Fred 
Swann; Praise to the Lord, the Almighty; Of the Father’s 
Love Begotten Arr. M. Robeson-Howard; With Praise and 
High Thanksgiving by Michael Ryan; What Wondrous 
Love Is This? Arr. M. Robeson-Howard; My Shepherd Will 
Supply My Need Arr. Mack Wilberg; Bound for the Prom-
ised Land,  Arr. Mack Wilberg; Amazing Grace, Arr. Mack 
Wilberg; Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, Arr. Mack 
Wilberg
This was a memorable concert consisting of a number of 
shorter songs, sometimes called “octavos”, and hymn ar-
rangements.  A great highlight was the bag-pipes (and the 
player) during “Amazing Grace!”

Sunday, May 2, 2010: “A Baroque Festival”
Program consisted of: Beatus Vir by Claudio Monteverdi; 
Cantata Excerpts from Johann Sebastian Bach (Wachet 
auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BMV 140; and Ein Feste Burg ist 
Unser Gott, BMV 80); Gloria by Antonio Vivaldi
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Sunday, December 5, 2010: “The Season of Singing”
Program consisted of: 
O Nata Lux by Tom Por-
ter; We Three Kings, Arr. 
Kevin McChesney; O 
Come, Emmanuel, Arr. 
Peter P. Olejar; Fantasia 
on Christmas Carols by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams; 
Pavane for a Silent Night 
by Patrick M. Liebergen; Angels we Have Heard On High,  
Arr. Joan Pinkston; A Christmas Festival by LeRoy An-
derson; Caravan of the Three Kings, Arr. Purvis; Sing We 
Now of Christmas, Arr. John Leavitt; In the Silence? by 
Craig Courtney; Christmas Day by Gustav Holst; Sound of 
the Round by Annie Herring
This concert featured two master works, Fantasia on 
Christmas Carols by Vaughan Williams and Christmas 
Day by Holst.  Both of these pieces are routinely per-
formed by professional choruses and orchestras every 
year at Christmas.

Sunday, June 5, 2011: “An 
Evening of Mozart”
Program consisted of: Regina 
Coeli, K 276; Requiem in D mi-
nor, K.626; Ave Verum Corpus, 
K. 618 all works by Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart.
The performance of the full 
Mart Requiem stands as one 
of the major achievements of 
our classical music ministry.  
Much like an opera company 
performing Wagner’s “Ring 
Cycle”, the Mozart Requiem is 

truly a sign of a mature and thriving church and its music 
ministry.

Sunday, December 11, 2011: “Hodie: this day!”
Program consisted of: 
Choral Fanfare for Christ-
mas by Ron Nelson; Per-
sonent Hodie, Arr. Lara 
G. Hoggard; Gloria by 
John Rutter; Joy of Every 
Longing Heart, Arr. Lloyd 
Larson; Rejoice and Be 
Merry by John Rutter; 
Prelude in G Major, J.S. 
Bach; Hodie! Z. Randall Stroope
Instead of being accompanied by our usual full orchestra, 
this concert was performed with, and accompanied by, a 
brass ensemble.  Full disclosure, we quickly learned just 
how “live” and loud a brass ensemble can be in the acous-
tics of our Sanctuary.

Sunday, May 20, 2012: LUX AETERNA
Program consisted of: 
Cantique de Jean Racine, 
Gabriel Faure; Messe 
Basse, Gabriel Faure; 
Organ Sonata #2 in C Mi-
nor, Felix Mendelssohn 
Bartholdy; Lux Aeterna by 
Morten Lauridsen
This was our first large 
scale concert with Dr. Brown as our organist/accompanist.  
The choir began the concert in the choir loft performing the 
two Faure works and then moved to the chancel area to 
perform Lauridsen’s gorgeous and moving Lux Aeterna.

Sunday, December 9, 
2012: MESSIAH Project
Program consisted of: In 
Dulci Jubilo by J.S. Bach; 
T’was in the Moon of Win-

tertime, Arr. Frances L. Callahan; Angles We have Heard 
on High, Arr. Kevin McChesny; “Part 1” of Messiah by G.F. 
Handel; Shepherd’s Pipe Carol by John Rutter; Nativity 
Carol by John Rutter; Christmas Finale, Arr. J Eilers and 
P. Jennings 

Sunday, June 9, 2013: MESSIAH Project
Program consisted of: Water Music Suite by G.F. Handel, 
Arr. Jane Lorenz; Fugue Fantasy by Hal Hopson; and 
“Parts 2 and 3” of Messiah by G.F. Handel
For the 2012-2013 Chancel Choir “season,” we challenged 
oursleves with a bold undertaking.  In conjunction with our 
church wide study of the gospel of Mark, we presented 
movements of Handel’s Messiah during the worship ser-
vices throughout the year, culminating with a presentation 
of the entire oratorio in parts relating to their season.  
Messiah is in three parts. Part one tells the story of the 
prophesy of the coming Lord, and the story of Jesus’ 
birth. Part two of Messiah is a telling of Christ’s ministry 
on earth, his death, and culminating with His resurrection 
and the great “Hallelujah Chorus.”  Part three is a telling of 
Christ’s lasting legacy on earth through the Holy Spirit and 
the Apostles.  The texts for all three movements are taken 
directly from the Bible or the Book of Common Prayer.  
The presentation of the MESSIAH Project is a true high-
light in the history of the music ministry of Red Hill.

May 20, 2012
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Sunday, December 7, 2014: “A Ceremony of Carols”
Program consisted of: Gloria, Francis Legge Callahan; 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, Michael Mazzatenta; 
Wake, Wake for Night is Flying, Ron Mallory (these three 
songs were performed by our Jubilee Bells); Ceremony of 
Carols, Benjamin Britten; Carillon, Gerald Near; Creator of 
the Stars of Night, Arr. Michael Larkin; Carol of the Magi, 
John Rutter; He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child, Arr. John 
Leavitt; O Come All Ye Faithful, Arr. Dan Forrest; Angels 
From the Realms of Glory, Arr. Dan Forrest
This concert featured the truly sublime work Ceremony of 
Carols by Benjamin Britten and was accompanied by a 
harp.

Sunday, May, 31, 2015: Mozart: CORONATION
Program consisted of: Symphony 25 in g minor; Sancta 
Maria, mater Dei; Laudate Dominum from Vesperae So-
lennes de Confessore; Coronation Mass in C Major
This concert was our third to heavily feature the works 
of W.A. Mozart but the first feature a symphony without 
any singing. We also presented Mozart’s masterpiece, the 
Coronation Mass, which is performed by major orchestras  
around the world.

Sunday, December 13, 2015: A Season of Joy!
Program consisted of: The Three Kings, Anders Ohrwall; 
Variations on the Sussex Carol, Arr. Raymond H Haan; Let 
All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent, Arr. Michael Mazzantenta; 
Noel Nouvelet, Arr. Barbara B. Kinyon (Jubilee Bells) Joy 
to the World, Arr. Robert A. Hobby; Congregation Sing-a-
long; Hallelujah Chorus, Handel
This concert was a crowd favorite because it featured an 
audience carol sing-a-long!

Red Hill Lutheran Church
Music Ministry

Presents

Sunday, November 24, 2013
4:00PM

A Collection of Spirituals and Folk Hymns
with Chancel Choir, Babatunde Akinboboye - baritone, & soloists

Sunday, November 24, 2013: “Song of the People of 
God”
Program consisted of: Witness, Arr. Jack Halloran; Three 
Classic Spirituals by William Dawson (1. Ev’ry Time I Feel 
the Spirit, 2. There is a Balm in Gilead, 3. Ezekiel Saw de 
Wheel); Bright Morning Star Arr. Fred Squatrito; Joshua 
Fit de Battle of Jericho Arr. Howard Helvey; Let Us Break 
Bread Together Arr. William Hall; Here’s One Arr. William 
Grant Still; Lonesome Valley Brad Nix; Done Made My 
Vow to de Lord Uzee Brown Jr.; Two Spirituals Arr. Robert 
Fountain (1. Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child, 2. 
Deep River); Ride On, King Jesus Arr. Moses Hogan
This concert was comprised of spirituals, and featured the 
very wonderful baritone, Babtunde Akinbobye!

Sunday, June 1, 2014: “Remembering the Fallen: 
A tribute honoring the 70th Anniversary of D-Day”
Program consisted of: Bright Morning Star, Traditional Ap-
palachian Hymn; Good Night, Dear Heart, Dan Forrest; 
The Gettysburg Address, Richard Chiarappa Jr.; Battle 
Hymn of the Republic, Arranged by Peter Wilhousky; 
Hymn to the Fallen, John Williams; Songs of Service, Wil-
liam Dale; Requiem in D minor, Gabriel Faure; America 
the Beautiful, Arr. by Mack Wilberg
Another of the landmark concerts in the history of Red 
Hill’s music ministry; it is estimated that 800 people at-
tended this concert.  The concert featured much more of 
a video component than our typical concerts.  Our concert 
goers were honored by the presence of three brave sol-
diers who actually airdropped in to the battle of D-Day, 
and there were at least two U.S. House Congressmen, 
and multiple mayors from local communities in the county.  
The concert also served as a preview concert of our chan-
cel choir members’ tour to France to sing the Faure Re-
quiem in Paris and a concert on the beaches of Normandy 
and the American cemetery.
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John Rutter

and other English Sacred Music

Sunday, May 15, 2016: “John Rutter and English 
Sacred Music”
Program consisted of: We Praise You and Acknowledge 
You, O God, Arr. Mark Bender; All Creatures of Our God 
& King, Arr. John Rutter; Processional Jubilee, Anna Lau-
ra Page; Gaelic Blessing, John Rutter; Celebration, Fred 
Gramann (three pieces performed by Jubilee Bells); Re-
quiem, John Rutter
This concert featured beautiful music and an audience 
hymn sing, and the stunningly beautiful and deeply mov-
ing Requiem by John Rutter.

Red Hill Lutheran Church
Music Ministry

presents

Antonio VIVALDI

and seasonal favorites with Carol sing-a-long!

13200 Red Hill Ave. | Tustin, CA 92780
714-544-3131 | redhillchurch.org

4:00pm

December 11, 2016
Featuring soloists, chorus and orchestra

Gloria
Sunday, December 11, 2016: Gloria
Program consisted of: Gloria, Antonio Vivaldi; O Nata Lux, 
Tom Porter; Pavane for a Silent Night, Jean Anne Shaffer-
man & Patrick Liebergen; Audience carol sing-a-long
This concert featured two pieces we had performed in pre-
vious seasons (Gloria and Nata lux) and featured many 
more audience sing-a-long carols than previous years.

Red Hill Lutheran Church

Music Ministry

music of the 

Sunday, June 4, 2017: Music of the Reformation 
Program consisted of: Ein Feste Burg ist Unser Gott – 
Cantata 80, Johann Sebastian Bach; Musica Dei Donum 
Optimi, Orlando di Lasso; Dreams of Thee, Eric William 
Barnum; Alleluia Madrigal, Donald Moore; Poor Man 
Lazarus, Arr. Jester Hairston; Jubilate Deo, W.A. Mozart; 
Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel, Donald Moore; Der Psalm 
42 (op 42), Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy
In 2017, our choir and a large number of members of our 
church went to Germany in honor of the 500th anniversary 
of The Reformation.  They traveled to cities and performed 
in churches with significant ties to Martin Luther and his 
life. The tour culminated with a concert in the Berliner Dom 
(Berlin’s Lutheran Cathedral).  The music in this concert 

was performed in Germany as well in our preview concert,  
and featured J.S. Bach’s statement on faith and the Refor-
mation in his cantata 80, Ein feste burg!

Sunday, December 10, 2017: “Fantasia On Christmas 
Carols”
Program consisted of: The Yearning, Craig Courtney; 
Fantasia on Christmas Carols, Ralph Vaughan Williams; 
Change Ring Prelude on O Divinum Mysterium, Arr. Fred 
Gramann; Sing We Now of Christmas, Arr. Trevor Manor*; 
The Baby Boy, Arr. George Douglass* (*performed by Red 
Hill Lutheran Children’s Choir); Christmas Carol Sing-a-
long; Masters In This Hall, Arr. Mark Hayes; Sound of the 
Round, Annie Herring; Angels From the Realms of Glory, 
Arr. Dan Forrest
This is the first concert to feature our Children’s Choir and 
also showcased our Jubilee Bells and the return of a favor-
ite, ‘Fantasia On Christmas Carols’ by Vaughan Williams.

Red Hill Lutheran Church

Celebrating our last ten years of sacred choral/orchestral music

Sunday, June, 10, 2018: MASTERWORKS: A look back 
at a decade of worship and music
This concert was a special way to look back at some of 
our Music Ministry members’ favorite concert works per-
formed over Jason Harney’s tenure.  All works had been 
performed during previous years and the selections were 
voted for by choir members.

As you can see, we have had an amazing 10 years, build-
ing upon years of previous concerts and music ministry.  
These concerts, and all we do on Sunday mornings, would 
not be possible without the support of the members of Red 
Hill Lutheran Church and the community.  We look forward 
to continued support and many years of making wonderful 
music to the glory of God!
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Contemporary Worship
by Isaiah Coughran

“You’re not making Christianity any better; 
you’re just making Rock ’N’ Roll worse.”

 -Hank Hill
I heard this quote from the cartoon sitcom King of the Hill 
over ten years ago and fell over laughing. It has been 
bouncing around in my head ever since. And though Hank 
Hill may not be a real theologian, or real at all, he has 
helped me to continue to think about how music should 
glorify God, and, if at all possible, make Rock ’N’ Roll bet-
ter. 

That being said, what does it mean to glorify God at Red 
Hill Lutheran Church through contemporary music? This 
question has been my task and privilege to wrestle with, 
year after year. Different years it has taken different shapes 
through the music we play, write, and perform. Thankful-
ly I do not have to wrestle through that question alone. I 
have the pastors, fellow worship leaders and my incredible 
band members to do that with. This community has been 
so incredibly generous, supportive and challenging. I have 
thankfully been pushed out of my comfort zone in pursuit 
of giving a fresh and dynamic expression to the glory of 
God. God doesn’t need my help in the glory department, 
but I am thankful that he allows us to take part in it.  Within 
the span of a year we were able to put on two concerts 
featuring original music and lyrics, many of which came 
from the congregation members – both school and church, 
in the Parables and Voice of Red Hill Concerts. Both of 
these concerts were very challenging to put together, and 
there was so much involved, but I am so thankful that 
we dreamt, built and performed these community build-

ing events. The musicians worked hard to write, memo-
rize and perform their parts. Members of the congregation 
were willing to open up their creative outlets by submitting 
lyrics, poems and ideas. The event coordinators made 
sure the room was set up, the food was just right and that 
the communication went out to our community. The Pas-
tors helped to keep the lyrics theologically consistent with 
our beliefs, offered creative support and were a continual 
“coach in the corner” throughout the process. This was 
team work at its best and I was so grateful to be a part of 
it. All this is to say that, this is how we glorified God. That 
was our two copper coins (Mark 12:41-44). 

We also work diligently each week to bring together a team 
of people to create and express the music in worship. This 
only happens because of the generosity and time of many 
of our musicians. This last year, the Contemporary Praise 
Band played with over 40 different people with a combined 
total of 40 plus hours PER week of volunteer time. Our 
musicians take their roles very seriously, and for that I am 
so very grateful.

Our hope for the future is to create experiences where 
people can engage with God and one another on an intel-
lectual, emotional and communal level. This will be done 
on a weekly basis in our chapel and Sunday morning ser-
vices, but we are especially looking forward to partnering 
with the vision of Pastor Seth in 2019 by crafting original 
Psalms set to music. Pastor Seth is going to bring the vari-
ous types of Psalms to life through an upcoming Sermon 
Series, and we want to help give musical expression to 
what he is working on. This is another venture that we will 

ask members of Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School to participate in. 
So please keep a lookout for that in-
vitation as we move into 2019. 
The way we invite you to participate 
with us is through prayer and en-
couragement. We would really ap-
preciate your prayers for creativity, 
discernment, character, and a bold-
ness to seek and share in the glory 
of God. 
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On Fire Fit
By Jennifer Colon

Jesus said the two greatest commandments are to love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength 
and to love your neighbor as yourself.

On Fire Fit is built on this foundation.  I believe that when 
we open our hearts, minds, and souls to the Lord, and 
we hold onto Him with all our strength, we truly can have 
peace beyond all understanding and will be ready to live 
life with vibrant energy and joy…..a life On Fire!  

Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and de-
stroy. I came that they may have life and have it abun-
dantly.”  John 10:10

He did not come merely to get us into heaven, although 
that would be more than enough!  He came to give us a 
purpose-driven, joyful life that draws people into His King-
dom.

Because we live in a world where the enemy is constantly 
working on us to steal, kill and destroy us, we see all kinds 
of problems.  Through On Fire Fit, I pray that we become 
aware of how we have the power of God within us to over-
come any of these problems and refute the lies of the en-
emy.

There is a perpetual cycle at work in each of us.  When 
we feel better physically, we have improved energy levels, 
mental clarity and drive.  When we feel better spiritually, 
we make better choices in all areas.  The opposite is also 
true.  Physical illness, mental exhaustion, and spiritual dry-
ness all tend to create a negative cycle.  Through On Fire 
Fit classes, we work to make changes in each area so that 
the cycle of health cycles upward for the whole person.

When we stay attached to the vine, Jesus, we bear fruit, 
and that fruit affects those around us as well as the King-
dom.  Working together as a community and supporting 
each other is a critical part of the On Fire Fit process.  As 
we know, “iron sharpens iron” and small groups of support 
truly build us as a church and as a community.

Challenges in the ministry of On Fire Fit usually revolve 
around time since people are incredibly busy.  Opportuni-
ties abound for On Fire Fit as we have never had such a 
high rate of obesity, diabetes, cancer, depression, uncon-
trolled anger, and other extreme health crises.  

Since 2014, On Fire Fit has been leading small groups 
in areas of health, both virtually by means of social me-
dia and with weekly meetings in 
person.  Through the working of 
the Holy Spirit, we have changed 
mindsets, lost pounds, thwarted 
disease and reduced medications 
by healthy living.  We have grown 
in the Word of God, learning Who 
He Is and Who He says we are.  
We have linked arms to grow to-
gether and individually so that we 
each can contribute to setting this 

world On Fire, through On Fire living!

We have financially supported our close friends in need, 
Laurel House and Pravaham in India.  These charities en-
able young women to gain a second chance at living an 
abundant life.

This summer, On Fire Fit is leading people through a pro-
gram titled “Lit 4 Life.”  Each area of healthy living includ-
ing spiritual, mental and physical will be addressed.  In 
future programs, we will delve deeper into each of these 
areas.  

On Fire Fit is also planning a mini-retreat in the late sum-
mer/fall that will focus on Healthy Living.

The theme for this edition of The Vine is most appropriate 
for what On Fire Fit’s mission is:

Ephesians 4.11-16 And he gave the apostles, the proph-
ets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind 
of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are 
to who is grow up in every way into him the head, into 
Christ,16 from whom the whole body, joined and held to-
gether by every joint with which it is equipped, when each 
part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love.

When we are really On Fire for life and set On Fire by Him 
who is the Eternal Fire, then we are better equipped to 
fulfill our purpose.  We are physically, mentally and spiri-
tually able to help build others up in Christ when we are 
intentional with purpose.  We can help the body of Christ 
and the world to grow in truth!  

My hope is that you will live your life On Fire so that you 
can set the world On Fire, using the unique gifts God has 
given you and the power of His Holy Spirit at work in you!  
For more discussion on this topic, feel free to connect with 
me directly by way of telephone (714) 335-9100 or email 
onfirefit@gmail.com.
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Holy Yoga
By Michelle Palmer

I first started practicing Holy Yoga four years ago and be-
came certified as a Holy Yoga Instructor almost two years 
ago. Since then I have learned a lot about the philosophy 
of yoga, the integration of yoga in the church and I have 
personally experienced Christ-like benefits of regular Holy 
Yoga practice.

The term “yoga” translated means to yoke, or to join to-
gether in union with something that will lead you to a 
greater spiritual understanding or awareness. Jesus says 
in Matthew 11:29-30 “Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light”.

Yoga is a system of postural (asana) and breathing tech-
niques (pranayama) that can be used for a number of 
goals, these goals include stress management to sleep 
more soundly, relaxation, weight management, muscle 
tone and improved balance. The eight limbs of the yoga 
sutra act as guidelines on how to live a meaningful and 
purposeful life.  Many of these overlap with Biblical prin-
ciples such as restraint, observance of scriptures, self-
discipline, withdrawing from external stimuli (John 4, Mark 
1:35), concentration (Phil 4:8), and meditation (psalm 1:2-
3, Psalm 105)

The Holy Yoga Mission Statement says that it is “an expe-
riential worship experience specifically created to deepen 
your connection to Christ. Our sole purpose is to combine 
world-class yoga with a Christ-honoring experience that 
offers an opportunity for believers and non-believers alike 
to authentically connect with God. We do this by integrat-
ing His Word, prayer, worship and the physical practice of 
yoga to contemporary and Christian music”.

In my Holy Yoga Ministry at Red Hill Lutheran Church and 
School it is my goal to create a safe, welcoming space for 
anyone to practice yoga no matter their age, experience 
or ability.  We practice the postures to Christian music and 
meditate on the word of God.  In both my children’s class-
es and adult classes I have been able to gently and lov-
ingly speak God’s word over 
those who would not ordinarily 
come and attend a traditional 
church service. This is a place 
where non-churched family 
and friends can be invited in to 

experience the overwhelming love of God. Classes each 
week are Biblically themed, with topics such as the Prom-
ises of God, His eternal Love, letting go and trusting Him.

I have seen much growth in my yoga students, not just 
physically but spiritually and emotionally as well. I have 
had students report to me feeling less stressed, sleeping 
better, experiencing more energy and strength as well as 
feeling more calm and relaxed.  Students have also told 
me that they have a greater desire to read scripture and 
attend church. In the afterschool program, I have seen a 
huge improvement in balance, focus and concentration.  
I believe God has gifted me with this passion for equip-
ping people to be witnesses of His love by using Holy 
Yoga to help them with stress management and relaxation 
tools and techniques (the younger the better!) I myself did 
not learn these valuable tools until later in life and went 
through years of depression and anxiety which have now 
been completely eliminated and replaced by meditation, 
prayer, and breathing techniques. With this practice I have 
truly found rest for my soul. 

In today’s busy culture when most people are overwhelmed 
with all there is to do, this weekly pause is a great way to 
re-center our lives on Christ, and be filled with the peace 
only Christ can provide.  Then in turn as he commanded, 
we will be sent out, letting our gentleness be evident to all.  
(Philippians 4:5).

Holy Yoga classes are on hiatus for the summer but will 
resume in September.  After you’ve enjoyed your summer 
vacation, plan to give Holy Yoga a try to experience the 
quiet time where the still, small voice of Christ can speak 
to your heart and mind. Please watch your weekly bulletin 
or church calendar for date and time.  

If you have any questions or would like any additional 
information, 
please contact 
me anytime 
at 1tealady@
gmail.com.
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Aebleskiver Breakfast
By Heather Bullock

The Women of the Monday Night Bible Study wish to “Thank” the entire community at Red Hill Lutheran for their 
generosity this year with the Aebleskiver Breakfast. Breakfast was prepared, cooked, served, and cleaned up with the 
help of the Laurel House residents and our American Heritage Girls Troop 0413.
We served over 200 meals and raised $2,384. Proceeds were donated to Laurel House in Tustin. Thank you for join-
ing us in keeping teen girls off the streets and safe from human trafficking, gang involvement and a life of drug and 
alcohol dependency.

Laurel House began as an emergency crisis shelter for teen runaways, and through the years has evolved into a 
unique, preventive-care program providing temporary housing and care for teen girls at risk of homelessness or who 
are runaways because of volatile family situations.

What parents perceive as their daughters spiraling out of control, we discover to be symptomatic of deeper issues 
within the teen such as unreported sexual abuse or an undiagnosed mental health issue.  At Laurel House, these girls 
are in a safe environment where they can sort through the abuse they have suffered, and be properly diagnosed and 
treated.

Laurel House’s mission is providing a home for teens in crisis, trans-
forming lives, and strengthening families. Laurel House is the only teen 
shelter in Orange County providing long term care to ensure longer term 
success in the young lives of these girls.  Their goal is to end homelessness 
for at-risk teen girls by reunifying them with their families or moving them into 
positive living situations.  

This year, three of the Laurel House residents have graduated high school 
and are on their way to college. It has been a true blessing to see God work 
through these young ladies during their time at Laurel House. Congratula-
tions to Christina, Lorena, and Skye!!!

  

Our Aebleskiver Volunteers... Thank you!



The VinePage 24

Red Hill’s Street Team Ministry
 By Bill Calderon

“For there will never cease to be poor in the land. There-
fore I command you, ‘you shall open wide your hand to 
your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’” 
 
The Street Team, I truly believe, is a Holy Spirit driven 
ministry that brings people together to go out and serve 
those in need.  “Go out and serve”, sometimes is a scary 
proposition for people, but when we stay focused on the 
reason we go (which is Jesus), then those fears often go 
away.  We have had members of Red Hill that only want-
ed to stay in the background while they were serving, but 
soon witnessed how God’s love was working through this 
ministry helping them come out from behind the scenes to 
be very active with the people being served. 

I like to call this “Getting out of the boat”. When Peter got 
out of the boat, he took his focus off  Jesus and became 
afraid and fell into the water.  But when his eyes were 
on Jesus, there was no fear.  I have a story like Peter’s 
with similar fears that I have gone through as I served 
with the Street Team.  Recently, I was invited to take the 
Street Team to Skid Row in Los Angeles to serve, and 
several team members agreed to go with me.  The loca-
tion was littered with abandoned buildings, and tents lining 
the dirty streets. Upon arriving, I instantly lost focus as to  
why I was there, I became nervous and afraid, thinking we 
were crazy for coming to this dangerous place.  Before we 
served, we had a small service by a pastor who has been 
preaching on Skid Row for 20 years. During his sermon, 
a small group who live on those streets gathered with us.  
It was only a few minutes into the sermon when someone 
across the street started yelling obscenities. I became so 
anxious about myself and my team’s safety that I couldn’t 
even focus on the pastor’s words.  Then in the middle of 
his sermon, the pastor noticed that I had become distract-
ed, stopped preaching, looked at me, and with a knowing 
look said, “Welcome to skid row”.  I am not entirely sure 
why, but this comment softened my fear. It nudged me to 
remember the reason I was there. Once I refocused, all 
the distractions went away and for me, that street corner 
on skid row turned into a place of faith in action. We began 
serving at 9pm on dimly lit streets in the middle of skid row, 
but I served joyfully, and without fear. We were serving in 
Christ’s name. This was just one of the faith strengthen-
ing lessons I have experienced as I have worked with the 
Street Team over the years.  God is continually challeng-
ing me and broadening my trust and faith in Him. 

Bringing people together in Christ’s name to go out to serve 
and share God’s love has become my joy in working with 
the Street Team. On Sundays, our congregation worships 
together and learns together. One of the most important 
lessons we are taught is to go out to be a disciple of Je-
sus. When we leave the sanctuary on Sundays, we are 
called to go out and show the world who Christ is through 
our faith in action. Serving with The Street Team is one of 
many ways to put your faith into action. 

 
Another of the small ways I feel God is using me and this 
ministry to help others grow in their own faith and disciple-
ship is with prayer. Many of us have a difficult time praying 
aloud for a group of people. I know I used to. Now, I realize 
that when you do get somewhat comfortable with it, it can 
be a joy to share your prayer with others.  On most occa-
sions, before we leave to go serve, I ask that someone 
other than me pray. It moves people out of their comfort 
zone into a safe place to be less fearful.
  
The Street Team could not function the way it does without 
the love of Christ being present.  “And this is his com-
mandment that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us.”  

Watch the weekly bulletin for service days and times, or 
contact me via text/phone (714) 878-2691.
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Our Street Team at work...
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Red Hill Lutheran School 
End of Year Carnival
On June 1st, we celebrated the end of the school year 
with our annual carnival.  It was the final Family First Fri-
day of the year and a huge success!  We had over 400 
people attend; among them were Red Hill Lutheran School 
Families, Community and Church Members, as well as 
future students.  Games, Rides, and Bounce Houses 
were enjoyed by all, while the 7th graders put on their own 
«Probability Carnival,» cakes were won from the Cake 
Walk, and Principal Marquardt was dunked in the Dunk 
Tank!  A perfect ending to another wonderful year at Red 
Hill Lutheran School.  

Now to get ready for the Welcome Back BBQ in August...
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Contagious Generosity in Youth and Family Ministry
By Jennifer Brenner 

How can you know if a church is thriving, vibrant, and fol-
lowing God’s design for a community of believers?  There 
are many factors including Biblical preaching, wise teach-
ing, dynamic worship, and the way the community serves 
and shares within the city it is located.  This is by no means 
an exhaustive list; yet, a thriving church is comprised of 
many people serving in a variety of ways.

We have been learning and growing through the principles 
of giving as a church recently.  You might be praying for 
the Lord’s direction as to how and where you might be 
able to generously give – how about serving in Youth and 
Family Ministry?  We’ve listed a few powerful ways you 
can be a blessing to others:

Serve on Sunday Morning!  
Our nursery blesses parents of very little lambs with a time 
to worship uninterrupted while their kids are well taken 
care of.  Could you care for little lambs on Sunday morn-
ings? 
Our preschool ministry (First Look) ministers to children 2 
– 4 years through age appropriate and interactive lessons.  
The goal of First Look is to introduce children to God who 
loves and cares for them!  What a blessing you could be in 
this area of ministry!
Our K – 5 Children’s Ministry (252) provides a large group/
small group format in which kids not only learn more about 
our loving God, but also learn through His word that we 
can trust God because He always keeps His promises.  
Your contagious generosity in this area would be as a 
small group leader, pouring into elementary school kids 
and reinforcing the large group lesson.  

Please contact Shelli at shaynes@redhillchurch.org for 
252, or Carmen at cgogosha@redhillchurch.org for nurs-
ery/First Look opportunities!   

Serve on Wednesday Night!
Our Middle School Ministry is a dynamic trek through the 
foundations of faith and its high-energy formula is a bless-
ing to 6th-8th graders and adults alike!  Do you want to 
make an eternal difference in this world?  Mentor a group 
of kids as they deepen their relationship with God!
High School Ministry is the perfect addition to your mid-
week.  We call this the “shoe leather” ministry – students 
in middle school learned what and why they believe, and 
in high school, they learn how to apply this knowledge and 
faith as they live out discipleship lives.  Volunteering as a 
Small Group Leader in high school is transformational for 
many students and vital to our ministry goals.  

Please contact Jennifer at jbrenner@redhillschool.org for 
Middle School or Shelli at shaynes@redhillchurch.org for 
high school.  There is a need in each area and we are ac-
tively praying for God to direct people toward these areas.   

Partner with us!
We need a healthy supply of prayer partners willing to ac-
tively invest in the lives of children and their families in all 
areas of Youth and Family.  Please contact us to let us 
know how to partner with you in prayer.
Are you a Thrivent member?  Thrivent members are gift-
ed two “Action Team” events every year.  These events 
are seed resources for education, service, or fundraising 
events aimed at deepening faith.  If you can support us 
through an Action Team, please let us know.
Can you bless a young adult?  RHL wants to support our 
college students who will be studying locally and away 
through different ministry components.  Pairing you with 
a student could be impactful for continued discipleship – 
can you be a difference maker?  If you are excited to help, 
please let us know.

We thank you for your generosity in the past, and your will-
ingness to give of yourself now to grow babies, children, 
and students!  What if the greatest legacy you leave will be 
the imprint of faith in another person’s life? 
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YES, to VBS! 
Vacation Bible School (VBS), is one of the largest 
outreach opportunities to our community. This event 
is great for many reasons. First, VBS is an intentional 
opportunity to present the Gospel. Second, VBS can 
reignite a child’s excitement and commitment to the 
Lord for our kids that already know and love Jesus. 
VBS is a special event that can create wonderful 
memories that help lock Bible truths in a child’s heart 
for a lifetime. According to Pastorresources.com, in 
an article titled, Why Vacation Bible School is Vital, 
“A successful VBS is not about numbers—how many 
attend or how many make professions of faith. It is 
about investing in the lives of these little ones and 
giving the Holy Spirit time to work in their lives as 
they grow. They will accept Jesus into their hearts in 
God’s timing.” 

Red Hill Lutheran Church puts on a great VBS each 
year thanks to the love and support from our Pastors, 
our congregation and the wonderfully committed vol-
unteers who have incredible servant hearts. We are 
blessed by many of our volunteers who return year 
after year. Here is what a few of our longtime leaders 
had to share:  

Marian Armstrong
“I love watching children be filled by God.  I remem-
ber one girl who did not attend our church.  She went 
from looking shell shocked on day one at all of the 
singing and was hesitant to participate.  By day three 
she held my hand between activities and on the last 
day of chapel she volunteered to stand in front of ev-
eryone at VBS and lead the group in prayer.  We 
have an amazing God! I love watching God fill our 
youth.  To see a student grow, and then be so ex-
cited to volunteer as a youth, makes my heart sing.  
Then to see that youth volunteer become interested 
in teaching students makes my heart melt! Knowing 
that God inspires our youth through VBS to serve in 

His Church is glorious to observe. I love watching 
God connect the church.  Many adult volunteers get 
an opportunity to work with people from our church 
as well as other churches.  We connect through ser-
vice and realize we are “the church” and not just a 
service we attend or a building we worship in.” 

Emi Oprescu
“There is an unexplainable joy that I get from seeing 
a child smile, and at VBS, I have the opportunity to 
be surrounded by innocence, curiosity and love. Kids 
need to know how wonderful God is, and how mar-
velous His works are. He gave me a testimony, and I 
like sharing it with the kids. I want them to know how 
much the Lord loves them.”

Nancy Pace
“Short answer:  Because I can. I suppose that 
doesn’t really cover it. I enjoy crafts. I enjoy having 
the kids create something or let them try something 
new. There is the challenge of what to do, where to 
fit the different age groups, and how to relate to the 
theme. While I have had some God-given inspira-
tions, I guess I have a knack/earned experience of 
making some of this happen.  Is it a spiritual gift?  
“Calling”?  You give me the theme, my sub-con-
science works on ideas before I know I have the 
dates available.  I see an idea and work out ways to 
do it in a group. Yes, you do ask. Part of my service is 
to make it so you don’t have to worry about the craft 
rotation happening. This all comes back around to 
my initial statement. The things that go into my serv-
ing with VBS, in crafts, are things that I can do. I can.”

One challenge we experience is selecting the week 
for VBS so that we minimize overlap with other 
churches in the area. We desire to work in partner-
ship with them so that children and families could 
potentially attend VBS all summer long, hosted by 
different churches.  Can you imagine the impact this 
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may have on reaching our community for Christ?  An-
other challenge we are beginning to face is that more 
adults need to work full-time, finding it difficult to take 
a week off to volunteer. In the end, God is always 
faithful giving us exactly who we need for leaders. 
Our hope is that many of you will find it in your hearts 
to serve at least once. It’s not just our students who 
benefit, our volunteers do, too!  

This year our VBS is June 25-29. We love our prayer 
warriors. We ask for your prayers for the children at-
tending that they may know God is with them, God 
has a plan for them, Jesus is Alive and they are part of 
a bigger story. For our volunteers we pray for safety, 
health, physical strength and a willingness to share 
their stories. We thank our congregation for your fi-
nancial support of our mission project. This year we 
are collecting offering for 410 Bridge and their Chick-
en and Egg initiative. A donation of just $35 purchas-
es one live chicken that is a given to a family in a third 
world country. This gives the family a source of food 

and income to help send their children to school. If 
you would like to contribute to our mission project, 
please note this on your offering envelope. We also 
hope you will plan to join us on Wednesday, June 
27th at Chick-fil-A in the Marketplace as our annual 
VBS fundraiser night.  All  proceeds will go toward 
funding our mission effort.  Check out this amazing 
article of the true role of VBS volunteers: http://welle-
quippedvolunteer.com/2012/10/12/youre-not-just-a-
babysitter-i-promise/.  We know you’ll want to serve 
after reading this inspiring piece!  

2017 RHLC VBS Participants!
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Middle School Forest Home, 
July 22-27th

 

Red Hill is pleased to send 3 students and 8 coun-
selors to summer Forest Home this year!  What a 
blessed time in His creation together!  

YFM Small Group Leader Training, 
August 18th, 8:30am-1:30pm

 

All new and returning YFM small group leaders are 
asked to attend our half-day training in preparation 
for our upcoming 2018-2019 ministry season!  

Children’s Ministry
 By Shelli Haynes

There are 936 weeks between the time you bring your 
precious newborn home from the hospital and the day 
you drop that same precious child off at college, or watch 
them leave home for the start of their working career.  936 
weeks sounds like a lot of time, but ask any parent who 
recently watched their child promote from kinder to first 
grade and they will marvel at the speed that time goes by.

Recently, I was able to attend two 8th grade promotion cer-
emonies and it was difficult not to ponder the amount of 
weeks that have already elapsed for the parents.  My own 
daughter, Megan, heads to college in Boston this August, 
which means I have only 12 weeks left as I write this ar-
ticle!

God has placed these children in our lives for His good 
and perfect plans!  We all begin parenting with the high-
est of expectations (we’ve logged hours of parenting book 
reading, we’ve attended parenting classes, we’ve listened 
to advice of others who are further ahead of us) for the 
childhood our kids would have.  However, our hopes and 
dreams haven’t always been matched with the realities 
we have experienced.  Commitments and schedules have 
overtaken our expectations of time spent together in har-
mony.  

Ministry to children is first and foremost about partner-
ing with you and leaning into what God has given us as 
instruction and encouragement we need on our journey.  
Joining you in the life stages of childhood is not only better 
for the church – new research is surfacing that points to 
the importance for the child and for the family as a whole 
of community!  

Somehow our culture has fast forwarded schedules and 
expectations so much that we are often left haggard and 
almost unable to truly rest, let alone rest in God.  I hear 
from more and more exhausted and disillusioned parents 

– “where can we go for rejuvenation and encouragement?”  
Children’s ministry at Red Hill is purposely focused on 
partnering with parents in the form of shared curriculum.  
What we experience on Sunday mornings is given to fami-
lies so that they can continue the learning and growth at 
home throughout the week. High-level communication and 
resourcing (weekly emails which contain encouragements 
and informative articles specifically geared toward parent-
ing K-5 kids) so that families are connected to the commu-
nity of God in regular and powerful ways in addition to their 
family devotion times and regular worship.  

We are excited to introduce children to our God who loves 
them. This God who understands wiggles and astonish-
ment, and who wants to imprint His love and grace onto 
each and every heart.  

This coming fall, we will continue to pour into families 
through additional resourcing and connectedness.  We 
are praying for each family to connect not only with other 
families in the same life stage they are experiencing, but 
also with others who might be a little farther into the jour-
ney.  The church is a place where we can all experience 
and practice God’s love, forgiveness, training, and encour-
agement!  We are so blessed by the community here at 
Red Hill and I look forward to connecting with you as we 
continue to live life together!

If you are not receiving weekly emails from Shelli, please 
send me an email shaynes@redhillchurch.org.
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2019 Youth Gathering   

 

What is the Youth Gathering?  
“Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering (Gathering) provides 
thousands of youth and adults the opportunity to come together as a community of 
God’s people to learn more about Jesus Christ...During the five days of the 
Gathering, youth spend time together in God’s word, worship, service and 
fellowship.” -lcmsgathering.com 

Trip Dates and Location 
July 9 - 15, 2019 in Minneapolis, Minnesota at the Convention Center and U.S. Bank 
Stadium.  July 9 will be a travel day.  July 10 - 11 will be a sightseeing/acclimating day. 
The Gathering begins the evening of the 11th.  We will return home the afternoon of 
the 15th. 
 

Tentative Timeline and Travel Itinerary  

May 2018 Parent/Student Information meeting 
July 11, 2018 Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) Application Opens 
September 2018 Registration and Nonrefundable Deposit Due  
Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 Team Meetings, Bible Studies, and Fundraisers 
Late Spring 2019 All Funds Due 
July 9, 2019 Leave for Minneapolis 
July 9-11, 2019 Get acclimated and explore Minneapolis 
July 11-15, 2019 Attend Gathering Activities  
July 15, 2019 Return to Red Hill 
 

Cost (initial estimate) 

● Airfare 
● Hotel 
● Registration  
● Food  
● District and Group  
● Activities 
● Baggage 
● Ground Transportation 

$1600 Total Cost  

Estimated Cost to Family 
Each participant will help with the 
fundraisers.  All fundraisers will offset the 
majority of the costs. 
 

Estimated cost per person is 
$600 
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Student Ministry
By Shelli Haynes

Do you remember your high school years?  Close your 
eyes and remember sitting in the gym for the big basket-
ball or volleyball game.  Can you hear the cheers from 
those sitting around you?  The shouts from the fans on 
the other side of the court?  The smell of the gym or the 
squeaky sound of shoes on the gym floor?  I wonder if you 
can still recall the inclusive feeling of winning the game, or 
the collective sting of defeat?  

Or maybe you can clearly see in your mind’s eye the com-
munity feeling of relief as the final bell rang when school 
ended for the year.  I graduated in 1990, and I can vividly 
remember each year after the last bell had rang someone 
in the parking lot would pop in “School’s Out For Summer” 
into their cassette deck and turn the volume up way too 
loud!  All of us were connected in celebration when we 
heard that song!

High school is a transformative time for people.  Brain de-
velopment shifts and changes as we begin to build ab-
stract thoughts onto concrete foundations.  We take note 
of our own desire for independence and try new things, 
sometimes succeeding, other times not.  Many of us meet 
lifelong friends in high school, or have transformative ex-
periences.  High school has shaped so many of us and 
this is part of why it is one of my favorite seasons in life.  
Ministry to high school students has always been my fa-
vorite!

Over the past 23 years, I have been blessed to serve in 
high school ministry, the culture surrounding high school 
has shifted dramatically.  Here are just a few of the differ-
ences to note:

Sports used to be played seasonally, and it was not un-
common for students to play more than one sport, as well 
as participate in theater or 
band.  Today band alone is 
a yearlong commitment and 
requires many more hours 
of before and after school 
practice, Saturday drills 
and showcases, and trips 
and competitions during the 
summer and school breaks.  

Homework averages in high school in 2003 was an hour 
or less per night for college bound students.  Today the 
average college bound student has three or more hours of 
homework per night.  This, 
combined with increased 
pressure to take Advanced 
Placement classes in high 
school, ratchets the pres-
sure on high school stu-
dents when compared to 
their 2000 era counterparts.  

Social Media has made significant changes to the lifestyle 
of students today.  Not only do high school students report 
an increase in anxiety, depression, loneliness, and isola-
tion than was reported in decades past, but many students 
share that they cannot seem to get away from the constant 
competition and it drives them toward stress.  It used to 
be home/weekends/summer was a break from whatever 
happened at school.  How-
ever, with Social Media 
we are virtually connected 
while also being physically 
isolated.  

What does all of this 
mean?  The challenges for 
high school ministry and 
for parenting high school-
ers are more pronounced.  We see tons of data that the 
non-stop stress causes anxiety for students but the culture 
feeds us the tagline that in order to be great parents our 
kids must compete at the highest levels, forego unstruc-
tured time, family time, and rest.  Students cannot make 
time for things like Church or youth group (they are le-
gitimately too tired or have tournaments, practices, etc.).  
What is the effect of this on our high schoolers?  Rising 
depression, anxiety, and high risk behaviors are reported 
by high school counselors and school nurses around the 
country.  Families struggle to connect at home because 
there are devices in between people, which hinder physi-
cal intimacy.  Our students report being more alone than 
ever, no matter how many “followers” they have (and many 
of them know exactly how many followers they have.)

I want to make an impassioned plea – please help us stem 
the tide and connect our high school students to our com-
munity!  As you can see, we have amazing young men 
and women who are part of our church community here at 
Red Hill!  Parents, please look carefully (with a long view 
lens) at the activities in which your children are involved.  
Weigh the time, money, and stress these activities might 
cost your family.  Work as a family to build in non-digital 
time spent physically together in an activity.  Will it be awk-
ward at first?  Perhaps; but, it will definitely be worth it in 
the connections and memories you will create together.   

Lastly, let’s partner together!  We are “all in” to pour into 
your family and your high school student.  Youth group 
provides a regular fun, silly, analog experience that seeks 
to build student’s hearts, souls, minds, and strength 
through God’s Word and deep relationships.  There are 
so many examples we see today of the toll this unrelenting 
culture is taking on our kids.  Let’s work to stem the tide 
with our precious kids while we have these four years in 
high school!  
For more information about high school ministry, or to con-
nect to the weekly parent emails, please email shaynes@
redhillchurch.org. 

Did you know?
From 1900-1913, 
California had a law 
prohibiting homework for 
students under 15.
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Young Adult Ministry 
By Jennifer Brenner

Consider this excerpt from the highly acclaimed book, 
Sticky Faith, by Dr. Kara Powell: 

“Young people are a vital part of the body of Christ. 
Without them, the church suffers. The passion, convic-
tion and creativity they bring enliven our worship and en-
able us to more effectively minister to the world around 
us. Nevertheless, churches should be concerned when 
young people abandon church even for a short time. 
When this occurs, “they are easily pushed by the shifting 
winds of their college culture.” Setting faith aside “affects 
the quality of their integrated thinking” and their ability to 
make “true-to-self decisions about their worldviews, ro-
mantic partners, career directions, or graduate school.”

Keeping our young adults connected to Christ is essential 
to the mission of our Church.  Many families are commit-
ted to bringing their young children to Church each week 
and often strongly support students through Middle School 
youth group and Confirmation years.  High School takes 
on its own shape as students begin to cultivate their faith 
more independently.  There is a natural transition that oc-
curs when students head off to college or careers as they 
have far more responsibilities and new life experiences.  
Finding time for a new Church community is challenging 
and many only connect during major holidays or when vis-
iting family back at home.  

According to a recent article published by Allison Tanner 
with ACS Technologies for those students who are not 
rooted in their faith or attending Church regularly prior to 
leaving, “…70% of college-aged students leave the Church 
when they go off to school or to join the workforce.  Of that 
70% an estimated two-thirds don’t return…” Although we 
don’t want any of our students leaving their faith commu-
nity as a young adult, it’s more concerning that so many 
aren’t returning after that phase of life.  

So, how do we bridge the gap to support young adults 
remaining connected in relationship with Christ and in fel-
lowship with a body of believers who will pray with them 
and for them, encourage them and listen to them?  First, 
the focus is always on Jesus and being connected to Him 
in prayer, engaging in His Word and in Christian com-
munity.  We have to show students they are loved, not 
just tell them.  Many students work part-time or full-time 
on the weekends and early Sunday morning may not be 
the best option.  We need to find time to meet that might 
be outside of a Sunday morning, perhaps provide a meal 
(who doesn’t remember the days of Top Ramen in col-
lege?) and earnestly invest in communicating that we care 
whether near or far as their faith family.  This might come 
in the form of an encouraging note with Scripture, or a 
finals “survival kit” or even a Target gift card that says, 
“Don’t worry about laundry detergent this month.”  Young 

adults still benefit from wisdom, guidance and support 
from mentors and others who have life experience.  Our 
Youth and Family Ministry team is committing to develop a 
Young Adult Ministry/Outreach in the coming year with an 
initial focus on the graduating classes of 2017 and 2018.    

Our year one campaign start-
ing this Fall for those students 
away at college or the military 
includes sending care packages 
three times a year (Fall, Winter, 
Spring) with a variety of things 
young adults may need, includ-
ing, but not limited to:  Amazon 
gift card, phone charging cord, 
devotion journal, Starbucks 
card, note of encouragement 
from high school leaders and 
current student, notes of en-
couragement from congregation 
members, quarters for laundry, 
snacks and cards from our Pas-

tors.  We hope to send The Vine both digitally and in hard 
copy.  We also hope to provide a resource list of faith-
based opportunities in and around their college or new 
workplace. 

For those who may remain in the local area, we plan to 
host a few casual dinner nights, such as, Buffalo Wild 
Wings night to compare flavors and connect about college 
life and pray for one another. We plan to provide notes of 
encouragement and invitations to plug in to ministry in any 
way they can, offer breakfast and a devotional time Pe-
ter’s Parish one morning, and perhaps suggest a bowling 
night with friends. The idea is to keep it simple and flexible, 
both important to young adults.  In doing so, we meet them 
where they are at in life and reflect Christ’s love so that 
they want to stay connected to their faith family.  

We ask that you join us first and foremost in prayer for our 
young adults and this new ministry opportunity knowing 
God’s Hand is already in the midst of this effort.  If you 
have a son or daughter or simply know of someone who 
graduated in 2017 or 2018 and you would like him or her to 
be included, please send their contact information to Shelli 
Haynes at shaynes@redhillchurch.org by August 1st.  If 
you would like to help or directly contribute to this new 
ministry, please reach out to Ms. Shelli or Mrs. Brenner, 
jbrenner@redhillschool.org.  We truly desire to support 
these students in love, prayer and connectedness!  We 
thank you in advance for serving in His Kingdom with us!  
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Upcoming Events for Youth Ministry!

Please register online to participate in these amazing fellowship opportunities!  
MS:  https://goo.gl/forms/3HynBzShNPZ6OR2w1
HS:  https://goo.gl/forms/yUURJ6dYV4YydFZO2

 Some fun from Spring Children’s Ministry/Preschool Chapel/ Family First Friday activities!
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RHLS Graduation & Impact
By Dr. Paul Marquardt

The 57th graduating class of Red Hill Lutheran School received 
their diplomas June 5th in the Sanctuary.  Scholarships for stu-
dents enrolling in Orange Lutheran High School and Crean 
Lutheran High School, and funds for the Christian Charac-
ter Awards, totaling $10,000, were donated from the Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School Endowment Fund. These are 
from funds earned during the 2016-17 fiscal year where God 
richly blessed these investments. The Church and School En-
dowment Fund is the result of donations made to the Fund 
during the previous years. The earnings from The Fund are 
used for the further work of the church and school.  They have 
typically been used for high school and college scholarships, 
youth missionary trips, special worship music and the school 
yearbook. Please consider donating to The Fund.  The future 
earnings will perpetually fund the Lord’s work here at Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School. Mr. Fred Gebhardt serves as 
Chairman of the Red Hill Lutheran Church and School En-
dowment Fund.

Where are our graduates going to high school?

HIGH SCHOOL # Grads
% 

Grads
Orange Lutheran 7 28%
Foothill 6 24%
Spirit Academy 3 12%
Crean Lutheran 2 8%
Woodbridge 2 8%
Mater Dei 1 4%
OCSA 1 4%
Portola 1 4%
Trabuco 1 4%
Tustin 1 4%
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How prepared are RHLS Graduates for high school?
Here are some quotes directly from RHLS graduates. 

• Coming to Red Hill Lutheran was the best decision my 
family and I made. This school has changed me and 
made me the best I could have been.

• As part of our challenging education here at Red Hill, we 
were stretched in areas of leadership, serving, and mak-
ing endless faith connections. These were the values 
that have shaped us into who we are as responsible and 
caring individuals. Thanks to Red Hill and everyone here 
who has influenced us, we will stand strong in the truths 
we’ve learned from our time here so we can face life’s 
challenges while staying true to God.

• Red Hill has been a great place for me throughout my 
middle school years. I have grown as a leader and in-
creased my work ethic. I have grown spiritually and I feel 
that I will be prepared for high school.

• RHLS has been an amazing school for the past 11 years. 
It has helped me grow my relationship with God. Also, I 
have met many great people and had many great expe-
riences with them. Lastly, RHLS has helped me reach 
my academic goals and helped me prepare well for high 
school.

• Red Hill Lutheran has been my home for many years. 
Since the day I came I had met wonderful people who I 
still care for today. Although I am sad to be leaving my 
family at RHLS, I’m eager to go and spread God’s love 
elsewhere. This school has shaped me to be who I am 
today, and I am so happy that God was and is still a part 
of my journey. I feel blessed to have all these wonder-
ful teachers, and I’m glad I got at least one year with 
our amazing new principal. Thank you for filling me with 
knowledge, as well as the promises of God throughout 
my time here.

• I feel I have absolutely loved my middle school expe-
rience here. All of my teachers were amazing and the 
best. I am definitely very sad to leave but I will be back 
plenty. I also feel that I am very prepared for high school 
because of how RHLS prepared me.

The question is often asked, “How does Red Hill Lutheran 
School (RHLS) outreach ministry contribute to the over-
all disciple-making task of Red Hill Lutheran Church & 
School?”  On a daily basis during the school year RHLS 
serves over 400 students from more than 300 families.  
Students and families are provided with an academically 
challenging Christian Education based on scripture.  The 
seeds are planted and cultivated which, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit, mature into active Christian men and wom-
an.  Below are excerpts from a parent of an RHLS student 
that provide a glimpse into how the outreach ministry of 
RHLS plays out in families.

Our family’s season at Red Hill Lutheran School has 
gone by in a blink.  We can’t believe this is goodbye 
to the daily car line, pledges and songs, chapels, faith 
connections, STEAM, Bible, uniforms and so many 
other daily routines that have become so familiar to us.

Most of all though we are going to miss this amazing 
family!  We have loved every teacher that has enriched 
our girls’ lives and helped them grow into the young 
ladies they are today.  Red Hill Lutheran has been such 
a safety net for us as parents because we know that the 
message and the teaching about walking in faith has 
been supported at school every day.  

Finally, we are ever so indebted to this school for help-
ing our young ladies to become the best individuals that 
they can be!  The staff and faculty at Red Hill has en-
couraged their talents and supported them by giving 
them the opportunities to develop and grow in music.  
They have also taught them to have strong character 
and to handle challenges head on and face fears in a 
Christ-like way.  The academic rigor has prepared them 
to go on to any school of their choosing and flourish 
among the highest achievers.

We are going to miss so much about Red Hill Lutheran 
School and we are so grateful that we as a family have 
had such a positive, inspiring environment in which to 
grow up.  Thank you for all you have done for our family!  
We will miss being here on a daily basis but we will always 
be strong supporters of this community and your mission!   
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Our great 8th grade GRADS!!
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BIBLICAL COMMUNITY - It’s More than Just a Party 
By Angela Calderon

John 13:34-35 teaches us “Just as I have loved you, you should love one another”

Through Jesus’s example, he teaches us, that as we 
mature in our faith, we are to be investing in the lives of 
others.  The best way to do this is in community.  Jesus 
painstakingly spends all of His time modeling life for the 12 
disciples, and then commands them to go and share the 
same with all the nations (everybody) to the ends of the 
earth.  True growth comes when we share our faith and 
hope with another person. 

These 12 disciples did not have books or lectures; they 
shared the way of Jesus by their living example, stay-
ing faithful to the words Jesus spoke to them in prayer 
and practice. They used this same example to strengthen 
those they encountered by providing hope for an eternal 
future.

The fact that you are reading Red Hill’s newsletter leads 
me to believe that Jesus has already touched your heart 
in some way. So I ask you, are you sharing what Jesus 
has taught you about himself through your own life experi-
ences? Have you found hope in his love? Do you believe 
He is guiding and caring for you? If you answered yes, 
have you thought about helping someone else who may 
be struggling? Certainly not everyone you meet will be re-
ceptive to what you have to share. Sometimes you have 
to start out slow with just a conversation, a friendly smile 
and “hello”.  We tend to isolate ourselves in the name of 
privacy and out of fear of being judged by others but I be-
lieve Jesus is challenging us to put those fears aside to 
let Him be known through the experiences each of us has 
had, good or bad, which might help another to be built up 
in faith.  Jesus never intended for us to live our life of faith 
alone.  His word becomes “living” when shared in commu-
nity with one another.

I encourage you to ask God to show you who would bene-
fit from what you have learned in life. If we are honest, not 
one of us can say that we got where we are in our faith to-
day on our own.  God put someone in our path that helped 
us through our struggles, helped us through our doubt and 
perhaps was there to help us see the good times, remind-
ing us to praise Jesus when we forgot that it was He who 
gave us the good things.  Nothing comes to us on our 
own, but through His hand.  Community allows us the op-
portunity to share and listen to where a person is in their 
journey, and be reminded that good or bad, Jesus is still 
working something out.  We are to say praise for the good, 
and pray with each other for strength through the bad.

In a daily devotion I read this statement, “Anxiety never 
strengthens you for tomorrow; it only weakens you for 
today.  Every tomorrow has two handles: the handle of 
anxiety and the handle of faith.  Which will you use to get 
a “handle” on your day?  In a day when pressing problems 

greatly outnumber available solutions, where do you turn 
for your stability?”  One avenue is investing in Community. 
Specifically in small groups that provide a safe space to 
study God’s word together, share experiences and know 
we are not alone in our worldly struggles.  You are never 
too young or too old to recognize and share what Christ 
has done to walk you through a situation in this life and 
that experience and knowledge could help and encourage 
another do the same.  The things we learn through Christ 
are not meant to be solely for our own benefit, but are 
meant to be shared for the building up of the body of be-
lievers (Ephesians 4:12).

Oftentimes I research the steps other churches are tak-
ing to inspire better community and discipleship in their 
churches, seeking to find something that would benefit 
Red Hill, as well.  Recently I stumbled across something 
written by Pastor Josh Simpson of Calvary Church about 
their annual picnic and it really spoke to me about what my 
hope is for our community here at Red Hill.  

“The heart behind all events is for our Church family to 
connect, because we are Better Together!  There is some-
thing special about sitting down to a meal with someone. 
Jesus often ate with people and connected with them over 
a meal.  The Bible talks about eating over 600 times! It 
seems Jesus felt that the most effective times to build 
community and have significant conversations happened 
over a meal. This is also seen throughout the early church. 
Right from the start in Acts 2, we see shared meals being 
central to the fellowship of believers: 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All 
the believers were together and had everything in com-
mon. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave 
to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued 
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47

In this passage, I can’t help but see the theme of Better 
Together. The early church knew that the secret to growth 
came through community and togetherness. As we grow 
together through biblical teaching and seek the Lord to-
gether in prayer, amazing things can happen!

That is my prayer for Red Hill. I want us to be a church 
family that LOVES being together, and that the result of 
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this love and unity, may be that people in need would be 
helped, that many who are lost would be saved, and God 
would be praised for all He is doing!

Recently we attended the Tustin Chili Cookoff.  This may 
not seem like a traditional church event, but it did provide 
an opportunity for a few of our newer members to par-
ticipate and get to know more people in a casual envi-
ronment.  God can do great things no matter the time or 
space.  Sometimes I think we limit God’s hand to only wor-
ship or Bible study and forget how amazingly great He is 
and how He can be present anywhere, helping us to grow 
in unlimited ways. 

Connection Opportunities:
June 21st – Six-week small group class by Jen Colon, see 
article on page 21.

July 21s - Annual LA Angels tailgate and game with fire-
works.  We have 70 seats available.  It would be great 
to see all of them filled as we spend this fun, casual time 
getting to know each other better.  Tickets are on sale now 
on the RHLC Events website page or by contacting Ame 
acalderon@redhillchurch.org.

In addition to these, we have many more small group op-
portunities.  I encourage you to use these opportunities to 
see what God will do for and through you by connecting in 
the lives of others.  For more information, see me on the 
patio each Sunday.
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On July 4th we once again have the privilege to celebrate 
the “birth” of our Country, as well as the principles, many 
of them Biblical principles, upon which this Nation was 
founded.  According to the website, History:

The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day 
or July 4th—has been a federal holiday in the United 
States since 1941, but the tradition of Independence 
Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and 
the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the Con-
tinental Congress voted in favor of independence, and 
two days later delegates from the 13 colonies adopted 
the Declaration of Independence, a historic document 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the pres-
ent day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of 
American independence, with festivities ranging from 
fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual family 
gatherings and barbecues.

As followers of Jesus Christ, Independence Day also 
provides us another opportunity to thank our Lord for the 
freedoms we have in America; the freedom to worship, to 
pray, and to share our faith with others.  We can likewise 
remember, and thank God for, those men and women in 
the Armed Services, past and present, who defend this 
very freedom with their lives!  

Finally, let us pause on this 4th of July, to ask God to 
guide, protect, and be the true leader in America.  There 
are many divisions in this Country that only God can heal, 
and many hearts and minds that only God can change!  
Let us not forget: while we can and should be thankful for 
America and the blessings we receive, our true citizen-
ship is in heaven! (Philippians 3.20-21)  Let us resolve 
to be good stewards of this land, praying for our lead-

ers and striving to be good neighbors to all (Romans 13; 
Ephesians 4).  

I think these insights from the Billy Graham Evangelism 
Association sum it up well:

Our independence did not come easily; only after sev-
eral difficult years of war would it finally be won.  Nor 
were our first years as a nation free from problems and 
controversies (as is still true).  But our forefathers were 
determined to establish a free and democratic system 
of government, and the Declaration of Independence 
(together with our Constitution and the Bill of Rights) 
became the foundation for this. They have stood the 
test of time, and on July 4th, we give thanks for the wis-
dom and faith and courage of those leaders…for many 
Americans July 4th is a time to reflect on God’s good-
ness to us as a nation.  Molded into the Liberty Bell in 
Philadelphia (which proclaimed our independence) are 
these words from the Bible: “Proclaim liberty through-
out all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof” (Leviti-
cus 25:10, KJV).  Our legal system reflects our Judeo-
Christian roots.  While we look with gratitude to the past 
on this July 4th, may we also look in faith to the future, 
and commit it and our lives to God and His will.  The 
ancient words of the Psalmist are still true: “Blessed is 
the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).1

1 https://billygraham.org/answer/fourth-of-july-celebrations-recall-
americas-history-and-enduring-faith-in-go
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Dear Red Hill Family,
Julie, Jared, Jessica and I would like to thank you for the incredible trip to Hawaii and concert in 
recognition of my 20 years of Ordination.  We had an incredible time lying on the beach, sightseeing, 
eating, visiting my brother and his family, eating, snorkeling, sleeping in, and eating!  We even got 
a little sun!
Words cannot express our sincere gratitude for your kindness, love, faithfulness, prayers, and support 
you have provided my family and me all of these years!  I am so blessed to be your Pastor and to 
serve this congregation! 
May our Lord continue to bless and guide our church family as we seek to serve our Lord in this 
time and place!
I hope you and your loved ones have a blessed and restful summer!
Gratefully in Christ,
Pastor Seth, Julie, Jared and Jessica Britton
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the grapevine

During the last quarter, Red Hill celebrated 
a number of special events.  This page from 
top: Pastor Joel’s Ordination; Rise Against 
Hunger; The Voice of Red Hill concert, and 
Family First Friday.
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This page from top: 
2018 Confirmation; High School grads 
church blessing; Kindergarten 
promotion; F/X; Senior celebration. 
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Please join us!

August 26th, 2018
immediately following the 10:00am worship service

Annual 
Congregational 

Meeting

We will reflect on our accomplishments during the last year, 
outline the direction for 2018-2019, and vote on important issues 

impacting our church.


