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As we enter into the spring season and the renewal of life associated with spring, the theme of this issue 
of The Vine is “New Life.”  The Christian hope for new life is a hope promised in Scripture.  The Apostle 
Paul, writing to the church at Corinth, reminds them (us) of this truth:
 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come” (2 Corinthians 5.17).
Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has achieved for us what we could not do in our own power: 
deliver us from the grip of sin, fear, and hopelessness.  Our past is not final and our future is not futile.  New 
life is offered to us every day as we walk with Jesus in faith.  
Martin Luther believed this new life, offered to us daily through Christ, is grounded in our Baptism.  For Lu-
ther, Baptism “signifies that the old creature in us … is to be drowned and die through daily … repentance, 
and … that daily a new person is to come forth and arise up to live before God in righteousness and purity 
forever.”  So fundamental was this Baptismal promise of new life for Luther, that when he was tempted, 
afraid, or in doubt, he would remind himself “baptizatus sum,” “I am baptized,” affirming again his new life 
in Christ.
As you read through this edition of The Vine, consider the new life that is yours in Christ Jesus.  Are you 
living as a new creation in Christ?  Or, are you carrying the burdens of yesterday’s guilt and tomorrows wor-
ries?  The Easter hope of new life is your promise from God to claim—today!   
In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

What we see from Pentecost 
is that the power of the 

Holy Spirit is for a purpose 
including the power to live 

our lives as disciples of Jesus. 
This sacred season in our 

church year begins May 20th. 
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What We’re Talking About In This Issue!
We are so proud of our 

amazing school educators and 
we are honored to have on 

staff two of the 2018 Top 25 
Teachers in Orange County 

right here at Red Hill!
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Red Hill’s outreach in the 
mission field is strong. 

From our commitment of 
striving to end hunger, to 

building houses for the needy 
in Mexico, our members 

graciously heed the call to 
assist in these areas.
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The Praise Band at Red Hill is 
comprised of seasoned musicians 
and talented students. Our Praise 
Band Leader, Isaiah Coughran, 
reflects on the important role 

music plays in worship.
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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
-John 15:5
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A New Day—A New Life!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Springtime is the season of new life!  Flowers bloom, the 
days grow warmer, and the nights grow shorter!  Winter’s 
chill and darkness will give way to spring’s life and light.  

What is true of nature’s seasons is also true of our church 
seasons.  The solemn season of Lent, typically begun in 
mid-winter, calls us to reflect upon the darkness, sinful-
ness and brokenness of our human condition, as well as 
the cost God Himself paid to save us from this hopeless-
ness.  The Lenten season culminates with Holy Week, 
typically near the beginning of spring, which is the final 
week of Jesus’ earthly life.  Also referred to as the Passion 
Week, these holy days reveal the depths of God’s passion 
for you and me—this whole world!  The winter of death will 
be overcome by the new life of spring!   

Just consider the words we use to describe these holy 
days.  Let’s start with “Palm Sunday.”  Of course, Palm 
Sunday is the day that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem to the 
shouts of “hosanna” (“Save us now!”) and the waving of 
palm branches (See John 12.12-15).  Palm branches were 
often used in public celebrations to welcome a conquering 
hero because they were abundant in surrounding trees.  
The palm branches would be cut or pulled down and then 
waved back and forth as one would wave a flag or banner.  
(In our day think of a 4th of July parade and waving the 
America flag as military veterans pass by).  For many, Je-
sus was a conquering hero—at least they thought He was 
going to conquer, to do battle with the occupying, Roman 
government as they expected God’s Messiah to do!  And, 
in part, the crowds were right; this procession by Jesus is 
fulfilling prophecy and making a claim:  the long promised 
Messiah is here!  The Lutheran Study Bible describes it 
this way:

Palm Sunday is a high point, as a crowd at the Jew-
ish capital openly acclaims Jesus as Messiah.  It is 
also a turning point, however, since it galvanizes His 
opponents.  Like the crowds in Jerusalem, we are 
prone to fickleness—today all for the Lord, tomorrow 
turning from Him.  Though we often prove faithless, 
Jesus remains constant.  His love and forgiveness 
never falter.1 

However, those who thought Jesus was going to fight the 
Romans and go to war were to become disillusioned and 
angry as Jesus literally surrendered to the authorities.  The 
joy and excitement of Palm Sunday gave way to the con-
fusion and fear of Maundy Thursday.  It was on this day, 
Maundy Thursday, that Jesus instituted the sacrament of 
Holy Communion and issued a “new command” (Maun-
dy—from the Latin “Mandatum” meaning, “Mandate”) that 
his disciples love one another as He has loved us.  In or-
der to demonstrate this love, Jesus washes the disciples’ 
feet, a job for the lowest of slaves.  Jesus leaves the upper 
room, walks to the Garden of Gethsemane, and prays for 

1  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  

God to get Him through the suffering.  Jesus is arrested, 
faces trial, and is savagely beaten.  Jesus’ disciples flee 
in fear and deny that they even know him (John 13.1-5). 

The dawn of “Good Friday” brings more beatings and Je-
sus’ eventual death by crucifixion.  On this day, the eter-
nal, omnipotent, omniscient God willingly came to die in 
our place; to take our sin and its consequences, death, 
into His divine life.  God is holy, just and good, God cannot 
allow sin in His presence.  Sin must be punished.  And, 
God loves us, and wants to be WITH US!  On the cross, 
God justly deals with sin and death, as well as our broken 
relationship with Him.  Christian theology has referred to 
this action of God on the cross as propitiation.  

Propitiation is a big word that means satisfaction.  
Because God is a holy God, His anger and justice 
burns against sin.  And He has sworn that sin will 
be punished.  There must be a satisfactory payment 
for sin.  But God said, “If I punish man for his sin, 
man will die and go to hell.  On the other hand, if I 
don’t punish man for his sin, My justice will never be 
satisfied.”  The solution?  God said that He would 
become our substitute.  He would take the sin of 
mankind upon Himself in agony and blood—a righ-
teous judgment and substitute for sin.  His wrath 
burned out on the cross when His only Son died as 
man’s propitiation for sin.  And this is love (see 1 
John 4:10).2

This is love indeed!  Jesus was willing to go through what-
ever it would take to restore our relationship with the Fa-
ther.  The scourging and the crucifixion that He will face 
prove this truth (Matthew 27.32-44).

As Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross, His few fol-
lowers who stayed wrapped His body in burial cloths and 
placed it in a borrowed tomb.  A few of the women who 
followed Jesus (including His mother Mary) and the “be-
loved” disciple John, likely left the tomb bewildered and 
confused.  What about all that Jesus said?  Did Jesus tell 
the truth?  Is evil more powerful than good, death more 
powerful than life?  I’m sure that these questions, or oth-
ers like them, were swirling in their heads.  Perhaps they 
began the countdown to Sunday, the first day of the week 
in the ancient world, to the time when they would be al-
lowed to visit the grave and anoint Jesus’ body one final 
time.  I also imagine that after two sleepless nights the 
women left their homes as soon as they could—at sunrise 
on Sunday.  They would make one final walk to the tomb 
to say farewell to the man who changed their lives (Mat-
thew 27.57-61).

2  Adrian Rogers, “Complete Payment for Sin” (Love Worth Finding Minis-
tries).
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From our Pastor        Reverend Dr. Seth Britton

As the women approach the tomb, something is wrong.  
Mark describes it this way:

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 
that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early 
on the first day of the week, when the sun had ris-
en, they went to the tomb.3 And they were saying 
to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us 
from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, 
they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it 
was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw 
a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a 
white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said 
to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not 
here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell 
his disciples and Peter that he is going before you 
to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
trembling and astonishment had seized them, and 
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
(Mark 16.1-7)

I love the angel’s simple words:  “He has risen.  He is not 
here.”  He is alive!  Can you imagine the sheer joy?  Je-
sus is alive!  Death is NOT the last word!  He is not here!  
The tomb is empty!  Because of Easter, death has been 
defeated, our sins forgiven, and reconciliation to God ac-
complished.  God in Christ has given us a new day and 
new life; a chance to start over and enjoy a new relation-
ship with him.  Because of Easter, all that Jesus said and 
did was confirmed!  Jesus is the way, the truth and the life!  

Too good to be true?  Many have claimed that Eater is just 
not possible.  Skeptics  suggested that perhaps what the 
disciples had was a “resurrection” of their confidence in 
the teachings of Jesus. Maybe Jesus didn’t really die on 
the cross, but only “swooned?”  Maybe the disciples stole 
his body and spread the hoax of a resurrection?  However, 
if you look at all of the evidence and take into account the 
sheer power of the Christian movement, it takes more faith 
to believe that the resurrection didn’t happen!  

While there have always been doubts, questions, and 
sheer refusal to believe the resurrection of Jesus, the Bi-
ble is remarkably consistent and reliable when it comes 
to Jesus’ victory over the grave.  Christian apologist Hank 
Hanegraaff notes:

Of the many evidences available, none is more 
compelling than the fact that the resurrected Christ 
appeared to over five hundred individuals at a single 
time (1 Corinthians 15:6).  Christ appeared to nu-
merous other individuals as well, providing “many 
convincing proofs” of His resurrection (Acts 1:3).  
Christ in His resurrection body was even touched 
on two occasions (Matthew 28:9; John 20:17), and 
challenged the disciples (Luke 24:39) and Thomas 
(John 20:27) to feel His wounds.  For those who 

continue to harbor doubts about the veracity of the 
biblical evidence, one need only point to Dr. Simon 
Greenleaf, the greatest authority on legal evidences 
in the 19th century.  It is noteworthy that after ex-
amining the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, Greenleaf suggested that any cross-exam-
ination of the eyewitness testimonies recorded in 
Scripture would result in “an undoubting conviction 
of their integrity, ability, and truth.”3

Additionally, theologian and author Dr. Michael Horton, 
notes two, key points about the historicity of Easter:

The earliest Christians testified to the following elements 
of the resurrection claim, even to the point of martyrdom…

1. Jesus Christ lived, died, and was buried…
Marcus Borg, co-founder of the skeptical “Jesus 
Seminar,” even concedes that Christ’s death by 
Roman crucifixion is “the most certain fact about 
the historical Jesus.”  There are numerous attes-
tations to these facts from ancient Jewish and Ro-
man sources.  According to the Babylonian Talmud, 
“Yeshua” was a false prophet hanged on Passover 
eve for sorcery and blasphemy.  No less a towering 
Jewish scholar than Joseph Klausner identifies the 
following references to Jesus in the Talmud:  Jesus 
was a rabbi whose mother, Mary (Miriam), was mar-
ried to a carpenter who was nevertheless not the 
natural father of Jesus.  Jesus went with his fam-
ily to Egypt, returned to Judea and made disciples, 
performed miraculous signs by sorcery, led Israel 
astray, and was deserted at his trial without any de-
fenders.  On Passover eve he was crucified.

The burial of Jesus in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea 
is mentioned in all four Gospels (Mt 27:57; Mk 15:43; Lk 
23:50; Jn 19:38-39). This is a specific detail that lends 
credibility to the account.  Furthermore, it’s an embarrass-
ing detail that the disciples would not likely have forged.  
After all, according to the Gospels, the disciples fled and 
Peter had even denied knowing Jesus.  Yet here is a 
wealthy and powerful member of the ruling Jewish Council 
(Sanhedrin), coming to Pilate to ask for permission to bury 
Jesus in his own tomb.  Adding to the embarrassment, ac-
cording to John 19:38-42, Joseph was assisted in the buri-
al by another leader of the Pharisees, Nicodemus (who 
met with Jesus secretly in John 3).  Joseph was of such 
a stature that Pilate conceded to deliver the body over to 
him, but only after confirming with the centurion that Jesus 
was in fact dead (Mk 15:44-45).

3  Hank Hanegraaff.  “Jesus’ Resurrection: Miracle or Myth?” See, www.equip.
org.



The VinePage 6

2. Jesus Christ’s tomb was empty after three days.
Not even this claim should be controversial today, 
since it was acknowledged by Romans and Jews 
as well as by the first Christians.  Of course, there 
were widely divergent explanations, but there was 
a remarkable consensus on this point.  The Jew-
ish leaders claimed that the body was stolen by the 
disciples.  This is asserted in Matthew 28:11-15)…
unable to locate Jesus, dead or alive…the very fact 
that they sought alternative explanations for the res-
urrection demonstrates that the empty tomb was a 
historical fact.4

Of course, there are other evidences of the resurrection 
that I have not mentioned here.  Again, as one of my pro-
fessors said to me, “When you look at all the evidence of 
Easter, it takes more faith not to believe than to believe!”  
Easter is our hope.  Easter is God’s promise.  Again, I cite 
Hank Hanegraaff who makes the point so well:

The importance of this event cannot be minimized, 
for Jesus Himself proclaimed that His resurrection 
would prove His power over death, and thus His de-
ity (John 2:18-22).  Not only that, but Christ’s resur-
rection is the very heart of the gospel (1 Corinthians 
15:1-4).

Yes!  Jesus is alive!  A new day, a new life has begun!  The 
early church understood Jesus’ resurrection as the central 
witness to a new act of God in history and the victory of 
God in vindicating Jesus as the Messiah.  The resurrec-
tion marks the central faith confession of the early church 
and was the focal point for Christian worship, observed on 
the first day of each week since the first century (See Acts 
20:7; Sunday was officially proclaimed the day of Christian 
worship in AD 321).  Personally, because of Good Friday 

4  See Michael Horton, “Risen Indeed!”  www.whitehorseinn.org 

and Easter, our lives and deaths are taken up into His.  
The very same power that raised Jesus is available for us 
in the present moment.  Because of Easter, everything is 
different!    

Fifty days after Easter, on the Day of Pentecost, the church 
would be sent out into the world, empowered by the prom-
ised Holy Spirit, to proclaim this message of hope found in 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  As Saint 
Paul writes:

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the 
dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resur-
rection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We 
are even found to be misrepresenting God, because 
we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom 
he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised.16 For if the dead are not raised, not even 
Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins.18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in 
this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
(1 Corinthians 15:12-19)

Where there was futility, now there is hope.  Where there 
was darkness, now there is light.  Where there was death, 
now there is life. The spring of God’s new day has come!   

May you and your families have a happy and blessed 
springtime!  

In God’s Joy,
Pastor Seth 

He is Risen Indeed!
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Spring Sermon Series
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

The corporate Worship of God’s people is central to the 
life of faith and the ministry of the church.  Worship in the 
Lutheran Church is more than a “feeling” or a “style” (as 
in classical or contemporary).  The service of Worship has 
a two-fold trajectory.  First, through Worship, God serves 
His people through Word and Sacrament, for the purpose 
of creating and sustaining faith.  In the Lutheran Church, 
the two Sacraments celebrated and received through cor-
porate Worship are Baptism and Holy Communion.  

Second, in response to God’s grace and call, the church 
serves God through Worship, acknowledging and cele-
brating the worth and glory of the Triune God.  Thus, Wor-
ship is, “Surrendering to, and the loving, celebrating, hon-
oring, and glorifying of, the Triune God with gratitude for 
His creating, redeeming, and sanctifying work, received 
through Word and Sacrament.”   We believe that every 
Sunday God meets us—you!  Worship is truly, holy time!

As God meets and serves us in Worship, through the ser-
mon and Compass series we explore what God’s Word 
teaches us about the Gospel and following Jesus through 
our lives.  Here is what we will be studying through the 
next few months:

April-May “Unshakable Hope”
At times (right now) do you feel hopeless?  Are you afraid 
that your life, or maybe this world, is beyond all hope?  
When life’s expected and unexpected struggles, pain, and/
or disappointments happen, where do you turn?  When 
doubts, uncertainty, and fear invade, where do you look 
for answers? 

As disciples of Jesus, while we are not immune from the 
problems, pain, and hardships in this life, we are NOT 
without hope.  The truth is we cannot live without hope.  It 
is hope that keeps our souls alive no matter what difficult 
situations we may face.  In the Bible, there are over 7,000 
reminders of God’s care, concern, and guardianship.  God 
is a promise-maker and promise-keeper.  In 2 Peter 1.3-4 
we read:

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain 
to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who 
called us to His own glory and excellence, 4 by which He 
has granted to us His precious and very great promises, 
so that through them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is 
in the world because of sinful desire. 

God has made great and precious promises to you so that 
you may become partakers of His divine nature, giving 
you a hope that no one and nothing can take away!  Bibli-
cally understood, hope is an inner strength and endurance 
that comes from the soul because the soul is anchored in 
God’s promises and nature—in the very presence of God 
Himself.  

Through this sermon series, we will examine the hope we 
have in Jesus Christ!  The Bible teaches us that God is the 
source of everything we will need and is always faithful!  
This is the foundation of our hope.  

April 1st      (Easter Sunday):  “A New Day!”
April 8th:    “In Defense of Doubt”
April 15th:  “It’s Him!”
April 22nd: “You Belong!” 
April 29th:  “Abiding”
May 6th:    “When Jesus Interrupts”
May 10th    (Ascension Day)
May 13th   (Ascension Sunday/Mother’s Day):  
  “The Ascension”
May 20th    (Pentecost Sunday) “Pentecost”
May 27th   (Trinity Sunday/Memorial Day Weekend):  

“The Trinity”

June Sermon Series
“Contagious Generosity”
Miriam Webster defines generosity as “the quality of being 
kind and generous…openhandedness, unselfishness.”   
People who are generous desire to share what they have 
with others, to give out of an open heart.  Giving flows from 
generosity and generosity flows from a sense of gratitude; 
understanding oneself as an object of another’s generos-
ity.  
Jesus said this about giving:
 “…give, and it will be given to you. Good mea-
sure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,  
will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it 
will be measured back to you.”
The Bible tells us that God is a generous God!  Everything 
we have is a gift from God.  Consequently, when we give, 
we’re like God! 
Through this series we will explore giving as a generous 
and faithful response of a Christian to God’s generous giv-
ing to us!  A specific emphasis will be made pursuant to 
the present and future mission of Red Hill, and how com-
mitted members of the church can participate in this divine 
mission through their financial giving, as well as their spiri-
tual gifts and abilities.  
From God’s Word we learn that generosity and giving…:

..is a joy and honor.
…is a heart issue; giving is always a spiritual decision.
…should come from our first fruits.
…should be done regularly, cheerfully and sacrificially.
…is tied to our proportion of faith
…is between the individual and God, yet for the com-
munity of God’s people.

The subjects to be explored will be:
June 3rd:  “God’s Generosity”     
June 10th: “Me-ism vs. Deism”
June 17th:  “Generosity Today for Tomorrow”   
June 24th:  “Christianomics”
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“Disciple U” 
Wednesday Morning

7:15 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
Prayer Chapel

Teacher: Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

A growing Christian is a Christian who is a student of the 
Word of God.  God’s Word, the Bible, is the Word of the 
living God, revealing His character, love, grace, as well 
as directions for living faithful, obedient lives in this world.  

As Lutherans, we believe that God speaks to us through 
Law (what we should and should not do) and Gospel 
(What God has already done; we are chosen and forgiven 
based NOT on what we should and shouldn’t do, but on 
God’s grace through Christ).  At Red Hill, one of our core 
values and ministry “targets” is the teaching and preaching 
of God’s Word, equipping believers for faithful living.  

One opportunity to study the Bible happens on Wednes-
day mornings.  The study begins with singing a few of our 
more classical hymns, led by Dr. Linda Brown (don’t worry 
if you can’t sing—the Pastor can’t either!)  We then pray 
for our needs as well as the needs of others, finally ask-
ing God to guide our study of His Word as we begin the 
exploration of the text for the day!  All of this in 45 minutes!   
You are welcome to join us for these upcoming studies:

The Book of Philemon
The Christian faith developed in a complex social setting 
with many conflicting religions and philosophies. One of 
the characteristics of this pluralistic environment was that 
anyone could justify anything in the name of a “god” or 
even “goddess.”  As R.R. Melick notes, “Christianity met 
these challenges.  Christians claimed that faith in Christ 
brought a totally new way of thinking and acting.  Every-
where Christianity spread, a sense of morality and social 
justice naturally went with it.”1  The same is true today!  
We live in a time of competing religions and philosophies.  
How does Christianity differ from our pluralistic society to-
day?  

The Epistle to Philemon addresses this question.  Written 
by Paul in roughly 61 A.D., Philemon is:

 …an informal letter addressed to a man converted 
to Christ by the apostle Paul.  He was a slave owner of 
significant means, who apparently had some influence in 
the local church.  Paul challenged his dear friend Phile-
mon to consider the impact of Christ on the institution of 
slavery, the worth of all people, and the necessity of acting 
like God in forgiving and restoring those who fail… Paul 
wanted Philemon to accept and restore Onesimus, a run-
away slave.2 

What we will discover in this very brief letter from Saint 
Paul, is how Christians are to live now according to the 

1   R.R. Melick. Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 1991).
2  Ibid.

values of the age to come—the Kingdom of God.  The 
coming of Jesus has made all things new—even in the 
midst of this “old world” characterized by sin, division, and 
fear.  

Has the coming of Jesus changed the way you live today?  
How does the Kingdom of God impact the “kingdoms” in 
your own life?   You are welcome to join us in our study of 
Philemon.  

(Beginning in April 2018)
“The Gospel of Luke”
The Gospel of Luke was likely written sometime between 
60 and 70 A.D. by a companion of the Apostle Paul, the 
Physician, Luke.  Luke was a second generation Chris-
tian, investigating the traditions of Jesus.  The Gospel of 
Luke is a first edition of a “two-volume work” about the life 
and ministry of Jesus.  Volume one, the Gospel of Luke, 
tells the story of Jesus’ mission.  Volume two, the book of 
Acts, tells the story of Jesus’ mission continued through 
the Church.

One of the distinctive features of Luke’s Gospel is Luke’s 
focus on the universal nature of Jesus’ ministry; revealing 
how Jesus has come for all people—especially those on 
the “margins” of culture; the outcasts, the poor, women, 
and, as Luke describes, “sinners.”  This is a savior who 
lived and truly cared for all people.

Some of the themes that we will be studying in the Gospel 
of Luke will be:
 “When God Messes up Your Plans”
 “Trusting God When Life is Hard”
 “The Type of Person God Uses”
 “Jesus’ Temptation in the Wilderness”
 “The ‘Lucan’ Parables”

After the study at 8:00 a.m., those who are able reas-
semble at Coco’s Restaurant in Tustin for breakfast and 
continuing conversation.  

This study is open to men and women of all ages, and, 
if you don’t know much about the Bible—this is a perfect 
place for you!  Bring your Bible (if you don’t have one, we’ll 
get one for you)!  

You are always welcome as we study the Word of God!  
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DiscipleU - Midweek
Here We Stand: Five Foundations of our 

Faith
Begins April 18,, 2018

In 1521, Martin Luther was summoned to meet with the 
Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, in a city south of Frank-
furt, Germany called Worms. Luther believed that this 
meeting (called a “diet”) would provide him with an oppor-
tunity to defend his teachings and ideas. Instead, Charles 
V insisted that Luther take back all that he had written and 
taught. Luther’s response has come to be known as the 
“Here I Stand” speech:

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy Scrip-
tures or by evident reason - for I can believe neither pope 
nor councils alone, as it is clear that they have erred re-
peatedly and contradicted themselves - I consider myself 
convicted by the testimony of Holy Scripture, which is my 
basis; my conscience is captive to the Word of God. Thus 
I cannot and will not recant, because acting against one’s 
conscience is neither safe nor sound. Here I stand; I can 
do no other. God help me. Amen.

This speech has become a rallying cry for many Lutherans 
throughout the last 500 years. We must remember, how-
ever, that Luther’s speech was not just a defiant protest 
against the political and religious rulers of his day; it was a 
calm, reasoned account of why he had written what he did 
and why he could not, and would not, recant the content 
of his writings.

In the tradition of Luther today, we, too, take a stand. And 
while there may very well be times when we must take a 
defiant stand either for or against something, most of the 
time we simply take a stand on the doctrinal positions of 
our church. As Lutherans, we believe the truths of God’s 
Word as they are correctly explained and taught in the 
Book of Concord. We profess this is who we are and this 
is what we believe.

Join us on Wednesday nights beginning April 18th as we 
explore five pillars of our Lutheran identity. The class top-
ics will be:

Week 1: Justification
Week 2: Law and Gospel
Week 3: Means of Grace – Sacraments
Week 4: Theology of the Cross
Week 5: Vocation

Whether you are new to Lutheran theology or a seasoned 
veteran, you are encouraged to join us for this interesting 
and informative class taught by Pastor Joel. Classes are 
from 7:00 until 8:00 pm in the CLC and childcare is pro-
vided.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
The Book of Revelation

Begins May, 2018

The Book of Revelation is unique within the New Testa-
ment. Although features of Revelation are comparable to 
other New Testament Epistles (cf 1:4; 2–3; 22:21), on the 
whole, the Book has a markedly different style, which re-
quires special reflection and explanation.

In 1890, artist Vincent van Gogh wrote his sister Wilhelmi-
na that he would like to “paint portraits that become a reve-
lation.” The images he created startled and even repulsed 
those who first viewed them. For years, Van Gogh’s work 
collected dust. During his life, he sold only one painting! 
He was regarded as an utter failure. Yet today his works 
sell for millions of dollars because no one painted like Van 
Gogh. Through intensely personal qualities, his works re-
vealed this long-hidden artist.

The last Book of the Bible also startled and repulsed peo-
ple who first read it. Whereas congregations immediately 
and universally accepted the Gospels as genuine portraits 
of Jesus, Christians needed time to see the value of Reve-
lation. Some congregations in the Early Church would not 
include Revelation in their list of books to read during wor-
ship, even though John wrote Revelation for that specific 
purpose (cf 1:3; on authorship, see p 2196). Yet in time, 
Christians embraced this intense and dramatic portrait—a 
personal revelation—of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Perhaps the greatest reason people questioned the value 
and authenticity of Revelation came from its style, sum-
marized by the Greek word apokalypsis, “to uncover or 
reveal.” Authors like Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah wrote 
in this way, rapidly recording what God revealed to them 
through heavenly visions. (See pp 1393–95.) But Revela-
tion speaks with a new intensity. It contrasts with the apos-
tle John’s other reflective works in the New Testament. 
Like an excited artist capturing his subject through bold 
strokes and daubs, John moves the reader from vision to 
vision, describing heaven’s brilliant colors and the devil’s 
dark deeds. Revelation describes life not as we see it with 
physical eyes but as God sees it and shows it to His trem-
bling disciple.

As you study Revelation, do not let the drama or color-
ful descriptions distract you from the artist’s real subject: 
Jesus. John knew Jesus of Nazareth in weakness, when 
He walked the dusty roads of Galilee and suffered betrayal 
and crucifixion. That is what John describes in his Gos-
pel. In Revelation, John shows how Jesus now reigns in 
eternal splendor. He shows that even though Jesus now 
enjoys the full restoration of His glory, His thoughts and 
plans focus here on earth with you.1

1  Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 2193). St. 
Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House.
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Pentecost—the Power of the Holy Spirit!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

On Sunday, May 20th, we will celebrate the day of Pen-
tecost and begin the Season of Pentecost in our Church 
Year.  Pentecost has often been referred to as the “birth-
day of church.”  On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
filled the disciples gathered together and God’s mission of 
healing this world through Jesus’ church was begun!  

In the Old Testament era, Pentecost was originally an an-
nual feast that followed the Feast of First Fruits, also called 
the “Feast of Weeks” (Leviticus 23:15-22).  The name 
“Pentecost” was derived from the Greek word “pente” 
meaning “Fifty,” because it fell fifty days after Passover.  
Additionally, by the time of the New Testament era, Pen-
tecost commemorated Moses’ giving of the Law on Mount 
Sinai.  

As a festival within Judaism, many pilgrims from through-
out the empire would come to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Pentecost.   It was during this Pentecost festival that the 
disciples were gathered together in the upper room, wait-
ing.  Waiting for what?  Throughout the Gospel of John, 
we read that Jesus promised the “comforter,” the “helper,” 
the Holy Spirit, whom He would send when He returned to 
the Father.   

For example,

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will 
bear witness, because you have been with me from the 
beginning. (John 15.26)

Also, in Acts 1.8, Jesus promised:
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Je-
rusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”

When Alfred Nobel discovered an explosive element that 
was stronger than anything the world had known at the 
time, he asked a friend and Greek scholar for a word that 
conveyed the meaning of explosive power.  The Greek 
word was dunamis, and Nobel named his invention “dyna-
mite.”  Dunamis is the same word that Jesus used when 
He told His disciples in Acts 1.8 that they would receive 
power!  On the Day of Pentecost the power came—the 
promised Holy Spirit filled the hearts and minds of the dis-
ciples and the church was born!  And, as the old saying 
goes, “the world has never been the same.”   

“The Pentecost” by Jean II Restout, 1732
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As author and Pastor Charles Stanley writes:
What a difference the Spirit’s indwelling presence made in 
their lives; No longer were they fearful men who ran away; 
nor were they people looking out for their own interests. 
Now they were transformed into a cohesive group who 
“were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.  And all those who had believed were together and 
had all things in common” (Acts 2.42, 44).1

Consider:  the Holy Spirit’s power transformed these first-
century believers into bold witnesses (Just like Jesus 
said!) for the Gospel.  Prior to Pentecost, Simon Peter 
couldn’t stand up for his faith when a teenage girl enquired 
of Peter if he was “with him,” if he was a follower of Jesus.  
Peter famously denied three times that he knew Jesus!  
Yet, after the power of the Holy Spirit was unleashed on 
Pentecost, Peter stood up and boldly preached the gos-
pel, resulting in 3,000 people being saved.  Peter even 
refused to deny his faith and was crucified upside down, 
because he said he did not deserve to die in the manner 
of his Savior!

Saul of Tarsus was known as a persecutor of Christians; 
a man who wanted to wipe ou this heretical movement of 
apostate Jews.  After Pentecost, Saul became a believer 
on the Damascus Road, seeing a vision of the risen Jesus.  
God led Ananias to go and pray for him and Saul was 
then filled with the Holy Spirit.  From that moment on, he 
went out and proclaimed Christ in the synagogues.  The 
transformation was so total that his name was changed 
from Saul to Paul, the man the Holy Spirit spoke through 
to record most of the New Testament.

What we see from Pentecost is that the power of the Holy 
Spirit is for a purpose.  It is not power to be crazy or power 
to do weird things.  It is power to be a witness for Jesus; 
the power to courageously stand up for our faith; the pow-
er to live the life of a disciple of Jesus.  This was Luther’s 
point:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength be-
lieve in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to Him; but the 
Holy Ghost has called me through the Gospel, enlightened 
me by his gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in the 
true faith; in like manner as He calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and 
preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the true faith; in 
which Christian Church He daily forgives abundantly all 
my sins, and the sins of all believers, and will raise up me 
and all the dead at the last day, and will grant everlasting 
life to me and to all who believe in Christ.  This is most 
certainly true.  (The Small Catechism, “The Explanation of 
the Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed”).

1  Charles Stanley. “The Holy Spirit’s Presence.” In Touch Ministries.

Through Baptism, we are “sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  Since Pentecost, 
every believer receives the Holy Spirit through Baptism.  
While the disciples and others had been Jesus’ followers 
before Pentecost, there had been no “body of Christ” to 
which they could belong.  On Pentecost all that changed.  
Now, the Holy Spirit lived Jesus’ life through them, and 
now all people of faith can abide in Jesus through His 
Spirit.  If Jesus is the vine and we are the branches, then 
the Spirit is the “sap” equipping us, empowering us, for the 
Christian life.  The Spirit seals us in Christ—proof of the 
promise that we are forever in God’s presence (Ephesians 
1.13-14).  

Consider this:  At one particular church, Red Hill Lutheran 
Church and School, we worship, study, connect, pray, 
serve, teach, and love one another, because on the Day 
of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled the room, the hearts, 
and the souls of some people who were wondering what’s 
next, and empowered them to go and share the good 
news that Jesus has come to set the world right.  Today, 
as we look into a future that only God knows, we too are 
given the power to go forward in faith—the power of the 
Holy Spirit—to live in and proclaim the good news of the 
Gospel.  We do all of this because of the fulfilled promise 
of Pentecost.  

May the Spirit of God continue to fill and empower Red Hill 
Lutheran Church and School, so that this community will 
know Jesus, and make Him known!  
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Baptism at Red Hill
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Martin Luther said this about Baptism:  
Indeed if I had the matter under my control, I would 
not want God speak to me from heaven or appear 
to me, but I would want—and my daily prayers are 
directed to this end—that I might have the proper re-
spect and true appreciation for the gift of Baptism.  

So true!  Baptism is the beginning of a life that is dedicated 
to Jesus and Jesus’ teachings and ways.  It is through 
Baptism that God comes to us and washes us, joining us 
to Jesus Christ and to Jesus’ church.  

Are you interested in Baptizing your child?  Are you inter-
ested in being Baptized yourself?  Perhaps you just have 
some questions about Christian Baptism; what it is and 
what it’s about?  If you answered yes to any of these ques-
tions then you are invited to take the next steps for Bap-
tism at Red Hill.  The next steps are:  

Contact Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, Donna 
Kunz, at the Church Office:  714-544-3131 ext.100 or 
dkunz@redhillchurch.org.   You will then be sent a Bap-
tism packet which includes:

A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the Baptism process.
Two booklets:  “Let the Children Come: A Baptism Manual 
for Parents and Sponsors” and “My Privilege as a Spon-
sor” (God Parents).  

A Baptism registration form.
You are asked to read through these resources and share 
them with your prospective sponsors.  Complete the reg-
istration form and bring it with you when you meet with 
Pastor Seth, which is the next step:  

After reading the materials, contact Donna at the Church 
Office to make an appointment to meet with Pastor Seth.   

During your meeting with the Pastor, he will provide an 
overview of Christian Baptism and the Service of Holy 
Baptism as administered in the Lutheran Church, as well 
as an opportunity to ask any questions you may have 
from the readings.  After this meeting, the Baptism can 
be scheduled during 
one of the two Sunday 
morning Worship ser-
vices. (Sponsors are 
welcome to attend the 
meeting with Pastor 
Seth, but it is not man-
datory.)

If you have any ques-
tions, contact Donna 
Kunz or Pastor Seth at 
the church office.  May 
our Lord guide you in 
this significant step in 
your Christian life!

Pastor Seth conducting a baptism

The Rite of the Affirmation of Faith 
(Confirmation)

On Pentecost Sunday, May 20th at the 10:00 a.m. Wor-
ship service, we will once again witness the Rite of the 
Affirmation of Baptism or, “Confirmation.”  Beginning in 6th 
grade through 8th grade, a number of our Middle School 
students and their leaders have explored the Bible, Chris-
tian history, and our Lutheran theological perspectives as 
Baptized sons and daughters of God.  On Confirmation 
Sunday, these students will stand before their church, and 
confess their faith, and renew their commitment to Jesus 
who claimed them and named them in Holy Baptism.  

The Affirmation of Baptism in the Lutheran Church rec-
ognizes the life-long process of Christian education and 
formation that begins with the sacrament of Holy Bap-
tism.  In the early church, Confirmation was connected to 
Holy Baptism as the catechumen (literally, “those being 
prepared”) were instructed in the Christian faith and life 
in preparation for Christian Baptism on the eve of Easter, 
the “Easter Vigil.”  Immediately after Baptism, the cate-
chumens were “confirmed” by the church with chrism oil, 
prayers, the sign of the cross, and the laying on of hands.  

In the Lutheran Church today, Baptism and Confirmation 
are typically separated by years of Sunday Worship, Sun-
day school, and two-three years (usually during middle 
school) of Confirmation instruction that includes Bible 
study and the exploration of Luther’s Small Catechism, 
consisting of the ancient creeds (Apostles and Nicene), 
the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Commandments.  

At Red Hill, we continue to celebrate the rite of Confirma-
tion because as a church, we stand with these students 
and promise together that we will serve Jesus as His dis-
ciples. You may or may not know the students who will 
be confirmed this month.  However, we encourage you 
to join us on May 20th to support and pray for these great 
students, their families, and friends, as the Confirmation 
Class of 2018 takes this sacred, significant, and faith-full 
step in their lives as disciples of Jesus!  

Our 2017 Confirmation Class



redhillchurch.org Page 13

Red Hill Campus Safety 
By Pastor Joel Kelly

Many of us grew up in a time when the church was deemed 
a safe place. It’s even inherent in the name of the building 
in which we gather – “the sanctuary ” It was common for 
churches to leave the door unlocked for visitors to enter 
anytime, day or night. Churches were thought of as a safe 
refuge for those who just needed some time to pray and 
reflect. Church security was unheard of.

Over the last decade, that trend has changed consider-
ably. Most churches now have scheduled times when their 
doors are open and the building or prayer chapel is avail-
able for public prayer. A major tipping point for churches 
came in November 2017 with the church shootings at First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, TX when 26 people 
were killed when a gunman open-fired on the congregation 
during their Sunday worship service. Church leaders and 
members across the nation began to realize that if it can 
happen in Sutherland Springs, it can happen anywhere.

Not only is violence in churches on the rise, but shootings 
on school campuses have also become a major societal 
concern.  The recent school shooting at Stoneman Doug-
las High School in Parkland, Florida, only confirms the 
reality that no church or school is immune from potential 
attack. Ed Stetzer writes, “While we must resist the urge to 
irrational fear, churches must take seriously the question 
of security and be proactive in safeguarding their people.”

The safety and security of the students, staff, and mem-
bers of Red Hill Lutheran Church and School is of para-
mount importance to the leadership and we are actively 
developing new security measure and protocols to ensure 
this safety. Here is what we’re working on.

1. Church and School Security Plan
The time for naivety is past. We must confront the reality of 
today and develop a plan that seeks to answer the ques-
tion, “what should we do if…..” in any given situation. We 
started working on this plan last year, and both the school 
and church have held active shooter awareness training. 
The Senior Staff of Red Hill has made security a top prior-
ity and will continue to develop this plan by incorporating 
some of the steps listed below.

2. Visitor Check-in
As of January, 2018, Red Hill Lutheran School has begun 
using the Raptor Visitor Management System to strength-
en our program of campus safety for students and faculty.  
Part of keeping students and faculty safe is knowing who 
is in our buildings at all times, and the Raptor system will 
allow us to do that.  The Raptor Technology system will 
better allow us to screen visitors, contractors, and volun-
teers in our schools and provide us with a safer environ-
ment for our students and staff. 
We realize that this new system will be an inconvenience 
for many of our church members who come to the office 
to meet with a staff member, volunteer in a ministry, or be 
a part of a small group. However, your understanding and 
cooperation is crucial in implementing this new protocol. 

Please be gracious and patient if you’re asked to provide 
ID when coming to church office. 

3. Church and School Security Team
As a follow-up to our safety and security meeting in No-
vember, we have formed a church security team that 
will soon begin serving as a visible presence on Sunday 
mornings and at special events on campus throughout the 
week. Team members will be trained on what to look for 
and how to respond in case of a threat. 

4. Church-Wide Security Training
While it’s nice that we will have a team of trained volun-
teers, the reality is that all members need to play a part in 
keeping our campus safe. The leadership of Red Hill will 
provide ongoing opportunities to communicate our safety 
and security plan so members will know what to do in any 
number of situations that may threaten the church or its 
members.

5. Controlled Hours of Operation
As mentioned above, gone are the days when the sanctu-
ary or prayer chapel was left open for the public at all hours 
of the day. In light of the fact that we operate a Christian 
Day School, we are a closed campus while school is in 
session. Any use of our facilities must be coordinated and 
scheduled through the church office. 

6. Locked Doors
One of the simplest ways we can control access and en-
hance security is to keep doors locked at all times. While 
this might cause temporary inconvenience for staff, volun-
teers, and members, it’s worth it in terms of the security 
benefit derived. 

7. Controlled Access Points
Related to keeping doors locked, we are also in the process 
of identifying and controlling access to the campus, espe-
cially when children are present and the office is closed. 
We will soon be installing an electronic key-fob system on 
our security gates so only those who need to gain access 
(such as parents dropping off their kids for day care) will 
be able to do so. This might require installing other gates 
on campus to limit access on a Sunday morning.

8. Lock-down Procedures
The school has already implemented and practiced lock-
down procedures. The church is working on what this will 
look like on a Sunday morning, especially for our kids.  

9. Prayer
Even as we have outlined some practical measures our 
church and school are taking to strengthen our security 
processes, we must resist the urge to act out of fear. We 
live in a broken and hurting world where evil exists. Yet 
despite this, scripture consistently calls us to not be afraid. 
We must remember that God is in control, not us. So as 
we begin to think through how to keep our people safe, we 
should begin and end with prayer, remembering that our 
hope is secure in God through Jesus Christ. 
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High school is an incredible developmental stage!  It is 
chock full of wonder, experimentation, milestones, and re-
alization.  Those who have arelationship with a high school 
age student might note the excitement and wonder of a 
concept mastered, or obstacle overcome – like giving a 
speech in class or understanding logarithm.  High School 
students experiment with hair, clothes, word patterns, and 
music; sometimes this is fantastic and sometimes we are 
looking forward to the next incarnation!  We know in high 
school that there are many milestones like driver’s licens-
es or first jobs, dances and first break ups.  There are also 
moments during this phase of realization – a faith that is 
embraced, a sense of autonomy that they can handle life’s 
difficulties, and an awareness that God loves and cares 
for them. Their life matters!  All of this in four short years – 
what a wonderful phase of life! Red Hill is blessed to have 
incredible families with high school students!  I absolutely 
love the ways the students are asking faith life applica-
tion questions in their small groups and with those of us 
who are in ministry with them.  This presents us (parents, 
small group leaders, ministry leaders, and pastors) with 
an incredible chance to show kids that they matter by ex-
pressing care for them regularly.  Our Orange curriculum 
and approach to ministry allows us to reflect on God’s un-
changing love and power while grappling with the ever-
changing nature of our sin-sick world.  Our students rely 
on us to partner and challenge them to grow and deepen 
their faith and overall maturity so they are well equipped 
for the next stage of their life: adulthood!  Having regular 
times to pour into student’s minds and hearts with the rich 
Gospel message in church, as well as serving opportuni-
ties throughout the week, month, and year provides these 
incredible students ways to learn about faith in the con-
text of a loving family and church community!  High school 
Youth group happens on Wednesdays from 7 – 8:30pm.  
We also have an “Annex study” on Sunday evening that 
revisits Wednesday’s topic for those who cannot attend 
on Wednesdays.  High school students also serve very 
faithfully in our Children’s Ministry, which is a huge bless-
ing. Parents and grandparents, it is an honor and extreme 
privilege for RHL to partner with parents in the spiritual 
formation of your kids.  From cradle to grave we see each 
person as one made in God’s image and as such, a bless-
ing to be part of this community!  

EVERY BIT OF KINDNESS COUNTS
RHL HIGH SCHOOL SERVANT EVENT
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
JUNE 18-23, 2018
Last summer, hurricanes ravaged parts of Texas, leaving 
hundreds of thousands of people without homes, or liv-
ing in badly damaged dwellings.  In partnership with the 
Texas District of the LCMS, some of our RHL high school 
students are spending a week in Corpus Christi to aid in 
the rebuilding efforts!  We are looking for your prayers and 
assistance!  How, you ask?  Please consider sponsoring 
students for this trip – every donation makes a huge im-
pact!  We are having a HUGE garage sale April 21 here 
at Red Hill, and we not only need your gently used, sell-
able items, but we’d also love if you would come to shop!  
This fundraiser directly benefits those who are going to 
Texas.  Lastly, if you are a Thrivent member, would you 
consider applying for an Action Team in support of our 
servant event?  It is very easy and Shelli would LOVE to 
help you!  Applying takes just minutes!  If you would like 
to help in any of these ways, please connect with Shelli by 
calling her at church or sending her an email at shaynes@
redhillchurch.org.  Thanks so much in advance! 

Youth and Family Ministry
By Jennifer Brenner, Director of Youth & Family Ministry and Shelli Haynes, Assistant Director of YFM

High School Ministry Small Group Fellowship

High School Ministry, Winter Forest Home Camp
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June 6  Senior Celebration at 7pm
June 18-23 Servant event in Texas
June 25-29 VBS Service Week

Beach days in July and August will feature different beach-
es each week but the same fun in the sun! 

Week of July 2  Laguna Beach
Week of July 9  Newport Beach (15th Street)
Week of July 16 1,000 steps Beach
Week of July 23 Huntington Beach
Week of July 30 San Clemente Beach
Week of August 6 Corona Del Mar
Week of August 13 Balboa Pier

Times, cost, and what to bring will be announced as we 
get a bit closer!  

Although change and transformation are words 
that accurately describe the life of a middle school 
student, according to well-known author, Dr. Tim 
Elmore, students born after 2000, are also known 
as “Generation iY” due to the heavy influence of 
all things Internet and digital.  In his book, Genera-
tion iY: Our Last Chance to Save Their Future, he 
expresses that these students are a generation of 
paradox.  For example, they are “sheltered, yet 
pressured; self-absorbed, yet generous; social, 
yet isolated by technology; ambitious, yet anxious; 

visionary, yet vacillating and high achieving, yet high main-
tenance.”  As students are at the height of physical, emo-
tional and mental changes, they are also overwhelmed, 
overconnected and overserved.  Fortunately, Elmore also 
shares in his book a plethora of ideas to support, lead and 
connect with the largest generation in earth’s history.  In 
gaining this insight, we understand that these students 
“want to belong, before they believe”, meaning that they 
want to join in a small group before they embrace the be-
liefs of that group; hence, the value of raising students in 
a Christian home or school and our YFM focus of small 
groups at RHL.  They want a “guide on the side, before 
they want a sage on the stage,” which means that our very 
own moms and dads can satiate their hunger for a rela-
tionship with a trusted adult and authentic mentors.  We at 
RHL are committed to being alongside the family toward 
that effort.  Finally, the iY students “desire a transforma-
tion, not merely a touch.”  This means that students of 
today truly want to be transformed through experiences, 
rather than simply given information. Our Christian com-
munity can embrace this innate desire by mentoring and 
encouraging youth to know a life that is completely depen-
dent upon Christ, one in which our identity rests in Him 
alone, and one that understands the peace that comes 
from the work of the Holy Spirit when we experience true 
transformation of the heart.  For as Romans 12:2 says, 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that by testing, you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect” (ESV). May we continue to partner together in up-
lifting this iY generation in prayer, through love in action 
and in service, and by mentoring and creating trusted re-
lationships that are Christ-centered.  I highly recommend 
Dr. Elmore’s book for all parents, coaches, mentors, youth 
volunteers and leaders. It’s a fascinating read!  MS min-
istry meets regularly on Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30pm. 
We are always looking for new small group leaders—
please let Mrs. Brenner know if would be willing to learn 
more information about how to serve in this worthwhile 
way.  

Middle School Ministry, Winter Forest Home Camp
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Middle School Ministry (6th-8th)
May 20:  Confirmation Sunday (8th grade)
May 23:  Goodbye 8th Grade Party
May 30:  Welcome 5th Scavenger Hunt 
June 6:  Rockin’ Jump Fun
June 13:  Super Cool Pool Party
June 20:  Knott’s Berry Farm
June 27:  VBS Chick-fil-A Dinner Night
July 22-27:  Summer Forest Home Camp
August 1: Soak City or Beach Day
August 8: Angel’s Game Day
August 15: Roller Skating Night
August 22:  Back to School Pool Party
August 29: Dance Party-Ice Cream Social

Isaiah 43:18 – 19 (ESV) 
“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things 
of old.  Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it?” 

Sometimes God is doing a new thing in His church and 
we get to see the incredible fruits of His labor!  As the 
leader in Children’s Ministry I am seeing some incredible 
things happening with Red Hill’s children and their fami-
lies!  Parents are joining us in intentionally integrating 
faith conversations into their everyday lives.  

A 2016 national survey of Children’s Ministers has 
shown an exponential growth in the depth and connec-
tivity in children when parents and caring adults within 
the church community join together.  We have been 
practicing this model with our Orange curriculum for the 
past two and a half years and we are seeing children 
applying Christian habits and deepening discipleship be-
haviors in their weekly life.  This is producing fruit, and it 
is remarkable to see kids connecting God’s word to their 
life, and seeing God’s love and attributes in their faith 
expression!  In order to connect our church community 
and families to the gifts given in worship, every first Sun-
day of each month is Family Worship!  

It is amazing to watch children learn about God in the 
context of the whole faith community!!  Our children’s 
programming happens the other Sunday mornings from 
9:45 – 11:15 and kids experience age appropriate les-
sons in groups from age 0 through 5th grade!  Parents are 
looped into the monthly themes through weekly email 
updates that allow them to have devotions at home and 
practice the things kids are learning.  

There is also a neat app for phones that allows parents 
to have meaningful conversations with their families in 
the car, at the dinner table, or whenever they have a 
few minutes!  It’s called the Parent Cue and it’s FREE! 
Red Hill’s Children’s Ministry is a wonderful expression 
of the overall ministry of the church!  We are blessed 
to see God ‘making all things new’ as He rejuvenates 

faith and creates stronger, deeper bonds between fam-
ily members, our church community, and in relationships 
between kids and caring small group leaders!  All praise 
to Him!    

Children’s Ministry, Sunday Morning Small Group Time

 
During VBS we want our kids to LIVE FULLY ALIVE in 
the confidence that comes from trusting God! Amazing 

VBS crafts, authentic VBS worship songs, engaging VBS 
messages and videos will have your kids looking forward 

to every day at AMPED VBS 2018! Our memory verse 
is John 10:10, “I have come so that they may have life. I 

want them to have it in the fullest possible way.”
The excitement begins: June 25th – 29th from 

9:00am – 12:15pm  
Registration is $30 and opens March 11th. Stop by 

the Children’s Ministry table to register.

Here are ways you can support VBS 2018:
We are looking for volunteers, incoming 7th grade 
through adults. We need small group leaders. This 

person leads a single age group through rotation stations 
- game, craft, missions, Worship and Bible small group 

time.  We need people to support the games, crafts, 
missions, snack and Chapel rotations. Before VBS starts 
we need people to prep crafts, curriculum and pray for 

the children and volunteers who will be attending. Please 
email Carmen Gogosha at cgogosha@redhillchurch.org 

for more information. 
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Fun at one of our “FX” Family Nights!
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RHLS Teachers Voted Top Teachers in Orange County
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal of Red Hill Lutheran School

Parenting OC magazine and the greater Orange County 
community have chosen two of our RHLS teachers; Mr. 
Matt Smith (Middle School Math) and Mrs. Lisa Tarkoff 
(Middle School Language Arts), as 2018 Top 25 Teach-
ers of Orange County from a pool of hundreds of nomi-
nated and talented teachers.  Both teachers are featured 
in the March, 2018 issue of Parenting OC magazine.

Mr. Smith and Mrs. Tarkoff were honored by the RHLS 
community and School Board during chapel service on 
Wednesday Jan. 24.  

Mr. Smith and Mrs. Tarkoff were then formally honored 
and recognized at the Top Teachers of Orange County - 
2018 Top Teacher Awards Reception, Wednesday, Feb. 
7th at the Bowers Museum in Santa Ana.  

In addition, RHLS had three teachers who were on 
the Top Tier Teacher Nominee list (out of hundreds that 
were nominated).  These Top Tier Teacher Nominees are: 
Mrs. Angie Citro - MS History; Mrs. Colette Hammer - 3rd 
grade; and Mrs. Michelle Napier - 2nd grade.

Parenting OC magazine also selects Teachers for a spe-
cial category: Family Favorites, based on nominations 
from families.  RHLS is honored to have four teacher nom-
inees in this category: Mr. Dave Brenner - MS Language 
Arts/Bible/Math; Mrs. Colette Hammer - 3rd grade; Mr. 
Matt Smith - MS Math; and Mrs. Joy Sprimont - 5th grade.

To see the complete list of Top 25 Teachers and the 
list of Top Tier Teacher Nominee’s as well as the Family 
Favorites Nominations list please visit the Parenting OC 
magazine web page at: http://parentingoc.com/2018/01/
top-teachers-of-orange-county-2018-winners-nominees/

RHLS is the only school in all of Orange County to 
have two teachers in the 2018 Top 25 Teachers of Or-
ange County list, 
as well as having 
nine teachers listed, 
and having teachers 
in all three top teacher 
list categories.

This truly is a well-de-
served honor and rec-
ognition for both Mr. 
Smith and Mrs. Tar-
koff, as well as our en-
tire RHLS faculty and 
staff; as we all know ‘it 
is a team effort!’

Please join us in 
thanking the Lord for 
the amazing teachers 
He has placed here RHLS and the incredible outreach 
ministry of Christian Education that RHLS is to our com-
munity.

ENGAGING HEARTS AND MINDS FOR CHRIST
Red Hill Lutheran Church & School  
Preschool Through 8th Grade

RED HILL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
13200 Red Hill Avenue, Tustin, CA 92780
Phone: (714) 544-3132  |  www.redhillschool.org

Limited Openings For: Summer Programs
and 2018-2019 Fall Enrollment

RHLS students are spiritually guided to be outstanding scholars, 
using their unique God-given gifts, talents, and abilities as they 
develop self-confidence to serve the greater community as 
responsible citizens that demonstrate integrity and Christian values.

For over 55 years, students have been o�ered challenging 
hands-on learning focusing on Core Academics with a Growth 
Mindset, utilizing Di�erentiated Instruction, all with 
Christian/Biblical Integration.

 •  Outdoor Ed: Catalina,  
     AstroCamp, Washington DC 
 •  After School Classes & Clubs
     (Chess, Running, Dance, Writing)
 •  Summer Camp
 •  Learning Garden
 •  STEAM (Science, Technology, 
     Engineering, the Arts and Math)
 •  Arts Masters

 •  Bible
 •  Algebra/Geometry
 •  Robotics (Project Lead the Way)
 •  Computer Coding & Technology
 •  Science Olympiad (UCI)
 •  Spanish
 •  Pacific Symphony (Class Act)
 •  Concert & Praise Bands
 •  String Orchestra & Handbells
 •  Performing Arts & Choir
 •  P.E. & Competitive Sports
 •  Student Leadership/ASB
 •  Resource Program

Congratulations 
MORE 2018 TOP 25 TEACHERS 

THAN ANY SCHOOL IN 
ORANGE COUNTY!

Matt Smith, M.S. Math
Robotics Teacher, Project Lead the 

Way Certified Instructor

Superpower: Bringing Math to Life 
for Students

Lisa Tarko�, M.S. Language Arts
UCI Writing Project Fellow & 

National Writing Project 
Researcher, Certified in Gifted and 

Talented Education (GATE)

Superpower: Ability to Analyze 100 
Essays at the Speed of Light

TOP TEACHER NOMINEES
Michelle Napier, 2nd grade
Colette Hammer, 3rd grade

Joy Sprimont, 5th grade
Angie Citro, M.S. History

Dave Brenner, M.S. 
Language Arts/Bible

Our school leadership with Mrs. Tarkoff and Mr. Smith

Matt SmithLisa Tarkoff
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Red Hill Lutheran School 
Holding Fast to the Principles of Love of Country and Flag and Instilling the Same in the Next Generation

With over 400 students in our school (Preschool-8th grade programs), we 
are just the right size, so we can know all of our students’ names, parents’ 
names and we are close to mastering the names of grandparents who 
help to bring their grandchildren to and from school. This helps to build a 
strong sense of community, where students and families know they are 
important and valued.

Following this year’s Grandparents / VIP Day in February one of the 
grandparents attending the event wrote to us and shared the following:

Since visiting my family in California and visiting Red Hill Lutheran for 
“Grand Parents Day”, I have wanted to express to you and your staff and 
the children how much we enjoyed that day. In a day and age when the 
principles and foundation upon which our country was founded are being 
eroded and slipping away, it was so encouraging to be in that patriotic 
assembly. It was moving to hear the children singing the very songs I 
learned as a youngster and have cherished through my life time. The 
hard work and devotion of the staff was so very evident and a breath of 
fresh air. Thank you all so much for holding fast to the principles of 
love of country and flag and instilling the same in the next genera-
tion!! 
As a Christian school we are able to integrate Biblical truth and principles 
into all subjects in the classroom, and activities on the playground. Stu-
dents learn to make Biblical connections in their lessons, making God’s word relevant and 
applicable. Our emphasis on Christian character qualities, monthly philanthropies and our 
big buddy/little buddy programs help students to be aware of others’ needs and encourage a 
caring environment where students know respectful behavior is the standard. 

Donna Wiksell and grand-
daughter, Madison Markovsky

The Pooler Family The Crain Family

Please contact Lori Browne to schedule a school tour (714)544-3132 x111 or 
LBrowne@redhilschool.org to inquire about enrollment opportunities.



The VinePage 20

 Safety and Security Implementations at Red Hill Lutheran School 
By RHLS Safety & Security Committee

The safety and security of students at Redhill Lutheran 
School remains a top priority.  Tragic events at schools 
across our nation remind us of the importance of emer-
gency preparedness and training.  History has shown that 
planning and training increases the likelihood of positive 
outcomes in the event of an emergency.

We are pleased to share that before the school year even 
began, we invited a recognized school safety expert to 
train the RHLS staff on school safety and security prin-
ciples.  The expert returned to provide staff with scenario 
based training to help ensure the best possible response 
and outcomes in the event of an actual emergency.  

Like fire drills, best practices suggest that lockdown drills 
should be conducted regularly. Once RHLS staff has com-
pleted scenario-based training, we anticipate introducing 
lockdown drills to our students.  During the course of lock-
down drills, our teachers will be having age-appropriate 
discussions with the students to explain the drill and help 
them understand its purpose.  

Depending on the nature of the emergency that causes a 
lockdown of the school, it could last minutes or hours.  We 
have open lines of communication with the Tustin Police 
Department and look to them for guidance.  The nature of 
the emergency could also dictate whether children should 
be picked up at the normal time and location.  Communi-
cation with parents and child reunification can be signifi-
cant challenges following an emergency at a school.

We have adopted an application that allows RHLS to si-
multaneously communicate with every parent via text mes-
sage.  In the event of a lockdown, this system would be 
utilized to share the information with parents.  If an emer-
gency affected pick-up time or location of students, that 
information would be communicated via text message. 

Additionally, we have invested in the implementation of a 
new Visitor Management System. As of January 8, 2018 
we began using the Raptor Visitor Management System 
(https://raptortech.com) at Red Hill Lutheran to strength-
en our program of campus safety for students and fac-
ulty.  Part of keeping students and faculty safe is knowing 

who is on our campus and in our buildings at all times, 
and the Raptor system allows us to do that.  The Raptor 
Technology system will better allow us to screen visitors, 
contractors, and volunteers in our school and provide us 
with an even safer environment for our students and staff.

Upon entering the office, 
visitors are asked to pres-
ent an ID such as a Driver’s 
License, which can either 
be scanned or manually 
entered into the system.  
If a parent or guardian for any reason does not have a 
US government-issued ID, the school staff member can 
use any form of identification and manually enter the per-
son’s name into the Raptor system. The Raptor system 
will check to ensure that registered sexual offenders are 
not entering our school campuses without our knowledge.  
The Raptor system checks the visitor’s name and date of 
birth for comparison with a national database of registered 
sex offenders.  The registered sex offender database is 
the only official database checked by the Raptor system.  
No other data from the ID is gathered or recorded and the 
information is not shared with any outside agency. Once 
entry is approved, Raptor issues a badge that identifies 
the visitor, the date, and the purpose of his/her visit.  A 
visitor’s badge will not be necessary for those who visit 
our school simply to drop off an item in the office or pick 
up paperwork.  

The increased safety of our students and staff is our high-
est priority and the Raptor Visitor Management System al-
lows us to quickly identify those that may present a danger 
to our students.  We thank everyone for their understand-
ing and support in enhancing these safety protocols at 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School.

 

One of our new “No Trespassing” signs
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American Heritage Girls (AHG) Troop CA0423 at Red Hill
American Heritage Girls (AHG) is making a huge impact in our RHL and Tustin community.  This new troop for girls and 
young women began here at Red Hill Lutheran Church this past January and since then they have packaged over 100 
Homeless socks with toiletries and notes of encouragement. In February, they worked with Project Linus making “no 
sew” blankets. These girls glorify God in all they do whether they are serving our community, working on badge work 
at troop level, or lending a hand at home. For more information on this new and exciting American Heritage Girls Troop 
please contact Mrs. Chantey Darling cdarling@redhillschool.org, 714-713-2996.

Each American Heritage Girl learns the Oath and Creed as soon as she is able, and recites them with her Troop at each 
Troop meeting.
AHG Oath
I promise to love God, cherish my family, honor my country, and serve in 
my community.
AHG Creed

As an American Heritage Girl, I promise to be:
Compassionate
Helpful
Honest
Loyal
Perseverant
Pure
Resourceful
Respectful
Responsible
Reverent

“No Sew” Quilt displayed

Our girls displaying their Linus Blankets

Tenderheart, Gracie Lingren, making 
“no-skid” socks
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Online Auction Fundraiser – March 19-27
Red Hill Lutheran School’s annual online auction be-
gins March 19 through the 27th. There are items for every 
occasion (Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Anniversa-
ries, Birthdays, and more). You will not want to miss out 
on these great deals (Vacation homes, baseball apparel, 
teacher experiences, amazing baskets, and so much 
more). There is something for everyone! 

At Red Hill Lutheran School, we focus on providing stu-
dents with the best education possible. No matter where 
they want to excel, we strive to make sure all our students 
have the tools and resources they need to become world-
changers who will affect generations to come as respect-
ful and responsible Christian citizens.  Of course, none of 
this would be possible without the generous support from 
our community. Proceeds from past fundraising auctions 
helped fund new turf, playground equipment, and impor-
tant field trips for the children.

To continue offering our students a top-notch education, 
our goal is to raise funds for STEAM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Art, Math).  We would greatly appreciate 
it if you would prayerfully contribute to this year’s school 
fundraising auction.  This year’s online auction is at the 
following web site URL:

https://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/auction-
home.action?auctionId=302961825

You are also welcome to simply make a monetary dona-
tion directly to the school without bidding or directly par-
ticipating in the online auction.  This can be done via the 
RHLS app, or the old fashioned way, by writing a donation 
check to RHLS for any amount and sending it to the school 
office.  Donations are welcome at any time.

Something else to consider is to not keep a good thing 
to yourself, but share the Bidding for Good online auction 
and website with family, friends, and neighbors. Their sup-
port is very helpful.  You can do this by using the “Refer 
Friends” button (located on the bottom left side of the Bid-
ding For Good home page), or by sending them the Bid-
ding For Good web site URL: 

https://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/auction-
home.action?auctionId=302961825

Thank you for your continued prayerful support and con-
sideration of a monetary contribution to this year’s annual 
fundraiser.

Visit us online!

There is a wide variety of 
baskets to bid on!
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RHLS Alumni Champion
Mason Greene, Red Hill Lutheran School graduate, 
Class of 2015, was recently crowned Toyota Cup Cham-
pion on the SCPGA Junior tour, winning the 2017 Toyota 
Tour Cup Championship at La Costa Resort & Spa in 
Carlsbad.  Mason swung his way to a final round 67, 
winning first place honors by two strokes, ending up with 
a two-day total of seven under par, 137. Mason currently 
attends Orange Lutheran High School and will be attend-
ing and playing golf for UCLA in the fall. 

Mason Greene (center) holds the winner’s trophy

Faces of our New Hires

Ruth St. George
Ruth is a Nursery Attendant for our Sunday 
morning programming and a graduate of Red Hill 
Lutheran School. She is cur-
rently a senior at Crean Lu-
theran High School where 
she plays soccer.

Noah Wieland
Noah is on our School Support Staff team and is 
a graduate of Calvary Way. Noah currently serves 
as a Worship/Group Leader for Children’s Minis-
try at Harvest OC and is eager to serve as a posi-
tive role model to our students.

Autumn Gould
Autumn is a K-8 Substitute Teacher as well as 
a classroom aide. Autumn holds a nursing degree 

from Oregon’s Linfield School 
of Nursing. She has two sons 

Connie Simms
Connie is a substitute for our School Support 
Staff. She has a background in bookkeeping. 
Connie is a mother of three and a grandmother 
to six. She serves her church through teaching 
Sunday School and focuses her mission service 
to children.

Adrianna Diaz 
Adriana is on our School Support Staff team 
and is a graduate of Bolsa Grande High School. 
She is a former employee of The Walt Disney 
Company and the Residence Inn Marriott. She 
was a high school coach and enjoys motivating 
students to achieve their full potential.
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COMMUNITY - Where New Life And Transformation Happens
By Angie Calderon

We’ve heard it so many times before, “God never in-
tended for any of us to live the Christian life alone”, but 
what does that really mean?  It’s so much more than just a 
hand shake during the Sunday morning greeting time, the 
weekly catch up on the patio or even the time spent over 
a casual meal before we go back to our busy and some-
times isolated lives until the next Sunday comes.  Jesus 
was the best role model for real community.  Delving into 
scripture, we see Jesus was only alone when he would 
pray to his father in heaven for strength and guidance.  At 
all other times, you see him living out all things, good and 
bad, with a select few, and teaching his disciples what it 
meant to live out life together with unconditional accep-
tance and care.  They certainly didn’t always get it right 
and neither will we.

Community is where God speaks to us through others.  
We learn to open up, be 
vulnerable and honest 
and to walk through the 
struggles we’ll face in this 
life assured of His loving 
support. The world’s val-
ues keep us chained to 
our privacy, fearful and 
afraid of not accepted.  
In Christian community 
we can learn to move past that and find freedom and heal-
ing that produces the abundant joy Jesus came to give us.  
Together we practice staying accountable to the teachings 
of Jesus, with the most important being, putting God first 
and the hardest being, loving our neighbors.  The best way 
to learn to love our neighbors is to practice and the safest 
place to practice should be in the Christian community.  
It’s not just about adding more friends, it’s about intention-
ally working together with others toward Christlikeness.

Participating with other like-minded Christians in vari-

ous activities is the best way to find your fit with the right 
people.  As we commit to regularly growing our Christian 
relationships for the study of God’s word, we will begin to 
grow more comfortable sharing events in our daily lives.  
Community is a small group of those we grow to trust so 
that we can be authentic, honest and vulnerable about our 
real struggle in this broken world, knowing we are not the 
only ones and begin to feel the love and acceptance of 
Christ for us.  It doesn’t happen overnight, it takes time to 
cultivate and grow. 

Below is an excerpt from a devotion written by Pete Sca-
zzaro in his book, Emotionally Healthy Relationships Day 
by Day, that speaks to the importance of Christian com-
munity as part of our faith journey.  

“The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus is the singular 
most important event in human history.  God opened up 
a way, through the blood of Jesus, to a life of loving union 
with Him.  However, the arena in which we live out our re-
lationship with God is not the prayer 
closet but our relationships with one 
another.”  “Our life with God can-
not be separated from our life with 
others.  They really are, as Jesus 
taught, two sides of the same coin.” 
Pete invites us to read this prayer by 
Author Richard Rohr slowly, allowing 
each truth to inform our life and our 
relationships:

I thank you, Lord Jesus, for becom-
ing a human being so I do not have 
to pretend to try to be a God.
I thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming finite and limited 
so I do not have to pretend that I am infinite and limitless.
I thank you, crucified God, for becoming mortal so I do not 
have to try to make myself immortal.
I thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming inferior so I do not 
have to pretend that I am superior to anyone.
I thank you for becoming weak, so I don’t have to be strong. 
I thank you for being willing to be considered imperfect 
and strange, so I do not have to be perfect and normal. 
I thank you, Lord Jesus, for being willing to be disap-
proved of, so I do not have to try so hard to be approved 
and liked.
I thank you for being considered a failure, so I do not have 
to give my life trying to pretend I’m a success.
I thank you for being wrong by the standards of religion 
and state, so I do not have to be right anywhere.
I thank you for being poor in every way, so I do not have 
to be rich in any way.

Ken Hays and Pastor Joel Kelly

Fun at our December Women’s Event
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I thank you, Lord Jesus, for being all of the things human-
ity despises and fears, so I can accept myself and others 
in you. 
As Rohr says, “we can be thankful for God’s call for us “to 
die” to the manipulative and controlling ways of the world 
in order to embrace the crucified way of Jesus. Why? Be-
cause it is the pathway of Jesus to a life of power and 
resurrection.”

Question to Consider:
Which line in the prayer do you identify with most? Why? 

Prayer:
Lord, so much inside of me resists following you to the 
cross and living a life of brokenness and vulnerability. 
Grant me courage to follow you, all the way, whatever that 
might mean. In Jesus’ name, amen.  1

Watch your weekly bulletin for ways that you can step out 
and connect with others, or contact Angie Calderon via 
email acalderon@redhillchurch.org or call/text (714) 878-
3274. 

Sometimes the first step is just having a cup of coffee and 
a conversation, trusting God will lead you to a deeper con-
nection of friendship and community through small groups 
and Bible study.  I encourage you to be bold in your pursuit 
and I will pray He will put bravery in your heart to step out.

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONNECTING 
Serve the community’s homeless with Street Team, every 
other Thursday and Saturday

Serve meals to women on the third Monday of each month 
with Isaiah House

Wednesday morning study with Pastor Seth

Wednesday Mid-Week study with Pastor Joel

Sunday School classes 10am or 11:30am

1  Title: Emotionally healthy relationships day by day: a 40-day journey to 
deeply change your relationships 
Published: Zondervan Grand Rapids, MI 2017 Author: Peter Scazzero

Faith in Action

Pastor Seth and The Harney Family

Doing the Lord’s work for Orange County Rescue Mission

Our Street Team serves hundreds of homeless in our community
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Rise Against Hunger
Wednesday, April 11th from 5:00-8:00pm

CLC Fellowship Hall

Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) is driven by the vision of a world 
without hunger. Their mission is to end hunger in our lifetime by providing food and 
life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable and creating a global commitment 
to mobilize the necessary resources. Their approach to ending hunger centers 
on mobilizing a global network of hunger champions. Rise Against Hunger meal 
packaging volunteers produce 

millions of nutritious meals annually that are then distrib-
uted to partners in countries around the world. Those 
partners are best able to address the causes and effects 
of hunger based on their local presence and expertise. 
Through our thorough monitoring and evaluation pro-
cess, we ensure the meals distributed by those partners 
are used as a tool to change lives by promoting educa-
tion, improving students’ health and nutrition, address-
ing gender inequalities, stimulating economic growth 
and fighting child labor.

Once again, Red Hill Lutheran Church and School will 
join forces to package over 28,000 dehydrated, high pro-
tein, and highly nutritious meals that will 
be used primarily to support development 
programs and save lives in developing 
countries around the world. You can join 
us for this fun, family event on Wednes-
day, April 11th, beginning at 5:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Two shifts are available 
and we’ll serve a pizza dinner in-between. 
Volunteers of all ages are welcome! 
Register online at http://events.stophun-
gernow.org/redhilllutheranschool2018
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Help us Build a House in Mexico!
May 18-20, 2018

As in years past, a group from Red Hill Lutheran Church is going to Mexico on May 18-20, 2018 to build a 
house for a needy family. The cost for this trip is only $65 per person. The monetary donation covers group 
expenses: Rancho Solo (the place we’re staying) lodging, three meals at Rancho Solo, t-shirts and 
group hazard insurance.  If the cost will present a hardship to you please quietly let Ken Hays know - we 
can work something out! Space is limited, so please verify your interest by contacting Ken at focusonit@
ca.rr.com, as soon as possible. 
Here are some photos from recent House building trips...
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Reflections on Housebuilding Missions
By The Rieches Family

Ryan, Marian and Lauren Rieches

Red Hill Lutheran Church and Ken Hays extended to our family a meaningful weekend 
that we will remember forever - building a house as a team for an underprivileged family 
just outside of Tijuana, Mexico. 
 

I have participated a few times with other organizations so it was wonderful to share this 
experience with my husband Ryan and also our 21 year old daughter Lauren. It’s a great 
way to meet and really get to know other RHLC members, working together, praying 

together, experiencing emotional bonds together and 
cheering each other on. And the kids try to keep up 
with the adults and enjoy it! 
 

What a beautiful, hands on way of serving the under-
privileged, and sharing Christ’s love to those in need. 

The emotions build with the first hammered nail, and 
come to complete fruition, as the keys, a Bible and all 
the prayers are given to the family, as they cross 
over the threshold into their new home. 
 

We are so grateful for this experience and will defi-
nitely join the RHLC team again in the future!

Lauren hard at work

Marian building a house on a 
recent Mexico trip

Ryan building an interior wall
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Congregational Care 
Prayer, Share, Be There

By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

The spiritual, emotional, and physical care of our congre-
gation is of ultimate importance for us at Red Hill.  The 
goal of the Congregational Care ministry at Red Hill is to 
provide spiritual care for those facing life’s challenges, and 
to equip our faith community to express mercy and care 
for one another.  
In times of crisis, grief, transition, and confusion, we be-
lieve and trust that God is with us and will never aban-
don us.  God works through His church, empowering us 
to be His hands and hearts that reach out to others.  The 
Pastors, staff and volunteers of our church, seek to offer 
appropriate care, prayer, and support for you through the 
difficult and painful moments of life.  Here are the ways 
that our church will care for you:

Pastoral Care
Often, difficult and 
painful times of life 
happen suddenly.  At 
other times, we may 
know in advance 
that a life-change 
or challenge is ap-
proaching.  You are 
encouraged to call 
the Church Office 
(Pastor) when:

- You are anticipating 
or have experienced 
the death of some-
one near to you. 

- You or someone in 
your family is sick, 
hospitalized, and/or 
will be having sur-
gery    (Hospital/home visitations). 

- A child is born.  We can visit in order to welcome and 
bless this new life and gift from  God! 

- You are struggling with a significant decision about health 
care and faith. 

- You lose a job, home, important relationship, and/or fac-
ing a significant transition in your life. 

- You are deeply questioning your faith.  

In addition to meeting with one of the Pastors to explore 
your situation and needs, we also have referrals to compe-
tent, Christian Counselors and other resources for longer-
term counseling or spiritual direction. 

Contact:  Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant to the Senior 
Pastor Donna Kunz at 714-544-3131 ext.100 or dkunz@
redhillchurch.org.   

Deacon Ministry Team
At Red Hill, we desire to be a church that expresses mercy 
and care for others—inside and outside our church.  While 
every Christian is considered a priest (1 Peter 2.9) and 
is expected to offer mercy to their neighbor, historically 
the church has called, trained, and set-aside, certain lead-
ers who have spiritual gifts of mercy.  In the New Testa-
ment, these leaders were known as Deacons, taken from 
the Greek word, diakonos, which means “servant.”  These 
servants, or Deacons, were charged with caring for the 
needs of the local church through acts of mercy and kind-
ness.

At Red Hill, the responsibilities of the Deacon Team are:

•Visitation of our members who are hospitalized and/
or homebound; Bringing Holy Communion to those who 

are unable to attend 
weekly Worship at 
Red Hill.

•Anointing with Holy 
Oil and praying with 
and for those who 
are in need of prayer 
for any reason.

•Sitting with some-
one and talking 
about life issues and 
challenges such as 
losing a job, a diffi-
cult relationship, or 
significant changes 
in one’s life.

•With staff assis-
tance and church 
resources, helping 

church members with possible financial needs and con-
cerns.

If you would like to serve as a Deacon, you are 
invited to join the next Deacon Team meeting on Sun-
day, April 15th, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the 
Christian Life Center (CLC).  After the meeting, if you 
desire to move forward, the next step will be a per-
sonal interview with Pastor Seth.  Upon successful 
completion of the interview, you will be installed as a 
Deacon.   

If you have any questions about Congregational Care, 
need a Deacon to connect with you, or would like to serve 
in this ministry you can contact:  Pastor Seth Britton at 
714-544-3131 ext.110/sbritton@redhillchurch.org, or Don-
na Kunz, Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor Donna 
Kunz at 714-544-3131 ext.100/dkunz@redhillchurch.org.   
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Red Hill Care Counsel Team
When a quality of life or life threatening medical diagnosis 
is received, many of us are traumatized by two emotions:  
fear and denial.   At Red Hill, we have a team of knowl-
edgeable and compassionate people to help empower 
our church members to make more informed decisions as 
consumers of medical care.  
By asking the Red Hill Care Counsel Team for assistance 
with sorting out issues, we can advise you as to how you 
may gain insight into maximizing your health care benefits, 
obtain a second opinion at a center of excellence and as-
sist you with helpful tips when talking with your doctors.
If you have any questions about Red Hill Care Counsel, 
contact:  Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor Donna 
Kunz at dkunz@redhillchurch.org. 

Cordon of Prayer and Prayer Team  
Every week, dedicated “prayer warriors” gather to pray for 
those who have expressed their needs through the Wor-
ship Response Cards and personal requests.  God prom-
ises to hear the prayers of His people!  

“Flower Ministry”
Every Sunday, flowers are given by Red Hill members 
in honor or memory of an important person in their lives.  
After Worship, two wonderful women, Sheila Feher and 
Sarah Chamberlain, take those flowers to the homes and 
hospitals of those facing illness and at times, celebrations 
of life.      

Biblical Community and Ministry Teams
At any given day and time throughout the week, many 
small groups and Bible classes meet for learning and 
mutual care!  This is one of the reasons we encourage 
everyone at Red Hill to be a part of a group, study, and 
ministry team in order to get to know others and care for 
one another.   As the church grows larger we must also 
grow smaller!

If you are interested in serving in one of the above min-
istries, you can contact Pastor Seth at the church office.  
You could be used by God to help us ensure that our con-
gregation is a congregation that cares!    

The Holy Observance of Memorial Day
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

During the month of May we once again have the honor 
of observing Memorial Day.  Memorial Day, this year ob-
served on May 28th, originally called Decoration Day, is 
a day of solemn remembrance; remembering those who 
have died protecting our Country and fighting for our 
freedoms.  On the first Decoration Day, General James 
Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, 
and 5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 
Union and Confederate soldiers buried there from the Civil 
War.

The freedoms that we enjoy in America (and often take 
for granted), came at a great cost:  the lives of dedicated 
men and women who put their country before self, and the 
good of the Nation before comfort and ease.  Many of our 
own Red Hill family have immediate family members and 
friends who fought bravely and selflessly in our Nation’s 
battles.  On this Memorial Day, we thank God for them and 
pray for their families who also endured great sacrifice.   

Commenting on Memorial Day, theologian Ed Stetzer 
writes:
At times like this, I’m always struck by the teaching of Je-
sus where he said, “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  
And, yes, I immediately connect that to Christ.  In other 
words, on a day when we remember those who gave their 
lives I’m drawn to dwell on the fact that Christ laid down 
his life.  So, thank you soldiers-- past and present-- for the 
freedoms you protect.  And, thank you that because of 
those freedoms, we can tell the good news of the gospel 
of the perfect one who laid down His life.

May God bless you and your loved ones this Memorial 
Day.  
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“Welcome to Our Church!”  On Biblical Hospitality
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

I read an article a while back written from the perspective 
of a guest to a local church.  Entitled, “Eight Reasons Why 
People Aren’t Coming Back,” the author, Greg Atkinson, 
writes:

I’ve found there are some reasons that I will tell a 
church I would not return for a second visit, and some 
may be news to you.  Whether I’m working with a 
church plant of 60 people or a mega church of over 
15,000, some things are universal and should be 
present regardless of church size….

1. The Front Door
Before a guest ever steps foot on your church’s 
physical campus, he or she has probably already 
checked out your church website.  What every church 
should have clearly visible on their homepage is a 
section or button for first-time guests.  Once clicked 
on, this should take you to a page that addresses 
FAQs, service times, directions, parking instructions 
(is there a side of the building that is better to park 
on if one has kids?), what to expect (upbeat music 
and relevant, practical, biblical preaching in a come 
as you are atmosphere, etc.), what to wear (are jeans 
OK? are shorts OK?), and encouragement for them 
to be sure to stop by Guest Central or your church’s 
Information Booth to pick up a first-time guest packet.

2. What Stinks?
It’s important that no church ever underestimates the 
sense of smell...Mold is a bad smell.  Coffee is a good 
smell.  Bleach is a bad smell.  Citrus is a good smell.  
Many churches have restrooms that are disgusting 
and smell bad.  This lack of attention to detail can 
be costly and discourage many from ever returning.

3. Park Here
Every growing church should have is someone who 
is constantly watching is parking…Visitor Parking is 
so crucial.  If it’s difficult for newcomers to go to your 
church, they won’t go…Of course, some want to go 
unnoticed and will choose to park in regular parking 
(a minority), but for the rest of newcomers, they are 
appreciative for a close parking space; it’s a kind 
gesture in an already intimidating and nerve-racking 
experience of attending a church for the first time, 
especially a large one with a huge campus.

4. This Way, Parents
One way to assure guests will not return is to have 
a confusing, long or hard to find process for getting 
their kids registered and in the right classroom.  Wise 
churches have signs for first-time guest kids’ check-in 
and make the process quick and painless.  Regular 
attendees may know to go up to the check-in kiosk 
and enter their phone number or swipe their card, but 
guests will be clueless and need a manned station 
that is clearly marked for guests with a volunteer 
to walk them through the registration.  Then have 

that person or another helper walk you to your kid’s 
class, explaining what will be going on and how to 
go about picking their kids back up…Signage for the 
kids check-in should start in the entryway of the guest 
parking.  Do not assume people know where to go 
once they enter the building.

5. Give It Away
Something subtle but powerful is a church that has 
a generous spirit…If you want to bless people and 
create a generous spirit throughout your church, 
give away free coffee and message CDs (and other 
surprises throughout the year).

6. Security Counts
One issue that is huge to a secret shopper and visiting 
families is security.  If a parent is worried about their 
child’s safety, they will not enjoy the service and 
will likely not return.  A children’s classroom must 
be clean, safe and secure.  Security also includes 
the check-out process.  If anyone can walk into a 
classroom and pick up a kid, you’re asking for trouble 
and will turn off potential newcomers.  It’s important 
that your kids’ volunteers are trained well and know 
to ask for the parent’s [information]…when picking 
up their kids.

7. The Visible Pastor
Accessibility of the senior pastor is another subtle and 
powerful statement of a church.  Even pastors of the 
largest churches in America make an intentional and 
strategic effort to be seen, greeted and hugged after 
a service.  They may have a bodyguard present for 
security reasons, but they are available and willing to 
pray with people that need to speak to their pastor.  
Some churches have a designated “Guest Central”…
Some have a “Meet and Greet”…Some pastors stand 
down at the altar and meet and pray with people… 

8. Finish Strong
It’s simply not enough for greeters and parking lot 
attendants to say “Hello” or “Welcome” when one 
walks into their church.  To go to another level, have 
your first impressions team stationed at their posts 
when the service ends to say “Goodbye” or “Have 
a nice week.”  This goes a long way to wrapping a 
bow around the entire morning experience and will 
send them off with a lasting positive impression….Do 
these eight things and you’ll see a greater return and 
higher percentage of second- and third-time guests.

What do you think?  Expressing Biblical hospitality is a very 
important part of Evangelism and connecting with someone 
who is looking for a church home or for a relationship with 
Jesus!  How can you help?
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Colors of the Season
By Bettie Ore - Altar Guild Coordinator

Spring conjures up in our minds the beautiful colors of our 
wonderful earth. We think of the flowers that bloom, green-
ery that comes alive with the new birth of spring. In our 
church worship, we also use the vibrant colors of our world 
to represent the colors of our Liturgical seasons. 
Color is God’s way of filling his world with beauty and giv-
ing pleasure to those who live in the colorful world. Chris-
tians, for centuries, have used color in divine worship to 
emphasize the redemptive action of God through his Son.
Color, like music, plays an important role in the life of God’s 
worshiping people. Just as music is the “handmaiden to 
theology”, liturgical color complements the message of the 
seasons and occasions during the church year. 

Color allows us to see the Light of Life, Jesus Christ. It 
serves to communicate the message of salvation. And 
communicate it does when it reinforces a specific “color-
ful” chapter in the Life of our Lord and his church, retold 
annually by the church calendar.

However, color and its bright message can easily be taken 
for granted or mistaken in its purpose. The paraments, 
vestments, altar clothes, banners, traditionally employed 
each Sunday, must be seen as more than an attempt to 
decorate, or give accent to the chancel. 

When altar paraments are used year after year without 
much attention given to their message, we find ourselves 
forgetting the intention of the use of the colors for our wor-
ship.

Each color has evolved through the centuries in the com-
munity of faith to communicate a powerful message. A 
fresh look at the color scheme can reawaken our appre-
ciation for this time-honored custom.

BLUE – Blue is used for the observance of the new church 
year. Advent, a preparatory time f waiting and watching, 
communicates the message of hope. Blue– the color of 
the sky- helps convey that powerful message. Our Chris-
tian faith rests on the hope that Christ, who came in  his-
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tory assuming our flesh, will also return on the last day of 
time from that same blue sky he ascended long ago.

GREEN – Green is next and is by far the most common 
color seen during the year. Our Lutheran Service book 
calls for its use during the seasons of Epiphany and Pen-
tecost. The first Sunday following the first full moon after 
the vernal equinox, also known as Easter Sunday, deter-
mines the length of these two seasons.

Epiphany’s message of Christ’s revelation to the Gentiles 
along with the season’s traditional emphasis on extend-
ing Christ’s kingdom through missions, calls for the use of 
green, the color symbolic of growth. The Sundays follow-
ing Pentecost, observed as “the time of the church”, share 
a somewhat similar theme as that of Epiphany. It is a time 
to grow and develop maturity as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
We are given this time to encourage us all to maintain our 
faith through the constant use of God’s means of grace.

BLACK– Although we do not use black paraments per se, 
we do use black on Good Friday and Ash Wednesday for 
our pastor’s robes. We turn the candles to the black side 
also. Black is the absence of light. Good Friday or Black 
Friday in combination with Ash Wednesday calls for sober 
reflection on the cost of our redemption. Without Christ’s 
sacrifice on the day the sky turned dark and hid the light of 
the sun, there would be no bright Light of Christ to live in, 
nor new life in Christ to enjoy.

PURPLE – Purple like black is a penitential color as op-
posed to a festive one. It is appropriately used during Lent. 
The forty days of Lent, including the six Sundays that fall 
during this season, use this deep, rich color which has 
come to represent somberness and solemnity, penitence 
and prayer.

Violet or purple was a very cherished and expensive col-
or in the world in Jesus’ time. The dye used to make the 
color was painstakingly acquired by massaging the neck 
of a Mediterranean shell fish that secreted a special fluid. 
It was therefore afforded only by the rich and worn most 
exclusively by the royalty.

Jesus, the king of the Jews, wore a purple robe only once. 
As the soldiers mocked and tormented him, the Scriptures 
record they placed on him a “purple garment” in order 
to ridicule him and belittle the claim that he was a king. 
Therefore, purple is used during the penitential season of 
Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and scorn Jesus 
endured, and the subsequent sacrifice he made for our 
eternal salvation. 

WHITE – White is the color of purity and completeness. 
This color assists in bearing the message that “though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow”. Christ’s 
triumph from the grave on Resurrection day is the cause 
for our rejoicing. His purity before His father becomes our 
purity, white reinforces that message of joy. In addition to 
Easter, white is the appointed color for such festive Sun-
days as Christmas and its twelve days; Epiphany and the 
first Sunday following it, observed as the Baptism of Our 
Lord, the Last Sunday after the Epiphany, also known as 

Transfiguration Sunday. In all, white serves as the best 
festive color for the church year.

RED – Red is a power color and is appropriate for use 
on Pentecost Sunday. We also use red for Reformation 
Sunday and it can be used on such festive occasions as 
dedications, anniversaries of a congregation, and other 
festive days like celebrating the ordination and installation 
of a pastor.

(Scarlet – Many churches have a separate “red” which is 
scarlet and used during Holy Week. We do not. Howev-
er, when used on Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday it 
represents the passion of our Lord…the color of His shed 
blood. )

It is appropriate from time to time, to take a thoughtful and 
fresh look at the colors that are displayed throughout the 
church year. Even the symbolism behind the traditional 
colors is somewhat arbitrary and open to additional inter-
pretations as generations pass. The primary source and 
guarantor of their meanings is tradition. It is important to 
remember why we retain this traditional liturgical standard, 
and that it is to serve God’s worshipping community by 
assisting in communicating the holy faith from generation 
to generation, in every age, the beauty and symbolism of 
color continues to serve us exceptionally well!

God Bless you as you worship with us!
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 Pastor Seth’s Ordination Anniversary Celebration
By Donna Kunz

On Sunday, February 11th, Red Hill celebrated the 20 year 
anniversary of Pastor Seth’s Ordination.  The congrega-
tion honored Pastor Seth with concert tickets and a family 
vacation to Hawaii. Pastor Joel, Board of Director’s Presi-
dent, Dr. Scott Browne, and Dr. Ken Hays, who was Red 
Hill’s Council President at the time of Pastor Seth’s Ordi-
nation, presented the gifts in front of the congregation at 
both the 8:30 and 10:00 worship services. The services 
were followed by receptions on the patio.

On February 8, 1998, Pastor Seth was ordained by The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) under 
the authority of Bishop Robert Miller. 
Pastor Seth has served Red Hill Lutheran Church as Se-
nior Pastor since 2010 and as Associate Pastor prior to 
being called as Senior Pastor.

Delicious cakes were shared to celebrate!

The recognition was a complete surprise to Pastor Seth!

The Britton Family: Jared, P. Seth, Julie, Jessica

Pastor Seth greeted parishoners after the 
8:30 and during the 10:00am services.
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Regarding Ordination
By Pastor Joel

I’ve been asked a lot lately about when I’m going to be 
ordained. This seems like a simple question with a simple 
answer – select a date and get it done! But there’s more 
to this question than one often understands. We must first 
understand what ordination is and then ask who has the 
power to ordain a minister.

First off, ordination is a rite where a person’s call into pas-
toral ministry is publicly affirmed. The candidate for ordina-
tion is asked to make vows to the church, such as faithfully 
teaching the Bible and administering the Sacraments. At 
the conclusion of the ordination service, the candidate has 
a stole placed on him as a symbol of taking on the yoke 
of Christ. 

In the “old days,” (when Red Hill was a member of the ALC 
or ELCA), this rite was performed by the bishop of the syn-
od who acted as a representative of the national church. 
It was performed only after the candidate had completed 
his or her Master’s of Divinity Degree at one of the na-
tional Lutheran seminaries belonging to the denomination, 
performed a one-year internship, and was evaluated by a 
panel for fitness to serve in the pastoral ministry.

This had important implications that the average parish-
ioner never thought about. It meant that ordination was 
granted by the national church, not the local congregation. 
It was intended to be a safeguard for churches to ensure 
that only properly trained candidates were placed in pasto-
ral positions within the local church. However, sometimes 
it could be used as a mechanism of control of the national 
body over the local church. This led to divisions within the 
church and, ultimately, the formation of the association to 
which we now belong, Lutheran Congregations in Mission 
for Christ (LCMC). 

The fundamental belief of this association is that the “pow-
er” of the church resides within the local congregation, not 
a bishop, synod, or denomination. This power extends to 
the congregation’s right to call their own pastor without 
permission from the local or national office. The LCMC ba-
sis this right on the Confessions of the Lutheran Church 
found in The Book of Concord: “Treatise on the Power and 
Primacy of the Pope: The Power and Jurisdiction of Bish-
ops” (1537)

“But since the distinction between bishop and pastor is 
not by divine right, it is manifest that ordination adminis-
tered by a pastor in his own church is valid by divine right. 
Consequently, when the regular bishops become enemies 
of the Gospel and are unwilling to administer ordination, 
the churches retain the right to ordain for themselves. For 
wherever the church exists, the right to administer the Gos-
pel also exists. Wherefore it is necessary for the church to 
retain the right of calling, electing and ordaining ministers.”

This, again, is an important distinction because it answers 
the question of who has the power to ordain a minister 
– the local church. Because this left individual congrega-
tions in an unfamiliar position, and potentially a dangerous 
one of not being able to find suitable pastors, the LCMC 
created two classifications of calls: a contract call and a 
certified call.

A contract call can be granted to an individual who is not 
recognized by the association as a certified candidate. 
This means the congregation has recognized particu-
lar gifts and affirmed a calling, but the individual has not 
met the standards for certification within the association. 
These standards include a Master’s of Divinity degree 
or its equivalent, internship within a local congregation, 
psychological testing, an interview by representatives of 
the Ministry Board of the LCMC, and agreement with the 
LCMC Statement of Faith. When an individual has met all 
these standards, he or she is eligible for a certified call and 
is placed on the roster of certified clergy within the LCMC.

So let’s return back to my situation in particular. When I 
was called by Red Hill on September 11, 2011, it was a 
contract call to the position of associate pastor since I had 
only just begun my seminary training. We did not perform 
an official ordination or installation at that time. However, 
the very act of the congregational meeting where the vote 
was taken to call me was, in many respects, the public af-
firmation of the call. Therefore, I was thereupon called a 
pastor and performed the duties as such.

Fast forward six years and I have now completed all the re-
quirements for a certified call. As such, in consultation with 
Pastor Seth and the Board of Directors, we have decided 
now is the proper time to “officially” recognize and perform 
the rite of ordination. This will take place on Sunday, 
April 22nd, at both the 8:30am and 10:00am worship 
services. As the congregation is the one who ordains, it 
would mean a lot to me to have you there.

To be clear, this doesn’t fundamentally change my posi-
tion or status within the church. My call is still to be the as-
sociate pastor, and I’ll be performing the same duties I’ve 
been doing the past six years. The only thing that changes 
is that I’ve moved from a contract call to a certified call.

Let me conclude this article by thanking you for the honor 
and privilege you’ve given me to be your pastor. It’s been 
a great joy to me and I look forward to serving alongside 
you for many years to come.
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Those New Year’s Resolutions
In January, many people made resolutions for the New Year.  And, for many, those resolutions were jettisoned by 
February . However, at any time of the year, it is good to evaluate where one is in their lives.  As we enter the spring 
season and its renewal of life, it can be a good time to evaluate the condition of our spiritual lives?
In an article authored by Pastor Ronnie Floyd, he suggested a “Spiritual Evaluation” that can be done at the beginning, 
middle, end/or, end of the year.  Floyd suggests that in our personal and spiritual lives we can:

1. Evaluate where you are with God.  
Draw aside to insure all is right with God.  
Deal with yourself.   Talk to God about 
your sinfulness and challenges honestly.  
Practice repentance.  Seek fresh em-
powerment from the Holy Spirit.

2. Examine your relationship with oth-
ers.  In this hop and shop church culture, 
relationships can often get messy and 
misunderstood…. we frequently run fast, 
and usually that is not to our advantage. 
Therefore, we need to use this season 
to examine all relationships again.  Do 
not underestimate the influence of a per-
sonal call, email, text message, visit, or 
even a hand-written personal note.  

3. Elevate your walk with Christ.  Use 
this season of the year to elevate your 
walk with Christ.  Read more of God’s 
Word and spend additional time with 
Him in prayer.  Use your personal time 
with God to begin to pray about what He has before you in the new year, personally and professionally.  Spend extra 
time with God to concentrate on your personal walk with Christ.  Be ready personally to launch into the new year in a 
powerful way.

4. Consider the status of your work spiritually.  Just as you would have your vital signs checked at your annual 
physical, stop long enough to check the vital signs of your work.  

Do you see your daily work as a means of discipleship?  How can you (do you) serve God through your job, raising a 
family, serving as a volunteer, and being a good neighbor (citizen)?

As always, look for how Red Hill can assist you (Worship, Bible studies, small groups, classes, servant opportunities) 
in your resolution to serve God faithfully through your life!   
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His Little Feet International Children’s Choir Performs at Red Hill
By Donna Kunz

On February 2nd and 4th, His Little Feet International Chil-
dren’s Choir gave a Gospel-centered culturally unique 
performance to our students and congregation.

The choir is comprised of orphaned children ages seven 
to 13 who were rescued from Kenya, Haiti and India.  The 
goal of these presentations 
is to bring awareness to the 
plight of orphaned children, 
and to provide opportunities 
for people to respond and 
make a difference.

His Little Feet is a non-
profit organization that was 
founded in 2009 by Mike and 
Christa Hahn with a mission 
to help, train and love vulner-
able children worldwide.
Several members of Red 
Hill opened their homes and 
hosted these children during 
their stay.

Gary and Lis Fortner describe the experience of welcom-
ing the children into their home as “a sheer delight!” Lis 
comments, “The organization set the expectation of the 
schedule ahead of the children’s stay, so for us it was easy 
and such a joy to support their ministry.  We took them 
to the beach and the kid’s were so engaged and exuber-
ant just about playing in the sand. Also, it was a learning 
experience to see first-hand, the organization and effort 
that goes into an outreach ministry.  One of the things we 
enjoyed the most, and miss the most, was being called 
Auntie and Uncle”.

Following is a letter to Red Hill from Mike and Christa 
Hahn:

We wanted to personally ex-
press sincere appreciation to 
Red Hill Lutheran for host-
ing His Little Feet. The team 
was truly blessed by their time at 
Red Hill Lutheran. We pray that 
everyone in the Red Hill Lu-
theran community was touched 
and changed from the experience 
with the His Little Feet children 
and staff. We know that children 

around the world were impacted. Praise God for how 
Red Hill Lutheran responded:
The total love offerings received so far for the ministry 
of His Little Feet totaled $2,700.
There have been 30 children sponsored so far 
through Compassion International.

There was interest expressed in going on a mission trip 
and possibly adopting children who need a forever fam-
ily.
His Little Feet was encouraged by the hospitality and 
generosity of the people in the Red Hill Lutheran com-

munity who opened their 
hearts and lives to the choir 
children and staff. We thank 
God for the way He has 
worked in and through the 
Red Hill Lutheran com-
munity, and you all are in 
our prayers, as you press 
on to “defend the weak and 
the fatherless; uphold the 
cause of the poor and the 
oppressed.” (Psalm 82:3)
We would love to 
bring His Little Feet back 
to Red Hill Lutheran in 
the future and we will be 

in touch when returning to your area. Again, thank you 
for the time and effort graciously given to have His Lit-
tle Feet come and minister. If at any time you would 
like to connect, I am available by phone (Mike’s direct 
line: 209.598.0320) or email at mike@hislittlefeet.org.
With love, gratitude and God’s blessings,
Mike and Christa Hahn
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The Voice of Red Hill
By Isaiah Coughran

Psalm 33:3  
3 Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.  (NIV)

Psalm 104:33
I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. (NIV)

I love these two vers-
es. These two verses 
have helped shape 
the way I think about 
music in worship. 
Worship is much big-
ger than music, but in 
our particular context 
it plays a prominent 
role. People who join 
or leave churches, of-
ten credit it to the pas-
tor (the sermon) or the 
music. People have 
strong opinions about 
music. I have a strong 
opinion about music. 
So in a community of differing opinions about music, how 
do we work to create music that honors God, connects 
people and stays true to the course of “beauty and truth” 
that we Christians feel exemplifies God? Enter in, stage 
left, the idea for: “The Voice of Red Hill.”   

But before we get to that… a bit of background about me 
and my time at Red Hill Lutheran. I have been playing mu-
sic at Red Hill for almost 25 years. I first started leading 
worship for Red Hill’s High School group where I was a 
volunteer. That turned into a job as the youth director and 
then as the Director of Contemporary Music in Worship. 
My musical investment in Red Hill has been joy and an 
exploration. About 15 years ago, I started sneaking my 
own songs into the Contemporary Worship Service under 
the moniker, Gus Chiggins. I’d introduce a song and if it 
connected to the congregation, I continued to include it, 
and if it didn’t then I scrapped it or used the parts for other 

songs. Marty Schae-
fer was the one who 
discovered that it was 
me and, along with the 
help of my wife,outted 
me when a member of 
the church asked me 
to perform the song 
at their wedding. They 
had no idea I wrote 
it, but they connected 
with it at church. My 
wife let them know I 
wrote it. Thanks, Hon-
ey! Ever since then I 
have worked in part-
nership with the Pas-

tors while creating music for the church and school. Both 
Pastor Joel and Pastor Seth, as well as Marty and others, 
have helped me out with lyrics, theological correctness, 
arrangements and anything else related to worship music. 
It’s been quite a ride and a lot of fun. 

Over the past few years I have had a number of students 
from the school and youth ministry ask for help in writing 
songs. Most of them bring me lyrics and want me to help 
them craft a melody to go along with it. Others have music 
ideas but don’t feel theologically equipped to write a wor-
ship song. The process with them was to sit down with 
the materials they had, be it music, lyrics or just a general 
feeling they wanted to convey and begin working it into a 
song. Some songs happened within a few minutes. Other 
songs took weeks and months to write, but when you are 
faithful to show up and do the work, God seems to enter 
into the process and the creative transformation begins 
and then… the song emerges.      

So, this year I decided to put my neck out on the line (after 
prayer, reflection and conversation with the Pastors) and 
invite the congregation of Red Hill into the song writing 
process. This is a bigger feat than most of you will under-
stand. My wife accuses me of not playing nice with others 
when it comes to songwriting and arranging. But the stu-
dents of Red Hill, with their lack of pretense and soft brown, 
doe-like eyes broke through my very private creative shell 
and allowed me to risk sharing my collective expression 
in songwriting. And it has been a fruitful, albeit challeng-
ing, ride. The Praise Band Members, most of whom play 
with me regularly on Sunday mornings, have agreed to 
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share the load of writing songs to the lyrics that you, the 
members of Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, have 
provided. I received over two-dozen song ideas, scriptures 
or lyrics. Thank you to all of you who contributed to the 
creative venture. I really, really appreciate it. 

The goal of “The Voice of Red Hill” is to share the ideas, 
lyrics, and scriptures that God has been using in your lives 
and to share them with the life of other congregants. This 
goal came from the prayer, daring and trusting that when 
God says He wants us to sing to Him a new song we will 
at least attempt it. I’m just glad the task was a new song 
and not a good song. It would have gotten dicey if that had 
been the request. All kidding aside, and with a deep love, 
respect and reverence to our brothers and sisters who in 
the church have given us rich and enduring music, God 
has asked of us to creatively engage Him, the scriptures, 
our culture and context as well as our own hearts in bring-
ing to the community of God new songs. This is both a 
pleasure and privilege. I would covet your prayers for cre-
ativity, beauty and fidelity to God for those who have and 
will take the risk of sharing their lyrics, ideas and passion 
and sharing them with the community. I’d also pray for cre-
ativity and wisdom for those who will share in the crafting 
of these songs. They take their role very seriously. 

All of this will culminate on May 4th, 2018 as the Red Hill 
Lutheran Church Praise Band will be performing the songs 
that you have submitted. As a special bonus treat, the Red 
Hill Lutheran School Praise Band members will open the 
concert and present some of the songs we have been writ-
ing in our Middle School Praise Band Class. This will be a 
wonderful evening of fresh, creative music. 

We were not able to get to all of the lyrics, ideas and scrip-
tures that were submitted in time for the concert on May 
4th, 2018, but we promise to give them their due diligence 
and share them as they’re finished on Sunday mornings 
throughout the year and hopefully, in the years to come.   
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Join Us For These Special Events!
Join us for Holy Week and Easter!
Maundy Thursday - March 29, 2018
12:00pm - Music led by Isaiah Coughran and Marty Schaefer
7:00pm - Traditional service with Holy Communion

Good Friday - March 30, 2018
Traditional Tenebre Service
12:00pm and 7:00pm
Join us as we remember the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ

Easter Sunday - April 1, 2018
8:00am - Traditional Service with Easter Brass
9:30am - Contemporary Worship with Praise Band
11:00am - Traditional Service with Easter Brass

Join us as we rejoice in the Resurrection of our Savior!
Holy Communion at all three services

Red Hill Lutheran Music Ministry Presents
MASTERWORKS: A look back at ten years of great classical music
Sunday, June 10, 2018 at 4:00pm
Featuring exerpted works by Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, Faure, 
Lauridsen, Schubert and more.
With full orchestra, chorus and soloists
Admission is free!


