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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
-John 15:5

H

appy New Year in the life of Red Hill Lutheran Church and School!
The theme for our new Ministry Year, September 2018-August 2019, is “Transformed.”
Romans 12.2 tells us:
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Our continued focus is to “Making Christ-centered, Emotionally Healthy Disciples of Jesus, One Life at a
Time”; fervently seeking to transform the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Between our Church
and School, there are so many exciting and transformational plans for this year!
As you read through this issue of The Vine, my hope is that one of our ministries, classes or small group and
fellowship opportunities will compel you to also be transformed!
As we begin this new ministry year, please continue to pray for our church! I invite you to join us in our
ministry and mission here at Red Hill! God is ready to transform your life!
In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
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Transformed

By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton
The life of a disciple of Jesus Christ is a life of transformation. The Oxford Dictionary defines transformed (transformation) as, “To make a marked change in the form, nature,
or appearance of; change by transformation.”1 Christian
transformation is the Spirit empowered process of ongoing
change in the mind, heart, and soul of a disciple of Christ.
Romans 12.2 succinctly outlines the process of Biblical
transformation. Beginning with a negative imperative,
Christians are not to conform themselves to this present
“world” (age/aeon/culture). The word “conform” translates the Greek root-word, σχῆμα (schema) which literally means, “Figure, pattern, mold.” (From which we get
the English word, “schematic”). In Scripture, this present
“world” (age/aeon/culture) is distinct from the “world”
(age/aeon/culture) described by Jesus as the “Kingdom
of God.” Scripture tells us that the Kingdom of God has
already arrived in Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:11) and
will one day be consummated by Jesus Christ (Matthew
24)! Consequently, as Christians living in the “already but
not yet” Kingdom of God, we must understand that the
“schematic” of the present world and the “schematic” of
the Kingdom of God are contradicting “patterns!”
According to Saint Paul, what is needed is transformation
by the renewal of the mind. The mind in Biblical understanding is the seat of rationality (understanding, attitude,
and ways of thinking). In Romans 12.2, the English word
“transformed” translates the Greek word, μεταμορφόομαι
(metamorphoomai—from which we derive the word,
“metamorphosis”). Biblical commentator J. Fitzmyer
notes:
This metamorphosis is brought about by the indwelling Spirit of God that “leads”
those
incorporated into Christ through faith and baptism
and makes of them “children of God” (8:12–14; cf.
Col 3:10; Eph 4:23; Titus 3:5). The “mind” or the
“intellect” is to be ruled no more by the passions of
the body. Cf. 1 Cor 2:15–16: “we have the mind of
Christ.”2
Biblically and theologically, Christian transformation is
referred to variously as “sanctification,” “regeneration,”
‘the new heart/new creation,” “restoration of the image of
God,” and/or the believer’s “call to holiness.” These theological terms all refer to the transformative work of the
Holy Spirit in a believer’s life. Martin Luther explicates
this divine work in his explanation of the “Third Article of
1
www.oxforddictionary.com
2
J.A. Fitzmyer. Romans: A New Translation with Introduction and
Commentary (New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2008).
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the Apostles’ Creed:”
I believe that by my own reason or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. But the
Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened
me with his gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in true
faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the
whole Christian church on earth and preserves it in union
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian
church he daily and abundantly forgives all my sins, and
the sins of all believers, and on the last day he will raise me
and all the dead and will grant eternal life to me and to all
who believe in Christ. This is most certainly true.3
God uses His means of grace, His Word and Holy Sacraments, to reveal His character, shape our worldview,
deepen our relationships, heal our wounds, and thus equip
us for faithful living in an ever changing, challenging and
often, unfaithful world. This ongoing transformation of a
disciple of Jesus Christ leads to a life that has as its purpose, loving and serving God and others—God’s will for
His people! “As a Christian is transformed in his mind
and is made more like Christ, he comes to approve and
desire God’s will, not his own will for his life….It is all
he needs. But only by being renewed spiritually can a
believer ascertain, do, and enjoy the will of God.”4
As Lutherans, it is critical to remember that our transformation follows from our justification; we are justified,
reconciled to God through Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension. Jesus’ death on the cross makes possible our forgiveness and reconciliation with the Father.
Through Jesus’ perfect obedience, we are given His righteousness! We receive this justification by grace through
faith (Ephesians 2.8) as pure gift. We do not earn it or
work for it. Now that we have been justified, now that we
are under the Lordship of Jesus, we seek not to conform to
the world’s “schematic” for living, but rather to be transformed by the ongoing renewal of our minds so that we
may live a life of faith, hope, and love—the “schematic”
of the Kingdom of God! The paradoxical nature of Christian transformation is best expressed through this question: “Now that we don’t have to do anything, what do we
get to do?” Or, as Luther puts the matter:
I do not know how to change in the least what I have
previously and constantly taught about justification.
3
Martin Luther. Luther’s Small Catechism: With Explanation (Saint
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1991).
4
J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck. The Bible Knowledge Commentary
(Wheaton, Illanois: Victor Books, 1985)..
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Namely, that through faith, as St. Peter says, we have
a new and clean heart [Acts15:9-11], and God will
and does account us entirely righteous and holy for
the sake of Christ, our Mediator [1 Timothy 2:5]...
Such faith, renewal, and forgiveness of sins are followed by good works [Ephesians 2:8-9]. What is still
sinful or imperfect in them will not be counted as sin
or defect, for Christ’s sake [Psalm 32:1-2; Romans
4:7-8]…For with that, all is well. We say, besides,
that if good works do not follow, the faith is false and
not true.5
Finally, it should also be remembered that what Paul
commands in Romans (and elsewhere) is not an escape
or abandoning of this world, but rather, a faithful, countercultural presence that bears witness to the power and
promises of the Kingdom of God. As Jesus said:
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its
taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet. 14 “You are the light of
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but
on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In
the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5.13-16)
The ministries of Red Hill Lutheran Church and School
all seek to make disciples of Christ, disciples who are conforming our lives to His will and ways, being transformed
by the power of Jesus Christ so that we are equipped to
be faithful in this cultural moment. Consequently, our
purpose, mission, vision, strategy, as well as the desired
outcomes of our ministries (targets), describes the culture
and climate we seek to create as a disciple-making church.
Purpose, Vision, Mission, Values, and Ministry Targets
of Red Hill Lutheran Church
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School exists through the
command, promises and power of the Triune God. In the
Gospel of Matthew, we receive Jesus’ commission and
promise:
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28.18-20)
5

Martin Luther. Smalcald Articles: III XIII.
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Both Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions affirm that,
what God began with Israel and fulfilled through His
church, is the creation of a family, a family that is being
daily transformed, growing in faith, hope, and love to the
glory of God. In order to create and sustain His family,
the church, Jesus has commanded the church to make and
send disciples. A disciple is one called through the Gospel
to be a student, an apprentice of Jesus. God has promised
that He will feed and equip His disciples through the power of the Holy Spirit, through Word and Sacrament, for
faithful living. In obedience to God’s Word, our purpose,
vision, mission, core values, and ministry targets, guide
our disciple-making efforts:
Our Purpose (Why We Exist):
“Know Christ. Make Christ known.”
Vision Statement (What We Aim to Achieve):
“Making Christ Centered, Emotionally Healthy Disciples
of Jesus, One life at a time.”
Mission Statement (How We Will Achieve Our Vision):
“Reach and serve our local community, Equip their hearts,
minds, and souls, and Release them into the world to share
God’s love.”
The Mission, Means, and Marks of Discipleship at Red
Hill Lutheran Church
While the purpose, vision, mission, values, and targets,
outline our commitment to, and desired outcomes of, making disciples of Jesus, the Mission, Means, and Marks of
Discipleship describes the process and outcomes of this
disciple-making task, by answering three specific questions: What is a disciple? How are disciples made? What
does a disciple of Jesus look like in our particular community?
The Mission of Making Disciples: What is a Disciple?
As Luther taught in his Small Catechism, the Christian
life (discipleship) begins, continues, and ends through the
power of the Holy Spirit, uniting believers to Jesus Christ.
Discipleship is a daily journey of learning, loving, and living with Jesus. Consequently, at Red Hill, our definition
of a disciple is:
“A person, who day by day surrenders to the divine call
through Jesus and through the Spirit, is learning to live his
or her life as Jesus would live it, for the purpose of loving
God and one another.”
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The Means: How Are Disciples Made?
In order for disciples to grow in faith and deepen their love
for God and others, particular spiritual disciplines are necessary. Disciples need disciplines! Biblically and historically, there are five, core, spiritual disciplines, or means,
through which the Holy Spirit transforms people individually and corporately to be disciples of Jesus:
Worship (Word and Sacrament)
Bible Study (Reading and Applying God’s Word)
Biblical Community (Emotionally healthy connecting
with others in groups and daily life)
Daily Prayer (Solitude and Silence)
Servanthood (Serving God and others at and beyond the
church)
The Marks of Discipleship:
What Does a Disciple look
like?
When Jesus was asked,
“what is the most important
commandant in Scripture?”
(the Old Testament), His reply was:
“The most important
one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear,
O Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is
one, 30Love the Lord
your God with all your
heart and with all
your soul and with all
your mind and with all
your strength.’ 31The
second is this: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself,’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
(Mark 12.29-31 “The Great Commandment”)
As disciples of Jesus, we are to be transformed by love
(God’s love for us) and for love - love for God, others, and
self. More than an emotion, love is a decision to seek the
well-being and spiritual growth of the other. Jesus said
that if we belong to Him we will be known by our love
(John 13.35) and we will bear the fruit of discipleship
(Galatians 5:22-23).
The mission of making disciples, who are equipped through
the means of the five core spiritual disciplines, will result
in lives that express distinctive “Marks of Discipleship;”
Biblical characteristics and attitudes that reflect a life that
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is committed to loving God and others. A Christ-Centered,
Emotionally Healthy Disciple will be characterized by:
*Love (In response to God’s love for me, I sacrificially
and intentionally extend myself for another’s spiritual growth and well-being).
*Joy (Trusting in God’s grace and promises, I have inner contentment and purpose in spite of my circumstances).
*Peace (I am free from anxiety because I am reconciled
in Christ, find my identity in
Christ, and seek
healthy relationships with others).
*Patience (I take time to prayerfully consider circumstances, seeking God’s direction, while integrating
head and heart, under the unavoidable pressures of
life).
*Kindness/ Goodness (I
choose to do the right things
in my relationships with others).
*Faithfulness (I trust in
God’s faithfulness, seeking
to honor God in words and
deeds,
particularly
through establishing relationships where I can be relied upon).
*Gentleness (I seek to be
thoughtful, considerate, and
calm in dealing with others,
as God has dealt gently with
me).
*Self-Control (I have the
power, through Christ, to
control myself).
*Hope (I can engage and endure the struggles and challenges in my life because of the person, promises,
and power of Jesus Christ).
*Humility (I choose not to think less of myself but to
think of myself less—I am teachable).
Our continuing goal will be that every sermon, Compass
study, class, and/or group, will seek to intentionally develop one or more of these “Marks of Discipleship.” I
am in the process of developing an assessment tool and/
or congregational “Rule of Life,” that our church can utilize to set spiritual growth-goals, as well as to track their
spiritual growth.
As our Biblical theme-text for this year, Romans 12.2 indiThe Vine

cates, we are to be transformed through the renewal of our
minds. Clearly, how we think, and what we think about, is
central to our spiritual growth in all aspects of our lives—
especially our relationships! It is our thinking that informs
our emotions and actions. As our thinking is increasingly
informed by Scripture and the values of the Kingdom of
God, our emotions, feelings, reactions, and choices in our
relationships will likewise reflect Kingdom values. This
is the goal in our ongoing focus on Emotionally Healthy
Discipleship (Formally, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality).
Emotionally Healthy Discipleship (EHD).
A key belief of EHD is that “Emotional health and spiritual health are inseparable. It is not possible to be spiritually mature while remaining emotionally immature.”6
EHD leads us to integrate our discipleship, our theologies,
and our Biblical worldview with every aspect of our lives,
particularly the everyday relationships common to all:
our families of origin, our nuclear family, our friendships,
work relationships, and neighborhood. God will not only
heal the deep places in our souls, God will also equip us
to love and serve others authentically. In EHD, we learn
how to:
*Be honest and clear in our communications with one another.
*Resolve conflict in a Biblically healthy way.
* “Fight fair.”
*Affirm one’s limits and the limits of others.
*Understand, celebrate, grieve, forgive, and be healed
from, family of origin issues.
Through EHD, God will restore the divine image within
(transformation), leading us to be the people that God has
created us to be. It is my continuing conviction (hope!)
that if we are known to be a church and school where the
deep issues of life are honestly and Biblically explored,
and that people can learn how to relate in healthy, Godhonoring ways, we will truly make a difference in people’s
lives and in this community.
2018-2019 Church-Wide Ministry Initiatives
Ministry Initiative 1: Youth and Family Ministry
(YFM) (Phase 3)
While we will be working through a staff transition in
our YFM, we will continue the development of our YFM/
Team focused on creating a Christ-centered, integrated,
comprehensive family and student experience for families with students 0-18, utilizing the “Orange” small group
model. This year, under Phase 3, we will focus on the
elementary grades (K-5th), with a specific emphasis on
RHLS families.
6
Pete Scazzero. Emotionally Healthy Spirituality (Nashville:
Integrity Publishers, 2006).
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Within this initiative, we will also seek to develop the
adult side of the family (parent/marriage) for the purpose
of encouraging and strengthening the spiritual development of the family unit.
Ministry Initiative 2: “Transformed”
As mentioned above, our church and school theme for
this ministry year, Transformed, will encompass a churchwide emphasis on how to live Biblically faithful lives in
an increasingly secular culture, often antagonistic to the
Christian faith and Biblical truth.
As our theme text from Romans tells us, we must transform
our minds so that we do not conform to the contemporary
culture. Christian transformation and spiritual maturity,
involves learning the truths of Scripture, understanding
what we believe, and why what we believe matters for
daily life. In our relativistic culture, any claim to absolute truth is derided as “intolerance” and often mocked
as prejudice. Consequently, disciples of Jesus must be
grounded in God’s Word “so that we may no longer be
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.” (Ephesians 4.14)
Consequently, Red Hill will continue to be equipped and
empowered to lovingly engage this cultural milieu with
hope and integrity. At Red Hill, we will seek to be faithful
to Scripture’s descriptions of, and commands to be, God’s
faithful people in our time and place. For example:
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war
against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the
Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and
glorify God on the day of visitation. (1 Peter 2.11-12)
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by
the power that enables him even to subject all things
to himself. (Philippians 3.20-21)
This transformation emphasis will be reflected in the Sermon/Compass series, Bible Studies, Small Groups, and
outreach opportunities among all ages and life-stages in
the congregation.
One primary way we will accomplish this initiative is
through our ongoing commitment to “deeper discipleship.” Rather than a superficial spirituality, a “dumbing
down” of Biblical and theological truths, deeper discipleship seeks to engage the real truths, commitments, and
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questions of scripture, tradition, and theology, and how
this engagement intersects real life. Deeper discipleship
is the commitment to teach, equip, heal, and encourage
our members so that they can live lives of integrity and
hope, serving their neighbors in the name of Jesus. The
“transformation pyramid” below reflects our goal of making disciples of Jesus who are being transformed by the
renewal of their minds:
The Five Levels of Transformation (Build On Each
Other)
Disciple of Jesus…
The result is CHARACTER
This gives motivation to develop SKILLS
Seeing from God’s perspective produces CONVICTION
Knowing how God has worked in the past produces PERSPECTIVE
Start with a Foundation of KNOWLEDGE
Disciple of Jesus…
Ministry Initiative 3: Evangelism/Hospitality
“Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”22And when
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from
any, it is withheld.” (John 20.21-23)
In this text from John, we see that, just as Jesus was sent
by the Father to redeem and reconcile the world, Jesus
sends His church (disciples) into the world, in the power
of the Holy Spirit, to bear witness to God’s redemptive
and reconciling love through loving and serving others in
Jesus’ name.

Treat…others (friends, strangers) as God’s imagebearers...
Greet…those we do not recognize at church or other
events with a smile and handshake…
Seat…help someone unfamiliar with Christianity or
our church find a place to be…
Meet…help new people get connected into a group to
develop healthy relationships…
A treating, greeting, seating, and meeting evangelical hospitality, seeks to lead guests toward committing to church
membership and greater involvement. Church membership is the next step from “seeking” to “staying.” Integral
to this Evangelism strategy will be a focus on the Biblical
imperative and significance of committed church membership for personal, spiritual growth, as well as the communal health of our church. (See the “Baseball Diamond”
Pathway of Discipleship and “Circles of Commitment”
above).
Inward Evangelism: “Deeper Discipleship”
True, Biblical Evangelism is the consequence of growing disciples who are being transformed by the love and
power of Jesus Christ and committed to loving others to
the glory of God through their daily lives. As has already
been described in ministry initiative 2, our commitment to
deeper discipleship will equip disciples to bear witness to
others in word and in actions.
As we begin this new ministry year, please continue to
pray for our church! I invite you to join us in our ministry
and mission here at Red Hill! God is ready to transform
your life!

Outward Evangelism: “Treat, Greet, Seat, Meet”
Healthy, Biblical Evangelism is both a corporate and personal practice. Corporately, our goal is to develop an inviting, caring, and hospitable faith community. This will
involve Sunday morning hospitality, greater outreach to
Red Hill Lutheran School, and an ongoing development
of the church website as the primary “first visit” for many
seekers. Individually, we will encourage our members to
invite others to church/events, particularly on special days
when those who are un-churched are more open to attending. Corporately and individually, we will emphasize that,
as Christians, we:
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“Welcome to Our Church!”
On Biblical Hospitality
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As I mentioned in the lead article, this year, one of our
ministry initiatives is Evangelism. One aspect of Evangelism
is creating an inviting, hospitable atmosphere in our church,
particularly on Sunday mornings. As we consider what it
means to be a hospitable community, I thought I would
again share the following article with you from last year.
The author, Greg Atkinson, writes from the perspective of
a guest to a local church. Atkinson writes:
I’ve found there are some reasons that I will tell a church
I would not return for a second visit, and some may be
news to you. Whether I’m working with a church plant
of 60 people or a mega church of over 15,000, some
things are universal and should be present regardless
of church size….
1. The Front Door
Before a guest ever steps foot on your church’s physical
campus, he or she has probably already checked out
your church website. What every church should have
clearly visible on their homepage is a section or button
for first-time guests. Once clicked on, this should take
you to a page that addresses FAQs, service times,
directions, parking instructions (is there a side of the
building that is better to park on if one has kids?), what
to expect (upbeat music and relevant, practical, biblical
preaching in a come as you are atmosphere, etc.),
what to wear (are jeans OK? are shorts OK?), and
encouragement for them to be sure to stop by Guest
Central or your church’s Information Booth to pick up
a first-time guest packet.
2. What Stinks?
It’s important that no church ever underestimates the
sense of smell...Mold is a bad smell. Coffee is a good
smell. Bleach is a bad smell. Citrus is a good smell.
Many churches have restrooms that are disgusting and
smell bad. This lack of attention to detail can be costly
and discourage many from ever returning.
3. Park Here
…Every growing church should have someone who
is constantly watching parking…Visitor Parking is so
crucial. If it’s difficult for newcomers to go to your
church, they won’t go…Of course, some want to go
unnoticed and will choose to park in regular parking
(a minority), but for the rest of newcomers, they are
appreciative for a close parking space; it’s a kind
gesture in an already intimidating and nerve-racking
experience of attending a church for the first time,
especially a large one with a huge campus.
4. This Way, Parents
One way to assure guests will not return is to have
a confusing, long or hard to find process for getting
their kids registered and in the right classroom. Wise
churches have signs for first-time guest kids’ check-in
redhillchurch.org

and make the process quick and painless. Regular
attendees may know to go up to the check-in kiosk
and enter their phone number or swipe their card, but
guests will be clueless and need a manned station that
is clearly marked for guests with a volunteer to walk
them through the registration. Then have that person or
another helper walk you to your kid’s class, explaining
what will be going on and how to go about picking their
kids back up…Signage for the kids check-in should start
in the entryway of the guest parking. Do not assume
people know where to go once they enter the building.
5. Give It Away
Something subtle but powerful is a church that has a
generous spirit…If you
want to bless people
and create a generous
spirit throughout your
church, give away free
coffee and message
CDs (and other
surprises throughout
the year).
6. Security Counts
One issue that is huge
Two of our friendly greeters:
Judy Omohundro & Nicki Waldorf
to a secret shopper
and visiting families is
security. If a parent is worried about their child’s safety,
they will not enjoy the service and will likely not return.
A children’s classroom must be clean, safe and secure.
Security also includes the check-out process. If anyone
can walk into a classroom and pick up a kid, you’re
asking for trouble and will turn off potential newcomers.
It’s important that your kids’ volunteers are trained well
and know to ask for the parent’s [information]…when
picking up their kids.
7. The Visible Pastor
Accessibility of the senior pastor is another subtle and
powerful statement of a church. Even pastors of the
largest churches in America make an intentional and
strategic effort to be seen, greeted and hugged after
a service. They may have a bodyguard present for
security reasons, but they are available and willing to
pray with people that need to speak to their pastor.
Some churches have a designated “Guest Central”…
Some have a “Meet and Greet”…Some pastors stand
down at the altar and meet and pray with people…
8. Finish Strong
It’s simply not enough for greeters and parking lot
attendants to say “Hello” or “Welcome” when one
walks into their church. To go to another level, have
your first impressions team stationed at their posts
when the service ends to say “Goodbye” or “Have a
Page 9

nice week.” This goes a long
way to wrapping a bow around
the entire morning experience
and will send them off with a
lasting positive impression….
Do these eight things and you’ll
see a greater return and higher
percentage of second- and thirdtime guests.

to practice it? We can all think of people who possess the
“gift of hospitality.” It just seems to come easy to them. They
love cooking and having people over for meals, and they
have a beautifully decorated house for entertaining. But
these aren’t the most important aspects of hospitality,
actually. It all starts with love - serving in love.3

What do you think?
Ushers like Ray Gomez
play an integral role in
Sunday worship!

Hospitality: Is it Just Another “Lost Art”?
By Angela Calderon

A search for how to inspire a renewed sense of Hospitality…
As of today, if you do a Google search for “lost arts,” you’ll
find over 2,500 news articles mourning the loss of yet
another tangible, or perhaps not-so-tangible, skill.1
Hospitality is not just for hotels. The call to hospitality is part
of God’s revelation for all families, found in both Scripture
and tradition. St. Paul exhorts the Romans to “welcome one
another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God”
(Rom 15:7). His message to all Christians is nothing short
of a universal call to hospitality–tapping into the welcoming
grace that softens our evangelistic efforts and invites and
comforts those in need. Christ accepts people as they
are, loves them as they are, and invites them into deeper
communion (emphasis mine). This is our call as well.
More Christian families need to find ways to welcome Christ
in the stranger, the guest, and the pilgrim. As St. John
Paul II stressed in his famous 1981 document on marriage
and family, Familiaris Consortio, “In particular, note must
be taken of the ever greater importance in our society of
hospitality in all its forms, from opening the door of one’s
home and still more of one’s heart to the pleas of one’s
brothers and sisters.” Hospitality should simply flow from
the loving heart of a Christian who sees Jesus in all those
people around him or her. One reason that hospitality has
become something of a lost art in our world comes from
the lack of understanding of how to practice it. Primarily,
hospitality is not about the host, but about the guest. We
ought not try to change the guest, but to accommodate our
spaces for them. Thus, anticipating their needs accurately
is essential to good service. 2
We all have a general idea of what it means to show
hospitality. Merriam-Webster describes hospitality as the
“generous and friendly treatment of visitors and guests.”
And there are many Scriptures that teach the importance
of it, like Romans 12:13 “Share with the saints in their need;
pursue hospitality.”
But with the demands of family, work, and numerous other
commitments, how can we take time in our busy schedules
1 https://dailypost.wordpress.com/writing-challenges/a-lost-art/
2 https://archkckblog.wordpress.com/2015/08/25/the-lost-art-of-hospitality/
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Although we have special “point people” that we ask to
serve in this all too important need for Hospitality, including
ushers and greeters, our hope is that all will feel God’s call to
remember this practice of our faith. As Emotionally Healthy
Disciples of Christ, it is important to practice slowing down,
making eye contact and saying hello. It sounds so simple,
doesn’t it? But how often are we hurried as we rush in to
church. Do you look for those you know so you can catch
up from the absence since last week? Or do you seek to
notice those who might be new, lost or in need of a hello
from just anyone who will notice them.
The wonderful thing about our church is our sense of family.
Many of us have been attending worship at Red Hill for so
long, I think we take for granted that everyone must feel as
at home as we do. I know sometimes I can often forget that
“Church” is a place people come to seek comfort and there
may be more new or lost people that quietly come and go,
completely unnoticed, than we may know.
This coming year, as we seek to be “Transformed” in all our
ways, I believe we need to include the challenge to be more
intentional in our hospitality. Don’t just rely on the ushers
and greeters to catch those new to our church. We “family
members” should all be challenged to seek and find at least
one person each Sunday who is new to us, to say hello and
offer our name. It’s as easy as making eye contact, smiling
and saying “Hello, my name is…I don’t think I’ve met you
before. I hope you’re enjoying your Sunday.”
If you encounter someone who may have questions and
you aren’t sure how to answer, don’t panic, it’s okay to say
you’re not sure and then simply point them in the direction
of the information table. We’ll have people on hand that
will have answers for them.
As you consider this challenge, think back to any time you
stepped into a new scene. What was it like for you? Would
you have appreciated being approached or noticed? Let’s
work to do the same with all who we encounter and be a
church Jesus could be proud of. If Red Hill is our home
church, we should start noticing the guests who come to
our door! May God richly bless you for stepping out and
trusting him to bring someone new into your path.
Hospitality & Guest Services Vision Casting, Sept. 9th.
Want to know more about how you can help RHLC&S
develop a more friendly and helpful atmosphere for our new
guests or visitors? Join us September 9th in the CLC from
11:15-12:30 as Pastor Seth provides vision and direction
as we trust God with our transformation to a higher level of
discipleship regaining our skills in hospitality.
Contact Angie Calderon if you have questions, 714-8783274 or email acalderon@redhillchurch.org.
3 https://www.dayspring.com/articles/the-lost-art-of-hospitality
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How We Make Disciples
By Pastor Joel Kelly

The purpose of Adult Education and Small Groups at Red
Hill Lutheran Church is to facilitate the disciple-making
process of the church. This is reflected in the vision
statement of Red Hill: “Making Christ Centered, Emotionally
Healthy Disciples of Jesus, One life at a time.” We are
disciples who make disciples.
We define a disciple as a person, who day by day surrenders
to the divine call through Jesus and through the Spirit, is
learning to live his or her life as Jesus would live it, for the
purpose of loving God and one another. Our goal is help
people become fully-devoted followers of Jesus who make
other fully-devoted followers of Jesus!
Maturity is a process. While many of us would likely love
to have our adorable and loving children be transformed
overnight into mature adults – thus skipping the adolescent,
teen and young adult years – that simply isn’t how it works.
Spiritual maturity often works in a similar way. Therefore,
we’ve developed a process to help people “grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ” (Ephesians
4:15), by:
• Connecting to Christ and his Church
• Growing in faith and love with others
• Serving the Church and the world
• Leading others to follow Christ
1. Connect
Core Discipline: Weekly Worship
Core Commitment: Membership
People connect to Jesus and other members of Red Hill
in various ways: Connection Groups, Family First Fridays,
musical performances, and fellowship events. However, the
primary discipline of connecting to Christ and his church is
weekly worship. In worship, we receive from God His gifts
of Word and Sacrament and are joined together with other
believers to become the Body of Christ. The capstone
class for connecting is our New Member Class (101).
The person attending this class will learn about the
mission, vision and purpose of Red Hill and our
Lutheran identity. At the conclusion of the class,
they are asked to make a commitment to
become a member of the church.
2. Grow
Core Discipline: Bible Study and
Biblical Community
Core Commitment: Spiritual
Maturity
People grow in faith and love
with others through Growth
Groups, Bible studies, classes, and
Disciple U. The primary disciplines of
growing are regular Bible study and Biblical
community. Growing disciples are ones who
are spending time in God’s Word both personally
and corporately. The capstone class for growing
is Emotionally Healthy Spirituality. This class brings
redhillchurch.org

together emotional health and contemplative spirituality to
help participants cultivate a deep, personal relationship with
Jesus. At the conclusion of the class, participants are asked
to make a commitment to taking personal responsibility for
their own spiritual growth.
3. Serve
Core Discipline: Servanthood
Core Commitment: Ministry
As people grow in their faith and knowledge of Jesus
Christ, they will desire to live like him by serving others in
the church and world. This can take place through shortterm mission projects or trips, or ongoing service groups
both inside and outside the church. The primary discipline
of serving is servanthood. We serve others in Jesus’ name
because he first loved and served us, and commanded us
to go and do likewise. The capstone class for serving is
Finding My Fit. Participants will learn their unique gifts and
calling and begin the process for understanding how God
wants to use them in ministry. At the conclusion of the class,
participants are asked to make a commitment to ongoing
ministry in the church, both where they are needed and
where they are gifted.
4. Lead
Core Discipline: All
Core Commitment: Personal Mission
People lead others to follow Christ when they discover
God’s unique calling on their life and use their gifts and
passions in ongoing ministry. While ministry is about
serving others, mission is about leading others to grow in
their relationship with Jesus Christ. The capstone class
for leading is Building Healthy Leaders. This class takes
a fresh look at how ministry leaders are developed based
on how Jesus developed his own disciples. It presents
a holistic and Biblical model for equipping people to
become ambassadors for Jesus in their home, church,
community, and world.
We’ve adapted and used the baseball diamond as a
visual of the process. The goal in baseball is not
to get a runner on first, but to move him all the
way around the diamond and cross home.
In the same way, our goal as a church
is not to make members (first
base), but Christ-Centered,
emotionally healthy disciples
(home plate).
It is our sincere hope that
you will continue your journey of
discipleship with us this year! No matter
where you are on the diamond or in the
process, take your next step towards maturity.
The pastors and staff are here to help you! Think
of us as your coaches whose job it is to move you
around the bases. Let us know where you’re at and
how we can help.
Page 11
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There’s always so much going on at Red Hill and
in our Tustin Community!
From our children’s ministries, to Red Hill’s annual representation at the Tustin Chili Cook off,
to the fellowship we all enjoy after worship on the
patio, you will always encounter a cheery smile!
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Red Hill’s Youth & Family Ministry goes nonstop year round! This
Spring, our youth got
down to work helping to
restore communities in
Texas ravaged by recent storms. They also
spent time in fellowship
at the FOHO retreats.

redhillchurch.org
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Disciple U

Disciple U - Sundays at 10:00 and 11:30am
“Ezekiel”
Begins September 9th

The book of Ezekiel begins with these words: “Ezekiel saw
two wheels a-rolling, way in the middle of the air. A wheel
within a wheel a-rolling, way in the middle of the air.” Ok
– that’s not true. It actually begins: “In the thirtieth year, in
the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was
among the exiles by the Chebar canal, the heavens were
opened, and I saw visions of God. 2 On the fifth day of the
month (it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin),
3
the word of the Lord came to Ezekiel the priest, the son
of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the Chebar canal,
and the hand of the Lord was upon him there.”

This detailed description gives us a precise dating and
location of the book. It had been one hundred years since
the Assyrians had carried off the northern ten tribes of
Israel and destroyed the capital city of Samaria. The date
for this event was 722 b.c. In 612 b.c. the Babylonians had
taken over the role of
world dominator from
the Assyrians. In 605
Nebuchadnezzar (ruled
604–562) had given
legitimacy to Babylon’s
claim of being world
ruler by defeating
the only possible
opposition, Pharaoh
Necho of Egypt,
seizing control of the
entire region of Syria,
including Judah. In
597, Nebuchadnezzar
returned to Judah to
put down a rebellion in
Jerusalem. This time he took Jehoiachin, the king of Judah,
and the upper crust of society back with him to Babylon to
try to insure no future recurrence of such a rebellion. This
capture of Jehoiachin is the reference point in Ezekiel 1:2
and in the other chronological references throughout the
book. Ezekiel was included in the group of people who were
taken captive in 597.
Since Ezekiel was an exile, all of his work was among
the exiles. Yet, his work can be divided into two distinct
segments because of the tremendous event that occurred,
not in Babylonia, but back home in Judah. Previous to 586
b.c., his major role was to try to dispel the false hopes
of the exiles that the temple and the city of Jerusalem
would be preserved from destruction. His message was a
prophecy of destruction. The meaning behind the message
was punishment, punishment from God for their rebellion
against him. Ezekiel’s purpose was to warn in order to
achieve repentance. He wanted to warn the exiles in order
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to prevent a similar rebellion against the Lord while in
Babylonia. Ezekiel wanted to teach them to obey the Lord
and submit to his will, even while he was displaying his
anger and allowing the destruction of the temple and the
city of Jerusalem.
After the fall of Jerusalem, when the tendency of the
exiles was to despair over their future as a particular
nation, Ezekiel’s role changed. He became a messenger
of destruction, not a destruction impending against God’s
people but against the other nations who had been enemies
of Judah and of the Lord. The meaning behind this message
was deliverance, deliverance from exile because of the
changing roles of the other nations. Ezekiel’s purpose now
was consolation and encouragement. He wanted to console
the people and encourage their faith so they wouldn’t
turn their backs on the temple and their homeland, even
though the temple had
been destroyed and
their land had been
devastated.
Most of the exiles
had become quite
comfortable in
Babylon. They had
started businesses,
were prospering, and
generally had a good
situation for their health
and education. It would
have been very easy for
them to totally repress
any thoughts of the
temple and their homeland, especially after both were
destroyed. It was Ezekiel’s work, which for a period of 22
years maintained a nucleus of people who still wanted to
serve the Lord in their homeland and in a restored temple.
It was this work that helped to produce people who later
under Ezra and Nehemiah were willing to return to Judah
and Jerusalem.
The book of Ezekiel is a mixture of poetic, artistic
description and detailed prose. Many of the symbols,
actions, and pictures used by Ezekiel appear again in the
New Testament book of Revelation.1 The book of Ezekiel
is certainly a difficult book to understand. That is hardly
a new observation. The church father Jerome remarked:
As for Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel, who
can fully understand or adequately explain them?…
The beginning and ending of Ezekiel, the third of the

1
Kuschel, K. B. (1986). Ezekiel (pp. vi–5). Milwaukee, WI: Northwestern Pub. House.
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four, are involved in so great obscurity that like the
commencement of Genesis they are not studied by
the Hebrews until they are thirty years old.2
Before Jerome, the rabbis had themselves struggled with the
book of Ezekiel. For them the chief problems lay, as Jerome
noted, in the beginning and ending of the book. Study of the
obscurities of the opening chariot vision, which became a
mystical pursuit in some circles, was thought to be not only
difficult but even potentially dangerous. The rabbis recorded
the cautionary tale of a child who picked up a copy of the
book of Ezekiel at his teacher’s home and apprehended the
true meaning of the extremely obscure and much-debated
Hebrew word ḥašmal, the substance of which the divine
figure appears to be comprised (Ezek. 1:27). Instantly, fire
came out from the ḥašmal and incinerated him. Herein lay
part of the reason for restricting study of the book in Jewish
circles to those of more mature years.
Notwithstanding the very real difficulties that exist, I don’t
think that we need to despair of understanding this book,
or of being consumed by fire after we study. The book of
Ezekiel is part of God’s Word, part of the truth that the Holy
Spirit is assigned to open up to us. It is part of what Paul
was thinking about when he said that “all Scripture is Godbreathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). Therefore, the
book of Ezekiel is both comprehensible and profitable to
the one whose eyes have been opened by the Holy Spirit.
As we proceed through this study, our goal will not be to
study the book as an exercise in ancient history or literature,
but rather to seek what the Spirit has to teach us from the
biblical text, where he will rebuke us, how he will correct
us, and how he will train us in righteousness. Such a study
will be full of relevance for contemporary Christians, for at
its heart the whole of Scripture is a testimony about Jesus
Christ (John 5:39). As we proceed, therefore, we will be
continually looking to see how in particular ways Ezekiel
points us forward to Christ.3
You are invited to join us for this in-depth study, taught by
Pastor Joel, on Sunday mornings beginning September
9th. The same study is offered at both 10:00 and 11:30am
to accommodate whichever service you attend. Bring your
Bible!

2
Jerome, Ep. ad Paulinam, 8.
3
Duguid, I. M. (1999). Ezekiel (pp. 17–18). Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan Publishing House.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
“The Gospel of Luke”

The Gospel of Luke bears the name of the “beloved
physician” (Colossians 4.14) who investigated the sources
and history about Jesus of Nazareth. In the Gospel of
Luke, Luke seeks to reveal to the reader (and hearer) that
this Jesus was in fact, the long-awaited Messiah who has
come to set the world free! As Lutheran scholar Gerhard
Krodel writes:
…the church would be infinitely poorer without Luke’s
magnificent portrait of Jesus and the special traditions
which Luke preserved in his Gospel. The stories of
the prodigal son, the good Samaritan, the rich fool,
the rich man and Lazarus, the Pharisee and the
publican, the birth and infancy narratives…are part of
Luke’s special material and are probably best known
and most treasured in the church.1
You are invited to join us as we study our way through Luke,
exploring these and other stories and themes in Luke’s
Gospel. In the weeks to come, we will study:
Encountering the Demonic: Jesus and the Battle with
Evil
The Stories Jesus Tells (The Parables)
Ethics and the Gospel
The “Hard Heart” and Jesus
Jesus and the Least, Last, and Lost of this World
Luke and the Cross
This study, taught by Pastor Seth, meets on Wednesday
mornings at 7:15 am in the Prayer Chapel and is open to
men and women of all ages. If you don’t know much about
the Bible—this is a perfect place for you! Bring your Bible
(if you don’t have one, we’ll get one for you)!
After the study at approximately 8:00 a.m., those whose
schedule permits, reassemble at Coco’s Restaurant in
Tustin for breakfast and continuing conversation.
You are always welcome as we study the Word of God!

1
Forward by Gerhard Krodel, in Frederick W. Danker. Luke (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1976).

redhillchurch.org

Page 15

Why Sing in Church?

By Jason Harney, Director of Music
We live in a consumer culture. Studies show that young
people in America list ‘consumer’ as one of their primary
identities; I suspect this trend applies to many of the older
generations as well. As a result, it makes some sense that
modern American churches have shifted toward ‘producing’
a church service rather than facilitating congregational
worship. The former is what we derisively called, during
my graduate studies in Worship Leadership, “Worshiptainment”. At Red Hill, we take the view that the congregants
are not here to consume a religious presentation, but rather
to engage actively in worship together. We don’t offer
Worship-tainment, we offer the people of God a place and
a structure to worship Him together. It is important to note
that this philosophy and commitment applies to both our
Classical and Contemporary style services.
As Director of music at Red Hill Lutheran, one of my primary
duties is to prepare and lead the Chancel Choir. And it is
the role of singing in the worship service that I would like to
address in this article. Have you ever wondered why the
choir sits behind the congregation? Why not in front, where
the ‘audience’ can see them? Well that’s the point, isn’t
it? We are so accustomed to musical expression being a
performance that if the choir is in front, the congregation
quickly goes into ‘audience
mode’. Instead, except
for some special Sundays
and occasions, we are
perched comfortably and
inconspicuously in the loft;
this allows us to lend our
voices to the congregational
songs, hymns, and responses. You see, we are simply
worshipping as part of the congregation, albeit in fancy
robes. When we do sing special music or choral anthems,
we are simply worshiping toward the cross. The choral
anthems are not intended to impress an audience (unless
you count the audience of One, to whom all of our worship
is rightly directed), they are intended to worship God, and
hopefully, in the process, edify and inspire those listening.

some people’s voices are naturally more lovely than others,
and some people are more naturally gifted in musical arts,
as with any skill, but what most people need is just a bit
of training and practice, and they can improve vastly in a
very short time.
Music has a mysterious and powerful ability to
speak to our inmost souls. Martin Luther himself
recognized this, and wrote about the importance not
only of music, but specifically of singing together:
When man’s natural ability is whetted and
polished to the extent that it becomes an
art, then do we note with great surprise
the great and perfect wisdom of God in
music, which is, after all, His product and
His gift; we marvel when we hear music
in which one voice sings a simple melody,
while three, four, or five other voices
play and trip lustily around the voice that
sings its simple melody and adorn this
simple melody wonderfully with artistic
musical effects, thus reminding us of a
heavenly dance where all meet in a spirit
of friendliness, caress, and embrace. . .
A person who gives this some thought
and yet does not regard it [music] as a
marvelous creation of God, must be a
clodhopper indeed and does not deserve
to be called a human being; he should be
permitted to hear nothing but the braying
of asses and the grunting of hogs. (Luther,
“Preface to Georg Rhau’s Symphoniae
iucundae,” LW 53, cited by Buszin in
“Luther on Music”)

But enough about the choir, let’s look at the role of you,
the congregation, in worship singing. I truly believe that
God created each of us with musical ‘hard ware’. We are
designed to be musical. The Bible is filled with accounts
of musical worship. From the book of Genesis all the way
until Revelation, a search for the words sing, song, and
music reveal 396 citations (NIV). According to scripture,
the people of God are to be singing to God. Of course, in
my 22 years of teaching vocal music and over a decade
of church leadership, I cannot count the number of times
that I have heard, “You don’t want me in the choir”, or “I
only sing in the shower”, or, (the worst), “I’m tone deaf”.
Let me report that I have instructed thousands of people in
singing over the past quarter century, and I have only met
two people who actually couldn’t match pitch! Of course,
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Our Classical services at Red Hill begin (Prelude) and end
(Sending Song and Postlude) with musical worship, and in
between we sing other hymns, sing responsorially with the
Cantor, listen to choral anthems, solos, or special music,
sing liturgical elements (Alleluia, Sanctus, Lamb of God),
and hear additional music that underscores our liturgical
activities (Offering music and Communion music). The
Contemporary service is similarly formatted to involve
musical worship throughout.

One thing I know for certain is that God wants to hear your
voice. You may not plan to pick up a guitar and join Isaiah’s
band, or to belt out a duet with Marty, but know this: He
created you to worship Him, just as the opening verses
of Psalm 100 tell us, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all
ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness; come before his
presence with singing.” Perhaps you think your singing is
just ‘noise’? That’s okay with God. He just wants you to
be joyful! God absolutely loves the upturned voices of his
children.
So, whether you are singing from the pews, the loft, or with
the worship team, I encourage you to raise your voice with
gusto, strengthened by the Holy Spirit, and, knowing that
you will spend eternity singing God’s praises in heaven,
you might as well start early!
If you want to join the Chancel Choir, Contemporary Worship
Team, or wish to share your musical
talents at Red Hill Lutheran, email
Director of Music, Jason Harney at
jharney@redhillchurch.org.

redhillchurch.org
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A Look Back, A Look Forward

By Isaiah Coughran, Director of Contemporary Music in Worship
2017-2018 has been a wonderful, although fast-paced
year. We were able to bring a lot of music to listening ears
whether on the Tiller Day’s Float that meandered through
downtown Tustin, or on the patio at our Open House, and
last, but not least, the Voice of Red Hill Concert where we
heard the thoughts and prayers of Red Hill Lutheran Church
and School members set to music. It has been an incredibly
rewarding, and creatively demanding year. All that said…
we hope to do it again this year, with you.
The musical theme for the 2018-2019 Year is “Praying the
Psalms”.
A few of the ways you, the congregation, have the
opportunity to partner with us will be as follows:
Write Music for Upcoming Summer 2019 Sermon Series
on the Psalms
The congregation is cordially invited to help re-write Psalms.
No, we are not asking you to rewrite scripture; we are
inviting you to take the words of the Psalmists and creatively
express them in a modern context. The Psalms, given as a
prompt for your lyric writing, will correspond to Pastor Seth’s
Sermon series on the Psalms (8 to be exact), culminating
in their performance on the designated Sunday Mornings,
June – July 2019. More information will be given as we get
closer to the event.
After School Music School for students: September 2018
– May 2019
This class that will meet weekly on Monday afternoons,
3pm – 4:30pm, in Peter’s Parish for personalized musical
instruction on bass, guitar (acoustic and electric) and
drums (I’m working on keyboards – volunteer anyone?).
The class is open to anyone. The only pre-requisite would
be to have an instrument. So… here’s an opportunity for
you… do you have an old instrument lying around that you
could put in someone’s hand? If you do, please consider
donating so that we can provide instruments for students.
This is the number one roadblock for students interested
in music – the upfront cost. Combine that with a student’s
fickle, flip-floppy nature and it’s no wonder why parents don’t
make the commitment to purchase these instruments for
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their students. The other way to partner with us would be to
donate money to purchase instruments that could be loaned
to several students throughout the year. So, you would be
helping to enable students the use of an instrument, while
also providing them free instruction. Together we will be
taking away the major roadblocks that keep students from
participating.
Worship Karaoke Fundraiser: February 2019
We will be working with Mrs. Shelli Haynes, our Youth
and Family Ministry Director, to co-create an evening of
worship that invites church and school members to sing
their favorite worship songs. The Praise Band will learn the
music, members will sing the songs, and Shelli will organize
the fundraiser that will benefit the students attending the
2019 Lutheran National Youth Gathering. A couple ways
you can help:
1. Donate money to the trip
2. Donate your lovely voice to the evening by
singing a few bars with the Praise Band (you know
you want to!)
3. Pray for the trip.
4. Sponsor a student to get up and sing (whether
they want to or not… sheesh, you could even use
it as punishment, but probably not…).
As you can see, there will be plenty going on here in the
Contemporary Worship Ministry in 2018-2019. And, aside
from the ways of getting involved listed above, we’d love
to have you come jump in with us on a Wednesday Night
at rehearsal throughout the year. Because just maybe you
want to see what it might be like to join the worship team?
And, just maybe, you want to see what it might be like to play
your instrument with us! And, just maybe all you engineers
out there have dared to dream about helping us with the
technical side of things – setting up and tearing down the
sound gear, A/V and more. All that can happen. If this either
excites or terrifies you, then please contact Isaiah Coughran
at 714.544.3131 x102 or icoughran@redhillchurch.org and
join us on a Wednesday from 6:30pm – 8:00pm. We’re here
every week. Hope to see you!
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RHLS Music & Performing Arts Program

By Ben Hunter and Dr. Linda Brown, School Music Teachers
Music is an important way for students to learn, express
themselves and praise God. At Red Hill Lutheran School
and Church we have many wonderful musical learning
experiences for our students. Together, Ms. Deana
Occhipinti, Dr. Linda Brown, and Mr. Ben Hunter are helping
students lead transformed lives glorifying God through
music and movement.
We were blessed to have a fabulous Music Camp, titled
“Make a Joyful Noise,” this summer from July 9-13.
Students sang, played instruments, danced and made
instruments all week long, and then created a performance
for parents and friends on Friday afternoon. Special thanks
go to our teachers: Ben Hunter, Bailey Sparks, Hamilton
Sparks, Linda Brown, and aides: Mary Higganbotham,
Nancy Pace, Joshua Branstetter, Lupita Vargaz and Jordan
Sparks who shepherded our 65 attendees through our great
musical experiences.
Returning for her 2nd year at RHLS, Deana Occhipinti
brings both experience and excitement to the RHLS team
of performing arts teachers. As the Performing Arts teacher
for all students (Preschool thru 5th grade), and enrolled
students in her Middle School Electives, Ms. Occhipinti
uses Drama, Dance, and Music, to bring kids out of their
“shells” and closer to GOD, as they explore and develop
their talents. Let your light shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven
(Matthew 5:16).
As the RHLS Performing Arts Teacher, Ms. Occhipinti has
the privilege of teaching students of all ages, in various
capacities. Preschool students (Tiny Tots-Pre-K 5) will see
her once a week for 30 min. All students K-5th grade will
see her once a week for 40 min. Middle School students in
the Drama or NEW Praise and Movement (Dance) electives
will see her twice a week for 70 min. In all classes, the year
starts with focusing on how to be a good audience and
ensemble player, preparing a “safe space” for students to
creatively play, praise and grow in their confidence and skills
as a young artist. Performance opportunities throughout
the year will include: Christmas Programs, Spring Sings,
Grandparent/VIP Day, Bravo Assembly and Pep Rallies.

redhillchurch.org

NEW this year to RHLS, Ms. Occhipinti is joining forces
with Dr. Linda Brown to create an after school musical
theater program, “Gotta Sing! Gotta Dance! Gotta Act!”
This program is still “under construction” but will be an after
school program for elementary age students. Stay tuned
to Red Hill Social Media for further information.
This year, at Red Hill Lutheran School, Choral Music will be
expanded to create individual choirs for each grade level.
For example, both fifth grade classes will meet together
under the direction of Dr. Linda Brown to learn choral music.
Students will learn how to read choral octavo music (it is
confusing!), work together to create a beautiful sound, sing
in harmony, create accompaniments with instruments,
prepare songs for performance in Chapel and school
programs and have fun! Each grade level Kindergarten to
fifth grade will have the same format with weekly rehearsals.
The older choirs will participate in local choir festivals.
There will also be a Middle School Choir that will meet
Tuesdays and Fridays before school from 7:15-8:00am.
This will be a group similar to our wonderful String
Orchestra. There are some very special performances
planned for this group, including a Holiday Dessert Concert
on November 30, 2018.
For those students who attend Red Hill Lutheran Church,
our Children’s Choir rehearsal time will be changed to
follow Sunday School on Sunday morning. We will gather
right after Sunday School, about 11:00, have short snack
break, then sing together until 12:15. Coincidentally, this
rehearsal time syncs with the Adult Bible Study led by Pastor
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Joel Kelley, so parents and
children will have something
special going on at the same
time. The Church Children’s
Choir will sing in one (or both)
of the Worship Services about
once a month, and will also
sing in the Church Fall and
Spring Concerts.
RHLS Instrumental Music with
Mr. Hunter gives students
the opportunity to try different
families of instruments
throughout elementary school so that students have a
better idea of what they may want to pursue in middle
school. RHLS PreK students focus on hand percussion,
pitched percussion tubes known as Boomwhackers,
colored bells, and assorted gathering drums. Each PreK
class has instrumental music once a week for 20 minutes.
Kindergarten and First grade students see Mr. Hunter once
a week for 30 minute classes and use the same instruments
as PreK while adding Orff Xylophones and Metallophones
to the mix. Our K/1 students also begin reading rhythmic
notation and playing fun games to reinforce rhythm at a
young age. Second grade students begin to learn music
notation on the treble clef and focus the year on playing
recorder with once a week instrumental music classes for
30 minute sessions. Our third grade students begin to have
instrumental music twice a week for 30 minutes and focus on
the ukulele, learning chords and how to accompany oneself
while singing. Fourth grade students get the opportunity to
choose violin or cello and form a beginning orchestra for two
40 minute classes a week. Lastly, our fifth grade students
get to choose a beginning band instrument and come to
instrumental music twice a week for 50 minute sessions.
5th grade students choose between Flute, Clarinet, Alto
Saxophone, Trumpet or Trombone. 5th grade students also
begin to get more opportunities outside the school day. The
5th grade classes have the opportunity to join OLu students
in the stands at a football game while playing peptunes
on their new instruments. These students also get the
opportunity later in the year to perform on the Nechita Stage
at OLu’s Youth Arts Festival in March, 2019.
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Middle School Instrumental Music electives include Concert
Band and Handbells, both taught by Mr. Hunter. 4th – 8th
grade students can also enroll in a String Orchestra that
meets before school on Mondays and Thursdays from
7:15-8:00am. All 3 of these ensembles perform at the
RHLS Performances throughout the year but they each
have their own additional performance opportunities.
Handbells attends Concordia University Irvine’s Young
Ringers Handbell Invitational each year. Concert Band and
String Orchestra attend Orange Lutheran High School’s
Youth Instrumental Invitational as well as partake in
various community honor groups. In addition to many other
performance opportunities, Concert Band students will
be joining other schools on September 15th to perform
the National Anthem at an Angels Game. Don’t miss
this amazing opportunity and fundraiser for our department.
Tickets are being sold until Sunday, August 26th for $25
each. This is the RHLS Concert Band’s largest fundraiser
each year and an excellent community day for both RHL
Church and School. Please join us!
We are blessed with a vibrant music program, growing
stronger every day aiming to praise and honor our Lord in
every way!
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Happy New Year RHLS!

By Lori Browne, Director of Admissions
The 2018-2019 school year opened with 321 students in Kindergarten through 8th grade at Red
Hill Lutheran School. This represents a record high enrollment, increasing from 306 students
the prior year. We welcomed 21 new kindergarteners and 29 new 1st through 8th grade students
to our school family. Our commitment to small class sizes and being able to teach Biblical truths
and principles were the primary reasons families chose RHLS. Our maximum classes size are:
K-1st grade: 20 students per class
2nd-5th grade: 22 students per class
6th-8th grade: 26 students per class
Preschool enrollment is strong under the leadership of Mrs. Annie Caamano, with 110 beautiful
preschoolers joining us for two-day (Tues/Thurs), three-day (Mon/Wed/Fri) or five-day spaces.
Our preschool teachers create a wonderful, nurturing environment where their students quickly
learn they are loved and valued. Lessons are taught in a fun, engaging way in order to encourage
Mrs. Browne meeting
participation, curiosity and a love of learning.
parents on the first day of
school
In an effort to get our families connected and off to a good start in school, there have been Meet
the Teacher Days, Preschool Back to School Night, Family Meet and Greets, teaming of new
and returning students, popsicle parties, and more. We are planning for a wonderful Welcome Back BBQ on Friday,
September 7th, and all are welcome to attend. Please contact me if you have questions, or would like to schedule a
school tour, at LBrowne@redhillschool.org.

Dr. Marquardt greeting kids on the
first day of school!

The first day of the new school year is always filled with a lot of excitement and hustle and bustle!

Gathering before the day begins

redhillchurch.org
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Red Hill Lutheran School: Transformed
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal

In support of our continuous school improvement plan, Red
Hill Lutheran School intentionally sets yearly objectives
designed to enrich students’ spiritual and academic
development. These goals integrate our accreditation
Expected Student Learning Results (ESLRs); our church
and school Bible verse and theme; and our teacher
professional development.
For the 2018-2019 school year, the focus goal for our
dual accreditation with the National Lutheran School
Accreditation (NLSA) and Western Association of Schools
and Colleges (WASC) is the following:
Responsible Citizens
Students will demonstrate integrity and responsibility as
they work to become good citizens.
Students will…
• Show courtesy and respect for the rights of others.
• Evaluate social and ethical issues biblically.
• Obey and respect authority.
• Be self-disciplined and capable of accepting
responsibility.
• Identify and articulate thoughts and feelings.
• Live a lifestyle of character, leadership, service,
stewardship, and worship.
God’s perfect plan aligned these objectives with the church
and school Bible verse this year. In Romans 12:2, the
Apostle Paul says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.”
At RHLS, we want our students to know that while they are
in the world, they are not of the world. We hope to develop
in them the Christian Worldview through our thoughtful
integration of biblical truths and principles into all of our
lessons. It is our prayer that our students will develop a
sense of philanthropy and compassion for others and
shine as lights against darkness. We hope they will be
TRANSFORMED by the power of the Holy Spirit this school
year.

learning.
In support of this endeavor in the 2018-2019, teachers will
focus on two major targets this year: Project-Based Learning
and Whole Brain Teaching.
Project-Based Learning is a learning experience where
students engage in a meaningful, integrated curricular unit
that has a real-world application. Over the years, RHLS
students have done many projects which led to the redesign
of the middle school science lab, the purchase of Automatic
External Defibrillators, and support for the Orange County
Rescue Mission, to name a few.
RHLS is blessed to have Heather Wolpert-Gawron (awardwinning teacher, author, blogger) present to our teachers on
Project-Based Learning in order to prepare them to support
students in lessons that impact the world. Her association
with Mrs. Tarkoff and the UCI Writing Project has proven
to be a valuable resource for the school.
Just as we hope for our students to transform our world for
Christ, teachers will practice strategies that will transform
their teaching. Whole Brain Teaching capitalizes on
teaching the way God designed the brain to learn by
activating both sides of students’ brains in order to build
stronger connections. RHLS is blessed with amazing and
talented teachers who dedicate themselves to continual
improvement, study and certification. This fall training will
be delivered by our very own first grade teacher, Mrs.
Jamie Hernandez; middle school science teacher, Mr.
Mark Wakita; resource teacher, Mrs. Carla Chun; and
assistant principal, Mrs. Lisa Tarkoff. This Thanksgiving,
Mrs. Hernandez will transform other Lutheran Educators’
teaching practices when she presents at the Lutheran
Educators Conference.
It is our hope and prayer this year that both teachers and
students will be transformed through the power of the Holy
Spirit, renewing their minds, so that their good works will
shine and be a light to others.

In order for Red Hill Lutheran teachers to be equipped
to guide students in this mission, the school has made
a firm commitment to providing teachers with the most
current, researched-based professional development
opportunities. We believe Proverbs 18:15, which says, “An
intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the
wise seeks knowledge.” Teachers at RHLS enthusiastically
embrace professional growth and development, because
they know that we all are designed to continually grow and
learn. This growth mindset is something that is modeled
to students in the hope to encourage a lifelong love of
Page 22
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Mrs. Lisa Tarkoff and Project Based Learning

Heather Wolpert-Gawron

Teacher In Training Service

redhillchurch.org

Page 23

A New (Virtual) World for RHLS Middle School
By Mr. Mark Wakita, Middle School Science Teacher

“Yes,” said the Lord Digory. “Its inside is bigger than its outside.”
“Yes,” said Queen Lucy. “In our world too, a stable once had something inside it that was bigger than our
whole world.” C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle
Virtual Reality, or VR, surrounds the user in an environment different from their current environment. (think
of the movie Ready Player One). Augmented Reality, or AR, superimposes user-created content on top of
real environments, like Pokémon Go. XR is a catch-all term for both.
For the 2018-19 school year, middle school students at RHLS will have a unique opportunity to set foot in
the virtual world. As a Fellow of the ImmersED group (tasked with expanded educational application of VR/
AR/XR), I, together with RHLS will have access to the newest technology in VR/AR.
Imagine students being able to “shrink down” into a cell to see lipids and proteins up close. Alternatively,
how about getting the chance to meet and run experiments with the father of electromagnetism, Michael
Faraday? Beyond science, students can also take a virtual trip to see how French royalty lived as they are
“transported” to one of the gilded rooms in the Palace at Versailles. For the arts, students can take a walk
in Van Gogh’s The Night Café, walking around each table until they see the artist himself (from his selfportrait). Students can also take an augmented reality lesson on dance and learn to Salsa in any room of
their house.
For the middle school students of RHLS for 2018-19, the world is about to get a whole lot bigger.
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Robotics and Engineering at RHLS
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal

A November 2017 study by the McKinsey Global Institute
found that up to 800 million global workers (about 1/5 of the
global workforce) will be replaced by robotic automation by
the year 2030.  Here at RHLS, our mission is to develop,
nurture, and equip students to positively impact their world
for Jesus Christ.  So how do we, as educators, prepare
and instruct tomorrow’s Christian leaders?  One way is by
offering courses that address tomorrow’s needs.
It seems like only
yesterday that we
introduced a new
middle school robotics
program featuring a
dedicated robotics
lab, new programming
PC’s, and 12 industry
standard robotics
kits.  In actuality, this
all happened one
year ago, and what a
success our first year was!  During the RHLS Open House
in May, students exhibited their 12-station automated
factory assembly line to a classroom full of captivated
parents and students!  Over the course of the year, student
groups masterfully completed 10 different design, build,
and programming challenges.  Of the nine eighth graders
enrolled in robotics last year, six are now confidently entering
a high school robotics or engineering track to continue to
pursue and explore this newfound passion!  Clearly, robotics
has made an impact on RHLS in 2018!

manufacturing.  While there, students will be treated to a
personalized tour of the facility!
The sun has set on a hot summer and middle school students
once again bless the hallways of RHLS!  Now, a new cohort
of aspiring engineers have began their journey in our Intro
to Robotics course, Robotics-1.  While those students are
busy exploring the design process and basics of automation,
many of last year’s novice engineers have enrolled in a
brand new Advanced Robotics course, Robotics-2, with
real world elements of proposals, budgeting, resource
procurement, and client presentation.  We are also currently
in contact with various local Lutheran Middle Schools to
develop student partnerships and organize inter-school
engineering challenges.  It’s incredibly exciting, and wholly
driven by the fervent support of the robotics program from
RHLS students and families!
That brings us back to our mission of developing, nurturing,
and equipping students to positively impact their world for
Jesus Christ!  The Bible tells us in 1 Peter 4, “As each has
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards
of God’s varied grace”.   At RHLS, we will continue to work
tirelessly to support students as they discover and grow
their many talents and gifts to His ultimate glory!

We are presently preparing to embark on year two of our
robotics program.  Under the passionate leadership and
instruction of RHLS middle school Math teacher, Mr. Matt
Smith, there are some incredibly exciting opportunities on
the horizon.  While this issue of The Vine is at print, Mr. Smith
is leading a first-ever robotics Summer Boot Camp.  The
weeklong intensive was geared towards incoming
5th through 8th graders, and designed to challenge all
comers, from novice engineers to experienced builders and
programmers.  The summer class, capped at 16 students
to maximize instructional quality, filled quickly and had a
waiting list of eager students.  The summer session will
culminate with a
field trip to Denso
Robotics in Long
Beach.  Denso
Robotics is the
world’s largest
manufacturer of
small assembly
robots, with
an emphasis
in automotive
redhillchurch.org
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RHLS Parent Teacher Fellowship
By Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal

We are pleased to announce that we will be reconstituting
the RHLS Parent-Teacher Fellowship (PTF). We are
blessed to have Mrs. Michelle Napier and Mrs. Jamie
Elser lead this process and organization. Mrs. Napier, a
wife (husband Brandt) and mother of two girls (Reese-3rd,
Hayden-4th), with over 20 years of experience in education,
most recently having taught 2nd grade here at RHLS will be
wearing a new hat next year as a full time homemaker.  This
will allow her this opportunity to work closer with the many
inspiring and influential parents here at RHLS to continue
to energize and build our RHLS community. Mrs. Elser has
been providing leadership of this year’s school events and
working in our school office.  Mrs. Elser also has two girls
(Elise-Preschool, Emory-2nd) and is excited to have this
opportunity to work alongside Mrs. Napier.
In addition to Mrs. Napier and Mrs. Elser serving as CoPresidents, the PTF Leadership Board includes:
VP of Events: Mrs. Katie Tancredi (Harper-1st, KennedyPreschool)
VP of Awesome: Mrs. Johanna Crooker (Brandon-1st)
VP of Fundraising: Mrs. Chantey Darling (Cambria-7th,
Cheyenne-5th, Kinsley-2nd, Calais-K)
Secretary: Mrs. Claire Markovsky (Madison-1st)
Treasurer: Mrs. Ashley Coleman (Kinsley & BeckettPreschool)

Mrs. Napier, husband Brandt, daughters Reese and Hayden.

We are excited to have this group of RHLS parents, who
represent all grade levels (Preschool, Primary, and Middle
School), begin to build our PTF organization. These parents
will be meeting and planning throughout the 2018-19 school
year. Please join me in welcoming them and being open to
their communications and requests of you to help continue
to build our RHLS Christian Educational community.

Mrs. Elser and daughters Elise and Emory
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Transforming Preschoolers Into Lifelong Learners
By Annie Caamano, Preschool Director

For many children, preschool is their first experience in a
school setting. RHLS preschool understands the importance
of building the whole child and working in partnership with
the families we serve to help transform our children into
lifelong learners. Preschool should be a meaningful and
joyful experience in which children develop to grow in
all areas – spiritually, academically, physically, mentally,
emotionally, and socially at a pace that’s right for them.
Because we recognize the importance of social emotional
readiness as a strong foundation, we strive to guide the
children through identifying and processing their emotions
in a healthy manner. We work with our preschoolers to
help them cultivate communication skills vital to their
future success by creating stimulating environments
that will strengthen their language development, social
development, problem solving abilities, memory logic and
ability to cope with new situations.
What parents can do to help prepare their children for
preschool success are:
•

Bring your child to school rested and wide
awake.

•

Bring them happy and unhurried.

•

Children should be comfortably dressed in
clothes suitable for hands-on learning both
indoors and outdoors.

•

Be on time, both at the beginning and at the
conclusion of your child’s day. When children
begin on time with their classmates, they feel
more comfortable and have a better “sense”
of the total program, which maximizes the
learning process.

•

Pack a healthy lunch.

•

Ask them about their day at school.

•

Remind them that teachers and parents work
together in partnership.

Children are always growing. During these times of
transformation, children learn from their missteps as well
as their successes. With family and school support we can
help develop a future lifelong learner.

redhillchurch.org
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Fall More In Love With Children’s Ministry
By Carmen Gogosha, First Look Coordinator

Each day our kids are being transformed by what their
experiences and relationships. Youth and Family Ministry
wants to be a positive influence and partner with you in your
children’s earliest stages of life! First Look is our ministry
for kids zero to 5 years old. We will continue to use Orange
curriculum which allows us to “Engage kids, partner with
parents and equip volunteers.” Every month has a theme
with a single memory verse and point we want the kids to
know. We engage kids through activities that relate to the
theme. We partner with parents by giving them tools on how
they can interact with their child to reinforce the monthly
theme at home, in the car, in play, at meals and bedtime.
We equip volunteers with semi-annual trainings and weekly
connections via email.
This year we will promote the theme and family partnering
through slides shown during announcements. We will
connect with families via emails on a consistent basis.
In order to continue to make connections with RHLS we
are looking for interesting and innovative ways to connect
with leaders, parents, and children! We will attend Meet
the Teacher, Back to School Night and Open House.
RHL Preschool will be a major focus as we connect with
teachers to see how we can assist parents during this stage
of life. Leading preschool chapels during the year lends to
connections with the kids.

This September Youth and Family Ministry will host a
playdate in the park for our 3-5-year-old friends from church
and school. This is a great event for parents to connect
with other parents experiencing the same stage of life. It
is comforting to be able to share joys and concerns with
parents and know that you are not alone. This will be a fun,
free event and we want to see many new faces. Be on the
lookout for specifics in the upcoming weeks.
An exciting new change for Sunday mornings will be
implementing an on-line check-in system, using Realm. This
will offer added security so we know who is on campus on
Sunday mornings. Red Hill promotes a safe and wonderful
environment for people of all ages to explore and grow in
their relationship with God and discover how they are gifted
and uniquely equipped to live out their lives in service to
Him and others! YFM places the utmost value on safety
enabling our littlest friends to learn and explore with fun
and creativity!
For parents with zero to 2 year olds, we offer childcare
during both services on Sunday mornings. Our nursery is
open beginning at 8:00am. We are located in room 11 and
have several young lady volunteers who are trained in CPR
and First Aid. During the 10:00am service, we implement
our First Look curriculum. September 9th is our annual
Orange Opening Day, and you are encouraged to stop
by after church to meet the staff and see how the nursery
might be a good fit for your young child to attend while you
enjoy Worship.

Scenes from Orange opening Day in 2017!
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Youth and Family Ministry

By Shelli Haynes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
This year’s theme of transformation certainly rings true in
Youth and Family Ministry! After three years as Director,
Mrs. Jennifer Brenner has heeded God’s leading to teach
at a charter school in Santa Ana, teaching students, many
of whom are first in their families to attend college. We are
celebrating with her as she explores God’s design for this
new ministry!
God has been at work since before this was known to us,
as He always is, and brought me to Red Hill last year. I
will be stepping into the role of Director and we are looking
forward to the fall with so much excitement!
One of the most exciting things we are looking forward to
in YFM is the upcoming 2019 National Youth Gathering
(NYG)! This event brings together more than 25,000 high
school students and leaders, as well as a corp of Young
Adult volunteers that numbers more than 3,000! This NYG
is part “pre-heavenly-reunion” of believers, part “mission
trip”, and part “deep Bible learning event”! Plus, it’s so much
fun!! The trip happens next July and we will be welcoming
all current 8th – 12th grade students to sign up and gear
up for this adventure! You might notice us asking you to
help send us to the NYG in Minneapolis through some fun
fundraising events! This fall, we will kick off our efforts with
a Goodwill Bin Drive on September 22, 9am -3pm. Could
you look through your closets, bookshelves, garage, and
storage units for any gently used items? On the day of
the bin drive, please come to RHL and drop off your items
right into the Goodwill bin and you will be on your way!
Goodwill will pay RHL for each full bin they receive! So
you get to send students to NYG by decluttering your own
home! WIN-WIN!!
Our Middle and High school students will continue to
grow in faith, fun, and fellowship this fall in small groups,
fun activities, service, and Bible study. One transforming
change we are stepping into this fall is to dig a little deeper

into the sermon text in our Bible study and small group time,
following the theme of the sermons each week. This has
big application for families: as we partner with parents and
grandparents in encouraging deep faith in our young people,
it helps us to be thinking and studying the same things. Our
prayer is that parents and grandparents would pray about
how to model this faith life at home as church and home
seek to support each other in this most important endeavor!
This Fall, look for some really fun and creative ways our
children and littlest friends will be learning more about God
and His abundant love for them! Our Sunday morning
ministry areas are gearing up for fabulous and interactive
lessons that will seek to purposefully engage the whole
family in learning and growing! If you aren’t part of the
conversation Please connect with Shelli Haynes (shaynes@
redhillchurch.org). We don’t want anyone to miss out!

Youth and Family Ministry Director, Shelli Haynes, giving a Family
Time message during 10:00am worship.

The awesome 2016 National Youth Gathering!

redhillchurch.org
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Church Membership: We Are the Body of Christ!
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

A few years ago I was asked by a regular attendee about
membership at Red Hill. Interestingly, he told me that
membership wasn’t necessary—if he attends a church (and
he had been “shopping” around for a while) then that is his
church. He added: “I do not even think membership is in
the Bible—why should I be a member of a church?” What
would your answer be?
Is the word “membership” in scripture? Not in the way
we normally define the word. The early church consisted
of groups of believers committed to Jesus and one
another even to the point of death! This is the Biblical
understanding of “membership.” Pastor and author Ed
Stetzer, commenting on the resistance of some Christians
to church membership, writes:
In the New Testament, people in churches are
recognized as being in some sort of community. It’s
just that the reality is how community is expressed
in Scripture has fallen on hard times over the last
couple of thousand years. Membership is often
misunderstood, misapplied or not applied at all.
Why do we encourage church membership at Red
Hill? Church membership properly understood reflects
commitment beyond ourselves. Church membership is not
an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a club,” or now “I am
due religious goods and services,’ rather, membership is a
scriptural expression of covenant; a personal commitment
to a particular community in order to grow in faith and serve
our Lord and His people. Additionally, we believe in church
membership because:
Membership Reflects What the Church Is
One of the primary metaphors of the church in Scripture
is the human “body.” Just as a body cannot afford one of
its “members” saying, “I don’t need this body,” neither can
Jesus’ “body.” Again, quoting Stetzer, he believes that
“too many churches or Christian gatherings look like piles
of dismembered body parts, not a body knit together as
God’s agent, his body, his kingdom, at work in the world.
To reject the value of membership is to deny what God has
already established in fact.”
Membership is Biblical
The Scriptures speak a great deal about our need for spiritual
authority (See Hebrews 13:7, 13:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:1012). Unlike our culture that questions any type of authority,
and views such authority as limiting our “freedom,” the New
Testament sees true, Biblical authority as a primary means
for our freedom. The letters of Paul particularly, considered
a believer’s incorporation into a local church community as
indispensable to spiritual maturing and discipleship. In fact,
removing a person from “membership” in a local church
family was Paul’s ultimate means of church discipline.
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God has created us in such a way that we need the guidance
and stability that only a larger community and the spiritual
authority of leadership within a local church can provide.
This leads us to a third consideration:
Membership Serves as an Anchor of Stability
Being part of a church family and community will help you to
remain faithful when bad times, fatigue and disappointments
come your way. I will never forget what Rick Warren at
Saddleback Church said during a conference I attended.
He said that someone once told him that they didn’t need a
local church; that he was a member of the “spiritual, invisible
church.” Rick said, “Well, when you are sick, dying, or in
need, then the spiritual and invisible church can come and
meet your needs and visit you!” Honest and true! The
issue of stability; not jumping from one church to another,
is a critical discipleship issue.
Becoming a Member of Red Hill Lutheran Church: “New
Member Class: 101”
If you are not a member of a church, is God calling you to
commit to a church family where you can grow, serve, and
be a part of God’s plan to redeem and reconcile this world?
Or, maybe you are not a Christian? Perhaps you have been
searching and questioning and desiring to connect with God
in your life? The good news is God wants you!
If you are considering becoming a Christian or joining Red
Hill as a follower of Jesus, or if you have questions about
Christianity or the church, you are invited to join us for the
next “Class 101.” Class 101 is a 21/2 hour class offered
quarterly, which examines the core teachings of the Bible,
the Christian faith, the Lutheran understanding of the faith,
and what it means to be a member of this particular body
of believers.
The next “Class 101” will be on Sunday, September
16th, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Christian Life
Center (CLC). Registration for the class can be made on
Sundays by marking your Worship Response Card or by
calling/emailing Donna Kunz, at 714-544-3131 ext.100 or
dkunz@redhillchurch.org. Registration closes Wednesday
September 12th.
As this class is in many ways an “adult Confirmation class,”
even if you are a member of Red Hill and would like to learn
more about our faith, and/or spend some time reviewing our
core beliefs, you are welcome to attend!
One of the goals of the 101 class is to enable those new to
the church to meet others and begin the life of discipleship
and personal connecting here at Red Hill. You do not have
to join the church after this class but, on the other hand, we
would love to have you at the same time!
Mark your calendars now and plan to join us. We are looking
forward to seeing you!
The Vine

Baptism at Red Hill
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

Martin Luther said this about Baptism:
Indeed if I had the matter under my control, I would
not want God speak to me from heaven or appear
to me, but I would want—and my daily prayers are
directed to this end—that I might have the proper
respect and true appreciation for the gift of Baptism.
So true! Baptism is the beginning of a life that is dedicated
to Jesus and Jesus’ teachings and ways. It is through
Baptism that God comes to us and washes us, joining us
to Jesus Christ and to Jesus’ church.
Are you interested in Baptizing your child? Are you
interested in being Baptized yourself? Perhaps you just
have some questions about Christian Baptism; what it is
and what it’s about? If you answered yes to any of these
questions, you are invited to take the next steps for Baptism
at Red Hill.
Contact Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor, Donna
Kunz, at the Church Office: 714-544-3131 ext.100 or
dkunz@redhillchurch.org. You will then be sent a Baptism
packet which includes:

*A letter from Pastor Seth, outlining the Baptism process.
*Two booklets: “Welcome to the Family” and “A Word to My
Sponsor” (God Parents).
*A Baptism registration form.
You are asked to read through these resources and share
them with your prospective sponsors. Complete the
registration form and bring it with you when you meet with
me, which is the next step.
After reading the materials, contact Donna at the Church
Office to make an appointment to meet with me.
During your meeting with the Pastor, he will provide an
overview of Christian Baptism and the Service of Holy
Baptism as administered in the Lutheran Church, as well as
an opportunity to ask any questions you may have from the
readings. After this meeting, the Baptism can be scheduled
during one of the two Sunday morning Worship services.
(Sponsors are welcome to attend the meeting, but it is not
mandatory).
If you have any questions, contact Donna Kunz at the church
office. May our Lord guide you in this significant step in
your Christian life!

The Hustedt, Keegan and Thorman Families

redhillchurch.org
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Congregational Care, Prayer and Share
By Rev. Dr. Seth Britton

As we begin another ministry year, the spiritual, emotional,
and physical care of our congregation will continue to be
one of our highest priorities. The goal of the Congregational
Care ministry at Red Hill is to provide spiritual care for those
facing life’s challenges, and to equip our faith community
to express mercy and care for one another.
In times of crisis, grief, transition, and confusion, we believe
and trust that God is with us and will never abandon us.
God works through His church, empowering us to be His
hands and hearts that reach out to others. The Pastors,
staff and volunteers of our church, will offer appropriate
care, prayer, and support for you through the difficult and
painful moments of life. Here are the ways that our church
will care for you:

Pastoral Care
Often, difficult and painful times of life happen suddenly.
At other times, we may know in advance that a life-change
or challenge is approaching. You are encouraged to call
the Church Office (Pastor) when:
•

You are anticipating or have experienced the death
of someone near to you.

•

You or someone in your family is sick, hospitalized,
and/or will be having surgery
(Hospital/home visitations).

•

A child is born. We can visit in order to welcome and
bless this new life and gift from God!

•

You are struggling with a significant decision about
health care and faith.

•

You lose a job, home, important relationship, and/or
facing a significant transition in your life.

•

You are deeply questioning your faith.
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In addition to meeting with one of the Pastors to explore your
situation and needs, we also have referrals to competent,
Christian Counselors and other resources for longer-term
counseling or spiritual direction.
Deacon Ministry Team
At Red Hill, we desire to be a church that expresses mercy
and care for others—inside and outside our church. While
every Christian is considered a priest (1 Peter 2.9) and is
expected to offer mercy to their neighbor, historically the
church has called, trained, and set-aside, certain leaders
who have spiritual gifts of mercy. In the New Testament,
these leaders were known as Deacons, taken from the
Greek word, diakonos, which means “servant.” These
servants, or Deacons, were charged with caring for the
needs of the local church through acts of mercy and
kindness.
At Red Hill, the responsibilities of the Deacon Team are:
• Visitation of our members who are
hospitalized and/or homebound; Bringing
Holy Communion to those who are unable to
attend weekly Worship at Red Hill.
• Anointing with Holy Oil and praying with and
for those who are in need of prayer for any
reason.
• Sitting with someone and talking about life
issues and challenges such as losing a job,
a difficult relationship, or significant changes
in one’s life.
• With staff assistance and church resources,
helping church members with possible
financial needs and concerns.
If you would like to serve as a Deacon, you are invited
to join the Deacon Team on Sunday, September 30th,
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Christian Life Center
(CLC). After the meeting, if you desire to move forward,
the next step will be a personal interview with Pastor
Seth. Upon successful completion of the interview,
you will be installed as a Deacon.
If you have any questions about Congregational Care, need
a Deacon to connect with you, or would like to serve in this
ministry you can contact: Pastor Seth Britton at 714-5443131 ext.110/sbritton@redhillchurch.org, or Donna Kunz,
Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor Donna Kunz at
714-544-3131 etx.100/dkunz@redhillchurch.org.
Red Hill Care Counsel Team
When a quality of life or life threatening medical diagnosis is
received, many of us are traumatized by two emotions: fear
and denial. At Red Hill, we have a team of knowledgeable
and compassionate people to help empower our church
members to make more informed decisions as consumers
of medical care.
The Vine

By asking the Red Hill Care Counsel Team for assistance
with sorting out issues, we can advise you as to how you
may gain insight into maximizing your health care benefits,
obtain a second opinion at a center of excellence and assist
you with helpful tips when talking with your doctors.
If you have any questions about Red Hill Care Counsel,
contact: Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor Donna
Kunz at dkunz@redhillchurch.org.

Cordon of Prayer. This “prayer chain” has been an
instrument of intercessory petitions at Red Hill for 47 years!
Current members receive prayer requests via email, praying
daily for those in need. Prayer requests for the Cordon
of Prayer can be communicated to the church office by
contacting Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant to the Senior
Pastor at 714.544.3131 ext.100 or dkunz@redhillchurch.
org, who will then forward the requests to the Cordon.
Please note that all prayer groups abide by rules of
confidentiality.
If you would like to join either the Prayer Team or Cordon of
Prayer, contact the church office You could be used by God
to ensure that our congregation is a congregation that cares!
We are thankful for, and blessed by, those who faithfully
support their faith community through the use of our
congregational care and prayer ministries!

“Flower Ministry”
Every Sunday, flowers are given by Red Hill members in
honor or memory of an important person in their lives. After
Worship, Sheila Feher and Sarah Chamberlain take those
flowers to the homes and hospitals of those facing illness
and at times, celebrations of life.
Prayer and Care
Red Hill Lutheran Church offers a variety of opportunities
for you to share prayer requests for yourself and for those
dear to you. Additionally, these are also opportunities for
you to open your heart and offer prayers to support our
members and friends at Red Hill.
Worship Response Cards. The reverse side allows you
the choice of having your prayers requests included in the
weekly Worship folder/and/or forwarded to our Prayer Team
or restricted to pastoral prayer.
Compassion in Action. Submit your prayer requests of
the form found in the pew rack (unsigned if you desire)
and place it in the basket as you come forward for Holy
Communion. If you desire, you can take one from the
basket and pray for that individual. Any remaining forms
are given to the Prayer Team.
Prayer Team. A group of dedicated Red Hill members meet
each week to pray together, and pray daily in support of
those listed above.

redhillchurch.org
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An Opportunity to Create a Slice of “Heaven on Earth”

By Angela Calderon, Director of Biblical Community
Do you ever think about what heaven on earth would be
I’ve been asleep, head in the sand
like? The Merriam-Webster’s definition is: a very pleasant
Watching the time just ticking
or enjoyable place or situation Example: “We spent our
Clock runs around, days in and out
vacation in a real heaven on earth”. The time we spent
Can’t really call it living
together was heaven on earth.
We all want to be happy, but we’re not all sure why. As C.S.
Lewis would tell us, it’s because we were made for another
world. We were made for a better world. Do you ever wish
there could be such a place, where everybody knows your
name and the stresses of daily living could just melt away?
It’s difficult to escape the attacks on our minds and souls
in our daily lives but at Red Hill, through our Biblical
Community and Hospitality, we hope to create a space
that is a respite from the external worries, if only for a short
while. A place to be filled again with the hope only Jesus can
give, reminding us that we aren’t lost, we just aren’t home
yet. We want everyone to feel that no matter what level of
belief or doubt fills their hearts and minds throughout the
week, they can come to Red Hill and know they are safe
to share what they are experiencing without judgement or
condemnation, resting in the knowledge that God never
intends for us to stay stuck in unhappy experiences. God
can use whatever the circumstance, provided we trust his
Word and are willing to seek His Way.
When we seek to fully know who Jesus is, we begin to
understand ways He can use our brokenness and our joys to
help us be built up and strengthened or to share our success
with others who could use that same encouragement.
God speaks to me often through song, it may not be the
perfect theology but certain lyrics touch my heart and I
believe it is God nudging me for something more. One
such song is by Stars Go Dim - entitled, yep you guessed
it, “Heaven on Earth.” I share the words here, what do you
hear?

Somewhere I let light go dark
But here’s where my new story starts
(chorus)
Take my life and let it be
Set on fire for all to see
Break me down, build me up again
Don’t leave me the way I’ve been
Take my heart into your hands
Come and finish what you began
‘til I seek your kingdom first
‘til I shine, shine
Like heaven on earth
Like heaven on earth
I want to wake, I want to see
All of the ways You’re moving
Show me the need, ‘cause I wanna be
a part of what You’re doing
In my heart let kingdom come
Not my will but Yours be done
Help me move when I should move
Help me rest when I should rest
Help me give what I should give
All of me, nothing less
Help me speak with grace and truth
Help me fight for those who can’t
Help me love the way You love
Never holding nothing back 1
Is God asking you to be brave? To reach out and trust Him?
To move or speak with grace and truth, never holding back?
Remind yourself, you are more than the sum of your highs
and lows. Seek to know who God says you are and then
hold onto that, no matter what you hear the world around
you saying.
1
Publishing: © Word Music, LLC (ASCAP). Administered by WB
Music Corp. Meaux Jeaux Music / Da Bears Da Bears Da Bears Music (SESAC).
Administered by Capitol CMG Music Publishing. Writer(s): Jeff Pardo, Chris
Cleveland https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhCzzQQNnLA
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To be known, it is important to connect by finding a small
group to spend regular consistent time with, through topical
study, service or fellowship. To know God, you must
make time to learn through classes and sermons. Being
committed and consistent puts you on the path to change
your heart and mind so you can shine, “like heaven on
earth”. I challenge you to seek ways you can take your
first step at Red Hill.
.
Upcoming Opportunities for Connection:
Holy Yoga - Sept 6th - 27th at 7:00pm
“Receiving the Love of Christ”
CLC - Performing Arts Room
$7 per class, Beginners, slow flow, all levels welcome!
Michelle Palmer will lead us through gentle postures set
to scripture and contemporary Christian music to relieve
stress, increase balance and strengthen muscles. Previous
prepaid cards will be honored. Contact Michelle directly if
you have any questions at 949-535-0306 or via email at
1tealady@gmail.com

Thursdays beginning Sept 13, 5:30-6:45pm, CLC
Small Group series led by Jen Colon
“Gathering the stones that will help your Giants Fall”
We all have giants in our lives at some point. Call it what
you want: challenges, struggles, strongholds...But the tiny
stones of faith can be used by our mighty God! Let’s get at
it and watch the giants fall! This is a call to action! Someday
is today. What has the Lord put on your heart as the first
step to conquer your present giant? “The Lord will conquer
your enemies when they attack you. They will attack you
from one direction, but they will scatter from you in seven!”
Deuteronomy 28:7 NLT Contact acalderon@redhillchurch.
org for more details.

worship and three teaching sessions) begins at 8:30 and
concludes at 3:00 p.m. and includes a one hour lunch break.
Beth’s mission is to lead women into richer, more fulfilling
relationships with God through biblical literacy--guiding
believers to love and to live God’s Word. This year’s topic
is “God’s Faithfulness.”
Join us as we open our hearts to make new connections with
the women of Red Hill. Beth Moore’s desire for this event is
that “Christ would make Himself known to you in ways that
reveal how intimately you are known by Him. And loved by
Him. And valued by Him. And desired by Him.”
Tickets are on sale. Contact Joanna Moore, jhilton2423@
gmail.com or (949) 677-7271 for more information.

We also have various men’s and women’s small group
meetings as well as monthly service group opportunities.
Reach out to me directly for more information about these
opportunities and more. You may reach me at (714) 8783274.

Beth Moore Live Simulcast
Sept 15th - Topic “God’s Faithfulness”
8:30 am - 3:00 pm (includes continental breakfast and
lunch)
CLC - Fellowship Hall
Red Hill Lutheran Church is excited to participate in this
year’s 20th Anniversary Simulcast for Living Proof Live in
partnership with LifeWay featuring author and Bible teacher
Beth Moore. The event will be held in the Christian Life
Center on Saturday, September 15th. Doors open at 8:00
a.m. for a continental breakfast. The program (featuring
redhillchurch.org
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New Fiscal Year and Pledge Campaign
By Pastor Joel Kelly

As we begin another ministry year at the church and school,
we also begin another fiscal year. The congregation of Red
Hill Lutheran continues to generously support the ministry
of our church through regular, sacrificial, Biblical giving.
Because of your generosity, we finished the 2017-18 fiscal
year with a surplus of over $15,000 in anticipated giving to
the general fund – praise God!
Historically, we’ve used prior year giving to help us
anticipate giving for the next fiscal year. While this has
served as a useful metric to help us plan, we also realize that
Biblical giving is not really a financial issue – it’s a spiritual
one. Believers are to give because God commands it, and
believers are to give as a sign that we trust God to provide
all that we need in this life. God uses the faithful giving of
His people to bless others and change lives—providing for
people’s needs. As Christians, giving reflects our values,
as well as our desire to participate in God’s mission in the
world. Jesus said it this way: “For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also”.
As such, we did something that hasn’t been done for over
two decades at Red Hill – we asked our members and
committed givers to make a pledge for the 2018-19 fiscal
year. Since this hasn’t been a part of our church culture
in recent history, we weren’t really sure how it would be
received. However, we were flooded with responses from
people making a personal commitment to support the
mission and ministry of our church through their financial
giving. Again, praise God! We had well over 100 families
respond with pledged giving of almost $600,000. That’s over
half our annual budget! In total, these pledges averaged an
increase of giving of almost 10% annually. So if someone
gave $2500 in 2017-18, they pledged $2750 in 2018-19.
This reflects how seriously our congregation took the
invitation to prayerfully consider their giving and then take
the next step in being obedient with their finances.
The truth is, God knows we are naturally inclined to be selfish
and will want to keep our money for ourselves. So while,
yes, we should give willingly and cheerfully, sometimes we
need to take a step out of our comfort zone and actually
give regardless of our internal feelings. The act of giving
allows God to change our hearts so that ultimately we end
up doing so cheerfully. Many of us, if we let our natural
minds decide how much to give, would likely opt for a lot
less than 10% - the Biblical tithe. Having a standard keeps
us accountable.
But for some, tithing seems out of reach. My son recently
started a new job at Chick-fil-A. While he’s had jobs in the
past, this was the first time he was making some pretty good
money for an 18-year old. Upon getting his first paycheck,
I sat down with him and gave him the “dad” talk about the
importance of managing his money, including tithing. I
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shared with him a quote I heard years ago from John D.
Rockefeller, “I never would have been able to tithe the first
million dollars I ever made if I had not tithed my first salary,
which was $1.50 per week.”
The truth is, many people today did not grow up with the
example of tithing from their parents or grandparents. They
haven’t been taught the importance and value of giving God
your first-fruits. As such, they are playing “catch-up” when
it comes to tithing. If that’s you, I want you to hear this:
“That’s OK!” Tithing is not a salvation issue, but it is a faith
issue. The key is to start and grow in your giving through
intentional decisions over a period of time. Evaluate where
you’re at today and then take your next step.
•
•

•

Are you not in the habit of giving? Then start giving
regularly.
Do you give regularly, but don’t tithe? Then make
a plan to increase your giving. Consider raising
your giving by 1% of your annual income each
year until you’re tithing.
Do you tithe? Good for you! I’m sure you’ve seen
the financial and spiritual benefits of being faithful
to God with your money. Since regular, cheerful,
sacrificial giving is already a part of your lifestyle,
you may be looking at how you can be even more
generous with your finances.

This isn’t about Christian legalism or works of righteousness.
As you’ve likely heard from the pastors over and again,
giving is a faith issue; do you trust God to provide and care
for you? Giving is about priorities; do you give God first place
with your finances? Giving is a management (stewardship)
issue; it all belongs to God – not just the first 10%. Giving
is for our benefit; it makes us generous people. Giving is a
privilege; we get to support the work of God in our world.
Giving is Biblical; Jesus modeled giving by giving everything
he had for us.
So, if you aren’t in the habit of giving regularly, cheerfully,
proportionately and sacrificially, now is a great time to begin!
Please prayerfully look at your giving and your budget, and
then make a commitment to give that reflects your next step
of obedience. That commitment can be personal between
you and God, or you can still fill out a pledge card for the
2018-19 fiscal year and return it to the church office. Your
pledge will only be viewed by our financial secretary for
reporting purposes. You will receive your pledge card back
with your January giving statement to help you track your
progress.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Red Hill Lutheran
Church! Through your faithful commitment of time, talents,
and treasures, we are able to carry out our vision of “making
Christ-centered, emotionally healthy disciples of Jesus, one
life at a time.”
The Vine

Introducing Realm

This fall, our online communication platform called The
City will become Realm. While many of the great features
you’ve come to expect from The City will be retained, many
new features will be added. The best part is that Realm
brings together all of the functions of member management,
group communication, online giving, event registration, and
student check-in under one umbrella.

How do I start? Follow a few simple steps.
The first step is to visit www.onrealm.org/redhillchurch. If
you are currently an active user on The City, you already
have a login created in Realm. Visit the link below and enter
the email address you used to login to The City, as well as
your City password. If you’re having trouble, try resetting
your password.

What is Realm? Realm is a real ministry tool.
Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real time
connection. It helps our church connect with you and you
connect with us. If you consider yourself part of this church
family, you’ll love using Realm! It allows you to manage
your personal information and who is allowed to see it,
control your giving, and keep in touch with the groups that
matter to you.

For those without a City login, visit the link above and follow
these simple steps:

Why use Realm? Realm strengthens
church connections.
Realm helps us serve you better
by facilitating and managing those
things that happen between Sundays.
Everyone can be connected from
anywhere at any time, right from your
personal computer or mobile device.
It engages everyone in the life of our
church by supporting the healthy
relationships essential to our church’s
mission. We’ll stay organized, and you’ll stay informed about
all of the opportunities for fellowship.
What about my privacy? Realm is safe, private, and
secure.
Your privacy is one of our greatest concerns. Realm is only
made up of the people in our church. It’s not like a social
network that’s open to everyone. Realm keeps your data
safe and gives you control over what information you share
and who can see it.

1. Enter your email address and create a password.
2. You will receive an email with a link to continue
the set-up process.
3. If your email address is already a part of the church
database, you will be asked to verify another piece
of information to ensure you’re linked
to the right record.
4. If the church does not have your
email address as part of your record,
you will be asked to provide more
information to match your record.
5. Once this verification process
is complete, check to make sure
that we have your address and
other personal information entered
correctly under My Profile. If anything
is incorrect, please update it. You are also
encouraged to upload a current photo of yourself
so we can get to know you better.
That’s it! Now that you have a login for Realm you can begin
to explore the various benefits and features. Realm also
has a mobile app to keep connected while on the go. To
download the app, search “Realm” on the Apple App store or
Google Play. If you have any problems or questions, please
contact Angie Calderon at acalderon@redhillchurch.org.

What about giving? Realm gives you control over your
giving.
Giving should be easy, and Realm places giving right in the
palm of your hands. You may set up recurring gifts, view
your giving history, and make changes at any time. Realm
automatically records all electronic gifts and adds them to
your giving record making it easy for you to give, and easy
for our bookkeeper to track.

redhillchurch.org
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Mission Possible: Isaiah House
By Debbie Hays

It was Faith in Action week 2014. My group was bringing
dinner to Isaiah House, a shelter for homeless women
(sometimes children). The facility houses 40 to 50 people. I
assumed it would be a large industrial-looking building. As I
drove up, I realized it was actually a quaint two-story home in
Santa Ana with a statue of The Virgin Mary in the front yard.
It was a home that was being used as a hospitality house.
The people that run Isaiah House are using their home as
a safe place for women who would otherwise be at risk on
the streets. They are part of a larger organization called
the Catholic Worker. The Catholic Worker movement was
started by Dorothy Day in 1933 to address some social
issues during the Great Depression. Over a hundred such
houses exist all over the world.
My group had brought a variety of dishes (yes, a potluck!).
We have continued to minister at Isaiah House ever since.
The women there typically gather at 5:30 pm for a blessing
over the food, and then we serve the food cafeteria-style.
We also serve up dishes for ourselves and socialize with
the guests. They are thankful and personable. Their stories
range from catastrophes to the daily drudgery of everyday
life. Isaiah House gives these ladies a chance to be safe
and be still.
Some of the women even have their own pets. Not all shelters
allow animals, but Isaiah House does. This just brightened
my heart! I am a dog person and just can’t imagine being
homeless and then having to lose my best friend. Out on
the patio, a large cage
holds some adorable
kittens. These are stray
kittens that the ladies
feed and nurture until
the kittens are able to
be adopted. I asked the
ladies why they took in
stray animals. They said
that they themselves
feel like strays that have
been taken in and cared
for, so they do the same
for the animals.
The friendships we
have developed with
the ladies at Isaiah
House have enabled us
to become a small part
of their healing. During
a conversation with one
of the women, we came

to learned that she was soon
to be married. So, one of our
volunteers made a wedding
cake for her and planned a
small bridal shower at Isaiah
House. Another lady was
studying to receive her high
school diploma and needed
some school supplies. So,
we bought some for her. She
was also having trouble with
math and a teacher in the
group tutored her. She has
since graduated! One lady
Debbie Hays hard at work
had lost her job, her home,
and then her husband left her. But her strong faith was
inspiring. “God had a plan,” she said. She hoped God’s plan
for her would involve helping other people in need. Recently,
she found a job at the former Santa Ana bus depot, which
the city now operates as a homeless shelter! She uses her
experience to help others who have found themselves in
the position that she was in.
At Christmas time, alumni from Beckman High School come
to Isaiah House to sing. One woman was extra appreciative
of this. She explained that she has a fear of large groups
and would likely never attend a Christmas show on her own.
These are just a few ways God has used us for his glory.
The fellowship, together with God among us, creates an
atmosphere of caring
which is a catalyst
for transformation for
everyone. At the core is
the blessing of breaking
bread together. We go
to Isaiah House every
month on the third
Monday. If you’d like
to experience the joy
that comes from sharing
God’s love with these
incredible women,
contact me at 714-2890476.
“If you extend your soul
to the hungry and satisfy
the afflicted soul, then
your light shall dawn in
the darkness, and your
darkness to noonday” Isaiah 58:10

Some of our amazing Isaiah House Volunteers
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About Worship
By Bettie Ore

As we say good-bye to the summer and get back into our regular routines, I wanted to share a wonderful illustration I
came across regarding how we worship and why we worship the way we do.
Routines can be boring. Let’s face it, it’s not called a rut for nothing!
On the other hand, routines can be comforting and mandated from God.
Let me explain. Liturgical worship is often thought to be something spoken, words to
be read and sung and prayed. However, liturgical worship is most of all that which is
done. Ritualists and charismatics alike know that to move people spiritually one must
move them physically. “Liturgy” means “the work of the people” (the Greek “litourgia”
means work done on the behalf of the people). It therefore implies action- dramatic
ritual in which the participants do certain things.
Even in listening to the readings and the sermons, we should be actively participating
in the actions of proclaiming God’s word. The Liturgy of the Word culminates in the
reading of the Gospel and the sermon by which Christ again comes among his people
and speaks to them directly in their own time, bridging the barriers of space and time. Aware of this, we the people
welcome the Gospel with the Alleluia-the Easter song- and stand to listen to the good news of our Lord. Again- stillhe is Emmanuel, God with us, in our midst.
A Gospel procession to the middle of the congregation in order to read the Gospel from there can help to make this
presence clear. Christ comes to his people and we stand to greet him.
Then the sermon is preached, making contemporary application of the readings. Through the sermon, the Word of
God becomes present with his people.
The other focus of action in liturgical worship is the Eurcharist, sharing the meal of Christ with his disciples, breaking
the bread and eating the Lord’s Supper. In every Lutheran church, no matter how non-liturgical it may be, at the
communion, the congregants move to the altar and there eat and drink the Supper of the Lord and taste again the
presence of Christ.
So while we all go through the worship service “on rote” sometimes, let’s try to remember the reason we stand, sit,
kneel and walk forward to join with our Lord in communion. We celebrate the great honor it is to worship our Lord in
this beautiful church space that we have been blessed with by those who went before us.
Let us cherish the “routines” of worship and draw close to our Lord in the comfort of our actions, not only our words
and song.

(Information gathered from Lutheran book of Worship - Manual on the
Liturgy).

redhillchurch.org
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Old and New Again: Our Carillon Makes a Comeback!
By Marty Schaefer, Director of Arts and Worship

Our bell tower on Red Hill Avenue is one of the most striking
physical features to our campus and one of the first things people
see when coming to our church. The church bells serve many
functions, from telling us the time of day through chimes, to playing
seasonal songs at specified times.
A carillon is simply “a set of bells in a tower, played using a keyboard
or by an automatic mechanism similar to a piano roll.”
Our original carillon was put in place when our sanctuary was built
in 1966. After years of serving our neighbors and church through
its mellifluous tones, the old tape and tube carillon fell into disrepair
and was rendered inoperable.
After taking some time to weigh our options, and spearheaded by
the ever inexhaustible Mike Pickford, it was decided to upgrade to
a new digital carillon system in early 2017. A new control system
was put in place along with wiring to the speakers that are located
in the bell tower. The final phase of our new carillon system was
completed in July 2018 with the installation of a new speaker that
would ring from the front of the church and out into the parking lot!
We hope you are enjoying our new carillon, and the new speaker
out front that also serves as a reminder on Sunday mornings that a worship service is about to begin!
We must thank Gerry and Diane Aust, and Norm and Linda Brown for their very generous support and donations
toward our new carillon! Red Hill is very grateful for your generosity!

Control panel for new digital Carillon system located in the Sacristy.
External Carillon speaker above the patio
awning on the church patio.
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Red Hill Lutheran Church & School is located at
13200 Red Hill Ave. Tustin, CA 92780
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Coming This Fall to Red Hill!

Reformation Sunday
October 28th

Featuring ONE combined worship service at 10:00am
in the Sanctuary

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
Wednesday, November 21st at 7:00pm
Songs of Faith
Sunday, November 18, 2018 at 7:00pm
Our Classical Music Ministry will present a concert titled “Songs
of Faith” consisting of songs and spirituals featuring chorus,
piano, instruments and soloists.

Christmas Carol Sing-A-Long and Party
with Marty Schaefer and Dr. Linda Brown
December 9, 2018 at 5:00pm
Christmas Worship at Red Hill Lutheran
Christmas Eve - Monday, December 24
3:00 & 5:00pm - Family Worship with Live Nativity
7:00 & 9:00pm - Traditional Worship with Candlelight
Christmas Day - Tuesday, December 25
10:00am - Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
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