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Luther’s “Two-Kingdoms;” “The kingdom of Christ is spiritual, to wit, beginning in the heart the knowledge 
of God, the fear of God and faith, eternal righteousness, and eternal life. Meanwhile it permits us outwardly 
to use legitimate political ordinances of every nation in which we live, just as it permits us to use medicine, or 
the art of building, or food, drink, air. Neither does the Gospel bring new laws concerning the civil state, but 
commands that we obey present laws, whether they have been framed by heathen or by others, and that in 
this obedience we should exercise love.” (The Apology, Art. XVI, Trigl. 331.) 

 
 
(Vs. 13-17): “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.  A Christian is a perfectly dutiful 
servant of all, subject of all.” ― Martin Luther, The Freedom of a Christian  
 
Peter continues to describe the integrity of believers.  In this text, the first issue Peter describes is the 
believer’s relationship to human institutions and government, a similar point that Paul makes in Romans 13.   
 
Peter tells the church that we must be “subject for the Lord’s sake.”   
  
It is critical to understand that this command to submit to authorities, in no way is a command to condone 
ungodly behavior and to violate God’s Word.  In fact, it is often the case that Christians will be condemned 
and persecuted for not obeying the governing authorities.   

Peter’s point is that the good behavior of Christians will minimize slanderous attacks, while revealing that 
charges of moral offenses have no basis.”  

The freedom of a Christian is the freedom to serve—to give of ourselves to others, to submit to the secular, 
governing authorities, and to respect the humanity of all people—all out of reverent respect for God and in 
response to His love for us.   
 
 
 

(Vs. 18-20): Peter now shifts from the political sphere to the household.  In these verses, Peter is describing 
the many subservient relationships in the first-century world, not just the master-slave relationships we normally 
assume.  In fact, in this text, Peter is addressing common household servants who are believers (For us today 
that would be housekeepers, gardeners, service technicians, etc.).   

The Greek word for slaves here is not douloi, the common term for slaves (cf. v. 16), but oiketai, which refers 
to household or domestic servants 
 

 

(Vs. 21-25): As in all of our attitudes and actions as Christians, our ultimate motivation is to live as Jesus lived.  
While we can’t duplicate historical circumstances and we are not Jesus, we can, and should, reflect Jesus’ 
attitudes and actions as we encounter similar circumstances in our world today.   

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/29874.Martin_Luther


Chapter 2 closes with this emphasis on Jesus as our Shepherd and overseer of our souls.  The image of the 
shepherd and sheep (v. 25) would mean much to Peter, since he had heard Jesus teach about the Good 
Shepherd (John 10) and that Jesus had commanded him to tend His sheep (John 21). 
 

Peter has filled this chapter with striking images of the believer.  We are babes feeding on His Word; 
stones in the temple; priests at the altar; a chosen generation; a purchased people; a holy nation; the 
people of God; strangers and pilgrims; disciples following the example of the Lord; and sheep cared 
for by the shepherd.  The Christian life is so rich and full that it takes these comparisons and many 
more to show how wonderful it is.1 

We must firmly establish secular law and the sword, that no one may doubt that it is in the world by 
God’s will and ordinance.  The passages which establish this are the following:  Romans 13:1, ‘Let 
every soul be subject to power and authority, for there is no power but from God.  The power that is 
everywhere is ordained of God.  He then who resists the power resists God’s ordinance.  But he who 
resists God’s ordinance shall bring himself under condemnation.’  Likewise, 1 Peter 2:13, ‘Be subject 
to every kind of human ordinance, whether to the king as supreme, or to the governors, as to those 
sent of Him for the punishing of the evil and for the reward of the good.’” – Martin Luther  

 

Questions to Consider: 
 

• How did Jesus Christ both submit to the political authorities over Him, and also practice holy civil 
disobedience by not doing what was commanded when it was sinful? 

 

• How does Jesus model for us submission to divine and human authority? 
 

• Which people in authority over you can you pray for? Which people under your authority can you 
pray for? 

                                                           
1 W.W. Wiersbe. Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the New Testament (Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1992). 
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