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Know Christ.
Make Christ Known.

Weekly Worship Times:
Sunday: 8:30am - Classical  - The Divine Service of Holy Eucharist

10:00am - Contemporary - The Divine Service of Holy Eucharist

Our Purpose: “Know Christ. Make Christ known.”
Our Vision: “Making Christ-Centered, Emotionally Healthy Disciples of Jesus, One Life at a Time.” 

Our Mission: “Reach and serve our local community, Equip their hearts, minds and souls, and Release them 
into the world to share God’s love.”

Welcome to Red Hill Lutheran Church!
If you are worshiping with us this morning, please visit redhillchurch.org and scroll down to the 

“Virtual Next Steps Card”.
Also, so that we may ensure you are receiving news about the life of our church, please let us know if you 

have moved or changed your contact information by emailing any updates to info@redhillchurch.org.

www.redhillchurch.org

Church & School Staff

8:30am Worship for the Week of December 5, 2021

Rev. Dr. Seth Britton, Senior Pastor
sbritton@redhillchurch.org
Dr. Paul Marquardt, Principal
pmarquardt@redhillschool.org
Lori Browne, Director of Admissions
lbrowne@redhillschool.org
Cyndi Tully, Church & School 
Administrator
ctully@redhillchurch.org
Donna Kunz, Executive Assistant to 
Senior Pastor
dkunz@redhillchurch.org
Marty Schaefer, Dir. of Arts and 
Worship 
mschaefer@redhillchurch.org
Isaiah Coughran, Dir. of Contempo-
rary Worship
icoughran@redhillchurch.org

Annie Caamano, Preschool Director
acaamano@redhillschool.org
Shelli Haynes, Dir. of Youth & Family 
Ministry
shaynes@redhillchurch.org
Beth Stoffregen, Children’s Ministry Co-
ordinator
beths@redhillchurch.org
Phil Gaylor, Middle School Coordinator
pgaylor@redhillchurch.org

Angie Calderon, Director of Biblical Com-
munity
acalderon@redhillchurch.org
Jason Harney, Director of Music/Princi-
pal Conductor
jharney@redhillchurch.org
Dr. Linda Brown, Organist/
Jubilee Bells, Hand Bell Choir/ Director
lindabrown@redhillchurch.org

Let us know you were here!!  Scan this 
code. To get to our “Connections Card” 
and let us know which service you at-
tended.  We are glad you are here!
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RED HILL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
8:30 a.m. – Second Sunday in Advent

Rev. Dr. Seth Britton, Senior Pastor

Congregation responses are in BOLD print.

Preparing for Worship
“Once we have seen Him in a stable, we can never be sure where He will appear or to what lengths he will go or to 
what ludicrous depths of self-humiliation He will descend in His wild pursuit of men.” - Frederick Buechner

+Gathering+

Prelude O Come Emmanuel Michael Burkhardt
Dr. Linda Brown, organ

Blessing of the Advent Wreath
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way
for the kingdom of heaven is near.
Bless us and the light of the candles on this Advent wreath.

Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit,
that we may be a light shining in the darkness
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us,
for he is our light and our salvation.
Blessed be God forever.
Amen.

Gathering Song As With Gladness men of Old Verses 1 through 3
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Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.       Matthew 28:19; [18:20]
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1: 8-9

Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie  
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Song of Praise O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Verses 3 and 4

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light 
of the world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word 
and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s 
glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the 
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with 
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and 
for ever.  Amen.

Anthem Sing to the Lord of Harvest (Wie Lieblich ist der Maien)   Arr. Cathy Moklebust
 Jubilee Bells
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+Word+
Reading  Micah 5.2-5
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
    to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth. 
5 And he shall be their peace.
When the Assyrian comes into our land 
    and treads in our palaces, 
then we will raise against him seven shepherds 
    and eight princes of men.

READING Romans 16.17-20, 25-27
I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you 
have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth 
talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but 
I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under 
your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to 
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic 
writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience 
of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

Here ends the reading
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Holy Gospel  Matthew 2.1-12
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In 
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Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that 
they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Morning Message  Pastor Seth Britton

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
	 He	suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried.
 He descended into hell.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

+Sacrament+
Tithes & Offerings If you are worshipping with us online, please consider visiting redhillchurch.org/give. 

Offering Meditation Give Thanks   Arr. Anna Laura Page
 Jubilee Bells

The Lord’s Supper is the family meal for Christians.  If you are a Baptized Christian, seeking a church home, a member of a 
congregation that proclaims the Gospel, and a disciple of Christ who desires to be forgiven and strengthened to live more faithfully 
for Christ, you are welcome to commune with us (Children, ages 2nd grade and above who are Baptized and who have received First 

Communion Instruction, are welcome to come commune with their family).

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to come forward for a personal blessing 
(indicate this by crossing your arms) or you can spend this time in prayer.  Our hope is that this time is helpful to you as you consider 

your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.   2 Tim. 4:22
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   Colossians 3:1
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   Ps. 136
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the 
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join them in saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
 Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen

Communion  
At Red Hill, we come forward to the altar (front area) to receive Communion.* You will be given the bread and will eat it. You will 

then be invited to pick up a cup of wine or grape juice to drink. After you have drank the Blood of the Sacrament, please deposit your 
cup in the receptacle at the end of the table.

* If you are unable to come forward to receive Communion, please notify an usher and the servers will come to your seat.

Communion Meditation  

Communion Blessing

Post Communion Prayer
Almighty God,
you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Grant that we who have received the sacrament of his body and blood
may abide in him and he in us,
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life,
now and forever. Amen.
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+Sending+
Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26  
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Sending Song As With Gladness men of Old Verses 4 and 5

Postlude  O Come, O Come Emmanuel Wilbur Held
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During this Advent and Christmas season, we will explore 
“The Cast of Christmas;” the stories of those whom God 
used to point toward and carry out, the birth of Jesus Christ! 
Additionally, each week’s “character” and theme will reflect 
the traditions associated with the Advent Wreath. A wreath 
consisting of four candles that symbolize power of the Christ-
mas story: Hope, Love, Joy, and peace 
In a season often marked by frenzied busyness, Advent is an 
opportunity to set aside time to prepare our hearts and place 
our focus on a far greater story than our own—the story of 
God’s redeeming love for you and our world!
December 5th (Advent 2): “The Magi” (Peace) 
December 12th (Advent 3): “The Shepherds” (Joy)
December 19th (Advent 4): “The Angels” (Love)
December 24th (Christmas Eve): “The Cast of Christmas”

3:00 & 5:00pm – Family Services with Live Nativity
7:00pm – Traditional Candlelight

December 25th (Christmas Day): “The Meaning of Christ-
mas” 10:00am - Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, December 26th: “It’s Still Christmas!”
10:00am – One Service only as we bring the celebration of 
Christmas Holiday weekend to a close!

“Sound of Christmas!” Concert
December 5, 2021 at 4:00pm in the Sanctuary
Featuring our Chancel Choir, Jubilee Bells, Children’s Cho-
rus amd Soloists! Admission is free!

Livestream Ministry and Worship 
If you are joining us via the livestream on Sunday mornings 
and/or for other ministries, can you let us know? We want 
to ensure that our “podrishoners” are acknowledged, cared 
for, and connected! You can email Pastor Seth at sbritton@
redhillchurch.org; Donna Kunz at dkunz@redhillchurch.org 
or Marty Schaefer at mschaefer@redhillchurch.org. Thank 
you for being a part of our “digital campus!” 

Join our Church Music Ministry!
RHL Chancel Choir
When: Rehearsals on Thursdays, from 7:15 - 9:00pm 
Singing in Services on Sundays, meet at 8:00am
(we typically do not sing on the last Sunday of each month) 
Who: Anyone who wants to sing to the Lord!  No experience 
is necessary.
Where: Rehearsals occur in the front of the sanctuary, we 
will be spread out with plenty of space between the singers.

RHL Jubilee Ringers
When: Rehearsals on Thursdays, from 5:15 - 7:00pm 
Ringing in Services on Sundays, meet at 7:45am
(we typically ring on the last Sunday of each month) 

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS Who: Anyone who wants to play bells and who has some 
experience in reading music!  No experience is necessary, but 
some knowledge of reading music is desired.
Where: Rehearsals occur in the narthex of the church, we 
will be spread out with plenty of space between the ringers.

RHL Childrens Choir
When: Rehearsals on Thursdays, from 4:00 - 5:00pm 
Periodically we sing in Services on Sundays, meet at 8:00am
Who: Kids from 6-11 years old who want to sing to the Lord!  
Children from RHLS and RHL families are encouraged to 
participate.  Children from the local neighborhood, public 
schools, and homeschoolers are also welcome and cheerfully 
invited to be part of this group.  No experience is necessary.
Where: Rehearsals occur in the front of the sanctuary, we 
will be spread out with plenty of space between the singers.

“Wednesdays in the Word” Bible Study
“The Gospel of Mark”  
Wednesday 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. 
Church Sanctuary (In person, livestreamed and recorded)
Teacher: Pastor Seth
As we near the autumn season and its return to regular sched-
ules and routines, if you are not in a Bible study and/or small 
group, why not join one today?  If you like to start the day 
off right, why not join us for our Wednesday morning Bible 
Study?  
On Wednesday mornings, we begin at 7:00a.m. with singing 
some classical songs/hymns, ending with a more patriotic 
song. We then ask for prayer requests, and pray together. 
Finally, we spend about 30-35 minutes in God’s Word, end-
ing by 7:45 a.m.  This study is a verse-by-verse study in the 
Gospel of Mark.

K.I.D.S. Ministry (Preschool – 5th Grade)
K.I.D.S. Ministry provides an environment which allows kids 
to come together to Know Jesus, Impact the world around 
them, become Disciples of Jesus and Serve others - K.I.D.S.! 
For more ministry information, contact Beth Stoffregen via 
email at beths@redhillchurch.org.

K.I.D.S. Ministry (Preschool -5th Grade)
Sundays at 9:15am – 10:00am, in the K.I.D.S. Zone & on-
line via Zoom
Zoom Meeting ID: 407 842 955
Zoom Password: K.I.D.S.

What We’re Teaching in K.I.D.S. Ministry In December
“JOY TO THE WORLD” – A 3-Week Series From The 
New Testament On Christmas
What are your go-to Christmas traditions? It’s amazing how 
different all of our Christmas celebrations can be, especially 
when you take into account how Christmas is celebrated all 
over the world. This month, we’ll be reminded what a uni-
versal gift Jesus is, and how Jesus brought good news, joy, 
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and peace on that very first Christmas so that the whole world 
could know God! All Preschool-5th Grade kids are invited to 
join us Sunday mornings at 9:15am in the K.I.D.S. Zone as 
we prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus!

K.I.D.S. Ministry Christmas Event
Sunday, December 19th, 9:00am – 10:00am
In the CLC (Christian Life Center)
All Preschool – 5th Grade kids are invited to join us as we 
celebrate Jesus’ Birthday. The Scripture Lady will be with us 
to offer her “O Come Let Us Adore Him” program. Program 
highlights include “Scripture Granny,” Little Kathy,” her 
puppets Jack & Jill, a fun game that shares the true Christmas 
story, a magical object lesson, lots of Christmas songs and 
other goodies. RSVP by December 15th. Contact Ms. Beth 
with any questions at beths@redhillchurch.org.

Middle School Ministry (6th – 8th Grade)
No Middle School Ministry this week, due to Red Hill’s 
Middle School Christmas Program. Join us next Tuesday, De-
cember 14th at 6:00pm in Peter’s Parish for our Ugly Sweater 
Christmas Party. Bring a white elephant gift (wrapped) and 
invite a friend! If you have any needs or questions, contact 
Phil Gaylor at (909) 615-8370 or pgaylor@redhillchurch.org.

High School Ministry (9th - 12th Grade)
This week we are meeting in small groups. Connect with 
your Small Group Leader for meeting details. Our High 
School Ministry’s Christmas Party will be Monday, December 
20th at 5:30pm in Peter’s Parish. Bring a white elephant gift 
(wrapped) and bring friends! We will have some epic games, 
prizes, time together in God’s Word and of course, snacks! 
Please RSVP to Shelli by December 17th. Can’t wait to be 
together!” We are praying for you and would love to have you 
join us! If you would like to plug in, connect with Phil (909) 
615-8370 or Shelli (909) 226-3179.

Free	Coffee	Treat!
December 13th, 2:30pm-4:00pm 
Starbucks at The Marketplace - 13384 Jamboree. Irvine, CA 
92602
Meet up with Phil Gaylor, our Student Ministry Coordinator, 
who will be buying coffee/drinks for high school students. 
This is a great chance for students to connect with each other. 
Please come hang out with us!

Advent 2021
What is Advent? Why and How Should We Celebrate it? 
Advent is a very important season in the church year that 
highlights waiting and preparing for the birth of our Messiah 
and Redeemer, Jesus!  While the world around us swirls with 
chaotic hustle and bustle, why not plan to create a family space 
of quiet worship each week?  Our Youth and Family Ministry 
Team have worked to create some helpful and easy to use 
resources to help you do just that.  We pray this Advent and 
Christmas season is a blessing!  Please stop by the Youth and 
Family Ministry table on the patio TODAY to pick up some 

resources.  You can also visit our website for easy to access 
digital supplies to help you and your family understand more 
about Advent and participate in meaningful ways! /www.
redhillchurch.org/youth-family/advent-family-resources

Student Ministry Winter Camp
February 11-13, 2022
Student Ministry Winter Camp Registration is now open. This 
is a great event for both our Middle School and High School 
students and gives them an opportunity to grow in both com-
munity and faith. Save $75 with our Early Bird registration 
that lasts until December 15th. To Register, go to https://www.
redhillchurch.org/youth-family/winter-camp

RHLW Circle Bible Studies
It’s not too late to join or start a new women’s Circle. Circles 
meet once a month for Bible study and fellowship. This year’s 
study is Proverbs - God’s Gift of Wisdom. Study guides are 
provided. For information on joining existing Circles: 
Rebekah: 6:30 pm meeting 1st Monday of each month - in 
Peter’s Parish
Contact Martha Toft: 949- 375-0160 / martha.toft@gmail.com 
Deborah: 9:30 am meeting 1st Tuesday of each month -- in 
Peter’s Parish 
Contact Sheila Feher: 714- 366-2030 / sheilafeher44@gmail.
com  For information on starting a new Circle: 
Contact Nancy Pace: 949-439-5125 / n15pace@yahoo.com

Red Hill Lutheran School 
The month of December kicks is for Hope 4 Kids!  Hope-
4Kids is a non-profit Foster Care and Adoption Agency that 
is committed to “Providing Hope and a Future to Children 
and Families Around the World.”  We are excited to support 
this philanthropy during this Christmas season and fill our 
trees around the school for these wonderful families.  
From now until December 15th, we will be collecting gift 
cards to support these incredible families.  Please bring gift 
cards to the school office.  All gift cards should be to gro-
cery stores, retail stores such as Walmart or Target, and other 
common stores like Barnes and Noble.  Please no restau-
rants.  You are welcome to add an encouraging note to your 
gift cards as well for the family.  
Thank you for continuing to support RHLS and our monthly 
philanthropies..

Concordia Christmas at Segerstrom
Monday, December 6 at 4pm and 7:30pm
Located: Segerstrom Center for the Arts, Costa Mesa
Tickets: scfta.org/events/2021/concordia-christmas
Celebrate the Christmas season with the voices and instru-
ments of Concordia University Irvine. Concordia’s annual 
Christmas Concert tradition returns to the Renée and Henry 
Segerstrom Concert Hall. Concordia’s critically-acclaimed 
choirs, handbells and orchestra share glad tidings of great 
joy--Christ was born to save! This year’s theme, “Repeat the 
Sounding Joy!” showcases more than 200 performers from 
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THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYSTHIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS
December 6    Nathan Nellessen
December 7    Lindsay Sampson-Bloch
December 9    Patrick Jarcy
December 10  Trevor Sprosty
December 11  David Henry, Judy Probst, Rich Records

PRAYER & CAREPRAYER & CARE
Healing, Recovery and Strength, Cancer: Tamara Lippert, 
Denise Pace; Pat Niese, lymphoma; Drew Lippert, prostate 
cancer; Leo and Virginia; Kevin Walker, cancer of pancreas 
and liver; Sheila D., ovarian cancer, complete healing; Barbara 
Miller; Joanne Skidmore, breast cancer; Lori Unis, ovarian 
and endometrial cancer; Janine, healing from ovarian cancer; 
Jane Thorson W., multiple myeloma; Stevie Saunders; Edna 
Cole; Clelia Bernhardt, breast cancer: Song Willey; Jerry Frye, 
prostate cancer; Chuck Tarrant, renal cell carcinoma; Chris 
Multiple Myeloma treatment and remission; Sarah Chamber-
lain, NH Lymphoma, recovery;  Barb Burley (Shelley M’s 
aunt) healing from breast cancer and mastectomy; Don Moe; 
Sharon Fisher; Stacie Stone.

Other Physical Illnesses: Jeff Cadwell, MS; Edna Hohener; 
Eileen Hamilton; Ryan Maher, seizures; Sharon Walters, Tina 
Philips; Maritza Bocks, brain tumor; Ron, dialysis; Doris 
Granell, Alzheimer’s; Diana Godinez’s dad, Alzheimer’s; Tin 
Ngo; Peter D., to be seizure free; Jim Wise, stroke and back 
surgery; Jodee, terminal illness; Amber Benson, continued 
healing; Brennan, needs kidney; Steve, Parkinson’s disease; 
Tony’s mom, health and safety during dialysis sessions; Karen 
Whelply; Rebecca Tomlinson;   Mark Cote, heart problems; 
Rosedith Werley, healing; Harriett Anderson, healing; Pris-
cilla Yale, recovery; JB Combs, friend of Clare and Shelly 
McCollum; Bryan Gollhofer, son-in-law of the Gebhardts’, 
liver failure; Sky Olson, recovery from stroke; Eric Thorson, 
recovery.

US Military Service: Air Force: Adam Curiel, Jr.,Captain 
Brianna Robinette, Gilio Hennigan, Guiliana Hennigan; Gavin 
Crawford; Army: Calvin Tyler Crawford, Army National 
Guard: Anya Rigoni, Army Ranger: Navy: Matt Browne, Mat-
thew Curiel, John Farinacci; Marine Corps: Taylor Spinoglio, 
Giacomo Hennigan.

Healthy Pregnancy: Lindsay Reiten-Acosta, prayers for a 
healthy pregnancy.

Praise: For the completed life of Maria Buntrock.

ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES
December 6     Dan and Celia Young
December  9    William and Janel Houlihan
December 11   Patrick and Kathy Keefe 

eight vocal and instrumental performing ensembles under 
the masterful direction of Dr. Michael Busch and Dr. Jeff 
Held. Enjoy festive carols and Christmas favorites, old and 
new. A highlight of the holiday season, Concordia’s Christ-
mas Concerts sell out every year, so get your tickets today!

Part-time Custodian
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School is looking for a Part-
time Custodian for Saturday and Sunday Mornings and Fri-
day evenings. If you, or someone you know is interested, 
please visit the website under “About Us” and look for 
“Work at RHL”, or contact Cyndi in the office, 714.544.3131 
ex 107.

The Winter issue of The Vine is now 
available in print in the Narthex or on our 
website.

Winter Edition | 2020Winter Edition | 2021
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Sunday December 5th, 2021
Sermon Series: “The Cast of Christmas.” 

Sermon Title: “The Magi.” 

This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Hope (Through the presence and power of Jesus Christ, I can engage and 
endure the struggles and challenges in my life, trusting that ultimately all things will be well).

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Magi

Isaiah 60.1, 3 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you… 3And nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your rising.

The Magi in the Christmas Story is a Challenge to the World’s (The Culture):

________________________________.

Matthew 2.1-2a Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? … 

μάγοι  (mágoi) “Magi” = “Wise men” (Likely Persian or Babylonian (Eastern) Astrologers)

1 Corinthians 1.20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world?

“________________________________.”

Matthew 2.2b, 9-12 …For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” … 9 After listening to the king, they went on 
their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
 
Numbers 24.17 I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it 
shall crush the forehead of Moab and break down all the sons of Sheth.

Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is 
to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.

John 8.12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.”

The “Christmas Question:” Will I _____________________ to Jesus? (His Wisdom and Light)

Matthew 2.11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
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(Answers: Wisdom, Light, Surrender).

MY NEXT STEPS/QUESTIONS…

□ What have I learned today that I can praise God for?

□ What have I learned today that I need to repent of?

□ What have I learned today I can aspire to and ask God to accomplish in 
my life?  

□ I surrender my life to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 


